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HiLip  Dormer  Stanhope,    Earl  of  CheHerfielJ,  ^'s^' ; 
was  born  on  the   zzd  of  September  1695.     His  fa-^|^; 
ther,  Philip  the  third  Earl  of  Chefterfield,  was  defcende A^  v';  - 
by  his  mother  from  the  family*  of  Caernarvon  ;  hence  th«  ' 
jiame  Dormer  :  And    his  own    mother,  lady   Elizabeth 
Savil,  was  daughier   and  eoheir  to  George   marquis   of 
Halifax. 

Several  other  circum (lances  confpired  to  ofFar  this  young 
ncblemari  as  fair  a  profpe6l  as  any  perfon  of  his  rank  and- 
fortune  eouid  defire  ;  anrd  he  did  rot  fail  t(^im prove  thern. 
His  family  had  dillinguifhed  itfelf  in  the  caufe  of  king 
Charh?3  J.  It  had  been  inllrumentai  in  ■  brin'ging  about 
fhe  Reftoraticn  ;  and  his  grandfather  had  erjoyea  feveral  > 
pofts  of  honour  un^r  king  Charles  H.  But  he  had  >i3p> 
pily  renounced  alWoinneftion  with  the  court  a  confiderabis 


time  before  the  Kevolution  :  Tlyi  road  to  political  emi- 
^^ence  was  therefore  open. 

The  grofs  licentioufnefs  of  the  Cavaliers,  and  the  fhnc- 
fitied  rudenefs  of  the  Puritans,  had  now -bo  h  received 
fome  poiifli.  Manners  be^n  to  he  uhderuood.  A  gocd 
tafte  in  letreis  was  beginning  to  dav*  n.  Learning  vva-  the 
fafhion  ;  and  the  chief  nobility  both  by  example  and  na- 
tronsge  ^?.ve  it  encouragenienr.  jc  wa.s  n<^r  yet.  c,:;!,..- 
P^QUrable  fjr  a  nobleman    to    be  a  fcholar.     Yi^ud^    S^':^;- 

"  Kopc 
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hope  was  foon  an|^ expert   oiie  ;  and,   if  W€  may  believe 
himfelf,  fomewhat  lif  a  pedant. 

•*  My  firll  prejumce,"  {^y^^  he,  **  was  my  ^ilaflical  en- 
thufiafm  ;  which  1  received  from  the  booki  I  read,  and 
the  mafters  who  explained  them  to  me.  I  was  cewvinced 
there  had  been  no  common  fenfe  or  common  honefty  in  the 
world  for  thefe  lafl  fifteen  hundred  years  ;.bat  that  they 
were  totally  exinguilhed  with  the  ancient  Greek  and  Ro- 
jnan  governments.  Homer  and  VirgiK  coul4  have  no 
faults,  becaufe  they  were  ancient  \  Milton  and  Taflb  could 
have  no  merit,  becaufe  they  were  modern  :'  And  I  could 
almcft  have  faid  with  regard  to  tlue  ancients,  what  Cicero, 
very  abfurdiy  and  unbecomingly  for  a"philofopher,  fays 
wirh  regard  to  Plato,  Cum  quo  jrrare  malim  quam  cum 
aliis'reSle  /entire,'" 

This  was  the  fault  of  his  age.  The  ancients  were  then 
looked  upon  as  the  invariable  ftandards  of  fine  writing 
and  juft  thinking  ;  Their  very  errors  were  idolized.  But 
his  Lordihip's  mind  was  too  liberal  to  be  long  fettered  by 
fueh  a  prejudice.  Of  its  effects  upon  his  manners,  and 
how  he  got  free  from  ic,  the  reader  will  find  an  entertain- 
ing account  in  one  or  two  of  the  letters. 

A  defire  of  pleafing,  which  his  lordfhip  pofTeiTed  in  a 
ftrong  degree,  mingled  with  a  certain  (hare  of  vanity,  tQ 
which  heprdfeiTes  himfelf  a  friend,  procured  him,  very 
early,  as  he  himfelf  informs  us,  a  confiderable  eminence 
in  the  beau  moi^de',  to  fnine  in  which,  was  his  firfl  and 
gre^a!:  smbiiion.  His  ntxt  was,,  to  tigure  as  a  ftatefman 
and  an  orator  ;  and  in  both  he  fuccteded._  The  fame  at- 
tention to  ^t2i{m^  which  diftinguifhed  hinj  in  ihe  polite, 
world,  made  him  eminerit  in  the  political  :  A-  defire  of" 
fiiining  made  him  ihine.  m 

In  the  firil  parliament  of  George  *  he  was  elected  & 
member  fcr  the  bo^ough  of  St.  Germain  ;  and  he  tells  U5 
jihr.fcif,  that  he  fpt.ike.  in  parliament  the  iirft  month  he  was 
in  it,  ar  d  a  mon-.h  before, he  was  oF  age.  The  fpeech,  he 
tbTejves  was  but  indifferent  as  to  the  malttr  ;  but  palled 
joler;.biy,  in  favour  of  \\\t  fp'trit  VviJj  which  he  uttered  it, 
2nd  the  -ivords  in  which  it  was  drfjfed.  There  his  lorci- 
ihip.'s  fort  lay  :  language  and  addrefs  were  always  at  his 
command  ;  and  experience  proves  that  he  was  not  wrong 
in  la)ing  fo  muchitrefs  upon  them,    * 

I* 
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la  the  parliament  fummoned  in  17*1,  he  was  eleSed  a  - 
jnember  for  Lefwithiel  ;  which  borough  he  continued  to 
reprefent  Till  he  fucceeded  to  the  peerage  in  January  1726. 
Before  this  time,  he  was  captain  of  the  yeoman  of  the 
guarrd,  and  one  of  the  lords  of  the  bedchairber  to 
his  late  majefty  George  II.  then  prince  of  Wales; 
and,  when  that  prince  afcended  the  throne,  in  17  2.-7,  h@ 
was  not  only  continued  in  his  employments,  but  acaiit- 
ted  into  the  privy-council. 

Soon  after  the  acceffion  of  George  11.  (feme  changes 
having' taken  place  in  the  miniftry)  he  was  appointed  am- 
baflador  extraordinary  and  plenipoteruisry  to  the  Sr:iies- 
Gcneral  j  and  On  the  23d  of  April  1728,  he  fet  cut  fcr 
the  Hague  ;  where  he  d)itinguiihed  hinifelf  by  the  ability 
and  integrity  of  his  condudl:,  by  the  elegance  and  polite- • 
Xi^Xs  of  his  addrefs,,  by  the  gaiety  and  fprightHners  of  his: 
converfation,  and  by  living  with  a  Hate  and  magnificence^ 
that  did  honor  to  his  countjy, 

Hh  Lordfiiip  continued  at  the  Hagee  til!  the  beginnirg 
of  the  year  1730  ;  when,  returni;'.g  10  England,  he  was  ' 
chofen  a  knight  of  the  garter,  at  a  chapter  of  that  moll 
noble  order  held  at  St.  James's  on  the  iSsh  of  May  in  the 
fame  year  ;  and,  on  the  i8th'  of  June  foHowing,^  he  wss 
snflalied  at  Windfor,  along  with  the  laie  duke  otCumhef* 
land  and  earl  of  Burlington  ;  the  Si}vereign,  and  hi:^  .'cv^ 
ai  highnefs  the  Piince  of  Wales,  honouring  the  folcr  Uy 
with  their  prefence.  He  was  appointed  Lord  high  Siew- 
ard  of  his  Majefty*s  houfhold  the  day  after  ;  and,  in  a 
lliorc  time,  he  returned  on  hisembaiTy  to  the  Haghe. 

But  public  meafuies  were  now  conducted  fo  iniquitoijfl/ 
at  ho.me,  and  fo  liitie  encouragement  was  given  to  atl  ^^iih 
fpirit  abroad,  that  bis  lordlhip  was  afhtmed  of  being  err- 
ployed  by  fuch  a  miniiUy  :  he  tberefote  retutned  :o  Hnr- 
land  in  the  year  1732  ;  and,  feeir<g  no  appe<irancc  of 
things  growing  betrer,  he  refjgrsed  his  place  of  Lord 
ard  of  !"he  Houihold  in  April  1733.  aiitl  rcnuunc 
connections  with  the  couit, 

-  The  earl's  political  charafler,  and  in  s  gre^it  mcrh  re 
his  capacicv,  only  new  began  to  be  koov/n.  He  had  hv- 
therto  fupported  the  meafures  of  the  cgu  i,  wi  boat  per- 
haps fufficiently  cCifislering  how  isr  they  were  eqiiitab'e  | 
but  hericeforth'he  adcd  the  pan  of  sji  iiuelligent^  uprighc. 
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and  independent  citizen  of  a  free  kingdom  :  Swayed  only 
by  the  didlates  of  his  head  and  the  impulfe  of  his  heart, 
he  was  always  ready  to  efpoufe  good  ineafares,  and  op* 
pofe  bad  ones,  or  what  to  him  appeared  fuch,  unfeduced 
by  party,  and  unawed  by  power.  Imraediaiely  after  his 
rofignatioii,  as  he  faw  the  influence  of  the  crovfrn  increaiing, 
he  formally  aflbciated  himfelf  with  the  oppofition, 
making  every  poffible  attempt  to  ftem  the  tide  of  corrup- 
tion, and  preferve  the  liberties  of  the  fubjeft. 

His  lordihip's  attention  to  the  iniercfts  of  his  country 
did  not  divert  him  from  the  duties  of  private  life  ;  nor  e-r 
veh  from  its  pleafures.  In  the  year^  1733,*  he  married 
the  Lady  Melofmah  de  Schulenberg,  countefs  of  Walfing- 
ham,  and  natural  daughter  of  Kin^g  George  I.  who  is  (lill 
-  alive.  By  this  lady,  however,  he  had  no  children  :  but 
he  had,  about  a  year  before  his  marriage,  by  Madame  du 
Boachet  (a  lady  of  a  good  fajnily  in  Holland),  a  natural 
fon,  whom  he  loved  and  cherifhed  with  all  the  fondnefs  of 
a  father,  and  whofe  educarion  was  for  many  years  the 
chief  engagement  of  his  life,  After  furnifhing  him  with 
the  moil  valuable  treafiires, of  ancient  and  modern  learning, 
he  was  defirous  of  adding  to  thofe  acquifitions,  that  know- 
ledge of  men  and' things  which  he  himfelf  had  acquired 
by  long  ^nd  great  experience.  With  this  view  he  wrote 
the  foilGwing  letters,  which  Jiave  been  fo  defervedly  admi^ 
r^d. — But  to  return  to  his  public  fphere  : 
!^i»%  The  uniformity  of  his  condudl,  in  oppofing,  for  a  courf^ 
of  years,  the. nieafares  cf  the  court,  under  different  ad  mi-" 
nitrations  in  which  he  might  certainly  have  had  a  fhare, 
at  laft  put  his  motives  beyond  difpute.  The  King,  as  vvell 
as  the  people,  was  convinced,  th.-it  his  oppofition  proceed- 
ed noiH  prir(Cip>e  ;  from  a  belief  that  fuch  meafures  were 
wrong  :  bis  Majeily  was  therefore  pleafed  to  appaint  hrm 
-  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  on  the  3d  of  January  1745. 
In  the  fame  monih  \\i  was  appointed  AmbafTador  Extra'^ 
ordinary  ro  the  States-Geneial,  and  fet  out  immediately 
for  the   Llagne.  ~ 

The  purpofe  cf  this  embafly  was,  to  prevail  on  the 
Dutch  to  epigsf^e  more  teaitily  in  the  war  ;  as  appears  by 
thi  cr(:^dcntial  letter  wi[h  v^hieh  his  lordihip  v/as  charged 
by  his  SricannJc  iMajeily  to  the  States-General,  of  whicli 
the  foilo\>ing  is  a  copy. 
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«•  High  an  J  mighty  LordSf  eur  good  Fritndsy  M^itt,    and 

^onfeaerateSi  ; 

<«  At  a  time  when  the  common  enemy  is  J^offtg  its  ut- 
moft  endeavors  to  advance  the  fatal  projects  of  an  unbounded 
ambition,  by  overturning  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe, 
and  by  endeavoring  to  impofe  an  entire  and  in fuppor tabic 
dependence  both  to  your  republic  and  ou?  crown  ;  we  have^ 
thought  proper  to  give  you  a  frefn  and  diflirgiiifhing 
proof  of  our  afFeftion,  by  fending  to' you,  as  our  Ambi/Ta- 
dor  Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary,  our  moll:  fi.i;hful 
and  well-bejoved  coufin  and  counfellor,  Philip  Eari  of 
Chefterfield,  Lord^  Lieutenant  of  our  kingdom  of  Ireland. 
After  having  fulJy  acquainted  him  with  our  fentiments, 
we  charged  him  to  regulate  every  thing  with  you  that  may 
be  neceflary  for  the  fupport  of  our  mutual  intereS.  We 
havealfo  authorifed  him  to  confult  both  with  the  mlnifters 
and  generals  ofyouf  ilate,  and  with  thofe  of  the  other  al- 
lies about  what  is  neceflary  to  be  done,  in  order  to  obtain, 
as  foon  as  poffible,  a  good  and  folid  peace,  by  carrying  o* 
the  war  with  vigour. 

<*  We  therefore  hope,  that  ycii  will  receive  our  faid 
AmbalTador  Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  with  cor- 
diality and  diftinftion  ;  and  that  he  will  find  you  cifpofed 
to  fecond  our  intentions,  full  of  love  and  ccnfidence  for 
your  republic,  by  unijing  your  forces  and  your  intereft^, 
without  referve  to  ours,  by  an  intire  and  unlimited  accom- 
plilhment  of  the  treaties  which  Jink  you  infeperably  wit%?-< 
us  ;  defifing  you,  as  to  the  reft,  to  lend  a  favorable  ear  to 
our  faid  AmbaiTador,  and  give- entire  credit  to  every  thing 
he  Ihall  reprefent  to  you  on  our  part. 

**  We  repeat  to  you  the  (Irongell  afiurances  of  a  frlend- 
fhip,  efteem,  and  afFeftion,    which  will  never  ceafe  ;    and 
we  pray  God  tc  keep  you,  High  and   Mighty  Lords,  our 
good  friends,  allifi-s  and  confederates,  unaer  his  holy  pro-  - 
teftion.-— Given  at  our    court   at  St.  James's,  Jariuapy  ihe 
ninth,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord   one    thoufand  feven  bund- 
led and  fofty-iive,  and  the  eighretnth' year  of  cur  reign. 
•'*  Your  very  good  friend, 
*^  G  E  C  R  G  E     PJ* 

How  faithfully  the   earl  executed  his  charge,    v/ill  ap- 
pear by  the   following  elegant  and  rubJtc-fpiriced  Memo- 
rial, 
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rial,  which  he  delivered  to  the  deputies  of  the  Statei  Gc» 
neral  on  taking  leave  of  their  High  MightincfTes. 

**  High  and  mighty  Lords , 

**  The  King  my  matter,  in  permitting  me  to  returil  Xxi 
England,  has  givea  me  exprefs  orders  to  renew  to  your 
High  Might' neffes  the  ilrongeft  afTurantes  of  his  efteem 
and  friendihip. 

*«  It  is  happy  for  me,  that  fo  honorable  a  commiffioa 
lays  fo  ^afy  a  duty  on  me.  -        , 

**  As  a  faithful  interpreter  of  the  fentimen.tsof  a  ficcer* 
friendfhip,  I  fhali  beware  of  borrowing  the  flattering  ex- 
preffions  which  a  feigned  friend  (hip  wants  to  fet  icfeif  off 
with. 

**  Let  crafty  policy  employ  the  mod  feducing  artifices 
to  cever  its  ambitious  deflgns  ;  let  it  put  every  fpring  iii 
motion  to  deceive  your  confidence,  or  at  leail  lull  you  into 
fatal  fecurity  :  true  friendihip  fuch  ^s  that  which  unites 
the  King  my  mafter  with  your  High.  MighiinefTes,  dcfpi- 
fes  thofe  artifices,  and  abhors  thofc  indired  means  ;  it  is 
iimple,  and  its  language  is  the  /ame. 

**  The  clofe  union  of  the  two  nations  is  neither  tli^e  ef- 
fedloffome  trar,iient  views,  nor  the  fruit  of  accidental 
conjun6lures,  but  a  right  confequence  of  our  reciprocal  ai^d 
invariable  interefts.  Nature  pointed  it  out  to  us,  in  plac- 
ing us  as  (he  has  done  ;  and  ;he  uninterrupted  experience 
of  alihcft  a  century,  does  not  permit  us  to  be  ignorant 
that  our  mutual  profperity  depends  on  our  union.  This 
truth  is  fo  indifputable,  that  we  ought  to  look  upon  as  our 
common  enemies  all  thofe  who  prefume  to  cill  it  iii 
queftion. 

*'  Vicinity  is  to  moft  nations  rothing  elfe  but  a  fatal 
fource  of  jealoufy  and  difcord  ;  whereas  we  have  the  fin- 
gular  happinef§  of  being  neighbours  in  a  m^anner  lit  td 
procure  us  infinite  sdvantages^  without  a  poffibi'ity  of  any 
diftruft  or  umbrage  ariiing  therefrom,  if  we  do  not  forget 
our  grand  interefts, 

•*  Such  are  the  King's  notions  ;  and,  by  what  I  have 
obferved  myfelf,  I  fhall  dare  to  afTure  hicn,  that  your  Higfi 
MlgannefTcs  are  in  the  fame  way  of  thinking.  Who  cati 
be  ignorant  of  i;  :— 'Our  allies  know  it  j  our  enemies  feel 

it. 
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it.     Europe  has.  already  often  reaped  the  pernicious   fruits 
of^ar  harmon^f  :  whac  ought  it  not  ytt  to  expeft  from  it  ?. 

**  The  love  of  liberty,  which  founded  this  republic,  and 
has  fince  fo  often  fignalieed  her  ;  this  fo  noble  aiid  gene- 
rous love,  ftiii  unites  your  Arength  and  your  councils  to 
thofe  of  the  King  my  mailer.  Adluated  by  the  fame  fpi- 
rit,  and  eimif!:^  at  the  fame  end,  tj^e'fole  obje^ft  of  your 
ciForrs  is  to  reftare  and  {ecure  the  public  liberty  and' tran- 
quility. What  defign  more  laudable  ! — What  work  mere 
worthy  of  a  great  and  magnanimous  t^A  !  -  Purfuci  Higli 
and  Mighty  Lords,  this  defign  with  your  wonted  fteadi- 
nefs  and  wi(ciorii  i  continue  thofe  efforts,  without  i"uffering 
5*ou'rfelves  to  Be  difcouraged  :  and  may.  Heaven  crown 
your  enterprises  with  the  fuccefs  they  dtfervs  1       , 

**  As  for  what  relates  to  "ray fe IF,  High  and  Mighty 
Lords,  nothing  more  pleafing  could  have  happened  to  me, 
than  being  charged  for  the  fecoild  time  with  the  King's 
orders  near  your  High  MighcinefTes  ;  efpecially  in  an  ac« 
cafion  where  the  Ijuincfs  was  to  concert  means  to  perform 
the  engagements  w^ich  I  contributed  to  form  foms  years 
ago.     -  - 

"  I  fil all  n^vsr  forget  th^  kind  reception  I  mei  wic'i 
then,  and  at  prefent,  from  your  High  MighcinrfT-s  :  ?>nd 
my  gratitude  will  end  bat  with  my  days  ;  but,  if  ycurHig'i 
MightineiTcs  will  vouchfafe  to  remember  me,  vie^  mej 
High  and  mighty  Lords^  only  On  the  fide  ot  my  lincere; 
zeal  for  the  common  good  of  both  haiions  ;  tny  refpeclfai 
^feneration  for  your  government  ;  and,  if  1  may  prefame 
to  ufe  the  exprelTion,  my  tender  attachment  to  ?H?s  i-epub- 
iic.  CHESTERFIELD.*' 

Dong  at  the  ^agufi,  .         ■  - 

Mcty   iS.    1745. 

• 
On  his  M?jeilyV  going  abroad  in  thie  fame  year,  t lie 
earl  was  declared  one  of  the  Lords  jutlices  for  the  admini- 
ttradon  t3f -he  tfjvernment  !ii  H is  abfence  :  hist  bis  lord- 
(hJp's  preff^nce  Bjing  Wanted  in  Ireland,  he  fee  out  for  bis 
viceroyflllp,  ail'd  landed  ac  Diriilia  in  the  latter  erid  of  th# 
month  of-  Augaft  ;  where  he  was  received  with  the  loude/t 
aeciamations  of  joy,  aadcun  t  .tuL-itsd  hy  !he  lord  mayO'S 
B  *ideriiie<^i 
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aldermen,  and  corporations,  in  their  formalities  ;  the  re- 
corder, in  rheir  name,'exprefling  a  fenfe  of  his  abilities, 
merit  end  integrity.  His  lor^fhip  opewed  the  feffion 
of  parliament,  on  the  8th  of  Oftober  following,  with 
"an  eloquent  and^  beautiful  fpeech,  admirably  adapted  to 
the  circumllances  of  the  times. 

'The  SPEECH  6/  his  Excellency  Philip  Earl  of   Ches- 
_  TERFIELD,   Lord  Lieutenant  General  and    Go'vernor    of 

Ireland,  to  both  Hou/es    of    Parliament,  at  Dublin,  on 

Tuefday,  Odober  8ch,    1745. 

*'    My  Lords  and  -Geniletnen, 

«<  I  AM  honoured  with  the  King's  commands  to  meet 
you  here  in  parliament,  and  to  co-operate  with  yon  in 
whatever  may  tend  to  eilablilh  or  promote  the  true  intereft 
of  this  kingdom. 

<'  His  Majefly's  tender  concern  for  all  his  fubjedls,  and 
yoitr  zeal  and  duty  for  him,  have  mutually  been  too  long 
experienced  for  me  now  toreprefent  the  one  or  recommend 
the  other. 

**  Your  own  rcileftions  will  bell  fuggeft  to  you  the  ad* 
vantages  you  have  enjoyed  under  a  fucceffion  of  proteflant 
princes,  by  principal  inclined,  and  by  legal  authority  ena- 
bled to  preferve  and  protefl  you  ;  as  your  own  hiftoryy 
and  even  the  experience  of  fome  alive  among  you,  will 
beft  paint  the  miferies  and  calamities  of  a  people  fcourged,  - 
rather  that  governed,  fay  blind  seal  and  lawlefs  por'er. 

**  Thefe  eonfiderations-  muft:  necefTarily  excite  your 
higheft  indignation  at  the  attempt  now  carrying  on  ia 
Scotland^  to  dillurb  his  Majefly's  government,  by  a  Pre- 
tender to  his  crown  :  one  nurfed^up  in  civil  and  religious 
error  ;  formed  to  perfecution  and  oppreiTion,  iji  the  feat 
cf  fuperftition  and  tyranny  ;  whofe  groundlefs  claim  is  as- 
contrary  to  the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  as  to  the  parti- 
cular JsWs  and  conllitutions  of  thefe  ksngdcrns  ;  whofe 
only  hopes  of  fupport  are  placed  in  the  enemie^-f  the  li- 
berties of  Ru'-ope  in  general  ;  and  whofe  fuccefs  would 
confeqQe.iKly  deftroy  your  liberty,'  your  property,  and  your 
leiigion.  But  this  fuccefs  is  liale  to  l?e  feared  ;  his  Ma- 
j.'Pcy's  fubjecls  giving  daily  and  ciilinguilhed  prcufs  of 
■.hwir  Zv-il  ijr  the  fupport  of  his  goveinmenr,     and m he  de- 
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fence  of  his  perfon  ;  and  a  cohfiderable  number  of  natip- 
nal  troops,  together  with  fix  thou fand  Dutch,  cheerfully 
furnilhed  to  his  Majefty  by  his  gcod  allies  the  States -Ge- 
neral, being  now  upon  their  march  to  Scotland  ;  a  force 
more  than  TufHcient  to  check  the  progrefs,  and  chnftife  the 
infjlence,  of  a  rebellious  and  undifciplined  multitude. 

**  The  meafures  that  have  hitherto  beea  taken  to  pre- 
vent the  growth  of  popery  have,  f  hope,  had  fome,  and 
will  ftill  have  a  greater,  effect  :  however,  I  leave  h  X&  youf 
conlideration,  whether  nothing  further  can  be  done,  either 
hy  new  laws,  or  by  the  more  efFedlual  execution  of  thofe 
in  bcifsg,  to  fecore  this  nation  againft  the  great  number  of 
Papills  ;  whofe  fpeculative  errors  would  only  deferve  pity, 
if  their  pernicious  influence  upon  civil  fociety  did  not  both 
rtquire  and  authorife  reftraint. 

*'   Gentlemen  cf  the  thufe  of  Commons, 

"  I    have   ordered  the  proper  officers  to  lay  before  you 
the  feveral  accounts    and  ellimates  ;  and  I  have    the  plea-, 
fure  of  acquainting  you,  that  I  have  nothing  to  aik  but  the 
lifual  and  neceitdry  fuppiies    for  the  fupport   of   the    efta- 
blifhment.' 

•'  The  King  having  thought  it  necefTary,  at  this  timr, 
to  fend  for  two  battalions  more  from  hence,  has  ordered, 
that,  immediataly  upon  their  landing  in  England,  they 
ihaJl  be  put  upon  the  Britiih  eftablilhraent  ;  and  chat  the 
fupplementalincreafe  of  regular  forces,  for  your  defence 
here,  ihall  be  made  in  the  leaft'expenfive  manner,  by  ad- 
ditional companies  only_;  after  which  augmentation,  the 
number  of  troops  will  ftill  be  within  the  ufual  military 
f-ftabUlliment.  -        ,    -     - 

**   My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

**  It  is  with  the  greateft  fa  is  faction  thst  I  hear  of  the 
p'efent  Houriftung  ftate  of  your  Iineri  manufadure,  and  I 
jiioft  earneilly  recommend  to  you  the  pare  anc  irr»|  rove-' 
men!:  of^)  vaiuabic  a  branch  of  your  trSde  :  lei:  not  this 
profperity  produce  negligence  ;  snd  let  it  never  be  fuppo- 
fed  to  be  brought  to  its  utiiioft  extent  ar  pet  feci  on.  Trade 
has  always  been  the  beft  fupport  cf  all  naiians,  and  th« 
principal  care  of  the  wileft. 

^*  1  peiTuade  myfclf,  ihat  the  bufir~efi  of  diis  fciu/n  wilt 
be  carried  on  with  that  temper  arid  unariiniity  w  :.:ch  a  true 
and  uubiafTel  regard  io^  the  put-lic  naiuraily  produce:-,  snd 

which 
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which  the  prafent  ftkte  of  affairs  more  particularly  de* 
mands.  For  my  own  part,  I  make  you  no  profeffions  ; 
^ou  will,  you  ought  to  judge  of  me  only  by  my  adlions." 

Both  houfes,  in  confequence  of  this  fpeech,  agreed  up- 
on very  loyal  addreiTes  to  his  Majefty,  expreffing  their  ut- 
laoil  indigiiation  at  and  abhorrence  of  the  rebellion  in 
Scotland,  and  promifing  to  ftand  by  his  Majefly  with  their 
lives  and  fonufiiEs  j  and  by  his  tordihip's  vigilance,  and 
prudent  adminiltration,  which  was  univerfally  admired,  all 
was  kept  quiet  in  Ireland.  He  was  indeed  fo  much  ef- 
^eemed  there,  that  mgft  or  all  the  chief  cities  in  that  king- 
dom entered  into  affoeiatiens  for  the  defence  of  the  reign- 
ing family. 

'  On  the  I J th  of  April   3746,  his, lordHiip  having   given 

|]is  sffent  to  feveral   a£ls   very  conducive  to  the  welfare  of 

the  kiagdom  of  Jveland,  concluded  the  feffion    of   parlia- 

^jnent  with  the  ibllovviag  escellent  fpeech  from  ilic  throne, 

**-  My  Lords  and  Qentkvicn^ 

V  The  bufinefs  of  the  fefSoa  being  new  concluded,  I 
believe  yc-u  cannot  be  unwilling  io  return  to  your  refpec- 
live  couniies  ;  as  you  mufl  be  fenfibW,  that  the  u^any  good 
laws  which~^'0u-  have  pafftd  will  rc;ceive  an  adcJiriunal 
weight  by  your  authoaiy  ia  executing,  and  by  your  ex- 
ample  in  obfervrng,  then^.    ' 

•*  The  almoil  unprecedented  ternper  and  unanliXiity 
^'ith  which  you  have  carried  on  x\\.z  public  bufinefs,  ypuf 
Ui  Ihaken  fiJeliiy  to  the  King,  your  invidlable' attach- 
jnent  to  the  preient  happy  coniUtution,  and  your  jafi:  in- 
dignaiion  of  thfi  ateempcs  lately  made  to  fubvert  it,  will 
advantagcouny  diU'ngmfh  this  fefiion  in  the  journals  of 
irarliam^nt  ;  and  the  concurrent  zeal  and  a^ive  loyalty  of 
atll  hiaMrjeily's  Proteftan.1  fubjc(^H  o!  ail  denominations, 
throughout  this  kingdom,  prove  at  once  how  fenfible  and 
how  deferying  they  are  of  his  care  and  prote^iion.^  Evert 
thofe  deluded ptople,  who  fcarcely  acknowledge  )^is  govern- 
ment, fecm,  by  their  conduct*  tacitly  to  have  conftj^d  the 
;id vantages  they  enjoy  URder  ir«  At  my  return  to' his  Ma- 
jefly^s  prefence,  I  fhall  not  fail  moll  faithfully  to  rcporl 
tiiefe  (ruths,  fince  the  moft  faithful  will  be  at  the  fame  tirri& 
the  moll  favorable  leprefentaiiont  *^-'  Thf 
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<«  The  rebellion,  which  rather  dlfturbed  than  endan- 
gered the  King's  government,  has  been  defeated,  though 
rot  yet  totally  fupprefled  :  but  as  thofe  flagitious  parri- 
cides, who  were  abajadened  enough  to  avow  and  defperate 
enough  to  engage  in  the  caufe  of  popery  and  tyranny,have 
already  been  repulfed  and  purfued  by  the  valour  of  his 
royal  highnefs  the  Dcke,  there  is  the  ftrongeft  room  to 
believe,  that  he  will  foon  complete  the  work  which  he  kss 
fo  glorioufiy  begun,  and  reftore  the  tranquility  of  the 
kingdom.  This  attempt  therefore  to  fliake  his  Majefty's 
throne,  will  ferve  to  eftabli/h  it  the  more  firmly ;  fince  all 
Europe  muft  now  know  the  unanimous  zeal  and  affec- 
tion of  his  fubjecls  for  the  defence  and  fupport  of  his  perr 
fon  and  government  ;  and  thofe  hopes  are  at  lafl  extJn- 
guifiied  with  which  the  Pretender  has  fa  long  flattered, 
and,  as,  it  now  appears,  at  laft  deceived  himfelf.  Eventhe 
powers,  who  encouraged  him  to  the  attempt,  muft  convince 
him,  that  he  has  now  been,  what  he  ever  will  be,  only  the 
occafional  tool  of  their  politics,  not  the  real  objtdl  of  their 
fare. 

**  GefiiUmen  of  the  Hovfe  sf  Commons^ 

«*  I  have  the  King's  commands  to  tharTk  you,  in  his 
name,  for  the  unanimity  and  difpatch  with  which  you 
have  granted  the  necefTaryfup plies  for  the  fupport  ^{  the 
eftabliOrment.  You  may  depend  upon  th^ir  being  applied 
wiih  the  utmoil  exat5lnefs  and  frugality* 

*•  I  muH  ROt  omit  my  own  acknowledgments  for  the 
particular  ccniidence  you  have  placed  in  me,  by  leaving 
to  my  care  ar<^  management  the  great  Aim  that  you  vo- 
luntarily voted  for  national  arms,  and  for  fortifying  the 
harbour  of  Co  ke.  The  confiderable  faving  which  will 
appear  upon  thofe  two  articles,  as  well  in  the  inte;efl  up- 
on the  loan,  as  in  the  application  of  the  principal,  will,  I 
hope,  prove  that  I  have  been  truly  fenfiblc  of  the  im'a  i^- 
pofed  in  me.  '  . 

"  The  alBdance  which  you  have  given  to  the  Proteflant 
ch?;»er-fchook,  is  a  molt  prudent  3s  wei!  as  a  mod  com- 
paflionate  charity  ;  aisd  J  do  \Qry  earnefJy  leccmmend  to 
your  conftanr  prQte£lion  and  encoaTagemeTit  that  excellent 
inftitu-ion,  by  which  fjch  a  conficeriible  number  of  un- 
happy children  are  annually  refcued  from  the  mifery    that 

,    ■  '  alv^ays^ 
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always,  and  the  guilt  that   commonly,  accompanies  unin- 
flruded  poverty  and  idlenefs. 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"Though  Great-Britain  has,  in  the  courfe  of  this  cen» 
tury,  been  ©ften  molelted  by  infurredlions  at  home  and  in- 
■  vafions'from  abroad,  this  kingdom  has'  happily,  and  de- 
fervedly,  enjoyed  that  uninterrupted  tranquility  which 
trade  and  manufaftures,  arts  and  fciences,  require  for  their 
improvement  and  perfeftiori.  Nature  too  has  been  pecu- 
liarly favorable  to  this  country,  whofe  temperate  climate' 
and  fruitful  foil  fo  invite,  and  would  reward,  c^re  and  in-. 
duftry.  Let  me,  therefore,  moll  ferioufly  recommend  to 
you,  in  your  private  as  well  as  in  your  public  capacities, 
the  utmeft  attention  to  thofe  important  objects,  which  at 
once  enrich,  Ihengthen,  and  adorn,  a  nation.  They  will 
f!ouri(h  where  they  are  cultivated  ;  and  they  are  always 
belt  culdvaied  by  the  indulgence,  the  encouragement,  and 
above  all  by  the  example,  of  perfons  of  fuperior  rank. 

"I  cannot  conclude  without  repeating  my  heartieft 
thanks  tQ  you  for  your  kind  addrefies,  in  which  you  ex- 
prefs  your  approbation  of  my  conrdbft.  My  duty  to  the 
K-ing,  who  w idles  the  intereft  and  happinefs  of  all  hisfub- 
jeifls,  called  for  my  ut»ioft  endeavors  to  promote  yours  ; 
and  my  inclinations  confpired  with  my  duty.  Thefe  hn- 
timents  fhall,.!  afTure  you,  be  the  only  motives  of  all  my 
actions,  of  which  your  inierefl  muft  confequently  be  the 
only  ®bje(5l." 

Immediately  after  clbfing  the  feiHon,  his  Iord{hip  fet  out 
for  London,  where  he  arrived  the  13th  of  April  ;  foon  af- 
ter which,  he  fent  his  fon  abroad,  ^nd  went  to  Bath  hirn- 
felf  for, the  benefit  of  his  health., 

In  Odober  following,  he  was  chofe?^  otte  of  his  Msjef- 
ty*6  principal  fecretaries  of  State  :  Which  ofiice  hu  exer- 
cifetlwith  equal  integrify  and  ability,  till  Febriirary  1748  ; 
when,  finding  (his  health  declining,  he  refigned  the,  feals 
to  the  King,  who  parted  with  him  gratioufiy,  and  with 
regret. 

Satiated  with  the  po'mp  of  cfjce,  and  wearied  with  the 
buftle  of.public  a^airs,  he  nosvlangui (bed  after  retirement, 
find  to. enjoy  at  his  eafe  ike  comfc»-t5  of  privare  and  focial 
MiQ.     He  longed 

I\unc 
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Nunc  fjitirum  lihris,  nunc  fomjio^  et  inertihus  horis, 
Ducere  foliicita  JHtunda  ablivia  *uita. 

He  wilhed  alfo  for  leifure  to  carry  on  regularly  the  corref* 
pondence  with  his  fon ;  which  he  fays  he  liked  better  thaa 
that  of  all  the  kings,  princes,  and  minifters  of  Europe,; 
and  whpfe  inilrudion  and  improvement  were  (as  he  ex- 
prefles  it)  eternaliy  the  objsdls  of  his  thoughts.  But  he 
likewife  amufed  himfelf  with  coiBpofitions  ©f  a  diiFefcac 
nature.  He  furniflied  the  moll- ad  mired  eflays  in  the  Pa- 
per called  The  WoRLp.  The  other  Pieces  given  in  ih« 
prefent  Publication  were  written  at  different  periods,  aa.d 
are  all  that  could  be  collected  with  any  certainty  of  being 
his.  A  celebrated  performance,  entitled  iH?^  Oicommy  cf 
Human  Life,  was  for  fame  time  attributed  to  him^^and 
was  certainly  not  unworthy  of  his  pen  ;  but, the  real  author 
is  now  known  to  have  beea  the  late  Mr.  DodUey. 

Hii"  !ordfhip*s  healthy-  after  it's  iirll  decline  at  the  peri- 
cd  above  mentioned,  feems  never  to  have  been  in  a  con- 
firmed ftate,  as  may  be  gathered  from  his  Letters.  He 
was  totally  dep  ived  of  his  heaving  nriarsy  years  before  he 
died.  Notwithftandina  this  lofs,  io  difqualifyi.^g  for  the 
enjoyment  of  the  beft  comforts  of  life,  his  ufual  cheerful- 
refs  did  not  fo-fake  him  ;  of  which  his.- Petition  to  the 
King,  wricten  in  this  fituadon,  is  a  ftriking  inUance-  This 
cheerfiilnefoj  ^^hich  he  preferved  in  the  midft  of  all  his  in- 
firmities, was  at  the  fa^c  time  accompanied  by  the  moll 
Gompofed  refignation.  In  Letter  GCCLIL  he  fays,  *'  I 
**  feel  a  gradual  decay,  though  a  gentle  one  ;  and  think 
•*  ihat  Lihall  not  tumble  (and  he  was  liotmiilaken),  but 

_•'  Aide  gently,  to  i:he  bottom  of  the  hill  of  life.  When 
**  that  \rA\  be,  I  rreither  know  nor  care  ;  for  I  am  ve'-; 
^^  ^jeayj.^'—h  wearinefs  that  becsme  lefs  fupport?>ble  af- 
ter the  fofs  of  Fiis  only  Son  *,  with  whom  ail  his  worldly 
hopes  periPiied,      Hv;  fiirvived    him    five    years  -  aad  fome 

,  months  ;  v-heR  Heaven  relieved  him  from  the  burden  of 
that  life  of  v\'hich  he  had  grov*'n  fo- wirary,  on  the  25th  of 
Mari:h   1773,  in  the.  ySih  }ear  cf  his  age. 

Piiilip 


tbiityfiv£.     S^- 

Accouuf  vf  Mi--,   o  van  hope,  p.    >>:ip;. 


XI V  TJ^i  Life  &f  ibe  Ian 

Philip  Dormer  Stanhope,  ear}  of  Chefteffiehi,  was  a 
flight  made  man,  idTf  the  middle  iize  ;  rather  genteel  thaa 
handfome  cither  in  face  or  perfon  :  buc  thert  was  a  cer- 
tain fuavity  in  his  countenance,  which  acQompanied  witk 
a  polite  addrefs  and  pleaiing  elocution,  obtained  him  in  a 
wonderful  degree  the  admiration  of  bo<h  fexes,  and  made 
hh  fait  irrefift'ible  with  either.  He  was  naturally  pofTcf- 
fed  of  a  fine  fenfibility  ;  but  by  a  habit  of  maltering  his 
pafiions  and  difguifmg  his  iedings,  he  at  length  arrived  ac 
the  appearance  of  the  moft  perfed  Stoicifm  :  nothing  fur- 
prifed,  alarmed,  or  difcompofed  him.  His  capacity  was 
firong,  and  his  learning  extenfive  ;  his  wit  brilliant,  andi 
his  humour  eafy  :  and  what  has  Icflened  his  reputation 
with  a  certainclafs  of  readers,  is  his  higheft  praife.  Hij 
compoiitions  difdain  that  Itiltcd  dignity,  which  is  fo  often 
raiftakcn  for  genius  ;  like  his  manners,  they  arc  more  ele- 
gant than  lofty  :  his  talents  have  nothing  of  Gothic  vio- 
lence, and  his  learning  is  brought  down  to  the  level  of 
poliflied  life.  As  a  public  fpeakcr,  he  was  able,  eloquent, 
and  eorreft  ;  intimately  acquainted  with  the  interells  ot 
his  country,  and  of  Europe  :  As  a  patriot  he  was  warm, 
bold,  an4  incorruptible  :  As  a  flatefman  and  a  negocia- 
tor,  he  was  deep,  cunning,  pliant,  and  to  a  certain  degree 
deceitful  ':  As  a  private  nobleman,  he  was  apparently  o- 
pen,  and  engagingly  free  and  communicative  to  his  e- 
quals  ;  attentively  polite,  even  to  his  inferiors  ;  and,  iii 
the  prefence  of  his  fuperiors,  princes  and  potentate?,  p-ro- 
loundly  refpeflful,  .  yet  perfe^ly  unimbarrafled.  He  was 
generous,  and  even  profufe,  in  the  former  part  of  his  life  :  la 
the  latter,  he  was  perhaps  too  psrHmonioas  ;  but  the  laii- 
dablenefs  of  the  motive,  a  deine  to.  fave  a  fortune  for  h'"s 
natural  Ton,  to  whom  he  could  not  traiifinit  his  eftate,  will 
certainly  be  deemed  a  fcfHcieni:  apology.  Vanity  appears 
to  have  been  his  only  foible,  and  g3mi?)g  his  only  vice.  - 
The  firft  might  be  attended  with  Tome  good  confequences  i 
the  latter  with  none  :  it  hurt  both  his  health  and  his  for^ 
tune  ;  and  during  the  beft  part,  of  his  life  made  him  th,^^ 
dupe  oi  a  i^^^  of  fliarpers,  who  coniidered  him  as  theif 
prey,  and  whom  any  nnan  lefs  infa^Cuated  might  have  fcea 
h-ad  nothing  to  Icfe.  But  of  this  felly*  as  v/ell  as-  the  fu-  . 
tility  cf  pompous  greatv,t'fii,  he  v.?;s  iuliy  fenfib'e  many 
years   befote    his  deaih  ;  and,  fel!o\ving   nature    by    the 

iigh; 
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light  of  experience,  focial  yet  temperate,  grave    yet  gay^ 

b-e  m'ght  be  truly  faid  to  live  the  life  of  Re aso No. 

Mis  panegyric,  couched  in  the    following    addrefs    rot 

lefs  juft  than  elegant,  may  BOt  improperly  c!ofe  the  abovi 

flcetch. 

**  O  thoa;  whdfe  wifdom,  fdlid  yet  reHn'd, 

Whofe  patriot-virtues,  and  confcmtnate  fkill 

To  touch  the  finer  fprings  that  move  the  woildj, 

Joined  to  whatever  the  graces  can  betlow. 

And  all  Apallo's  Animating  Hre, 

Give  thee  svith  plcaiing  dignity  to  fh'r.e 

At  once  the  giiardian,  ornament,  and  j  oy, 

Ofpoli^'d  life  ;— ^permit  ths  rural  Mufe, 

O  Chefterfield  !  to  grace  with  thee  rer  fong  5 

Ere  to  the  fliades  again  £ie  humbly  flies, 

Indulge  her  fond  ambition  in  thy  train, 

{For  every  Mate  has  iri  Cdy  train  a  place). 

To  mark  thy  various  full-accdmplifh'd  mind  : 

To  mark  that  fpirit,  which,  with  Britifh  fcortl^ 

R^je6ts  th*  allurements  of  corropted  pow*r  ; 

That  elegant  politenefs  which  e;ic?lls, 

Even  in  the  judgment  of  prefurhpt'oiis  France^ 

The  boailed  niarsners  oFher  fhining  court  ; 

That  wif,  the  vivid  energy  of   {'2.x\{qs 

The  truth  of  nature,  which  with  Attic  point. 

And  kind  Weli-tempeied  fatire.  frooothly   keen. 

Sceals  through  the  foul,  and  without  pain  corre6>"- 

Or,   rifKig  thence,  v/ith  yet  a  brighter  fiame> 

O  let  ms  hail  thee' on  fame  glarious  day. 

When  to  the  nil'nin^;  fenate  ardent  crovv-d 

Britanni:i^o  {orss  to  hsarher  p'esded  caafe  ! 

Then  crefs'd  by  thee,   niore  ami-b!y  fair. 

Truth  the  fcFt  robe  of  mild  perfuafion  v/iears  :' 

Thou  to  alTeotin^  R?;afdn.giv'ic  again 

Her  own    enlighien'd  thoughts  ;  ca-I'd  fVori  the  heart. 

Th*  obedient- pa (11  jn 3  on  ihy  voic^  aitend  ; 

And  cvV.  reluitant  party  fee's  a  while 

Thy  gracious  priw'r,  a§  th-oligh    the  varied  mate 

pf  Eloquence,  no.y  fai:)othj  >.iovv  quick,  no*/.'  k^oni^^ 

Profound  and  clear,  yoii  roil  the  copiou?  fiord. '^ 

Tiioivipsor?. 
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Extraa  from  the  late  Earl  of  Chefteffidd's  Will, 

[The  nmll  is  contained  in  ft<vm  Jkins  of  parchment  ; 
and  is  dated  June  ^.  IJJ2,  ;  the  codicil  is  dated  Feb.  II. 
1775.  The  executors  are^  Sir  Charles  Hotham,  Bt.  K,  B. 
nonu  Sir  Charles  Thomfjorty  Bee-umtnt  Hothamf  Efy;  and 
Lsuel  Stanhope y  E/^',] 

I  PHILIP  DORMER,  esri  of  Chefterfield,  ferlouily 
confidering  the  uncei'iainty  of  human  life  in  the  beft, 
and  more  particularly  of  ray  own  ic  my  dedinicg  Hate  of 
health,  do,  while  in  a  found  Hate  of  mind,   make  ^this  my 

~lafl  will  and  teftament  ;  intending  to'difpofe  of  all  my 
worldly  affairs,  not  as  humour  may  prompt,  but  as  jullice 
and  equity  feem  to  dired. 

I  mofl  humbly  recommend  my  fool  to  the  extcnfive  mer- 
cy of  that  Eternal,  Supreme,  Intelligent  Being,  who  gave 
it  me  ;  mod  eafneftly,  at  the  fame  time,    deprecating  his 

juftice. -Satiated    witli    the    pompous  fellies  of    life, 

of  which  I  have  had  an  uncommon  (hare,  I  would 
have  no  pofthumous  onts  difplayed  at  my  funeral  ;  and 
therefore  defire  to  be  buried  in  the  next  burying-place 
to  the  place  where   I    fhall    die,  and    limit    the  expence 

cf   my    funeral    to   100  i. —I  give,     devife,    snd     be- 

,^ueath,  all  my  manors,  mcfTuagcs,  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments  whatfoever,  which  I  zm  IViftd  of>  interelled 
in,  or  intitled  to,  within  the  counties  of  Bucks,  Bedfjii^ 
Hertford,  Derby,  ^nd  Nottingham,  to  the  ufeof  my  god^ 

.fon  Philip  Stanhope,  Efq;  fon  of  my  kinsman  Arthuir 
Stanhope,  Efq;  deceafed,  and  his  affigns,  for  and  during 
the  term  ef  his  natural  life,  without  impeachment  cf  wafte, 
I  apply  the  clear  yearly  fam  of  2500  1.  for  ihe  mainten- 
ance and  education  of  my  faid  gcdfon,  Philip  Stanhope, 
during  his  minority.  And  I  do  declare,  that  i  have  'di. 
rf.&.ed  the  faid  cfear  yearly  f«m  of  2500  1.  to  be  paid  and 
applied  to  and  for  the  ufe  and  b?nciit  of  mv  faid  i^ocfo*), 
to  the  intent  that  he  may  go  and  reii'Je  abroad,  at  iikh. 
place  or  places  as  the  ptiions  heirin  afrr  named,  who  are 
to  fuperiiUed  the  eduction  c'f  my  fna  gcdfon>  Ihal)  think 
proper  ;  and  to  enable  my  C;id  ^'^odfon  to  purfue  his  '.r::;- 
ve's  thfoigh  Fratic",  G^^rmanv.  _  Fiande;s,    and"  Ho!-ard, 
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but  I  win  and  defire,  that  he  by  no  means  go  into  haly, 
^vhich  I  look  upon  now  to  be  the  fcuj  fink  of  illibsra!  man- 
ners and  vices  :  and  I  defire  that  my  noble  friend  Francis 
Earl  of  Huntingdon,  and  the  faid  Sir  Charles  Horham, 
fliall  have  the  abfolute  direftion  of  the  education  of  my 
faid  gcdfon  Philip  Stanhope,  until  he  fliall  attain  his  ags 
of  twenty-one  years,  as  J  know  of  no  perfons  more  capa- 
ble of  giving  him  the  fentiments  or  manners  of  a  gende- 
inan.  The  feveral  devices  and  btquefts  helein  before  and 
herein  after  given  by  me  to  and  in_favor  of  my  faid  god- 
ion  Philip  Stanhope  fhall  fee.fubJ€(Sl 'to  the  €ondiiion  and 
re^ridlion  herein  after  iiientio ned  ;  that  is  to  fay,  That  in 
cafe  n>y  faid  gcdfon  Philip  Stanhope  fhali  at  any  time 
hereafter  keep,  or  be  concerned  in  the  keeping,  of  any 
race-horfe  or  race-horfes,  or  pack  or  packs  of  hound?,  or 
refide  one  r^ight  at  Newmarket,  that  infamous  feminary  of 
iniquity  and  ill-manners,  diiri??g  the  courfe  of  the  races 
there,  or  fliall  re  fort  to  the  faid  races,  or  Ihall  lofe  in  any 
one  day  at  any  game  or  bett  whatfoever  the  fum  of  500  J, 
then  and  in  any  of  the  cafes  aforefaid  it  is  my  exprefs  w;llj 
thjt  he  my  faid  godfon  fhall  forfeit  and  pay  out  of  my  e- 
ilate  fhe  fum  of  gooo  1.  to  and  {^r  the  uf^  of"  the  Dean 
snd  Chapter  of  Wellminiler,  for  every  fuch  offence  or  mif- 
deraeahour  as  is  above  fpectfied,  to  be  recovered  by  a6lion 
ctdeb:  in  any  of  his  M-jefty's  courts  of  record  at  Wefl- 
minfter.  I  give  to  my  faid  godfon  Philip  Stanhope',  the 
large  brilliant  diamond  ring  which  I  commonly  wear  my-- 
f:lf,  and  which  was  lef-  me  by  the  late  Duchef^  of  Marl- 
borough  ;  and  I  defire  that  the  fame  may  delcend  and  go 
as  an  htir  locsn  with  the  title^of  Earl  of  Cheflerfield, — = 
I  give  u'lto  Mrs  Elizabeth  du  Bouchet,  :he  moiher  of  my 
kttf  narci  jI  fon  Ph-lip  S  an  hope,  Efq;  deceased,  500  1.  as 
a  foiall  reparation  for  the  injury  I  did  her. — I^ive.to.the 
faid  Lot^r-l  Stanhope  and  Beaumont  Hojham,  and 'their 
heirs,  the  f^fver--"!  anr.uidrs  or  rent-charges  of  fool.  each, 
during  che  minority  of  Charles  Stanhope  and  Ph;Hp  Stan- 
hope, ions  of  ray  late  natural  fon  Pniiip  S..anhope,  xs^on 
ti-uii,  that  they  the  i?S^  ttufte^s  do  afp'y  the  fari-.e  for 
their  maintenance  and  education  durin^r*  their  minority  ; 
and  4apon  the  faid  Charles  Stanhope  and  Philip  otanhfjpe 
feveraliy  attaining  their  feveral  ages  of  tv^-^'aty-oa:'  years. 
f  will  ihai  the   faid    laH-xEenUQncd    annuities  ^^^  c^r:fe. 
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and  in  liea  thereof  I  give  to  each  of  them  the  faid  Charlea 
Stanhope  and  Philip  Stanhope  one  annuity  or  yeaily  rent- 
charge  ojf  ipo  1.  for  ?ind  during  the  term  of  each  of  their 
Jives  ;  lo  coo  L  upon  this  truft,  that  the  faid  truftees  do 
immediately  upon  my  death  place  cut  and  inveft  the  fame 
in  the  public  funds,  or  on  real  fscurity,  at  intercft,  during 
fhe  fnincrities  cf  the  faid  Charles  Stanhope  and  Philip 
Stanhope  ;  and  do  and  (hall  at  the  end  of  every  half-year 
place  out  the  intereft  and  dividends  thereof  again  at  inter- 
cft in  the  fame  funds  as  and  for  an  accumulating  fund  ; 
arid  that  the  faid  truftees  do  and  fti^ll  pay  and  transfer  one 
moiety  or  half-part  of  the  Gid  fum  of  10,000  I.  and  of 
fuch  intereft  and  dividends  as  (hall  fo  accumalate  as  afore- 
faid,  unto  the  faid  Charles  Stanhope  upon  his  a 'tainin| 
his  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  the  other  moiety  or  hsli- 
part  thereof  unto  the  faid  Philip  Stanhope  upon  his  attain- 
ing  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. — I  give  to  WilliamStan- 
liope,  Efq;  a  natural  fon  of  my  late  brother  Sir  Wiiliam 
Stanhupe,  an  annuity  of  joo  i.  for  his  life  ;  ?ind  to  Mrs. 
Ilfley,  widow,  an  annuity  of  2^  I.  for  her  life  ;  in  lieu 
and  in  difcharge  of  the  like  annuities  given  them  \iy  my 
ferother*s  will. — I  give  to  V/ illiam  Str>£tiand,  my  old  and 
faithful  fervanr,  50  ^umeas,  if  in  my  fervjce  at  rry  d^ath  ^ 
and  to  Jacob  Ub/ec,-  my  old  groom,  who  has  lived  with 
me  above  foft/  )ears,  40  guineas,  if  in  my  fervice  at  my 
death  ;  and  I, give  to  all  my  menial  or  houfhold  fervart§ 
that  {lr*ll  have  lived  with  me  five  years  or  upwards  at  thg 
time  of  my  deaih,  whom  I^coKiider  as  unfortunate  frierdsj. 
2ny  equals  by  nature,  and  my  interiors  only  by  the  diiFej" 
:cncc  of  ou-  fortunes,  two  years  wsges  above  what  fhali  b? 
due  to  ihem  at  my  death,  and  mo^rnirg  ;  and  to  aI^  wq 
pther  menial  fevvantE  one  year's  wageij  and  mourLing, 
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?T7'  £  W  charaftcrs  among  the  nobility  of  this  ag« 
X/  and  nation  are  better  known  than  that  of  the  late 
ingenious,  witty,  all-accoaipliihed  Earl  of  Chefterfield  ; 
who  was  alike  diilinguiftied  in  the  poJite,  the  political, 
and  the  learned  circlesr  He  was  endowed,  wuh  an  un- 
common portion  of  good  fenfe,  and  the  raoft  lively  parts ; 
he  had  a  perfed  knowledge  of  mankind  ;  he  was  a  com- 
plete gentleman,  and  a  delightful  companion.  In  fine, 
he  poffcfil'd  thofe  rare  talents^^and  amiable  qualities, 
which  could  not  fail  of  procuring  him  the  admiration 
and  the  love  of  all  ,ivho  had  the  happirefs  of  eRJoyxng  his 
friendfhip,  or  fharing  his  converfation.  To  his  gaiety 
of  difpofition,  his  engaging  manners,  his  happy  tenor  of 
life,  and  cheerfulold  age,  we  may  not  unaptly  apply 
(vvi^h  a  ll'ght  variation  of  a  word  or  two)  his  fiiend 
Pope's  veiCes  on  Monf.  Voirure  ; 

Who,  wifely  carelefs,  innocently  gay, 
Cheerful,  could  play  the  trifle  life  away  ; 
Till  fats  f:arce  felt  his  gende  breath  fupprefs'd, 
'A?  fmiiing  infants  fpqrt  themfelves  to  reft. 

# 

*  Ot  his  Lordftiip's  literary  talents  the  world  hath  had 
rarious  fpecisacns^  in  thofe  hgidvc  pe/formances,    which, 

though 
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though  anonynjous,  have  been  afcribed  t«  him  on  fufEcient 
autbority  ;  but  thefe  talents  are  more  amply,  difplayed  in 
the  colle^lion  cf  Leilers  now  before  us. 

«  The  general  fcope  of  thefe  Letters,  and  the  reafon 
that  induced  his  Lordfhip  to  write  on  the  fubjed  of  Eda- 
cation,'  are  explained  in  an  Introduflory  Adueriifment  by 
the  Lady  *  who  made  them  public.  •    , 

"  It  is  well  known,"  fays  fhe,  "  that  the  late  Earf  of 
Chellerfield  had  a  natural  fon,  whom  he  loved  with  the 
mofl  unbounded  afrefljon,  and  whofe  education  was  for 
nwny  years  the  chief  engigemenc  of  his  life.  After 
fumifhing  him  with  the  moil  valuable  treafures  of  ancient 
and  modern  learning,  to  thofe  acquifitions  he  was  defiious 
of  adding  that  knowledge  of  men  and  things  which  he 
himfelf  had  acquired  by  long  and  graat  experiencg.  With 
this  view  were  written  the  following  Letters  ;  which  be- 
gin with  thofe  dawnings  of  inftru£lion  adapted  to  the  ca- 
pacity of  a  boy,  and,  riling  gradually  by  precepts  a?id  mo- 
nitions calculated  to  dire£l  and  guard  the  age  of  incautious 
youth,  finife  with  the  advice  and  knowledge  reqaifite  to 
form  the -man  ambitious  to  fhine  as  an  acccrnpliflied  Cour- 
tier, an  Orator  in  jhe  Senate,  or  a  Miniiler  at  fjreign. 
Courts. 

**  In  order  to  efFedl  thefe  purpcfes,  his  Lore  (hip  thought 
it  the  firfc  and  mall  indifpenfable  6bj.e£t — to  lay,  in  «he 
eariieil  period  of  life,  a  firm  foundation  in  good  principles 
and  found  religion.  His  next  point  "was,  to  give  him  a 
perfeft  knowledge  of  the  dead  Jangusges.  and  all  rhe  dif- 
ferent branches  of  folid  learnin?,  by  the  (ludy  of  the  beft 
ancient  Authors  ;  and  alfo  fuch  a,  general  idea  of  the  fci- 
ences,  ss  it  is  a  difgrace  to  a  gentleman  not  to  poiTefs. 
The  article  of  infirudlion  with  vvhich  he  concludes  his  fyf- 
tem" of  education,  and  which  he  more  particuTariy  enforces 
throughout  the  whole  work,  is  the  ^Ki^)'  of  that  ufcfu!  and 

extenfivc 


*  Wido^jj  of  the  Gentlemen' to  'whcm  Lord  Chtfcr field's 
Letters  I'^ere  addreJJ'td. 


Monthly    Review.  xxa 

cxtenfive  fcience,  The  knowledge  of  Mankind  :  in  tl^e 
courfe  of  which,  appears  the  niceft  invelligation  oF  the 
human  heart  and  the  fprings  of  human  actions.  From 
hence  we  find  hi'm  induced  to  lay  fo  great  a  ftrefs  on  what 
are  generally  called  Accompliftiments,  as  moft  indifpenfa- 
bly  requilite  to  finifk  the  amiable  and  brilliant  part  of  a 
complete  charafter. 

**  It  would  be  unnecelTary  to  expatiate  on  the  merits  of 
fuch  a  work,  executed  by  fo  great  a  mailer.  They  can- 
not  but  be  obvious  to  every  perfon  of  fenfe  ;  the  more,  as 
nothing  of  this  fort  has  ever  been  produced  in  the  Engliih 
language.  The  candour  of  the  Public,  ta  which  thefe  Let- 
ters^appeal,  will  determine  tke  amufement  and  inftrudion 
they  afford.  It  isprefumed,  they  will  be*  read  with  gene-, 
ral  iatisfadion  ;  as  the  principal,  and  by  far  the  greater' 
part  of  them,  were  written  when  the  late  Earf  of  Cheller- 
iield'was  in  the  full  vigour  of  his  mind,  and  pofTeifed  all 
thcfe  qualifications  for  which  he  was  fo  juflly  admired  in 
England,  revered  in  Ireland,  and  elleemed  wlierever  known. 

«'*  Some  perhaps  <may  be-of  opinion,  that  the  £rft  letters 
in  this  colleftion,  intended  for  the  inftrjadicn  of  a  child  then 
«nder  feven  years  of  age,  were  too  trifling  to  merit  publi- 
cation. They  are,  however  inferted  by  the  advice  of  fe- 
veral  gentle:Be«  of  learniag  and  real  judgment,  who  con- 
iidered  the  whole  as  abfolutely  nece/lary  to  form  a  com-, 
plete  fytlera  of  education.  And,  indeed,  the  Reader  v.'ill 
^nd  his  Lordihip  repeatedly  telling  his  fon,  that  his  affec- 
tion for  him  makes  him  look  upon  no  inftruflion,  which 
may  be  of  fervice  to  him,  as  too  trifii^ig  or  too  low  :  It 
was  therefore  judged  by  no  means  expedient,  to  fupprefs 
what,  to  fo  experienced  a  man,  appearejl  jequifife  to  the 
completion  of  his  undertaking.  The  indrudions  f:atverei 
t-hroughcuc  thofe  Letters,  are  happily  calculated 

*-,To  teach  the  young  idea  how  to  ilioot," 

to  form  and  enlighten  the  infant  mind  upon  its  firftcpen- 
ing,  and  ptepare  it  to  receive  thevearly  impreflions-if 
learning  and  cf  morality.     Of  theie,    many  entire  ler(cis» 

sn.'  fVn-  p:,tf  err':-,    -,  loH  ;  uhkh,  conH'^erin^  the 

'    tendei* 
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tender  years  of  Mr.  Stanhop^  at  that  time,   cannot  be  e 
matter  of  furprize,  bat  will  always  be  onebf  regret. 

**  As  to  thofe  repetitions,  which  fomctimfes  occur,  that 
iftany  may  efteem  inaccuracies,  and  think  they  bad  better 
been  retrenched  :  they  are  fo  varied,  and  their  fignifican- 
cy  thrown  in  6  fuch  and  fo  many  different  lights,  that  they 
could  not  be  altered  without  mutila.ing  the  work,;  in  the 
courfe  of  which  the  Reader  will  alfo  obferve  his  Lordfhip 
often  exprefsiy  declaring,  that-  fuch  repetitions  are  purpoife* 
ly  intended  to  inculcate  his  inlhu^ions  mere  forcibly. 

■  "  The  Letters  written  from  the  time  that  Mr.  Stanhope 
was  employed  as  one  of  his  Majefly*s  Miniilers  abroad, 
although  not  relative  to  Education,  yet  as  they  continue  the 
feries  of  Lord  Chefte- iield*s  Le^tters  to  his  Son,  and  difco- 
ver  his  fentiments  on  various  interefting  fubjedls  of  public 
as  well  as  private  concern,  it  is  prefumed  they  canttdt  fail 
of  being  acceptable  to  the  Public."  - 

•  The  foregoing  Advertifemtni  exhibits  fo  complete  ^ 
view  of  the  nature,  defign,  and  tendency  of  thefe  Letter?c 
that  we  think  it  altogether  fuperfluous  to  add  any  thing  to 
ihe  account. '*~-r- —  *  ,. 
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It  will,  however,  not  be  improper,  nor  unacceptable 
to  the  Read^Tj  that  we  fubjoiu 

A  jhort  AtcQunt  of  Philip  Stanhope,    Efq^S 
io  whom  the  Lttttrs  vjtre  addrejkd* 

THIS  darling  T\t\\:ir'>}  \oxi,  who  was  born  May ''J. 
17^3,  and  to  vy'hofe  moiher  the  Earl  left  500  I. 
*•  as  a  fiuali  repacadon  for  the  injury  he  did  her  *''\  af- 
ter being  educated  at  Welimirfier  fchfiol,  went  abroad  j'.t 
iy\6i  under  the  tuition  of  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Harte(2^tivor  t  f 
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?he  Life  ofGufcsvus  Adolphus),  ftrlljhrough  Germany  to 
.Laafanne,  where  he  ftudied    a  year  ;   ard  men  to  Leipfig, 
where  he  attended  the  Leflures  of  Profsflar    Mafcow,  u,. 
the  end  of  the  year  174S.      After  being  luthic,  <v-   bjsfa-_ 
ther  exprefles  it,  at  three  of  the  moil  considerable  ccuits  of 
Europe*,  viz/ Berlin,  Drefden,  and  Vienna,  he  went  for  the 
laft  poli(h  to  Turin,    in  May  1749  ;  fr  .m    thence  to  Ve- 
nice, Rorhe,  Naples,  &c.   ard  cJoicd  his    ccur  at    Pans  m 
1751,  being  then  (in  the  Earl's  phrale)  **  our  f5f  his  tim?^ 
and  fetting  up  for  himfeif^"  as  Mr.  Harte  returned  ro  take 
pofTeffion  of  a  living   in  Cornwa]}  and  a  fell  a?  WincTo?, 
From  Paris,  in    1752,   Mr.  Stanhope    went   to  Hannver, 
where  the  late  King  then  was  3  and    from  rhience   (o  Ber- 
lin, which  his  Lordfhip  flyles  *'  the   court  of  Auguftus,'-' 
Voltaire   being    the  Horace  of  it  ;    and   to  other  Geraisn 
courts,  the  Hague,  hz.     In  the  winter  of  1754,  Mr  Stan- 
hope^ by  the  intereil  of  Mr,  Elliot,  being  brought  into  the 
new   parliament   for    the  borough  of  Lefkard,  re^Jrfu•d  to 
'England,  where   he  remained  till    the  year   1757,  (which 
hecelTariiy  occaiions  a  chafm   in  The  correfpondence).     He 
then  went  as  refi-dent  to  Hamburg,  at  that  time  the  grear  eyi- 
trepot  of  bufinefs  ;   the    corps  idifJoma'tique,  ox  negonation. 
Being  the^objeft  for  which  all  his    rtudies  and  purim'-s  had 
been  uniformly, 'and  in  truth  admirably,  cirecled      In  thi§ 
deparrment  his  difpatches,  we  are-  told,    gave  facisfadtion, 
not  only  to    the  ininiRry,  but   to  the  Ki'Ur  :   aii.d    the  late 
Princefs  of  Heffe-Caifrel  "  w^ote    a    p2T7ep;yn^  of    his*i  t® 
hi?r  filler  Princefs  Amelia,"      In  the    p.^ri);>men!:  of    1761, 
Mr,  Stanhope  was  chofen  for    St.  Germa-n's.     \r\    March 
J753,  he  was  appointed  envoy  extraordinarv  to  the  ciet  at 
Ratrfdon  ;    tvAy  in  April    followin^y,  to  the  «H^»urc  of  Drel- 
den  ; "where,  having  fame  years  been  troubled  with  a  rh^ii- 
liiatic  complaint,    whic!\    alj    bis    piiyficians,    excepr   IJ"-. 
Mary,  had  treated  as  the  gcu*-,  it  terminated  i.n   a  dropfyj  - 
which    carried    hi-n    off,   Nov.    i5,    176S,   at    the   aoe  of 
thiFty-£ye.      His  niarriare    to  the  lady  who    pub^ifhed  the 
lerrets,  is    not   mentioned  iv.  them  :    10    that  pr.obaDJy  iij? 
Lordfoip  ^as  a  ilraiiger  ro  it  till  after  his  fail's  death,  .    -     - 
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Lord 
C   H   E    S    T    E    R    F    I  E    L    D's 

L     E     T     T     E     R     S. 

L    E    T    T    E    R      I. 

ON  me  dif,  Monfieur  !  que  vous  vous  difpofez  a 
voi'ger»^^et  que  vous  debacez  par  la  HoUande,  De 
forte  que  j'ai  cru  de  mon  devoir,  de  vous  fouhaiter  un  boa 
voi'age,  et  des  vents  favcrables.  Vous  aprez  la  bonte, 
j^efpere,  de  me  faire  part  de  votre  arrivee  a  la  Kaye  ;  et 
fi  apres  cela,  dans  le  cours  de  vos  voiages,  vous  faites 
queiques  remarques  curieufes,  vous  voudiez  bien  me  les 
communiquer. 

La  Holhnde,  ou  vous  allez,  ejd  de  beaucoup  la  plus 
belle  et  la  p'us  riche  des  Sept  Provinces  Unies,  qai  touies 
enferable  forment  la  Republique.  Les  autres  font  celles 
de  Gueldres,  Zelande,  Frife,  Utrecht,  Groningue,  et 
Over-YiTei;  Les  Sept  Provinces  corapofent,  ce  qu'oH 
appflie,  Its  Etacs  Generaux:  des  Provinces  Unies,  et  font 
un^  Repubiiqje  tres  puifiarvte,  et  tres  conftderable. 

Une  Republique,  au  reile,  veiit  dire  un  gouvernement 
tout  a  Fait  libre,  ou  il  n'y  a  point  de  Roi.  La  Haye,  oil 
vous  ircz  d'abord,  e!i  le  plus  beau  village  du  monde,  car 
ce  n'eft  pas  Lvne  ville.  La  ville  d'Amtterdam,  cenfee  la. 
capitale  des  Provinces 'Unies,  ell  tres  belle,  et  tres  riche. 
II  y  a  encore  plufieurs  vine's  fort  conlidersbles  en  HoDande, 
comme    Dor^irecht,   iiaerlem,  Leyde^  jydfit   RosterdaiiSy 
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^r. 'Vous  verrez  par  "tout  la  Hollande  uns  extreme  prp- 
prete  :  les  rues  memes  y  font  plus  propres  que  r.os  maifona 
re  le  font  ici.  La  Hollande  fait  un  tres  grand  commerce, 
i"urtout  a  la  Chine,  au  Jap©n,  et  au  refte  dcs  Indes  Orien- 
^ales. 

Voici  bien  des  fetes  de  fuiie,  que  vous  aUez  avoir  ;, 
proiitez  en,  divertiffez  vous  bien  ;  et  a  \6tre  reteur,  il 
faudra  legagner  le  tems  perdu,  en  apprenanc  u-.ieux  que 
jamais.     Adieu. 

TRANSLATION.* 

I  AM  told,  Sir,  you  are  preparing  to  travel,  ^nd  that 
you  begin  by  Holland  ;  1  therefore  thought  it  my 
duty  to  wiih  you  a  p;ofperous  journey,^'  and  favourable 
Vk'in'^s.  I  hope  you  will  be  fo  good  as  co  acquaint  me^witli 
yo.ir  arrival  at  the  Hague  ;  and  if,  in  the  courfe  of  ycur 
travels,  you  iliould  make  any  curious  cbfervations,  be  fa 
kind  as  to  communicate  ihem  to  me. 

Holland,  where  you  are  going,  is,,  by  far,  the  finefV 
and  richeil  of  tte  Seven  United  Provinces,  which,  all 
togethef,  form  the  Republic.  The  other  Provinces  are, 
Guelderland,  Zealand,  Frieiland,  IJtrecht,  Gronir.gen, 
aed  Over)ffel  ;  fhefe  Seven  provinces  form  what  is  cal^d 
the  States  Geneial  of  the  United  Provinces  :  this  is  a  verjj 
powerful,  and  a  very  confiderable  Republic,  I  muft  tell 
ycu,  that,  a  Republic  is  a  fiee  State,  without  any  King. 
Yoir  will  go  iirll  to  the  Httgue  ;  which  is  the  moil  beau- 
tiful village  in  the  world,  for  it  is  not  a. town.  Amlle  « 
dim,  reckoned  the  capital  of  the  United  P.ovinces,  is  a 
Very  hne,  rich  city  ;  there  are,  .befides.  in  Holland,,  ie- 
vrre!  coniidsrablc  tpvyns,  fuch  as  Dort,:Haerkm,  Lesden, 
Lcifi,   and  Rotterdara. 

/ou  will  obfe.ve,'  throughout  Kolland,  the  giealeil 
ckanllKeii  ;  ihe  very  th-tcts  are  cleaner  thaa  eur  homes 
ar-^  here.  Hol-and  carries  on  ^  \iirj  gieat  trade,  parti- 
cu^-uly  1:0  China,  Japan,   and  all  ov-er  -he  Eall  Indies. 

You  are  going  to  have  a  great    many  holy  days    all    to-' 
'-  t\\)t\  ; -nw.ks  th<^  br;ii  of  ihem,   by  diverting  )  curfelf  weU. 
.-\t  you^  return  hi'her,    you  mull  rpgaia   the  loil  tinne,    by 
Icfiiiri'^  better  than  ever.      Adieu. 


Teh  Letter  is  a  mi> iyUafantry^   Mr.  Stanhope  hating 
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L    E    T    T    E    R     ,IL 

MON  CHER  ENFANT,       //         A  Iflewonh„ 

COmme,  avec  le  tcHis/vous  lirez  les  anciens  Poetes 
Grecs  et  Latins,  il  eft  bon  d'avcir  prSmierement 
quelque  teintu?e  des  fondemens  de  la  poefie,  et  de  favoir 
en  general  les  hiftoires  aux  quelles  les  Poetes  font  le  plus 
fouvent  ^lluiton.  Vous  avez  deja  lu  THiftoire  Poecique, 
et  j'efpere  qae  vous  vous  en  fouvenez  :  vous  y  aurez  trouve 
celle  des  Dieux,  et  des  Deefles,  dont  hs  Poetes  parlenc 
a  toas  momens.  Meme  les  Pcetes  modernes,  c'eft  a  dire 
les  Poetes  d'aujourhui,  ont  auffi  adopte  toutes  ces  hiftoires 
CCS  Anciens.  Par  exeropls  ;  Un  Poete  Anglois  ou  Fran- 
cois, invoque,  au  coir. mencement  dc  ion  ouvrage,  Apollon 
ie  Di%a.des  vers  ;  11  invcque  aulTi  les  neuf-Mufes,  qui 
font  les  Deeff.-s  _de  la  Poefie,  il  les  prie  de' lui  ere 
propices  ou  favorables,  et  de  lui  infpirer  leur  geni.  C'eH 
pourqaoi  je  vous  envoie  ici  I'hiftoire  d'ApolIon,  et  cell<2 
des  neuf-Mufes,  ou  neuf  Sceura,  ccmme  on  les  nemma 
fouvent.  Apollon  eft  auffi  quelque  fois  appelle  le  Diei3 
du  ParnafTe,  parceque  le  Parnafis  eft  une  montagne  fuf 
laquelle  on  iuppofe  qu'il  eft  frequemment. 

^C'eft  un  beau  talent  que  de  bien  fairs  des  vers  ;  et 
Tefpere  que  vous  raure2,car  comme  il  eftbien  plus  difficile 
d'exprimer  fes  pan  fees  en  vers  qu'en  pr.cfe,  il  y  a  d'autanfe 
plus  ds  glcire  a  le  faire*     Adieu. 

T  R  A  N  S  L  A  T  rO  N. 

Iflsworth. 
MY  DE.^R  CHILD, 

AS  you  will,  m  time,  read  the  ancient  Greek  and 
Latin  Poets,  it  is  proper  that  you  ihoyld  firft  have 
fome  notion  cf  the  foundation  of  pcetry,  and  a  general  ' 
knowledge  of  rhofe  ftories  to  which' Poets  moft  coui;f.only- 
aiiuJe.  You  have'  already  read  the  Poetical  Hiftory,  and 
I  hope  you  remember  it.  You  will  have  found  there  the 
hiftories  of  Gods  and  GcddeiTes,  whom  the  Poets  arecon«. 
tinually  mentioning.  Even  modern  Poets -('hat  is  to  fav, 
tbofe  of  the  prefent  times)  have  adopted  aU  the  hiftoi-les 
of  the  ancient  ones. 

For  example  :  An  Englifh  or  a  French  Poet,  at  the 
begmiiing  of  h's  work,  invokes  Apollo,  the  God  of  Poe- 
Uy  ;  he  alib' invokes  the  nine  Mulef/  vnLo  srs  ihe"G(ijd- 

•    defies    - 
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defies  of  Foetry.  Hs  in  treats  them  to  be  propitioui,  or 
favourable;  and  to  infpire  him  with  their  genius.  For 
this  reafon,  I  here  fend  you  the  hiftory  of  Apollo,  and 
that  of  the  nine  Mufc*,  or  nine  Sifters,  as  they 
are  fr,eqaently  called.  Apollo  is  alfo  often  named  the 
God  of  Parnaffus,  becaufe  he  is  fuppofed  to  be  frequently 
upon  a  mountain  called  ParnafTus. 

The  making  verfes  well  is  an  agreeable  talent,  which  I 
hope  you  will  be  pofTefled  of;  for,  as  it  is  moje  difficult 
to  exprefs  one*s  thoughts  in  verfe  than  in  profe,  the  being 
capable  of  doing  it  is  more  glorious.     Adieu. 


LETTER      III. 

APoLLON  etoit  fils  de  Jupiter  et  de.Latone,  qui  ac- 
coucha  de  lui  et  de  Diane,  en  nneme  terns,  dans 
Tile  de  Delos.  U  eil  le  Dieu  du  Jour/  et  alors  il  s'appelle 
ordinaireraent  Phoebus.  II  eft  r.uffi  le  Dieu  de  la  Poefie, 
ct  de  la  Mufique  ;  comrae  tel  il  eft  reprefente  avec  une 
lyre  a  la  main,  qui  eft  une  efpece  de  harpe.  11  avoit  un 
fameux  temple  a  Delphes,  oii  il  rendoit  des  Oracles  ; 
c'eft-adire,  ou  il  predifoit  I'avenir.  Les  P  etes  I'invcquent 
fouvent  pour  les  ani^jer  de  fon  feu,  afinr  de  chanter 
dignement  les  loiiangas  de.<5  Dieux  et  des  Horn mes. 

""Les  neuf-Mufes  ecoient  filles  de  Jupiter,  et  de  la  DD-He 
Mnemofyne,  c't^ft  a  due-  ]b  DcePit  de  la  Meisoire  ;  pour 
marquer  que  la  memoir  eeft  iieceilaife  aux  ana  et  aux 
fciences. 

Elles  .appellcnt,  Clio,  Euterpe,  Fo'ymnie,  Thalie, 
Melpomene,  \  Terpfichore,  Uranie,  Calliope.  Erato. 
Elles  font  les'  DeeHes  de  la  Pcene,  de  i'Kiftoire,  de  ia 
Mufique,  et  de  tous  les  arts  et  Tes  fci'ences.  Les  Pcetes 
ont  reprefente  les  neuf-Mufes  fort  jeunes,  et  fort  belief, 
ornees  de  guirlandes  de  ileurs.  " 

r.es  montagnes  oil  elles  demeurent,  fant  le  Parnaffe, 
ri-Ie!icon,  et  le  Pinde.  Elks  ont  aufn  deux  ce'eb.es  Fon- 
taines, qui  s'appe'^lent,  Plipccsene,  et  CalUiie.  Les 
Pce:es,  eti  les  i.-.vrqusnt,  les  prjtnt  de  quitter,  pour  un 
moment,  le  Parn.iTe,  et  I'l-jipocrcre,  pour  vcnir  a  leur 
fecours  et  Icur  infpirer  des  vers. 

Le  Pegafe  eft   le  cheval   pcccinuC;  dent  les  Pcetes  font 

fouvent 
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fouvcnt  mention  :  il  a  desallcs  aux  pieds.  II  doana  ura 
coup  de  pied  centre  le  mont  Helicon,  et  en  fit  fortir  la. 
fontaine  d'Hspocrene.  Quand  un  Poete  eft  a  faire  dee 
vers,  on  dit,  qu'il  eft  monte  fur  fon  Pegafe. 

T  Ps.  A  N  S  L  A  T  I  O  N. 

APoLLO  was  fon  of  Jupiter  and  Latona,  who  was  dc= 
livered  of  him  and  Diana  in  the  ifiand  of  Delos. 
He  is  God  of  the  Sun,  and  thence  generally  is  called 
Phcebuf.  He  is  alfo  the  God  of  Poetry  and  of  Mufic,  in 
which  chara(fter  he  is  reprefented  with  a  lyre  in  his  hand. 
That  inftrument  is  a  kin»d  of  harp.  There  was  a  famous 
temple  at  Pelphos,  dedicated  to  Apollo  ;  where  he  pro- 
nounced Oracle  ;  that  is  to  fay,  fo-etolfi  what  is  to  hap- 
pen. He  is  often  invoked  by  Poets,, to  animate  them 
with  his  fire,  that  they  may  be  infpired  to  celebrate  the 
praifes  of  Gods  and  of  men.  . 

The  nine  MuTes  were  daughters  of  Jupiter,  and  of  the 
Goddefs  Mnemofyne^;  that  is  to  fay,  the  Goddefs  of  Me- 
mory }- to  (hew  that  Memory  is  necefTary  to  arts  and  fci- 
cnces,  '  They  are  called  Clio,  Euterpe,  Thalia,  Melpc* 
menc,  Tcrpfichcre,  Erato,  Polyhymnia,  Urania,  Calli- 
ope, fhey  are  the  GpddefTes  of  Poetry,  Hiltory,  Mufic, 
and  of  all  a^-ts  and  fciences.  The  nins  Mufes  are  repre- 
iented  by  Poets  as  very  young,  very  handfome,  and 
adorned  with  garlands  of  flowers.  The  mountains  which 
they  inhabit  are  called  Parnaffus,  Helicon,  and  Pindus, 
There  are  alfo  two  celebrated  fountains  which  belong  to 
them,  named  Hippocrene,  and  Caftaiia.  Poets,  in  their 
invocations,  defire  them  to  quit  for  a  momen-t  their  Far- 
nalTus,  and  Kippocrene,  that  they  may  aSift  -them  with 
their  infpiration  to  make  verfes. 

Pegafus  the  poetic  horfe,  often  meruioned  by  fc-ets, 
has  wings  JO  his  feet.  He  gave  a-  kick  a;2:ainrt  M-uut 
Helicon,  and  the  founrain  of  Hippocrpne  irrinediatrly 
fprang  out.      When  a  Poet  is   making  verfes,    it  is    fome^ 
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L    e'^'T    T    E    R      IV- 

A  Ifleworth,  19  Juln,  1738. 

VOUS  etcs  I,e  mellleur  gar9on  du  monde,  et  vocre 
derniere  trsdu£lion  vaut  encore  mieux  que  la  pre- 
iBiere.  Voila  juftement  ce  qu'il  faut,  fe  perfedtioniier  dt 
plus  en  plus  tous  les  jours  :  fi  vous  continuez  de  la  forte, 
Buoique  je  vous  aime  deja  beaucoup,  je  vous  en  almerai 
bien  d'avantage  ;  et  meme  fi  vous  apprenez  bien,  et 
devenez  favant,  vous  ferez  aime,  et  recherche  de  lout  le 
snonde  :  au  lieu  qu'dn  meprife,  et  qu'on  evite  Iw  ignoi 
r2ns»  Pour  n'etre  pas  ignorant  moi-meme,  je  lis  beau- 
Coup,  j'ai  lu  I'autre  jour  i'hiftoire  dc  Didon,  queje  m'eR 
Vais  vous  conter. 

Didon  etoit  filic  de  Belus,  Roi  de  Tyr,  et  fut  mariee 
a  Sichee  qu'elle  aimoit  beaucoup^  1  mais  comme  ce  Sichee 
avoit  de  grandes  richefies,Pygmalion,frere  de  Didon,  le  fit 
tuer,  et  les  lui  vola.  Didon,  qui  craignoit  que  fon  frer^ 
«e  la4uat  auffi,  s'enfuit,  et  fe  fauva  en  Afrique,  ou  elle 
batit  la  belle  ville  de  Carthage.  O^  il  arriva,  que,  dans 
ce  terns  la.  Eriee  fe  fauva  auffi  de  la  ville  de  Troye,  qui 
avoit  ete  prife  et  bru'ee  par  les  Grecs  ;  et  coinme  ii 
faifoit  voile  vers  I'ltalieavec  plufieurs  autres  Troyens,  i! 
fut  jette  par  la  tempete  fur  les  cotes  d'Afrique,  et  aborda 
a  Carthage.  Didon  le  re9at  fort  honnetemenr,  et  lui  per* 
mit  de  refter  jufques  a  ce  qu'il  eut  radoube  fa  flotte  ;  maid 
snalheureuffment  pour  elle,  tUe  en  devint  amoureufe  : 
Enee,  comme  vous  pouvez  croire,  re  fut  pas  criie],  de 
forte  que  Taffaire  fut  bic-niot  faite.  Quand  les  vai/Tea^i.t 
furent  pret?,  Inee  voulut  partir  pour  I'ltaiie.'oii  les  Dieu^ 
I'ePVGioient  pour  etre  le  fondateiir  deRcme;  mais  Didon, 
Cui  ne  vouloit  point  qu'il  s'en  allat,  lui  reprochoit  fon  in- 
gratitude, et  les  faveurs  qu'elle  lui  avoit.  rccordees.  Mais 
r.'importe,  il  fe  fauve  de  nait,  la  quitte,  et  fe  mer  en  mer. 
La  pauvre-Dldon,  ^.n  defefpoir  d'ecre  airJi  ab;iadonnee  par 
un  homme  qu'e'lie-simeit  tanr,  f.t  allumer  un  prand  fcj-j 
s'v  jetta,  et  mourut  ^e  la  forte.  Qnand  vous  ferez  plus 
grand,  vov^z  lirez  tcute  cette  hifioire    en  Latin,    dans  Vlr-. 

!e,  qui  en  a  fait  ua  fort  beau  poe'me,  qui  s'appelld 
'Eneide, 

Si  vcnr  absndor^'ez  Mifs  Pmkertcrt  pour  MiG^Willi^ 
sms,  crc'fcz  vous  s^-.i'cliv^  feroic  U  rnhm  chof^  I  Adieis 
jr*on  chcr.  Cfn 
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'3(1  a  fait  une  jolie  cpigramme  aa  fujet  de  Didcn,-^q 
je  vous   envc'ie,    et   que  voui   appj-eadres  tacileoient    par 

Pauvre  Didon  !  ou  t'a  re%3uite 
Dc  tes  Maris  le  trifle  fort? 
L'uH  en  mourant  caufe  ta  fuitffj 
-L'autre  en  fuiant  caufe  ta  mort. 

T     R     AN    S     LA    T    I    O    N. 

YOU  are  the.beft  boy  in  tb^  world,  and  your  lad  tran^ 
fla^ion  is  iiiil  better  thin'  the  farixer.  Tjiis  is  juil 
ai  K  ought  to  be,  to  improve  every  day  more  and  more. 
AlthoH^  i  no^v  fove  you  dearly  ;  if  you  can  inus  ta  go  ri| 
{q,  I  fliall  love  you  ftill  more  tenderly  :  if  you  improve 
and  grow  learned,  every  one  will  be  fosyd  of  ycu,  and 
defirous  of  your  company  ;  whereas  ignorant  p^cpje  ere 
fhunned  and  defpifed.  In  order  that  i  may  not  be  ig^ 
norant  myfelf,  I  read  a  great  deal.  The  o:h(;r  d-iy,  I 
went  through,  the- hi ftory  ol'.Didoj  y/nich  i   will  nc-v   tell 

Dido  \tas  daughter  of  Belus  K.ing  of  Tyrs  t  ^.r>6  vys§ 
Rierried  to  Sicheus,  whom  fhe  dearly  Jcvcd.  But  as  Si- 
cheuj  had  immenfe  riche-s,  Pygmalion,  Dick's  b.o  ner« 
had  him  put  to  deaths  and  fehed  his  treafures.  P:  ;,., 
fearful  lell  her  Brother  mij^ht  kill  her  too,  iied  to  Atrica, 
v/here  (he  built  the  fine  city  of  ^Carihage-  Now  it  hap- 
pend,  ihac  juft  about  iht:  hnie  time,  Eneas  ajfo  iied  from  - 
the  city  of  Troy;  which  had  been  tak^n  and-ha-nc  by  rn^j 
Greeks  ;  2rd  as  he  was  f^ainvj,  with  maov  oihcr  'T";  •  '  -.. 
in  his  ihtp^j  =-0  I^aly,  he  w^;,  'hrewj^,  ;)y  a  Itc- 
the  coaft  of  Africa,  ano  lanr'ed'ci^  ^J^rrh-;:-.  L  . 
ceived'him  very  iiinJly,  and  vflve  him  leave  to  ilay  r-H  h-v^ 
had  reiitted  hh  fjcet  :  bur,  unfbriUiiaiely  for  her,  n^e  be-' 
same  in  love  with  him.  Eneas  (as  you  m4y  believe)  was 
r.ot  cruel  ;  fcthat  —^rers  were  foe n  fecUed.  Wher,  the 
fhips  were  rerd  v .  '  .,' 
wh^ch  [he  G    '    ': 


wanted  to    let    la 

il  for 

'   N'.n_that_  h. 

mipB 

OppO)r;3    Ih:;     f 

J  ^'  r  "^  ■  ^ 

o^-joe   and    p  ^    ' 

f:.  is^'%   ran  OiV 

ceJp-i^  at  b^' 

gre^t  nib  of    - 

£ 

S  LORD  GHE$TERFiELB*s 

threw  herfelf  into  the  flames,  and  was  burnt  to  death. 
When  you  are  older,  you  will  read  all  this  ftory  in  Latin, 
written  by  Virgil  ;  who  has  made  a  fine  poem  ©fit,  caUed 
the  Eneid.  If  you-  fhould  abandon  Mifs  Pinkerton  fcr 
Mifs  Williams,  do  you  think  flie  would  do  the  fame  ? 
Adiej,  my  dear  !  I  fend  you  a  very  pretty  epigram  upon 
the  fubjedl  of  Dido  ;  you  may  eaiily  learn  it  by  heart. 

Iitfelix  Dido  /  nulli  btne  nupta  marifo. 
Hoc  fenunto  fugis,  hoc /ugiente  ptris* 


LETTER      V. 

JE  vous  ai  dit,  men  cher,  que  je  vous  cnverrois  quel- 
ques  hiftoires  pour  vous  amufer  :  je  vous  envoie  done 
a  prefent  celle  du  Siege  dc  Troye,  qui  eft  divertiffanic, 
et  fur  laquelle,  Homere,  un  anclen  Poece  Grec,  a  fait  le 
plus  beau  Poeme  Epique  qui  ait  jamais  ete.  Par  paren- 
thefe,  un  Poeme  Epique  eft  un  long  poenie  fur  quelque 
grand  evenement,  cu  fur  |es  alliens  de  qucl^ue  grand 
§omme. 

Le  liege  de  Troye  eft  fi  celebre  pour  avoir  dure  dix  ans, 
et  1  caufe  du  grand  nombre  de  Heros  qui  y  ©nt-  e  e,  qu'il 
ne  faut  rullement  Tignorer.  Quand  vous  ferez  plus  grand, 
vous  le'lirez   dans  le  Grec  d'Homere. 

Adieu  !  vous  eras  le  meilieur  enfant  du  monde. 

Je  vous  renvois  votre  lectre  corrigee.  Gar  quoiqu'il  n'y 
(gut  que  pea  de  fautes,  il  eS  pourtant  bon  que  vous  Iss 
fachiez. 

TRANSLATION.        \ 

ITotD  you,  my  dear,  that  I  would  fend  you  fomc  Ro- 
ries  to  amufe  you  ;  I  therefore  now  give  yeu  the  His- 
tory of  the  Siege  of  Troy,  which  is  very  entertainirjr. 
Homer,  an  ancient  Greek  Poet,  has  wrote  opon  th'^s  lub- 
•edt  the  Bneft  Epic  Poem  ihat  ever  was.  By  the  way  yen 
^.rz  to  k^ow,  tkat  an  Epic  P.  em  is  a  long  poem  up -n 
icmp  g^'eat  event,  or  open  the  ai^ions  of  fome  great  man, 
The  fisge  of  Troy  is  {'i  ve^y  famous  for  havirgjaft.er. 
Jen  years,  and  a!f:>  iipon-acccunt  cf  the  great  nun.ber  cj' 
Hemes  who  were  X'txtr^^  that  one  moft  by  no  niears?  Be  ig- 
ror;;n'  oT  fucb  an  fvciU.  When  you  ar^  Q\^\Qrf  ;'---i  vvi- 
]ea».i  ic."'i  in  the  Grcs^k  cf  iicrner.  AqJ',«i:. 
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Adieu  I  you^are  the  bed  child  in  the  world, 

I  return  you  your  letter   correded  ;  for-  though   it   bad 

but  few  faults,  it  is  however  proper  that  you  ihouid  know 

them. 


L  ,E     T     T     E     R       VI. 

,La  caufe  de  la  guerre   entre   les  Grecslst  les  Troyens,    tt 
da  fiege  et  de  la  prife  de  Troye. 

LA  patx  re^noit  dans  le  del,  et  lesDIeux  et  lesDesf^ 
fes  joiiilToient  d'une  parfaite  trariqui)lite  ;  ce  qui 
donnoic  du  chagrin  a  la  Dt-^Q  Difcorde,  qui  n'aime  que 
le  trouble  et  les  querelles.  Elle  refolat  done  de  les  -brouil-' 
ler  ;  et  pour  parvenir  a  Ton  bur,  elJe  jctta  parmi  lesDeeiTes 
une  Pomme  d'or,  fur^squelle  ccs  paroles  etoient  ecritej>,  « 
la  plus  belle,  Veila  d'abord  chacune  des  DeelTes  qui  fa 
difoit  la  plus  belle,  et  qui  vouloit  avoir  la  Pomme,  car  la 
beaace  eil  une  affaire  bien  fenfibie  aux  Deefles  aulll  bien 
qu'aux  Dames.  La  difpute  fut  principalement  entre  Ju-'' 
ngn  femtr.tr  de  Jupiter,  Venus  !.:i  DeelTe  de  1' Ait; our,  et 
Pallas  Deeile  6ts  Arcs  et  des  Sciences.  A-la  iin  elles  con- 
vinrent  de  s'en  rapporter  a  un  berger  nomsse  Paris,  qui 
pafibit  des  troupeaux  fur  le  Mom  I<^a  ;  mais  qui  etoit  ve- 
ritablemer?t  le  fils  de  Priam  Roi  de  Troye.  Elles  parureat 
dene  touvp  trcis  nues  dcvant  Paris  ;  car  pour  bien  juger, 
il  faut  tout  voir.  Junon  lui  ofFrit  les  grsndetirs  du  monde, 
s'ii  voukit  decider  en  fa  faveur  ;  Pallas  lui  offrit  les  arts 
€t  les  faiences  ;  mais  Venus  qui  lui  promit  la  -  pias  belle 
fen)me  du  rnonde,  r.emporta,  et  il  lui  donna  la  Pomme, 

Vous  pouvcz  bien  croire  a  quel  poins;  Venus  etoit  con- 
tente,  et  cOFnb'en  Junan  et  Pallas  etOient  caurrouce^^g.  Ve-  , 
rys  done,  pour  lui  tenir  parole,  lui  die  d'alier  en  Greca 
chez  Menelas,  dont  ]a  fcmme.  qui  s'appeUoit  Kelene  de- 
viendroic  amoureufe  de  lui.  Il  y  alia,  ec  Menelas  \-'  ^e^ut 
chcz  lui-iOrt  honneeement  j  mais  peu  de  terns  ap'e-  Hf- 
lencs'eufuit  avec  Paris  qui.iairiena  a  V'roye.  Ivlec'l.s 
irrire  dc  cet  outrage,  ?'en  plaignii;  a  km  frere  Agamern;.  .-.^ 
R.ii  tie  Myccnes,  qui  engagea  les  Gr?cs  a  vc;nger  ce;:  ni- 
front.  On  cnvcia  done  des  Am;-frideuts  a  Trcr-e,  p::-:.r 
demandcr  qw'oR  readit   K6:er.e   a  ion  maii,  et,  er;  c-'s  .'.e 
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refas,  pour  declarer  la  guerre.  Paris  refufa  de  la  rtnirCj^ 
itir  quoi  la  guerre  fut  deckree,  qui  dura  dixans,  et  dcaC 
Jc  vous  enverrai  bisDiot  i'hiHoire. 

T  K  A  N  S  L  AT  I  ON. 

C&ufe  of  the  war  between  the  Greeks    and   Tr&jan^,    ard 
of  the  befieginw  and  taking  ©f  Troy.. 

HEaven  and  Earth  were  at  peace,  snd  the  Gods  snd 
Godviefles  enjoyed  the  moil  perfed  tranquility  ; 
when  the  Gosdeis  Diicord,  who  delights  in  confulion  an4 
quarrels,  liifpleafed  at  this  univerfal  cairn, refolved  to  excite 
ciiTentior.  In  cider  to  tfied  this,  fbe  threw  among  the 
Godd4»;{res  a  golden  Apple,  "upon  which  ihefe  words  weie 
written,  "  To  the  faireft."  -Iipi mediately  each  of  the 
GoddclTes  vviinted  to  have  the  Apple,  and  each  fiiid  Ov3 
wr.s  the  handfomeil  ;  for  GoddeiTes  are  as  anxious  about 
their  beauty,  as  mere  mortal  ladies.  The  ftrife  was,  how- 
ever, more  particularly  between  Juno,  the  wife  of  Jupiter  5 
Venus,  the  Goddefs  of  Love  ;  and  Pallas,  the  Goddefs  of 
Arts  and  Sciences.  At  length  they  agreed  to  be  judged 
bv  a  (hepherd,  named  Paris,  who  fe^  his  flocks  upon 
Muunt  Ids,  r^nd  was,  howeNer,  fon  to  Friajn  King  cfTroyv 
They  appeared  all  three  before- Pai is,  and  quite  naked  ; 
for,  in  order  to  judge  criricaljy,  end  ro  determirje  equita- 
bly, ii  is  K.quiiiie  that  all  foculd  be  feen.  J'Jno  offered 
hrrn  the  grandeurs  tf  the  wot  Id,  if  he  would  decide  in  her 
favor  ;  Palias  piOiTiifed  him  arts  ana  fciences  ;  butVenuss, 
who  tea^.pted  him  wirh  The  moll  fceauriful  woman  in  the 
uuiverfe,  prevailed,   at:=d  he  g^i^c  her  f>ie  Apple. 

Yen  rpp.y  eafily  imagifse  bow  glad A'^enus  was,  gnd  how 
?>rgrv  jaoo  and  palla.'-  wers.  VsOiis,  in  order  to  perform 
htf  prcfiiifc.  oiCfffd  h  m  10  go  to  Menekii^i's,  in  Greece, 
w'>--:ff;  wife,  naired  Hcle::?.,  woulj  fall  in-  love  wifh  him  : 
/;  ■  0"d',ngiy  he  went,  and  was  kindly  enrertain^d  by  Me- 
1-.  ;ciiii  ;  bur,  focn  after,  Paris  ran  avs-ay  v,irh  Helena,  and 
carried  her  cif  to  ffoy  Menelaiis,  irritated  at  this  inju- 
ric-us  bt«sach  of  hoipii.ailty,  complained  to  \\\s  bicther  A- 
gamemnon.  King  of  Mvcerse,  v^horRg8i;ed  the  Geeks  to 
svfnge  the  affr-,  nt.  Ambi.iTadOis  were  fent  to  Troy,  to 
^em;rfd  rffti/udon  of  Heitna,  and,  in  c?:fe  of  a  denial,  to 
leckire  war»     Paris  lefufed  to  rcilore   her  ;   upon   which. 
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p&t  was  prcdaimed.     It  lafled  ten  years,     I   fiiall   very 
ibon  fend  vou  ihe  hiftory  of  it. 


L    E    T    T    1^    R      VII. 

A  Iflewortb,  ce  30  Juin,  373S.    ■ 
TE  vous  envoie   a    cette  heure,_  mon  Cher  I  une  hiftoire 
J    fort  en  abrege  du  fiege  de  Troye,  ou  vous  verrez  -que 
fes  Troyens  etoient  juflenagnt  punis  de  I'injufticc  de  Paris^ 
qu'ils  foutenoieat.  '  . 

Je  vous  enverrai  bientot  sufil,  les  hidoires  de  plufi-iirs 
dc's  R'ois  et  de&  Hcros,q'ii  croient  dans  rarmee'des  Grecs, 
et  qui  nieritent  d'etre  feces.  J'aurois  cu  vous  avoir  dit 
que  la  viile  de  Troye  etoit  en  Afie  ;  et  que  la  Grace  eroit 
nn  pais  de  I'Europe,  qui  eft  a  piefent  fous4e  Tare,  et 
fait  partie  de  ce  qu'on  appeile  Turquie  en  Europe. 

De  la  maaiere  que  vous  y  allez,  vcus  fcrez  bien  favadt 
avec  le  te'ms,  et  je  crains  meme  que  bien^ot  vous  n'en 
fichiez  plus  que  nioio  Je  vous  le  pardonneiai  pourtant, 
etje  Cerai  fort  content  depafler  pour  un  ignorant  en  com- 
paraifon  d©  vous.     Adieu. 

Hill:oi;'e  du  Siege  de  T  s  o  y  e.. 

Les  Troyens  aiant  done  refufe  de  rendre  Helene  a  foa 
Mari  ;  les  Grecs  lear  declaierent  la  guerre.  Or  ii  y  a- 
voit  en  Grcce  un  grand  nombre  de  Rcis,  qui  fournirent 
Ii:urs  troupes,  et  qui  allerent  en  perfonne  a  cette  guerre  ; 
^ais  comme  il  fall®it  que  qaelqu'un  comnrjandat  en  Chd,. 
ilsconvinreni  tous,  de  donner  le  commandement  a.  Ag%^- 
memnon,  Roi  de  Myc&nes,  et  frers  de  Menelas  h  ms.i  - 
d'Hclene. 

lis  s'embarquerent  done  "pour  Troye,  jnais  les  ve^  s 
etant  contraires  i's  faren:  rretes  a  Aulis,  ct  n'en  paavoi- 
ent  pas  fortir.  Sarquoi  le  pretre  Calch'as-declara  que 
c''(?!:oit  la  DeefTe  Diane  qui  ep.voioit -c^ss  vents  contraires. 
et  qui  lis  continueroit  jiifques  a  ce  qu!  Iphigenie  la  ^ille 
d'Agamemnon  lui  eut  e;e  inHnoIee,  Agamemnon  cbsic, 
et  envoi'a  chercher  Iphigenie  ;  inais  dans  1'inlt.arjt  qu'cii 
alloi'la  facrifier,  Diane  mit  une  Bicke  a  fa  pJa<X',jet  erJe- 
va  Iph'^genie  a  Tauros,  cu  elle  la  iit  fa  Pretreile. 

Api   s  ceci  ie'veiU  devint   favorsble,    et    lU    jillerfnt  a 
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Troye,  oii  ils  dcbarquereat,  et  en  firent  le  fiege.  Mais 
les  Troycns  fe  dsfenciirent  fi  bien,  que  le  fiege  dura  dix 
ans  ;  et  les  Grecs  vo'iant  qu'ils  ne  pouvoient  pas  prendre' 
]a  villc  par  f^rce,  earent  recours  a  la  rufe.'  lis  firent,donc, 
faire  un  grand  Chevay  de  bois,  et  mirent  dans  le  ventre  du 
ce  Cheval  bon  nonabre  ^e  foldats  bien  arraes  ;  et  apres 
cela  firent  femblsnt  de  fe  retirer  a.  leurs  vaiffeaux,  et  d'a- 
banddaner  le  iiege.  Les  Troyens  donnerent  dans  k  pan- 
neao,  et^rent  enirer  ce  Gheval  dans  la  ville  ;  ce  qui  leor 
couta  cher,  car  aa  milieu  de  la  nuit  ces  hommes  iurtirent 
duChevar,  mirent  le  feu  a  la  ville,  en  ouvrirent  les  portes, 
et  firent  cntrer  i'armee  des  Grecs,  qui  revinrent,  faccage- 
rent  la  ville,  et  tuerent  tous  les  habitai^s,  excepte  un  fort 
petit  nombre  qui  echapparent  par  la  fuite,  parmi  lefquels 
etoit  Enee  dont  je  vous  ai  deja  parle,  qui  fe  fauva  avee  hn 
pcre  Anchife,  qu'il  porcoit  fur  fes  epaules  parte  qu'il  etoit 
vieux,  et  fon  fils  Afcagne  qa'il  fnen«it  par  la  main  parce 
«[u'il  etoit  jeune. 

Hifloire  d'A  j  a  x. 

^Jax,  un  des  plus  vsillans  Grecs  qui  furent  an  fiege  de 
Tro>«,  etoit  fils  de  Telamon,  Prince  deSalamine.  Apres 
iqa'  Achille  fut  tue,  il  pretendit  que  fes  armes  lui  apparie- 
noient  comme  fon  plus  proche  pai'ent.  Mais  Ulyile  les 
lui  difputa,  et  les  emporta  ;  furquoi  Ajax  devint  fou,  et 
t»oit  loiis  les  mourons  qu'il  trouvoit,  croiant  que  c'etoient 
des  Grecs.     A  la  fin  il  fe  tua  lui-mems. 

HiAoire  de  N  E  s  t  o  r, 

Nef^or  etoit  le  p'us  vieux  et  le  plus  fage  de  tous  leGrecs 
^ui  fe  trouvoient  au  iiege  de  Troys.  11  avoit  plus  de  trcis 
cents  ans,  de  font  que  cant  a  caufe  de  fon  experience,  que 
ie  (a  fageffc,  J'armee  Grecque  etoit  gpuverree  par  fes 
Confeils.  On  dit  reeme  aiijourdhui  d'un  haiame  qui  ef- 
fort vie'ux  et  ion  fage,-  C'e//  un  Neftc--. 

L'Killoire.  d'U  i.  v  s^  e. 

UlyjR^e,  autre  Prince  qui  alia  au  fiege  ce  Troye,  eioit 
Roi  d^ithaquej-et  fils  de  Laene.  Sa  femme  fe  n&m.moit 
Penelope,  dont  il  etoit  fi  aniourei-x,  qu'il  ne  vouloit  pas  ia 
«}-::ifter,  pour  aller  au  fi«ge  de  Troye  -,  de  fort  qu'il  .jonire- 
k'  rinfenfe  pour  en  eire  difpenfe,  raais  il  fut  decouvert  et 
♦blige.d'y  aiJer,     C'eiolt  le  jplus  fin  ct  le   plus  adroit  de 
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tous  Ics  Grecs.  Pendant  les  dix  annees  qu'il  fut  au  ficge 
de  Tfoye,  fa  fcmme  Penelope  cat  plufieurs  amans  5  max« 
elle  n'cn  dcouta  aucun,  fi  bien  qu'a  pre  fent  mcnae,  quand 
en  veut  loiier  une  femme  pour  fa  chaftete,  on  dit,  C^efi 
utsP  Aslope. 

II  fut  plufieurs  annees,  apres  que  Troye  flit  bruleej 
avant  que  d'arriver  chez  lui,  a  caufe  des  tcin.petes,  ct 
autres  accidens  qui  lui  furvinrent  dans  fon  voiage.  Les 
voiages  d'Ulyffe  fent  le^  fujet  d'un  beau  pceme,  qu'  Ho- 
mere  a  fait  en  Grec,  et  qui  s*aj>pellee  rOdyiTee.  Ulyffe 
avoit  un  fils  nomme  Tciemaqae. 

Dii  cote  des  Troyens  il  y  avoit  aulh  des  perfonnages  tres 
illuftres  :  Leur  Roi  Priam,  qui  etoit  fort  vieux,  avoit  cu 
cinquante  en  fans  de  fa  femme  Heeube.  Quand  Troye  fut 
prife,  il  ht  tue  par  Pyrrhus  le  fils  d^'lchiiie.  Heeube 
fut  la  captive  d'UIyfle. 

Hiftoire  d'HscTOR. 

He Aor  etoit  fils  de  Priam,  et  le  plus  brave  des  Troy° 
tn$  ;  fa  femme  fe  nommoit  AndroTOaque,  et  il  avoit  ua 
fils  qui  s'appelloit  Aflyanax.  II  voulut  fe  battre  contre 
Achilie,  qui  le  tua,  et  puis  fort  briitalsment  Tattacha  3 
fon  Char,  et  le  traina  ert  triomphe  autour  des  murailles 
de  Trr>ye. 

Quand  la  ville  fut  prife,  fa  femme  Andromaque  fut 
captive  de  Pyrrhus  fils  d* Achilie,  qui  en  devint  amour- 
eaux,  et  I'epoufa. 

Hifloire  de  C  a  s  s  a  n  d  n  e, 

CafTandre,  fille  de  Priam  ^  etoit  fi  belle,  que  le  Dieu 
Apollpn  en  devint  araoureux,  et  lui  acccorda  le  don  de 
predire  I'avenir,  p  jfjr^en  aveir  les^dcrnieres  faveurs  ;  mais 
comme  elle  trompa  le  Dieu  ct  ne  fe  rendit  point,  il  fit  en 
forte  que  quoiqu'elle  predit  toajours  la  ve  ri-e,  perfonne 
lie  ia  crcfioir.  Oa  ^\t  meme  a  prefenc  ci'une  perfenne  qui 
preriit  !es  fuites  d'une  affaire  fur  lefqueiles  on  ne  Tea  croit 
pas,   C'efi  une  CaJfanJre. 

.  Klftoire    d  '  E  N  E  E. 

Enee  eto'.t  Prince-Tro\e,n,  fils  d'Anchif?,  et  cc  I? 
DecfTo  Venus,  qui  le  proiegea  dans  sous  fes  dantr^r-r^.  Si 
feaime  s'appeila  Crelirr:;  et  11  en  cut  uu  ih  fcorjinic 
AT:;,  ^j-r,e  ou  I5-'us       Q;nnd  7'foye  Ak    ht\\\<:L,    'n    h   ^ava* 
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et  porta  fen  pere  Anchife  fur  fcs  epaules,  a  caufe  de  4a^ 
il  fuc  appelle  le  pieux  Enee.  a 

Vous  favez  deja  ce  qui  lui  arri  va  a  Carthage  a vec  Didon  J 
aprcs  quoi  il  alia  en  italic,  oii  il  epoufa  Lavinie\fille  du 
Roi  Latinus,  apres  avoir  ti]^  Tlirnus  qui   etoit   fo^rivah 

Romulus,  qui  etoit  le  fondateur  4e  Rome,  defcendoit 
d'Encee  et  de  Lavinie.  / 

T  k  A  N  S  L  A  T  I  O  N. 

TNow  fend  you,  my  dear,  a  very  fhort  hiflory  of  the 
_^  ri?ge  ©f  Troy.  You  will  there  fee  hqw  juftly  the 
Trcj  ins  were  punifhed  for  fupporting  Paris  in  his  injuftice. 

1  wi'.l  fend  you  foon  the  hiftories  of  feveral  Kings  and 
Heroes,  who  were  in  the  Grecian  army,  and  deferve  to 
fee  kn©wn.  I  ought  to  have  informed  ycu,  that  the  city 
of  Troy  was  in  Afia  ;  and  that  Greece  is  a  country  icsl 
Europe  ;  which  at  prerent  belongs  to  the  Turks,  and  ii 
part  of  v.hac  is  called  Turkey  in  Europe. 

Confiderirg  the  manner  in  wh'ch  you  now  go  on,  yoii 
will  in  time  be  very  learned;  lam  even, afraid  left  yoii 
fhouM  fobn  know  more  than  myfelf.  However,  I  ftiali 
forgive  "you,  and  will  be  very  happy  to  be  ell^emed  ig- 
Bprant  In  comparifon  of  you.      Acieu. 

The  Hiilory  of  the  Siege  of  T  r  o  y. 

The  Trcjans  having  refufed  to  reftore  Heien  to  he? 
hufband,  the  Greeks  declared  war  againft  them.  Novr 
there  was  in  Greece  a  great  number  of  Kings,  who  fur- 
niihed  troops,  and  comrpanded  them  ia  perfon»  They 
all  agreed  to  give  the  fupreme  command  to  Agamemncn, 
King  of  Mycen^,  and  brother  to  M^nelaiis'  hufijand  "te 
Helen.  They  embarked  for  Troy  ;''but  meeting  with 
contrary  winds,  were  detained  by  (hem  at  Aulis.  Upori 
which  Calchas,  the  High  Priei!,  t^fclared,  that  thofe  ad- 
verfs  w-inds  were  (crt  by  the  Goddefs  Diana  ;  who  would 
continue  them,  nil  Iphig^aJs,  c^s;:ghrer  to  A>:an5err,non, 
was  facrificfici  10  her.  A^^ajnenioon  obeyed,  nsl<J  fert  fr^ 
IphJgcnia  ;  but  j ml  as  ili?  was  goivig;  to  be  facnficec*,  . 
Di.iia  put  a  hind  ifi  h-sr  [trad,  and  canied  cfi' fphigenia 
to  Ta'iro?,  where  fae  made  her  one  of  her  prlellefles, 

Afer  vhi?,  the  wir.ds  btcamc  f:ivourab!r»  and  '<-'a€f 
pyrfjed  their  voyage  to  FiCy,  wbe-e  ib.-y  .landed  and  be- 
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§an  the  fiege  t  but  the  Trojans  defended  their  city  {6 
#ell,  thatftthe  fiege  lafted  ten  years.  The  Grcelcs,  find- 
Ing  they  ctiald  not  take  it  by  force,  hjid  receurjfe  to  ftrs- 
tagem.  rhey  made  a  great  wooden  Horfe,  and  inclofed 
in  its  ^dy  a  Rumbcr  of  arnyed  men  ;  after  which  they 
pretended  to  retire  tQ>  their  ftiipS;  and  abandon  the  (lege. 
The  Trojans  fell  into  this  fnare,  and  bronghi  the  Horfe 
into  their  Town-  ?  which  coft  them  dear  ;  for,  in  the 
middle  of  the  night,  the  men,  concealed  ^n  it,  got  ouf, 
Tet  fire  to  the  city,  opened  the  gate's,  ard  let  in  the  Gt€'- 
cian  army,  th^t  had  retuined  under  the  walls  of  Froy. 
The  Greeks  facked  the  city  j  and  put  all  the  itihabitanti 
to  the  fword,  except  a  very  few,  vVho  faved  themfelves  by 
Hight.  Among  thcfe  was  Eneas,  whom  1  mentioned  to 
you  before  ;  and  who  Bed  With  his  father  Anchifes  upon 
his  (hoiilders,  -becaufe  he  was  old  ;  and  led  his  fori  Afca- 
hiiJs  by  th«  hand,  bee^ufe  he  was  young. 

Story  of  A  J  A  ^. 

Ajax  was  one  of  the  moft  valiant  Greeks  t^at  went  to 
the  fiege  ©f  Troy  ;  he  was  fon  to  Telamon  P/ince  o^ 
Salamis.  Afcer  Achilles  had  been  killed,  he  de.nanded 
that  Hero's  aimour,  as  his  neareft  relation  i  but  Ul  fles 
contefled  that  point,  and  bl^tained  the  armour.  Uporv 
which  Ajax  went  mad,  and  ilaughtered  all  the  {heep  he 
met  with,  undei-  a  notion  that  they  wei-ie  fo  many  Greeks  t 
at  laft  he  killed  hiitifelf. 

Story  of  N  £  s  T  o  i, 

Neftdr  was  tile  ojdeft  and  wifeft  of  all  tfic  Greeks  who 
were  at  the  ii2ge  of  Trby.  He  w-as  above  three  hundred 
years  old  :  fo  that,  on  account  of  his  experience,  as  well 
^s  his  vvifdotn,  the  Grecian  army  was  direded  )^y  hil 
fcounfels.  fiveh  at  thi',  ptefent  time,  it  is,  fail  cf  a  rn.-'nl 
ivho  is  very  old,  arid  very  wife.   He  is  a  Nellcrl 

Story  cf  Ulysses. 

Ulyfies  was  another  Prince  vvho  ivfnt  tb  tbe  liege  of 
Tiov  ;  He  was  King  of  Ithaca,  and  ion  of  L<>erst3,  H;.^ 
v:'ifc's  name  wai  Ferelope  ;  iviih  wfiom  He  was  fj  mbc!l  • 
in  love,  diat,  un^iHing  tiyje-dve  her,  h^  fei  -n-'d  hirnff  f 
Tti^d,  in  ord-!  ro  be  sxc-i^^d  going  to  the  f;  r-  of  Trbv  : 
hnu  tins  ii^^ice  bei:  2  oiic:>vejed|  ,hv^  wSs  conipeiipd  lo 
F  ef.ab;^rk 
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embark  for  Ilion.  Hs  was  the  moft  artful  and  fubtile  (A 
all  the  Greeks.  During  thofe  te;i  years  of  his  abfcncc.al 
Troy,"  Feoft lope  had  feyeral  Jovers  :  but  fhe  gave  encou- 
ragement to  none  ;  fo  that  even  now,  when  a  Worn  ail  k 
commended  for  chafliry,   (he  is  called  a  Penelope. 

After  the  deflruftion  of  Troy,  Ulyffes  was  feveral  years 
before  he  reached  his  kingdom^  being  toffed  about  by 
ttmpefts  a'nd  various  accidents.  The  voyages  of  Ulyfle* 
j^ave  been  the  fubjefl  of  a  very  fine  poem,  writteft  by  Ho- 
mer, in  Greek,  and  called  the  0d)irjy.  Ulyfi^s  had  oh« 
fon,  whofe  name  was  Telemachus. 

There  were  alfo  many  illuftrious^  perfons  on  the  Trojan 
fide.  Priam  was  their  King.  He  was  very  old,  and 
had  had  fifty  children  by  his  wife  Hecuba.  After  the 
taking  of  Troy,  he  was  killed  \>y  Pyrrhus  the  fon  of 
Achilles,  and  Hecuba  made  captive  to  IJlyffss. 

^  Story  of  H  E  c  T  o  R. 

Ke^or  was  fon  to  Priam,  and  the  braved  of  the  Trc* 
jans  ;  Andromache  was  his  wife,  and  his  fon-s  name  Afty- 
anax.  He  refo!v«^d  to  engage  Achilles  ;  who  killed  him-, 
and  then  brutally  fattened  his  dead  body  to  his  car,  ^nd 
dragged  it  in  triumph  round  the  walls  of  Troy. 

After  that  city  was  taken,  his  wife  Atidromache  became 
captive  to  Pyrrhus  the  fon  of  Achilles.  K«  afterwards  feU; 
in  love  with  and  married  her. 

Story  .of   C  A  s  S  A  N  0  R  A. 

CaiTandra,  daughter  of  Priam,  was  fo  beauiiful,  tha-:: 
the  God  ApoiTo  Jell  2-n  love  with  her  ;  and  gave  her  rhe 
po«^er  of  foretelling  future  events,  upon  condition  of  her 
compliance  with  his  defires.  But  as  ihe  deceived  theGod,. 
By  not  gratifying  his  wi&es,  he  ordered  matters  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that,  although  ^t  always  foretold  truth,  oohodf 
believed  her.  It  is  even  now  faid  of  a  perfon  who  fo;s-- 
telis  the  confequences  of  an  a^air  zv^di  isnoi  believed,  Shsr 
*i&  a*  CalTandra. 

S':£»ry  of  E  If  s  A  s. 

Eneas  was  a  Trojan  Prince,  fon  of  Anchife?,  r.r d  i;f 
the  GoddefsVenus,  who  protected  him  in  all  ch;  dangers 
he  underwent.  His  wife's  name  \vas  Creiihs  ;  b/.  vwhooi' 
hfSrhad  a  fj a  called  Afciiiii^s^  or  liiiu:.     Wi^ea  Trov  ^vd?- 
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biifsit,  he  made  his  efcape,  and  carried  his  father  Anehifes 
upon  his  back  j  for  which  reafon  he  was  furnamed  The 
PiouJ  Eneas. 

You  already  know  what  happened  to  him,  with  Dido, 
a;  Carthage.  After  that,  he  went  to  Italy  ;  where,  ha- 
ving killed  his  rivdX  Turnus,  he  m^med  Lavinia,  daugh- 
ter to  Kipg  Latinus. 

From  Eneas  and  Lavinia  was  deic^nded  Rismisk's,  the 
folinder  of  Rome. 


LETTER      VIIL      j  . 

A  lileworth,  ce  ig^^rm  Juille*. 
MON  CHER  ENFANT, 

JE  vous  ai  envoie  dans  ma  derniet-e,  rhifcoire  d*Ata- 
lante*,  qui  fuccomba  a  la  tentation  de  I'Or  :  je  vous 
envoie  a  cette  heure,  J'hiftoire  d'une  femme,  qifi  tint  bon 
centre  toutes  les  tentations  ;  c'eft  Daphne,  fil.'e  du  fleuve 
Pence.  Apolion  en  fut  eperduoient  amoure-jx  :  et  Ape!- 
lon  C'oit,  com  me  vous  idvez,  un  Dieu  fort  accompli  ;  car 
W  etoit  jeune  et  bien  fait  ;  d'ailleurs,.  c'etoit  le  Dieu  da 
Jour,  de  la  Mufique,  et  de  la  Pcefie.  Voici  bien  du 
bnllant  ;  mais  n'impo^te,  il  la  pourfuivit  inutilemeat,  et 
eiie  ne  vouiut  jamais  I'ecouter.  ^ 

Un  jour,  done,  Taiant  renccuntree  dans  les  champs,,il 
Jt  pourfuivit,  dans  le  diifein  de  la  forcer.  Daphne  courut 
de  fan  mieux  pour  I'eviter  :  mais  aT  la  Hn,  n'en  pouvant 
plus,  Apolion  etoit  fsr  le  point  de  la  prendre  dans  fes 
bras  ;  qaand  les  Dieux  qui  approuvoieut  fa  vertu,  et 
plaignoient  fon  fort,  la  chanegrent  en  Laurier  ;  de  forte 
q-ij'Apollon,  qui  crd'ioit  e/ribrafter  fa  <:here  Daphne,  fut 
bien  fu'pris  de  trcuver  un  arbreentre  fes  bras.  Mais,  pour 
lui  marqulr  fon  amour,  il  ordonns  que  le  Laurier  feroit  le 
plu";  honorable  de  toas  les  arbres,  eiqu'oner  ccuronneroit 
jes  Gucrriers  vidioricux  et  les  plus  celobres  Pcetes  :  ce  qui 
s'sll  touj  ^U'S  fait  depuis  che^  ies  anciens  Et  vous  trou 
ver^z  meaie  fouven.r  dans  les  Poeces  modemes  Lcuriert 
pour  Vcd.irei.  Uun  tel  eft  charge  de  Lauriersr  un  tel  a 
cueii'i  des  Lauriers,  dans  le  champ  de  bataille  C'eii  a, 
diie,  li  a  rempone  des  vi<?t  ares  j  ii  s'eli  diilingue  par    fa 

bravajre, 
*  ^ii  nt  fe  trcitvi  pau 
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bravoure.  J'efpere  qu*avec  !«  terns  vous  vous  diftingu<?r^ 
auffi  par  votre  caurage.  Cell  une  qualite  tres  necefl'aire 
a  un  honnete  hommc,  ct  qui  d'ailieurs  (donne  beauccap 
^'eclat.     yidieu. 

TRANSLATION, 

MY  DEAR  CHILD, 

I  Sent  you,  in  my  laft,  the  ftory  ©f  Atalanta  *,  wh«t 
could  not  refill  the  temptation  of  Gold,  f  will  now 
give  you  the  ftory  of  a  woman,  with  whorna  no  temptation 
whatcver^had  any  power  ;  this  was  Daphne,  daughter  to 
the  rker  Peneus.  Apolio  was  violently  in  love  with  her : 
and" Apbllo'was,  as  you  know,  Sr\ery  acccmpl^fhed  God  ; 
^or  he  was  young  and  handfome  ;  bciides  which,  he  was 
God  of  the  Sun,  of  Mufic,  and  of  Poetry.  Thcfe  are 
brilliant  qualities  ;  but,  notwithftaading,  the  nymp};^  was 
coy,  and  Ihe  lover  «nfuccefsful. 

One  day,  having  met  with  her  in  the  fields,  he  purfu- 
ed,  in  orc'er  to  have  forced  her.  Daphne,  to  avoid  him, 
ran  as  long  as  fhe  was  able  ;  but  at'lall,  being  quite  fpenr, 
Apollo  was  juft  going  to\ catch  her  fn  his  armsf,  when  the 
Gods,  who  piiied  her  fate,  and  approved  her  i^irtue,  chan- 
ged he/  into  a  Laurel  :  fo  that  Apullo,  inftead  of  his  dear 
Daphne,  v/as  fur pri fed  to  find  a  tree  in  His  arms.  But,  as 
a  teflimony  of  his  love^  he  decreed  the  Laurel  to  be  the 
mofl  hoaourable  of  all  trees  ;  and  ordained  victorious  War- 
riors and  celebratecl  Poets  to  be  crowned  with  it  ;  an  in- 
janfli  )n  which  was  ever  afterwards  obfervcd  by  the  an- 
cients. You  will  even  &flen  find,  among  the  modern  Foeis, 
Liurels  for  uiJ^ones.  $uch-a-one  is  Ibsided  with  Laurels  ; 
fuch-a-one  has  gathered  Laurels  in  the  £eld  of  batde.  This 
means.  He  has  been  vi£bo'ious,  and  has  diftinguifhed  him- 
ielf  by  his  bravery.  I  hope,  that  in  time  you  too  will  be 
f^mots5  fo;  your  cmirage.  Valour  is  eflential  to  a  gentle- 
h?n   ;    btlides   that   ;t  adds  brilliancy    to   his  charader* 


•  .    ^     E 
fFbiih  cannat  hi  fmnd^ 
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LETTER       IX. 

A  Bath,  ce  5oeme  Sept.  1738. 

MON  CHER  ENFANT, 

JE  fuis  bien  aife  d'apprendre  que  voes  ctes  revenu  gai 
et  gaillard  de  vos  vei'ages.  La  danfe  dc  trois  jours 
que  vous  avez  faite  De  vous  aura  pas  tanE  plu,  que  celle 
que  vous  allez  recommeneer  avec  votre  maitre  a  danfer* 
Comme  je  fais  que  vous  aimez  a  apprendre,  je  prcfuppofe 
que  vous  avez  fepris  votre  ecole  ;  car  le  terns  etant  pre= 
cieux,  ct  la  vie  ceui  te,  il  n'en  faut  pas  perdre.  Un  hom- 
me  d'efprit  tire  parti  du  teros,  et  le  met  tout  a  profit  011  a 
phifir  ;  il  n'ell  jamais  fans  faire  quelque  chofe,  et  il  eft 
taujours  occupc  cu  au  plaifir  ou  a  Fetude.  L'oilivete  ait- 
on,  eft  la  mere  de  tous  les  vices  ;  mais  au  moins  eft  it 
fur  qu'elle  eft  Tappanage  des  fots,  et  qu'il  n*y  a  rien  de. 
plus  meprifable  qu'un  faineant.  Caton  le  Cenfeur,  ua 
vieuX  Romain,  d'uae  grand  vertu,  et  d'une  grand  Ctgeffe, 
difoit  qu^l  n'y  avoit  que  trois  chofes  dans  fa  vie  dont  il  fe 
yepentoit  :  la  premiere  etoit,  d'avoir  dit  un  fecrec  a  fa 
femme>  la  fecondc,  d'etre  alle  une  fois  par  mcr,  Ja  pii  il 
pcuvoit  aller  par  terre  ;  ct  la  dernicre,  d'avoir  pafie  ua 
jour  fans  rien  faire.  De  la  maniere  que  vous  cmploi'ez 
Votre  terns,  j'avoue  que  je  fuis  envieux  du  plaifir  que  vous 
aurez  de  vous  voir  bien  plus  favant  que  les  autres  gar9©ns 
plus  ages  que  vous.  Quel  honneur  cela  vous  fera  1  quelle 
diftirdion  !  quels  applaudifTemens  vcus  trouverez  par  tout  I 
Avouez  que  cela  fera  bien  flatteur.  Auili  c'eft  une  ambi- 
tion tres  leuable,  que  de  les  vouloir  furpalTer  en  merite  et 
en  favoir.  Au  lieu  que  de  vouloir  furpafisr  les  sutres  feule- 
ment,  en  rang,  en  depenfe,  en  habits,  et  en  equipage, 
o'eft  qu'unt  fotte  vaniie,  qui  read  un  hcmme  fort  ridicule. 
Reprer.ons  un  peu  nocre  Geogr aphis,  pour  vous  smufe? 
avec  les  cart  es  ;  car  a  cette  beare,  que  les  jou's  font  courts, 
Yous  nc  pourrez  pas  aUer  a  la  promenade  les  apres  diners, 
il  faut  pourtant  fe  divertir  ;  rien  ne  vous  divertira  plus. 
que  de  regarder -les  cartes.  Adieu!  vous  e:es  ua  excel- 
lint  petit  gar^tn. 

Faites  mes  cocnpIiaieGts  a  votre  Mamaa. 


T  R  A  N  S- 
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TRANSLATION. 

Bath,  September  the  50th,  1738. 

MY  DEAR  CHILD,  ., 

IAm  very  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  returned  from  your 
travels  weH,  and  in  good  humour.  The  three  dayi 
dance  which  you  have  borne,  has  not,  I  believe,  been 
quite  Co  agreeable  as  that  which  you  are  now -going  to  re*- 
ncw  with  your  dancing-mafter. 

As  I  know  you  have  a  pleafure  in  learning,  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  you  have  refumed  your  ftudies  ;  for  time  is 
precious,  life  ihort,  an^  confequently  one  muft  not  lofe  a 
iingle  momenr.  A  man  of  fenfe  knows  how  to  make  the 
woft  of  time,  and  puts  cut  his  whole  fum  either  to  intereft 
or  to  pleafure  :  he  is  never  idle,  but  conilantly  employed  ci- 
ther in  amufements  or  in  fiudy.  It  is  a  faying,  That  idle^ 
n«fs  is  the  itiother  of  all  vice.  At  leaft,  it  is  certsin,  that 
lazinefs  IS- flie  inheritance  of  fools  ;  and  nothing  fo  defpi- 
cabie  as  a  fluggard.  Cato  the  Cenfor,  an  old  Roman,  of 
great  virtue  and  much' wifdom,  ufed  to_fay,  there  were  but 
three  adions  of  his  life  which  he  regretted.  The  firft  wa?, 
the  having;  told  a  fecret  to  his  wife  ;  the  fscond,  that  he 
had  once  gone  by  fea  when  he  might  hav€  gone  by  hnd  j 
and  the  third,  the  having  p%ffti  one  day  without  doing  any 
thing.  Confidering  the  manner  in  which  you  employ 
your  time,  I  own  that  I  am  envious  of-  the  pleafure  you 
wi'l  have  in  finding  yourfelf  more  learned  than  other  boys, 
fven  thcfa  who  are  older  th^n  yourfeif  What  horwur 
tins  win  do  you  !  What  difiinftions,  what  appTaufcs  will 
/ollow,  wherever  you  go  !  You  muH:  confefs  that  this 
cannot  but  give.you  pleafure.  The  b^ing  defiious  of  fur- 
paffing  them  in  «ierit  and  learning  is  a  very  laudable  am-, 
biiion  J  whereas  che  wifhing  to  outfliine  others  in  ran-k, 
in  expence,  in  clo'hcs,  and  in  equipage,  is  a  fiily  vanity 
that  m?.ke5  a  man  appear  ridiculous. 

Let  us  return,  to  our  Geography,  in  order  to  amufe  our- 
felves  with  maps.  Now  the  days  sre  fhort,  .you  cannot 
walk  out  in  che  evcnir^g  ;  yet  one  muft  amufc  loue's  frlf, 
?nd  there  is  nothing  fo  entertaining  as  maps.  Adieu  I 
ycu  are  an  excellent  little  boy. 

Make  my  compliments  to  your  Mamma.         ^ 

LET- 
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A  Bath,  ce  4?^©  d'06lobre,  I73S« 

mon;cher  enfant, 

VOUS  vc'iez  bien,  qu'en  vous  ecrivant  ii  fouvent,  et 
de  la  maniere  dont  je  le  fais,  je  ne  vous  traite  pas 
en  petit  enfant,  mais  en  gar5on  qui  a  de  ^ambition,  et 
qui  aimc  a  apprcndre  et  a  s*inflrLire.  De  forte  que  je.fuis 
perfuade,  qu'en  lifant  mes  lettres,.  vous  faites  attentien, 
non  feulernent  a  la  matieie  qu'elles  traitenr,  mais  aulli  a 
la  I'orthographe,  ct  au  ftyle.  Car  il  eft  tres  important  de 
Javoir  bien  ecrire  des  lettres  ;  on  en  a  befoin  tous  les  jours 
dans  le  commerce  de  la  vie,  fpit  pour  les  affaires,  foit  pour 
Jes  plaifirs,  et  Ton  oe  pardonne  qu'a^x  Dames  des  fautes 
d*orihographe  et  de  ftyle.  Qaand  vous  fercz  plus  grand, 
jvous  lirez  les  Epitres  (c'eft  a  dire  les  lettres)  de  Cieeroi>, 
qji  font  le  modele  le  plus  parfait  de  la  maniere  de  bien 
ecrire.  A  propos  de  Ciceron,  il  faut  vous  dire  un  peu  qol 
il  etoit  :  c'etoit  un  vieux  Remain,  qui  vivoit  il  y  a  dixhuk 
cents  ans  ;  homme  d'un  grand  genie,  et  le  plus  celebre 
Orateor  qui  ait  jamais  ete.  Ne  faut  il  pss,  par  parenthefc^ 
vous  cxpliquer  ce  que  c*ell  qu'un  Oraieur  ?  Je  croi»  bieirs 
que  aui.  Un  Oraieur,  done,  c'elt,  un-bomme  qui  ha» 
xanguedans  une  affembl^e  publique,  et  qui  parle  avec  el©- 
qyence  ;  c'eft  a  dire,  qui  raifonne  bien,  qui  a  un  beau  llyle, 
€t  qui  choifit  bien  fes  paroles.  Or  jamais  homme  n'a 
mieux  fait  toutes  ces  chofes  que  Ciceron  ;  il  paroit  quel- 
qaefois  a  tout  le  peuple  Remain,  et  par  fon  elcquence  il 
}eur  perfuadoit  tout  ce  qa'il  vouloit,  Qselquefois  auHi  ii 
cntreprenoit  les  pieces  dc  fes  amis,  il  plaidoit  pour  eux  de- 
cant des  JugC£,  et  il  manquoit  rarement  d'emporter  kurs 
fufFrages,  c'eft  a  dire,  Icurs  ,voix,  leurs,  decifions,  en  fa 
faveur.  11  avoi:  r^ndu  de  grand's  ferviccs  2  la  R^publiqjje 
Romame,  pendant  qa'eJie  joiii/lbji  de  fa  liberie  ;  mais 
qaand  elle  fut  aiTujeuie  par-Juies  Cefar,  le  premier  Empe- 
xeur  Remain,  il  devint  fufr»f  d  aux  Tyrans,  et  fuc  a -la  fin 
egofge  paries  ordres  de  Marc  An'oine,  qu3  Is  l/ailibit, 
parce  qu'il  avott  harangue  ii  (on-mtat  cc^uc  lui  quanc  il 
vouloit  fe  rendre  maiire  de  Rome, 

Souvenezvous  toujoa?s,  t'ii  y  2  quj^'qacs  nos  dans  ires 
lettfes  que  Vwus  n'entendtz  p^s  parfaiteinenr,  d'en  desrian- 
*ier  rexpiis'suon  a.  ^oire  M.Jiiiiii,  ciu  ds  ivs  ches-chir  6,\r} 
hl^itliQt^i.^,     AiUctb  ■   T  R  A  Ii  •> 


1^  LORD  CHESTE&FIELB^s 

TRANSLATION. 

Bath,  Odtober  the  4th,  172$. 
MY  DEAR  CHILD, 

BY  my  wriiing  fo  of  en,  and  by  the  manner  In  which  I. 
write,  you  will  eafily  fee  that  I  do  not  treat  you  as  a 
little  child,  but  as  a  boy  whiD  lovc«  to  learn  and  is    ambi- 
tious of  receiving  inflrudions.     I  am  even  perfaaded,  that 
an  reading  my  letters,  you  are  attentive,    not  only  to   the 
fubjcft  of  which  they  treat,  but  likewife  to  the  orthogra- 
phy and  to  the  ftyle.     It  is  of  the  greateft   importance  to 
write  letters  well  ;  as  this  is  a   talent  which    unavoidably 
occurs  every  day  of  one's  life,  as  well   in   buiinefs  as  in 
pleafure  ;  and  inaccuracies  in  orthography,  or  in  ftyle,  arc 
never  pardoned  buiin  ladies.     When  you  are  older,   you 
will  read  the  Epiftles   (that  is  to  fay  letters)    of  Cicero  ; 
which  arc  the  raoft  perfed  models  of  good   writing.     A 
propos  of  Cicero  ;  I  muft  give  you  fome   account  of  him. 
He  was  an  old  Roman,  who  lived  eighteen  hundred  years 
ago  ;  a  man  of  great  genius,  and  the  moft  celebrated  Ora« 
tor  that  ever  was.     Will  it  not  be  necefTary  to  explain  t« 
you  what  an  Orator  is  ?  I  believe  I  muft.     An    Orator  is 
a  man  who  harangues   in  a    public    aflembly,   and    who 
fpeaks  with  eloquence  \  that  is  t©  fay,  who   reafons.  well, 
has  a  fine  ftyle,    and  chufes    his  words    properly,     Now^ 
Jiever  man  fucceeded  better   than    Cicero,  in  all  thofe  dif- 
ferent points ;  he  ufed  fometimes  to  fpeak  to   the  whole 
people  of  Rome  afiembled  ;  and,  by   the  force  of  his  elo- 
quence, perfuaded  them  towhatever  he  pleafed.     At  cthei- 
times,  he  ufed  to  undertake  caufes,  and  plead    for  his  cli* 
ents  in  courts  of  judicature  :  and  in  thofe  caufes  he  gene- 
lally  had  all  the  fufFrages,  that  is  to  fay,  all  the  opinions, 
all  the  decifions,  in  his  favour.     While    the    Roman  Re- 
public enjoyed  its  freedom,  he  did  very    fignal   fervices  to 
his  country  ;  but  after  it  was  enflaved  by  JuIims  Cefar,  thS 
$rft  Emperor  of  the  Romans,  Cicero  became  fufpe€lcd  by 
the  tyrants  *  and  was  at  hll    put   to  death    by    order    of 
Marc  Antony,  who  hated  him  for  the  feverity  of  his  ora* 
tions  againfl  hisi  at  the  time  that    he  endeavoured  to  ob- 
tain the  fovereignfy  of  Rome. 

In  cnfe  there  fliould  be  any  words  ir.  rhy  letters  which 
you  do  sot  perfeftly  u?^derftand,  remember  always  to  in- 
quire the  explsrrtstion  from  your  Mamma,  or  elfe  to  feek 
for  ifeeftj  \<A  the  Dt'SlKn^fv.  '       Aditu,       '  X  F  T- 
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,    Letter    xl 

A  Bath,  ce  iiisme  d'0£tobre,  ly^i. 

,^MON  CHEH  ENFANT, 

VOUS  aiant  parJc  dans  ma  dermere  de  Ciceron  le  phi 
grand  Orateur  que  Ronje  ait  jamais  pro^uit,  (quoi- 
Hu'eHe  en  ait  produit  plufieurs),  je  vous  pref^nte  aojourd'- 
hqi  Demoflbenes,  le  plus  ce  ebre  de%  Orateurs  Grecs. 
J*aurois  du  a  la  vcrite  avoir  commence  par  Demoftbenesj 
jcomme  l'aise«  car  il  vivoit  apeu  pres  tj-ois. cents  sns  avan? 
Ciceron  ;  et  Cicero  meme  a  beaucoup  prortte  de  la  ledlore  ds 
fes  Harangues  ;  comme  j'efpere  qu'avec  le  terns  yous  pro^ 
iiterez  lie  tousles  deux,  Revenons  a  DemoHh^aes.  H 
etoit  de  la  celebre  ville  d'Athenes  dans  la  Grece  5  ^t  il  a- 
voit  tant  d'eloqucnce,  q^ue  pendant  un  certain  terns  il  goi  - 
veriioit  abfoluhicnt  la  ville,  et  perfisadQit  aux  Atbeniens 
ce  qu'il  vouJoit.  tl  n'avoit  pas  natureilement  le  don  de 
la  parole,  car  il  begaiot  ;  mais  il  s'en  corrigea  €n  mettant, 
qaand  il  parloit,  de  petits  cailloux  dans  fa  bduche,  li  ih 
diftingua  parliculierement  par  les  HaraHgues,  qu'il  ht  con- 
tre  Philippe  R«i  de  Macedolne,  qiii  vouloit  ic  rend  re 
imaitre  de  ia  Grece.  Cell  pourquoi  ces  Harangues  )a  f'-rl 
intituiees,  L^s  Philippifuei.  Vous  vo'icz  de  quel  ufare 
c'eft  que  de  favoir  bicn  parler,  fl!e  s^exprimer  b:eri,  et  de 
s'enoncer  avec  grace.  li  n*y  a  point  de  taient,  par  lequel 
on  fe  rend  plus  agrcat)le  ou  plus  confiderable,  ejus  par 
celui  de  blen  parler. 

.  A  propos  de  la  ville  d'Atlienes  :  je  cro's  qae  vo^it  ne 
la  connoiflez  gulres  encore  ;  et  pourtaiU  il  eft  bJen  ne- 
ceiTaire  de  faire  connoifiance  avec  elle,  car  fi  el'e  n  a  p:.s 
etc  la  mere,  dumoins  elle  a  etela  ndurrice,  deg  A'ts  et  rf?s 
Sciences  ;  c'ei^  a  dire,  que  il  elle  ne  les  a  nrrvr  invfn  £ 
du  moins  ^]Ie  les  a  porte  a  ia  perfetftion.  V,  f'l  vra^  c  e 
I'Egyprft  a  ete  la  premiere  ou  ks  Arrs  ei  ie?  Sci^?;  c  i  t^.  v 
commences,  mais  il  elf  vrai  auffi  que  c'e{!  Atht5.i<.::  c-ui  l- ^ 
3  perfeftionnes.  Les  pliis^  grands  Philofophes,  c'ed  a.  dj-e, 
les- ^ens  qui  aimoienr  et  qui  .erudiaient  Ja  nge:Te.  ^-oien 
fj'Achenes,  comme  auffi  les  tneiileurs  Poe  es  et  |p;  meii- 
leuts  O.ateurs.  Le^.  iKxX?,  7  ont  ere  portes  auOi  a  la  (S^a- 
f.i.rt  peffedjon  ;  comme  la  Sculpture,  c'eft  a  dire,  I'ar* 
tti  tai'ter  d:'s  figutis  en  pii^ju-e  et  en  isiRibre  ;  IMrchittc^ 
luic  c'e!^  A  di;e,  i'arf  dc  bicn  baiirdes  maii^^n?.  d*^  :rl^ 
Vot    i;  G  .  pier. 
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p!es,  des  theatres.  La  Peinture,  la  Mufique,  enfin  tout 
fieuriflbit  a  Atkenes.  Les  Atheniens  avoient  I'cfprit  de- 
licat,  et  !e  ]e  gout  jufte  ;  ils  etoicnt  polis  et  agreablcs  ;  et 
Ton  appelloit,  cet  efprit  vif,  jufte,  et  enjoue,  qu'ils  avoi- 
ent, !e  Sel  Attique,  parce  que,  comme  vou8  favez,  ie  fel  a, 
en  meme  terns,  quelque  chofe  de.  piquant  et  d'agreable. 
On  dit  meme  aujourd*hui,  d'un  honme  qui  a  cette  forte 
d'efprit,  qu'il  a  du  Sel  Attique,  c'eft  a  dire  Athenieo. 
J'efpere  que  vous  ferez  bien  fa!e  de  ce  Sel  la  :  mais  pour 
Tetre,  il  faut  apprendre  bien  des  chofes,  les  concevoir,  et 
les  dire  promptement  ;  car  les  meilleures  chofes  perdent 
leur  grace  fi  elles  paroiflfent  trop  travaillees.  Adieu,  mon 
petirami ;  en  voila  affez  pour  aujourd'hui.  , 

TRANSLATION. 

Bath,  Odober  thg  nth,  1738. 
MY  DEAR  CHILD, 

HAVING  mentioned  Cicero  to  you  in  my  laft  ;  Cicero, 
the  greatefl  Orator  that  Rome  ever  produced,  altho* 
i;  produced  feveral ;  I  this  day  introduce  to  your  acquain- 
tance, Demofthenei,  the  moft  celebrated^  of  the  Grecian 
Orators,  To  fay  the  truth,  I  ought  to  have  begun  with 
DemoHhenes,  as  the  elder;  for  he  lived  about  three  hund- 
red years  before  the  other.  Cicero  even  improved  by 
reading  his  orations,  as' I, hope  you  will  in  time  profit  by 
reading  thofe  of  both.  Let  us  return  to  Demofthenes.  He 
was  born  at  Athens,  a  celebrated  city  in  Greece  ;  and  fo 
commanding  was  his  eloquence,  that,  for  a  conliderable 
time,  he  abfolutely  governed  the  city,  and  perfuaded  the 
people  to  whatever  he  pleafed.  His  elocution  was  not  na- 
turally good,,  for  he  Hammered  ;  but  got  the  better  of  that 
impediment,  by  fpeaking  with  fmall  pebbles  in  his  mouth. 
He  diftinguiihed  himfelf  more  particularly  by  his  ©rations 
sgainft  Philip  King  of  Macedonia,  who  had  defigned  the 
eonqueft  of  Greece.  Thofe  Orations  being  again  ft  P>vi-= 
Jip,  were  from  thence  called  Philippics.  You  fee  how  ufcv 
iu\  it  is  to  fee  able  to  fpeak  weJ],  to  exprefs  one's  feif  clear- 
ly, and  to  pronounce  gracefully.  The  talent  of  fpeaking 
weli,  is  more  eiT;r.t!ally  neceffary  tnan  any  other,  to  jtiakt 
tjsbbth  agreeable  and  considerable. 

J  prip-s  of  the  city  of  Athests  :    I  believe   you  at  pre 
fcni  know  biic  litde  of  i?:  •:  iind  yet  it  would ,  be    icquifr:^ 

It 
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to  be  well  informed  upon  that  fubjefl  j  for,  If  Athens  was 
not  the  mother,  at  leaft  Ihe  was  nurfe,  to  all  the  Arts  and 
Sciences;  that  is  to  fay,  though  fhe  did  not  invent,  yet 
ihe  improved  them  to  the  hlgheft  degree  of  perfeftion.  It 
is  true,  that  Arts  and  Sciences  firft  began  in  Egypt  ;  but 
it  is  as  certain,  that  they  were  brought  to  perfedlion  at 
Athens.  The  greateft  Philofophers  (that  is  to  fay,  men 
who  loved  and  ftudied  wifdom)  3vere  Athenians,  as  ^Ifo 
the  bed  Poets  and  the  beft  Orators.  Arts  likewlfe  wero 
there,  brought  to  the  utmoft  perfe^ion  ;  fuch  as  Sculpture, 
which  means  the  art  of  cutting  figures  in  Hone  and  in 
marWe  ;  Architecture,  or  the  art  of  building  houfes,  tem- 
ples, and  theatres,  \v6ll.  Painting,  Mtific,  in  fhort,  every 
Art  flourifhed  at  Athens.  The  Athenians  had  great  dcJi'- 
cacy  of  wit,  and  juftnefs  of  tafte  ;  they  were  polite  and  a- 
greable.  That  fort  of  lively,  jaft,  and  pleafing  wit,  which 
they  poffefred,  was  called  At£i<:  Salt,  becaufe  fait  has,  as 
you  know,  fomething  fiiarp  and  yet  agreeable.  Even  now, 
it  ia  feid  of  a  man  who  has  that  turn  of  wit.  He  has  attic 
Salt  ;  which  means,  Athenian.  I  hope  you  will  have  a 
good  deal  of  that  Salt  :  but  this  requires  the  learning  ma- 
ny things  ;  the  comprehending  and  exprefling  them  with- 
out hefi cation  ;  for  the  beft  things  lofe  much  of  their  mer- 
it, if  they  appear  too  ftudied.  Adieu,  my  dear  boy  ;  here 
is  enough  for  this  day. 


LETTER       XII. 

JE  fuis  blen-aife  que  vou?  efudiez  I'Hiftolre  Romaine  j 
Qarde  toutes  les  anciennes  hiftfiirss,  il'  n'y  en  a  pas  de 
fi  inftrviflive,  ni  qai  lourniffe  tant  d'exein pies  de  vertu,  d® 
fagefis,  et  de  courage.  Les  autres  grands  Empires,  favair, 
Cf^lui  dcs  Affyriens  celui  des  Perfes,  ec  celui  des  Macedo- 
niens,  fe  font  elevGs  prefque  tout  d'ua  coup,  par  des  acci= 
dens  favorables,  et  par  le  fucces  rapide  de  leurs  srmes  ; 
mais  TEmpire  Remain  s'eft  aggrandi  par  degrcs,  et  a  fur- 
monie  les  dijfficultes  qui  s'oppofoient  a  fon  aggrandilie- 
ment,  autant  par  fa  vertu,  et  par  fa  fageffc,  que  par  fcs 
armes. 

Ro;me,    qui    fut   dans    la    fuite  la  maltrefTe  du  monde^^ 
n'ecoit  d'abord,  comme  voas  le  favez,  s^u^une    petite    vile 

fonde? 
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fondee  par  Romulus,  fon  premier  Roi,  a  la  tete  d*un  petic 
nnmbre  de  bergers  et  d'aventuriers,  qui  fc  rangerent  fous" 
lui  ;  et  dans  le  prcraier  denombrement  que  Romulus  fie 
du  peuple,  c*cft  a  dire,  la  premiere  foi$  qu'il  fit  compter 
le  nombre  des  habitans,  ils  ne  montoient  qu'a  trois  mill^ 
hommes  de  pied,  et  trois  cegts  chevaux  ;  au  lieu  e|u'a  la 
fin  de  fon  regne,  qui  dura  trente  fept  ans,  il  y  avoit  qua- 
rante  fix  mille  hommes  de  pied,  et  mille  chevaux. 

Pendant  les  deux  cents  cinquante  premieres  anees  dc 
Rome,  c'ell  a  dire,  tout  le  terns  qu'elle  fut  gouvernee  par 
des  Roio,  fes  voifins  lui  firent  la  guerre,  et  tacherent 
d'etoufi^er  dans  fa  naifTance,  un  peuple,  dont  ils  craignoient 
i'^ggraRtJifTemeut,  confequence  natureilede  fa  venu,  defoa 
courage,  et  de  fa  rag;efre.,  ■>  ■    ■ 

Rome  done  emploi'a  fes  deax  cen's  cinquante  premiere* 
anriCes  a  loiter  con  ere  fes  plus  proches  voifins,  qu'elle  fur- 
Inonta  ;et  dtux  cents;  cinquante  autres,  a  fe  rerdre  mai* 
trefie  de  Tltalie  j  de  forte  qu'il  y  avoit  cinq  cents  ans, 
depuis  la  fbnlTaTibn  de  Rome,  jufques  a  ce  qu'efle  devint 
maitrclTe  dc  I'ltaJie.  Ce  fut  feulement  dans  les  deux  cent^ 
annees  fuivantes  qu*elle  fe  rendit  la  maitrefie  da  mocde, 
c*tll  a  dire  fept  cents  ans  apr?s  fa  fondation. 

T  R  A  N  S.L  AT  I.O  N. 

I  AM  glad  to  hear  you  lludy  ihe  Romarv  hiftory-;  for  of 
all  ancient  hiftories,  it  is  the  iiioii  in'l|fu6live  and  fur- 
Rjfhes  moli  examples  of  virtue  wiidom,  and  courage.  The 
ether  jTr?;a't  Empires,  as  the  AiTi  ri'an,  Peffian,  and  Macedo- 
nian, fprung  up  alrnofl  of  a  fudden,l)y  favorable  accidents, 
and  th'e  raptdiiy  of  their ;cr.nque(ls  ;  but  the  RomA'ir  Em- 
pire extended  itfeif  gradualiy,  and  fivmoUnt^d  the  obfla- 
c  es  that  oppbTed  its'  aggrand:fernent,.  hot  kis  by  virtue 
and  wifiom.  iKan  by  force  of  arms. 

Rome,  which  at.  length  became  the  miftrefs  of  the 
viork",  was  (af,  you  k.iow)  In  the  beginning  but  a  fmall 
city,  founded  bv  Rcmuluv,  Her  ftrft  King,  at  the  bead  of 
an  inconn<iersb'e  numberof  her.dfmeri  and  vagabonds, who 
had  made  him  their  Lhicf.  At  the  iiril  farvey  Romulus 
ii/ace  of  h'S'people,  that  is,  the  fir  ft  time  he:  took  an  ac- 
count of  the  inhabirants,  they  amounted  only  to  three 
th,>ufand  foot  and  three  hundred  horle  ;    Vi'hcrcivS,  towards 
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tH^  ttA  of  his  reign,  which  lafted  thirty-f€vcn   years,    h« 
yiickpned  forty-fix  ihoufatid  foot,  and  one  thoufand  horfe. 

During  the  firft  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  of  Rome, 
as  long  as  it  was  governed  by  Kings,  the  Romans  were 
engaged  in  frequent  wars  with  their  neighbours  ;  who  e(i» 
deavoured  to  crufti  in  its  infancy  a  ftate  whofe  future  greit* 
ncls  they  dreaded,  as  the  natural  confequence  of  its  virtue, 
courage,  and  wifdom.  ,  ^ 

Thus  Rome  employed  its  firft  two  hundred  and  fifty 
years  in  ftruggling  with  the  neighbouring  States,  whg. 
were  in  that  period  entirely  fubdued  ;  and  two  huaired 
and  fifiy  more  in  conque;ing  the  reft  of  Italy  :  fo  that  we 
reckon  five  hundred  years  froni  the  foundation  of  Rome  to 
the  entire  conqueft  of  Italy.  And  in  the  following  -two 
hundred  years,  ftie  attained  to  the' Empire  of  the  World  -; 
tl}3t  is,  in  f^vea  hundred  years  from  the  foundation  of  th& 
city.  ■ 


LETTER      Xlir. 

ROmulus,  qui  (com me  je  vous  Tai  deja  dit)  etoit  le 
Fondateur  et  le  premier  Roi  de  Rome,  n'aiant  pas 
d'abord  beaucoup  d'habitans  pour  fa  nouvelle  ville,  fongea 
a  teus  les  moiens  d'en  augmenter  le  nombre  ;  et  pour  cet 
eifet,  il  publia  qu'elle  ferviroit  d'afyie,  c'eft  a  dire,  d^re- 
fuge  Qfde  lieu  de  furete  pour  ceux  qui  feioient  bannis  des 
autres  villes  d'ltalie.  Cela  lui  atcira  bicn  des  gens  qui 
fortirent  de  ces  villes,  foit  a  caufe  de  kurs  dettes,  foit  a 
eaufe  des  crimes  qu'ils  y  avoient  commis  :  car.un  afyle'eft 
un  endroit  qui  fert  de  protedlion  a  tous  ceux  qui  y  vien- 
nent,  queloue  crime  qu'ils  aient  commis,  ee  on  ne  peut  Ics 
y  prendre  ni  les  punis.  Avbuez  qu'il  ell  afifez  furprenanr, 
que  d'un  pareil  amas  de  vauriens  ef  de  coquin?,  il  eo  foit 
forti  la  nation  la  plus  fage  et  la  plus  vertueure  qui  fut  ja* 
mais.  "  Mais  c'eft  qae  Romulus  y  fit  de  fi  bonnes  loix,  in- 
fpii*a  a  tout  le  peuple  un  tel  amour  de  la  patrie  e?  de  la 
gloi-re,  y  ecablit  fi  bien  la  religion,  et  le  culte  des  Dieux,^ 
que  ptadant  quelques  centaines  d'annees  ce  fut  un  peuple 
de  Heros,  et  de  gens  vertueux. 

T  R  A  N  S^ 
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TRANSLATION. 

RGmulus,  who  (as  I  have  already  told  you)  was  the 
founder  and  firtt  king  of  Rome,  not  having  fuffici- 
ent  inhabitants  for  his  new  eity,  confidercd  every  method 
by  which  he  might  augment  their  number  ;  and  to  that 
end,  beiffuedout  a  proclamation,  declaring,  that  it  fhould 
be  an  njylum^  or,  in  other  words,  a  fanduary  and  place  of 
fafety,  for  fuch  as  were  baniflied  from  the  different  cities 
of  Italy*  This  device  brought  to' him  many  people,  who 
quitted  their  refpeftive  towns,  whether  for  debt,  or  on  ac* 
count  of  crimes  which  they  had  committed  :  an  afylum 
being  a  place  of  proteftion  for  all  who  fly  to  it  ;  where, 
let  their  offences  be  what  they  will,  they  cannot  be  ap- 
prehended or  puniflied.  Pray;  is  it  not  very  aftonifhing, 
that,  from  fuch  a  vile  affcmblage  of  vagrants  and  rogues, 
the  wifefl:  and  moft  virtuous  nation  that  ever  exifted  ihould 
deduce  its  origin  ?  The  reafbn  is  this  ;  Romulus  enafted 
fuch  wholefome  laws,  infpired  his  people  with  fo  great  a 
love  of  glory' and  their  country,  and  fo  firmly  eftablilhed 
religion  and  the  worlhip  of  the  Gods,  that  for  fame  fuc- 
ceeding  ages,  they  continued  a  nation  of  heroes  and  virtu- 
ous men.   . 


L     E^    T    T     I     R       XIV.  • 

JE  vous  deja  fouvent  parle  de  la  Recefiite  qu*il  y  a  de 
favoir  I'hiHorre  a  fond  ;  ma'S5  je  ne  peux  pas  vous  le 
tedire  trop  fduvent.  Clceron  Vz'^^tW^  avec  raifon  ;  Tejiis 
iemporunty  lux  'veritatis,  'uita  ■mtfncritg^  magiftra  ^ita, 
■nuritia  'Vitujlati'r.  Par  ie  fecours  de  Phiftotre  un  jewue 
boitime  peut,  en  quelque  fa^on,  acqo^rir  Pe'xperience  de 
la  vieilleffe  :  en  lifant  cc  qui  a  ere  fait,  il-  apprend  ce 
qu'il  a  a  faire^;  ct  plus  II  eft  inilruit  du  paffe,  micux  il 
faura  fe  conduire  a  Pavenir. 

De  toutes  les  Hiftoires  anciennes,  la  plus-  intereffante, 
ct  la  plus  inftrudive,  c'eft  Phiftoire  Romaine.  Elie  eft  la 
plus  fertile  en  grands  hommee,  et  en  grands  evenemens. 
Elle  nous  anime,  plus  que  toute  afutre,  a  la  vertu  ;  en 
nous  montrant,  comment  une  petite  ville^^comme  Rome, 
fondee  par  une  poignee  de  Patres  et  d'Aventuriers,  s'eft 

rendue 
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rendue  dans  Tefpace  de  fept  cents  ans  maitreffe  du  mondej 
par  le  moeh  de  fa  vertu  et  de  fon  courage. 

C*eft  pourquoi  j'en  ai  rait  un  abrege  fort  en  racourci. 
Pour  vous  en  faciliter  la  connoifTancc,  et  rimprimer 
d*autant  mieux  dans  votre  efprit,  vous  le  traduirez  peu  a 
peu,  dans  un  livre,  que  vous  m'apporterez  tous  ies  Di= 
xnanches. 

Tout  le  terns  de  I'hiftoire  Romaine,  depuis  Roraulus 
jufqu'a  Augufte,  qui  eft  de  fept  cents  vingt  trois  an«s 
peut  fe  divifer  €n  trois  parlies. 

La  premiere  eft  fous  les  fept  Rois  de  Rome,  et  dure 
deux  cents  quarrante  quatre  ans. 

La  feconde  depuis  I'etabliffement  des  Confals  et  l*cx« 
pulfion  des  Rois,  jufqu'a  la  premiere  Guerre  Punique^ 
eft  aufS  de  deux  cents  quarrante  quatre  ans. 

La  troifieme  s'etend  depuis  la  premiere  Guerre  Puniqae 
jufqu'au  regne  d' Augufte,  et  elle  dure  deux  cents  trente 
cinq  ans ;  cequi  fait  en  tout,  les  fept  cents  vingt  trois  anSj 
cideiTus  meniionnes,  depuis  fa  fondation,  jufqu'au  regne 
d'Augufte. 

Sous  le  regne  d'Augufte,  Rome  etoit  au  plus  haut  point 
de  fa  grandeur,  car  elle  etoit  la  Maitrefle  </«  Monde  ;  mais 
elle  ne  Ptoit  plus  d'elle  meme,  aiant  perdu  fon  ancienne 
liberte  et  fon  ancienne  vertu.  Augufte y  etai)Iit  le  pouvoif 
abfolu  desr  Empereurs,  qui  devint  bientot  une  tyrannie 
herrible  et  cruelle  fotis  les  autres  Empereurs  fes  fucceiTeurs  5 
moi'ennant  quoi,  Rome  dechut  de  fa  grandeur  en  moins 
de  tems  qu'elle  n*en  avoit  pris4)our  y  monter. 

Le  premier  gouvernement  de  Rome  fut  Monarchique  ; 
mais  une  Monarchie  bornee,  et  pas  abfolu,  car  le  Senat 
partageoit  Pauforiie  avec  le  Roi.  Le  Roiaume  etoit  eledif^ 
et  non  pas  hereditaire  ;  c*eft  a  dire,  quand  un  Roi  moiiroit, 
on  en  choififToit  un  autre,  et  le  ills  ne  fuccedoit  pas  ati  perco 
Romulus,  qui  fut  le  fondateur  de-Rome,  en  fut  auffi  le  pre- 
mier Roi.  II  fut  el u  par  le  peupl^,  et  forma  le  premier 
plan  du  gouvernement.  13  etablit  le  Senat,  qui  confiftoit 
en  cent  membres  ;  et  partage^  le  peuple  en  trois  ordres  : 
Les  Patriciens,  c'eft  a  dire  les  gens  du  premier  rang  ;  les 
Chevaliers,  c'eft  a  dire  ceux  du  fecond  rang,  j  tout  le  refte 
e^oit  peupie,  qu'il  appella  Piebeiens. 

Traduifez  ceci  en  Anglois,  et  spporfczle  moi  Dimanche, 
rcns  Uif  C€3  V\^\\?.^  q-ue  ic  voui  enyorco 

T  R  A  N  S^ 
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T  R  A  N  S  L  A  T  I  ON. 

IHave  Gften  told  you  how  necefFary  it  wa«  to  have  Si 
perfedl  knowledge  of  Hiftory  ;  but  cannot  repeat  it 
often  enough.  Cicero  properly  calls  it,  Te^h  femporum', 
lux  *veritatts^  mita  memoria,  magiftra  'vita,  nuntia  nft' 
iufiatis.  By  the  help  ot  Hiftory,  a  young  man  may,  iii 
fome  meafure,  acquire  the  experience  of  olil-age.  Ill 
reading  what  has  been  done,  he  is  apprifed  of  what  he 
has  to  do;  and,  the  more  he  is  inforn.ed  of  what  is  paft^ 
♦he  better  he  will  know  how  to  condudl  himfelf  for  the 
future. 

Of  all  ancient  hiftories,  the  Roman  is  the  thoft  interef- 
ting  and  indrudive.  It  abounds  moll  with  accounts  of 
illuilrious  men,  and  prefents  us  with  the  grcateft  number 
of  important  events.  It  likewife  fpurs  us  on,  more  than 
any  other,  to  virtucjs  anions,  by  ftiowing  how  fmall  a 
city,  like  Rome,  founded  by  a  handful  of  ftiepherds  and 
vagabonds,  could,  in  the  fpace  of  feven  hundred  years, 
render  herfelf  miftrefs  of  the  world  by  courage  and 
virtue. 

Hence  it  is,  that  I  have  refolved  to  form  a  fmall  abridg- 
ment of  that  hiftory,  in  order  to  facilitate  your  acquiring 
the  knowledge  of  it  ;  and,  for  the  better  imprinting  it  in 
your  mind,  I  defire  that  by  little-  and  little,  you  would 
tranflate  it,  and  copy  it  fair  into  a  book,  which  you  muft 
»ot  fail  to  bring  to  me  every  Sunday. 

The  whole  time  of  -^he  Roman  hiftory,  from  Romului 
down  to  Auguftus  Csefar,  being  feven  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-three years,  may  be  divided  into  three  periods. 

The  firft,  under  the  feven  Kingi,  is  of  two  hundred 
and  forty-four  years. 

The  fecond,  from  the  expuliion  of  the  Kings,  and 
«ftabli(hment  of  the  Confuls,  to  the  firft  Punic  War,  is 
likewife  two  hundred  and  forty-four  years. 

The  third  is  from  the  firft  Punic  War  down  to  the  rei|a 
of  Auguftus  C^far,  and  lafts  two  hundred  and  thirty-fiv« 
years  :  which  three  periods,  aducd  togethef,  make  up  the 
feven  hundred  and  twenry-three  years  above-men tionedji 
from  the  foundation  cf  Rome  to  the  reign  ot  Auguiiu« 
Casfar. 

In  the  reign  of  Auguftus  Rome  was  ?.t    the   fummit  cf 

her 
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hsT  grtatnef*  ;  for  Ibe  was  miftrefs  of  the  world,  tk6u  H 
no  longer  miftrefs  of  herfelf,  having  loft  both  her  ancifiic 
liberty  and  her  ancient  virtue.  Augufius  cftabliiheB  the 
Imperial  power,  which  foon  degeneraied  into  the  molt  de- 
teftafele  and  cruel  tyranny  under  the  fucceedirg  Eniiperors  • 
in  confequence  of  which,  Rom.e  fell  from  her  former  great- 
nefs,  in  a  ftiorter  fpace  of  time  than  fiie  had  taken  to  aT- 
cend  to  it. 

The  firft  f«rm  of  government  eftiblilhed  it  Rome  wss 
Monarchical 'f  but  a  limited,"  not  an  abfjilute  Monarchy, 
as  the  power  was  divided  ketwecn  the  King  and  the  Se- 
nate. The  Kingdem  was  elei^'live,  and  not  heredicnry  ; 
that  is,  when  one  King  died,  another  was  chofeii  in  his 
room,  and  the  fon  of  the  deceafed  King  did  rot  fucceed 
him.  Romulus,  who  was  founder  of  Roiue^  v-as  sifo  hfr 
firft  King  s  he  was  ele^fled  by  the  people,  arid  he  formed 
the  firft  fyftem  bf  government.  He  Appointed  the  Senate^ 
which  conlifted  of  one  hutidre<^  •  and  divided  theprope- 
into  three  orders  ;  namely,  Patriclansy  who  were  of  ths 
firft  rank  or  order  ;  Knights^  of  the  fecond  ;  arid  the  third 
was  the  common  people,  whom  he  called  Pleheians. 
.  Tranflate  this  into  Englifh  ;  and  bring  it  me  next  Sua- 
day,  written  upon  the  lines  which  I  now  fend  you. 


LETTER      XV. 

ROmulus  et  Remus  etoient  jumeains,  et  fil?  de  Rhea 
Sylvia,  filledeNumitor  Roi  d'AJbe  Rhea  Syiviaj- 
fut  enfermee  et  mife  au  nombre  des  Veitales,  par  Ton  oncid 
Amulius,  afin  qu'elle  n'eut  point  d'enfait-s,  cri^  its  Vcib  ts 
6toierit  obligees  a  la  chalk'ie.  Elle  denivt  poisrt-int  groiT^"; 
ct  pretendit  que  le  i>icu  Mirs  favoit  forcee.  QuanH  e  .e 
accoucha  de  Romulus  er  deRemus-,  Amuiius'  i)rd  nm  q  .-'I's' 
fuftent  jettes  dans  le  "Fibre,  lis  y  (Kixexvt  ' t^co.iv^'mcni 
portes  dans  leur  berceau  ;  mais  I'eau  s'e:3.ct  rrnrce,  le 
berceau  re'ia  a  fee.  Uoe  Louve  qui  eioit  veiij:i  ]k  p.  uf 
feolre;  ies  allaita,  jufques  a  ce  qi:e  Fauilu'u.'^j  ux\  bx^er, 
les  em  port;?  Chez  !ui,  et  Ies  eileva  cornfr^e  fl;  n  r  E^an? 
devenus  grands,  iis  a^  erep.!:  av£c  norrtbj-e  d?  L.HriT?,  d'/\'-^ 
bains,  et  de  bergers,  et  \'%  fonderent  RoPiV-?.  K/^iru'i;-  •. 
pour  regTief  i^ul,  tu^-ibn   i'czre.  ReiBSs,  €•£   -tui  d-.da.Q  iK^f 
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par  tous  ces  gen  sla.  Etantdevenu  Souverain,  il  partagea 
Jep^uple  en  trois  tribus  et  trente  Curies,  en  Patticiens, 
P  ebeiens,  Senar,  Patrons,  Cliens,  et  Chevaliers.  Les 
Patriciens  etoient  Its  plus  accredices  et  les  plus  conddera- 
bles.,  Les  Piebeiens  ecoient  je  petit  peuple.  Les  Patron* 
ecoient  les  gens  les  piers  refpeftable  qui  protegeoient  un 
certain  nombre  du  petit  peuple,  qu'on  appelloit  leursCliecs. 
I^e  Senat  confiftoit  de  cent-  p^rfoanes  choifies  d'entre  les 
X^atriciens  ;  et  les  Chevaliers  etoient  une  troupe  de  trois 
cents  hommes  a  cfievai,  qui  fervoient  de  garde  du  corps  a 
Komulus,  et  qa'il  appella  O/i-r//. 

Mais  Romulus  ne  fe  contenta  pas-  de  ces  reglemens 
civils  J  il  inftitua  auiii  le  Ciilte  des  Dieus,  et  etabiit  les 
Arufpiccs  et  les  Augures,  qui  etoient  des  P>e;res, 
dont-Ies  prem.ers  confaltoient  les  4?ntrailles  des  vidimes 
qu'on  facrifioit,  et  les  deiaiers  obfervorent  le  volet  le 
chant  des  oifeaux,  et  declaroient  li  ies  prefages  etoient  fa- 
vourablcs  ou  ncn,  avant  qu'un  entreprit  <|uelque  chofe  que 
ce  put  etre. 

Romulus,  pour  attirer  des  habitans  a  fa  nouvelle  ville ,  Is 
icdara  un  afyle  a.tous  ceux  qui  viendroient  s-y  etablir  j 
ce  qui  attlra  un  nombre  infini  de  gens,  qui  y  accoururenC 
des  ^utres  villes,  et  campagnes  voirines.  Un  Afyle  veoE 
dire,  un  lieu  defurete,  et  de  proteclion,  pour  ceux  qui 
fcmt  endettes,  ou  qaiaiant  commis  des  crimes, fe  fauvent  de 
la  juftice. .  "Dans  les  pa's  Catholiques,  les  eglifes  font  ac- 
taellement  des  afyles  pour  toute  forte  de  crimineis  qoi  s'y 
refugient.  ' 

Mai&  on  raanquoit  de  femmes  a  Rome  :  pour  fupp'eer  a 
cedefautj  Romulus  envoia  faire  des  proportions  de  muriage 
s  fes  voifins  lesSabi'ns:  mais  lesSabins  rejetterent  ces  propo- 
rtions, avec  hauteur  ;  furquoi  Romulus  fit  publier  cfans  le'i 
lieux  circo  nvoiiins,  qu'un  tel  jour, ill  cplebj-eroit  la  ""eie  ca 
Dieu  Confus  ^,  et  qu'il  iiiviioit  tout  le  monde  a  y  '  affill. 
On  y  accourut  de  toutes  psrcs,  et  principnleixjent  les  Sa- 
blnes  ;  qiiand  roi?t  d'un  coup,  a  un  iignal  donne,  les  Rc- 
iDains.  I'epee  s  la  main,  fe  faifiirenc  de  toutes  hs  fernnrics 
qui  y  e'olent  ;  et  les  epouTerent  apiCs.  Get  evinemcnt 
remaquable,  VappeHe  FEnlevement  des  Sribines  L'^s 
Sablns  irrites  de  cei  aS?'ront-,  et  de  ceice  injiulice,    cccla-^e- 
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rent  la  guerre  aux  Rismains  ;  qui  fut  terminef,  et  une  pBiK 
conclue,  par  rentremiie  des  f^mmes  Sabines,  qui  eiqient 
etablies  a  Rome.  Les  Remains  et  les  Sabins  s'tmirent 
parfaitement,  ne  firent  qu'un  peuple  ;  et  Tatius  Roi  des 
Sabins  regna  conjointement  avec  Romulus.  Tatius  raou- 
im  bieniot  apres,  et  Romulus  regna  encore  feul. 

II  faut  remarquer,  que  J'Enlevement  des  Sabinesfut  uns 
action  plus  utile  gue  jufte  :  mais  Tutilite  ne  doit  pas  su- 
torifer  I'injuftice  ;  car  Ton.  doit  tout  fouffrir,  et  raeme 
raourir,  plu'ot  qua  de  commettre  une  injuftke.  -Auffi  ce 
f<jt  lar  feule  que  les  Remains  firent  pendant  plulieurs  fisc- 
les  :   Ua  Siecle  veut  dire,. cent  ans. 

Les  vorfms  de  Rame-devmrent  bientot  jaloux  de  cette 
puiliance  naiiTante  ;  de  forte  que  Romulus  eut  encore  plu- 
neurs  guerres  a  foutenir,  dans  Jefqaelie^  il  remporta  io0- 
jours  la  vidoiie  :  mais  comme  il  "cQmmen9oii:  a  devenir 
tyrannique  chez  lui,  et  qii'il  vouloit  oter  au  Senat,  leurs 
privileges,  pour  regnerpki^    defpotiquement  ;     tout    d'un 

__coup  il  difparut,  et  i'on  ne  le  vit  plus.  La  verire  eii,  que 
les  Senateurs  I'avoient  tue  ;  mais  com  me  ils  craignoient  la 
colere  du  peuple,  uji  Senateur  des  plus  accreditee,  nomme 
Proculus  Julius,  protefta  su  peuple,  que_  Romulos  lui  avmt 
appa'-u  comme  Dieu,  et  I'avoit  aiTure  qu'il  avoit  ete  tranf- 
porte  au  Ciel,  et  p'ace  parmi  les  D-eux  ;  qu'ii  vouloit 
Kieme  que  les  Romaias  PadoraiTent  fous  le  nom  de  ^hi- 
nus,  ce  quails  firent.  ^ 

Remarquez  bien,  que  le  gouvernement  cleRome  fous Ro- 
mulus e  cit  un  ■^ouvernement  mixie  et  Jibre  ;  et  que  !e 
R:>i  n'e:oit  rien  snoins  qu^ab^o!u  ;  au  contraire,  il  par  ag^- 
0!C  I'autorite  avec  le  Scnat  et  le  peuple,  a  p^u  prcs  commit 
le  Roi,  ici,  avec  la  Chambre  Haute  et  la  Chambre  iSaffc. 
De  forte  que  Romulus,  voulant  faire  une  inju  {rice  fi  ciane, 
que  de  vioJer  les  droits  du  Senat  et  \?.  liberre  du  p3up'.:\ 
flit  juftement  puni,  comme  tout  tyran  jr.erire  de  I'eue. 
Tout  homme  a  un  droit  nature!  a_  fa  liberce  ;  et  qukcii  - 
q  ie  veut  la  lui  ravir,  merJte  la  mf^rr,  plus  que  ce'ni  qui  n* 
cherche  qu'a  lui  vole'-  fi~>i  arp^ent  fur  le  grand    c-i'  min. 

La  piupart  des  Ic'X  et  de^  arrangemens  de  Rjfuj'u", 
avoient.egard  prmcipalement  a  la  g:crre,  et  e!:G;e -.t  f...'rF.ei 
dans  le  4-iftin  de  rencire  le  peuple  bcHiq  jcnv  ;  co;r. rae  ea 
efFit  il  le  hn,  .plus  que  tout  ?aure.      Mais   c"f;^o;;    aulU  jpi 

•fconheur  pour  Rome,,  que  fja  iuccefieur,   Ku.raa  FcRipl^uS;, 

CLOlL 
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£  -it  d'un  nature!  paciiiquf,  qu'il  s'appHqua  a  etgblir  la 
I'on  ordre  dans  la  ville,  €t  a  faire  des  loix  pour  encouragci 
lu  vertu  et  la  religion. 

Apres  la  mcTte  de  Romulus,  il  y  eut  un  InterregDC 
d'un  an.  Un  Tnterrcgnc  eft  rintervalle  entre  la  mort 
d'un  Roi  et  I'eledion  d'tn  autre  ;  ce  -qui  petit  feulement 
1:1  -iver  dans  les  Roiauracs  EIe£lifs  ;  car  dans  les  Monarchies 
Heiejitairei^  des  I'inflant  qu*un  Roi  ineurt,  fon  ills  ou 
io{\  plus  proche  parent  devient  imnnediatement  Roi. 
Pendant  cet  interregne,  les  Senateurs  faifoient  alterna- 
tivement  les  fon^tions  de  Roi.  Mais  le  peuple  fe  lafTa 
de  cette  forte  de  gouveinement,  et  voulut  un  Roi.  Le 
choix  etoit  difficile  ;  les  Sabins  d'un  cote,  et  les  Remains 
t;e  I'autre,  voulant  cbacua  un  Roi  d'entre  eux,  li  y  avoit 
tlors  dans  la  petite  viile  de  Cures,  pas  loin  de  llome, 
Ln  homme  d'une  grande  reputation  de  prcbite  et  de  ja- 
i  ice,  appelle  Numa  Pompilius,  qui  menoit  une  vie  retiree 
et  c^ampetre,  et  joiiifibit  d*un  doux  repos  dan*  la  folitude 
te  la  campagne.  Qn  conyint  done,  unanimement,  de  Iq 
thoiiir  pour  R.oi  :  et  I'on  envci'a  des  AmbaiTadcurs  le  lui 
iVotilier.  Mais  bien  loin  d'etre  cbloui  par  une  elevation  si 
fubi^e  et  fi  iiDprevue,  il'  refufa  ;  et  ne  fe  laiiTa  flechir 
cu'avec  peine,  par  les  inftances  reiterees  ~des  Romains  et 
t  e  i\s  plus  prcches  parens  :  meritant  d'a'^f^i^t  plus  cette 
ipigr^i  e,  qu'il  ne  la  rtchechoit  pas.  Rema?q-uez,  par 
c^'  execnple  de  Numa  Pompilius,  cominent  la  vertu  fe  fait 
jour,  *2u  travers  meme  de  robfcurite  d'un.e  vie  retiree  et 
charnpetre,  et  ccmment  lot  ou  tard  e41e  eft  tcujours 
jerorDpenfee,  -     _ 

Nrtma  place  fur  le  trone^  entreprit  d'adcucir  les  moeurs 
i'e-  R  m-^ins,  et  de'  lenr  infpirer  un  efpiit  pacifique,  par 
•fs  e>,ercices  de  |a  religion.     Ji  barif  un  temple  en  I'honneur 


cu  'Jar.Hs.,  qui  devoit"  eTre  un  innice  public  de  \i 
;  iitrrj  oa  de  la  paix  ;  etant  o«vert  en  terns  de 
,'  .-re,  et  feime  en  terns  de  paix.  I)  fut  ^^imi  pendant 
\v  S-'\r,  x^^T.e:  ;  mais  depuis  lors  jufqn'au  regne  de  Cjefar 
.  iJguf^e,  il  ne  fut  ferme  que  deux  fois  :  la  premiere,  apres 
hi  prtrnicre  Goerre  I'un  que  ;  et  la  fec(  nde,  apres  la 
\,hX7i\\^  Q.\ASliu7n,  ca.Auguiie  defit  Antoine.  Le  Diet? 
'ja-:uf  fft  touj'''urs  reprefente  avec  deux  vifages,  i'un  qui 
iPgard.i  le  prfle,  et  I'autre  I'avenir  ;  a  caufe  de  quoi,  vous 
i>  -  -  cz  fouvent  dans  IcfPcexbLatins  appelle  JanusBifrcnj^ 
-.'<  (l  a  dire  qui  a  deux  /roiUa.     Mai5  pour  revenir  a  Numa  \ 
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II  pretendit  avoir  des  entretiens  fecrets  avec  la  Nymphe 
Egerie,  pour  difpofer  ie  peupic,  qui  aime  toujours  le 
raerveilleux,  a  mieux  rccevoir  fes  loix  et  {e&  reglemens, 
cpmme  lui  etant  infpires,  par  la  divinite  meme.  Eniin, 
il  etablit  Ie  bon  ordre,  a  la  ville  et  a  la  campagne  ;  il  ia- 
fpira  a  fes  fujets  Tamour  du  rravail,  de  lafrugalite,  et  mems- 
dc  la  pauvrete.  Apres  avoir  regne  quaranie  trois  ans,  il 
mourut  regrette  de  tout  (on  peupl?. 

On  peut  dire,  que  Rome  etoit  redevabic  de  toute  fa 
grandeur  a  fes  deux  premiers  Rois,  Romulus  ec  Numa, 
qui  en  jettcrent  les  fondemens.  Romulus -ne  forma  fes 
fujets  qu-a  la  guerre  ;  Numa  qu'a  la  paix  et  a  la  j  iftice. 
Sans  Numa,  ils  auroient  e;e  /eroces  et  barbares  ;  fans  Ro- 
mulus, ils  auroient  peut-etre  reftes  dans  le  repos  et 
Tobfcurite.  Mais  c'ecoit  cet  heureux  aff^mblage  de  vertus 
religieufes,  civiles,  et  militaires,  qui  let  rendit  a  la  fia  lea- 
niaitre?  du  monde. 

TuUus  Hoflilius  fut  elu  Roi,  bientot  apres  la  mort  de 
Numa  Pompilius.  I!  avoit  Tefprit  audi  guerrier,  que  Nu- 
ma I'avoit  eu  pacifique,  et  il  eut  bientot  occafion  d« 
Texercer  ;  car  la  ville  d'Aibe,  jaloufe  deja  de  la  puiflartce- 
de  Rome,  chercha  un  pretexte  pour  lui  faire  la  guerre. 
La  guerre  etant  declaree  de  part  et  d'autre,  et  les  deux 
armees  fur  le  point  d'en  ve'nir  aux  mains  ;  un  Albain 
propofa,  que  pour  epargner  le  fang  de  tant  de  gens,  on 
choifiroit  dans  les  deux  armees,  un  certain  nombre,  dont 
la  vidoire  decideroit  du  fort  des  deux  villes  :  Tullus  Hof- 
lilius accepta  la  propofition. 

II  fe  trovoit  dans  Tarmee  des  Albains  trois  freres,  qui 
s*appelloient  les  Curiaces  ;'et  dan's  I'armee  des  Romains 
trois  freres  auffi,  qu'on  noinmoit  les  Horaces  :-  lis  etoient 
de  part  et  d'autre  a  peu  pres  de  merae  age  et  de  meme 
force.  Ils  furent  choifis,  ci  accepteient  avec  jnie  un  choix 
qui  leur  faifoit  tant  d'honneur.  Us  i'avancent  entre  les 
deux  arm'ees,  et  Ton  donne  le  fignal  du  combat.  D'abord 
deux  des  Horaces  font  tues  par  les  Curiaces,  qui  tous  troid ' 
furent  blefTes.  Le  tioilieme  Horace*  etoit  fans  bkffure  ; 
ma^s  ne  fe  fentant  pas  aiFez  fort  pour  refiiier  aux  trois 
Curiaces,  au  defaut  de.  force  il  ufa  de  flratageme.  11  lit 
done  femblant  de  fuir  ;  et  ai'ant  fait  quelque  chemin,  il 
^eggrda  tn  arriere,  et  vit  les  trois  Curiaces,  qui  Ie 
puurfiiivoient,  a  quelxjue  .diftance  Tun  de  I'autie,  feloti 
-  "  '  que 
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que  leurs  blefTures  leur  permettolent  de  in  archer ;  alors  il 
retourne  fur  fe  pas,  et  Jes  tue  J'on  apres  I'autre. 

Les  Romains  ie  re^Lirent  avecjois  dans  leur  camp  ;  mals 
fe  fcEur,  qui  etoit  promife  a  uii  des  Curiaces,  vient  a  {3. 
rencontre,  et  verfant  un  torrent.de  larmes,  lui  reproche 
d'avoir  tue  Ton  amant.  Sur  quoi  ce  jeune  vainqjear,  dans 
les  tranfports  de  fon  empcriement,  lui  pafTe  i'epee  a  a 
travers  du  corps.  La  juitice  le  condamna  a  la  inort  ;  mais 
3I  en  appella  au  peuple,  qui  lui  pardonna,  en  confideralion 
du  fervice  qu'il  vepjo't  de  leur  rendre.  '    . 

Tullus  Hoiiilius  regna  trente  deux  ans,  et  fit  d'autres 
guerres  centre  les  Sabins  et  les  Latins.  C'etoit  un  Prince 
qui  s:\'oit  de  grandes  qualites,  mais  qui  amait  trop  la 
guerre. 

T  R  A  N  S  L  A  T  I  O  N. 

ROmui.us  and  Remus  vvere  twin?,  and  fon^  of  Rhea 
Sylvia,  daughter  of  Numitor  King  of  Alba.  Rhea 
Sylvia  was,  by  her  Uncle  Amulius,  fhut  up  among  th« 
•Veftals,  and  conftrained  by  him  to  become  one  of  their 
number,  10  prevent  her  having  any  children  :  for  ti»e  Vef- 
tals  vvere  obliged  to  inviolable  chaflity.  She,  neverihe- 
lefs,  proved  with  child,  and  pretended  fhe  had  been  forced 
by  the  God  Mars.  When  ftie  was  delivered  of  Romulus 
and  Remus,"  Amuliiu  ccmroanded  the  infants  to  be  thrown 
into  the  Tiber.  71. ey  were  in  fad  brought  tj  the  River, 
and  expcfed  in  their  cradle  ;  but  the  water  re'iring,  ic  re- 
mained on  the  dry  ground.  A  fte -wolf  coming  there  to 
drink,  fuckled  them,  cill  they  vvere  taken  hoaie  by  Fauf- 
tulus,  a  fhepHerd,  who  educated  them  as  his  own.  When 
they  were  grown  up,  they  afTociafed  with  a  number  of  La- 
tins,  A'bans,  and  fhepherds,  and  foun(kd^J^-onT^e.  Romu- 
lous,  defirous  of  reigning  alone,  klll.ej^^^'^ brother  Remus, 
and  vvas  declare'^  King  bv  his  follov,'®.'  On  his  advance- 
ment  to  the  throncxhc  divided  the  people  into  ihreeTribes.- 
and  thirty  Curia  ;  into  Pairhiens,  Phbekins-,  Senate,  Pa- 
trons, Clienrs,  and  Knlghu^.  The  Patricians  were  the  m(  ft 
cor-fiderablc  of  ail.  Tfce:GOmmon  people  were  called  Ple-^ 
beiars.  The  Patrons  were  of  the  n  oft  reputable  fort  ;  and 
prote(5l:cd  a  certe'.in  number  of  the  lower  clafs,  v^ho  went 
under    the    dfcnominaiicn    of  iheir  Clients.     The  Senate 

cor.  filled 
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©onfifted  of  one  hundred  perfons,  chofen  from  among  the 
Patricians  ;  and  the  Knights  were  a  fele£t  body  of  three 
hundred  horfemen,  who  ferved  z%  Life-guards  to  Romulus, 
to  whom  he  gave  the  name  of  Celeres. 

But  Romulus,  not  fatisfied  with  thgfe  regulations,  in- 
ftituted  a  form,  of  religious  worfhip,  eftablifhing  the  y/a- 
Tu/pices  and  Augurs.  Thefe^were  Priefts  :  and  the  bu- 
iinefs  of  the  former,  was  to  infpedt  the  entrails  of  the 
viftim  offered  in  facrifice  ;  that  of  the  latter,  to  obferve 
the  flying,  chattering,  or  iinging  of  birds,  declaring 
whether  the  omens  were  favourable  or  nor,  before  the  un- 
dertaking of  any  enterptize. 

Romulus,  with  a  view  of  attrafting  people  to  his  new 
city,  declared  it  an  afylum,  or  fanftuary,  for  all  who  were 
willing  to  eftablilh  their  abode  in  it.  This,  expedient 
brought  an  infinite  number  of  people,  who  flocked  to-him 
from  the  neighbouring  towns  and  country.  An  Af)'lum<» 
fignifies  a  place  of  fafety  and  protedlion,  for  all  fuch  as 
are  loaded  with  tiebts,  or  who  have  been  guiky. of  crimes, 
and  ?iy  from  ju-ft ice.  In  Catholic  countries,  their  church- 
es are,  at  this  very  time,  Afylums  for  ail  forts  of  criminals, 
who  take  fhelter  in  them. 

But  Rome,  at  this  time,  had  few  or  no  women  5  to 
remedy  which  want,  Romulus  fent  propofals  of  marriag© 
to  his  neighbou'6  the  Sabines  ;  who  rcjcded  them  with 
difdain  :  whereupon  Romulus  publifhed  throughout  all  the 
country,  that,  on  a  certain  day,  he  intended  to  celebrate 
the  fefiival  of  the  God  Con/us*,  and  invited  the,  neigh- 
bouring cities  to  affid  at  ii.  There  was .^  great  concourfe 
from  all  pans,  on  that  'occafion,  particularly  of  the  Sa- 
bines  ;  when,  on  a  fudden,  the  Romans,  at  a  (ignal  gi- 
ver, feized,  fword  in  hand,  all  the  young  women  they 
could  meet  ;  and  afterwards  married  them.  This  remark- 
ab'e  event  is  called,  T.he  rape  of  the  Sabines.  Enraged 
at  this  c^Ffont  and  injadice,  the  Sabines  declared  war  a«N 
gairjil  the  Romans  ?  which  was  pa:  t^n  end  -o,  and  peace 
'  CO  -^cliidei,  bv  the  mediation  pfahe  Sabine  women  iivin»" 
nt  Rome.  A  fiiitfl  union  was  mar-e^between  the  Romans 
fcnd  Sabines,  who  bec'^me  (sna  and  the  fame  people  ;  and 
Ta.-iusr Kins;  of  tli:^  Sibine?,  reigned  joinily  wirh  Romu- 
lus i   batdyirsg  fuoa  a,^;e-,    R  >injl.is  reigned  agsln  alone, 

Piay 
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Vrzy  obfervc,  that  the  rape  of  the  Sabines.wts  more  aa 
advantageous  than  a  juft  meafurc  :  yet  the  utility  of  it 
Ihould  not  warrant  its  injullice  ;  for  we  ought  to  endure 
every  misfortune,  even  death,  rather  than  he  guilty  of  an 
injuftice  ;  and  indeed  this  is  the  only  one  that  can  be  im- 
puted to  the  Romans,  for  many  fucceeding  ages  ;  aa  Age, 
or  Century,  means  one  hundred  years. 

Rome's  growing  power  foon  raifed  jealoufy  ia  her  neigh- 
bours ;  fo  that  Romulus  was  obliged  to  engage  in  feveral 
wars,  from  which  he  always  came  off  vidtorious  ;  but  as 
he  began  to  behave  hiitifelf  tyrannically  at  home,  and  at- 
tacked the  privileges  ©f  the  Senate,  with  a  view  of  reign- 
ing with  more  defpotifm,  he  fuddenly  difappear^d.  The 
truth  is,  the  Senators  killed  him :  but,  as  they  apprehend- 
ed the  indignation  of  the  people,  Proculus  Julius,  a  Sena- 
tor of  great  repute,  protefted  before  the  people,  that  Ro^ 
mulus  had  appeared  to  him  as  a  God  ;  afTuring  him,  that 
he  had  been  taken  up  to  Heaven,  and  placed  among  the 
Deities  :  and  defired  that  the  Romans  would  worftiip  him, 
under  the  name  of  ^irinus  ;  which  they  accordingly  did,^ 

Take  notice,  that  the  Roman  government,  under  Ro- 
mulus, was  a  mixed  and  fre^  government  ;  and  the  King 
fo  far  from  being  afbfoluiej^^  that  the  power  was  divided  be- 
tiveen  him,  the  Senate,  and  the  people  ;  much  the  fame 
as  it  is  between  our  Kiog,  the  KcMife  of  Lords,  an^ 
Houic  of  Commons  ;  fo  that  Romulus,  attempting  fo  hor- 
?rble  a  piece  of  injuftice  as  to  violate  the  privileges  of  the 
Senate  and  the  liberties  of  the  People,  was  defervedly 
punifhed,  as  all  tyrants  ought  to  be.  Every  man  has  a 
natural  right  to  his  liberty  ;  and  whoever  endeavoiirs^  t» 
raviih^it  from  him,  deferves  death  more  than  the  rcbbef 
who  attacks  us  for  our  money  on  the  highway. 

Romulus  direded  the  greateft  part  of  his  laws  and  re- 
gulations to  war  ;  and  formed  them  with  the  view  of  ren-\ 
dering  his  fubjeds  a  warlike  people,  as  indeed  ihey  were, 
above  all  others.  Yet  it  lik^wife  prt)Ved  fortunate  for 
Rome,  that  his  fuccefTor,  Numa  PompiHos  was  a  Prince 
of  a  pacific  difpofition,  who  applied  himfelf  to  the  eila-** 
bliftiing  good  order  in  the  city,  and  enafting  laws  for  the 
encGuragcmentof  virtue  and  religion. 

After  the  death  of  Romulus,  there  was  a  yeaf's  Inttf' 
FigKum^     Ai  ifMrrtin-^m  is  the  iru^i  val  between  the  oea'l* 

of 
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bf  one  King  and  the  eleftion  of  another,  which  can  hap- 
pen only  in  eledive  kingdoms  ;  for.  in  hereditary  mor.ai- 
«hie3,  the  moment  a  King  dies,  his  Ton,  or  his  neareit  re- 
lation^ immediately  afcends  the  throre. 

During  the  above  Interregnum,  the  Senators  alternately 
executed  the  fundions  of  a  Sovereign  j  but  the  people 
fooa  became  tired  of  that  fort  of  government,  and  de- 
manded a  King.  The  choice  wa^  difficult  ;  £s  the  Sa- 
bines  on  one  fide,  and  the  Romans  on  the  other,  were  re- 
iirous  of  a  King's  being  chofen  from  among  iheoifelveo. 
However,  there  happened,  at  that  time,  to  live  in  the  jit- 
tle  town  of  Cares,  not  far  from  Rome,  a  man  in  great  re- 
putation for  his  probity  and  juftice,  called  Numa  Pcmpiliusr 
who  led  a  retired  life,  enjoying  the  fweets  of  repofe  in  a 
country  folitude.  It  was  unanimoufly  agreed  tochufe  him 
King  ;  and  ambaffadors  were  difpatched  to  notify  to  hint 
his  eiedlion  :  but  he,  far  from  being  dazz'ed  by  fo  fucden 
and  unexpefted  an  elevation,  refufed  the  ofF^r,  and  couid 
fcarce  be  prevailed  on  to  accept  it,  by  the  repeated  intrea- 
ties  of  the  Romans  an  i  of  his  neareft  relations  ;  proving 
kimfelf  the  nvore  worthy  of  that  high  dignity,  as  he  the 
lefs  fought  it.  Remark  from  that  example  of  Numa  Pom= 
pilius.  How  virtue  forces  her  way  and  ihints  through  the 
obfcurity  of  a  retired  life  ',  and  that  fooner  or  later  it  is 
ways  rewarded. 

Numa,  being  now  fea'ted  on  the  throne,  applied  himfelf 
to  foften  the  manners  of  the  Romans,  and  to  infpire  them 
with  a  love  of  peace,  by  exerciiing  them  in  religious  du-  , 
ties.  He  built  a  temple  in  honour  of  the  God  Jsnus, 
which  was  to  be  a  public  mark  of  war  and  peace,  by 
keeping  it  open  in  time  of  war,  and  fiiut  in  time  of  peace. 
It  remaisied  clofed  during  his  whole  ionc;  rei^n  ;  but  from 
that  time,  down  to  the  reipn  of  AugcRus  CKfar.  it  wij.? 
fhut  but  twice  ;  once  at  the  end  of  the  Hdi  pj'~'  ^  -  ^  ; 
and  the  fecond  time,  in  the  reign  of  Augnftus,  ai.c-r  h^ 
fight  of  x^ctium,  where  he  varqaiQied  Marc  Anthony'; 
The  God  Janus  i-:  alway  reprefen.ed  wich  cv.o  faces,  une 
Jocking  on  the  time  psit,  and  the  o:hcr  en  ih:-  .'o^u-e  ^ 
far  which  r=    '  '  :  often  find  him,  in  tl;   l.-\:'v:i  P-^- 

e>s,  oalleti    ,  -     T^o-fronted  Ja-nin.      d-ir:^.--?- 

turn  to  Nuiiia    ,    be  ^;r:.:    nc^d     eo    h  ■  ve    (f^ati  c^^ni-- renews 
vi'n  i^e  Nymph  E.;;er:s,  \t)<-  he-^er  tu    pr::pa!e  .at:    aeop  a 

''>^^    [/■"■'  ]  ■  (who 
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(who  are  ever  fond  of  what  is  marvellous)  to  receive  hit 
laws  a53d  ordinances  as  diviae  infpirations.  la  (hort,  he 
infpired  his  fubjefls  with  the  love  of  inftuftry,  frugality, 
and  even  of  poverty.  He  died,  imiverfally  regretted  by 
his  peapk,  after  a  reign  of  forty-^ee  years. 

VVe  may  venture  to  fay,  that  llome  was  indebted  for  all 
lisr  grandeur  to  thefc  two  Kings, Romulus  and  Numa,  who 
laid  the  foundations  of  it.  Romulus  took  pains  to  form 
the  Romans  to  war  ;  Numa  to  peace  and  juftice.  Had  it 
not  been  for  Numa,  ihey  would  have  continued  fierce  and 
uncivilized  ;  had  it  not  been  for  Romalus,  they  would 
perhaps  have  fallen  into  indolence  and  obfcurity  :  but  it 
was  the  happy  union  of  religious,  civil,  and  military  vir- 
tues, that  rendered  tbem  mailers  of  the   world. 

Tullus  Hoililiu3  was  eie£ltd  King,  immediately  after 
the  death  of  Numa  P*ompiliu3. 

This  Prince  h^d  as  great  talents  for  war  as  his  piedecef- 
for  had  for  peace,  and  he  fjon  foand  an  opportunity  tQ 
exercife  them  ;  for  the  city  of  Alba,  already  jealous  of  th^ 
power  of  Rome,  fought  a  pretext  of  coming  to  a  rupture 
with  her.  War,  in  faS",  was  declared  on  both  iides  ;  and 
'  the  two  armies  were  ready  to  engage,  when  an  Alban 
propofed,  in  order  to  fpare  fo  great  an  efFufion  of  blood, 
tliat  a  certain  pumber  of  warriors  Ihould  be  chofen  out  of 
each-army,  on  Whofe  vidory  the  fortune  of  both  nations 
ihould  depend. 

TuIItss  Hoftilius  accepted  the  propofal  ;  and  there  hap- 
pening to  b*,  in  the  Aibah  army,  three  brothers,  called 
^Curiacii  ;  and  ia  tlie  Eoraan  army  three  brothers',  called 
Horaiii  f  who  were  all  much  of  the  fame  age  and  itrength  j 
they  were  pitched  upon  for  the  jzhampions,  and  joyfully 
accepted'  a  choice  which  receded  fo  i^uch  honour  ch 
them-  Then,  advancing  in  prefence  of  both  armitfj  tlie 
^gnal  for  combiat  wa«  given.  Two  of  the  Horatii  were 
foon  killed  by  the  Curiacii,  who  were  ihsmfelvcs  ail  three 
wounde^d.  The  third  of  the  H^oratii  remained  yet  unhurt  j- 
but,  not  capable  of  e.ncouDtering  the  three  CiVriarii  aJi  to- 
gether, what  he  Wanted  in  ftrength,  he  fapplied  by  ftra^a- 
geai.  He  pretended  to  run  away  ;  £nd  having  gamed 
fonie  ground,  looked  back,, and  faw  the  threeCuriatii  par- 
filing  him,  at  fume  diilance   from    each    other,    haii-iung 
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with  as- much  fpeed  as  their  wounds  permuted  th«m  ;  he 
then  returning,  killed  all  three,  one  after  another. 

The  Romans  received  him  joyfully  in  thetr  camp  :  but 
his  lifter,  who  was  pro  mi  fed  in  marriage  to  one  of  theCa- 
rlatti,  meeting  him,  poured  forth  a  deluge  of-  tears,  re- 
proaching him  with  the  death  of  her  lover  ;  whereupon 
the  young  conqueror,  tranfporced  with  rage,  plunged  his 
fword  into  her  bofoniv  Juftice  condemned  him  to  death  : 
but  having  appealed  to  the  People,  he  received  his  pardon, 
in*|'confid«ration  of  the  fervice  he  had  rendered  to  his 
country. 

Tuilus  Hodilius  reigned  thirty-two  years,  ard  condu^lit 
ed  oiher  wars  againft  the  Sabines  and  Latins.  He  was  a 
Prince  poiTeired  cf  great  qualities,  but  too  much  add i "Sled 
Co  war. 


LETTER      XVr. 

Monday. 
DEAR  BOY,  - 

Send  you  here  inclofed  your  hil^orical  exercife  for  this 
week  ;.  ztid  thank  you  for  correding  fome  faults  I  hzd 
been  guilty  of  in  former  papers.  I  Ihall  be  very  glad  to 
be  taught  by  you  ;  and,  I  afiTure  you,  I  would  rather  have 
you  able  to  iDftruft  me,  than  any  other  body  in  the  world. 
I  was  very  well  pieafed  with  your  obj<"£lion  to  my  eal-iog 
jhe  bro'Kers  that  fought  for  the  Romans  and  the  Albans, 
the  Horatii  and  the  Curiatii  ;  for  which  I  can  give  you  nm 
better  rcafon  than  ufsge  and  cuftom  which  deterniine  ail 
languages.  As  to  ancient  proper  nimes,  there  is  no  fet- 
tled rule,  and  we  muil  be  guided  by  cuftom.  For  exam- 
ple, we  fay  Ovid  and  Virgil  :  and  no:  Ovid  us  and  Vi"-^ 
gilius",  as  they  are  in  Latin  :  but  then  we  fay  Au|;;ufti:s 
C^far,  as  in  the  Latin;  and  not  Augnft  Csefar,  whica 
WQijld  be  the  true  Englifh.  We  fay  S.cipio  Afrjcanus,  as 
in  Latin  ;  ard  not  Scipio  the  African.  We  {a\  Tacitus, 
and  not  Tacit  So  that,  in  fnorr,  cuftom  is  the  only  xw.q 
to  be  cbferved  in  this  cafe.  But,  wherever  cuftorri  <;nd 
ufage  wiil  ailcv^  it,  I  would  ra!"her  chufe  not  to  aj;er  :\'-a 
ancient  praper  nsmes.  They  hsve  more  cii^nity,  I  thirk 
in  their  own,  than  in  our  language.     The  French   ^change 

IJiOit. 


42  LORD  GHESTERFIELD's, 

moft  of  the  ancient  proper  names,  aad  give  them  a  Fiench 
termination  or  ending,  which  fometimes  {ovnds  even  ridi- 
culous :  as,  for  inftance,  they  call  the  Emperor  Titus, 
Tiu  ;  and  the  j^iftorian  Titus  Livius,  whom  we  common- 
ly cal!  in  Engliih,  Livy,  they  call  Tife  Li've,  I  am  very 
glad  you  .ftarted  this  objeftion  ;  for  the  only  way  to  get 
knowledge  is  to  enquire  and  objca.  Pray  remember  to 
slk  quefiions,  and  to  make  your  objedlion^,  whenever  you 
do  not  underiland  or  have  any  doubts  about  any  thing. 


LETTER      XVir. 

B  Ten  TOT  apres  la  mort  de  Tullas  Hoftjlius/  le  peuple 
choifit  pour  Roi  Ancus  Marcius,  petit  fils  de  Numa. 
II  reiablit  d'abord  le  culte  divin,  qui  avoit  e  e  un  peu  negr 
lige  pendant  le  regne  guerrier  de  Tullus  HoftiJius.  II 
efT^i'a  quelques  guerres  ma'gre  lui,  et  y  remporta  toujour* 
Tavantage.  i\  aggrandit  la  Vilie  de  Rome,  et  mcurut 
apres  avoir  regne  vingt  quatre  ans.  II  ne  le  ceda  en  me- 
rite,  foil  pour  la  guerre,  foit  pour  la  paix,  a  aucun  de  fes 
predeceirears. 

Un  certain  Lucumon,  Grec  de  r-aifTance,  qui  s'etoit 
eabii  a  Pvome  ibas  le  regne  d' Ancus  Marcius.  fut  elu  Roi 
a  (i  place,  et  prit  le  i\om  de  Tarquin.  II  crea  centnou- 
veaax  Senateurs  ;  et  foutint  plufieures  guerres,  contre  les 
peuplcs  voifms,  dont  il  fortit  tovijours  avec  avantage.  11 
aLigtT,en:a,  enihellir,  et  fortiiiav  la  viJle.  II  fit  dts  Aque- 
ducs  et  des  Egoufs.  II  batit  auffi  le  Cirq«e,  et  jetta  les 
fondemen*;  dyx  Cspir.ole  :  le  Girqiic  etoit  uh  lieu  celebre  h. 
B-cme.  cu  Ton  faiibit  les  courfes  oe  chariots. 

Tarquin  avoit  deftme  pour  Ton  fucceffeur  Servius  Tulli- 
t"--,  qui  avoit  ee  prifonnier  de  guerre  et  par  confequent 
tsci-ve  ;  ce  qvje  les  fiis  d' Ancus  Marcius,  qui  etoient  a 
c-^rre  heur'^  devenas  grands,  a'lant  trouve  mauvais,"  ils  firent 
£fr  {finer  Tarquin,  qui  avoit  legne  trente  huit  ans.  L'att 
tiniPretJe  crime  des,fi'^  d'Ancus  Marcius  leur  furent 
ina  lies  ;  car  Servius  Tullius  fut  declare  Roi  par  le  peuple, 
'i?x>'-  rem&nt^er  le  confentemenl-  du  Senat.  II  loutint  plu- 
Ijt-ar.'  guerres,  qu'il  termina  hereufement.  II  partagea  Is 
pttplt;  en  dix  neuf  Tribus  ;  il  eiablii  ie  Cent,  ou  le  de- 
pombrement    du   peuple  j  et   il   ktfoduifit    la    ccuiumr^ 

d'aiiVanchir    . 
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d'affranchir  les  cfclaves.  Servius  fongeoit  abdi^uer  la 
coaronr  e,  et  a  e:  blir  a  Rome  une  darfaire  Republique, 
quand  il  fuc  affiffi  e  par  Ton  gendre  Tarquin  le  Superbe. 
II  regna  quarante  quarre  ans  ;  et  fut,  fans  contredit,  le 
meilleur  de  tou?  les  Rois  de  Rome. 

Tarqain  e  ant  monte  fur  le  tfone, Tans  que  ni  lePeupIe, 
ni  le  Scnat,  lui  eufT  nt  confere  la  Roi'aute  ;  la  conduite 
qu'il  y  garda  tepondit  a  de  tels  coramencemens,  ct  lui  fit 
dorner  le  furnom  de  Superbe  II  renverfa  les  Tages  eta- 
bliiTemens  des  Rris  izs  predeceffeurs,  foula  aux  pieds  les 
droits  du  people,  et  gouvema  en  Prince  arbitiaire  et  qz£- 
potique.  11  batit  un  temple  magnifique  a  Jupifer,  qui  fut 
appelle  le  Capitole,  a  caufe  qu'en  creufant  les  fondemens, 
on  y  avoit  trouve  la  icte  d'un  homme,  qui  s-appelle  en 
Latin  Caput  :  le  Capitole  eioit  le  badment  ie  plus  ceiebre 
de  Rome. 

La  tyrannic  de  Tarquin  etoit  deja  devenue  odi'eofc  ct 
infupporiable  aux  Remains,  quand  I'adion  de  fons  fi!s 
Sextus  leur  fournit  une  occafion  se  s'en  airranchir.  Sextos 
etant  devenii  amoureux  de  Lucrece  femme  de  Collatin, 
et  celle  ci  ne  voulanc  pas  conferitir  a  fes  deiirs,  il  la  for9a. 
pile  decouvrit  le  tout  a  Ton  mari  et  a  Brutus  ;  et  apres 
leur  avoir  fait  prome'tre  de  venger  raifr-nt  qn'on  I«8 
avoit  fait,  elle  fe  poignarda*  La  defTus  ils  fouleve  ent  le 
peuple,  et  Tarquin  avec  toute  fa  famille  fu|:  banni  de 
Rome,  par  un  decret  folemne),  apres  y  avoir  regne  vingt 
cinq  ans.  Telle  eft  la  fin  qye  meritenc  tous  les  tyrans,  et 
tous  ceux  qui  ne  fe  fervent  du  pouvoir  que  le  fort  ieur  a 
donr.e,  que  pour  faire  du  mal,  et  opprimer  le  genre  humain,\ 

Du  terns  de  Tarquin,  les  livres  des  Svbilies  \furent  ap- 
portes  a  Rome,  conferves  toujours  apres  avec  un  grand 
ibin,  et  confultes  CQmme  dt  s  oracles. 

Tarquin  chaffe  de  Rome,  fit  plufieurs  tentatives  pour  y 
rentrer,  et  caufa  quelques  guenes  aux  Remains,  il  en- 
gages. Porfenna,  Roi  ri'Hecrurie,  a  appui'er  fes  iBte-ets,  et 
a  faire  !a  guerre  aux  Remains  pour  le  recablir.  Pcrfenna 
raarcha  done  centre  les  Rosrrains  ;  defit  leur  armee  ;  et 
auroit  pris  R^^me  nieme,  sTl  n'eut  ete  arrete  par  la  vaieur 
d'Horatius  Cocoes,  qui  defendit  feul,  centre  toute  Parmec 
un  pont,  par  cu  il  failoit  paffer.  Porfenna  intimide  par 
les  prodiges  de  valsur  et  de  courage  qu'i!  voioit  faire  tous 
les  jours  aux  Romains,  jugea  a  propcs  de  conclure  la  piiix 
aysc  eux,  et  de  fe  retirer.  lis 
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lis  curcnt  plufieurs  autres  guerres  avec  lears  voifms, 
dont  je  ne  feral  point  mention,  ne  voulant  m'arreter 
qa^aux  evenemens  ies  plus  importans.  En  void  un  qui 
arriva  bientot,  feize  ans  apres  i'etablifTemcnt  des  Confuls. 
liff  peuple  etoit  extremement  endette,  et  refufa  de  s'enrol- 
ler  pour  la  guerre,  a  moins  que  fes  dettes  ne  fuflent  abolics, 
L  occafion  etoit  preflTaote,  e:  la  diffictrlte  grande  :  mais  ie 
Senat  s'avifa  d'un  expedient  pour  y  remedicr  ;  ce  fut  de 
creer  un  Didatear,  qui  auroit  un  pouyoir  abfolu,  et  au 
deflus  detoutes  Ies  loix,  mais  qui  ne  dureroit  que  pour  un 
pcu  de  terns  feulerr.ent.  Titus  LargJus,  qui  fut  nomme  a 
cette  dignife,  appaifa  ie  defordre,  re'ablit  la  tranqulliire, 
ct  puis  fe  demit  de  fa  charge. 

On  eut  fouvent,  dans  la  fuite,  recours    a    cet   expedient - 
d'un  Didatcur.  dans  Ies  grandes  occafions  ;    et  il  eft  a  re- 
inarquer,  que  quoique  cette  charge  fut  revetue    d'un    pou» 
voir  abfolu  et  dcfpotique,  pas  un  feul  Diftateur  n*en  abufa, 
pour  plus  de  cent  ans, 

TRANSLATION. 

SOON  after  the  death  of  Julius  Hoflilius,  the  people 
placed  upon  the  throne  Ancus  Marcius,  grandfyn  to 
Nuina  Pompiiius.  His  firft  cere  was  to  re-elUblifh  di- 
vine worHiip,  which  had  been  fomeWhat  regle^ed  during 
the  warlike  re*.gn  of  his  predecelTor.  iie  engaged  in  fome 
wars,  sgainil  his  will  ;  and  always  came  off  with  advan- 
,tage.  He  enlarged  the  city  ;  and  died  after  3.'  reign  of 
twenty  four  years  :  a  Prince  not  inferior,  whether  in  peac^ 
or  war,  to  any  of  his  predeceiTors. 

One  Lucumon,  a  Greek  by  birth,  who  had  eflablifhe^ 
himfelf  at  Rome  in  the  reign  of  Ancus  Marciu?,  wa^  cho- 
feo  King  in  his  place,  and  took  the  name  of  Tarquin. 
He  added  a  Ivundred  S?natcrs  to  the  former  number  ;  ear- 
ned en,  with  fuccefs,  feveral  wars  againtt  the  neighbour- 
ing States  :  snd  enlarged,  beautified,  and  fliengthened, 
the  city.  He  made  the  Aqueduds  and  Common  Sew- 
ers, built  the  Circus,  and  IsiQ  the  foundation  of  the  Capi- 
tol  :  the  Circus  wa.«  a  celebrated -place  at  Rome,  fet  apart 
for  chiriot- races  and  other  games.  * 

Tarquin  h^d  deftined  far  his  fucccfibr  Servius  Tuilius  ; 
on?  wha,  having  been  taken  prifoner   of  v/ar,    was  confe- 

qaently 
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quently  a  Have  ;  which  the  fons  of  Ancus  M*rclus,  now 
grown  up,  highly  refenting,  caufed  Tafquin  to  be  affafE- 
nated,  in  the  thirtyrcighth  year  of  his  reign:  but  that 
criminal  deed  of  the  fons  of  Ancus  Marcius  was  attended 
with  no  fuccefs  ;  fcr  the  people  eledled  Scrvius  TolHun 
King,  without  afking  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  This 
Prince  was  engaged  in  various  wars,  which  he  happljy 
concluded.  He  divided  the  people  into  nineteen  Tribes  5 
eftablifhed  the  Cen/usj  or  general  furvey  of  the  citizens  ; 
and  introduced  the  cuftom  of  givipg  liberty  to  flaves,  cal- 
led otherwil^  manumi(/t9n,  Servius  intended  to  ahdicate 
the  crown,  and  form  a  perfeifl  republic  atRbme  ;  when  he 
was  afrnflinaied  by  his  fon-in-Iaw,  Tarquin  the  Proud. 
He  reigned  forty-four  years  ;  and  was,  without  diipute, 
the  beft  of  all  the  Kings  of  Rome, 

Tarquin  having  afcended  the  throne,  invited  to  royalty 
neither  by  the  people  nor  Senate,  his  condutlvvas  fuitable 
to  fuch  ^  beginning,  and  caufed  him  to  be  furnamed  the 
Proud.  He  overturned  the  wife  eftablilhmcnts  of  the 
Kings  his  predecefTors,  trampled  upon  the  rights  of  the 
people,  and  governed  as  an  arbitrary  and  defpotlc  Piince, 
He  built  a  magnificent  temple  10  Jupiter^  called  the  Ca- 
pitol, becaufe,  in  digging  its  foundation,  the  head  of  a 
man  had  been  found  there,  which  in  Ladn  is  called  Caput  i 
the  Capitol  was  the  moll  celebrated  edifice  in  Rome. 

The  tyranny  of  Tarquin  was  already  become  odious 
and  infapportable  to  the  Romans  ;  when  an  atrocious  aft 
of  his  fon  Sextus  admin iftered  to  them  an  opportunity  of 
averting  their  liberty.  This  Sextus,  falling  in  love  with 
Lucretia,  wife  to  Collatirus,  who  would  notconfent  to  his 
defires,  raviihed  her.  The  Lady  difcoveied  the  whole 
matter  to  her  hufband,  and  to  Brutus  ;  and  then  flabbed 
herfelf,  having  firft  made  th^m  proraif©  to  revenge  the 
outrage  done  to  her  honour.  Whereupon  they  ra'^fed  the 
people  ;  and  Taiqaln,  with  all  his  family, vya^-  expelled  by 
a  folemn  decree,,  after  havlr.g  reigned  twesity -five  years. 
Such  is  the  face  chat  tyr-int^  deferve,  and  ail  rhoie  who,  in 
doing  evil,  and  oppreiTing' mankind,  abuie  that  power 
which  Providence  has  given  them, 

"  In  the  reign  of  Tarquin,  the  books  o^  the  Sybils  were 
b-cughi!  to  P;omej    anc:  ever  afe.'^  p'eierved  and  conkihed 

Tarquin, 
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Tarqu!n«  after  his  expulfion,  made  feveral  attempts  t« 
rein fta,te  htm felf,  and  raifed  fome  wars  againft  the  Ro- 
mans.. He  engaged  Porfenna,  King  of  Hciruria,  to  ef- 
poufe  his  intereft,  an u  make  war.  upon  them,  in  order  to 
his  reftoraion.  Porfenna  marched  againft  the  Romans  ; 
defeated  their  forces  ;  and  moft  probably  would  have 
taken  the  city,  had  it  not  been  for  the  extraordinary 
courage  of  Horatius  Codes,  who  alcne  defended  the  paft 
of  a  bridge  againft  the  whole  Tufcan  army.  Pcifenna, 
ftruck  with  admiration  and  awe  of  fo  many  prodigies  of 
valour  as  he  remarked  cvety  day  in  the  Romans,  thought 
proper  to  make  peace  with  them,  and  draw  cfF  his  army. 

They  had  many  other  wars  with  their  neighbours,  which 
I  omit  mentioning,  as  my  purpofe  is  to  dwell  only  upon 
the  rooft  important  events.  Such  is  the  following  one, 
which  happened  about  fixteen  years  after  the  eftablifhlng 
of  Confuls.  7'he  people  were  loaded  with  debts  ;  and 
refufed  to  enlift  themfelves  in  military  fervice,  unlefs 
thofe  debts  were  Cancelled.  This  was  a  very  preffing  and 
critical  juncture  :  but  the  fenate"  found  an  otpedient  } 
which  was,  to  create  a  Diftator,  with  a  power  fo  abfolute  * 
as  to  be  above  all  law  ;  which,  however,  was  •to  laft  but 
a  Ihort  time.  Tims  Largius  was  the  perfonage  named  for 
the  purpofe  ;  who  having  appeafed  the  tumult  and  re- 
ilored  tranquility,  laid  down  his  employment. 

The  Romans  had  often,  in  fucceeding  times,  and  on 
preffing  occafions,  recourfe  to  this  expedient.  It  is  re- 
inarkc.ble,~that,  though  that  office  was  inveiled  with  an 
abfblute  ard  defpotic  power,  not  one  Didlator  abufed  it, 
for  upwards  of  a  hundred  vears. 

^:       '  -       - 

LETTER      XVriL 

NOUS  voici    parvenus    a    une    ioiportante  epoque-  c'e 
rHiftoire  R-omaiiie  ;  c'tit  a  dire,  a    retabiiifement 
d'un  gouveinement  libre. 

Les  Rcis  et  la  R  i'aute  e^anfbannis  de  Rome,  on  lefoliit 
de  cr^er  a  la  place  d'un  Roi,  deux  Confuls,  dorit  Paurori  e 
ne  feroit  qu'.nnuelle,  c'eit  a  dire,  qu'elle  ne  durerolt 
qu'un  an.  On  Iriida  au  pcupie  le  droit  d'eiire  les  Confuls  ; 
mais  W  ne  pouvoit  les  choifif    q^ie   ]^.MjX\\   les    Fiiitriciens, 

c'eit 
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c*eft  ^  dire  les  gens  de  c^ualite.  Les  deux  Confuls  avolent 
Ic  meme  pouvoir  qu'avoient  aupiravant  Jes  Roig  ;  mais 
avec  cette  difference  eflentielle,  qu'ils  n'avoient  ce  pouvoir 
que  pour  un  an,  et  qu'a  la  fift  de  ce  tefme  ils  en  devoient 
rendre  compte  au  peuple  :  nn/ien  afiuie  d*en  prevenif 
i*-abus.  lis  etoient  appelles  Canfuls,  du  verbe  Laiin  con/u- 
igfe,  qai  ftgnifie  Confeiller,  comme  qui  dir&ity  les  Con- 
feillers  de  la  Rilpublique.      * 

Les  deux  premiers  Gonfuls  qu'on  e'ut  furent  Li  Junius 
BrutuSj  et  L  Collatinus  le  mari  de  L  crece.  Les  Con- 
fuls  avoient  les  rn^nes  marques  de  digoue  que  les  Rois, 
excepte  la  couronneet  le  fceptre.  Mais  ils  avoient  la  rcbe 
de  pourpre,  et  la  Cbaire^  C«^«/f,  qui  etoit  uhe  Chaife 
d'ivoire  fur  des  roues.  Les  Confuls,  le  Senat,  et  le  Peuplej, 
firent  tous  ferment,  de  ne  pas  rappeller  Tarqain,  et  de  ne 
jamais  foufffir  de  Roi  a  Rome.  , 

Remarquez  bien  la  forme  du  gouverhement  de  Rcme» 
L*aotorite  etoit  partagee  entre  les  Confuls,  le  Senat,  et 
le  PcupIe  ;  chacun  avoit  fes  droits  :  ti  ddpuis  ce  fage 
^tabliflement,  Rome  s'eleva,  par  un  progres  rapide,  k 
une  perfedion  et  une  excellence  qu'on  a  peine  a  concevoir. 

Souvenez  vous  que  le  gouvernment  monarchique  avoit. 
dure  deux  cents  quarante  quatre  ans. 

TRANSLATION. 

WE  are  now  come  to  an  important  epccba  of  the  ko- 
man  Hiflory  ;  I  mean,  the   eftablidiment  of  a  ^re^ 
government. 

Royalty  being  banifhed  Rome  it  was  refolved  to  crcatt, 
iieftead  of  a  King,  two  Gonfuls,  whofe  authority  fliou'd 
be  annual,  or,  in -other  words,  was  to  lall  no  longer  that! 
one" year.  The  right  of  electing  the  Gonluls  was  \th  to 
the  people  i  but  thdy  could  chufe  them  only  from  amcng 
the  Partricians  ;  that  is,  from  among  men  of  the  Hril  rank. 
The  two  Corifuls  were  jointly  invefled  wich  the  fame  pow- 
er the  Ki-ngs  had  before  5  with  this  eisefttial  difFi-ience.. 
that  their  power  ended  with  the  year  ;  and  at  tht  exp?. 
jation  of  that  terra,  ^hey  were  obligsd  to  give  an  accou-n' 
of  their  regency  to  the  pedple  5  si  fure  means  to  prevc.-nL' 
the  abufe  of  it.  They  v/ere  called  Confuls,  from  the  I  :^ri:; 
verb  confuUre,  to  couniel  5  which  intimated  th?  "  '■cSpc^ 
Counfellors  to  the  Republic. 
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The  firft  Confuls  elefted  were  L.  Junius  Brutus,  and 
P-  Collaiinus,  Lucretia's  hulband.  The  Confuls  held  the 
fame  badges  of  dignity  as  the  Kings,  excepting  the  crowa 
find  fceptre.  They  had  the  purple  robe,  and  th€  Gurule 
chair,  bfin»  a  chair  of  ivory  lei  upon  wheels  The  Con- 
fuls, Senate,  and  People,  took  a  folemn  oath,  never  to 
recall  Tarquin,  or  fuffer  a  Kin.g  in  Rome. 

Take  noiice  of  the  forav.ofthe  Roman  government. 
The  power  was  divided  between  the  Confuls,  Senate,  and 
People  ;  each  had  their  rights  and  privileges  :  and,  from 
the  time  of  that  wife  eftablifhment,  Rome  exalted  herfelf, 
with  a  rapid  progrefs.  to  fuch  a  high  point  of  perfcftion 
stnd  excellency,  as  is  fcarce  to  be  conceived. 

Remember,  that  the  monarchical  government  lalled 
«wo  hundred  and  forty-four  years. 


LETTER      XIX. 

CEpendan't   les   Partrlciens   en    agiflbient  afTcz  mal 
avec  le    peuple,  et    abufoient   du    pouvoir  que   leur 
rang  et  leurs  richefTes  leurs  donnoient.     lis  emprifonnoient 
ceux  des    P  ebeiens  qui    leur  devoient  de  I'argent,  et   lei 
chargeoientdechaines    Ccquicaufa  tantde  mecontentment, 
que  le  peuple  quitta  Rome,   et  fe  retira  en  corps  fur  le  Mont 
SacrSi  a  trois  milles^de  Rome.     Une  defertion  fi  gene' ale 
donna    I'allarme    au    Senat    et   aux    Patriciers,  qui    leor 
envoi'erent  des  deputations  pour  les  perfuader  de  'revenir  ; 
mais  inutilement.      A  la  fin  on  choiiit   dixdes    plus  fages 
ct  des  plus  moderes    du    Senat,  qu'on   envoi'a    au  'peuple 
avec  un  plein  pcuvoir.de  cor  dure  la    paix    aux    meilleurs 
conditions    qu'ils    pourroient.       Menenius    Agrippa,     qui 
pcrtoit  la  parole,  termina   fen    difcours  au  peupie    par  un 
apologue  qui  les  frappa  extrenvement.     "  Aucrefois,"  dit 
51,    **  les  membres  du  corps  humain,   indignes  de. C€  qu'ils 
**  travailloient  tous  pour  reflomach,  pendant  que  lui  o'('f 
**  et  pareiTeux,  jouifToit    tranquillemert  des  p'aiHrs,   qu'on 
**  liji  preparcit,  convinrent   de  ne    plus   rien    faire  :  mais 
**  voulant  doropter  ainli  Teflcmach  par  la  famine,  tous  les 
**  membres  et  tout  le  corps   tomberent  dans  une   foibiefTe 
**  et  une   inanition    extreme."     II    comparoit  air.fi,  cette 
diviiion   inttfline  des  pariiea  d«  corps,  avec  la  diviucn  qui 

''  fepaioit 
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feparoit  le  peuple  d'avec  le  Seoat.  Cefte  application  plfit 
tant  au  peuple,  gue  la  paix  fat  conclue  a  certaines  con- 
ditions, dont  la  principale  etoit,  Que  le  ppuple  choifiroit, 
parmi  eux,  cinq  nouveaux  magiftrats,  qui  fuient  appelles 
Tribuns  du  peuple.  Us  etoient  elus  tou5  !es  fins,  et  rien, 
ne  pouvoit  fe  faire  fans  leur  cr nfentemsnt.  "Si  Ton  pro- 
pafoic  qtje'que  loi,  et  que  les  Tribuns  du  peuple  s'y 
oppofaflent.  la  loi  ne  pcuvoit  pafler  :  ils  n'teoient  pas 
meme  obliges  d'alleguer  de  raifon  poor  leuf  oppofiticn  ;  il 
fufiiloit  qu'iis  difent  iimplement,  ^eto,  qui  v*  ui  dire,  Je 
defends.  Rem<*rqaez  bien  cet^e  epoque  inte'-eiTanfe  de 
I'hiiloire  Roiname,  et  ce  changem^nt  confiderab.e  dans  la 
forme  du  gouvemment,  qui  afTur-i  au  peuple,  pendant 
que-ques  Siecles,  leurs  droitjy  et  leurs  privileges,  que  les 
Grands  font  toujours  trop  portes  a  en^ahir  injuftement. 
Ge  changement  arriva  i'an  de  Rcme  2*61  ;  c'etl  a  dire, 
vingt  et  un  anapresle  bannifferaent  des  Rois,  et  reiabiilTe- 
ment  ies  ^cnfuls. 

Outre  les  Tribuns,  le  peuple  obtint  auITi  deux  rouveaux 
Magiftrsts  annuels,  appelles  les  Ei/iies  du  peuple,  qui 
etoient  foumis  aux  Tribuns  du  peuple,  faifqjent  executer 
]cm^5  ordres,  rendoient  la  juftice  fous  eux,  veillo;ent  a 
I'entreden  des  temples  et  des  bacimens  publics,  et  prenoient 
foin  des  vivres.  ^  1         '  ^ 

Remarquez  quels  etoient  les^principaux  Magiflrats  de 
Rome.  -  Premierement  c'etoicnt  les  deux  CoRfuli!,  qii 
ecoient  annuels,  et  qui  avoient  entre  euX  le  pouvoir  ces 
Rois.  Apres  cela,  dans  les  grands  befjins,  on  crea  la 
charge  de  Didlateur,  qui  ne  duroit  ordinrfirement  que  fix 
mois,   mais  qai  e:oit  revecue  d'un  pouvoir  abfoiu. 

Les  Tribuns  "du  Peuple  etoient  des  Msgiflrats  annue'Pj 
qui  veiJloient  aux  inierets  du  peuple,  et  les  pro^egeoicni: 
centre  les  injuilices  de^  Patriciens.  Pcur  les  Ec'iks,  je 
viens  de  decrire  leurs  fonflions. 

Qaelques  annees  apres,  on  crea  encore  6e\iX  nouveaux 
Magiilracs,  qui  s'appeHoient  ies  Ctr./furs.'  lis  eroie^.t 
d''abord  pour  cinq  ans  ;  mais  ils  furent  bie'ntot  rfduici.  a 
un  an  et  demi  I's  avoient  un  tres  grand  poi:v.  ir  :  ^  s 
faifoient  le  2enomb;ernent  du    peup'e  ;  iis   'wr.r^  "  i 

taxes  ;  ils  avDJenc  foin  des.mceurs;  ef.   por,*   : 
du  Sennt,  qzmx  qu'ils  e^T^lugPoient  i;  d?    '.-- 
aufii    degrade!  ies  Chevaliers  Rom:ii   -    ■; 
cheval.  Li; 
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Par  fcff  long  tems  apres,  on  c^ia  encore  deux  autre* 
lioaveaux  Magiftrars,  appelles  les  Preteurs  ;  qui  eroient 
les  principaux  Officic^s  de  la  jullicft,  et  jugeoient  tcus  les 
proces.  Voici  dope  les  grands  Magiftrates  de  la  Re- 
publiijue  Romaine,  felon  Tordre  de  ieur  etabliflement. 

Les  Confuls. 

Le  Didatcur. 

Les  Tribuns  du  Peuple. 

Les  Edifes. 

Les  Cenfeurs. 

Les  Preteurs* 

TRANSLATION. 

THE  Patricians,  however,  treated  the  people  ungene- 
roufly,  and  abufed  the  power  which  their  rank 
anu  i-ichfs  gave  them.  They  threw  into  prifon  fuch  of 
the  Plebeians  as  owed  them  money,  and  loaded  them  with 
irons.  Thefe  harfti  meafures  taufed  fo  great  a  difcoatent, 
that  ;he  people  in  a  body  abandoned  Roiiie  ;  and  retired 
to  a  rifing  ground,  three  miles  diftant  from  the  city,  called 
Mens  $acer.  Such  a  general  defeclion  alarH7ed  the  Senate- 
and  Patricians  ;  who  lent  a  deputation  to  perfuade  them 
to  return,  bus:  to  no  Rurpofe.jgij^t  length  fome  of  the 
wifed  and  mqft  moderate  of  thWRnators  were  fent  on  that 
•bufinefs,  with  full  powers  to  conclude  a  peace  on  the  beft 
condjtions  they  could  obtain*  Agrippa,  who  fpoke  in  be* 
hai^of  the  Senate,  finifhed  his  difcourfe  with  a  ftble, 
which  made  gre-^it  imprruion  on  the  minds  of  the  people. 
'^'  Formtrly,"  faid  he,  **  the  members  of  the  human  bo* 
*'  dy,  enraged  that  they  Hiould  labour  for  the  Itomach, 
*^  while  that,  remsining  idle  and  ir.do'ent, 'quietly  enjoy- 
*•  ed  thofe  pleafures  which  were  prcpaied  for  u,  agreed 
^*  to  do  nothing  :  but,  intending  to  reduce  the  ftomach 
*'  by  famine,  they  found  that  all  the  m^embers  grew  weak, 
«*  and  the  \vl\oIe  body  fell  into  an  extreme  inanition." 

Thus  he  compared  this  intefiine  divifion  of  the  parts  of 
the  human  body,  with  the  divifion  .that  feparated  the  peo- 
ple from  the  Senate.  This  application  p'eafed  them  fo 
much,  that  a  reconciliation,  was  efFcded  on  certain  condi- 
tions ;  the  principal  of  which  wa?,  that  the  people  fhould 
chgfe  aanong  ihemfelves    five  new    Magiftrates,  who  were 

called 
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called  Tribmes  of  tha,  People.  They  were  chofeh  every 
year,  and  nothing  could  be  done  without  their  confent. 
If  a  motion  was  made  for  preferring  any  law,  and  the 
Tribunes  of  the  people  oppofed  it,  the  law  could  notpafs  : 
and  chey  wfere  not  even  obliged  to  alledge  any  reafon  for 
their  oppoiition  ;  their  merely  pronouncing  Veto^  was  e- 
nough  ;  which  fjgnifies,  I  forbid.  Take  proper  notice  of 
this  interefting  epocha  of  the  Roman  Hiftory,  this  impor- 
tant alteration  in  the  form  of  government,  that  fecur«d, 
for  fome  vtg'z^,  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  peoplej' 
which  the  Gfe.iC  are  but  too  apt  to  infringe.-  This  aU 
teration  happened  in  the  year  of  Rome  261  ;  twenty-one 
years  after  the  expulfion  of  Kings,  and  the  eflabiiftiment- 
of  Confuls. 

Beiides  the  Tribunes,  the  people  obtained  two  other 
new  annual  magiftraies,  jEd-les,  who  ^vere  fubjedl  to  the 
authority  of  the  Tribunes,  adtniniftered  juftlce  under  them,» 
took  care  of  the  building  and  reparation  of  temples  and 
other  public  ftruftures,  and  inrpedled  provifipns  of  ail  kinds.- 

Remember  who  were  the  principal  Magiilrates  of  Rome. 
F,ir(l,  the  Confuls,  whofe  office  was  annual,  and  who,  be^ 
tween  them,  had  the  power  of  Kings  :  next^,  the  Didator, 
created  on  extraordinary  emergencies,  and  whofe  oSice 
ufually  lalled  but  fix  month^f 

The  Tribunes  of  the  p^bple  were  annual  Magillrates, 
who  a£led  as  guardians  of  the  rights  of  the  commons,  and 
protected  them  from  the  oppreffion  pf  the  Patricians.  With 
regard  to  the  -^diles,  1  have  already  mentioned  their 
fundlions.  .. 

Some  years  after,  two  other  new  Magiftrates  were  cre- 
ated, called  Cenfort.  This  olSce  at  firft,  was  to  continue 
five  years  ;  but  it  was  foon  confined  to  a  year  and  a  half. 
The  authority  of  the  Gcnfors  was  very  great  ;  their  duty 
was  the  furvey  of  the  people,  the  laying  on  of  taxes,  and 
the  cenfure  of  manners.  They  were  empowered  to  expel 
any  perfon  from  the  Senate,  whom  they  deemed  unworthy 
of  that  afTembly  ;  and  degrade  a  Roman  K&ight,  by  de- 
priving him  of  his  horie. 

'Not  long  after,  two  Praetors  were  inftituted.  Thefe 
Magiftrates  were  the  chief  officers  qfjuftice,  and  decided 
all  law-fuits.     Here  yoji  have  a   lift  of  the  great   Magi- 

Arntcs 
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ftratcs  cf  the  Roman  Cemmon wealth,  according  to   their 
order  and  inftitution. 

The  Confals. 

The  Diftator. 

The  Tribunes  of  (he  People* 

The^diles,     --■'■■-■ 

The  Cenfors. 

The  PraetOFs^. 


LETTER      XX. 

L*AN  300  de  R^me,  les  Remains  n'avoient  pas  en- 
core de  lolx  .fixes  ct  certaines,  de  forte  que  les  Con- 
futs' et  les  Senateurs,  qu'ils  cdnrme'ttoient  pour  juger, 
etoient  les^  Atbitres  abfolus  du  fort  des  citciens.  Le  peu. 
pie  voulut,  done,  qu'au  lieu  de  ces  jugemens  .arbitraires, 
on  etablit  des  loix  qui  fervifTent  de  regies  fjres,  tant  a 
I'egard^du  gouvernement  et  des  afFaires  publiques,  que  par 
rapport  a ux  difFeTens  entre  ]ts  particuUers.  Sur  quoi,  le 
Senat  ordbnna  qu'on  enverroit  des  Ambafiadeurs  a  Athens, 
errGrece,  pour  efodler  les  loix  de  ce  pai's,  et  en  Vapporter 
celles  qu'ils  jug<?roient  kis  pluixonvenablcs  a  la  Republi- 
que,  Ces-AmbafTadeurs  et^Jf^fef  retour,  en  e!ut  dix  per- 
son nes  (qui  fu  ent  appellees  lei  Decembvir>)  pour  e'a^blir 
ces'fit)iivcne.s  loix  O.oieur  donna  un  pouvoir  abfolu  pour 
on  an,  et  pendant  ce  te^^s  la  11  n*y  avoit  point  d'autre 
Magiftrata  Rome.  "  C'es  Decemvirs  firent  graver  leurs 
Joix  fur  des  tables  d'airaia.  polees  dans  I'endroit  le  plus 
apparent  tfe  la  plate  pubiique  ;  et  ces  loix  furent  toujours 
apre^  appelles  les  Loix  des  Dix  Tables  *.  Mais  lorfque 
Je  terme  du  gouvernement  des  Decemvirs  fat  expire,  ils  ne 
voulurenf  point  fe  dernettre  de  kur  poiivoir,  maris  fe  ren- 
dirent  par  force  les  Tyrsns  de  ]^  Republique  :  ce  qui  caufa 
de  grandV  tumulces.  A  la  fin  ils  furent  obligees  deceder, 
ct  Home  reprit  (on  ancienne  forme  de  gouvernement. 

L'anpee  365  de  Rome,  les  Gaulois' (c'eft  a  dire,  les 
Frar)(^':)'is)  entrereat  en  Italie,  -et  marcherent  vers  Rome, 
iivec  une  armee  de  plus  de    foixauve  miile    homroes.     Les 

Romaines 


•  P/us  c9mmufi€menf  fi emmets  let    Loix  des  Douze  Talks , 
fmce  que  depots  il  y  en  eut  deux  d^njoutets  aux  dix  premieref* 
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Romaines  cnvoierent  a  leur. rencontre  une  armec,    levee  i 
la  hare,  de  quarante  milie  hammes.      On    fs  battit,  et  les 
Romaines  furent  entkrenienjt  4efaits.     A  cette  trifle   nou- 
V*fi(e,tou^ccux  qui  etoient  relies  ^  Rome,    f?   retirereni 
dSs  le  iQ^itole,  qui  etoit  la   Ciiadelle,  et  s'y  fortifierent 
SLvXi  laitej)  que  Je  tems  le    permettoit.     Trois  jours   apr^s> 
BreftnuSiie  General  des  Gaulqis,  s'avan^a  jufqu'a  Rome 
avec  fob  irmee  ;  et  trouvant  la   ville   abandonnee,  er  fans 
defiSiHrr  il  affiegca  la  citadel  le,  qui   fe    cefendit    avjec/une 
bravoure  incroiable.     Une  nuit  que  les  Gaufois    voAfoient 
]a  prendre  par  furprife,  et   qu'ils    etoient   montes   iufquea 
aux  portes,  fans  qu*on  5*en  apper9ut  ;  M.  Manilas,  pveiil^ 
par  les  cris  et  battement  d'ailes  des  oyes,  jlonna  raiarme 
et  fauva  la  citadelle.     Bientot  apres,   Camiile,   un  illuili^ 
Romain,  qui  avoit  eie  banni  de  Rome,  aiant  appris/e  dait 
ger  auquel  fa  Patrie  fe    irouvoit  expofee,    furvint  ivec   Cj^ 
qu'il  put  trouver  de  troupes  dans  les  pais  vojfins,  iefit  pn- 
tierement  les  Gaulcis,  ec    fattya    Rome.     Admii/z  ee  be! 
cxemple  de  grandeur  d'^ame  !     Camille,  banni  i 
de  Rome,  cublie  I'injure  qu'on  lui  a  faice  ;  foil 
fa  Patrie  Temporte  fur  le  defir  de   fe  v.enger, 
fauver  ceux  qui  avoient  voulu  le  perdre.  / 

,.T'R  a  N  S  L  a  T  I,G:N.  / 

IN  the  year  of  the  city  300.,  the  RomansAad  no 
ten  or  fixed  llatutej,  infomtich  that  the  /Confuls 
Senators,  who  were  appointed  judges,  wer9abfolute/Ar-» 
biters  of  the  fate  of  the  citizens.  The  p/ople  the^fors 
demanded,  that,  inflead  of  fuch  arbitrary  decifi(|ns,  cer-' 
tain  ftated  laws  fhould  be  enacted,  as  diredi-^ns  for  the  ad- 
mimiflration  of  public  aiFairs.  and  alfo  with  regard  to  pri- 
vate litigations.  Whereupon  the  Senato/s  lent  Ambaira» 
dors  to  Athens  in  Greea*,  to  ftudy  the  laws  of  that  coon- 
try,  and  10  coiled  fuch  as  they  fhould  find  mpft  fi^'table  to. 
the  Republic.  When  the  Ambaffadors  returned^  ten  per- 
Jons  (who  were  ftylcd  Decemviri)  were  eledled  pr  the  in- 
Ititution  of  thcfe  new  laws.  They  were  invefl^d  with  ab- 
folute  power  for  a  whcyle  year,  during  which  ti^Be  all  oiht:? 
Magiilracies  were  fufpended.  The  Decemviri  caufed  lij-. 
laws  to  be  engraven  on  brazen    tabks  ;   which    ever  ^fter 

were 
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were  called  the  Laws  of  the  Ten  Tables  *.  Thefe  were 
placed  in  the  moft  confpicuous  part  ef  the  principal  fquare 
in  the  city.  When  the  time  of  the  Decemviri  was  ex^piri- 
ed,  they  refufed  to  lay  down  iheir  powe>^;  but  maim aiif^'d 
it  by  force,  and  became  the  tyrants  of  th«i  Repd1>Hc.  T.iis 
caufed  great  tumults  :  however,  they  were  at  lert^lH  ^- 
ftrairied  to  yield  ;  and  Rome  returned  to  its^ancie^jt  fi>na 
<>f  govermnent.  -^-^  ^  ; 

About  the  year  of  Rome  365,  the  Gauls  (thalifVta 
fay,  the  French)  entejed  Italy,  and  marched  towards  Rome 
\^ith  an  ariay  of  above  fixtv  thoufand  men.  The  Romans 
jvicdin  hafte  a^  army  of  forty  thoufand  men  and  fent  it  to 
icoutter  them.  The  ,two  armies  came  to  an  engagement, 
ii  which  the  Romans  received  a  total  defeat.  On  the  ar- 
rival o'  this  bad  news,  ^11  who  had  remained  at  Rome 
Aid  ifit)  the  Capitol, '^or  Citadel,  and  there  fortified  thera* 
ftives  a  well  as  the  Ihortnefs  of  time  wou)d  permit. 
Three  d\ys  after,  Brcnnus,  General  of  the  Gauls,  advan- 
ced to  Rime  wi'h  his  army,  and  found  the  city  abandon^ 
*d  ;  wheeepon  he  laid  fiege  to  the  Capitol,  which  was 
defended  viih  incredible  bravery.  One  night  ^when  the 
Gauls  dettfmined  to  furprife  the  Capitol,  and  had  climbed 
m  to  the  v^rv  ramparts  without  being  perceived,  M.  Man- 
lijs,  awakeied  by  the  cackling  of  geefe,  alarmed  the  gar= 
ribn,  and  lived  the  Capitol.  At  the  fame  timeCamilluSj 
ah  illuftrioui  Roman,  who  Tome  time  before  had  been  fea- 
nifhed  from  ihe  city,  having  had  information  of  the  dan» 
ger  \o  which  his  country  was  expofed,  came  upon  the 
Gauls  in  the  rear,  with  as  many  troops  as  he  could  muf- 
ter  up  about  the  country,  and  gave  them  a  total  overthrow. 
Adteire,  in  Camillus,  this  fine  example,  this  greatnefs  of 
foul  :  He,  who  having  been  unjuilly  banifhed,  forgcful 
of  the  wrongs  he  bad  received,  and  a<5luaced  by  the  love  of 
his'country  tnore  than  the  defire  of  revenge,  comes  to  favf 
ihofe  who  had  fought  his  ruin. 


*     L     E     T^ 

/  More  vgner ally  called.  The  Laivs  of  theTwflveTahhs 
/ivo  halving  been  addid  JiTia,  to  the  original  Tet:^ 
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/      A  Batk,  ce  iSieme  Mars,  I73f. 

MON  CHER.iNFANT.  \    ^ 

J'AI  re9u  uivc  iettrc  de  Monfieiir  Maittalre,  dans  laquel- 
le  il  me  dit/  beaucoup  de  bien  de  vous,  et  m'aiTure  qu^ 
vous  apprcnes^ien  .1  fur  quoi  j'ai  d'abord  achete  qaejqu^ 
chore  de  fort  joli  pour  vous  apporter  d'ic}  \^oi  z  un  pea 
fi  vous  n*aveE  pas  fujet  dVimer  Munfi  ur  Maitiaire?/  et  ^e 
fairc  tout  ce  que  vous  pouvez,  »  Sn  q.'il  folt  content  dfe 
vous.  II  me  dit  que  vous  alfez  a.  prefenr  recommencer  ce 
que  vous  avez  deja  appris  ;  il  faut  y  bi-'n  faire  atrentiorsj 
au  moins,  et  ne  pas  repeter  comme  un  perrcquet,  (ans  fa*^ 
voir  ce  que  cela  veut  dire. 

Je  vous  ai  dit  dans  ma  derniere,  ique  pour  ^\x^  psrfaite- 
laent  honnete  homme,  il  he  fuSfoit  pas  fimplemcnt 
i,^h.ixQ  jufte  :  mais  que  la  generofite,  et  la  grandteur  d'anse^ 
sllloiertt  blen  plus  loin.  Vous  le  comprendres  mieuXj 
peat^trCi  par  des  exemples  :  en  voici 

Alexandre  le  grand,  Roi  de  Macedoine,  si'ant  vaincu 
Barius  Roi  de  Perfe,  prit  un  nombre  ir!£n{  ce  prifonniers^ 
ec  encte  autres  la  femme  et  la  mere  de  Darips  ;  or  fe'c^ 
)^s  droits  dela  guerre  il  auroit  pd  avec  jUi4}C£  en  faire  fes 
cfclaves  %  mais  il  avoit  trop  de  grandeur  fi'irr.e  pour  abufer 
de  fa  vi^oire.^  II  les  traica  toujours  ea  Reines  ;  ec  leas' 
temoigna  les  memea  egar^s,  et  le  rnenie  refpcd',  que  s'ii 
«qt  et§  fujet.     Ce    qua    Dari-js    g'ianc    entendu,    cit,    gu* 


ne 


^Alexandre  mefitoit  fa  vidlolre,  er  (|u'il  etoic  feul  dig' 
re^er  a  fa  place.     Remarquez  par  !a.  comrtieut  des    erui'i- 
atis  memes  font  fotces  de  donner  dcs  louanges 
ftt  a  It  grandear  d*an\e. 

Jules  Cefar»  auili,  le  pretilier  Errspereiir  Ro 
de  I'hunaanite,  et  de  la  grandeur  d'ame  •  car 
vaincu'5^ grand  FompJe  a  la  bataille  de  Ph.ir 
donna  a  fgj,x  que  felon  les  loix  de  la  guerre  i 
faire  mounr  ;  et  Roh  feukmeac  il  leur  donn.1  i 
il  leur  rendit  leu^KierU  ct  leurs  hsriaeurs.  Si 
ceron,  d.ip^^j^t^pe  ,fes  hiirsn^i^es,  Jui  dit  ce 
Nihil  enim.pfH^jiirtuiia'tua  fnajtis  6uam  ni  p^: 
tU'-a  tua  me^iXls  ^uam  uf  %.ie!is,- CGnfrr-vAri'.  qunrrj- 
qui  veut  dirs  i    '■•  Voir*  £jrtune  ne    pct^vci:    r 
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^  •  fsuver  tant  dc  gens  ;  et  la  natuf^  ne  pouvoit  iien  faire 
*'  dc  mellleiir  pour  vous,  que  de  xdm  en  donncr  la  v6- 
*^  *  loEice.**  Vous  voiez  encore  par  la,  ]a  gloire,  ct  les 
eloges,  qu'on  gagne  ^  faire  du  bien  ;  outre  Ic  plaifir 
qu'on  reiTent  en  ici-meme,  ct  qui  furpalTe  tous  les  autfcs 
plaifirs. 

Adieu,  J3    finirai  cette  lettre    com  me    Ciceron    finifibit 
fouvcnt  les  ficnnes      ^uSeo  te   hsne  'valere  ;  c*cft   a   dire, 
T«  vous  ordonDe  de  vous  bien  porter. 
I 

TRANSLATION. 

Bath,  March  the  28th,  1735- 
MY  DEAR  CHILD, 

I  Have  received  a  letter  from  Mr  Maittaire,  m  whick 
he  gives  a  very  good  account  of  yoa  ;  and  afTures  me^ 
that  you  improve  in  learning  ;  upon  which  I  immediately 
bought  fomefhing  very  pretty  to  bring  you  from  htnce. 
Conflder  now,  whether  you  ought  not  to  love  Mr.  Mait- 
taire, and  do  every  thing  in  your  power  to  pleafc  him. 
He  tells  me,  yoa  are  going  to  begin  again  what  you  have 
already  learned  :  you  ought  tO' be  very  attentive,  and  not 
yep'-at  your  leilbns  like  a  parrot,  withcut  knowing  what 
ihcy  mean 

In  my  laft  I  toM  you,  that,  in  order  to  be  a  perfeflly 
virtuous  man,  juflice  was  not  fufHcient  ;  for  that  genercfj- 
ty  and  greatnefs  of  foul  implied  much  more.  Yen  will 
underftand  this  better  by  example^  :  here  are  fome. 

Alexander  the  Grear,  King  of  Macedonia,  having  cGn° 
quered  Darius,  King  of  PJriia,  took  ai  infinite  nilitifeer 
of  pi^oners  ;  and,  amor.g  others,  the  wife  and  mcthfer  ci 
Dsrius.  Now,  acc.:ruinj  to  the  laws  of  war,  he  mJght 
with  juilicc  have  madt  Oaves  of  them  ;  but  he  had  loo 
much  greaJnefs  cf  foul,  to  make  a  bad  ufe  of  his  viftory  ; 
he  therefore  treated  them  35  (queens,  and  ihowcd  the  fame 
attentions  and  ref^jeft  as  if  he  had  been  their  fubjeft  ; 
which  Darius  hearing  of,  faid,  that  Alexander  deferved  to 
fee  vi6lorioLSs  and  was  alone  worthy  to  reign  in  his  (lead, 
Obferve  by  -his,  how  virius,  and  greataefs  of  fou',  com- 
ae! even  enemies  to.  bei'tovv  prsiP-^s. 

ju  i'j>:  Casfar  too,  the  firfl  Emperor  of  the  Romir?,  w?^^ 
:«  -dn  ernu-u-rU  d^gr?c  pcEeiTc^d  of  humanity  and  thi?|:Te,^r 
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nefs  of  foul.  After  ha^ng  var-quifhed  Pompey  theGreat, 
at  the  battle  of  Phiu£$na.  he  pardoned  thofe  whom,  ac« 
cording  to  the  laws  m  war,  he  inignt  have  put  to  death  ; 
and  not  only  gave  them  their  lives,  bat  aifo  reftored  them 
tkeir  fortunes  and  their  hjnours.  Upon  which  Cicero,  iti 
one  of  his  Orations,  mskes  this  beautiful  remark,  fpeak- 
ing  to  Julius  Csfar  \  Nihil  enim  poteji  fortuna  tua  majus 
jl'jam  ut  po^Sy  aut  Natura  tua  metius  fuam  ut  'velis^  conjzr- 
iiari  quamplunmos  :  which  means,  *'  Fortune  coiil<1  not 
**  do  more  for  you,  than  give  you  the  power  of  faving  fo 
**  many  people  ;  nor  Ni'uie  ferve  you  better,  than  in 
•'  giving  you  the  will  to  do  it."  You  fee  by  that,  what 
glory  and  praife  are  gained  by  doing  good  ;  befides  the 
pleafure  which  is  felt  inwardly,  and  exceeds  all  others.. 

Adieu  !  I  lliali  conclude  this  letter,  as  Cicero  often  does 
kls  i  Jubeo  t»  hem  'vakre  :  ihat  is  £0  fay,  I  order  you  to 
lie  in  guod  health. 
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Tunbridge,  July  the  15th,   1759. 

DEAR  BOY, 
T  Thank  you  for  yoijr  concern  about  my  health  ;  which 
i  I  wjUid  have  given  you  an  account  of  foor.er,  but  that 
writing  does  not  agree  with  ihefe  waters,  I  am  better 
fiacc  I  have  been  here  ;  and  fnall  therefore  flay  a  moriUi 
longer. 

Signor  Zamboni  compliments  me,  throngh  you,  much 
more  than  [  deferve  :  bat  pray  do  you  take  cnre  to  de- 
ferve  what  hs  fays  of  you  ;  and  remember,  that  praifey 
when  it  is  not  deferved,  is  the  fevereft  fiiire  rin  j  abufe, 
and  the  moft  effel^ual  way  of  expoiing  peopie's  vices  and 
follies.  This  is  a  ligure  of  fpeech,  calied  irony  ;  which 
is,  faying  diredly  the  contrary  of  what  )Ou  mean  ;  but 
jet  it  is  not  a  lie,  becaAife  you  plainly  ihow,  thai  you  mean 
liireftly  the  contrary  of  what  you  fay  ;  fo  that  you  deceive 
no  b?>dy.  For  example  :  [f  one  we^e  to  cert^plinnent  a 
notorious  knave  for  his  flngular  hon'^lly  and  probity,  and 
an  eminent  fool  for  his  wic  and  parts,  the  lro(iy  is  plain  ; 
and  every  body  would  difcover  the  fst^re.  Or,'  fij|-'|-cf<; 
rbat  1  were  to  commend  yea    for  your  great    atientica  to 

V  O'v'.r 
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your  book,  and  for  your  retaining  and  remembetiflg  whit 
you  have  once  learned  ;  would  not  you  p  ainiy  perceive 
the  irony,  and  fee  that  I  laaghed  at  you  f  Therefcre, 
whenever  you  are  commended  for  any  thing,  confi^cr  fair- 
ly, with  yourfelf,  whether  you  dQCeive  it  ot  not  ;  jnd  i5 
you  do  not  deferre  it,  remember  ihat  you  are  only  abufei 
^nd  laughed  at  ;  and  endeavour  to  defer ve  better  foi  the 
future,  and  to  prevent  the  irony. 

Make  mv  con^pliments  to  ^r.  Malttairc,^  and  retur* 
kim  my  thanks  for  bis  letter.  H-e  telJa  me,  that  you  are 
again  to  go  over  yohr  Latin  and  Greek  Grammar  ;  f<i 
that  when  I  return,  I  expeft  to  iiod  you  very  perfeft  in 
it  ;  but  if  I  do  not,  I  (hall  compUnieat  yoii  upon  yourap«. 
plication  and  memory,     Adisa. 


I.    E    T    T    E    R      XXUL 

July  the  Z4'.h,    17^0. 
MY  DEAR  BOY,  t  /   7 

I  Was  pleafed  with  your  aiding  me,  the  laft  time  I  faw 
you,  why  I  had  Itfc  cfF  writing  ;  for  I  looked  upon  it 
?s  a  fign  that  you  liked  and  minded  my  letters  :  if  that 
Le  the  cafe,  you  (ha^il  hear  from  me  often  enough  ;  "and 
xny  letters  may  be  of  yfe,  i.f  you  will  giv§  sttefstion  to 
litem  ;  otherv^ife  it  is  only  giving  myielf  trouble  to  re 
i,  urpofe  ;  for  it  fignifies  nothing  to  ;ead  a  thing  once,  i-f 
one  does  nt-vt  mind  z.nd  refnarnb^r  it.  It  ij  a  Cure  fjgn  of 
?A  lirtlc  mind,  to  be  doing  one  thing,  and  at  the  fame 
lime  to  be  fi:her  thinking  of  r.nothtr,  or  not  thinking  at 
all.  One  fhould  always  think  of  what  one  is  about  : 
tvhen  one  is  learning,  one  fliould  not  think  of  p'ay  ;  and 
when  ope  i-  at  play,  one  ihiould  not  think  of  one's  learn- 
ing. Bciides  thatj  n"ycu  do  not  mind  your  bock  while 
you  are  ar  it, if  wiJi  be  a  double  trouble  to  you,  for  yoVj  muft 
learn  it  all  over  again.  One  of  the  moil  important  points 
«*f  life  is  Decency  ;  w^'ich  is,  to  dp  what  is  proper^  gr.d 
where  it  is  proper,:  for  many  things  are  proper  at  one 
t;'ri<!>.  and  in  one  pi?ce,  that  are  extremely  improper  in  «- 
riOcher.  For  example  :  It  is  very  proper  and  dectnt,  that 
yo-u  fkoujd  play  fon^e  part  of  the  day  ;  b^t  you  mnH  feel 
ihat  it  would  ie  vcsy  iniproper  and  indecent^  if  you  were 
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t«  fly  to  your  kite,  or  pJty  at  mt\t  pins,  whii«  you  are 
with  Mr.  Maittaire  It  is  very  proper  and  decent  to  d^nce 
well  ;  but  then  you  muft  dance  only  at  balls,  and  place* 
of  enteriainment  :  for  you  would  be^  reckoned  a  fool,  if 
you  were  to  dance  at  church,  or  at  a  funeral.  I  hope,  by 
thefe  examples,  you  underftand  the  meaning  of  the  wori 
Decency  ;  which  in  Fr?  nch  is  Bien/eance  ;  in  L&tid,  Dec«^ 
rum  ;  and  in  Greek,  TlfiTOif  Cicero  fays  of  it.  Sic  btt 
dtcorum  quod  elucet  in  njiid  mo'vtt  afprobatiomm  ttrum  qui* 
httCcum  vivitur,  ordinf  et  eonjiamss  et  mederatisne  diiicrutm 
omnium  affue  faciorum  ;  by  which  you  fee  how  ncceflary 
Decency  is,  to  gain  the  approbation  of  mankind  .  and,  as 
I  am  fure  you  -iefjre  to  gain  iVlr.  Maittairc^s  approbation* 
without  which  yoa  wiU  never  have  mine,  I  dare  fay  yoa 
will  mind  and  give  attention  to  wha  ever  he  fays  to  yoa^ 
snd  behave  yourielf  ferioufly  and  decently  while  yeu  eta 
with  him  ;  afterwards  piay,  run,  and  jump,  as  aiucK  as 
^ver  you  pleafe. 
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Filia/, 
DEAR  BOY, 

I  Was  very  glad  when  Mr.  Maittaire  to!d  me,  that  yoi3 
had  more  attention  now  than  you  u fed  to  have  ;  for  k 
is  the  only  way  to  rtz"^  any  benefit  by  what  you  Xt^^m, 
Without  attention,  it  is  impoffible  to  remember,  and  with« 
out  remembering  it  is  bur  time  and  labour  loft  to  learn. 
I  hope  too,  that  your  attention  is  not  only  employed  upon 
words,  but  upon  the  fenfe  and  meaning  of  thofe  words  ; 
that  is,  tbat  when  yoa  read,  or  get  any  thing  by  heart, 
you  obferve  the  thoughts  and  refledlions  of  the  author  ss 
well  as  his  words.  This  at^ntion  will  fornlfh  you  with 
materials,  when  you  come  to  compofe  and  invent  upon  any/: 
fubjedi  yourfelf  :  for  example,  when  you  read  of  anger, 
envy,hatred,  love,  pity,  or  any  of  the  paffi3ns,6br5rve  what 
the  author  favs  of  them,  and  what  good  or  ill  effedts  he 
afcribes  to  them  Obferve..  too,  the  great  difference  be- 
tween profe  ani  vsrfe,  in  treaiing  the  fame  fubjs^ls.  in 
verfej  the  iigures  are  flronger  and  bolder,  and  the  djccicn 
or  exprefiicn  loftier  sr    higher,    than    in   prefe  ;  nay  the 
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words  in  verfe  are  feldom  put  in  ibe  fame  order  as  la 
profe,  VerJe  is  full  of  metaphor^  iirmj^ies,  and  epithets. 
Epithets  (by  the.  way)  are  a^jeHiVcs>  Which  mark  fome 
particular  q^aiity  of  the  thing  or  pWfor»\  to  which  they 
are  added  As  for  example  :  /*;aT\^«)^/,  the  pious 
^neas  ;  Pius  is  the  epichfc  :  fama  /l^.y,;v^  Fime  that 
lies  V  Me/ta'ax  is  the  epuhet  :  VlQc06^  vKV^-AX^kXius, 
Achilles  fwifcoffoot;  Ilo^af-aswty?  is  ihe  e^uiij^.  1  his 
Is  the  fame  in  all  langud^es.  As  for  inllince  :  They  fay 
in  French,  L  Envie  f&U  et  bieme,  I* Amour  aveugle  ;  in 
Englilh.  pale,  iivid  Envy,  blind  Love  :  thefe  adjectives 
are  the  epithets.  Erivy  is  always  reprefenteo  by  ihePoecs, 
»s  pale,  meagre,  arid  pining  away  at  oiher  people's  ha^^- 
pinefs.     Ovid  fays  of  envy, 

Vixq^ue  tenet  lacrymas,  ^uod  nil  lacr^mabile  cernit  : 

Which  means,  that  Envy  can  fcarce  help  crying,  when  (he 
fees  no  hing  to  cry  at  ;  that  is,  (lie  cries  when  (he  fees  o« 
thers  happy.  Envy  is  certainly  one  of  the  meanefi:  and 
mod  tormcnt'ing  of  all  pa(5..ns,  fince  there  is  hardly  any 
body  that  has  not  fomethirg  for  an  envious  man  to  envy  ; 
fo  that  he  can  never  be  happy  while  he  fees  s.ny  body  elfe 
fo.     Adieir. 


LETTER       XXV. 

LHevvorch,  September  the  lotK,   173^. 
DEAR  EOY,  ^  '       _        ' 

SIkC£  yon  promife  to  give  attention,  and  to  micd  whit 
you  ^earn,  i  fha.I  give  myfslf  the  trouble  of  writing  to 
you  agsin,  and  (hail  endeavour  to  inftrudl  you  in  fevcral 
shings  that  do  not  fali  under  Mr.  Mailtairc's  province  j 
and  which,  if  they  did,  he  could  tesch  you  much  better 
than  ]  can.  I  neither  pretend  nor  propofe  to  teach  iheni 
you  thoroughly  ;  you  arc  not  yet  of  an  age  fi  for  it  :  I  only 
mean  to  give  you  a  general  notion  at  prcfent  of  forae 
things  that  ycu  mufl  learn  more  particularly  hereafter,  and 
that  will  then  be  the  eafier  to  you  for  having  had  a  gene- 
ral idea  of  them  now.  For  c^iample,  to  give  ycu  fpme 
Botiou  of  Hiilory  : 
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/  /  ' 
Hlftory  is  an  acccynt  q/  whatever  has  been  clone  by  any 
country  in  generator  b/ any  number  of  people,  or  by 
any  one  m^jn  :  th^s.  tkt  Roman  Hiltory  is  an  account  of 
what  the  Roma;«  did^  as  a  nation  ;  the  Hiftory  of  Cati- 
Hne's  confpira/Sy,  i^Cn  account  of  what  was  done  by  a 
l^articular  nu«ibei^f  people  ;  and  the  Hiilyry  of  Alexan- 
der the  Grfiiat,  written  by  Quintus  Curtis,  is  thje  account 
of  the  lifitand  adions  of  one  fingle  niAn.  Hillory  is,  in 
ihoft,  an  account  or  relation  of  any  thing  that  has  beeti 
done. 

Hiilory  is  divide^  into  Sacred  and  Prophane,  Ancient 
and  Modern 

Sacred  Hiftory  is  the  Bible  ;  that  is,  the  Old  and  New 
Teftaments.  The  Old  Teftament  is  the  Hiflory  of  the 
Jews,  who  were  God's  chofen  people  ;  and  the  New  Tef- 
tament is  the  Hiftory  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  fon  of  God. 

Prophane  Hiilory  is  the  account  of  the  Heathen  Godf, 
fuch  as  you  read  in  Ovid's  Metamorphofes,  and  which  yos 
will  know  a  great  deal  more  of  when  you  come  to  read 
Homer,  Virgil,  and  the  other  ancient  Poets- 
Ancient  Hiftory  is  the  account  of  all  the  kingaoms  and 
countries  in  the  world,  down  to  the  end  of  the  Romaa 
Empire. 

Modern  Hiftory  is  the  account  of  the  kingdoms  and 
countries  of  the  world,  lince  the  deftrudicn  of  the  Rosiaa 
Empire. 

The  perfefl  knowledge  of  hiftory  is  extremely  neceffa- 
s^  ;  becaufe,  as  it  informs  us  of  what  was  done  by  other 
people  in  formei"  ages,  it  inftruds  what  to  do  in  the  like 
caf(?s.  Belides,  as  it  is  the  common  fubJ£(!l  of  con  ver  fa  li- 
en, it  is  a  fhame  to  be  ignorant  of  it. 

Geography  muft  neceiTarily  accompany  Hiftory  :  ^c^r  it 
would  r.ot  be  enough  to  know  what  things  were  done  for- 
merly, bat  we  mult  know  where  they  were  done  ;  and 
Geography,  you  know  is  the  defcription  of  the  earth,  and. 
ihows  us  ihe  fituarions  of  towns,  countries,  and  rivers.' 
For  example  :  Geographv  fhows  you  that  England  is  in 
the  North  of  Etjrope  ;  that  London  is  the  chief  town  of 
England,  and  that  it  is  lituaied  upon  the  river  Thames, 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex  :  snd  the  fame  cf  oth^r  towns 
and  countries,  Qpo^.iaphy  is  likewife  divided  into  ancient 
sir.d   zaoderp  .;  Taany   coaiinies   and    lowns   having,  now 

very 


very  liferent  names  from  whaP^  they  had  fersierly  ;  2^4 
many  towns,  which  made  a  grcatOfigure  in  ancient  time»y 
being  now  utterly  deftroyed,  and  iS|texifting  :  as  the  t^# 
famous  towns  of  Troy  in  Afia,  and  Mkrrhage  in  Africa  i 
«f  both  which  there  are  not  now  the  lAft  remains. 

Read  this   with  attention,  and  tjiea  go  to  play  with  at 
lAuch  attention  ;  and  fo  farewell. 


LETTER      XXVr. 

Iflewctth,  September  the  ifth,  I7i«. 
BEAR  BOY,  _  ^  ■ 

HISTORY  mull  be  accowpained  with  Chronology,  at 
wtU  as  Geography,  or  elfe  one  has  but  a  vtr^  con- 
fufed  notion  of  it  ;  for  it  is  not  fufScient  to  know  what 
things  have  been  done,  which  Hiftory  teaches  us  ;  and 
where  they  have  been  done,  which  we  learn  by  Geography  y 
but  one  muft  know  when  they  have  been  done,  and  that  iS' 
the  particular  bufineft  of  Chronology.  I  will  therefore 
give  you  a  general  notion  of  it. 

Chronology  (in  French  la  Chr6mhgie)  fixes  the  date* 
©f  fads  :  that  is,  it  informs  us  when  fuch  and  foch  things 
were  done  ;  reckoning  from  certain  periods  of  time,  which 
are  called  ^ras,  pr  Epochs.  For  example  :  In  Europe^ 
the  two  principal  aeras  or  epochs,  by  which  we  reckoR, 
are,  from  the  creation  of  the  world  to  the  birth  of  Chrift, 
which  was  four  thoofand  years  ;  and  from  the  birth  of 
Chrift  \Q  this  time,  which  is  one  ihoufand  feven  hundred 
and  thirty  nine  years.  So  that,  when  one  fpeaks  of  s 
thing  that  was  done  before  the  birth  c  f  Chrift,  one  fays, 
it  was  done  in  fuch  a  year  of  the  -vrorld  ;  as,  Lr  inftance, 
Rome  was  founded  in  tfee  three  thousand  two  hundred  and 
twenty  fifth  year  of  the  world  ;  which  was  about  (tvzn 
hundred  and  fifty  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift  :  And 
one  fays,  that  Chademain  was  made  the  firft  Emperor  of 
Germany  in  the  year  eight  hundred  ;  that  is  to  fiy,  eighf 
hundred  years  after  the  birth  of  Chrift.  So  that  you  fe.*, 
the  two  great  periods,  sgras.  or  epochs,  from  whence  se- 
date every  thing,  afe,  th?  crtatlc,^.  of  the  wodd,  and  the  . 
Itiftii  of  JefJ45  Chf-i^. 

Thcrs 
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iThere  is  another  terin  iff  ChroRO^ogv,  callecJ  Cen*»^ri?s, 
which  is  only  uled  io  re^^niivg  after  the  b'rtr  of  Ch'-ith 
A  century  means  ongiui  d-ed  ,ears  ;  c<  nfeqnTit'y,  there 
fea»e  br^eoN  f-crveneenHPnruries  fisce  the  birth  of  Chritl, 
and  we  are  row  in  the  eighteenth  cen  ury.  When  any 
bodv  fays,  t^en  for  ex'^mpl^-j  -bar  fucu  a  ihing  was  done 
in  the  teoh  century,  Jie.y  mean,  after  ifee  year  nine  hun- 
ared,  and  before  ihe  year  otie  rhoufarjd.  after  the  birtTi  of 
Chfift.  When  any  body  niakes  a  miuake  in  Chrono'r/t^y, 
and  fays  that  a  thing  was  dor^e  f^nvc  y  rs  fonntT  or  foiue 
years  la^er  than  ir^ri'a  ly  vvas,  that  error  is  called  av  Ana^- 
ch  onifm.  Chonolocy  equircs  memory  and  attention  ; 
both  w  >:ch  you  can  have  if  you  pleafe  :  and  I  fhall  try 
them  both,  by  aflcing  you  queftions  about  this  le.teri  tht5 
Tit^t,  time  I  fee  you. 


LETTER      XXViL 

Ifle-vvoi'th,  SeDtembes 
DE  \K  BOY, 

TN  my  tvvo.  lafi  letters  I  explf.inefi  to  y'c\\\  ihi  rr. e a ni ■.■».§ 
and  ufe  of  Hillorv,  Geography.- and  Carono^o^y,  ?.•; i 
Ihowed  you  the  connection  they  had  with  one  another  ;  ih?:C 
ts,  how  they  were  joiried  together,  aud  depended  s-^.ch  up- 
on the  other.  We  will  now  coniider  Hiil^iy  r»»OiC  ^ar- 
ticuU  ly  by  iifelf. 

The  moll  ancient  Hlftorles  of  all,  are  fo  mixed  with 
fabtei,  that  is,  with  falfehnods  and  invention,  that  lic-^.^ 
credit  is  to  be  given  to  them.  A-l  the  Heathen  God's  grid 
Goddefles,  that  yoo  read  of  in  the  Poes,  were  f  .■•  ;.  .  u 
and  women  ;  but,  as  they  had  eiiher^fo?2nd  out  il,nf  -k- 
ful  invention,  or  had  done  a  great  de&l  of  good  \n  lu-t 
countries  where  they  lived,  the  people  who  had  a  gr;-<;t 
veneration  for  rhem,  m^.de  ihem,  Gods  arsd  Govdeffes 
when  they  died,  addrelT^d  their  prAverS  ar.d^rrjiftd  fUtars 
10  them.  Thus  Bacchus^  the  God  of  Wine,  v-asonly- 
the  firtt  man  who  invented  thfe  naaking  of  ';v;.:e  ;  which 
pleafed  the  peopU-  fo  much,  that  they  mzd-  a  G  -J  of  him  ; 
s^d  may  be  they  ware  dtunk  whei  they  n":.''  -  •■' "-  ^  -  ~  ? 
Ceres,  the  Godcth  of  Plenty,  ^'Y,o  is  £: 


^^^" 
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fome  good  woman,  wh^in^J^ed  plooghing,  and  fowing', 
and  raiiing  corn  :  and  the^peop)&  who  owed  their  brtad 
to  her,  deified  her  ;  that  is,  malK  a  Goddefs  of  her.  The 
cafe  is  the  fame  of  all  th-Q  other  Pagan  Gods  and  Goddeffes, 
^vhich  you  read  of  in  prophane  and  fabulous  hiftory. 

The  authentic,  that  is  the  true,  ancient  hiftory,  is  di- 
vided into  five  remarkable  periods  or  aeras  of  the  five 
great  Empires  of  the  world.  The  firft  Empire  of  tKe 
world  was  the  Afiyrian,  which  was  deftroyedby  the  Medes* 
The  Empire  of  the  Medes  was  overturned  by  the  Perfij'ns  ; 
and  the  Empire  of  the  Perfians  was  demolifhed  by  the 
Macedonians,  under  Alexander  the  Great.  The  Empire 
of  Alexander  the  Great  iafted  no  loner  >than  his  life  :  for, 
at  his  death,  his  Generals  divided  the  world  among  them» 
and  went  to  war  with  one  another  ;  till,  at  laft,  the  Ro- 
man Empire  arofe,  fwallowed  them  all  up,  and  Rome 
became  the  miftrefs  of  the  world.  Remember,  then,  that 
the  five  great  Empires,  that  fucceeded  each  other,  wers 
'thefg  : 

1.  The  A  Syrian  Empire,  £rfl  e4abliftied. 

2.  The  Empire  of  the  Medes. 

3.  The  Periian  Empire. 

4.  The  Mace'donian  Empire. 
C0     5.  The  Roman  Empire. 

Ifever^ou  find  a  word  that  you  do  not  uaderftani^ 
either  in  my  letters  or  any  where  elfe,  I  hope  you  re- 
member to  sfK  your  Mamma  the  meaning  of  if.  Here 
£ie  buc  three  in  this  letter,  which  you  are  likely  not  to 
underjland  ;   chefe  are, 

Connection,  which  is  a  r?oun  fub^antive,  that  fig- 
n'nes  a  joining,  or  tying  together  |  it  comes  f^om  the 
verb  to  co^:fie<fi^j  which  fign'iles  to  join.  For  example  ^^ 
One  fays  oi  any  two  people,  that  aie  intimate  friends,  and 
much  together.  There  is  a  great  conneflion  between  th-^m,^ 
or,  They  are  mightily,  con nefted.  One  fays  fo  aifo  of 
uvo  things  that  have  a  refemblance  or  a  likenefs  to  ens 
anoihcr,  There  is  a  connedlion  between  them  :  as  for  ex- 
ample ;  There  is  a  great  connexion  between  Poetry  and 
Painting,  becaufe  they  both  exprefs  nature,  and  a  fUong 
and  lively  imagination  is  necefiary  for  both.  ^ 

Deify  is  a  verb,  which  fignifics  to  make  a  God  ;  yX 
^•■>rces  from  the    Laan    woid,  Dius^  Gcd,  and  Fio^  I  b-- 

c«?in^. 
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€ome.  The  Roman  Emperoijfc  wye  always  del£e'"d  after 
their  deaxh,  though  molt  oijCmJLtie  rather  devils  when 
alive.  .^, 

Authentic  means  ^%^ ;  fomething  that  may  be  de- 
pended upon,  a&  coming  from  good  authority.  For  ex- 
ample :  One  fays,  Aich  a  hiUoryJs  authentic,  fuch  a  piece 
of  news  is  autheniic  ;  that  is,  one  may  depend  upon  the 
truth  of  it.        - 

I  have  juft  now  received  your  letter,  which  is  very  well 
written. 


LETTER      XXVin. 

Thuriday,  lilewortb, 
DEAR  BOY, 

AS  I  ihall  come  to  town  next  Saturday,  I. would  have 
you  come  to  me  on  Sunday  morning,  about  ten 
o'clock  :  and  I  would  liaveyou  likewife  tell  Mr  MaittairSj 
that,  if  it  be  not  troublefome  tohim,  I  fhould  be  extreme- 
ly glad  to  fee  him  at  the  fame  time,  I  would  not  have 
given  him  this  trouble,  but  that  it  is  uncertain  when  I  can 
wait  upon  him  in  town.  I  do  not  doubt  but  he  will  give 
me  a  good  account  ot  you  ;  for  I  thirk  ycu  are  now  Ten» 
^bie  of  the  advantages,  the  pleafure,  and  the  neceSity,  #ll 
learning  well  :  I  think,  too,  you  have  an  ambition  io  ex- 
cel in  wharever  you  do,  and  therefore  will  apply  ycurfeif. 
I  muft  alio  tell  you,. that  you  are  now  ta'ked  of  n5  an 
eminent  fcholar,  for  your  age  ;  and  therefore  your  iliarae 
will  be  the  greater,  if  you  fhould  noE  anfwer  the  expe^latioas 
people  have  of  you.     Adieu. 


LETTER       XXrX. 

Mond.^y. 
DEAR  BOY, 

T^  was  a  great  pleafure  to  me,  when^Mr  Mairtaiie  t-Ivi 
me  yerb^iday,  in  ycu  prefence,  that  you  be^^^n  vj 
mind  your  learning,  and  to  oive  more  attendon.  \i  y^a 
eoncinue  to  do  fo,  you  will  find  two  acivanraget:  in  k  .- 
theonsj.  your  own  improvcm'^nt ;  the  oiher,  my  ki?    v.  ■•  ; 
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T*.h*cli  ycu  rnuO  never  expf€l,  but  when  Mi"  IvTaiffSUtt 
tells  me  you  dcferve  it  Tl'cre  is  no  doing  any  thing  vveU 
^vithout  spp'icati  n  and  i  dml'v.  InduUry  (if*  Latin 
XnJuflria  and  in  Greek  »yX(ya*«>)  is  defined  (that  is.  de- 
fcribe:)  lo  be,  Frequens  ex  'citium  circa  rem  bottejiatnt  und^ 
a'lifuij  indiiJIriU'  dici  u^  hoc  eji  fiudiojus^  'Vigilans.  Thil 
I  expc£l  io  #r)uch  fiom  you,  thac  I  do  rot  doubt,  in  a  liti 
tie  time  .  but  th  u  I  (h  11  hear  you  called  Philip  the  In- 
ijuflrious,  or,  if  you  bk?  it  better  in  Gr^ek,  ^'{XiTrro* 
*/?C''i'&3?.  Mv.il  of  the  great  men  of  antiquity  hau  Icfrie 
epubet  adc'fd  to  their  nan.es,  cefcribing  irme  particular 
Sicric  they  had  ;  and  why  fhou'd  not  ycu  enceavcur  to  be 
cilHnguiftied  by  foine  honcuraj^le  .appellation  ?  Pai.ssnd 
quicknefs,  though  very  nectiTary,  a?r  not  a!  ne  f  ^icient  j 
auefiUon  arvd  application  mulli  complete -the  bufmefs  ;  ztA 
both  together  s-ii\  go  a  gieat  away. 

Acciftu  vgo  stiifKfSi  aifue  ksec  me  a  jigite  diSia, 

AdiCii. 

■^/e  wfre  tsHrirg  yeflerday  nf  /America,  which  I  told 
you  was  iift  difc!  vered  bt'  Chriitcphcr  CcIymbo.s,  a  Ge- 
Tioefe,  thr<  ugh  the  encourageniert  cf  f-'erdinando  ard 
I'abela,  King  and  Queen  of  Spain  ^  in  r  45^l .  that  is,  gt 
the  Jat  er  es  c  of  the  hLetnih  ceutuiy  ;  but  i  forgot  to  'e'l 
50a,  that  it  took  its  nan7e  of  A.nr!erJc3,  ft  jm  ore  Vefpufius 
rf^mericus,  cf  iHorcnce,  who  difcovned  South  America  in 
l^oj.  The  Spaniards  began  their  conquers  in  Air.erics 
by  the  ifiands  of  St.  Domingo  and  Cuba  ;  and  fcon  after- 
waids  Fercinanco  Coriez,  with  a  rmall  army,  lanced  upon 
the  c  rtinent,  took  [vL-xico  and  bc-ai  Ivlontezuma  the  In- 
(dsan  Emperor.  Th-s  rnc-.  u?rir_ed  other  nations  to  go  and 
f'v  what  they  Cf  I'  d  2^'-  in  Tris  new  difcoveied  worid.  The 
Bnglifh  have  got  there,  New  York,  New-Englnnd,  ja- 
li.cici?,  "Bar badges,  Carolina,  Pe?jnfylvania,  and  Maryland;. 
EJid  feme  of  the  Lfcxvard  Ifiands  ,  7  he  Portu^u-fc  have 
g-t  the  5  nzili  ;  th"  Da:ch.  Gur^coa,  acd  Su^iran:  ; 
i.fii  the  F:.^..  .  ".ance. 


i     E    T"^ 
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LETTER      XXX. 

Monday. 
DEAR  BOY, 

I  Have  lately  mentioned  Chronology  to  yoii,  though 
ilightly  ;  but,  as  it  is  very  neceffary^you  (houlci  know 
fomethmg  of  it,  I  will  repeat  it  now  a  little  more  fully,  xa 
order  to  give  yoa  a  better  notion  of  it. 

Chronology  is  the  art  of  meafuring  and  j:liflinguifliin|; 
time,  or  the  doclrine  of  epochas,  which,  you  know,  are  par- 
ticular and  remarkable  periods  of  time.  Thp  word  Chro* 
nology  is  corsipounded  of  the  Greek  words  XfOJ^?.  which 
iignifies  7*i/»(,  and  yoyo?,  which  figniiies  Dijcour/^.  Chro- 
nology and  Geograptiy  are  Cilied  the  tsvoeyes  of  Hiilory, 
becaufe  Hiftory  can  never  ^be  clear  and  well  underilood 
>vichou:  them  Hiiiary  relates  fic^s  ;  Chronoiogy  tells 
us  at  what  time,  or  when,  thofe  fids  were  done  ;  ar.d 
Geography  fhiovvs  u«  in  what  place  cr  country  they  were 
^onc.  The  Geeks  mealured  theJK  time  by  O'ymriads  * 
which  was  a  fpace  of  four  years,  called  \viGxtek Ck^fiviat, 
'J'his  rne:hod  of  corrsputat'on  had  its  rife  frofii  the  Oiym- 
pic  Games,  which  were  celebrated  the  beginning  of  every 
«:f:h  year,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Alpheus,  nea?  Olym- 
pi:,,  a  city  in  Greece.  The  Greeks,  for  example,  would 
fay,  that  fjch  a  th  =  ng  happened  in  fuch  a  year  oi  fuch  an 
Olympiad  :  as  for  inliance  ;  that  Alexander  the  Great 
died  in  the  firft  year  of  the  1 1 ^ih  Olympiad.  The  firH 
Qiympaid  was  774  yi^ars  befone  Cftriil  j  fo,  confequently^ 
Chrift  was  born  la  the  firft  year  of  the   195th    Olympiad. 

The  period,  or  jera,  from  whence  the  Romans  reckoned 

their  Time,  was  from  the  building  of  Rome  ;  w.hich    they 

Oiarked  thus,  ah  U.  C.    that  is,  a4t  Vtbe  Condtta,     Thus, 

the  Kings  were    expelled,  and   the  Confular    Government 

.  eilabli filed,  the  244  h  ab  U.   C.  that  is,  of  Rome, 

All  Europe  now  reckons  from  the  great  epocha  of  the 
birih  of  jefus  Chrift,  which  was  173S  years  ago  ;  fo  that, 
when  any  body  afks.  In  what  year  did  fuch  or  fuch  a. 
th-ng  happen  ?  they  mean  in  what  yesr  fince  the  birth  of 
ehrift. 

For    example  :  Charlemain    (in    Fiench  Charlemagne) 
was  made  Emperor  of  the  Wed  ia  the  year  800  j  that  isj, 
§00  years  after  the  birth  sf  Chrift  5  bur,  if  we  fpesk  of 
•  '  anv 
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any  event  or  hiftorical  faf>  that  happened  before  that  time^ 
we  then  fay  it  happened  fo  many  years  before  Chrift.  For 
inftance  ;  we  fay  Rome  was  baiit  750  years  befoe  Chrift, 

The  Turks  date  from  their  Hegira,  which  was' the  year 
©f  the^ight  of  their  falfe  prophet,  Mahomet,  from  Mecca  ; 
and  as  we  fay  that  fuch  a  thing  was  done  in  fuch  a  year  of 
Chrift,  they  fay  fuch  a  thing  was  done  in  4uch  a  year  of 
the  Hegira.  Their  Hegira  begins  in  the  62 2d  year  of 
Chrift,  that  is,  above  iioo  years  ago.  \ 

There  are  two  great  periods  in  Chronology  from  which 
the  nations  of  Europe  date  events.  The  firJt  is  the  Crea- 
tioaof  the  world  ;   the  fecond  the  Birth  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

Thofe  events  that  happened  before  the  birth  of  Chrift, 
are  dated  f-om  the  creation  ef  the  World.  Thofe  events 
which  have  happened  fmce  the  birth  of  Chrift  are  dated 
from  that  time  ;  as  the  prefentycar  1739.  For  example  : 

J.  M. 

Noah's  Flosd  happened  in  the  year  of  the  world  1656 

Babylon  was  built  by  '^  "miramis  in  the  year  1800 

Mofes  was  born  in  the  \ear         -        '-         -  240© 

Troy  was  taken  by  the  Greeks  in   the  year  2800 

Rome' founded  by  RoiruIus  in  the  year     -      -  3225 

Alexander  the  Great  conquered  Perfta     -     -     -  3674. 

Jefus  Chrift  born  in  the  year  of  the  world     -     -  4000 

The  meaning  oi  J.  M.  at  the  top'of  thefe  figures,  is 
Mttno  mundi^   the  year  of  the  world. 

From  the  birth  of  Chrift,  al)  Chriftians  date  the  events 
that  have  happened  fince  that  time  ;  and  this  is  called  Tkt 
Ckrijiian  ara.  Sometimes  we  fay,  that  fuch  a  thing  hap- 
pened in  fuch  a  year  of  Chrift  ;  and  fometimes  we  fay,  in 
fuch  a  century.  Now,  a  century  is  one  hundred  years  from 
the  birth  of  Chrift  ;  fo  that  at  the  end  of  every  hundred 
years  a  new^  century  begins;  and  we  are,  confequently, 
now  in  the  eighteenth  century. 

For  example.  As  to.  the  Chriftian  asra,  or  fince  the 
birth  of  Chrift  ; 
Mahomet,  the  falfe  prophet  of  the  Turks,  who  efta- 
biiftied  the  Mahometan  religion,  and  writ  the  Al- 
coran, which  is  the  Torkilh  book  of  religion, 
died  in  the  fsventh  century  ;  that  is,  in  the 
year  of  Chrift.         -         -         -         -         -  6^1 

Charlcinair* 
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Charlemain  was  crowned  Emperor  in  the  laft  year  rf 
the  eighth  century  ;  that  is,  in  the  year     -     -     -     8o» 

Here  the  old  Roman  Empire  ended. 

William  the  Conqueror  was  crowned  King  Of  En- 
land  in  the  eleven ih  century,   in  the   year     -     -     lo6(S 

The  Reformation,  that  is,  the  Proteftant  Religion, 
began  by  Martin  Luther,  in  the  fixteenth  century, 
in  the  year         -         -         -         -         -         -        ^53© 

Gun-powder  invented,  by  one  Bertholdus,  a  Ger- 
man Monk,  in  the  fourteenth  century,  in  the 
year         -         -         -         -         -         -         -  i^t^ 

Printing:  invented,  at  Haerlem  in  Holland,  or  at 
Stratfbourg,  or  at  Mentz  in  Germany,  in  the 
iifteenih  cenfrury,  about   the  year        =        -         I44# 

Adieu. 
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A  Bath,  ce  lyieme  d'Odobre,  I739» 

MON  CHER  ENFANT, 

EN  veriteje  cmis  que  vous  etes  le  premier  gar9on  a 
qui,  avant  I'age  de  huit  ans,  on  ait  jamais  p.arJe  des 
^gures  '"e  la  ihe:orique,  comnie  j'ai  {mi  dans  ma  derniere  : 
snais  auffi  il  me  femble  qa'on  ne  per.t  pas  commenccr 
trop  jeune  a  y  penfer  un  peu  ;  et  Tart  de  perfuader  a 
Feipric,  et  de  toucher  le-^cceur,  merite  bien  qu'on  y  faffe 
attention  de  bonne  heure. 

Vous  concevez  bien  qn'un  homme  qui  parle  et  qui 
«crit  elegament  et  avec  grace,  qui  choiiit  bien  (es  paroles, 
et  qui  orne  et  embellit:  )a  mstiere  far  iaquelle  il  parle  cu 
ecrit,  perfuadera  m;ei:.x,  e£  obciendra  plus  facilement  ce 
^u'U  fouhaite  ;  qu'un  homme  qui  s'explique  ma!,  qui 
parle  mal  fa  larsgue,  qui  fe  f;rt  de  mots  bas  et  vul^pireSj 
ct  qui  enfin  n'a  ni  grace  ni  elegance  en  tout  ce  qu^sl  dit. 
Or  c''eft  cet  art  de  bien. parler,  qu«  la  RHetorique  enfeigne  j 
ij  q'loiqus  je    ?\e    isjige  cas  a  V2us  y  ejuoncer  encore,  je 
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Tou^rois  p^artant  bien    vous  en  dcnner.quelque  idee  eO!i« 
tenable  an  6  re  age. 

La  premiere  chofe  a  laquelle  vpos  devcas  fairc  attention  ; 
c'eft  de  pa  ler  la  l«*rgue  que  vous  parlez,  dans  fa  dernierc 
purere,  ct  felon  les  regies  dc  la  Giammaire.  Car  il  n'eft 
pas  permis  de  faire  des  "^utes  eonire  la  Grammaire,  ou  de 
i€  fervir  de  mots  qui  ne  font  pas  v^ritablemervr  des  mots. 
Mais  ce  n'cft  p. ft  encore  tcut,  car  il  ne  fuffit  poJr>t  de  lie 
pas  parler  mal  ;  mais  il  faur  parler  bien,  et  Ic  ir.e  lleur 
moL'n  si'y  parvenir  eft  tie  lire  av^'C  aitention  les  meilleurj 
Jivres,  et  de  remaiquer  commsnt  le^  honneiels  g<*ns  et  ceux 
^ui  parlent  le  mieux  s'expriment ,  car  Us  B<  urgeois,  le  petit 
peuple,  les  laquals,  et  les  fervantfs,  tout  cela  parle  mal. 
lis  ont  des  expreffions  baiTes  et  vulgairci,  dorr  ler  honn^ies 
gens  ne  doivent  jamais  fe  fervir  Dc.n?  les  Nombre5,.iIs 
Joipnent  le  fi-gulier  et  !e  pluriel  enf  mb'e  ;  dan&  les 
Genres,  ils  confondent  ie  mafculin  avec  le  feminin  ;  ct 
dans  les  Tems  iJs  prennent  fouvent  I'un  pour  Tautre;. 
Pour  eviter  routes  ces  fauies.  il  fiut  lire  avec  foin  ;  remar- 
quer  le  tour  et  les  expreffions  des  meillcu'-s  au  eirs  ;  et  ne 
jamais  pafisr  unfeul  moi  qu'on  n'entend  p:<s  ou  fur  lequci 
on  a  la  mcin^re  difficu'ie,  f.ns  en  demander  exa6tem(nt 
]a  fignific^Jon.  Par  exempV  :  Qj^and  vous  life^  les 
?v!eramorphofes  d'Ovide.  avec  Monlieur  Martin;  il  faut 
Jul  demander  le  fens,  de  chaque  mot  que  v,ous  ne  fave* 
pas,  et  meme  fi  c'eft  un  mot  dont  on  pent  fe  fervir  en 
profe  aufli  bien  qu'en  vers  :  car,  con  me  je  vous  ai  d'tt 
autrefois.  Ie,  langa^e  pee  iqi^e  eft-  diffei-ert  du  I.irgag^ 
oniinaire  ;  et  il  y  a  bien  des  mot?  dont  on  fe  fert  d ms  la 
poeu^,  qo'on  feroit  fort  mai  .d'emp;  i:  r  dans  la  profe. 
De  meme  qoand  vous  lifi-s  tr  ?■  .•.-c;is.  avpc  Monfieur 
Pelnoe,  den-:andez  lui  U  fens  r'e  ch  que  nomeau  mot  que 
vous  rencontrez  chen-iin  fiiup:  ',  c  iries  ie  de  vou- donner 
des  exemp'es  de  la  maniere  dont  jl  faurs'en  fervir.  Tout 
cec?  ne  demande  qu'un  pfu  d'stiention,  ef  pourtant  il  n'y 
a  r»en  de  plus  utile.  1!  faot  (ri  or)*  qu'un  homme  foit 
re  Pcece  ;*mais  il  peut  (c  fire  Qrateur.  NafcUur  Poeta, 
ft  Orator.  C'eft  a  dife,  qujl'  f«ur  e  r^  re  avec  une  cer- 
tain force  et  vivscite- c'elpric  poui  et(p  P(e;e  ;  mais  qils 
I'attentio-n,  la  l^clure,  ?t  le  travail,  fuffifeni  pour  faire  un 
Orateyir.     Adiei', 

T  R  A-  N  S- 
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TRANSLATION. 

-  -  Bath,  Oclober  the  ijth,  17.^9. 

MY  DEAR  CHILD, 

INDEED  I  believe  ycu  are  the  firft  boy  to  vvkom  (uci«r 
the  age  of  eight  years)  one  ha>  ever- ventured  to  men- 
tion the  figures  of  rhetoric,  as  I  did  in  my  la0  *.  Sat  I 
am  of  opinion,  that  we  cannot  bpgin  to  think  too  yo^jng  ;- 
and.  that  the  art  which  teaches  us  how  to  perfuada  the 
mind  and  toac(i  the  heart,  muft  furely  deferve  the  tz-iht'^: 
attention. 

You  cannot  but  be  convinced,  that  a    man    who  fpeal^s 
and  writes  wi.h  elegance  and  grace,    wh^  makes  choice  of 
good  words,  snd  adonvs  and    embeilifhes    the  fjbjedl  upon 
which  he  either  fpeakes    or  /writes,    will    pcrfuade  betrer, 
and^fucceed  more  eafily  in  obtaining  what  he  wifiies,  than 
a  ma-n  who  does  not    explain    himfelf  clearly,    fpeaks  hjs 
laaguage  ill,    or  makes  ufe  of  low  and  vulgar  exp'-effions, 
and  who  has  neither  grace  nor  elegance  in  aiiy  thing  'hat 
he  fays.     Now  it  is  by  Rhetoric  that  rhe  art   ofjpe;  king 
eloquently  ij   taught  :  and    thoisgh    I     cannot   think    of 
grounding  you  in  it  as  yet,  I  would  wifn   however  to  giv& 
VGU  an  idea  of  it  fuitable  to  your  age. 
^    The  firfl  thing' you  (hcuid  attend  to,    Is  to  fpeak  what- 
ever language  you  do  fpeak,  jn  its  greateilpurity,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  of  Grammar  ;  for  we  inufl  never  of- 
fend againft  Grammar,  nor  make  ufe  of  words  which  are 
no-t  really  words.     This  is  not  ail  :  for  not  tc^fpeak  ill   is 
not  fufScient  ;  we  miHl:  fpeak  well  :  and  the  heft   method 
of  attaining  to  that,  is  to  read  the   beft    authors    with  at- 
tention ;  and  to  obferve  how  people  ot  fafhion   fpeak,  and 
thDfe  who  exprefs  themfdves  belt  ;  fv^r  fhopkeeDers,  cC!T>- 
mon  people,  footmen,    and  maid-fervants,    all    fpeak  "iVu 
They  make  ufe  of  low  and  vulgar  ejcp*effions,' wh'ch  pQO- 
pie  of  rank  never  ufe.     In  Numbers,   chey  join  the    fin^-u- 
lar  and  the  plural  together  ;  in    Genders,    tley  confound 
mafculine  with  feminine  ;  and  in  Tenfes,  they  often  teke 
the  one  for  the  other.     In  order  to  avoid  thefe  fauhs,    we 
muft  read  wit!i-care  ;  obferve  the  turn    and  expreiltons  oi 
the  bell  authors  j  and  not  pafs  a  word    which  we    d:i    .>of- 
N  l^<iie-;h4i  ' 
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QT^derrtancJ,  or  concerning  which  we  have  the  lead  dout*^^ 
without  exaclly  enquiring  ihe  meaning -of  it.  For  exam- 
ple t  When  you  read  Ovid's  Metamorphofcs  with  Mr, 
Martin,  you  fbouidafk  him  the  meaning  of  every  word 
you  do  not  know  ;  and  alfo,  whether  it  is  a  word  ihat  mzy 
he  made  ufe  of  in  profe,  as  well  as  in  verfs  :  for,  as  I 
formerly  fold  you,  the  language  of  poetry  is  diiFertnt  frona 
^hat  v\-A'ch  is  proper  for  common  difconrfe  ;  and  a  man 
^vould  be  to  blame,  to  make  ufc  of  fome  words  in  profe, 
which  are  very  happily  applied  in  poetry.  In  the  fame 
manner,  when  you  read  French  with  Mr.  Feinote,  a  He  him 
icke  meaning  of  every  word  you  meet  wirh^  that  is  new  to 
you  ;  and  defire  him  to  give  you  ex/mples  of  the  various 
ways  in  which  ic  may  fee  ufed.  All  this  requires  only  a 
little  attention  ;  and  yet  there  h  noiliing  more  ufeful.  Iz 
IS  faid,  that  a  man  mull  be  born  a  Poet  ;  but  that  he  can 
njakehimfelf  an  Orator.  Na/(ifurPce/a,ff  Orator,  Thh 
means,  that,  to  be  a  Poet,  one  mull  be  born/ with  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  ftrength  and  vrrachy  of  mimi ;  but  that  at' 
tention,  reading,  and  labour,  are  fufficient  to  form  siPi 
.  Orator.     Adieu. 
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BaiH,  O'£lober  the  2§th,  lyv^- 
BEAR  B0% 

THoVgh  Poeiry  dlfc-rs  teucli  from  Oratory  in  many 
things.}  yet  it  makes  ufe  of  the  fame  frgures  ©"f. 
Rhetoric  ;  nay,  it  abounds  in  metaphors,  iimiWes,  £.ii4 
allegories  ;  and  you  may  learn  the  psrity  of  the  language, 
and  the  ornameiits  of  eloquence,  as  well  by  readiiig  v&r.^ 
as  profe.  Poetical  didion,  that  is  poetical  language,  is 
?,noje  fublime  and  lofty  U*an  profe  ;  and  tskeg  liberties  which 
^re  not  allowed  m  profe\  and  are  called  Poetical  Licencies, 
This  diilercnce  between  verk  and  profe  you  will  cafily  o5- 
iixv^^  3.f  you-  read  them  both  witn  attention.  In  verfe, 
things  are  feldorn  faid  plainly  and  fimply,  as. _  one  would 
fay  ihcavin  profe  ;  but  they  are  defcribed  and  ^jmbeliifhed. 
As  for  example  :  What  you  hear  the  watchman  fay  ofuT, 
in  three  wor?»s,    /^  cloudy  m^rrA'^g^  is  faid  thus  in  vejfe,  isa 

"'■'Si'  '  _ 
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'«  The  dawn  5s  overcaft,  tlse  morning  toisv'rs, 
"^  And  heavily  m  clouds  brings  on  the  dsy.'* 

This  is  poetical  di<5lion  ;>hich  would  be  improper  iti 
profe,  though  eacbx  word  feparately  may  be  ufedin  profe. 
I  will  give  you,,  here,  a  Very  pretty  copy  of  vejfcs  of 
Mr.  Wallei^i,  which  is  extremely  poetical,  and  folJ  of 
images^  It  is  to  a  Imdy  who  played  upon  the  lute.  Tht 
lute  by  the  way,  is  an  inilrument  with  many  ftrings,  whicf? 
are  played  upon  by  the  Angers. 

■"  Such  moving  founds  from  fach  a  carel^fs  touch, 
"*  So  little  fhs  concern'd,  and  v/e  fo  much. 
*'  The  trembling  Urings  about  her  fingers, crowd  ^ 
*'  And  tell  ^heir  jay,  for  evQty  kifs,  aloud. 
•«*  Small  force  there  needs  to  make  them  tremble  fb  2 
^*  Touch'd  by  that  hand,  who  would  not  tremble  too  r 
*•'  Here  lt)ve  takes  ftand,  and,  while  fhe  charms  the  eajj 
'**  Empties  his  quiver  on  the  liiVriing  dttr. 
**  MufiC  fo  foftecs  and  difarm^  the  mind, 
'^*  That  not  one  arvovy  can  reliilance  nnd, 
**  Thus  the  fair  tyrarit  celebrates  the  prize^ 
**  And  a(fls  hcrfelf  the  triumph  of  her  eyego 
<*  So  Nero -once,  with  harp  in  hand,  furv'ey'd 
*'  His  iaraing  Rome  ;  and  as  it  bunu,  he  plsy'd.'" 

Mind  all  the  poedcal  beauties  of  thefe  verfes.  ^He  fop- 
pofes  the  founds  of  the  firings,  when  ihe  touches  ihem,  ;o^ 
be  the  expreiTion  of  their  joy  for  kiOlng  her  fingers,  T^ ens- 
he  coanpares  tlfe  trembling*  of  the  ftrings  :o  the  trembling 
of  a  lover,  who  is  fappofed  to  rerable  with  joy  and  awe 
when  touched  by  the  perfon  he  loves.  He  repielenri  Loy^ 
(who,  you  know,  is  defciibid  as  a  litie  boy,  with  a  btjy*, 
arrows,  arrd  a  q-iiver)  ss  ftanding  by  ker,  ~apd  (kooting  hi» 
arrows  at  people's  heai-r.fi,  vvhiie  her  rnafiC  {oflQaB  and  dif- 
r-«rm3  them.  Thea  he  concludes  with  mu  fine  iumle  of 
Nero,  a  very  cruel  Roman  Emperor,  who  fet  Rome  oa 
fire,  and  played  on  the  liarp  all  the  while  it  was  biM-nintr  ; 
for,  as  Love  is  reprefented  by  (he  Poets  as  (ire  and  flinics  • 
fo  Cae,  v^hije  people  were  burning  for  '--ve  of  her,  yi^jed^ 
as  Nero  did  while  Rome  which  he  had  fej;  on  fire  ws..- 
hurni'.ig,  Piav  get  thef^  verfea  by  heart  a^vtirdl  1  i-'c  voc 
Adi«u.  "  ■  •  '       " 
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You  will  obferve,  that  thefe  verfes  are  alt  long  cr  heroic 
verf-s  ;  that  is,  "of  ten  fy.'lables,  or  five  feet  ;  for  a  foot  is 
two  fyllables. 
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A  Bath,  ce  29eme  d'Octobre,   1739. 

MON  CHER  FNP-iNT, 
^I  i'on  peilt  etre  trop  modelle,  vous  Teres,  et  vous  me-. 
3^  ritez  plus  que  vous  ne  dcmandez.  Une  canne  a  pom- 
jne  d'ambe,  et  une  paire  de  boucles,  font  des  recompenfes 
ires  modiques  pour  ce  que  vous  fait'es,'et  j'y  ajouterai  bien 
q  it.lque  autre  chofe.  La  modeflie  eft  une  tres  bonne  qua- 
liie,  qui  accompagne  ordinalrement  !e  vr'ai  me/ite.  Rieti 
tie  gagne  et  ne  prcvient  plus  Jfes  efprits  que  la  modeftie  ; 
comme,  3u  conuaire,  rien  ne* cheque  et  ne  rebute  plus  que 
}a  piefuiiiption'  et  Teffrcnterie.  On  n'aime  pas  un  hom- 
sp,e,  Qui  veut  tcuj'ours  fe  faire  valoir,  qui  parie  avarta- 
geufciTient  le  lui-meme,  etqui  efl  toujours  le  heros  ce  Ton 
propre  Roman.  Au  conrraire,  un  homme  qui  cache,  pour 
ainfi  di>e,  ion  propie  nnerite,  qui  releve  celui  des  autres,  et 
qui  parle  pe*j  et  rnodeilement  de  lui-meme,  gagre  ies  ef- 
prifs.  et  (e  fait  eflimer  et  aimer, 

Mais^il  y  a,  aufli,  bien  de  la  difference  entre  la  modellie, 
etlamauvaiieh^nte  ;  autsnt  la  modeftieeillouable,  autant  la  ^ 
mauvaifc  honte  dl  ridicule.  II  re  faut^ron  plus  -eirc  un 
pigaud»  qa'un  efi'ronte  ;  et  il  faut  favcir  fe  psefenter,  parler 
sux  gens,  et Jeur  repoi.dre,  fans  eire  decontesiance  ou  em- 
baraifs.  Les  Angkis  font  pour  i'cidinaire  niga&ds  ;  et  r/ont 
pas  ces  iTjanieres  ai'ecs,  et  ubres,  mais  en  ijieme  {ems  polies, 
qu'ont  ics  rVaii9ois.  Remarqucz  done  les  Francois,  et 
imhez  les,  dasus  leur  maniere  dfe  fe  piefcntcr,  et 
d'aborder  les  gfris.  Ua  bourgeois^,  ou  un  compagnard,' 
a  honte  quand  il  ie  preTenie  dans  une  coinpagnie  ; 
il  eft  efr.baralTe,  ne  fiit  q!-;e  fai^e  de  fes 'maii^s,  fe 
cement^ c^uand  vu  )ui°p  ^rle,  et  re  repond  qu'avtc  cmba^ 
ras,  et  pu-fqu'en  begaiant  :  au  lieu -qo'un  honrecc  hcn)tr>e, 
qui  f^ait  vivre,  fe  prefente  avcc  afiurgnce  et  de -bonne 
grace  ;  paile  meme  aux  gens  qu'il  ne  connoi-t  p?.s,  fifis 
<:'&mhhTc{Tcr,  et  d'uce  maniere  tout  a  fait  nat-urelle,  et  ait'e-i. 
VoiJa  ce  qui  s'«ippelie  avoir  du  monde,  et  favoir  vivre, 
qui 'cft  uii  anicic"   tits    important    dans    le    ccmmej-c?e  da 

raonde. 
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moide,  II  arrive  fouvent  ;  qu'un  hommequi  a  beaucoup 
d'efprit  et  qui  ne  f9ait  pas  vivre,  eft  moms  bien  re9u, 
qu'un  homme  qui  a  lihoins  d'efprit,  mais  qui  a  du  monde. 

Cet  objet  merice  bien  vorre  attention  ;  penfez  y  done, 
ct  joignez  la  modellie  a  une  aiTurance  polie  et  aifee.   Adiea. 

Je  269013  dans  le  moment  voire  lettre  du  27,  qui  ell  ties 
bien  ecriic, 

TRANSLATION. 

Bath,  October  the' 29th,  3739, 
MY  DEAR  CHILD,         .       j  ' 

IF  it  is  pclTiale  to  be  too  modeft,  you  are  ;  and  you  d«' 
f-sfve  more  than  you  require.  An  amberheaded  cane, 
ani  a  pair  of  buckles,  are  a  recom pence  fo  far  from  being 
adequate  to  your  deferts,  that  I  fii^ll  add  fomething  more. 
Modeily  i$  a  very  good  quality,  and  which  ^generally  ac- 
companies true  nierir  :  it  engages  and  captivates  the  minds 
©f  people  ;  asyjon  the  other  hand,  nothing  is  more  Qiock- 
itig  and  difguilful,  than  prefumption  and  impudence.  We 
cannof  like'a  man  who  is  always  commending  and  fpeak- 
ing  Wi^Il  ef  himfelf,  and  who  is  the  hero  of  his  own  ilory. 
Oa  the  contrary,  a  man  who  endeavors  to  conceal  his  own 
merit  ;  who  fs:s  that  .of  other  people  in  its  true  light  ; 
who  fpeaks  but  little  of  hinnfelf,  and  with  modefty  :  fuch 
a  man  mak^es  a  favourable  impreilioh  upon  the  underhand- 
ing  of  his  hearers,  and  acquirer  their  love  and  eiteem. 

There  is,  however,  a  great  difference  betweeji  modt^fly 
and  an  awkward  bafhfijlnefs  ;  which  is  as  rldi^ljlous  as 
true  modefty  is  coraraeadab'e.  I c  is  as  abfurd  to  be  a  iim-* 
pleton,  as  to  be  an  impudent  fellow  ;  and  one  ought  to 
know  how  to  come  into  a  room,  fpeak  to  people,  and  aa- 
fwer  them,  without  bei og  out  of  countenance,  or  wirhouc 
embarrad'aient.  The  Eng:i{h  are  generally  apt  to  be  bafh- 
ful  ;  and  have  not  thofe  eafy,  free,  and  at  the  fame  time 
polite  manners,  which  the  French  have.  A  meaa  fellow, 
OT  a  country  bumpkin,  is  ailnaraed  when  he  comes  into 
good  company  :- he  appears  embarraki^id,  does  nofknow 
what  to  do  with  his  hands,  is  di;.cdncerced  when  fpoketi 
to,  anfvvers  with  difficulty,  and  almbil  fcammers  :  whereas 
a  gentleman,  who  is  ufcd  to  the  world,  ccmss  into  compa- 
,n/  with  3  graceful  and   proper   afTaraace,    fpaaks  even  to 
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people  he  does  not  know,  without  embarrafTm^nt,  aiid  in 
a  natural  alid  eafy  manner.  This  is  called  uTage  of  tht 
wofld,  and  good-breeding  :  .a  moft  ftece3*ary  and  impor- 
tant knowledge  in  the  in  >rCourfe  cf  life.  It  frequentJy 
happens,  that  a  man  with  a  gtekt  deal  of  fenfe,  but  with* 
Utile  ufage  of  tSe  world,  is  not  fo  well  received  as  one  of 
inferior  parts,  but  with  a  gentleman-like  behaviour 

Thefe  are  matters  v/orthy  your  attention  ;  reflecl  oa 
them,  and  uni*^e  modefty  to  a  polite  and  eafy  afTurancCt 
Adieu. 

I  this  inflaat  receive  yoar  letter  of  the  27th,  which  is 
yejy  weli  writren. 


LETTER      XXXIV. 

Bath,  November  the  ift,  1739. 
S>EAR  BOY, 

LET  us  return  to  Oratory,  or  the*art  of  ipeaking  well  ; 
which  fhould  never  bs  endrely  out  of  your  thoughts, 
iirK:e  it  is  (o  uftrfd  in  every  part  of  life,  and  fo  abfolutely 
nece/Tary  in  moil.  A  ma.n  can  make  no  iigure--withoat  ic, 
in  Parliament,  in  the  Church,  or  in  the  Law  ;  and 'even 
in  common  converfation,  a  man  th^t  has  acquired  an  eafy 
and  habitual  eloquence,  who  fpeaks  properly  and  accurate- 
ly, will  have  a  great  advantage  over  thofe  who  fp??ak  in- 
Corre<fl]y  and  inelegantly. 

The  btifinefs  of  Oratoiy,  aa  I  hnve  told  you  before,  is  t« 
perfuade  people  ;  &nd  you  eafily  feel,  that  to  pleafe -peo- 
ple is  a  great  llep  towards  per fuiding  them.  You  muft  then, 
confequently,  be  fenfiblc  how  advantageous  it  is  for  a  man, 
who  fpeaks  in  public,  whether  it  be  in  Parliament,  in  the 
Pulpir,  or  at  the  Bar  (chat  is,  in  the  Courts  of  Law),  to 
pleafe  his  hearers  fo  much  as  to  gain  their  attendon  : 
which  he  can  never  do,  without  the  help  of  Oratory.  It 
is  not  enough  to,  {pcrj.lz  the  langu<;ge,  he  fpeaks  in,  in  Its 
utmoll  parity,  and  according  to  the  rules  of  Grammar  : 
but  he  muH  fpeak  it  elegantly  ;  that  is,  he  muft  chufe  th.? 
befl:  and  rp.oA  expreilive  word?>  and  put  thetn  in  the  befl: 
order.  He  fhould  likewife  stdcrn  what  he  fays  by  proper 
metaphors,  Smiles,  and  other  figures  of  Rhetoric  ;  and  hs 
ibvyuld  enliven  it,  if  he  can,  by  quick  and  fprightly  turn* 

of 
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0iswit,  for  example  :  Suppofe  yoe  hz6  a  jnlnd  to  per- 
fuade  Mr.  Maittaire  to  give  you  a  holyday,  would  yoo 
bluntly  fay  to  him,  Give  nie  a  holyday  ?  That  would  cer- 
tainly not  be  the  way  to  perfuade  him  to  it.  But  ypn 
ihauld  endeavor  firft  to  pleafe  him,  and  gain  his  attention, 
by  telling  him,  that  y^ur  experience  of  his  goodnefs  and 
indulgence  encouraged  you  to  alk  a  favour  of  him  ;  that, 
if  he  flioald  not  think  proper  to  grant  it,  at  leaft  yo« 
hoped  he  would  not  take  it  ill  that  you  a&ed  it.  The» 
you  Ihould  rell  him  what  it  was  that  you  wanted  ;  that  it 
was  a  holyday  :  for  which  ycu  fhould  give  your  rea/cns  | 
as,  that  j^ou  fjad  fuch  or  fuck  a  thing  to  do,  or  fach  a  place 
to^o  to.  Then  you  might  u^ge  fome  arguments  why 
he  fhould  not  rcfufe  you  ;  as,  that  you  have  felddm 
aiked  that  favour,  and  that  you  feldom  will  ;  and 
that  the  mind  may  fcmetimes  require  a  little  reH 
from  labour,  as  well  as  the  body.  This  you  siay  il- 
luftrate  by  a  fimile  ;  and  fay,  that  as  the  bow  is  the  itron- 
ger  for  being  fometimes  un^rung  and  unbent,  fo  the  mind' 
will  be  capable  of  more  attention  for  being  now  and  thea 
cafy  and  relaxed. 

This  is  a  liule  oration,  ^t  for  fueh  a  little  orator  as  yoa  s 
But,  however,  it  will  mz'ke  you  underhand  what  is  mean^ 
hy  oratory  and  ebquence  ;  which  is,  ta  perfuade.  I  hope 
you  will  have  ihst  talent  hereafter  in  greater  matters. 


L     E    T    T    F,    R      XXXV. 

A-Jovember  the  20th,  I7S«. 
I5SAR  BOY,  .      , 

/^  S  you  are  now  reading  the  Roman  Hitlory,  I  hope 
^IJL  y^"  ^^  ^  ^'^'^  ^hat  care  and  atret-.tion  which  it  de- 
ferves.  ,The  utility  of  Hillcry  cohfiils  prlncipeliy'  j>.  the 
cxan-iples  it  gives  us  of  the  vir''.r^^  3;»'i  vices  of  thofe  who 
!t5ve  gone  be;^ore  us  :  upon  v  :;  c  r  >. :  cught  tomake  the 
proper  obicryation^s,  HyAvT'j  ^"lii'ce'=  and  -sxches  u^  to 
the  love  and  the  pniB-xc^  of  ^fi ■':■:.(:.  ■  by  fhj^ving  us  the  r^?'- 
gard  and  veneration  ch?.v  v  ..-  .•('-■•ays  ,p%id  to  giear  c;rid 
virtuous  mea  in  the  Uu\?i  i::  v'lijch  they  fivedi  snd  th- 
P^^!^:^   '     "      '  "  ■    '^  '-'    "■'     '■■:"  r.?.~'--i%    ??re    pc;r pctu a te^d 

^aa    ,.  .^,-    .-   ■  ■    -,:   ■. ..:    :.r;^i.      Tb-:  RofflrtP  HiVro^./ 
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furniflies  more  examples   of  virtue   and  magnanimity,  or 
greatncfs  of  mind,    than    any    otKer.     It  was  a-coramoii 
thing  to  fee  their  Confuls  and  Did^ators  (who,  you  know,^ 
were  their  chief  Magiftrates)    taken    from  the  plough,    to 
lead  their  arnnies  againft  their  enemies  ;  and,  af  er  vi£^o- 
ry,  returning    to  their  plough  again,  and  paffing    the  reft 
of  their  lives  in  modeft  retirement  ;  a   retirement    more 
glorious,  if  poffible,  than  the  viiftories    that   p^ececiedit  ! 
Many  of  their  greateft  men    died  fo  poor,    that  ihey  were 
buried  at  the  expence  of  the  public,      Curius,  who  had   no 
jnoney  of  his  own,    refufed  a  great  funa  that  ihe  Samnites 
offered  him,  faying,  That  he  faw  no  glory  in  having  mo- 
ney himfelf,  but  in  commanding  thofe   that  had.     Cicero 
relates  it  thus  :    **  Curio  ad  foeutn  fedenti  magnum   auti 
*'  potidus  Samnites    cum    attulijfent ^    ripudiaii    ab  io  funt, 
*'  iVtfa  enim  aurum  habere  praclarum  Jibi  'videri,  fed  its  qui 
**  haberent  aurum  impe)rare.^*     A^id    Fabricius,    who  had 
often  commanded  the  Roman  armies,    and   as   often   tri- 
umphed over  their  enemies,    was   found    by  his    fire-fide, 
eating  thofe  roots  and  herbs  which  he  had  planted  and  cul- 
tivated himfelf  in  his  own   field.     Seneca   tells   it    thus  : 
Fabricius  ad  fee  urn  <cenat  illcs  ipfas    radices  ^  quas^    in  egfO 
repurgando^  iriumphalis  Senex  ^uljlt.     Scipio,  a/cer  a  vic- 
tory he  had  obAined  in  Spain,  found  among  the  prifcners 
a  young  Princefs  of  extreme  beauty,  who,  he  was  inform- 
ed, was  fooh  to  have  been  married  to  a  man  of  quality  of 
that  country.     He  ordered  her  to  be   entertained   and  at- 
tended with  the  fame  care  zvA   relpedl  as  if  fhe   had  been 
in  her  father's  houfe  ;  and,    as    foon  as  he  cbuld  find  her 
lover,  he  gave  her  to  ,him,  and  added    to   her  portion    the 
moaey  that  her  father  had  brought  for  her  ranfom.     Va- 
lerius Maxirflus  fays,  E^imiee p7  tr^  •virgivem  accerfjis  fa- 
rentibus;  et /ponfo  in'violctam  ir^xMh^  et  Jwvenis^et  Ccelebs, 
et  ViStor,     Thfs  was  a  mofc  glorious   e'xiimple  of  modera- 
ticn,  continence,  and  gcnerofity,    which  .  gained  him    the 
hearts  of  all  the  people  of  Srain  ;  and  made  thtm  iay.  a? 
L^-'v  :.c!ls  us,   fehij/}    Dri:  jim'ili::ium  j  'venemy     ^jinc.hUm 
r^mnia^  cum  armis,  tuvi  beniriuictE  ac  he?:rj:ciis, 

Sfch  are  the  re•A':''-d^  fba*:  ?;h^^?>y5  crcwi!  virtue;  and  fucH 
the  charaiElers  that  yoi;  C^juld  in)it;ite,  if  ypu  vculd  be  » 
great  and  a  good  m^,  ^^vbich  is  (he  only  v^ay  fo  he  i;  h;']  ry 
Oil*.     AdiciK 

I,     E     T» 
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L    E    T    T    E    R      XXXVL 

Monday^ 
bEAR  BOY. 

1-  Was  very  forry  that  Mr.  Maittaii-e  did  ifiot  give  me 
fuch  an  account  of  you  yefterday  as  I  wifhed  and  ex- 
^efted.  He  takes  fo  much  pains  to  teach  you,  that  h« 
Well  deferves  from  you  the  returns  of  care  and  attention, 
Befides,  prav  confider,  now  that  you  have  ju illy  got  the 
reputation  of  knowing  much  more  than  other  boys  of  your 
age  do,  how  Hiameful  it  would  be  for  you  to  lofe  it  ;  and 
to  let  other  boys,  that  are  now  bshiftd  you,  get  before  youi, 
If  you  would  but  have  attention,  you  have  quicknefs 
enough  ro  conceive,  and  tneihory  eitough  to  retain  ;  but, 
without  attention;  while  you  are  learning,  aH  thb  cime  yoii 
employ  at  your  book  is  thrown  away  ;  and  your  iliame 
will  be  the  greater,  if  you  fhould  be  ignorant,  when  you 
had  fach  opportunities  of  learning.  An  ignorant  man  is 
inflgnificant  and  contemptible  ;  nobody  6jres  for  his  com- 
pany, and  he  can  juR  be  fald  to  live,  and  that  is  ali. 
There  is  a  very  pretty  £^ reach  Epigram,  upon  the  deaili 
bf  fuch  an  ignorant,  infigajiicanc  felloe,  the  fling  or" 
which  is,  that  all  than  can  be  faiti  of  him  is.  that  he  w^p. 
once  alive,  -and  that  he  is,  now  dead,-  This  is  ihi  E^i^ 
^ram>  which  you  nisy  get  by  heait  4 

Colas  eft  mart  di  maladiSt 
7a  vtux  que  fen  pieure  le  forff 
^e  diabU  njeux  tu  que  fen  die  ^ 
Cslus  'fvivott.  Cuius  eji  msrt^ 

'tzke  care  hot  to  deferve  the  name  oFCoks  -,  v?kich  I  (nail 
Certainly  give  you,  if  you  do  not  lesjn  weli  :  and  iheu  ih.u 
aanje  will  gtt  aboutj  and  every  body  will  call  you  Culas  i 
which  wi}4  be  mueh  w'Ovfe  than^FrJiky* 

You  are  now  reading  Mr.  Rollih's  ancient  Hinory  ; 
pray  reriieniber  to  haVe  your  juapa  by  you,  vvh<;ii  you  read 
it  j  and  defire  Monfieur  Pelnote  to  fhow  yoa,  in  tb^  mkp. 
%\[  the  places  you  read  ©f.     Adieu. 


#  L   it.  r^ 
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LETTER      XXXVIL 

BEAR  BOY,   _  .  Satur^ajr. 

SINCE  you  chufe  the  name  of  Polyglot,  I  hope  you  wilJ 
take  care  to  icitvve  it  ;  which  you  can  only  do  by 
care  and  application  I  confefs  the  names  of  Friflcy,  and 
Colas,  are  not  quite  fo  honorable  5  but  then,  remember 
too,  that  there  cannot  be  a  ttronger  ridicule,  than  to  call 
a  man  by  an  honorable  name,  when  he  is  known  not  to 
deferve  it.  For  example  :  it  would  be  a  raanifeft  irony 
to  call  a  very  ugly  feliow  an  Adonis,  (^vho,  you  know, 
was  fo  handfome,  that  Venus  herfelf  fell  in  Icve  with 
iiim)  ;  or  to  call  a  cowardly  fellow  an  Alexander,  or  an 
ignorant  fellow  Folyglot;  for  every  bpdy  would  difcover 
the  fneer  :  and  Mr.  Pope  obferves  very  truly,  that 

«<  Praife  undeferv'd  is  fatire  in  difguife." 

Next  tathr  doing  of  things  that  delerve  to  be  written, 
£]i«re  is  nothing  ',hat  gets  s  man  more  credit,  or  gives  hint 
siiore  pleafure,  than  to  wrice  things  that  deferve  to  be  read. 
The  younjrer  Pliny  (for  there  were  two  Plinys,  the  uncle 
and  the.  nepheiv)  expreifes  it  thus  :  **  $ouidetn  beatos  pute, 
**  qui  bus  Deorum  munere  datum  efl^  aut  facer  e  jcrihenda, 
**  aut  legenda  Jcribere  ;    heatijimris  vtro  quihus  utrumquiJ*^ 

Pray  mind  yoar  Greek  particularly  ;  for  co  know  Greek 
very  well,  is  to  be  really  learned  :  tnere  n  no  great  credit 
in  knowing  Laris,  for  every  body  knows  it  ;  and  ic  is  on- 
ly a  fhame  not  to  knpw  it.  Beiides  that,  ycu  will  under- 
ftand  Latin  a  great  deal  the  better  ior  underftanding  Greek 
very  well,  ;  a  great  num-be'r  of  Latin  words,  erpecinlly  ths 
the  technical  words,'  bein*  derived  from  the  Greek.  Tech- 
nical wo'-ds,  mean  foch  particuuir  words  as  re;at«  to  any 
au  or  fcie.nce  ;  hoxn  the  Greek  warn  x<cXni  which  figrii- 
iiti  Art,  and  rsXi'tx.o?.  which  (igniiies  Artificial.  ThuSj 
a  Didiionary,  that  explains  the  terms  of  art!|^  is  called  ^ 
Lexicon:  Technlcum,  or  a  Technical  ©i£tionary.     Adisa, 


I 


L    Sr    T    T    £    R      XXXVni. 

Longford,  June  the  ^-^c.,  i-^c/:^. 
DEAR  BOY, 
Write  to  you  now,    in  the  fuppofition  that  you  con- 
tinue ta  deferve  mv  attention  as  much  as  you  did  wher 
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I  Itft  LofiQon  I  and  that  Mr.  Mautaire  would  commend 
you  as  much  now,  as  he  did  the  laft  time  he  was  with  me ; 
for  oihervvjfe.  you  know  v?ry  well  that  1  fhould  not  con- 
cern my felf  about  you.  Take  care,  therefore,  that,  when 
I  come  to  fown,  I  ir»ay  not  find  myfelf  miftaken  in  the 
good  opinion  I  entertained  of  you  in  my  abfence. 

I  hope  you  have  got  the  Imnecs  and  bolifinches  you  fa 
much  wanted  ;  and  I  lecorainend  the  bullfinches  to  your 
imitation.  Bullfinche«,  you  muft  know,  have  no  natural 
note  of  their  own,  and  never  iing  uniefs  taught  ;  but  will 
learn  tunes  better  than  any  other  birds.  This  they  do  by 
aue«tion  and  memory  ;  and  you  may  obferve,  that,  while 
they  aje  taught,  they  liilen  wish  great  care,  and  rever 
jump  about  and  k-ck  their  heels.  Now  I  really  think  it 
would  be  a  great  ih'ame  for  you  to  b;^  outdone  by  your 
own  bulifinch. 

I  take  it  for  granted,  that  by  your  late  care  and  atten* 
ticn,  you  are  now  perfedl  in  Latin  verfes  ;  end  th^t  you 
may  at  prefent  be  called,  what  Horancedefired  to  be  called, 
Roman fg  jidic€n  Lyrae-  Your  Greek  toe,  I  dare  fay,  keeps 
pace  with  yourLadn  ;  and  you  have  ail  your  paradigms 
nd  ungutn. 

YoA  cannot  iniagiiie  what  alterations  and  improvements 
I  expe^  to  ftnd  every  day,  noy-'  that  you  are  more  than 
Odennis.  And,  at  this  age,  nan  pr&gredi^  would  be  regredi  ; 
which  would  be  very  (haaicfui. 

Adieu  i  Do  not  write  to  me-;  for  I  fl;a]]  be  in  no  fet- 
sled  place  to  receive  letters  while  1  am  in  the  countf;'. 


•       -LETTER       XXXIX, 

Lon^lon,  June  the  25'th,   1740. 
DEAR  BOY, 

AS  I  know  you  love  reading.  I  f-nd  you  rK's  b.>ck  ^of 
your  amufement,  f?nd  not' by  way  of  talk  or  rtuJy„ 
It  is  an.Hiftc-rical,  Chrfuiological.  fivA  GfogrHphical  Die- 
tionr^ry  ;  in  which  you  may  End  slmoft  cveiy  tii^"-;!;  yoii 
can  defife  to  know,  whether  ancieat  cr*modern.  A 3  liif- 
torical,  it  gives  you  the  hiitory  of  all  renia.  kable  pu(.y,u 
and  things  ;  as  Carono'ogicaL  1%  te'ls  ycu  the  time  v/ncd 
thofe  perfons  Hved,  a-^d  when  thofe  thinps  wese  6ox■i>^  ;  sr^i 
as  Geographical,  itaefcribe^  the  ii;uadGn  orcountries  v.r-.^ 


l£  LORD  CHESTERFIELD*5 

diies.  For  example  :  Wou1<3  you  know  who  Ariftidet 
the  Juft  was,  you  wil)  find  there,  that  he  was  of  Athens  5 
that  his  diftinguiihed  honefty  and  integrity  acquired  him 
the  name  ol  JuH,  the  rnoft  glorious  appellation  a  man  can 
Jjave.  You  y>i\\  likewife  find,  that  he  dbmnianded  the 
Athenian  army,  at  thjs  battle  of  Platga,  where  Mardonius, 
the  Ferfian  General,  was  deleated,  and  his  ariny  of  three 
hundred  thoufand  men  utierlv  deftroyed  j  and  that,  for 
all  thefe  viruses,  he  was  bani&ed  Athens  by  the  Oflracifm. 
You  will  then  (it  may  be)  be  curious  to  know  what  the 
Oilracirm  is.  If  you  look  for  it,  you  will  find,  that  the 
^rheniars  being  very  jealous  of  their  liberties,  which  they 
thought  were  the  moft  in  danger  from  thofe  whofe  virtue 
and  merit  inade  them  the  moft  popular,  (that  is,  recom- 
xnendcd  them  moft  to  the  favour  of  the  people),  cont:ive4 
this  Ofttacifm  ;  by  which,  if  fix  hundred  people  gave  in 
the  nrnifcf  any  ere  m?r,  written  vpon  a  fheli,  that  per- 
fon  was  immediately  banifhed  for  ten  years. 

.^s  to  Chronology,  would  you  know  when  Charlemain 
was  made, Eiriperor  of  chs  Weft  ;  look  fjr  the  article  of 
Charlemagne  ;  and  you  will  find,  that,  being  already 
jnafter  of  all  Germany,  France,  and  great  part  of  Spain 
and  Italy,  he  was  declared  Emperor,  m  the  year  Sco. 

As  to  the  Geographical  part,  -if  you  would  krcw  the 
fiMjarion  of  apv  town,  or  Cf-untrv,  th?.t  you  tf^zd  pf ;  as 
for  inOarxe,  Perfepolis  ;  you  will  fi.d  where  It  was  fvu- 
atcd.  bv  \vhom  founded,  and  that  it  was  burnt  by  A:ex- 
ance-  rhe  Great,  at  the  inftigation  Xii'nh  miftrefs  Thais, 
iw  a  -r-^Rkcn  riot.  In  Ihoit,  }on  will  ftnd  a  thoufand  fn- 
rert?i5-)!n^!  itories  to  divert  you,  whf  n  yen  have  leifure  from 
vo.ir  Mi!cies  or  yeur  pi^iV  ;  fbr  en?  moA  i'.Hr^y?  he  doJiig 
i^j'aehu.^,  2nd  rever  IfVifh  away  io  vaKu^hle  a  thing  as 
'-'■v:'  '     -.'hich,     if  o.-Cc;    loPc,    can    never    be     regained. 


XL. 


Philippus    Chei'l-rriield '  parvj'o    fuo   Pbllippo   Sfaohope, 
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nip  GRATA  mihi  faU  eplflola  ti?a,  quam  nupersccepi  J 
'ekganter  tmm  fcrrpts  erat,  et  polllceus  te  fommam 
•  opera  ii^ 
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»peram  daturutti  ut  veras  laudes  merito  adipifci  pofiis, 
Sed,  ut  plane  dicam  ;  valde  fupicor  te,  in  ea  fcribenda, 
optimara  et  erudiiiffimum  adjatorem  habuiflc  ;  qao  duce 
et  aufpice,  nee  eieganiia,  nee  dbftrma,  nee  quicquid 
prorfus  eft  dignura  fapiente  bonnoque,  unquam  tibi  deeffe 
poterit.  IHum  ergo  ut  quam  diligenter  colas,  te  etiam 
atque  etiam  rage  ;  et  quo  magis  eum  omni  officio,  amore, 
9t  obfequlo  perfequeris,  eo  magis  te  me  ftudiofum  et 
obfervantem  exiftimabo. 

Dus  feptimans  mihi  ad  has  aquas  bibendas  fuperfan^; 
antequam  in  urbem  revertam  ;  tunc  cura,  ut  te  in  dies 
do£liorem  inveniatn.  Animo,  attentione,  rtiajore  dili» 
gentia,  opus  eft.  Prsemia  loboris  et  induftriae  nine  afferam, 
B  modo  te  dignum  prsbeas  ;  fia  aliter,  fegnidei  pcsnas 
(siabis.     Vale. 

T  R  A  N  S  L  A  T  l"o  N. 

Fhilip  Chefterfield  to  his   dear  little  Philip  Stanhope, 

YOUR  laft  letter  afforded  me  very  great  fatisfadlionj 
both  as  it  was  elegantly  penned,  and  becaufe  yoa 
protnifs  in  iiito  take  great  pains  to  attain  deferveily  true 
praife.  But  I  muft  tell  yoa  ingenaouHy,  that  I  fofpedL 
very  much,  your  having  had,  in  coaipofirg  it,  the  ^ffiftance 
of  a  good  and  able  mafter  ;  under  whofe  eondcl^  and  in- 
llruftion  it  will  be  your  own  fault  if  you  do  not  acqaire 
elegancy  of  ftyle,  learning,  and,  in  (hort,  e\€ry  thing  elfe 
|>ecoraing  a  wife  and  virtuous  perfon.  I  eamelHy  intreat 
-jou,  therefore,  to  imitate  carefully  fogooi  a  pattern  j  and, 
the  more  attention  and  regard  you  fho%v  for  him,  the 
more  I  ftiall  think  you  love  and  refpedl  me. 

I  fhall  continue  here  a  fortnight  longer,  drinking  thefe 
waters,  before  I  retu-rn  to  town  ;  let  me  then  find  yoa 
fenfibly  improved  is  your  learning.  You  mail  furnmcj^ 
greater  refoiution  and  diligence.  I  iha;!  bring  you  prefent^ 
from  hence,  which  you  iiali  receive  ss  rewards  of  your 
gppUcadon  and  induRry,  provided  i  fii:d  you  deferving  of 
them;  if  oiherwife,  expett  reproof  and  chaitifenient  fcp 
•uQnv  iloth.     Farsv^ell. 
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LETTER      XLL 

-Tunbridge,  July  the  i8rh,   lyiQ, 
DEAR  BOY, 

AFtsr  Spatia  and  Athens,  Thebes  and  Cerinthwere 
the  mott  confiderable  cities  in  Greece.  Thebes  was 
in  Boeotia,  a  province  of  Greece,  famous  for  its  thick, 
foggy  air,  and  for  the  dullnefs  and  ftupidity  of  its  inha- 
J>itant3  ;  infomuch  that  calling  a  man  a  Boeotian,  was  the 
fame  as  calling  hira  a  ftupid  fellow  :  and  Horace,  fpeaking 
of  a  dull  heavy  fellow,  fa)^s,  Bceotum  jurares^  crejfo  in 
cere,  natum. 

However,  Thebes  made  iifelf  very  confiderable,  for  a 
time,  under  the  condu^  of  Epaminondas,  who  was  one  cf 
the  greatefl:  and  raoii  virtuoas  charadters  of  all  antiquity. 
Thebes,  like  ali  the  refi:  of  Greece,  U\\  under  the  abfohue 
dominion  of  the  Kings  ofMacedon  Alexander*^  fucceflbrs. 
Thebes  was  founded  by  Cadmus,  who  firft  brought  letters 
into  Greece,  O  dipus  was  king  of  Thebes  ;  whofe  very 
remarkable  flory  is  worth  your  reading 

The  city  of  Corinth  fometimes  made  a  figure  in  defence 
of  the  common  liberties  of  Greece  ;  but  was  chieHy  con- 
fiderable upon  account  of  its  great  trade  and  commerce  ; 
which  enriched  it  fo  much,  and  introduced  fo  much  luxury, 
that,  when  it  was  burnt  by  Mummius  the  R.o,man  Conful, 
the  number  of  golden,  fiiver,  brafs,  and  copper  fiatues 
2nd  vafe«,  that  were  then  melted,  made  that  famous  me- 
tal, cailed  Corinthian  brafs,  fo  much  elleemed  by  the 
Romans, 

There  were,  befices,  many  other  little  kingdoms  and 
republics  in  Greece,  which  you  will  be  acquainted  with 
when  you  enter  more  particularly  into  that  part  of  ancient 
hiftory  Eat,  to  inform  yourfelfa  little  at  prefent  con « 
•erning  Thebes  and  CoriatU,  turn  to  the  following  articles 
in  Moreri. 


Thebes, 

Epaminon<fa!?, 

Cadmus, 

Pelopidas, 

Oedipe, 

Corinth, 

Jr>calle, 

Mjminsfis, 

gphynx, 

L    li 
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I,    E    T    T    E    R      XLIL 

Tunbridge,  July  the  2Qth,  174^.^ 
BEAR  BOY, 

SIn€E  you  are  fo  ready  at  the  meafure  of  Greek  and 
Latin  verfes,  as  Mr.  Maiitaire  writes  me  word  you 
are  ;  he  will  polEbly.  before  it  is  very  long,  try  your  in- 
vention a  little,  and  fet  you  to  make  feme  of  your  own 
compoiition  ;  you  fiiould  therefore  begin  to  confider,  not 
only  the  meafure  of  the  verfes  you  read,  but  likewife  the 
thoughts  of  the  Poet,  and  the  fimilies,  metaphors,  and 
allufions,  which  are  the  ornaments  of  Poetry,  and  raife  it 
aboi^e  profe,  and  diftinguifh  it  from  profe,  as  much  as  the 
meafure  does.  This  attention  to  the  thoughts  and  didion 
of  other  Poets,  will  fuggeft  both  matrer,  and  the  mannef 
of  expreiling  it,  to  you,  when  you  come  to  invent  yourftlf. 
Thoughts  are  the  fame  in  every  language,  and  a  good 
thought  in  one  language  is  a  good  one  in  every  other :  thus,  if 
yon  attend  to  the  thoughts  and  images  in  French  or  En- 
g}i(h  poetry,  they  will  be  of  ufe  to  you  when  you  com* 
pofe  inXatin  or  Greek.  I  have  met  lately  with  a  very 
pretty  copy  of  Engiifli  verfes,  which  f  here  fend  you  to 
learn  by  heart  ;  but  firft,  I  will  give  you  the  thought  in 
profe,  that  you  may  obferve  how  it  is  eixprefled,  and  adorn*' 
ed  by  poetical  di«ftion. 

The  Poet  tells  his  miftrefs,  FlorelJa,  that  fhe  is  Co  un- 
kind to  him,  fee  wiU  not  even  fufFer  him  to  look  at  her  | 
thit,  to  avoid  her  cruelty,  he  addrefTes  himfelf  to  other 
women,  who  receive  him  kindly  j  but.  that,  notwith'- 
ftandir.g  this,  his  heart  always  returns  to  her,  though  Hie 
ufes  him  fo  ill  :  and  then  he  concludes  with  this  beau- 
tifal  and  apt  Hmile,  in  which  he  compares  his  fate  to 
that  of  exiles  (that  is,  people  who  are  baniihed  from  their 
own  country),  who,  though  they  are  pitied  in  whatever 
country  they  go  to,  yet  long  to  return  to  their  o-va,  wheif: 
ihey  are  fure  to  be  ufed  ill  and  pu!ii!"hed, 

V/hv  will  Florellaj  whe^.  1  gsze. 

My   ravifn'd  eyes  reprove. 
And  Slide  ffcrp   them  the   or'v  fpcj. 
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To  fbnn  her  fcorn,  and  cafe  my  carej 

I  feek  a  nymph  iBOre  kind  ; 
And  while  I  rove  from  fair  to  fair, 

Scill  gentler  ufagc  find. 

But  ob  !  how  faint  is  ev'ry  joy, 

Where  nature  has  no  part  ! 
New  beauties  may  my  eyes  employ. 

But  you  engage  my  heart. 

So  reftlefs  exiles,  doom'd  to  roam;    '] 

Meet  pity  every  where  ;  ?  ^hc  Simile. 

Yet  languilh  lor  their  native  heme,  f 
Though  death  attends  them  there.  J 

You  will  obferve  that  thefe  verfes  have  alternate  rhym'es  j 
that  is,  (he  third  line  rhymes  to  the  fiiil,  and  the  fourth 
Jine  te  the  fecond  ;  the  £rll  and  third  lines  having  four 
feet  each,  and  ihe  fecond  and  fourth  having  but  three  feet 
each.     A  foot,  in  Englilh  verfe,  is  two  fyDables. 

To  ufe  your  car  a  li;tle  to  Englifh  verfe,  and  to  make 
you  attend  to  the  fenfe  too,  I  have  tranfpofed  the  words  of 
the  following  lines  ;  which  I  wouli  have  you  put  in  iheif 
proper  order,  and  fend  me  in  your  next^ 

Lifs  confider  cheat  a  when  'tis  all  I 
Hope  with  fool'd,  deceit  men  )et  the  favour 
Repay  will  ts-morrow  iruft  on  think  and 
f  alfer  former  day  to-morro.v's  than  the 
Worfe  lies  blefs'd  he  fhalj  when  and  we  fay  it 
Hope  new  fome  jJciTefs'd  cuts  off  with  we  what* 

Adieu. 


L    E  "T    T    E     R      XLTII. 

Tunbrldge,  Augufl  the  litb,   1740. 
DEAR  BOY, 

TAm  very  glad  to  hear  from  Mr.  Maittaire,  that  yen 
J^_  are  fo  ready  at  fcanning  both  G>eek  and  Latin  verfes  f 
but  1  hope  you  irs^nd  the  j'eiife  of  the  wcrds,  as  well  as 
^Vjs  quaauii3S.     The  great  advantage    cf  knowing  nr.any 
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languages,  confifts  in  underftanding  the  feRfe  of  thofe 
Rations  and  authors  who  fpeak  and  wiite  thofe  languages, 
but  not  in  being  able  to  repeat  the  words  like  a  parrot 
without  knowing  their  true  force  and  meaning.  x  he 
Poets  require  your  attention  and  obfervadon  more  than  the 
profe  aurhors,  poetry  being  more  out  of  the  common  way 
than  profe-compofitions  are.  Poets  have  greater  hbernes 
allowed  them  than  prdfe. writers,  which  is  called  the  Pc^ 
etical  LUencs.  Horace  fay«,  that  Poets  snd  Painteis 
have  an  eq«al  privilege  of  atfempting  any  thing.  Pic- 
toribm  atque  Poetis.  quidtiitt  audendi,  jimpir  fuit  aqua 
fotefias.  Fidion,  that  is,  invention,  is  laid  to  be  the  lou! 
of  poetry.  For  example":  The  Poets  give  life  ro  feveral 
inanimate  things  ;  that  is,  to  things  that  have  no  life  : 
As  for  inftance  ;  they  reprefent  the  pafiions,  as  Love, 
Fury,  Eavyi  $*fr.  ui>der  human  figures  ;  whick  figures 
are  allegorical  ;  that  is,  reprefent  the  quaHt'es  a.nd  eff:£ls 
of  thofe  pailions.  Thus  the  Poets  reprefent  Love  as  a 
^  little  boy,  called  Cupid  ;  becaufe  Love  is  the  paiTion  of 
young  people  chiefly.  He  is  reprefentcd  blind  likewife  ;  bf- 
caufe  Love  makes  no  diftin(5lion,  and  takes  away  the 
judgment.  He  has  a  bow  and  arrows,  with  which  he  is 
fuppt^ed  to  wound  people  ;  becaufe  Love  gives  pain  ♦ 
And  he  has  a  pair  of  v/ings  to  fly  with  ;  becaufe  Love  is 
changeable,  and  apt  to  fly  from  one  objed  fc  another. 
Fury  likewife  is  reprefented  under  the  figures  of  three  wo- 
men, called  the  three  Furies  ;  Altdo,  Megsera,  and  I'l- 
^phone.  They  are  defcribed  with  lighied  torches  or 
flambeaux  in  their  hands  ;  .becaufe  Rage  and  Fury  is  for 
fettittg  fire  to  every  thing  ;  They  are  likewife  drnwn, 
with  ferpents  hilTing  about  their  heads  %  becaufe  ferpeatf- 
are  poifonous  and  deftru£tive  animal«.  Envy  is  dcfcri'-ed 
as  a  woman,  melancholy,  pale,  livid,  and  pining  ;  be- 
caufe envious  people  are  never-  pleafed,  "but  always  r^ij^  . 
ing  at  other  pecple's  hzippinefs  :  She  is  fuppofed  to  i^z6. 
upon  ferpents  ;  becaufe  envious  people  only  comfort  th^rn- 
felves  with  the  misforturses  of  others,  Ovid  gives  the  fuj- 
lowing  defcription  of  fin^y. 

-.— - — -Videt  i^itas  edent^m 

Vipereas  carnes,  vitiorum  alimsnta  fuonjrn^- 
Invidiam':  vifsque  oculos  avertit.     at  'A\k 
Surgit  humo-pigra  :    feraefarBQique  felinquit 

F  Corpa-a 
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Corpora  Terpen  rum  ;  pafTuque  incedit  inerti. 
Utque  Deam  vidit  formaque  armifque  decoram  5 
Ingemuit  :  vultumque  ima  ad  fufpiria  duxit. 
PalJor  in  ore  fedet  :  macies  in  corporc  toto  : 
~  Nufquam  re6la  acies  :  livent  rubigine  dentes  : 
Peftora  felle  virent :    lingua  eft  fufFu^a  veneno. 
Riius  abeft  ;  nifi  queni  vifi  m'^^'vere  dolores. 
Nee  fruitur  fomno,  vigilacibus  exciia  curis  : 
Sed  vjdet  ingratos,  intabefcitque  videndo, 
SucceiTus  hooiinum  :  carpitque  et  carpitur  una  : 
Suppliciumque  fuum  ed. 

This  is  a  beautiful  poetical  defcription  of  that  wretched, 
mean  paffion  of  envy,  which  I  hope  you  will  have  too 
generous  a  mind  ever  to  be  infefted  with  ;  but  that,  on 
the  conirary,  you  will  apply  yourfelf  t©  virtue  and  learn* 
ing,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  become  an  objed^t  of  envy 
youfelf.     Adieu  I 


L     E_  T    T    E    R      XLIV. 

Monday. 
DEAR  BOY, 

SJkcs,  by  Mr.  Maittaire*s  c^re,  you  learn  your  Latin 
and  Greek  out  of  the  beft  authors,  I  wifh  ycu  wou14t 
ar  ihe  fam^  time  th?.t  you  eonliroe  the  words,  mind  tb« 
fenfe  and  thoughts  cf  thofe  authors  ;  which  will  help  yoor 
invention  when  you  come  to  compofe  yourfelf,  and  at  the 
lame  time  form  your  talle.  Taiie,  in  its  proper  figni- 
ficadon,  means  the  lafte  of  the  palate  in  eating  and  drink- - 
ing  ;  bat  it  is  metaphorically  ufed  for  the  judgment  on&- 
forms  of  any  art,  or  fcrenee.  For  example  :  If  I  fay, 
fuch  a  man  has  ^  good  talte  in  poetry,  1  mean  that  he 
judges  well  of  poetry,  and  diHinguillies  rightly  what  is 
good  and  what  is  bad,  and  finds  out  equally  the  beauties 
and  the  faults  of  the  compoftrion.  Or  if  l  fay  that  fucii  n 
man  has  a  good  tafte  in  painting,  i  mean  the  fame  thing  ; 
which  is,  that  he  is  a  good  judge  of  pidures  ;  and  will  dif- 
tinguifh  not  only  good  ones  from  bad  ones,  but  very  gco:^ 
ones  From  others  not  quite  fo  good,  but  yet  gocci  one 
J'Vuir  U  gcut  birif  m?ias  the  fanss   thing  in"  French  ":  a" 

-rnhii  ~ 
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5iothing  forms  fj  true  a  tafte,  as  the  reading  the  snclest 
authors  with  auentiaa. — Defcription  is  a  beautiful  part  of 
poetry,  and  much  ufed  by  the  belt  Poets  ;  it  is  likiwife 
called  painting,  becaufe  n  reprefents  things  in  fo  lively  and 
ftrong  a  manner,  that  we  think  we  fee  them  as  in  a  pic- 
tare.  Thus  Ovid  defcribcs  the  palace  cf  the  San,  c.r 
Apollo  : 

Regia.  Solis  erat  fuhlint'lhus  alia  coIumniSy 
Clara  micante  auro,  jiammafque  imitante  pyropo, 
Ctijui  ehur  ■nitidum  fafiigia  fumma  ienebat  ', 
Argenti  hifores  radiahant  lumtne  njal-ViS, 
Materiem  fuperabat  opus  :  nam  Mulct  hr  illic 
jEqusra  calarat  medias  cir.geniia  terths, 
^erraruJHQue  or  hem,  calumqiie  quod  imminet  or  hi* 

/Afterwards  he  defcribe's  Phoebus  hirafelf  fitting  upon  his 
throne.  . 

—^ Purpurea-'veiafus  njefie  fedehat 

In  Solio  Phceiusy  claris  luctnte  fmaragdis, 
A  dextra  lavaque  Dies,  et  Menjis,  et  Annus ^ 
So'cuJaque  et  podite  Jpatiis  <squalibus  Hora  ; 
Verque  ncuum  Jiabat^  cin£ium  jiorente  corona   ;     . 
St  abut,   nud.%  ^Jiq.s^   et  jpiceaftrta  gerelat  ; 
Stabat  et  Autumnus^  cakatisfordidus  wvis  ; 
Es  glaciaiij  HjemSi  can&s  hirfuta  capillos. 

.  Obferve  the  invention  in  this  defcription.  As  the  fi:!! 
u  the  great  rule  by  which  we  meafare  time  ;  and  as  ic 
marks  out  the  year.^j  the  months,  the  days,  and  th;?  fea- 
{bns  ;  lo  Ovid  has  reprefented  Phojbus  upon  his  throne, * 
as  the  principal  figure,  acter.ded  by  the  years,  days, 
months,  and  feafons,  which  he  KkeA'ife  reprelents  as  io 
many  perfons.  This  is  properly  inv-ntion,  a-sd  inveniion 
is  the  foul  of  poetry.  Poets  have  their  mune,  up^n  that 
account,  froETi  the  Greek  word  Yiry-ii-) ,  winch  ri^n\iies  ta 
make  or  in'vent.  Adieu    ! 

Tranfja'^e  thsfe  Latin  ver.fes,  at  your  \K:\(\.\Tt,  in*o  En- 
oliih,  and  \e-A  your  tr^-nllation,  in  a  letter,  to  nv/  houfe 
in  town.  I  mean  En -hiu  dtou;  :  fjr  i  d^jn  not  cxpcd 
verie  iFoni  ycu  yet» 

■ '  L     E     T- 
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LETTER      XLy. 

Friday. 
DEAR  BOY, 
T  MiiNTioNED,  in  my  laft,  e'efcription,  er  painting,  ai 
_|^  one  of  the  (hining  marks  or  cn«ira6lerHlics  of  Poetry. 
The  likenefs  muft  be  itrong  ani  lively,  and  make  us  al- 
rnoft  think  that  we  fee  the  thing  before  our  eyes.  Thus 
the  following  defcjiption  of  Huager»  or  Famine,  in  Ovid, 
is  (o  flrikino,  that  one  thinks  one  fees  fome  poor  famiftied 
wretch.  , 

— — ?amem  lapidofo  *viMt  in  agrOy 

XJnguihui  et   raras  'villenteni  dmtibzis  hirbas, 
Hsrtus  erat  crinis^  cava  Jumr/ia.  pallor   in    org^ 
Labra  incanay^/z/,   fcabrs  rabigzne  faucet t 
'Dura  cutisy  per  qu&m  fptiiari  'vij'cera  p^Jfent    * 
0£a  fub  incurv'is  extabant  arida  lutr'bis   : 
Ventris  erat  pro  ^ventre  locus  :  pena'ire  putares 
Pidusy  et  a  f pin  a  tantumnudo  crats  ttntri, 

Obferve  the  propriety  and  figniScancy  of  the  epitfeeta. 
L.apidefo  is  ihe  epithet  to  agro  ;  becaufe  a  ftony  ground 
produces  very  little  grafs.  Raras  \%  the  epithet  to  herbas^ 
to  mark  ho.v  few  and  how  fcarce  the  herbs  were  that  Fa» 
mine  was  tearing  with  her  teeth  aiid  riSils.  Yotj  will  tafiJy 
iind  out  the  other  epithets. 

'  I  will  now  give  you  an  excellent  piece  of  painiir^g,  oj- 
cefaripti(5n  in  Eri^lilh  verfe  ;  it  is  in  the  tragedy, of  l^hs- 
dra  and  Hippolytus.  Phsdra  was  the  fecond  wife  of  the 
iamous  Theieus,  one  cf  the  firil  Kings  of  Athens  ;  snd 
liippolytus  was  h'is  ion  by  his  former  vyife.  Look  for  the 
fijirhtF  particuhirs  of  tiieir  ftorv.  in  your  d'^ionary,  und§f 
she  crudes  Phidrs -2S\Q.  Bippolia, 

So  v.'hen  Irlglt  Venus  yielded  up  her  charms. 
Tie  hUjs'd  Adonis  Janguifli'd  in  he  arms. 
Hi'!  idle  horn  on  fragrarJ  myrtles  hu&g  ; 
His  aj  tows /cat  ttr\l  and  his  bow  un/lru/ig. 
Qbfcure,  in  coverts,  lie  hh  dreaming  hound";,;, 
At)il  hay  the  fa?ici£d  ho3.i:  w'nh  jlsedls  founds^ 
for  nobler  fports  he  quits  ihe  Ja't'age  fiekfs. 
And  all  the  Hero  to  the  Lever  yiclvs. 
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I  have  marked  the  epithets,  that  you  may  the  better  ob- 
ferve  them.  Venus  is  called  ^r/g^&/,  upon  account  of  her 
beauty  :  Adonis  is  called  hleji'd^  becaufe  Venus  was  ia 
love  with  him  :  his  horn  is  faid  tobe  idht  becaufe  he  then 
laid  it  by  and  made  no  ufe  of  it  :  the  myrtles  are  called 
i\ie  fragrant,  becaufe  the  myrtle  is  a  fweet  fmelling  tree  ; 
moreover,  the  myrtle  is  the  particular  tree  facred  to  Ve- 
nus :  fcattered  arrows,  becaufe  laid  by  here  and  there, 
carelefly.  The  bow  unjirung  :  it  was  (he  cuftom  to  un- 
ftring  the  bow  when  they  did  not  ufe  it,  and  it  was  the 
flronger  for  it  afterwards,  Dnamitfg  hounds  :  hounds, 
that  are  ufed  to  hunt,  often  dream  they  are  hunting  ;  as 
appears  by  their  making  the  fame  noife,  only  not  fo  loud, 
when  they  fleep,  as  they  do  when  they  are  hunting  iome 
wild  beait ;  therefore  the  founds  arc  c^iW^^  fee  his.  Savage 
iLtidi  ;  fo  called  from  the  rougfenefs  of  field-fports,  ia 
ccmparlfpn  to  the  tendemefs  and  (okntU  of  love, 

Adonis  was  extremely  hindfDme,  and  a  great  fportf=- 
man  ;  he  ufed  to  employ  his  whole  time  in  hunting  boars 
and  other  wild  beafts.  Venus  fell  in  love  with  him,  and 
ufed  frequently  to  come  down  to  him  :  he  was  at  lafl  kil- 
led by  a  wild  boar,  to  che  great  grief  of  Venus.  Look 
for  Adonis  in  your  didionary  ;  for,  though  you  have  read 
his  ftory  in  Ovid's  Metamorphofss,  I  believe  that  excel- 
lent memory  of  yours  wants  refrefhing.  From  hence, 
when  a  man  is  extremely  handlome,  he  is  called,  by  me- 
taphor, an  Adonis.         Adieu. 


L    E     T    T    E     R      XLVI. 

,  DEAR  BOY,  Saturday. 

YOUR  laH  tranflations  were  very  well  don.e  :  and  I 
believe  you  begin  to  apply  yourfeif  more.  This  yoa 
may  depend  upon,  that  the  more  you  apply,  the  eafier>0'.i 
will  find  your  learning,  and  the  fooner  you  will  have  done 
with  it.  But,  as  I  have  often  told  you  before,  it  is  not 
the  words  only  that  yea  ihould  mind,  but  the  fenfe  asd 
beauties  of  the  authors  you  read  ;  which  will  ^furnifh  yoa 
with  matter,  and  teach  you  to  think  juftly  upon  fubje^s. 
For  example  :  If  you  were  to  fay,  in  poetry,  that  u  wa? 
inorning,  yoa  would  not  bare!/  fay  it  v^as  morning  ;    %\i?%i 

WCUid 


^«  LORD  CHESTERFIELD'* 

would  not  be  poetical :  bat  yp-a  would  reprefent  the  mGrn- 
ing  under  fome  image,  or  by  defciption  ;  as  thus   : 

Lo  !  from  the  rofy  ea(l,  her  purple  doors 
The  M  >rn  unfolds,  adorn'd  with  blujhing  flow'rs. 
The  Ufferid  ftars  draw  off,  and  difappear  ;  '] 

Whofe  bright  bartalions,  laftiy^    Lucifer  J» 

Brings  up,  and  <|ui(s  hji  Nation  in  the  rear.         J 

Obfcrve,  that  the  day  always  rifes  ia  the  eaft  ;  and  t-here- 
fore  it  is  faid,  from  the  rofy  eaft  :  rofy  is  the  epithet  to 
eaft  ;  Isscaufe  the  break  of  day,  or  the  Aurora^  is  of  a  red- 
difii  rofy  colour,  Ob-ferve  too,  that  Lucifer  is  the  name 
of  tliat  fiar  that  difappears  the  kfi  in  the  morning  ;  for 
the  aflronomer*  have  given  narr^es  to  moft  cf  the  liars. 
The  three  lafl:  lines,  which  have  the  fame  rhymes,  are 
called  a  triplet,  which  is  aUv:ys  marked  as  I  have  marked 
it.     The  original  Latin^is  tlius  in  Ovid  : 

Ecce  <v}gil  rutih  paiefecit  ab  ortu 

Purpureas    Aurora  f^res,   et  plena  rofarum 
Atria       Diffugient  Jlella  ;  quarum  Ggmina  cogii 
Lucifer  f  et  cceli  fiat  ions  no'vifjimus  nxit. 

Here  is"  another  wsy  of  faying  that  it  is  mojning,  as  Vir* 
gii  fxpreifes  it  : 

E.t  jam  prima  7:oqj^  fpargehct  lupitr.c  terras 
1  ith'jn't  croceuin  Unquens    Aurora  culile   : 
Jam  fole  infufo,  j an  rebus  luce  retells. 

Thus  in  Englifh  verfs   : 

And  row  Aurora,  bsrbir_p:er  oV^^f^ 


P.ofe  from  the  f.iffrcn  bed  u'here.  Tithon  I 


"M 


av 


And  fprinkicd  e'er  the  world  with  ne'w-horn  light  i 
The  fun  riOW  (hining.  all  things  brought  to  iight. 

Look  into  rour  diftionfi'-y  for.  the  articles  Jurcre  and 
^ithcn^'wYi^'t  vou  wili  find  iheir  fary,  Tithon  was  the 
hufband  of  Aurora.  Aurora,'  in  paetrcs.!  languagp,  means 
the  break  cf  day,  or  the  frtl  part  of  the  morning.  Har- 
binger (by  the  way)  means  forercnner,^  cr  a  perfon  who 
3s  fent  before-haFid,  by  another,  upon  a  journey,  to  pre- 
pare things  for  liiai  The  King  has  fuveral  harbingers, 
that,  go  before  him  upon  the  road,  to  prepare  his  lodging, 

and 
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and  get  every  thing  ready.  So  Aurora,  or  the  Morning, 
is  called,  by  a  metaphor,  the  harbinger  of  Day,  becaufe 
it  foreiuns  the  day. 

I  expedi  very  good  verfes  of  ycur  making,  by  that  time 
yoa  are  ten  years  old  ;  and  then  you  Ihall  be  called  Poeta 
DecenniSi  which  will  be  a  very  uncommon,  and  coafe- 
quently  a  very  glorious,  title.     Adieu, 


LETTER      XL  VII, 

DEAR  BOY,  Wednefday. 

N  my  laft  I  fent  you  two  or  three  poetical  defcriptions 
of  the  Morning  ;  I  here  fend  you  Tome  of  the  other 
parts  of  the  day.  The  Noon,  or  Mid-day,  that  is,  twelve 
o'clock,  is  thus  defcribed  by  Ovid  :    ^ 

Fecerat  exiguas  jam  Sol  aUi(Jimus  umbras » 

And  in  another  place, 

yamque  dies  rerum  niedias  contra^trat  umhras^ 
Et  Sol  ex  ceauo^  meta  dijiabat  utraque  : 

becaufe  the  fun,  at  noon,  ia  exadly  in  the  middle  of  its 
courfe  ;  and,  being  then  juil  perpendicular  over  our  heads, 
maUes  the  lha<^ows  \Qxy  ihort  j  whereas,  when  the  fun 
fhines  on  either  fide  of  us,  (as  it  does  mornings  and  even- 
ings), the  fhadows  are  very  long  ^  which  you  .n^iay  obferve 
any  fun-fhiny  day  ihat  you  pleafe.  The  evening  is  de- 
fcribed thus,  by  Ovid  : 

Jam  labor  txiguus  Ph^ho  rejlabat  :  e  qui  qui 
Puljahant  fedibus  Jpatium  dtclinjis  Olympi  : 

becaufe  the  courfe  of  the  fun,  being  fuppofed  to  be  of  sne 
day,  Phcebus  (that  is,  the  fun)  is  here  faid  to  have  little 
more  remaining  buiinefs  to  do  ;  and  his  horfes  arfe  repre- 
fented  as  going  down-aill  ;  which  points  out  the  evening, 
the  fun  m  the  evening  feeming  to  go  downwards,  ,  la 
Another  place  he  fays, 

yamque  dies  exaSlv.s  erat,  tempufqus  fuhilat^ 
^uod  tu  nee  temhras^  nee  pojjji  oicere  lucem  i 

for,  in  the  dufe  of  ihe  eyoj^iug,  ona  can  oeither  call.  \i 
day  nor  Slight. 

Night 
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Njght  13  defcribed  by  Virgil  in  this  mattner  t 

Nox  eraty  tt  terras  animalia  fufa  per  omnei  ; 
Alituum^  Pecudumque  genus,  fopor  alius  habehat. 

What  I  mean,  by  fending  and  explaining  thcfe  thinge 
to  yoQ)  is  to  ufe  you  to  tbink  and  refle6i  a  little  yourfelf  j 
and  not  to  repeat  words  only,  like  a  parrot,  without  mind- 
ing or  knowing  the  fen  fe  and  import  of  them.  For  ex* 
ample  :  When  you  read  a  defcription  of  any  thing,  coir*'- 
pare  it  with  your  own  obfervations  ;  and  aflc  yourfelf  this 
queftion,  Is  this  fo  ?  Have  I  ever  obferyed  it  before  ? 
And,  if  you  have  not  obferved  it,  take  the  iirfl  opportu- 
nity you  can  of  doing  it.  For  inftarce  :  If  you  have  net 
already  obferved,  that  the  ihadow?  are  long  in  the  morn- 
ing and  the  evening,  and  fhortat  noon,  try  it  yourfelf  and 
fee  whether  it  be  true  or  not.  When  you  hear  of  the  rejj 
morn,  conlider  with  yourfelf  why  it  is  fo  called,  and  whe- 
ther it  ough;  to  be  called  fo  or  not  ;  and  obferve  the 
morning  early,  to  fee  if  it  is  not  of  a  rcddifh,  rofy  colour, 
when  you  hear  of  Night's  fpreading  its  fable  (that  is, 
black)  wings  over  the  world,  confider  whether  the  gradual 
fp  eading  of  the  darknefs  dees  not  extend  itfelf  in  the  fky 
like  black  wings.  In  ihort,  ufe  yourfelf  to  think  and  re- 
fici5l  upon  every  thing  you  hear  and  fee  :  examine  every 
thing,  and  fee  wheiher  it  is  true  or  not,  without  taking  ?t 
upon  truft.  For  example  :  if  you  fiiculd  find,  in  any  au- 
thor, the  blue  or  azure  fun,  would  you  not  immediately  re* 
flefl,  that  could  not  be  juft,  for  tlie  fun  is  always  red  ; 
and  that  he  who  could  call  ii  (o  muft  be  either  blird  or  a 
fool?  When  you  read 'hil!oricaI  fads,  ihink  of  them 
within  yourfelf,  snd  compare  them  with  your  own  roti- 
ons..  for  example  :  When  ycu  read  cf  the  firft  Scipio, 
who,  when  he  conquered  Spain,  took  a  beautiful  Spanifh 
Princcfs  prifoner,  who  was  focn  to  have  been  married  to  a 
Prince  of  that  ccnnrr.y,  and  returr.ed  her  to  her  lover,  n'ot 
only- untouched,  but  giving  her  a  fortune  befides--;  are  )0u 
not  ftruck  with  the  virtue  and  generoiity  of  that  adiion  ? 
And  can  you  help  thinking  with  yourfelf,  how  virtuous  it 
was  in  Scipio,  who  was  a  yoang  man,  ynma^ried,  and  a 
conqueror,  to  wi'hfland  the  temptatiors  of  beauty;  and 
how  generous  it  was  to  gi->e  her>a  fortune,  to  make  a- 
jncnds  for  the  m.iif;jrturii;i  cf  :hs  w^ar  ?     Another  reflet i- 

on. 
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gn»  too,  th&t  naturally  occurs  upon  it,  is»  how  virtuous 
ai^ions  never  fail  to  be  rewatded  by  the  commendaiiom 
and  applaufe  of  pofterity  :  for  this  happened  about  eigh- 
ttferi,  hundre-i  years  ago  ;  is  ftilLremembeced  with  honour  j 
and  will  be  fo  as  long  as  letters' fubfiil  :  n6i  to  meniioa 
the  in^.nite  pleafure  Scipio  muft  have  felt  himfelf,  from 
fuch  a  virtuous  and  heroic  adion-  I  wifh  you  more  plea- 
fure, ofthas  kind,  thsn  ever  mart  had.     Adieu. 


LETTER      XLVIIL 

Bath,  GQober  the  n^ilr,  1740. 

Dear  soy, 

S'Ince  I  have  recommended  to  you  to   think  upon  fub- 
jeds,  and  to  confider  things  in  their  various  lights  and 
circamftances,  I  am  perfuaded  ycu  have  made  fuch   a  pro- 
grefs,  that  I  (hall  fomerimes  defire  your  opinion  upond;fh"cu;?; 
points,  in  order  to  form  my  own.     For  infiance  :  Tho'^gii 
I  have,  in  general,  a  great  veneration  for  the  manners  and 
♦u Horns  of  the  a-ncien:s,._yet  I  a-rn  in  forne    doi^bt   whethei* 
the  Qdracifm  of  the  Aihenians  was  either  juit  cr  prudent  ; 
and  ftiould  be  giad  to    be    deternriined    by    ycnjr    opinion.. 
You  know  very  well  =  hat  the    Oilracifm    was  the  method 
of  banifhing  thofe  whofe  diftinguilhed    virtue    made  rheni- 
popular,    and    confeqaently     (ss  th-2    Afhmians    thoughc) 
dangerous  to  the  public  liberty.      And,  if  fix  hundred  citi- 
zens  of  Athens  gave  in  the    name  vf   an)'    one    Aihenisn^ 
written  upon  an  oyiler-flieil  (f.om  whence  it  is  called  O^- 
tracifm)   that  man  was  banifhed  Athens  for  ten  years.    On. 
one  hand,  it  is  certain,  that  a    free  people  Cannot  be    iO? 
carefijl  or   jealous  of  .heir  Jibe^'y  ;   and  it  is    cerran    fn?, 
that  the  love  and  applaufe  of  mankind  wiil  always    aneni 
a  man  of  eminent    and  diflingui/hed  vif:ue  ;    and,  conif- 
quently,  they  are  more  likely  to  give  up  their  liberties    ta 
fuch  a  one,  than  to  another    of   lefs  rrserit.      But  -aea,  ooi 
the     other    hand,    it    feems   extraordinary     w  diicourag^ 
virtue  upon  any    accouu  ;   fince   it    is  only  '>)  virtue  th..it 
any  fociety  can  .flourifh  and    be  conHder-'^'e.      There  ar<5 
many    more    arguments,    on    each    ('•-'^    <^'  ^i^is  qjeihoo, 
which  will  naturally  occur  to  you  ,-  -^^^     w.ca   .om    hav.3 
<JoRadered  thei;n  wdl,    I    defii^  ^^iJ  'iViii  ^v-ii-  t\\e  vcur  o- 
^  pinin. 
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pinion,  whether  the  Oilracifm  was  a  right  or  a  wrocg 
thing,  and  youf  reafons  for  being  of  that  opinion.  Let 
aobody  help  you  ;  but  give  me  exadly  your  own  fenti* 
mehts,  and  your  own  reafons,  whatever  they  are. 

I  hope  Mr.  Pelnote  makes  you  read  Rollin  with  great 
care  and  attention,  and  recapitulate  to  him  whatever  yoa 
have  read  that  day  ;  I  hope  too,  that  he  makes  you  read 
aloud,  diftinflly,  and  obferve  the  ftops.  Defire  your 
Mamma  to  tell  him  fo,  from  mej  and  ihe  fame  to  Mr, 
Martin  :  for  it  is  a  feame  not  to  read  perfedly  well. 

Make  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Maittaire  ;  and  take 
great  care  that  he  gives  me  a  good  account  of  you  zt^my 
Feturn  to  London,  or  I  (hall  be  very  angry  at  you.    Adieu. 

LETTER      XLIX. 

Bath,  Odo-ber  the  20th,  1 74^. 
DEAR  BOY,       V 

IMave  often  told  you  already,  that  nothing  will  help 
your  invention  more,  and  teach  yen  to  think  moj9 
jaftly,  than  reading,  with  care  anxl  attention,  the  ancient 
Greek  and  Latin  authors,  efpecially  the  l^oets  ;  inventioR 
being  the  feul  of  poetry  ;  that  is  to  fay,  it  animates  and 
gives  life  to  poetry,  as  the  foul  does  to  the  body.  I  have 
often  told  you  too,  that  Poets  take  the  liberty  of  perfoni- 
iying  inanimate  things  ;  that  h,  they  defcribe  and  repre- 
fent,  as  perfons,  the  p?.<5ons,  the  appetites,  and  many  o- 
tber  things  that  have  no  figures  nor  perfons  belonging  to 
them  :  For  example  :  Tbty  reprefent  Love  gs  a  liJtk 
l>&^',  with  wings,  a  bow -and  arrowy  an3  a  c^uiver.  Rags 
and  fury  they  reprefent  under  the  figures  of  three  womes, 
called  the  three  Furief^^  with  iirpents  hilling  about  tiicfr 
head?,  'ighred  torches  in  their  hands,  and  their  faces  re^ 
and  inflamed.  TTie  defcription  of  Eavy  I  have  already 
fsnt  you,  and  likewife  the  defcription  of  Hunger  end  Fa- 
mine, OVR  oi^  Ovid's  M-etamorphoies.  I  now  fend  you  o»l 
of  the  fame  bOok,  the  beautiful  defcription  of  the  Hoofe 
or  Dwelling  ^f  Rurncnjfy  th&t  is,  Common  Report-, 
You  will  there  Vd  ail  the  partica'aritlcs  of  Rumour  ; 
how  imn^ediateJy  i^^mreads  j'tfelf  every  where  ;  how  ir 
adds  falfehoods  to  K^hs  ;  how  it  impofes  upon  the 
vulgar  >  and  hovi^  ^  cre^IVw  .  erra'-,  joy,  and  fe.ir, 
\  ^      -^  ■  ^well 
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dv92ll  with  it  ;  becaufe  credulous  people  believe  lightly 
whatever  they  hear,  and  that  all  people  in  general  are  in- 
clined to  believe  what  they  either  vyjlh  or  fear  much„ 
Fray  tranllate  thefe  lines,  at  you.r  leifure,  into  Englifh, 
and  fend  them  me.  Confider  lhe?n  yourfelf  too*  ^t  the 
fame  time,  and  compare  them  with  the  obfervations  youi 
muil  already  have  made  upon  Rumour  or  common  faraeo 
Have  not  you  obferved,  how  quickly  a  piece  of  news 
fpreads  itfelf  all  over  the  town  ?  how  it  is  firft  whifpered 
about,  then  fpoken  aloud  ?  how  almoH^vety  body,  that 
repeats  it,  adds  ibmething  to  it  ?  how  the  vulgar,  that  is, 
the  ordinaTV  people,  believe  it  immediately  ?  and  kow  c- 
ther  people  give  credit  to  it,  according  as  they  wifh  it  true 
or  not  !  All  th-is  you  will  iind  painted  in  the  following 
lines,  which.I  defire  vou  will  weigh  well.  Hac  enim  ahc 
fe  rugOy  oroy  pojiuloyfiagiio.     Jnheo  te  bene  valere, 

-}-  Orhe  locus  medio  efi^   inttr  terra/que,  fretumques 
Ccslejlefque  plagas^   triplicis  mnfinia  ^mundiy 
ZJndt  qiiod  ejl  u/fuam^   Quamuis  reglonibus  ahjit, 
Injpicitur  ;  penetraique  cavas  'vox  omnis  ad  ^amfs^ 
Fania  tineti  fummaque  domum.fiti  legit  in  arcs  : 
Imiumtrofque  adiiui,   ac  mill?  foramina  teSis 
Jddidii^  et  nullis  inclujit  limina  portii. 
f^c^e  dieque  patent.      Tota  ejl  ex  ^tere  fonan;!. 
^Gta  fremit  ::^Q<ifqui  refsrt  :  iterafque  quod  midif. 
■  ,      ~  ,  NuIU 

t  Fiill  ir/ the  midft -of  this  created  fpsce. 
Betwixt  heav'n,  earth,  and  feies,  ihere   Hands  a  place,; 
Conftnirg  on' all  three,   with  triple  bound  ;  1 

¥/hence  all  things,  tko'  remote,  are  vicw'd  arcund      ■> 
And  thither  bring  their  unculaiing  found  t  j 

llie  palace  of  loud  FtfWe',   her  feat  cf  pew' r-, 
Flac'd  on  the  fummit  of  a  lofjy  tow'r  ; 
A  thoofsnd  winding  entries,  long  and  wide, 
.    Receive  of  frefa  reports  aflvowing  ride,  r 

A  thoufand  crannies  in  the  vvaHs  are  madf  5 
Njr  5j;ate;   nor  bars,    exclude  the  bufv  trade. 
*ris  buih  of  brafs,  the  better  to  diffufe 
T}.i'=  rpreading  founds,- and  muUip^y  the  Dews  : 
W>>:re  ccchoes  in  repeated  ecchci:s  fl'^y,, 
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hullaquies  infus,  KullaquifdcKtia  parte  \ 
ISec  tamen  efi  clasier,  jed parva  murmura  vcrhy 
^ualia  de  pehgi^  ft  q^uii  procul  audiat,   vndts 
]^JJe  Jchnt  :  quaUm've  /onum,   cum  'Jupiter  atraj 
Jmrepuit  ^nuhest   extremea  tcnitrua  r eddunt, 
Jitria  tu  ba  tenent  :  'veniunt  leve  ^njulguf,   eunfaue^ 
Mifi^'^ue  cum  verts,  pojjim  commenta  'vagantur 
Wlidia  rumor  urn  ;  confuiaque  'virb^g  -voluta^t, 
M  quihus  ki  vacuas  implex  t  Jefmonibus  ^aur as  ; 
Hi  narrata  ferunt  alio  :  tnenjurr.que  JiQi 
Cre/cit,  et  auditis  aliquid  ne-vus  adjicit  au^or* 
JIlic  Credttlitas,  illic  tcmerarius.^^rrcr, 
Yzr^^quc  ^Latiiia  ^f ,  confierjiaii^^f  ^imoret^ 
^Seditin^ue  repens,  dubicque  auSIcn  Su/urri. 
Jp/a,   quid  in  c&io  rerum^  pelagcque  geratur, 
Mi  tellure,  ^videt  ;  toiuw^m  in^uirit  in  crbem, 

N-    B.  I  have  underlined  [printed  in  PvOtrsn  chars^erM 
the    epiihets,  and  iii&rked  the  fubftaritivcs  lijsy  beiong  u? 

A  mart  for  ever  full,  ani  open  rJglit  and  day. 
Kor  filencc  is  within,  nor  voice  ey.pn-i's  ; 
But  a  deaf  ncife  of  founds,  that  never  ce-fe  ; 
Cohrv^s'd,  and  chiding,  like  the  hollow  roar 
Of  lidet  receding  frcm  ih'  infu'ted  fhore  ; 
Or  like  the  broken  thunder  heard  from  hr^ 

■  VVhea  love  3*  diftarice  drives  the  roMing  wni-, 
''I'hc  cour^.s  are  f/!''d  vvith  a  tumultbous  din 
Oi  crowds,  or  ilTaing  forth,  cr  es^erirg  in  ;. 
A- :hoffnj^;h-fnir  ot  news  :   where  ibine  devife 
Thirigs  revcr  hear'-d,  fooe  rning'e  truth  with  lie*  ; 
I'he  '.lOi-b^e*.!  rir  vvith  erripty  foands  ibev  beat, 
InrefrC.  to  hca'-,  and  engtr  to  repeat. 

Error  firs  fioo-^:inp.  there/ v.iih   addf'd  train 

Of  vsin  v.recj':i>s   and  j^ys  as  vain  : 

"Safpicion,   with  S-diticn  join'd,  arf  n*"?."^ 

And  romours  rais'o,   and  murmurs  mix'd,  ?.nd  -^mic  ksu, 

■  4-'aroc  fits  aiofr,  aJld  fees  the  fulj-ffi  ^wxiT.d^. 

Auu  feas  tbout,  and  rlries  above  .;  if;cjuiring  a'l  arourd. 

Garth's  Ovid. 

L    E    T^ 
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LETT    E    R      X,.  - 

DEAR  BOY, 

I  Send  you  here  a  few  more  Latin  roots,  though  I  am 
not  fure  that  you  will  like  my  roots  fo  well  as  thofe 
that  grow  in  your  garden  ;  however,  if  you  will  attend  to 
them,  they  may  fava  you  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  Thefe 
few  wiil  naturally  point  out  maay  others  to  your  own 
obfervation  ;  and  enable  you  by  comparifon,  to  Jind 
out  moft  derived  and  compound  words,  when  once  yea 
know  the  original  root  of  them.  You  are  old  enough 
now  to  make  obfcrvstions  upon  what  you  karn  ;  which;  if 
you  would  be  pleafed  to  do,  you  cannot  imagine  how 
mi'ch  time  and  trouble  it  would  fave  you.  Remember, 
you  are  now  very  near  nine  years  old  ;  an  age  at  which  all 
boys  ought  to  know  a  great  deal  ;  but  you,  particularly,  a 
great  deal  more,  confidering  the  care  and  pains  that  Ijave 
been  employed  about  you  ;  and^  if  you  do  not  anfwer  thefe 
expe(^atiGns,  you  will  lofe  yoar  charadler  ;  which  is  the 
jTioil  mortifying  thing  that  can  hsppen  to  a  generous  mind. 
Every  body  has  ambition,  of  fome  kind  or  other,  and  is 
vexed  when  that  ambition  is  difappointed  :  the  diffirence 
is,  that  the  ambition  of  filly  people  is  a  filly  and  mif- 
taken  ambition  ;-  and  the  ambition  of  people  of  fenfe,  is 
a  right  and  commendable  one.  For  initansre  :  The  am- 
bition of  a  filly  boy,  of  your  age,  would  be  to  have  Hng 
clothes,  and  money  to  throw  away  in  idle  follies  ;  which, 
you  plainly  fee,  would  be  no  proofs  of  merit  in  him,  but 
only  of  felly  in  his  parents,  in  creffing  hirr^  out  like  ^ 
jackanapes,  and  giving  him  money  to  play  the  fool  wifh. 
Whereas  a  boy  of  good  fenfe  places  his  atjsbition  in  ex*. 
celling  ether  boys  of  his  own  age,  and  even  older,  in  vir» 
ture  and  knowledge.  His  glofv  is  in  being  known  sU 
wajs  to  Ippak  the  truth,  in  Ihowing  good-nature  and 
compaffioft,  in  learning  quicker,  and  fjpplying  himfelf 
more  than  other  boyS-  Thefe  are  r^^l  prooii:.  of  merit  in 
him,  and  cjnfequently  proper  objedls  of  ambition  ;  ani 
will  acquire  h.m  a  foiid  reputation  and  charafler.  This 
holds  true  in  men,  as  well  as  in  b:ys  :  the  ,ambitix>n  of 
a  iillv  fellow,  will  be  to  have  a  fine  equ^'page,  a  fine  ho\:Q 
and  fine  clothes;  things  wTiich  any  body,  that  has  as 
ir.uch  money,  may   have    as  well    as  he-  j  for  they, are  aU 
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to  be  bought  :  but  the  ambition  of  ^  man  of  fenfc  and 
honour  is,  to  be  diflinguiflied  by  a  character  and  reputation 
of  knowledge,  truth,  and  virtue  ;  thi  igs  which  are  not  to 
\c  bought,  and  ifeai  can  only  be  acquired  by  a  good  head 
and  a  good  heart.  Such  was  the  ambition  of  the  Lace- 
demonians and  the^Rojnans,  when  they  made  the  greaie^ 
iigure  -,  and  fuch,    I  hope,  yours  will  always  be.     Adieu. 


LETTER      LL 

YOU  know  fo  mucfi  more,  and  Jeara  fo  much  better, 
than  any  boy  of  your  age,  that  yon  fee  I  do  net 
treat  you  like  a  boy,  but  write  to  you  upon  fubjei^  fit  fo? 
men  to  think  and  confider  of.  When  I  fend  you  example* 
^f  the  virtues  oi  the  ancients,  it  is  not  only  to  inform  yots 
©f  thofe  pieces  of  Hiftory,  but  to  animate  and  excite  you 
to  follow  thofe  examples.  You  there  fee  the  advantages  of 
virtue  ;  how  it  is  fure  (fooner  or  later)  to  be  rew^arded, 
and  with  what  praifes  an^  encomiums  the  virtuous  anions 
of  the  great  men  of  antiquity  have  been  perpetwated,  and 
trahfmiited  down  to  us.  Julius  CasTar,  though  a  tyrant^ 
and  gailty  of  that  great  crime  of  enflaving  his  country^ 
had,  however,  fome  virtues  ;  and  was  diftinguifhed  for 
his  clemency  and  humanity;  of  which  there  is  this  re- 
markable inflance — Marcellus.  a  man  of  cotifidtration  in 
Rome,  had  taken  part  with  Pompey,  in  the  civil  war 
between  him  and  Csefar,  and  had  ev^n  gfled  wirh  vceal 
and /?fri«»t>«yagain{l  Csfar.  .  However,  after  Csefar  had 
€onqueTed  Pcmpey,  and  was  returned  to  Rome  vi^^orious, 
the  Senate  inhrceded  with  him  in  fovour  cf  Marcel'us  ; 
whom  he  rot-only  pardoned,  but  took  into  his  friendfhip. 
"Cicero  ma*!?^  an  orati<5n,  on  purpofe  to  compliment  Caefar 
upon  this  a^t  of  good-nature  and  generofity  ;  in  which, 
among  many  other  things,  he  tells  hitn,  thav  he  locks 
upon  his  pzrrdoning  Marcellus  as  a  greater  a£lion  than  all 
his  victories:  his  words  in  Lacin  are  thefe  — Z)(?,r«2//y?.'' 
gtKtes  immanittfLte  bctrbaras^  muliitudine  inxumcrabiUs,  locis 
infinitaSy  &mni  cnpiarum  genere  abutidaniei  :  Jtd  tamen  ta 
wicijiiy  qttee  f{  naiuram  et  conditiomtn  tit  minci  ■prjjent^  ha- 
btbant.  Nulla  ejl  enim  tanta  fis^  tanta  xopia^  qu/s  ncn 
ferro  ac  'viribus  debilitari  frangiqae  po£it»  Vmim  animum 
'  *v  ncere  ; 
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sincere  ;  iracundiam  cohihere  ;  vicloriam  temper  are  %^ 
adiHrfarium  nobilitei^e^  ingento\  viriuti  frafiantim  n^n 
modo  extellere  jactntem,  fed  etidm  amplificare  ejus 
frijfinam  dignitatem  :  hesc  qui  faciat^  non  ego  eum  cum 
fummis  'virjj  compare,  fed Jimillimum  Deo  judica. 

It  is  certain  that  humanity  is  the  panicuiar  chtzraiierifilt 
of  a  great  mind  ;  little  vicious  fiiinds  are  full  of  anger 
and  xtvvngny  and  are  incapable  of  feeling  the  exaited 
pleafure  of  forgiving  their  enemies,  and  of  beftowing 
marks  of  favour  and  generoiity  upon  thofe  of  whom  they 
have  gotten  the  better.     Adieu  ! 

I  have  underlined  \_printed  in  Jtalici]  thofe  words  that  I 
think  you  do  not  underftand,  to  put  you  in  mind  to  a^ 
the  mea^ning  of  them. 

LET     T  ,E    R     YlL 

Jeudi  foif* 
MON  CHER  FNFANT, 

VOUS  lifez  a  prefent  la  Nouvelle  Hiflorlqae  de  Don 
Carlos,  par  I'Abbe  de  St.  Real  :  elle  ed  JQliment 
ecrite,  et  le  fond  de  Thiftoire  en  eft  veritable.  L'Abb^ 
Ta  feulement  brode  un  peu,  pour  lui  donner  Pair.dc  Nou" 
'veUe,  A  propos,  je  doute  fi  voas  favez  ce  que  c'eft  que 
Nowvelk.  C'eft  une  pedtc  hlftoire  galante,  cu  il  entre 
beaucoup  d*amour,  et  qui'  nc  fait  q'l'un  ou  deux  petits 
volumes.  11  faut  qu'il  y  ait  one  intrigue,  que  les  deujj 
araans  trouveht  bien  des  difHcultea  ct  des  obftacles  qui 
s'oppofent  a  I'accompliiTement  de  leurs  vcsux  :  mais  qu'a 
la  fin  lis  les  furmontent,  ct  que  le  denouement  cu  14 
cata^rophe  les  laiiTent  tpus  heureux.  Une  Nouvelle  eft  un 
efpece  de  Roman  en  racrcourci  ;  car  urs  Roman  eft  ordi- 
uairementdedouze  volumes,  remplrdefadaifes  amoureufes, 
£t  d'avencures  incroiables.  Le  ''ujet  d'un  Roman  eft  quel- 
que^ois  une  hlftoire  faite  a  plaifrr  ;  c'eft  a  dire,  toute 
inventee  :  et  quelquefois  une  hiftoire  veritable  ;  maij- 
ordinairement  fi  changes  et  traveftie.  qu'on  ne  la  reconnoic 
plus.  Par  exeraple,  ii  y  a  le  Grand  Cyrus,  Cle'ie,  Cl«o« 
patref  trois  Romans  ceicbres,  ou  i!  y  ent?e  un  peu  d'hjftoire 
V€ritables,  rnais  ii  melee  de  faufistes  et  de  foHes  amoureuress 
qfj'Us  fervent  plus   a  embrauilk?' €t  ?    <Jorroc>Tpie  l/cfpri;/ 
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qa'a  le  fpfmer  ca  a  I'inftrnire.  On  y  voit  Ics  plus  grands 
Heros  de  I'antiqulte,  faire  les  amoureux  tranfis,  et  debiter 
des  fades  tendreffcs,  aa  fond  d'un  bois,  a  leur  belie  in- 
humaine,  qui  leur  repond  fur  le  n}ein«  ton  :  ifnfin,  c'cft 
une  Icfture  tres  frivole  que  celle  des  Romans,  tt  Ton  y 
perd  tout  le  terns  qu'on  y  donne.  Les  vieu:^  Romans 
qu*cn  ecrivoit  il  y  a  cent  ou  deux  cents  sns,  comme 
Amadis  de  Gaule,  Roland  Je  Furieux,  «t  autres,  etoient 
farcis  d'enchantem-ens,  de  magiciens,  de  geaps,  et  d-e  ces 
fertes  de  fottes  impoilibilites ;  au  lieu  que  les  Romans  plus 
modenies,  fe  tiennent  au  poifible,  mais  pasau  vraifemblable. 
Et  je  croirois  tout  aucant  que  le  gr%nd  Brutus  qui  chaffa  les 
Tarquins  de  Ron:?,  ftit  enferrre  par  quelque  Magicien 
dans'  un  charesu  errchante  ;  que  je  croirois,  qu'il  faifois 
de  fots  vers  aupres  de  la  bells  CIeli«  :  comme  on  le 
reprcfente  dans  le  Roman  de  ce  nom. 

Aa  refte,  Don  Carlos,  dont  vous  llfez  la  Nouvelle, 
etoit  fils  de  Philippe  fecond  Roi  d'Efpagne^  fils  de 
I'Empereur  Charlequint  cu  Charies  cirquieme.  Ce 
Charlequlnt  etoit  en  meme  terns  Empereur  d'Alemagne 
et  Roi  d'Efpagne  ;  il  avoit  ai'.fli  ccute  la  Flandre  et  la  plus 
grande  partie  de  I'ftalie,  11  regra  long  tems  :  mais  deux 
ou  trois  ans  avant  que  de  mourir,  il  sbdiqua  la  Rciaute  ; 
et  fe  reiira,  comme  particulier,  au  coavent  de  St.  JLift,  en 
Efpagne.  :  cedant  TEmpire  a  fon  frere  Ferdinand,  ec 
i'Efpagne,  TAmsrique,  la -Flandre,  et  Titalie,  a  fon  fils 
Philippe  fecond  ;  que  ne  lui  refTctnblcit  gueies  ;  car  il 
eroit  fier  et  cruelj  reeme  en  vers  fon  fiis  Don  Catlos  qu'il 
fi:  mourir. 

.  DcK,  eft  un  litre  qti'on  donne  en  Efpagne,  a  tout 
honne.e  horn  me  ;  consmz  Mo.'}/hur,cn  Frar.fois,,et  Signor 
en  ftalicH.  Par  exemple  ;  fi  vous  euez  er. -Efpa^ne,  ca 
^vous  appelleroit  Don  Phillips.     Adieu.        ~ 

TRANSLATION.' 

Thurfdav  ni^hr, 

MY  DEAR  CHILD. 

'^T'OU  are  .now  re.ding  the   Hiftorical    Novel    ':>k    Don 

X      Car!o5,   written  by  the    Abbe    of   Sr      Real    '  Tha- 

fouodauon  cf  it  is  true  ;   the  Abbe  has  ooly  embJliHied  a 

JifiJe,  in  order  to  givs  ii  "Is  turn  of  a    Nevel  ;   and  it    iS 

p.'-tti]; 
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jpretdly  written.  A  propoi  ;  I  am  in  doubt  Wliether  yo« 
knovv  what  a  Novel  is  :  it  is  a  little  gaMant  .hiftory» 
which  muft  contain  a  great  deal  of  love,  aiid  not  exceed 
one  or  two  fmall  volumes.  The  fubje^  murt  be  a  love- 
affair  ;•  the  lovers  are  to  meet  with  many  difnculties  and 
obftacles  to  oppofs  the  accomplilhmeni  of  their  wiihes, 
but  at  laft  overcome  them  all  ;  and  the  conclufion  or  ca» 
taflrophemuft  leave  them  happy.  A  Novel  is  a  kind  of 
abbreviation  of  a  Romance;  for  a  Romance  generallf 
confifts  of  twelve  volames,  all  filled  with  xaiipid  love  non-^ 
fenfe  and  mott  incredible  adventures.  The  fubjeft  off, 
Romance  is  fometimcs  a  ftory  entirely  fi<fiitious  ;  that  i§ 
to  fay,  q^iite  invented  ;  at  Other  times  a  true  fiory  ;  bat 
generally  (b  changed  and  altered,  -that  one  cannot  know  it. 
For  example  :  In  Grand  Cyrus;  Clelia,  and  Glecpacfg,^ 
three  celebrated  R.om  nces,  there  is  feme  true  hillory  ;  bu£ 
fo  blended  with  falfiries  and  filly  love  adventures,  thai 
they  confafe  and  corrupt  ^he  mind,  inilead  of  forming 
Snd  inftru^ing  it.  The  greateft  Heroes  of  anriquity  are 
there  reprefented  in  woods  and  foreHsj  whining  infipid 
love-tales  to  their  inhuman  fair  one  ;  who  anfwers  rhsm 
in  the  fame  ftyle.  In  (hort,  the  reading  of  Pvomances  is 
2  moft  frivolous  occupation,  and  time  merely  throwft 
awav.  The  o.ld  PvOmances,  written  cwo  or  three  hun- 
ct'^t.di  years  ago^  fuch  as  Amadis  of  Gaul,  Orlando  the 
Furious,  and  ctHers,-  were  iluff'd  vvlrh  enchanimenrsj 
magicians,  giantSj  afidfuch  lorcof  impoJuiiiidcs  ;  wheie- 
as  the  more  modern  Rum aiaces  kev«p  within  the  bo^i^cis  of 
pofiibilicy,  but  noS  of  probability.  For  I  would  jafc  a-? 
foon  believe,  that  ihs  great  Brutus,  who  expelled  the 
Tarquins  from  Rome,  was  iliac  yp  \>y  feme  mstrici-an  ir?, 
an  enchanted  cait?e,  hs  imagine  thai  hs  was  making  fiilv' 
vqrfes  for  the  beauiiiuL  Gldia^  as  hv  is  rcprekntei  \a  "he 
Komance  of  that  nameo  - 

J^on  Carlos,  v5/hGf«  name  Is  given -to  the  Novel  you  5f« 
now  reading,  was  ion  to  Philip  ll,  Hling  of  Spainj.  who 
was  himfelf  fon  of  the  EmperOi'  Chatlequint,  or  Charles 
Vih.  This  Charles  Vch.  '\%aa  at  ihe-  farae  u.rte  Sm|3i:ror 
of  Germany  and  King  of  S;^ain  ;  he  was.  b^iidfi,  '  ^i^^n 
of  all  Flande^^i  Eiio  ?ue  ^.t^x^t  part  t>f  Italy.  He  ictgned 
long  :  -bac,  two  of  three  years  before  his  dea-;b,  he  abdi- 
<5ated  tiecrown  ;  aad  i'gdred,  a*   s  prjvj^;;^  a«^ ;,    lO    th-s 
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convent  of  St.  J\i^,  in  Spsin.  He  ceded  the  Empire  to 
his  brother  Ferdinand  ;  and  Spain-,  America,  Flanders, 
and  Italy,  to  his  Son  Philip  II.  who  was  very  unlike  him  5 
for  he  was  proud  and  cruel,  even  towards  kis  Son  Don 
Carlos,  whom  he  pat  to  death. 

D-n  is  a  title,  which  is  given  in  Spain,  to  every  gen* 
llemen  ;  as  Monfizur  in  France,  and  Signor  in  Iraly.  For 
in  (lance  ;  if  you  were  in  Spain,  you  woald  be  called  M>en 
Philip.         Adieu, 


LETTER      LIII. 

BEAR  BOY,  '  Thurfday. 

OU  will  feldom  Hear  from  me,  without  an  admoniti- 
on to  thinly  AH  you  learn,  and  all  yoa  can  read, 
win  be  of  little  uie,  if  you  do  not  think  and  reafon  upon 
2t  yourfelf.  One  reads  to  know  other  people's  thoughts  5 
but  if  we  take  them  upon  truft,  without  examining  and 
comparing  them  with  our  own,  it  is  really  living  upon  o- 
ther  people's  fcraps,  or  retailing  other  people's  goods.  To 
know  the  thoughts  of  others  is  of  ufe,  becaufe  it  fuggCils 
thoughts, to  one's  felf,  and  helps  one  to  form  a  judgment, 3 
but'to  repeat  other  peopile's  thoughtSj  without  confidering 
whether  they  are  right  or  vvrOng,  is  the  talent  only  of  a 
parrot,  or  at  moH;  a  player. 

U  Night  were  given  yoa  as  a  fubje^l  to  cctnpofe  upon, 
you  wipuld  do  very  well  to  lorok  what  the  bed  authors  have 
Jaid  upon  it,  in  order  to  help  your  ow?i  invention  ;  but  then 
you  mull  think  of  it  afierwards  yourfelf,  and'exprefs  it  in 
your  own  manner,  or  elfe  you  would  be  at  bed  but  a  pla- 
g'zry.  A  plagiary  is  a  man  who  deals  other  people's 
thoughts,  and  puts  them  off  for  his  own.  Vou  would  fipxia 
for  example,  the  following  account  of  Night  in  Virgil  i 

Ncx  erafy  et  pJacidum  carpehant  fejpifoporem 
Corpora  per  terras  ;    (yl^teque  el  J/cva  quierant 
JEouora  :  cum  rnfidio  *volvun{ur  Jiuera  hpfu  ; 
Cum  tatet  cmnis  agef,  pecu'des  pifieeque  njolucres^ 
^jj^qiie  Incus  late  liqiiidcs,  qneeque  a/per  a  dumii 
Rnra  tenent  ;  fomno  pojit^  fub'  no8e  JihnM 
L^nihant  curas,  if  cerda  thlii£i  laLn'Um, 
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Heie  you  fee  the  effe£ls  of  Night  ;  that  i-t  brings  jel! 
to  men,  when  they  are  wearied  with  the  labours  of  the 
day  ;  that  the  flars  raove  in  their  regular  courfe  ;  that 
fiocks  and  birds  repofe  ihemfelves,  and  enjoy  the  quiet  of 
the  Night.  This,  upon  examination,  you  would  find  to 
be  all  true  ;  b\jt  then,  upon  confideration,  too,  you  would 
Had,  that  it  is  not  all  that  is  to  be  faid  upon  Night  ;  zn<^ 
many  more  qualities  and  effedts  of  'Night  would  occur  to 
you.  As  for  inftance-:  Though  night  is  in  general  the 
time  of  quiet  and  repofe,  yet  it  is  often  the  time,  too,  for 
the  4:ommiilion  and  fecurity  of  crimes  ;  fuch  as  rohberies^ 
.murders,  and  violations  ;  which  generally  leek  the  advaa- 
tage  of  darknefs,  as  favourable  for  the  efcapes  of  the  guil- 
ty. Night,  too,  though  it  brings  reft  and  refrefhment  to 
the  innocent  and  virtuous,  brings  difquiet  and  horror  to  ths 
guilty.  The  confcioufners  of  their  crimes  torments  theoi» 
and  denies  thim  deep  and  quiet-  Yo^  mightr  from  thefe 
reflexions,  confider  what  would  be  the  proper  epithets  to 
give  to  Night.  As  for  example  :  If  you  were  to  repre- 
fent  Night  in  its  moft  pleafing  fhape,  as  procuring  quiet 
and  refresh ment  froli  labour  and  toil,  ,  you  might  call  h 
ihe/riendlj'  Nighr,  i\\Q  Jilenf  Night,  the  nvelcome  Nighc> 
the  peaceful  Night  t  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  you  were  to 
reprefent  it  as  inviiing  to  the  commiffion  of  crimes,  you 
would  call  it  the  guihj  Night,  the  confctous  Night,  the  hor^ 
rid  Nig;ht  ;  with  many  other  epithets^  that  carry  along 
wiiK  them  the  idea  of  horror  and  guilt  ;  for  an  epiihet,  \o 
be  proper,  mull  always  be  adapted  ('^hat  is,  failed)  to  the 
circumiiances  of  the  perfon  or  thing  to  which  it  is  given. 
Thus  Virgil,  who  generally  gives  Eneas  the  epithet  of 
PiQusy  becaufe  of  his  piety  to  the  Gods,  and- his  duty  to 
his  fither,  calls  him  Dux  Eueas,  where  he  reprefent^  hiin  • 
making  love  to  Dido,  as  a  proper  epithet  for  him  in  that' 
Situation  ;  becaufe  making  love  becomes  a  General  much 
better  than  a  man  of  iisgular  pie(y. 

Lay  afide,  for  a  few  minutes,  the  thoughts  of  phy,    and 
diink  ci'l  this  ferioufly.  ^ 

Amoto  quaramui  feria  luaa. 


You  may  come  to  me  or,  Saturday  morning,  before  ) o. 
go  to  Mr,  Maittaire. 

L   E   r- 


s^  LORD  CHESTERFIlLD's 

LETTER      LlVo 

Sunday^ 
DEAR  BOY, 

I  Shall  r©t  foon  leave  t|ie  fufejeft  of  inventicm  and 
thinking  ;  which  I  would  have  you  apply  to  as  much 
as  your  age  and  giddinefs  will  permit.  XJfe  will  make  it 
«%'ery  day  eafier  to  yoa.  and  age  and  obfervatipn  will  imr 
prove  it.  Virtue  is  a  fubjedt  that  deferves  your  and  every 
nian*s  attention  ;  and  fuppofe  I  were  to  bid  you  make 
fome  verfes,  or  give  nve  your  thoughts  in  profe,  upon^  the 
fubjeft  of  Virtue,  How  would  you  go  about  it  ?  Why, 
^ou  wodd  firft  coRfjder  what  virtue  is  j  and  ihen  what  are 
the  cffedls  and  marks  of  it,  both  wiih  regard  to  others  and 
cn€*s  feif.  You  would  fir,d  then,  that  virtue  confills  in 
coing  good,  and  in  fpeaking  truth  ;  and-  ihat  the  effcfls 
of  it  are  advantageous  to  all  mankind^,  and  to  one*&/df  in 
particular.  Virtue  makes  us  pi>^y  and^^elieve  the  miEfcr- 
lunss  of  mankind  ;  it  makes  us  promote  jut^ice  and  good 
order  in  fociety  ;  and,  in  general,  contributes  to  whatever 
tends  to  the  real  good  of  mankind.  T»>  ourfelves  it  gives 
tn  inward  comfort  and  fatisfaf^ion,  which  nothing  elfe  can 
do,  and  which  nothing  cam  rob  us  of.  AH  other  advan- 
t?.ges  depend  upon  others,  as  much  as  upon  ourfelve^. 
Jtiches,  power,  arid  greatnefs,  jmaybe  t?ken  away  ftem 
«s»  byjhe  violence  and  injuillce  of  others,  or  by  inevita- 
ble accidents  ;  bur  Virtue  depend^  Gfily  upon  ocrfelves, 
S'-d  nobody  can  take  it  away  from  us.  Sicknefs.  may  de- 
.prive  us  of  all  the  pleafures  cf  the  body  ;  but  it  cannot 
deprive  us  of  our  Virtue,  nor  of  the  fatjsfa^ion  which  we 
feel  from  it.  A  virtuous  man,  under  all  the  misfortunes 
of  jifs,  ftill  ^nds  an  inward  cor^fort  and  fa tisfa^ftion, which 
mskes  him  happier  than  ^ny  wicked  man  can  be,  with 
a!l  the  other  advanragef  of  life,  jf  a  man  has  acquireci 
g^paf  power  and  riches  by  falfehood,  ir,}uftice,  ardopprefu- 
«:;i.  he  carnot  enjoy  them  ;  becaufe  his  confcience  will' 
-U^-nf>ent  hiiGi,  and  ccniiantly  reproach  h^m  with  the  mean-s 
^y  wh-:ch  he  sot  them.  The  iiings  of  his  confcience  will 
rot  even  Ipt  h':m  fltep  qinetiy  ;  but  he  will  dream-  of  his 
i:r\mti  :  and  in  the  day-time,  when  alone,  and  when  he 
)}&s  rime  to  think,  he  will  be  uneafy  and  melancholy.  He 
is  afraid  of  every  thing  ;  for^  as  he  knows  mankind  muli 
tiP.ie    hiiBj    he  has   reaibn  to-  thick    they  wUi  hurt  him  if 

/"      '  thej 
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they  can.  Whereas,  if  a  virtuous  man  be  ever  Co  poor,  or 
unfortunate  inihe  world,  ftill  his  virtue  is  its  own  reward, 
and  will  comfort  him  under  all  affldtions  The  quiet  and 
fatisfadlion  of  his  confcience  make  him  chearfuf  by  day, 
and  fleep  found  of  nighrs  :  he  can  be  alone  with  pleafure, 
and  is  not  afraid  of  his  jo-wn  thoughts.  Befides  fhis,  he  is 
aniverfally  efteemed  and  refpeded  ;  for  even  the  moll 
wicked  people  themfelves  cannot  help  admiring  and  re-, 
fpefting  Virtue  in  Others.  AI]  thefe,  and  many  other  ad- 
vantages, you  would  afcribe  to  Virtue,  it  you  were  to  com- 
pofe  upon  that  fubj eft.     A  Poet  fays, -^- 

Ip/a  quidem  Virtus y  Jilimet  pulcherrlma  merges. 

And  Claudlan  has  the  following  lines  upon  that  fubje6l ^ 

.  Ipfa  qui/^em  Virtus  fntium  Jlhi,  folaque  laft 
Fartunte  ficura  nititt  :  net  fafcibus  ullis 
Erjgitur  \  plaujuque  pgiit  clarefcere  'vulgi. 
Nil  opts  externa  cupiens,  nil  indiga  laudis  % 
Divitiit  animofa  fuisy  immoiaque  cunilis 
CafihuSy  ex  aha  mortalia  dejpicit  arce. 

Adieu, 


LETTER      LV. 

DEAR  BOY,  Wednefday/ 

'OU  behaved  yourfelf  (o  well  at  Mr.  Boden's,  Jail 
^  Sunday,  that  you  juftly  deferve  commendation  ;  bc« 
Ides,  you  Encourage  me.  to  g»ve  you  fome  rules  of  polite- 
3»e/s  and  good-b  ceding,  being  per fcaded  chat  you  will  ob- 
ferv^  them.  Know  then,  that  as  learning,  honour,  and 
virtue,  are  abfolutcly  necefiary  to  gain  you  the  efteem  and 
tdmiration  of  mankind  ;  politenefs  and  good  breeding 
are  equally  neceifafy  to  make  you  welcome  and  agreeable 
ia  converfation  and  common  life.  Great  talenis,  fuch  as 
ibonour,  vir'oe,  learning,  and  parts,  are  above  the  gene- 
fstity  of  the  world  ;  who  neither  pciTefs  themfelves,  nor 
judge  of  thern  rightly  in  ethers  :  bat  all  people  are  judges 
of  the  lefier  talents,  fuch  as  civility,  a^abilit^,  and  an  o- 
b'igi ng  agteeable  addrefs  and  manner  ;  bscaufe   they  feel 

the 


X^^  LOKD  eHESTERflELD's 


c^cr 


tlie  good  c^eSfS  of  them,  as  making  focicty  cafy  and  pl^a- 
fing.  Good-fenfe  muft,  in  masiy  cafes,  'determine  good- 
breeding  ;  becaufe  the  fame  thing  that  would  be  civil  at 
one  time  and  to  one  perfon,  may  be  quite  oiherwife  at 
another  time  and  to  another  perfon  ;  bat  there  are  fome 
geneial  rules  of  good-breeding,  that  hold  always  true,  and 
id  all  cafes.  As  for  examj^Ie  :  It  is  always  extremely  rude, 
to  anfwer  only  Yes,  or  No,  to  &ny  body,  without  adding. 
Sir,  My  Lord,  or  M.dam,  according  tor  the  quality  of  the 
perfoR  you  fpeak  to  ;  as,  in  French,  you  mult  always  hy 
Manfifur,  Milord,  I\^Jarfie,  and  Mademaifelhr  I  foppofe 
you  know  that  ts^i^  married  woman  is»  in  French,  Ma- 
damey  and  every  unmarried  one  is  Msidemcijtlle.  It  is  like- 
mfe -extremely  rudf,  not  to  give  the  proper  attention,  and 
a  civil  anfwer,  when  people  fpeak  to  you  ;  or  to  go  away, 
or  be  doing  fomething  elfe,  while  they  are  (peaking  to 
you  ;  for  that  convinces  them  that  you  defpife  them,  and 
io  not  think  it  worth  year  while  to  hear  or  anfwer  what 
they  fay.  I  dare  fay,  I  need  not  tell  you  how  rade  it  is, 
to  take  the  beil  place  in  a  room,  or  to  feize  immediate- 
ly upon  what  you  like  at  table,  without  offering  ^rft  to 
help  others  ;  as  if  you  confidered  nobody  but  yourfelf. 
Qn  the  contrary,  you  ihould  always  endeavour  to  procure 
all  the  conveniences  you  can  to  the  people  y>u  are  with. 
Bsfides  being  civil,  wliich  is  abfolutely  neceflary,  the  per« 
fedtion  of  good- breeding  is,  to  be  civil  with  eafe,  and  ia 
a  gentleman-like  manner.  For  this,  you  fhould  obferve 
the.  French  people  ;  v/sio  excel  in  it,  and  whofe  politenefij 
feenis  as  eafy  and  natural  as  any  other  part  of  their  con- 
verfation.  Whereas  the  Engiilh  are  often  awkward  in 
their  civilities  ;  and,  when  they  mean  to  be  civil,  are  too 
much  afhsmed  to  get  it  out.  But  pray,  do  you  remember 
jyever  to  be  afhamed  of  doing  what  is  right  ;  you  would 
have  a  great  deal  of  reafon  to  be  afhamed,  if  you  were 
r.ot  civil  ;  but  what  reafon  can  you  have  to  be  afhamed 
of  being  civil  ?  And  why  not  fay  a  civil  and  cbiiging 
thing,  as  eafily  and  as  naturally  as  you  would  afk  vvhat  o'-* 
clock  it  is  ?  This  kind  of  bafhfulnefs,  which  is  juftly 
called,  by  the  French,  mcwvaife  honte,  is  the  tliflinguifh- 
ing  chapi^ter  of  an  E.iglifh  booby  ;  who  n  frightened  out 
of  his  wits,  when  fJeople  of  fafhion  fpeak  to  him  ' ;  and, 
when  he  is  to  anfwer  them,  bi-ufhes,  itammersj  can  hardly 

get 
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geteut  what  he  would  fay  ;  and  becomes  really  ridiailou*, 
from  a  groundlefs  fear  of  being  laughed  at  :  whereas  a 
real  well-bred  man  would  fpeak  to  all  the  Kings  in  the 
world,  with  as  little  concern,  and  as  much  eafe,  as  he 
would  fpeak  to  you.  .  .      .   ' 

Remember,  then,  that  to  bjq  civil,  and  to  be  civil  with 
cafe  (which  is  properly  called  good-breeoiBg)  is  the  only 
way  to  be  beloved,  and  well  received  in  company  j  that 
to  be  ill-bred  and  rude,  is  intolerable,  and  the  way  to  be 
kicked  out  of  company  ;  and  that  to  be  bafhful,  is  to  be 
ridiculous.  As  I  am  fure  you  will  mind  and  pra£tife  all 
this,  I  expe£l  that  when  you  are  novennis,  you  will  not 
only  be  the  beft  fcholar,  but  the  beft-bred  boy,  in  Eng* 
land,  of  your  age.         Adku. 


L    E    T    T    E    R      LVL 

Philippus  Chellerfield  " 

Philippo  Stanhope,   adhuc  puerulo,  fed  eras   e    puerhla 

egre£uro.     S.  D. 

HANC  ultimam  ad  te,  uti  ad  puerum,  cprftolam  mi«- 
to  ;  eras  enim,  ni  fallor,  fies  novennis,  ita  yt  ab- 
hire  mihi  tecum  qi  all  cam  adolefcentulo  agendum  erit. 
Alia  enim  nunc  rario  vits  et  fiudiorum  tibi  fafctpiends 
eft  ;  levita^et  nugse  pusrijes  relinqaend^  funr,  animuf<jue 
ad  feria  intendendus  eft.  Quse  enim  puerum  decebanC^ 
adolefcentulo  dedecori  efTent.  Quare  omnibus  vlribus  tiW 
enitehdum  eft,  ut  tc  alium  prsebeas,  et  lU  erudidone,  mo- 
ribus,  et  urbanitate,  aliifque  animi  dotibas,  adolefcentulor 
cjufdem  astatis,  aeque  fuperes,  ac  jam  puerulus  puerults  t»i 
teraporis  fuperafti.  Tecum  obfecr©  reputa,  quantum  tibi 
erubefcendum  foret,  fi  te  nunc  vinci  patiafis,  ab  iis,  quos 
adhuc  vicilli.  Exempli  gratia  :  Si  adolefcentulus  ©nflow, 
fcholse  Weftraonailerienns  nunc  alumnus,  dim  fodaiis 
.luus,  et  novennis  seque  ac  tu  ;  fi  ille,  inquam,  locum  tibi 
foperiorem  in  fchoia  rnerito  obtinerer,  quid  ageres,  rogo  ? 
Qtio  tenderes  i*  iilinc  enim  difcedendura  ^oret^  sbi  cum. 
d'gnitate  manere  non  pofTes  ?  Quaie,  fi  tibi  fama  apud 
omnes,  et  crratia  p.pud'me,  curse  eft,  fac  omni  fi:udio  et  la- 
bore,  ut  adolefcenruiorum  eruditorum  facile.princeps  meri» 
t9  dki  polTis.     Sic  te  fervet  ?itcT  Omaiooicns,    tibi    det. 

que 
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que  tit  omnibus  ornatu.s   excel  las   rebus,     AdcJam  etianij, 
qiiod  Koratius  Tibullo  fuo  optat,  ut. 

Gratia,.  famZy  valetudo  contingat  abunde  ; 
£c  mundus  vi<ftusj  non  deficience  crumena  1 

Kalend,  Mail,  1741.  Vale. 

T  R  A  N  S  L  A  T  I  O  N. 

Phi'ip  Cheflerfield  ^ 
To  Philip  Stanhope,  )et  a  litrle  boy,    but  to-morrow  go* 
ing  out  of  childhood. 

THIS  18  the  laft  letter  I  ihall  write  to  yott  as  to  a  lit- 
tie  boy  ;  for,  to-morrow,  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  yoa 
^ill  attain  your  ninth  y^ar  ;  fo  that,  for  the  faturc,  I  /hall 
treat  you  as  a  youth.  You  muil  now  commence  a  diSe- 
lent  courfe  of  life,  a  diiFerent  courfe  of  ftudies.  No  more 
levity  :  childifii  toys  and  play-ihings  mull  be  thrown  a- 
fide,  and  ycur  mind  direfted  to  feriouj  objects.  What 
was  not  unbecoming  of  a  child,  would  b^  difgraceful  to  a 
youth.  Wherefore,  endeavour,  with  all  your  might,  to 
ihow  a  fuitable  change  ;  and,  by  learning,  good  manners, 
politenefs,  and  other  accomp!i(hments,  to  furpafs  ihofe 
youths  of  your  own  age,  whom  hitherto  you  have  furpaf- 
fed  when  boys.  ,  ConSder,  I  intreat  you,  how  ihameful  it 
would  be  for  you,  fhould  you  let  them  get  the  better  of 
you  now.  For  in  fiance  :  Should  Onflow,  now  a  Weft- 
niinfter  fcholar,  lately  your  conipanion,  and  a  youth  of 
nine  years  old  as  you  are  ;  fhould  he,  I  fay,  defervecly 
obtain  a  place  in  /chool  above  yoa.  what  would  you  do  ? 
where  would  you  run  to  hide  yourfelf  f  You  would  cer- 
tainly be  glad  to  quit  a  place  where  you  could  not  remain 
with  honour.  If,  therefore,  you  have  any  regard  for  your 
own  reputation,  and  a  titfi^e  (o  pleafe  me,  fee  that,  by 
linrcaaitung  attention- and  labour,  you  may,  with  juitice 
be  ftyled  the  i-^*?*/ of  your  clafs.  So  may  the  Almighty 
preferve  you,  and  beftow  upon  you  his  choiceit  blefiings  I 
1  ftiall  add  what  Horace  wifhes  for  his  Tibullus  : 

Gratia,  fa^a^  'vahtudo  contingat  abunde  ; 

Et  mundus  vi^usy  uon  dejicunts  crumma'  ! 

Kalends  ef  May,   1741. 

L    E    T' 
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L    E    T    T    E    R      LViL 

Bruflels,  May  the  30th,  N,  S,  1741. 
BEAR  BOY, 

1  Be  LI  EVE  we  are  yet  well  enough  together  for  you  to 
be  glad  to  hear  of  my  fafe  arrival  on  this  f:de  of  tEe 
water,  which  I  croflTed  in  four  hours  time  from  Dover  to 
Calais.  By  the- way,  Calais  was  the  laH  town  that  th© 
Engllfh  kept  in  France,  after  it  was  conquered  by  Henry 
V  ;  and  it  was  yielded  up  to  France  in  .he  reign  of  the 
popifh-  X^eenoMary,  daughter  to  Henry  VIIJ.  FroM 
Calais  I  went  to  Dunkirk  :  which- belonged  formerly  to 
the  Spaniards,  and  wis  taken  ,by  Oliver  ,Crpmvyell  ;  bufe 
afterwards  fnaoiefully  fold  to  France,  by  King  Charles  ii. 
From  Dunkirk  I  went  to  Lifle  ;  which  is  a  very  grea'', 
rich,  and  ftrong  to-vn,  belonging  to  France,  and  tfTe  chief 
town  of  French  Flanders.  From  Irifle  I  came  to  Ghent  ; 
which  is  the  capital  of  that  part  cf  Flanders  that  belones 
to  the  Queen  of  Hungary,-  as  h-eirefs  of  the  houfe  of  .Anf" 
tria.  It  is  a  very  large  town,  but  neither  rich  nor  itrorvg. 
The  Emperor  Charles  V.  was  born  there,  and  his  flatue 
is  upon  a  pillar  in  the  middle  of  a  great  fqijare.  From 
Lifle,  I  came  here  to  B'-uifels  ;  v»^hich  is  the  chief  town  of 
Brabant,"  and  a  very  fine  one.  Here  the  beil  cr^-^ilets 
are  made,  and  mod  of  the  fine  laces  that  yo^j  fee  worn  in 
England.  You  may  follow  me  through  'his  jcamev  upon 
your  map  ;    rill  you  fake  it.  feme  time  he'^ce,   in  rea'irv.. 

I  exped  )0u  to  make  prodigious  imp<ovemenr^  '-?  you'- 
learning,  by  the  time  I  fee  you  again  ;  for  now  thar  jct 
are  paft  nine  years  old,  you  have  no  time  to  lofe  ;  a^d  I 
wait  with  impatience  for  a  good  account  of  you  from  Mr. 
Maittaire  ;  I  dare  not  buy  any  thing  for  you  till  theo, 
for  fear  I  fhould  be  obliged  to  keep  it  myfelf.  But  if  C 
fliould  have  a  very  good  account,  there  ihall  be  very  goo4 
rewards  brought  over.     Adieu. 

Make  my  compliments  to  your  Mamma  ;  and,  w.hea 
you  write  10  me,  fsad  your  letters  to  my  houfe  in  town. 


E     T- 
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LETTER      LVIIL 

A  Aix-Ia>ChapeIIe,  8  Juin,  N.  Se 

MON  CHER  ENFANT, 

ME  voici  a  Aix-la-Chapelle  depuis  quatre  jours,  d*oii 
je  prends  la  iiberte  de  vous  affurer  de  rocs  refpeds  5 
ffie  douiant  pas  que  vdus  n'aiez  la  bonic  de  me  pardonner 
i  je  vous  iraporcune  trop  fouvent  par  mes  lettres.  Je  fais 
combien  votre  terns  eft  pricieux,  et  vous  I'emploi'ez  fi 
luriJeinent,  que  je  me  ferois  conf^ience  d'interrompre  le 
cours  de  vos  etudes,  que  vous  pourfaivez,  fans  doate,  avec 
tant  de  fucces  et  d'a.tention.  Mais  raillerie  apart,  j'efpere 
que  vous  apprenes  comme  il  faut,  et  que  Mcniiear  Mais- 
taire  eft  tres  content  de  vous,  ear  aa;rement  je  vous  affure 
que  je  ferai  tres  mccontent. 

A  pr*3pos  d'apprendre  ;  je  vsas  dirai,  que  j'ai  va  ss 
Biuxelles  un  petit  garden  a  peu  pres  de  votre  age,  le  nh 
du  Comte  de  I'Annoy,  qui  favoit  le  Larin  parfaitment 
bien,  joijoit  la  comedie,  et  ceclamoit  la  tragedie  Frati^oife 
dans  la  derniere  perfed^ion.  Mais  c'eft  qu'il  s'sppliquoir, 
ct  retenoit  ce  qu'il  avoit  une  fois  appris.  De  plus  il  etoit 
tres  poli  ;  et  dans  une  compagnie  nombreufe,  qu'il  ne 
connoiiToit  pas,  ii  n'etoit  point  du  tout  ceconcerx*.  msis 
parloit  et  repondoit  a  un  chacun  avec  manieres  et  aifance,, 

©ette  ville  ici  eft  afFes  grande,  mais  affez  mauvaife  % 
elle  s'appelle.  en  Latin  Aquifgramim,  C*eft  la  premiere 
vllle  Imperiaie  ct  libre  de  lout  rEmptre  ;  c'elt  a  dife, 
qu'elle  eft  gouvernee  par  h^  propres  Magiftrats,  qu'ell® 
ehoiftt  elle  meme,  et  qu'elle  3  fes  droits  aax  quels  I'Em. 
pereur  re  peat  pas  doaner  aSteints.  Charlemagne  y  fu? 
couronne  E-n?  pereur  J 'an  Soo  ;  et  Ton  rnontre  encore  ici, 
dans  Peglife  cathedrale,  la  couronne  dont  il  fui  couronne. 
Elle  n'eft  d^aillears  fameufe  que  par  fes  eaux  mineral?, 
Qui  y  attireiit  beaucoap  de  monde  *  elles  font  fort  chaudeis 
(&t  fort  degoutantes,  fsntant  les  ccufs  pouriis-. 

Les  villea  Imperiales  ont  voix  a  la  Dieie  de  rEmp?re-> 
qai  fe  tient  a  Ratifbinne  ;  c'eft  a  dire,  a  TAiTemblee  dg 
I'Empire  :  c'eft  la  ou  les  Eledeurs,  les  Princes,  et  les  si\- 
Ilea  Imperiales,  envo'ient  leurs  Deputes  pour  re^Ier  les  af=. 
faires  de  fEmpire  conjointemeni:  avec  i'Em pereur  ;  com- 
.me  notre  Parlemcnt  fait  en  Angieterre.  De  forte,  qqe 
vQU-s  ^^uiez,  que  I'Empirc  d' Alleniagj^e    eft    un  E:at  .libre 
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dsns  leqjisl  aucune  loi  ne  peut  etre  faite  fans  Is  confente- 
menc  de  I'Empereur,  des  Ele(^eurs,  des  Princes  Soave- 
rains,  et  des  villes  Imperiaies.  11  efl  bon  que  vous  f ichL^z 
les  differences  formss^e  gouvernement,  des  difrerens  fais 
de  I'Europe  ;  et  quand  vous  lifez  leur  hiiloires,  faiies  y 
une  attention  pardculiere.     Adieu  pgur  cette  fois. 

TRANSLATION. 

Aix-la-Chapelle,  Jane  the  Sth,  N.  S. 
MY  DEAR  CHILD,  ,    - 

TT  is  now  four  days  fince  Larrived  here  at  Aix-Ia-Cha- 
j^  pelle  ;  from  whence  I  take  the  liberty  of  aHiiring  yon 
cf  my  refpecls,  not  doubting^ but  you  will  be  fo  good  to 
forgive  me  if  I  importune  you  too  ofiea  with  my  letters. 
I  know  your  tiine  is  valuable  ;  and  am  fenfible,  that  it 
would  be  pity  to  interrupt  the  courfe  of  your  ftudies,  whick 
I  do  not  queftion  but  you  purfue  with  great  fuccefs  and 
attention.  Hovvever,  fetting  afide  all  raillery,  I  hope  yoa 
learn  as  you  ought  ;  and  that  Mr.  tvlaiirtaire  is  fatisfied, 
otherwife:  I  can  aflure  you  that  I  fliall  be  very  much  dif- 
fatisfied. 

yi  prop^s  of  learning  ;  I  muft  tell  you,  tha^  I  have  feen 
at  Bruflels,  a  liale  boy,  of  about  your  age  ;  he  is  fun  to 
Gomte  de  I'Annoy  :  he  knows  Latin  perfedly  ;  he  plays 
in  comedy,  and  declaims  in  French  tragedy  molt  exqui- 
^tely  well  :  but  this  is  becaufe  fee  applies,  and  reisl'ns 
whatever  he  has  once  learnt.  Bciides  all  this,  he  is  very 
poiite  ;.and,  in  the  midft  of  a  numerous  conipany^- whom 
lie  did  not  know,  he  was  not  in  the  leaft  dtfconcerted  ; 
bu:  fpoke,  and  anfwered  each  perfon,  with  good  manners, 
and  with-^afe. 

This  town  is  large,  but  rather  ugly  ;  it  is  called  in  La- 
tin Aq.uifgra-num.  it  is  the  firft  imperial  and  free  city  of 
the  Empire  ;  and,  as  fuch.  has  the  priviit-ge  of  chufing  its 
own  Magillrs'-es,  is  governed  by  them,  and  is  in  poiui'fiioii 
of  other  jigbtsthat  cannot  be  infrinired  by  the  Emperor. 
In  the  year  Soo,  Gharlemagne  was  here  crowned  .Emper- 
or ;  and  the  crown  uTed  in  that  ceremony  is  Rill  Pao'.vn 
In  the  cathedral  of  this  place.  Jt  is  not  fanjnus  for  any 
thing  but  itb  mineral  waters  ;  which  eccifi-n  z  j^seU  re- 
fort  of  people  :  they  are  vtxs  heating,  and  dii :.«:.;•:;.' b!e  to 
fha  taile^  having  the  fivour  of  rouea  eggs.  The 
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The  imperial  towns  feave  a  voice,  at  the  Diet  of  theEm' 
pire»  that  IS  held  at  Ratifooa  ;  which  is  the  Afiembly  of 
the  Empire  :  thither  the  Electors,  Princes,  and  Imperial 
Towns,  (tnd  their  Deputies,  to  fettle  the  afeiis  of  the  Em- 
pire jointly  with  the  Emperor ;  as  our  Parliament  does  in 
England.  By  this  you  may  fee,  that  the  Empire  of  Ger- 
many is  a  free  ^ute  ;  in  which  no  hw  can  be  made  with. 
tut  the  confent  of  the  Emperor,  the  Electors,  the  Sove- 
reign Princes,  and  the  Imperial  Towns.  You  ought  to 
know  the  diferent  forms  of  government  of  the  difterent 
countries  in  Europe  ;  anH,  wlien  you  read  the  hiftories  of 
thera,  be>ftow  a  particular  attentiga  upon  that  circum- 
ilancso     Adieu  for  this  time. 
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Spa^  the  z^th  July,  N.  S.  r:^.;  i . 
BEAR  EOY,  ^  [  ^ 

Havh  often  t®Id  you  in  my  foriTEer  letters  (and  it  U 
mcft  certainly  true),  that  tke  ftricteil  and  m©il  ferypu- 
lous  honour  and  virtue  caii  alone  make  you  efteemcd  and 
%'alued  by  mankind  ;  that  parts  and  learning  can  alont 
^ake  you  admired  and  celebrated,  by  them  ;  but  that  ;he 
^'oikffion  of  Iciler  {aler\ts  was  niGll  abfolutply  nectiTary  to- 
w-rdi  £3&.king  you  liked,  beloved,  and  fought  after  in  pii~ 
^ute  lifs.  Of  thefe  leiTer  ta'ents,  goed-breeding  ii  tb«; 
principal  (ind  moft  neceilary  onj?.  not  only  as  it  is  vtry 
iiTipoftant  in  itfeif,  but  as  it  adds  great  luilre  to  the  mdt 
iolid  adva-'sges  bouS  of  the  h^ari  and  the  mind.  J  havf; 
tifctn  towch'ed  upon  gcod-brceding  ro' y.ou  before  ;  lo  thst 
.hi?  icrtei  ilisi]  be  upon  tke  next  r.eceil'ary  quaJifjC::tion  to  it, 
.  L"'.:b  ;,  a  gpn'^e^l  fs/y  ni^nricr  ard  carriage,  vvholly  free 
liithi  :hofc  odd  trick?,  ill  habifs,  and  awkwardneiT' s, which 
p'.  I  I)  ix^kviv  very  vvi"f!hy  ard  icrifjble  pcop'e  have  in  their 
behaviour.  Howevc-r  tjijiifig  a  ^unieel  manner  iDay 
found,  ii  is  of  very  great  conk  qtu 'nee  tcwajcs  pleafing  in 
privaie  iift,  .erpecialiy  the  ivcrncn  ;  which,  cne  time  or 
oiher,  you  will  think  vvortl)  pleafing  ;  and  1  have  known 
ivinny  a  man,  from  his  awk'-vardnefs,  give  people  futh  a 
'iiiiike  of  him  at  firft,  th?t  all  bis  aieiit  could  not  get  the 
l.'L.ter  of  it  uf.crward:.      V/herfa;  a    f-er/.ccl    ipanner  pre- 
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pofTefTes  people  in  your  favour,  bends  them  towards  you, 
and  makes  them  wi(h  to  like  you.  Awkwardnefs  can  pre- 
ceed  but  from  two  caufes  ;  either  from  not  having  kept 
good  company,  or  from  not  having  attended  to  it.  As 
for  your  keeping  good  company,  I  will  take  care  of  that ; 
do  you  take  care  to  cbferve  their  ways  and  manners,  and 
to  form  your  own  upon  them.  Attention  is  abfolutely 
neccffary  for  this,  as  indeed  it  is  for  every  thing  elfc  ;  and 
a  man  without  attention  is  not  fit  to  live  in  the  world. 
When  an  awkward  fellow  flrlt  comes  into  a  room  it  is 
highly  probable,  that  his  fword  gets  between  his  !eg«,  and 
throws  tim  down,  or  makes  him  ftumble  at  leaft  :  when 
ht  has  recovered  this  accident,  he  goes  and  places  himfelf 
In  the  very  place  of  the  whole  room  where  he  fiiould  not  : 
itere  he  foon  lets  his  hat  fall  down  ;  and,  in  taking  it  up 
iigain,  throws  down  his  cane  :  in  recovering  his  cane,  his 
hat  falls  a  fecond  time  :  fo  that  he  is  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
before  he  is  in  order  again.  If  he  drinks  tea  or  coffee,  he 
certainly  fcalds  his  mouthj^  a^d  lets  either  the  cup  or  the' 
faacer  fall,  and  fpills  the  tea  or  coffee  in  his  breeches. 
At  dinner,  his  awkwardpefs  dilHngaiihss  iifelf  particular- 
ly, as  he  has  more  to  do  :  there  he  holds  his  knife,  fork, 
and  fpoon,  dilFe/ently  from  other  people  ;  eats  with  his 
knife  to  the  great  danger  of  his  mouth  ;  picks  his  teeth 
with  his  iork  ;  and  puts  his  fpoon,  which  has  been  in  hi« 
throat  twenty  times,  into  the  diihes  agaifi.  If  he  is  to 
carve,  he  can  never  hit  the  joint  ;  but  in  his  vain  efforts 
to  cut  through  the  bone,  fcalters  the  /auce  in  every  body's 
face.  He  generally  daubs  himfelf  with  f^up  and  greafc, 
though  his  napkin  is  conamonly  ftuck  through  a  button- 
hole,, and  tickles  his  chin.  When  he  drinks,  he  infallibly 
coughs  in  hi.>.  glafs,  and  befprinkles  the  company.  Be- 
fides  all  this,  he  has  ftrange  tricks  and  gellures  ;  fuch  as 
fluffing  up  his  nofe,  making  faces,  putting  his  fingers  in 
his  no(e,  or  blowing  it  and  looking  afterwards  in  his 
handkerchief,  fo ,  as  to  make  the  company  iick.  Kis 
hands,  are  troub^efome  to  him  when  he  has  not  fome- 
thing  in  them,  and  he  does  net  know  where  to  put  themj 
but  they  arc  in  perpetual  motion  between  his  bofom  and 
his  breeches  :  he  does  not  wear  his  clothes,  and,  in  fhort, 
^0?5  noihing  I'ike  oshe?  people.  '  All  this,    J  ow3;    is  nor 
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In  any  degree  criminal  :  but  it  is  highly  difagreeable  and 
yicJicuIous  in  company,  and  ought  moH  carefully  to  be  a* 
voided  bywhaever  defires  to  pieafe. 

From  this  account  oF  what  you  ftiouM  not  do,  you  may 
eafily  judge  what  you  fliQuld  do  ;  and  a  due  attention  to 
the  mannets  of  peopie  ot  fafhion,  and  who  have  feen  the 
world,  wili  make  i^  habitual  and  familiar  to  you. 

There  is,  likewifs,  an  awkwardnefs  of  ^preflion  and 
words,  moil  carefully  to  be  avoided  ;  luch  •  as  f^Iie  Eng- 
liih,  bad  pronunciation,  old  fayir.gs,  and  common  pro- 
verbs ;  which  are  (o  many  proofs  of  having  kept  bad  and 
Jow  company.  For  e^iample  :  If,  inlleao  of  faying  that 
taftes  are  diferent,  and  that  every  man  has  his  own  pecu- 
liar one,  you  (houid  let  off  a  proverb,  and  fay,  That  what 
is  one  man's  mt;at  is  another  man's  poifon  ;  or  elfe.  Eve- 
ry one  as  they  like,  as  the  good  man  faid  when  he  ki/fed 
his  cosv  ;  every  body  would  be  perfuaded  that  you  had 
never  kept  company  with  any  body  above  footmen  and 
lioufe-maids. 

Attention. will  do  all  this  ;  and  without  attention  noth- 
ing is  to  be  done  :  want  of  attention,  which  is  really 
want  of  thought,  is  either  foUy  or  madneis.  You  ihould 
KOt  only  have  attention  to  eveiy  thing,  but  a  quicknefs  of 
attention,  (o  as  to  pbferve,  at  once,  all  the  peopk  in  the 
room  ;  cheir  motions,  their  looks,  and  their  words  ;  and 
yet  without  fearing  at  them,  and  fe.eming  to  be  an  dbfer- 
ver.  This  quick  and  unobferved  obfervadon  is  of  infinite 
advantage  in  life,  and  is  to  be  acquired  with  care  ;  and^ 
on  the  contrary,  what  is  called  abfence,  which  is  a  thought- 
Jeffnefs  aHO  want  of  attention  about  what  is  doing,  makes 
a  man  fo  like  cither  a  fool  or  a  madman,  thar,  for  my 
part,  I  fee  no  real  difference.  A  fool  never  has  thought  ; 
a  madman  has  loft  it  5  and  an  abfent  man  is,  for  the  time, 
without  it. 

Adieu  !  D;re£t  your  next  to  me,  chf^.  Monj^eur  Chahert^ 
Banqmer^  a  Paris  :  and  take  care  that  i  tirjd  tr,e  improve- 
ments I  expe^,  at  my  return. 


l'« 
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LETTER       LX. 

Spa,  Auguft  the  6th,  1741* 
DEAR  BOY, 

IAm  very  well  pleafed  with  the  feveral  performances 
you  fent  me  ;  and  ftill  more  fo  with  Mr.  Maittaire's 
letter  that  accompanied  them,  in  which  he  gives  me  a 
much  better  account  of  you  than  he  did  in  his  former. 
Laudari  a  laudato  "viro,  was  always  a  commendable  am° 
feition  ;  encourage  that  ambition,  and  continue  to  deferve 
the  praifes  of  the  praife-worthy.  While  you  do  fo,  yo?j 
ihall  have  whatever-  you  will  from  me  ;  and  when  yoa 
ceafe  to  do  fo,  you  fhall  have  nothing.    , 

I  am  glad  you  bave  begun  to  compofe  a  little  ;  it  will 
give  you  an  habit  of  thinking  upon  fubjeds,  which  is  at 
leaft  as  necsflary  as  reading  them  :  therefore  pray  icnd  me 
year  thoughts  upon  this  fubjed  : 

**.  Non  Jlhl^  fed  tsti  ginitum  fe  credire  mundo^^\\ 

It  is  a  part  of  Cato's  charafler  in  Lucan  ;  who  {zy^^  that 
Cato  did  not  think  himfelf  born  far  himfelf  only,  but  for 
all  mankiao.  Let  me  know,  then,  whether  you -think 
that,  a  man  is  born  only  for  his  ovva  pleafure  and  advan- 
tage, or  whether  he  is  not  obliged  to  contribute  to  the 
good  of  the  focie'y  in  which  he  lives,  and  of  all  mankind 
in  general  This  is  certain,  that  every  man  receives  ad- 
vantages from  fociety,  which  he  could  not  have  if  he  were 
the  only  man  inthe  world  :  therefore,  is  he  not  in  fotne 
meafure,  in  debt  to  fociety  ?  and  is  he  not  obliged  to  do 
for  others  what  they  da  for  him  ?  You  msy  do  this  in 
Englifh  or  Latin,  which  you  pieafe  ;  for  it  is  the  thinking 
parr,  and  not  the  language,  that  I  mind  in  this  cafe. 

1  war"ned  you,  in  my  lail,  againiJ  thofe  dif2greeaB*6 
tricks  and  avvkwardnefTes,  wh.ch  many  people  contra:": 
when  they  ate  young,  by  the  negligence  of  their  parrri^s, 
^nd  cannot  gee  quit  of  them  when  they  are  old  ;  fbch  ss 
o<!iA  lysoticns.  drange  poftures,  and  ungenU'el  car; ]'•.;$. 
But  there  is  like-:vire  an  awkwardneis  cf  the  inind,  •;. f. 
O'loht  to  be,  a-vj  wiih  care  may  be,  avoided.  \'-  •'  - 
i^^nce  :  To  ^i^iHikc  or-  forger  name*  ;  ?-•  f p  ;  ' 
Wh:,:  ri'jf^.^^';  *:'rn3  or  Mr?.  I'hm-UiR  O"  !■■  ■     ■    •     .._    . 
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her,  is  excc^vely  awkward  and  ordinary.  To  calf  peo- 
ple by  improper  titles  and  appellations  is  {o  too,  as,  My 
Lord,  for  Sir  ;  and  Sir,  for  ray  Lord.  To  begin  a  ftory 
or  narration,  when  you  ate  not  perfe^  in  it,  and  cannot 
go  though  wiih  it  ;  but  arc  forced,  poifibly,  to  fay,  in 
the  middle  of  it,  •'  1  have  forget  the  reft,*'  is  very  un- 
pleafant  and  bungling.  One  mull  be  extremely  exaO, 
clear,  and  perfpicuous,  in  every  thing  one  fays  ;  other* 
wife,  infiead  of  entertaining  or  informing  others,  one  only 
tires  and  pui2les  them.  The  voice  and  manner  of  fpeak- 
ing,  too,  are  not  to  be  neglefted  :  fome  people  almoft 
fhut  their  mouths  when  tkey  fpeak,  and  mutter  fo  that 
they  are  not  to  be  underftood  ;  others  fpeak  fo  faft,  and 
fputter,  that  they  are  not  to  be  undcjficcd  neither  ;  fome 
always  fpeak  as  loud  as  if  they  were  talking  to  deaf  peo- 
ple, and  others  fo  low  that  one  cannot  hear  them.  All 
thefe  habits  are  awkward  and  difagrecable  ;  and  are  to  be 
avoided  by  attention  :  they  are  the  diftinguifhirg  marks 
ef  the  ordinary  people,  who  have  had  no  care  taken  of 
their  education.  You  cannot  imagine  how  necefTary  it  is 
to  mind  all  thefe  little  things  ;  for  I  have  fecn  many 
pecp'e,  with  great  talents,  ill  received,  for  want  of  having 
thefe  talents  too  ;  and  others  well  received,  only  from  their 
little  talents,  ard  who  had  no  great  ones. 


LETTER      LXL 

DEAR  BOY, 

SInce  my  la&,  T  have  changed  confiderably  for  the 
better  ;  from  the  defarts  of  Spa  to  the  pleafures  of 
Paris  ;  which,  when  you  come  here,  you  will  be  better 
able  to  enjoy  than  I  am.  It  is  a  mcft  magnificent  rcwn  rot 
near  fo  big  as  London,  but  much  finer  ;  the  houfes  being 
much  larger,  and  all  built  of  ftone.  Jt  was  not  only  much 
enlarged,  but  embellilhed,  by  the  magnificence  of  the  hH 
King,  Lewis  XI V  ;  and  a  pfodigiciis  number  of  expenfive 
buildings,  and  ule/u)  and  charitable  /oundatioDS,  fuch  ?.i 
libraries,  hofpitals,  fchools,  ^c.  will  !ong  reraain  the  mo- 
numents of  the  magnificence,  humanity,  and  good  go- 
vcnment  of  that  Prince.  The  people  here  are  well- bred, 
iuli  as  I   would  have    you    be  ;  they    are    not  awkwardly 

baOiful 
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baftiful  and  afhamed,  like  the  EngHCi  ;  but  eafilycivil, 
without  ceremony.  Though  they  are  very  gay  and  lively, 
they  have  attention  to  every  thing,  and  always  mind  what 
they  are  about.  1  hope  you  do  fo  too  ;  now  and  that  my 
higheil  expectations  of  your  improvement  will  be  mora 
than  anfwered,  at  my  return  ;  for  I  expe£i  to  find  yois 
conftrue  both  Greek  and  Latin,  and  likewiie  tranHare 
into  thofe  languages  pretty  readily  ;  and  aifo  make  verfes 
in  them  both  with  fame  little  iavenion  of  your  owiu 
All  this  may  be,  if  you  pleafe  ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  yoa 
would  not  have  me  difappointed.  As  to  the  genius  of 
Poetry,  I  own,  if  nature  had  not  given  it  you,  you  can« 
not  have  it  ;  for  it  is  a  true  maxim,  thar  Pyefa  najiitur^ 
mn  fit  :  but  then,  that  is  only  as  to  the  invention  and 
imagination  of  a  Poet  ;  for  every  body  can,  hy  apphca- 
catioii,  make  themfeives  mailers  of  the  mtchanical  part-of 
poetry  ;  which  confills  in  the  numbers,  ihymes,  mea- 
fure,  and  harmony,  of  verfe.  Ovid  was  bora  with  fuch  a 
genius  for  poetry,  that  he  fiys,  he  could  not  help  think- 
ing in  yerfe,  whether  he  would  or  not  ;  and  that  verf 
often  he  fpoke  verfss  without  intending  it.  It  is  muc-^ 
ctherwife  with  oratory  ;  and  the  maxim  there  is,  Qratar 
fii  :  for  it  is  certain,  that,  by  fcady  and  applicaiiors,  every 
man  can  make  himfelf  a  pretty  good  Orator  \  eloqaenca 
depending  upon  obfervauoa  and  care.  Every  man,  '^\  hs 
pleafes,  may  chufe  good  words,  inftead  gf  had  ones  \ 
may  fpeak  properly,  inftead  of  improperly  ;  i^iy  be  c!e?5r 
and  perfpicuous  ia  his  recitals,  inftead  of  dark  and  muddy  -. 
he  m4y  have  grace,  inflead  of  awkwardnefs,  in  his  mo- 
tions and  geft'jres  ;  and,  in  (hort,  may  be  a  vary  agreea-^ 
ble,  initead  of  a  very  difagreeable  fpeaher,  if  he  wHl  ''\\-jr 
care  and  pains.  And  faraly  it  is  vtvy  v^tW  wonh  v^'hi!?  to 
^take  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  excel  other  men  in  that  par- 
ticalar  article  in  which  they  excel  b?a{ls. 

Demollhenes,  the  celebrated  Greek  Orator,  thought  it 
fo  abfolutely  necefTary  to  fpeak  well,  that  though  he  na- 
turally ftuttered,  and  had  weak  lungs,  he  refolved,  by 
application  and  care  to  get  the  better  of  thofe  dlfad van- 
tages. Accordingly,  he  cured  his  Hammering;,  by  p'_.t- 
ting  fmall  pebbles  into  his  mouth  ;  and  ftrengthened  h's 
Jungs  gradually,  by  tsfing  himself  every  c'ay  to  fpeak  aloud 
aod  diitin<5lly  for  a  confiderahle  rirue.  \l^  \\k<zv4]^■^  v/.-nc 
T  o/ten 
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cf  en  to  tiie  fea-iliore,  in  ttcrmy  weather,  when  the  {ea 
m-dCQ  mofl  Roife,  and  there  fpoke  as  loud  as  he  could,  in 
order  to  ufe  himfelf  to  the  noir::-  and  murmars^  of  the  po- 
pular afTembiie^  of  the  Athenians,  before  wkom  he  was 
to  fpeak.  By  fuch  care,  joined  to  the  conflani  (ludy  of 
the  bell  authors,  he  became  at  lait  the  grpatefl  Orator  of 
his  own  or  any  other  age  or  country,  thougli  he  was  borR 
without  ^ny  one  natural  talent  for  it.  Adieu  I  Copy  Dg- 
^ofthenes. 

LET     T     E     R      LXrr. 

Lfons,  September  the  :ft,  N.  S.   174s-. 
DEAR  BOY, 

I  Have  received  your  Pelyglot  Utter,  with  which  I  aaa 
very  well  pjeafed,  and  for  which  it  is  reafonable  yoa; 
^ould  be  very  well  rewarded.  I  am  glad  to  fee  inven- 
tion and  languages  go  together  ;  for  the  latter  fignify 
very  little,  without  the  former  ;  but,  well  pined,  they 
are  very  ufeful.  Language  k  only  to  expiefs  thoughts  ; , 
ind  if  a  man  is  heedlefs,  and  does  not  give  himfelf  .tinse 
to  think,  his  v^^ords  will  be  very  frivolous  and  fiily. 

I  left  Paris  £ve  days  ago  ;  and,  that  ycumay  trace  me, 
if  you  pleaife,  cpon  your  map,  I  came  here  through  Dijon,' 
the  capital  of  Burgundy  :  I  Hiali  go  frorp  hence  to  Vienne^^ 
the  fecond  city  inr  Dauphine  (for  Grenoble  is  the  capita!)  ; 
and  from  thenee^  dov/n  the  Rhuiie,  to  Avignon,  the  chief 
town  of  the  Constat  VennaiJJin,  which  beiong;s  10'^  the 
Pope;  then  to^  Aix,  the  principal  town  of  Provence  ; 
then  to  Marfdlles  ;  then  to  Nimes  -^.n^i  Montpel'ier  :  and 
then  back  again.  Thb  is  a  very  g?eat  and  rich  tcwn^ 
fiiuated  upon  two  €ne  rivers  that  join  here,  the  B-hone 
and  the  Sadne.  Here  is  the  great  manufadure  of  gold, 
f.Iver,  and  filk  ftufFs,  which  fupplies  almbft  sU  Europe, 
It  was  famous  in- the  time  of  the  Roman*  ;  and  is  cailed.v 
in  Latin,  Lugdnnum.  .       / 

My  rambling  raakes  me  both  a  kfs  frecvuent  and  a  ihoft- 
er  correi'pcn'dont  that  othery/ife  f  fhouid  be  ;  but  I  arra 
perfuaded,  that  you' arc  row  fo  fentlble  how  neciiTary  ;t 
is  to  iearn-  and  apply  yourfelf,  th^^t  you  v.  ju\t  «o  i-pur  r?'.? 
adino.iidon  to  it  Gj  ca,  ihen,  wi:h  diligence,  to  in-s- 
prov^  in  learning,  and^  aboi-e  all,  in  virtue  rirtdh^^nour  ; 
a-5h'i  you  wiU  mai«.  boik  rne  ar^d  yourfc-if  harpy.    ,.'\dlci. 
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LETTER      LXIII. 

Marfeilles,  September  the  zzd,  N.  S.  1741, 

DEAR  lOV, 

YOU  lind  this  letter  date4  from  Marfeilles,  a  fea-port 
town  in  the  Mediterranean  ka.  h  has  been  famous 
aod  ccnfideraWe,  for  thefe  two  thoufand  years  at  lesft,  upon 
accotiat  of  its  trade  and  ficuation.  It  is  called  MaJJilia  ia 
Latin  ;  and  diftingaiflied  itfelf,  in  favour  of  the  Roman  li- 
berty, againft  Julius  Ca^far.  It  was  here,  too,  that  Milo  was 
bani&ed,  for  killing  Claudius.  Yota  wiji  find  th^  parti- 
caiars  of  thefs  fads,  if  you  Io*k  in  your  Didlionary  for 
the  articles  Marfeilles  and  Mil-.m.  It  is  now  a  very  large 
and  fisre  town,  extremely  rich  fiom  its  commerce  ;  it  is 
b'uilt  in  a  femi-circie  jound  the  port,  which  is  always  full 
ct  merchant- fnips  of  all  nations.  Here  the  King  of 
France  keeps  his  gallics,  which  are  very  ior.g  ihips 
rowed  by  oa»s,  (orae.  of  forty,  (omt  of  :^Jcy.  and  three- 
fcTore  oir^.  The  people  who  row  thern  are  called  galley- 
ilaves  ;  and  are,  iu^her  prifosers  taken  U&m  (he  Turks, 
en  the  coiii  of  Africa  ;  or  criminals,  who,  for  various 
crirTi^s  cosnmitted  in  France,  are  ccndemned  to  row  in  the 
ga'lies,  eiihe'r  ^or  life,  ot  for  a  certain  number  of  years. 
They  are  chained  by  the  legs,  wi:h  great  iron  chains, 
t'//o  and  two  together. 

Th?  profpcft,  for  two  leagues  ronnd  ihh  place,  is  the 
tT.cIl  p'eafant  that  can  be  imagined  ;  confilring  of  \i\v}L 
hnis,  cc'vered  with  vineyards,  olive-'rscs,  ng-trees,  i?'-;d 
f'imond-t-ces  ;  with  above  ilx  thoDl'in^  [ivM  country- 
ho'^(^s     iiirerfpcricd,   which    ihcy   c?a\    h-tie  des    BhCides. 

Wirhin  aboiit  ten  le^gu^s  of  tf^is  pUce^  as  you  wiii  iv:  i 
in  the  zT>3p,  is  Toulon,  ^gnother  f-a-pcrt  tov^n  upon  th>^ 
Mi?dii.erranesri,  not  near  fo  bie  n?  thi^,  ba'  mtich  ilrcw^-T  ' 
thrre  ?no(l  cX  the  French  m  :  ■;  ■      ^  -  '  ■  -  ^^    '  :■■■  - 
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iiuon  that  t!ie  King  of  Frarci's  eldell  (op  £bouId  always 
be  called  le  D/iuphtr..  You  ftiouid,  in  trufh,  oimit  ro  one 
cppcrtunity  i.f  i'^fjrrripg  )ouilflf  of  Modem  Kiilcry  and 
GcgFi^p.-y  ;  t^bich  are  the  ccrrTmcm  h  tjeils  cf  all  con- 
vejf  lioij,  and  coiiicqutn  iy  it  is  a  fhaiDe  to  be  ignorant  of 
them 

Since  you    hive  begun    corppc  fititn,  [  fend  you    here 
snoiher  fubjcit  to  con.pefe  a  few  lines  upon  : 

*'  Nil  ctnjdrs  Jihi^  nulla  palhf cere  culpa" 

"Wktever  obferves  that  ru  e,  will  always  be  very  happy  i 
siay  you  do  it  !     Adieu.   ^= 


L    E    T    T   JE    R      LXiV. 
La  France. 

LA  France  eft,  a  tout  prendre,  le  plus  besu  pais  as 
I'Europe  ;  car  il  ell  tres  grard,  tres  riche,  ct  trea 
tera'e  :  le  clijrsat  eft  admirab'e  ;  ct  il  r'y  fa'i  jamais 
trrp  cboud,  coiDme  en  Ita'feet.  en  Efpagne  ;  ni  trop  fr©id, 
crmniC  en  Suede  ft  en  Dannemarc.  Ce  Rc-iauire  eft 
bofD^  su  Nord  par  ia  iDcr,  qui  s'appslle  la  Manche  ;  aij 
Sud  par  la  mer  Mediterranee.  La  France"  n'eft  feparee 
de  i'i:?.lie  c^ue  par  !e$  A'p°s,  qui  fcnt  de  giandcs 
men  apnes  couv.ertes  f'e  neige.  la  plus  grande  partie  cc 
'/r:ni  Q&  i  €t  \ti  nionts  Pyrene-'s,  qui  font  trccre  c^-egrandes 
v!  =  '"n'a;;ncs,  la  lepatert  de  l'E/p;5gne  Elle  ell  partagae 
en  ciouae  Gouvernensens  uu  Proviucts,  qui  font  j 

La  Pkasdie, 
L«.   Noanandie, 
Li  fie  de  France, 
l,a   ChamprKnej 

I,;-;     s^.'-rragne, 

L'0>'e.iunGis- 

L-;   W'^'^rxopne, 

Le  LycHno'P, 

Lj     v_,     , ,  ne,  cu  la  Gaicog;!?- 

Le   L^rgutcjoc,  ' 

Lr  Dauphir-e, 

La  Provence,  i.^;. 
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Les  Fran9o's  en  general  ont  bc-aucoup  d'efprit,  ct  font 
tr(A  agj cables,  parcequ'iis  ont  en  nieme  lems  de  la  vi- 
vacite  jointe  3.  beaucoup  de  poli-efTe.  A  la  veri  e,  ils 
font  que  quefois  un  p^u  e  ourdis,  mais  cVft  une  etourderic 
brillante  :  is  font  aufli  ires  braves.  Le  gouvernemcHt  de 
la  Fiante*  ell  ure  Monarchic  abfolue  otKdefpo  ique  ;  c'eil 
a  dire,  que  e  R  -i  y  tait  tout  ce  qu'il  veut,  de  fone  qae 
le  peuple  eft  efclave. 

Priez  votre  Maman  de  vous  montrer  ces  douze  pro- 
vinces, fur  la  carte  ;  et  nous  parlerons  une  autre  fois  des 
villes  de  la  France,  qu'eile  vous  montrera  apreso 

La  Picardie. 

La  Picardie  efl  la  province  la  plus  feptentrionale  de  la 
France  ;  c^eft  un  pajs  ouvert,  qui  ne  prcduit  prefque  que 
des  bleds.  Sa  capitale  eft  Amiens,  11  y  a  encore  Abbe- 
ville, ville -confiderable,  a  caufe  de  la  manufadure  de 
draps,  qui  y  eil  etablie  :  et  Calais,  aiTes  bonne  vilJe  ct 
pori  de  tmer.  Quand  on  va  d'ici  en  France,  c'eft  14  ou 
Ton  debaique. 

La  Normandie, 

La  Normandie  eft  jointe  a  la  Picardie  ;  fes  plusgrandes 
villes  font  R  uen,  et  Cren.  11  y  croit  une  ii  fini  e  d3 
pommes,  dont  ils  fcnt  du  cidre.  Car  poor  du  vir,,  on 
li'y  en  fait  gueres,  non  plus  qu'en  Picardie  :  parce  qa' 
ecant  trop  aa  Nord,  les  raifms  ne  deviennent  pas  gflls'murs. 
Les  Normans  font  f^inieux  pour  les  proces,  et  la  chicane  ; 
ih  ne  repondenr  jamais  dire^ment  a  ce  qu'on  leur  demande  ; 
de  forte  qu'il  eft  paffe  en  proverbe,  quand  un  homnve  ne 
yepoad  pasdiredlement,  de  dire,  qu'il  reponden  Normard. 

L'lOe  de  France. 

Paris,  la  capitale  de  tout  le  Rc'iaome,  eil  dans  I'lHe  cfe 
France  ;  elle  eft  fi  uee  fur  la  Seine,  petite  riviere,  et 
meme  bourbeufe,  C'eft  une  grand  ville,  mais  Das  a 
beaucoup  pres  il  grande  que  Londres, 

La  Champagne. 
Rheims  eft  la  principale  ville  de  la  Champagne,  et  c'eft 
dacs  cette  ville    que   les    Rois  de  France  font    couronnes. 
Cette  province  fournit  le    meiilear   nrx   du  Roiaume  ;   le 
vi  n  do  Ch-iinpagTi^, 

La 
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La  Sretagne. 

La  Bret5gne  eil  partagee  en  haute  ct  bafu.  Dans  It 
haute  fe  trouve  la  viile  de  Nantes,  ou  I'on  fait  la  meilleurc 
eaa  de  vie  ;  ct  la  ville  de  St.  Malo,  qui  eft  un  bon  port 
de  mfr*  Dans  la  baffe  Bretagne,  on  parle  un  langage 
fljui  refTemble  plus  a  notre  Gallois,  qu'au  Francois. 

L'Orleannois. 

11  y  a  dans  TOrleannois  plufieurs  grandes  et  lbe}Jes  vil- 
les,  Orleans,  faraeufe,  a  caufe  de  Jearne  d'Arc,  qu'on 
appelloit  la  Pacelle  d*©rleans,  et  q^ui  chafTa  les  Anglois 
de  ia  France,  II  y  a  encore /a  ville  de  Blois,  dont  la  fitua- 
tion  ell  charmante,  et  ou  Von  parle  le  plus  pur  Frar/fois. 
II  y  a  aufii  la  viile  de  Tours,  ou  fe  trouve  une  manufac- 
ture de  taiFetas  epais,  appelles  Gn;:  de  Tonrs* 

La  Bourgogne. 

D/jon  ed  la  ville  capitale  de  cette  province.  Le  vin  de 
letirgogne  eft  un  aQs  raeilleurs  vins  He  France. 

Le  Lycnnois. 

.  Lyon  en  eft  k  capitale.  C'efc  une  t???  gr^nde  ct  belle 
viUe  :  elle  eil  aulTi  tres  riche,  a  caufc  de  la  ni3ni:rfi<^ure 
s3-e?offes  de  foi^^  d'or,  et  d'argent,  qui  y^eft  t'r.blie,  et 
qai  en  fournit  prefq-je  toaCe  I'Kurcpe.     Vocre    belie  vc tie 

d*argeRt  vierit  de  la. 

La  Guicnne,  cu  la  Garcogrie* 

Ls  Guienne  contL-Tnt  plofieurs  villes  ties  ccn  fide  rabies  ; 
comme  Bourdeaax,  ville  [res  grsnde  et  trrs  liche.  La 
plupart  du  vin  qu*on  boit  a  I^nd res,  et  qu'on  ?ppel!e  en 
i^nglois  Claret^  vieiit  de  la.  On  y  fair,  grande  er  bonne 
c^xte  ;  les  ortolans,  et  les  perdrix  i-ouges,  y  abondent. 
H  y  a  la  villfi.de  Perigiieux,  ou  Ton  fait  des  pates  deiici- 
eux,  de  perdnx  reuges,  et  ce  truiTcs.  Ceile  de  Baycnne, 
d'eii  i'on  tire  des  jamborih  excrMfn?. 

Les  Gafcons  fti»t  Ir?  gemi  Ics  plus  vlfs  de  tou'e  ]i 
France  ;  mais  t?R  p(  a  r:cnte.irs  et  f^jnfirons,  fe  v-K-.arst 
beaucoup  de  leur  ejprit  ct  de  leur  coi?r2ge  :  de  fort  qu'on 
dit  d*un  li<5m?«ne  qui  fe   vante    et    qui    efi    pitlfomptueuXj 

Le 
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Le  Languedoc. 

-  Le  Languedoc  eft  la  province  la  plus  meridionale  de  ia 
France,  et  par  confequent  celle  ou  il  fait  le  plus  cfeaud.  Elle 
renferme  grand  nombre  de  belies  villes  ;  en-je  autresNar- 
benne,  fameuie  par  I'exceUent  raid  qu'on  y  recueille  j 
Nimes,  celebre  a  caafe  d'un  ancl^n  amphitheatre  Remain, 
^ui  y  fubfifte  encore  ;  McntpelHer,  done  Tair  eft  li  pur, 
ct  le  climat  ft  beau,  qu*on  y  envoie^  fouvens  les  maladcs 
d'ici  pour  eue  gueria. 

Le  Dauphlne. 

Grenoble  en  eft  la  ville  capit^le.  Le  fils  ainl  du  Roi 
<^e  France,  qui  s'appelle  £oujj«rs  le  Dau^hint  prend  ce 
sitre  de  eette  province. 

La  Provervce. 

La  Province  eft  nn  tres  beau  pais  et  tre?  fertile  %  en  y 
fait  la  meillcuT  haile,  e£  elle  ea  fournit  a  reus  les  autrea 
pais  La  camp^gne  eft  remplie  d'orasgers,  de  citrnnncrs, 
et  d'oliviers.  La  capitals  s'appelle  Aix.  II  y  a  aulH  Mar- 
ieiJIe,  tres  grande  ec  tres  belle  vllle,  et  port  cclebre  dc  Is 
jner  Mediterranee  ;  c'eft  la  ou  I'en  tieat  les  galeres  du{ 
Roi  de  France  :  Ie3  gaieres  font  de  grands  vai^saux  z 
raines  ;  et  les  rameurs  font  des  gens  ccndamiQes  pouf 
queltjue  crime,  3  y  ramer. 

'    TRANSLATION, 

FRANCE,  take  it  all  m  all,  is  the  nneil  country  in 
Europe  ;  fur  it  is  very  large,  very  rich,-  and  very  fer- 
tile :  the  climate  is  admirable  ;  and  never  eifher  too  hol^ 
as  in  Italy  and  in  Spain  ;  nor  too  cold,  as  in  Sweeden  an^ 
in  Denmark.  Towards  the  North,  it  is  bounded  by  the 
Channel  ;  and  towards  the  Souths  by  the  McdUerraneari 
lea  :  it  is  feparated  from  lualy  by  the  AI,;>e  ;  which  ^re 
liigh  mountcins,  covered  with  {now  \h&  y^i^^^z'X  5:art  oi" 
ihe  year  :  aud'divit'fcd  fiGtn  Spain  by  ^hc  Pyrenr^n  ra:;tiri- 
tains  ;  which  are  alio  vs^-y  \i\i)u  Fr^i^n-^  ii  cu:di4  in.& 
iwelvt:  Gui/::riimwijts  cr  Pic^vin.io  3  ^vhivh  uie  ; 

Fic>ivdy, 
Nornjandy, 
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Champagne, 

Brittany 

Orieannois, 

Bu'gundy, 

Lyonnois, 

Guienne,  or  Gafcouy^ 

Languedoc, 

Dauphine, 

Provence. 

The  French  are  generally  very  fenfible  and  agreeable, 
with  a  great  deal  of  vivacity  and  politenefs.  It  is  true, 
they  are  fometimcs  rather  volatile  ;  but  it  is  a  brilliant 
fort  of  volatility  :  they  are  very  brave  The  government 
of  France  is  an  abfolute  Monarchy,  or  rather  defpotifm  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  the  King^  does  whatever  he  pleafes,  an4  the 
people  are  abfolu'ely  flaves. 

Defire  your  Mamma  to  fhow  you  the  twelve  provinces 
upon  the  map  Another  time  we  will  talk  of  the  towns 
of  France,  which  ihe  will  fhow  you  afterwards, 

Picardy. 

Picardy  is  the  moft  northern  province  of  all  France.  It 
Ss  an  t?pen  country,  and  produces  hardly  any  thing  but 
cornv.  The  capital  town  is  Amiens.  Abbeville  is  aao- 
ther  town  in  tbnt  Province,  confiderabJe  for  the  manurac- 
tbry  of  woolen  cloths  efiablifhed  there.  Calais  is  alf® 
another  good  town,  and  a  fea-port  :  there  we  ufualiy 
land,  in  our  paffage  frcm  hence  to  France. 

Normandy. 

Normandy  joins  Picardy  ;  ifs  krgsll  towns  are  R^ueji 
and  Caen.  This  Province  produces  vail  quantities  of  ap» 
pies,  with  '  which  they  make  cyder.  As  for  wine,  there, 
as  well  as  in  Picardy,  they  make  but  little  ;  becaufe,  be- 
ing fo  far  northv^aru,  grapes  will  not  ripen.  The  Nor-.y 
mans  are  reckoned  litigious,  and  fotid  of  law-fuits  If 
they  are  ^&<ied  a  queRion,  they  never  rerurn  a  direct  an- 
fwer  ;  fo  that,  when  a  rrian  ghes  an  '  evsfne '  rirfv.er,  it 
is  become  a  proverb  to  fay,  He  anfwers  like  a  Norman, 
The  Ifle  of  France. 

Pans,  the  ciiprcal  of  the  who's  king^lom,  is  in  the  Tilr 
of  Fraocc  :  its  fituuiion  is  upua  the  Seine  i    a  fmal),   and 

even 
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even  a  muddy  river.  It  is  a  large  town,  but  not  by  a  great 
deal  fo  big  as  London. 

Champagse. 

Khcims  13  the  principal  town  of  Champagne.  In  th^.t 
town  the  Kings  of  France  arc  crowaed.  This  province 
prodoees  the  b^ft  wine  in  France  ;  Champaign. 

Brittany. 

.  B;Ittiny  is  divided  into  High  and  Low.  In  High  Brit- 
tany  is  the  town'' of  Nan vz,  where  the  bell  brandy  is  made  ; 
here  is  alfo  St,  Malo,  a  vsry  good  fea-port.  in. Lever 
Britrany,  they  fpeak  a  kind  of  langaage,  which  has  lefs 
iimilitude  to  French,  than  it  has  to  Weifh. 

Ofleannois. 

Orleannois  contains  fevcral  great  and  fine  towns.  Gr» 
leans  rendered  famous  by  Joan  of  Arc,  commonly  called 
the  Maid  of  Orleans,  who  drove  theEngliOi  out  of  Fra^ice  5 
Blois,  the  fituation  of  which  is  charming,  and  where  the 
befl:  French  is  fpoken  ;  Toarj,  that  contains  a  in2.r,\ih&-'j- 
ty  of  thick  luieHring,  called  grcs  de  Toiirt^ 

Burgundy.. 

Dijon  is  the  capital  of 'this  province  :  the  wine,  called 
Bargundy,  u  one  of  the  beft  wines  in  FrasicCo 

Lyonnois. 

Lyorts  Is  the  capital.  It  is  a  very  large  fine  tOvvn  ;  t.tA 
extremely  rich,  on  account  of  the  manufa'ftures  eilabMiTisd 
here,  of  filks,  and  gold  and  fllver  fni(ts,  with  -^'hicV  'a. 
fupplies  aimoft  all  Europe.  Your  fine  iiiver  vvaiuc:  i, 
comes  from  thence, 

Guienne,  or  Gafcony. 

There  are  many  conriderable  towns  in  Gnienne  •,  as  the 
town  of  Bourdeaux,  which  is  very  large  and  rich.  Mo^ 
of  the  wine  drank  at  Londom,  and  csiied  in  Eiig!5(h  cUnt^ 
comts  from  thence.  It  .is  an  excellent  place  for  gocd 
eating  :  yon  hat^e  there  ortolans,  and  rz6,  par'ridge,  in 
great  abundance,  fn  this  province  is  t^e  town  of  ["^s  i~ 
%'dftyyi,  where  they  make  delicious  pafties  of  red  partridge 
and  ifuSjs  :  B-yonre,  from  wheace  come  excellent  hams. 
The  Gifcotts  are  the  n\oi^  lively   people    of  F.-aince^    but 
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rather  inclined  to  lying  and  boafting,  particularly  upen  the. 
articles  of  fenfe  and  courage  ;    f©  that  it  is  faid  of  a  man 
who  boafts,  and  is  prefumptuous.  He  is  a  Gafcon. 

Langueaoc. 

Languedoc  is  the  rood  fouthern  province  of  France  ;  and 
confequently  the  warmeft.  It  contains  a  great  number  of 
line  towns  :  among  others,  Narbonne,  famous  for  its  ex- 
cellent honey  ;  and  Nimes,  celebrated  on  account  of  the 
ancient  Roman  amphitheatre,  which  is  ftill  to  be  feen.  In 
this  province  is  alfo  iltuated  the  town  of  Montpellier,  the 
air  of  which  is  fo  pure,  and  the  climate  fo  fine,  that  fick 
people,  even  from  hence,  are  often  fent  thither  ioi  the  re* 
covery  ef  their  health. 

Dauphine. 

Grenoble  is  the  capital  town.  The  King  of  France's 
eldeft  fon,  who  is  always  called  Dauphin,  takei  his  title 
from  this  province. 

Provence. 

Province  h  a  very  fine  province,  and  extremely  feriiico 
It  produces  the  beft  oil,  with  which  it  fupplies  other  ccun- 
tries.  The  fields  are  full  of  orange,  lemon,  and  olive 
trees.  The  capital  is  called  Aix,  In  this  province  is, 
likewife,  the  town  of  Marfeilles  ;  a  large  and  fine  city, 
and  celebrated  fea-port,  fituated  upen  the  Mediterranean  f 
here  the  King  of  France's  gsUeys  are  kept.  Galleys  are 
large  fliips  with  oars  ;  and  thcfe  who  row,  people  con- 
demned  te  it  as  a  punilhraent  for  fome  crime. 


LETTER      LXV. 

L'Allemagnc, 

L'Allex^agne  eft  un  pais  d*une  vatie  itenSue  :  H 
parde  Meridionale,  ou  vers  le  fud,  eH:  aiTtz  belle  ;' 
xnais  la  partie  fepfentripnalej  ou  vers  le  nord,  ell  tres  m^a- 
vaifeet  deferte,  Eile  eft  partagee  en  dix'  parties,  qu'cr* 
jippellc  iss  Dix  Csrcles  de  i'Einpire.  L'Empcreur  eft  le 
Chef,  mais  non  pa^^le  Maitrexie  I'EmpU-e  5  car  il  y  pent 
faire  tres  peu  de  chafes,  fans  k  conrentf  mcnt  des  Elefteurs,, 
des  Princes,  et  des  Vll'es  libres,  qui  ferment  ce  qu'cn  ap- 
pel  ie  la  Diette  de  i'Empiie  ;  qui-s'tilcmble  diins  le  vi]  e 
He  Pwadibonne.  ij 
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H  f  Z  neuf  EleiSleurs,  qui  fonf^ 

*  [  Maience, 

j  Treves, 

I  Cologne, 

j  Boheme, 

yEkclea?  de  ^  Baviere, 

j  Saxe, 

•  Braniebourg, 

I  Palatine, 

t  Hannovre. 

Les  E!e£leurs  font  ceux  qui  e'lfent  TEmpereur  t  car 
PEnipireT.'ell  pas  hereditaire  ;  c*eft  a  dire,  le  ills  ne  fuc- 
cede  pas  au  pere  ;  mais  quand  un  Empereur  meurr,  ces 
iieuf  Eledeurs  s'aiTembleat  et  en  choifiiTcnt  un  autre.  Les 
Eledeurs  font  Scuverains  chez  eux.  Ceux  de  Maience,  de 
Treves,  et  de  Cologne,  font  Ecclefialliques.  et  Archeve- 
ques.  L'EIefteur  de  Boheme  eft  R.oi  de  Boheme  :  fa  ville 
capitale  eft  Prague.  La  Capitale  de  I'Eledeur  de  Baviere, 
eft  Munich.  L'Ek^eur  de  Saxe  eft  le  plus  confiderable  ds 
tous  les  E!e£leurs,  et  fon  Eleftorat  le  plus  beau  ;  Drcfdo  fa 
capitale  eft  une  tres  bsUe  ville.  L'Eledeur  de  Brandebourg 
eft  auffi  Roi  de  Prulfe,  et  il  a  une  grande  etendue  de  pais  i 
le  capitals  cc  Brandebourgj  eft  Serlin.  Les  deux  villes  les 
plus  confiderablts  de  I'Eiedeur  Palatin  font  Manheim  et 
Duffeldorp.  L'Eiedeur  d'Hannovre  eft  auffi  Roi  d'Angle- 
terre  :  la  ville  capitale  d'Hannovre,  eft  Hannovre  ;  aii- 
fei able  capisale  d'un  miferable  pais. 

Outre  les  Elecleurs,  il  y  a  des  Princes  fouveraJns  sfi'  z 
confide<'ables,  conime  le  Landgrave  de  HsiTs  Caffjl,  ie 
puc  de  Wirtembefga  ^c, 

^^  ^  ^  '      i}5  *  ^  ^• 

^  J^  ^"  -^  -jf  ^  ^ 

T.R  A  N  S  L  A  T  I  O  N^ 

Germany. 

GERMANY  is  a  country  of  vaft  extent  :    the  foj'nsrn 
parts  are  no:  unpleafaBt  ;  the  nt»rthern  exceeding!/ 
c'dd  aad  deferc.     Xi  is  divided  into  icn  diilrids,  which  are 

called 
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called  the  Ten  Circles  of  che  Empire,  The  Etrperor  ig 
ikad,  but  nor  Mafter,  of  the  Empire  ;  for  he  can  do  but 
little  wiihcut  the  confent  of  the  Electors,  Princes,  and  Ini« 
perial  free  Towns  ;  which,  all  together,  form  what  is  cal- 
led the  Diet  of  the  Empire,  that  aifembles  in  ihe  Towri 
of  Ratilb-jn, 

-   There  are  mne  Eleflors  ;  which  are, 

I  Menjz, 

I  Triers, 

]  Cologne, 

I  Bohemia, 

The  Ele^or  cf  ^  Bavaria, 

I  Saxony, 

•  Brandenburg, 

j  Palatine, 

(^  Hapover, 

Thefc  nine  t\t6i  the  Emperor  ;  fcr  the  Smplr*  is  not 
heredirary  :  that  is  to  fay,  the  fon  dees  not  fucceed  his 
farher  ;  but,  when  an  Emperor  dies,  thofe  nine  Electors 
s:{icn\hle,  and  chufe  another.  The  E'ec>ors  are  fovereign 
Prmces  :  thofe  of  Mentz.  Triers,  and  Cologne,  are  Ec- 
ciefiallics,  be'ing  Archbiihops.  The  Elt'£tor  of  Bohemia, 
is  King  of  Bohemia,  and  his  capital  town  P/agiie.  .  The 
BieCto'r  of  Bavaria's  capi  al  is  Munich.  The  Eleiflor  .of 
Saxon V  is  the  moft  confiderabie  ot  all  the  Eieftors,  and 
his  Eledorate  ths  fineft  :  Drefden  is  the  capital,  and  a 
beartif  jI  icwh.  The  Eltdor  of  Brandenburg  is  alfo  King 
cf  Fit;fiia,  and  ni^dl^tQr  cf  a  great  extent  of  country  ;  the 
rspital  town  cf  Brandenburg  is  Berlin.  The  two  moft 
coniicUrrable  ^owns  belorging  to  the  E!e£lor  Palatine*  arc 
Manhtim  and  DufiVIdorp,  The  Ele£tar  of  Elanover  is 
aiiO  King  of  Eng'and  ;  the  capiial  tO'A'n  of  that  Kle£lo- 
/ate  isHanovc,  a  miferable- capital  of  a  miferab'e  country^ 

Befides  the  Eleclors,  there  a-e  other    fovereign  Princes, 
jrid  pcvverful  ores  ;  as  the  Landgrave  of  HelTc  Ssffel,  tht 
'  Ditke  of  Wircemberg,  t^c, 

^  ^^  '  ^  %        .     ^  ^  ^ 

^  *  ^>  ^^  '^c  ■*■  ^< 

L    E    T. 
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-LETTER      LXVL 
Afia. 

^  *  *  ^  *  f  ^ 

m         ^         ^         ^         ^         m         ^ 
*         ^         *         *         *         #         * 

La  Perfe,  qui  fait  aulH  une  pariie  de  PAiie,  eft  an  tres 
grand  Empire  ;  dont  la  ville  capjtale  s*appelle  Ifpahan. 
L'Empereur  d*aujourdhu!  eft  Thamas  KouH  Kan  ;  qui  de 
particulier,  qu'il  etoif,  s'eft  eleve  a  TEmpire  par  Ion  a- 
creffi  et  par  Ton  courage. 

L'Empire  du  Grand  MogoJ,  ca  rfndoilsn,  fe  joint  a  la 
fcrfe  ;  c'eft  un  tres  vafle  et  tres  liche  pais,  avec  lequel 
nous  faifons  un  'grand  commence.  La  ville  capitale  eft 
Agra  J  il  y  a  dans  cet  Empire,  deux  rivieres  fameufes, 
meme  d^ns  Tantiquite,  favoir  Tlnde,  et  le  Gange. 

La  Chine  eft  un  vafte  Empire,  qui  fait  encore  partie  de 
VAfic.  SIie_a  deux  villes  capitales  ;  Tune  au  nord,  iioni- 
mis  Pekin  ;  Tautre  au  fud,.  qui  s*appelle  Nankin.  La 
Tartaric,  qui  eft  aufli  un  pais  immenfe,  sppartient  a  la 
Chine  :.  il  n*y  a  pas  cent  ans  qiiu  les  Tartares  iirent  la 
co'nquete  de  la  Chine. 

Les  ifles  Afiatiques  font  en  grand  nojnbre  :  mais  les 
plus  canfidsrables  /ont  celles  du  Japon,  qui  foin  tres  riches, 

T  R  A  N  S  L  A  T  J  O  N. 

Afia, 


# 


%         ,  ^  #  ^  ^ 
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Pcrfia  IS  alfo  a  part  cf  Ad^^*  and  a  very  great  Empire* 
Th^  capit^il  city  is  Ifpahan  ;  the  prefent  empeior's  name, 
Tnamas  Kouii  Kaa  :  he,  from  a  private  flation,  raifed 
h'uvCdf  to  the  erapire  by  &ill  and  courage. 

le  empire  of  ihe  great  Mogul,  otkcrwife  called  Indof- 
ta  .,  is  contiguous  to  Periia.  It  is  a  very  great  and  ex- 
tiitinely  rich  countri',  with  which  we  carry  on  a  confider' 
able  trade.  The  capital  city  is  Agra.  Here  are  alfo  two 
rivers,  famous  in  antiquity  ;  the  Indus  and    the    Ganges. 

China,  a  v aft  empire,  isanother  partof  Afia  :  it  has  iwa 
capital  towns  j  one  in  the  northern  parts,  called  Peking  ; 
the  other  towards  the  fouth,  called  Nanking.  Tartary, 
which  is  ari  immenfe  country,  belongs  to  China.  The 
Tartars  conquered  China,  noi  an  hundred  years  ago. 

The  Aiia:ic  iflands  are  very  numerous  ;  the  moft  confi-^ 
derable  are  thofe  of  Japan,  which  are  extremely  rich. 

^ . — . — - — --^ ^ — , --^ 

LETTER      LXVII. 

MON  CHER  ENFANT. 

COmme  dans  k  defcription,  que  je  vous  envci'e,  d@ 
ritalie,  j'ai  fait  mention  du  Pape,  J2  orois  que  vous 
ferez  bien  aife  de  favoir  ce  rae  c'eft  que  ce  Pape.  Le 
Pape,  done,  efi:  un  vicux  fou?D*J*  que  fe  dit  le  Vicaire  cl& 
Jefus  Chriil:  ;  c'ell  a  dire,  la  perfonne  qui  reprefente  Je- 
ius  Chrifl  fur  la  rerre,  er  qui  a  le  pouvoir  de  fauver  ou  de 
damner  hs  gens.  Eii  vcitu  de  ce  pretendu  pouvoir,  il  ac- 
corde  des  Indulgences  ;  c'eil  a  dire,  des  pardons  pour  les 
peches  :  ou  bien  il  lance  des  Excommunications  ;  c'eft  a 
dire,  qu*il  envcie  les  gens  au  Diahle.  Les  Catholicjues, 
autrement  appelle  les  PapiRes,  font  afiez  fous  pour  croire 
tout  cda  :  ils  croicnt  ee  plus  que  le  Pape  eft  irifaliib'c  ; 
c'ell  a  dire,  quil  ne  peut  pas  fe  tromper,  et  que  tout  ce 
qu'il  djt  eft  vrai,  et  tout  ce  qu'il  fait  e|l  bicn.  Autre  fot-. 
tife  :  Le  Pape  p.etend  etre  le  premier  Prince  de  la  Chie- 
tiente,  et  prend  le  pas  fur  tous  hs  Rois  ;  mais  les  Roi& 
Proteftans  ne  lui  sccordent  pas  cela. 

C'eft  le  P.ape  qui  fai'>,lcs  Cardinaux,  leur  norabre  eft  de 
foixante  et  douze  ;  ils  font  au  dcfTus  des  Evequci,  et  dtz 
ArchevequES.  On  donne  a  un  Cardinal  le  titrc  de  I'ofri 
EmingncSf   e:   au  Pape  cclui  d?    ^otrs  Baintete.     Quaad  Sc 
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Pape  Hicurt,  les  Cardinaux  s'afTeraWent,  pour  en  elire  un 
autre  ;.  cefie  gfiVmbiee  s'appelje  It  Conclave.  Lorfqu'oa 
eft  p^efen^e  aj  Pape,  on  lui  baife  le  pien,  et  non  pa*  la 
main,  comme  aux  autres  Princes,  hts  loix  que  le  Pape 
fait  s'appeHent  les  Bullos  du  Pape,  Le  palais  i  u  le  Pape 
demeure  a  Rome,  s'appelle  /^  Vatican,  ec  condent  la  plus 
belle  bibliotheque  du  mondc, 

Le  Pape  n'eft  r^cUemeat  que  TEveque  de  Rome  ?  mris 
la  folic  et  la  fuperftition  d*un  cote,  rambition  et  I*artifrce 
du  Clerge  de  I'autre,  i*ont  fait  ce  qu'i)  eft  ;  c'eft  a  direp 
lin  Prince  confiderable,  et  le  Chef  de  I'Egiife  Catho  iqa®« 

Noas  jfutres  Proteftans,  ne  fommes  pas  affez  fimplef 
pour  croire  toutes  ces  fottifes.  Nous  cro'ions,  et  avec  rai- 
fon,  qu'il  n'y  a  que  Dieu  feul  qui  foit  infallible,  et  qui 
puifTc  nous  rendre  heureux  ou  mai  heureux. 

Adieu  I  DivertilTez  vous,  et  foiez  gai  ;  il  n'y  a  iicu 
de  tel. 

T  R  A  N  S  L  A  T  I  O  N= 

MY  DEAR  CHILD, 

AS,  in  the  defcription  which  I  fent  you  of  Italy  *,  I 
have  mentioned  the  Pope,  I  believe  voa  will  wifh  to 
know  who  that  perfon  is.  The  Pope,  then,  is  2.n  old 
cheat  ;  who  calls  himfelf  the  Vicar  of  Jefus  Chrifl  ;  that 
is  to  fay,  the  perfon  who  reprefents  jefus  Chriil  upoE 
earth,  and  has  the  power  of  faving  people  or  of  damning 
them.  By  virtue  of  this  pretended  power,  he  grants  Ir- 
dulgencies  ;  that  is  to  fay,  pardcns  for  iins  :  or  elfe  he' 
thunders  out  Excommunicadons  ;  ihls  means  fendint*  peo- 
ple to  the  Devil.  The  Catho!ics,otherwife  called  Papills^ 
are  filly  enough  to  believe  this.  Bcfides  which,  they  be« 
lieve'ihe  Pope  to  be  infallible  ;  that  is,  that  he  never  csn 
millake  ;  that  Vi'hatever  he  fays,  is  true,  and  whatever  he 
does,  is  right.  .  Arsother  r;bfardicy  :  the  Pope  pretends  to 
be  tlie  greateii  Prince  in  Chrillendom,  and  takes  place  of 
all  Kings.  The.  Proteilant  Kings,  however,  do  noi  allow 
this. 

The  Pope  creates  the  C^rdinak,  who  are  feventy't',vo  in 
number,  and  higher  in  rank  than  Bilhop?  and  Arch bi (hops. 
The  titk  given  to  a  Cardinal  is,  Yoisr  SiBhience  ;  and  lo 

the 
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4be  Pops,  Your  Holinffs.  When  the  Pope  dies,  the  Car- 
dinals alTemble  to  elefl  another  ;  and  that  aflembly  U 
called  a  Conclave.  Whenever  a  perfon  is  preiented  to- 
the  Pope,  they  kifs  his  foot,  and  not  his  hand,  as  we  do- 
to  other  Princes.  Laws,  made  by  the  Pope,  arc  called 
Bulls.  The  palace  he  inhabits,  at  Rome,  is  called  the 
Vatican  ;   and  contains  the  fineft  library  in  the  world. 

The  Pope  is,  in  reality,  nothing  more  than  Biihop  of 
Rome  :  but,  on  the  one  fi^e,  weaknefs  and  fuperftition, 
snd  on  the  other,  the  artifice  and  ambition  of  the  Clergy, 
have  made  him  what  he  is  ;  that  is  to  fay,  a  confiderable^ 
Prince,  and  Head  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

W^e  Proteftants  are  not  wesk  enough  to  give  into  all 
this  nonfenfe.  We  believe,  and  with  reafon,  that  God 
alone  is  infallible  ;  and  thai  he  only  can  make  people 
happy  or  miferable. 

Adieu  !  divert  yourfelf,  and  be  mc-rry  ;  there  is  noth- 
ing like  it. 


LETTER      LXVIIL 

Monday. 
DEAR  BOY, 

W'^HEN  I  wrote  to  you  hft,  we  were  in  Egypt  *. 
New,  if  you  pleafe,  we  will  travel  a  little  to  the 
Borth-eaft  of  Egypt,  and  vifit  the  famous  city  of  Jerufa* 
Iem»  which  we  read  fo  much  of  borh  in  the  Old  and  the 
New-Tefiiimentr  It  is  the  chief  town  of  Judes,  or  Pakf* 
tine  ;  a  country  in  the  Kingdom  of  Syria,  as  you  w^ll  Hnd 
if  you  look  into  the  imap  of  Afia.  U.  svas  anciently  a  very 
gr-at  and  ccniiderable  city  ;  where  the  Kings  of  Judea  re- 
fided,  and  where  Solomon  builc  ihe  famous  temple  of  the 
Jews.  It  was  cften  taken  and  plundered  by  reighbour- 
i-)g  Princes,  but  the  Babylonians  were  the  firll  that  utterly 
deliroyed  it.  Both  the  town  and  the  temple  were  after- 
wards rebuilt  by  ihe  Jews,  under  Efdras  and  Zorobab?]  ; 
but,  at  laft,  were  entirely  burnt  and  rinned  by  the  Romaa 
Emperor,  Titus.  The  Emperor  Adraiu  rebuilt  it,  in  the 
ysar  132  ;  iince  when,  ic  has  been  tnken  and  plundered 
'^|,  ihfc  Saracens,  rctakeii  by    the    Chrifliar-yj    and  r.cvv  at 
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iaft  belongs  to  the  Turks.  It  is  a  very  inconfiderable  place 
at  prefeat,  and  only  famous  upon  account  of  what  it  has 
been  formi^ly  :  for  Jefus  Chrift  preached  the  Chriiliav^- 
religion  there,  and  was  crucified  by  the  Jews  upon  Mount 
Calvary,  In  the  eighth  century,  the  Sarapens  got  poiTtfii- 
on  of  it  ;  and  in  the  eleventh  century,  mahy  Chriflian 
Princes  in  Europe  joined,  and  went  with  a  cor.nderable 
army  to  take  it  from  the  Saracens.^  This  was  ca'hd  the 
Holy  War  ;  and,  as  all  thofe  who  wen  to  it  wore  a  crofs 
upon  their  breafts,  it  was  called  a  Croiii'do.  The  sgno- 
ranee  and  fuperftition  of  thofe  times  mad?  them  think  it 
raericofious  to  take  the  land,  where  Jefu  Chrift  lived  and 
died,  out  of  the  hands  of  Infidels  ;  that  i-,  thofe  who  did 
not  believe  in  Chrift  :  bat  it  was,  in  truth,  a  notorious 
piece  of  injuftiee,  to  go  and  attack  thofe  who  did  not. 
meddle  with  them. 

Not  far  from  Judea,  you  will  find,  in  the  map^  the  vail 
CQuncry  cf  Arabia  ;  which  is  divided  into  three  pares  ; 
Arabia  Deferta,  or  the  Deftrt,  fo  called  becaufe  it  is  hard* 
ly  inhabited,  and  has  immenfe  defetts,  where  yoa  fee 
nothing  but  fand  ;  Arabia  Petraea,  or  the  Ston&y  ;  and 
Arabia  Felix,  er  the  Happy,  becaufe  it  is  a  fine  fruitfi:-! 
country,  and  produces  g:ums  and  aromatics  cf  all- kinds. 
Mence  comes  the  coi-nmon  faying,  •<  All  the  Aveets  of 
Arabia,'*  when  vpa  v/ould  fay  that  any  thing  has  a  very 
fine  fmell.  Arabia  Felix  has  two  famous  towns  ;  Medi- 
na and  Mecca  ;  becaufe  the  famous  impoftor  Mahomet* 
the  great  Prophet  of  the  Turks,  was  born  at  Medina,  and 
buried  at  Mecca,  where  his  (oinb  is  now,  to  which  tha 
Turks  often  go  irf  pilgrimage.  Pilgrimage  is  a  jou??^er 
that  people  take,  to  any  place,  on  a  religious  a-:ejnf  -;. 
and  the  perfon,  who'^  takes  that  journey,  is  cflle.i  r.  ?'i 
grim.  V      . 

,The  Roman  Catholics  ofLea  go  Pilgrimages  to  our  L&- 
dy  of  Loretto  in  Italy,  and  fometimes  even  to  Jsfufafcjsi, 
ill  order  to  pray  baFore  a  crofs  or  the  ii>ure  of  fome  fai^nt 
or  other  ;  but  thef^  are  all  follies  of  weak  and  igAOfan?: 
jp£opl«.     Adi€u. 


W  L    K 
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LETTER.   LXIX. 

Bath,  Tune  the  28th,  1742. 
DEAR  BOY, 

YOUR  promifes  give  me  great  pleafure  ;  and  you? 
performance  of  them,  which  I  rely  upon,  will  give 
Sne  filll  gresier.  I  am  fure  you  know,  that  breaking  of 
year  word  is  a  folly,  a  diftionour,  and  a  crime.  It  i« 
a  fotly,  becaufe.  nobody  will  truft  you  afterwards  ;  and 
it  is  boh  a  dilhcnour  and,  a  crime,  truth  being  the 
jarfl  duty  of  religion  and  morality  ;  and  whoever  has 
rot  truth,  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have  any  one  good 
<^uality,  and^muft  become  the  deteftation  of  God  and  man. 
Therefore  I  exped!,  from  your  triiih  and  your  honour, 
that  you  will  do  that,  whichf  independently  of  your'^ro- 
mife,  your  own  intereft  and  ambition  ought  to  incline  you 
to  da  ;  that  is,  to  excel  in  every  thing  you  undertake. 
When  I  was  of  your  age,  I  fliould  have  been  afhamed  if 
any  boy  of  that  age  had  learned  his  book  better,  or  play- 
ed at  any  play  better^  than  I  did  ;  and  I  would  not  have 
refted  a  moment  till  I  had  got  before  him.  Julius  Csfar, 
who  had  a  noble  thirft  of  glory,  ufed  to  lay,  that  he  would 
rather  be  the  firft  in^a  village  than  the  fecond  in  Rome  ; 
and  he  even  cried  when  he  faw  the  ftatue  of  Alexander 
the  Great,  with  the  reflediion,  of  how  much  more  glorw 
Alexander  had  acquired  at  thirty  years  old,  than  he  at  a 
mucl^  more  advanced  age.  Tbefe  are  the  fentiments  to 
jTiake  people  confiderable  ;  and  thofe  who  have  them  nor, 
%iil  pafs  their  lives  in  obfcarity  and  contempt  :  whereas 
thafe  who  endeavour  to  excel  allj  are  at  leaft  fure  of  excel- 
ling a  great  many.  The  fure  way  to  cxcei  in  aBy  thing, 
is  only  to  have  a  clofe  and  undiffipated  atteinicn  while 
you  are  about  it  ;  and  then  you  need  not  be  half  the  time 
that  other  wife  you  muft  be  :  /or  long,  plodding,  puzzling 
application,  is  the  bulinefs  of  dallnefs  ;  but  goad  parts 
attend  regularly,  and  take  a  thuig  immediately.  Confider^ 
then,  which  vou  would  chufe  ;  te  attend  diligently  v^hile 
you  a'-e  learning,  and  ^cherebv  excel  all  other  boys,  get  a 
great  reputation,  and  have  a  great  de^l  more  tiisie  to  play  ;  c? 
eife  no^  mind  your  book,  let  boys  even  younger  than  ycrur-; 
{:':' get  btitore  you,  be  jaaghed  at  by  them  Rt  a  dt:nce^ 
2nd  have  no  time  to  play  at. all  1  for  I  aiiure  vou,  if  yow 
wil!  roi  learn,  you  fhill  not  phy,     Wh^f  h  in^  \vav-:h-r. 
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io  arrive  at  that  perfection,  which  you  promife  me  to  aim 
&:  ?  It  is,  firft,  To  do  your  duty  towards  God  and  Man  ; 
without  whicb,  every  thing  elfe  fignifies  nothing  :  fecond- 
ly.  To  acquire  great  knowledge ;  without  which,  you 
wijl  be  a  very  contemptible  man,  though  you  may  be  a  very 
honeli  one  ;  and,  laiUy,  To  be  very  well  bred  ;,  without 
which,  you  will  be  a  very  difagreeable  unpleafing  man, 
though  you  Ihould  be  an  honeft  and  a  learned  one. 

Remember  then  theie  three  things,  and  refolve  to  excel  in 
them  all  5  for  they  comprehend  whatever  is  neceiTary  and 
ufeful  for  this  world  cr  the  next  :  and,  in  proportion  as 
you  improve  in  them,  yoa  wiii  erjoy  the  aiFedtion  and 
tendernefs  of  Youfs. 
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KINO  Charles  the  Firfl  fucceeded  his  father  King 
James  the  Firft  5  and,  though  he  was  nothing  very 
extraordinary,  was  ftiJl  much  better  than  his  father,  having 
both  more  knCa  and  more  courage.  He  married  a  Piin- 
cefs  of  France,  daughter  to  Henry  the  great  ;  who,  being 
9,  zealous  Papift,  and  a  bufy  meddling  woman,  had  fen  in- 
fiuence  over  him,  which  contributed  much  to  his  misfor- 
tunes. He  had  learned  from  his  father,  to  fancy  that  hs 
had  a  right  to  be  abfol^jt6  ;  and  had  the  cour>ige,  that  his 
father  wanted,  to  try  for  it.  This  made  him  quarrel  with 
Parliaments,  and  attempt  to  raife  moaey  without  ihem  ; 
which  no  King  has  a  light  to  do  :  but  there  was  then  Cp-^ 
irit  and  virtue  enough  in  the  nation  to  oppofe  it.  He 
would  likewife,  by  the  advice  of  a  hot  headed  pari"  n, 
(4rchbi(hop  Laudy^eftabliSi  the  common  praver  (hroagh 
the  whole  kingdom  by  force,  which  the  PrtfDr  ccriani 
would  not  fubrait  to.  Thefe,  and  many  other  violeace  , 
raifed  a  civil  war  in  the  naiion,  in  which  he  wn  bc:\;.evs 
and  taken  piifoner.  A  high- Court  of  juftice  wa:  cri:ctcd 
on  purpofe  for  his  trial,  where  he  was  -ried  and  coudeni- 
ned  for  high    treafon    agaialt    the  Conluiutvoi.  ;  and  was 

oehcacsi 

*  This  js  all  that  r£mains  of  the  late  Earl  of  CijerU'-- 
feWs  epitome  of  the  Rifory  of  England^  njuhich  he  haapta^ 
Sub ly  begun  at  a  much  earlier  psriod,  A  hj,.muyh  i^.  fj4 
regnttid. 
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"beheaded  publicly,  about  one  hundred  years  ago,  atV/hitc- 
h^liy  on  the  5Qth  of  January.  This  action  is  maah  b'a* 
xneci  ;  but,  however,  if  it  had  noc  happeiied,  we=had  had 
no  liberiies  left,  ,/"' 

After  Charles's  death,  the  Pa'rliame<it  goycrned  for  a 
*4!iie  :  but  the  army  foon  took  the  power  out  of  their 
hanfiJs  ;  and  then  O'iver  Cromwell,  a  private  gentleman 
«3f  Huntingdon-fhire^  and  a  Colonel  in  that  army,  ufurped 
the  government,  and  called  himfelf  the  Proteiftor.  He 
■was  a  very  brave  and  a  very  able  man  ;  and  carried  the 
honour  of  England  lo  the  higheft  pitch  of  glory,  making 
himfelf  bafh  feared  and  refpefled'  by  all  they  Powers  in 
Burope.  He  got  us  the  illand  of  Jamaica  from  the  Spa- 
»^>ards  ;  and  Dunkirk,  which  Charles,  the  Second  fhame* 
fuliy  fold  afterwards  to  the  French  .  He  died  in  about  ten 
ye^rs  after  tic  had  ufurped  the  government,  which  he  hft 
to  his  fun  Richard  ;  who,  being  a  blockhead,  could  ret 
fceep  it  ;  fo  'hat  King  Charles  the  Second  was  reflored, 
hy  means  of  General  Monk,  who  was  then  at  the  head  of 
the  army. 

King  Charles  the  Second,  who,  during  the  life  cf  Crom- 
well, had  been  wandering  aboui  from  one  country  to  a- 
liother,  jr.lUad  cf  profifing  by  his  pdverfiries,  had  only 
colle£l,^'J  the  vices  of  all  the  countries  he  had  been  in. 
He  i^'^^  no  religion  ;  or,  if  any,  was  a  Fapilt  ;  and  hi» 
brother,  the  Duke  of  York,  was  a  dec)^i:ed  one,  'He 
gave  all  he  had  to  whore-s  and  favqurites  ;  and  was.fe  ne- 
ct^^ious,  that  h?becan>e  a  penfioner  to  France.  He  lived 
uneaiily  with  his  people  and  hi>  ParJiament  ;  and  was  at 
Isfi  poifcned'  As  he  died  v^iihour  (children,  he  was  fuc- 
needed  by  his  brother  the  Duke  of  York,  then 

King  Jame&  the  Second  ;  who  was  of  a  four,  cruel, 
?rjd  cyrannic.:-!  difpofition,  and  a  sealcus  Papift  :  he  re- 
folved  at  once  to  be  above  the  laws,  make  himfelf  abfolute, 
3{;d  eilablifli  Popery  ;'  upon  whith  the  nation,  very  wifely 
s'nd  jilUy,  turned  him  cut,  before  he  had  reigned  qiji'e 
four  years  ;  and  calJed  the  Puree  of  Qrar-^e,  from  Hol- 
i'^nd,  who  had'  marrie-d  King  Jair^es's  elded  dacghterj . 
K'jsry. 

The  Prince  and  Frlfjcefs  of  Orange  were  then  derlared. 
King  .,andP  Queer  cif  England,  by  the  title  cf  King 
V'-ir^^To  the  llld,  and  O^een  Mary  ;  and  -tbi?  h  called  the 
B-€V2|aiiQa.  ^  Q^im 
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Qaeen.  Mary  was  an  excellent  Princefs  ;  but  fh^died 
feven  years  before  King  William,  without  children. 
King  William  was  a  brave  and  warlike  ^ing  :  he  would 
have  been  glad  of  more  power  than  he  ought  to  have  j 
but  his  Parliaments  kept  him  within  due  bounds,  againft  his. 
will.  To  this  Revolution  we  again  owe  our  liberties. 
King  Wiiliam,  dying  without  children,  was  fucceedcd  by 
Queen  Ann,  the  fecond  daughter  of  King  James  the 
Second. 

The  reign  of  Queen  Ann  was  a  glorious  one,  by  the 
fuccefs  of  her  arms  againft  France,  under  the  Dske  of 
^arl&orough^  As  (he  died  without  children,  the  family 
of  the  Stuarts  ended  in  her  ;  and  the  crown  went  to  the 
Houfe  ©f  Hanover,  as  the  ncxr  Protellant  family  :  fa  that 
fhe  was  fucceeded  by  King  George  the  Firft,  father  of 
the  prefent  King. 


LETTER      L^XL 

Saturday. 
SIR,  ■      ^ 

THE  fame  of  your  erudition,  and  other  fhining  qua^ 
lifecations,  having  reached  to  Lord  Orrery,  he  de- 
fired  Hie.  that  you  might  dine  witb  fcim  and  his  fbn  Lord 
Boyle  next  Sunday  ;  which  i  told  him  you  (hould.  By 
ithis  time,  I  fuppofe,  you  have  heard  from  him  ;  bet,  if 
you  have  not,  you  muft,  however,  go  there  between  two 
and  three  to-morrow,  z\yd  fa/,  that  you  came  to  wait 
upon  Lord  Boyle,  according  to  his  Lordfhip's  orders, 
which  I  inforined  you  of.  As- this  will  deprive  me  of  the 
honour  snc  p'e6fur«  of  ycur  company  at,  dinner  to  liior- 
rOLW,  !  \vill  hope  for  it  at  breakfaft,  and  (hull  take  care 
to  have  your  chocolate  ready. 

Though  I  need  lot  tell  one  of  your  age,  experience, 
find  knowledge  of  the  world,  how  neceffary  good  breeding, 
k  to  rt^commend  one  to  mankind  ;  yet,  as  your  various 
occupations  of  Greek  and  cricket,  Latin  and  pitch-far- 
thing, may  poffib!y  divert  ycur  attention  from  this  pbjedl, 
I  take  fhs  liberty  of  reminding  you-pf 'it^^and.^efinng 
you  to  be  very  weH-b  ed  at  Lord  Orrery's.  U  is  gocd- 
breeding  alone  that  can  prepcfTefs  people  in    yjur   favour 

at 
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at  irft  fight  ;  more  time  being  neceflary  to .  difcover 
greater  talents.  Tlvis  good-breeding,  you  know,  does 
r.ot  coniift  in  low  bows  and  formal  ceremony  ;  but  in 
an  caff,  civil,  and  ref^edlful  behavioat.  You  >^in  thefC- 
fore  take  care  to  aofwet  with  complaifance,  when  you  are 
fpoken  to  ;  to  place  yourfclf  at  the  lower  end  of  the  table, 
unlefs  bid  to  go  higher  ;  to  drink  firft  to  the  Lady  of 
the  houfe,  and  next  to  the  Mailer;  not  to  eai  awk- 
wardly or  dirtily  ;  not  tO  fit  when  others  ftand  :  and  to 
do  all  this  with  an  air  of  complaifance,  and  not  wi^h  a 
grave,  (bur  look,  as  if  you  did  it  all  unwillingly.  J  do 
not  mean  a  (iliy  infipid  fmile,  that  fools  have  when  they 
would  be  civil  ;  but  an  air  of  fenfible  good-humour.  I 
hardly  know  any  thing  fo  diiHcuh  to  attain,  or  fo  necef. 
fary  to  polTefs,  as  perfe^  good  breeding  ;  which  is  equal- 
ly inconiiftent  with  a  fiiff  formality,  an  impertinent  for- 
v/adnMf  and  an  awkward  balhftffnefs.  A  little  cere- 
mcay  is  often  nec^iTary  ;  a  certain  degree  of  iijrmnefs  is 
abfoltjtely  fo  }  and  an  outward  modelly  is  extremely  be- 
coming :  the  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  your  own  ob- 
iervations,  maft,  and  alone  can,  tell  you  the  proper 
c^uan  titles  of  c«ch. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  with  meyeilerday,  and  commended 
you  much  ;  go  on  to  deserve  commendadons,  and  yea 
vill  certainly  meet  with  them.     Adieu. 


LETTER      LXXlI. 

Friday  Morning. 
DEAR  BOy, 

I  AM  very  well  plesfed  with  the  fubflance  of  your  letter  ; 
and  as  for  the  inaccuracies  with  regard  to  flyle  and 
grammar,  you  could  have  corrected  them  all  yourfelf,  if 
you  had  taken  tirne.  I  return  it  to  you  here  correfled, 
and  defire  that  you  wiH  attend  :o  the  diiTerence,  which  is 
the  way  to  avoid  rhe  fame  faults  for  the  future. 

I  would  have  your  letter,  next  Thurfday,  be  in  Eogliih, 

and  let  it  be  written^  as  accurately  as  you  are  able  j   I  mean 

with  refpeft  ta  ibe    language,  grammar,  and  flops  ;  for, 

as  to  the  matter  of  it,  the  iefs   trouble  you  give  yourfeJf^ 

he  better  it  will  be.     Letteis  fhould  be  eafy  and  natural, 

and 
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anci  convey  to  the  pcrfonj  to  whom  we  fend  them,  jull 
what  we  would  fay  to  thofe  pcrfons  if  we  were  with  them. 
You  may  as  well  write  it  on  the  Wednefday,  at  your 
Iwfilfe ;  and  leave  it  to  be  given  to  my  man,  when  ho 
comes  for  it  on  Thurfday. 

Monfieur  Godcrc  will  go  to  you  three  times  a  week  ; 
Tuefdays  and  Saturdays,  at  three  of  the  clock,  and  Thurf- 
days  at  five  He  will  read  modern  Hiftory  with  you  ; 
and,  at  the  fame  time,*  «nftruft  you  in  Geography  and 
Chronology  I  without  both  which,  th€  knowledge  of 
Hiftory  is  very  imperfedl,  and  almoU  ufelefs.  I  beg, 
therefore,  that  you  will  give  great  attention  to  them  ; 
they  will  be  of  the  greateft  ufe  to  you. 

As  I  know  you  do  not  love  to  ftay  long  in  the  fame 
place,  I  flatter  myfejf,  that  you  will  take  care  not  to 
remain  long  in  that  you  have ^ot,  in  the  middle  of  the 
third  form  :  it  is  in  yourowxj^wer  to  be  foon  out  of  it, 
ifyoupleafo;  and  I  hope  thVloveof  variety  will  tempi 
you. 

Pray  be  very  attentive  and  obedient  tp  Mr.  FItsgerald  z 
I  am  particularly  ©bilged  to  him  for  undertaking  the  care 
©f  you  ;  and  if  you  are  diligent,  and  mind,  your  bufincfs 
when  with  him,  you  will  rife  vtry  faft  in  the  fchool. 
Every  remove  (you  know)  is  to  be  attended  by  a  reward 
from  me,  befides  the  credit  you  will  gain  for  yoLFrfeif : 
which,  to  fo  great  a  foal  as  yours,  I  prefume,  i,^  a  flronger 
inducement  than  any  other  reward  can  be  ;  but,  how.- 
ever,  you  ihall  have  one.  I  know  very  v/ell  you  will  not 
be  eafy,  tiil  you  are  got  above  iVlafter  Onflow  ;  bat,  as 
he  learns  very  well,  I  fear  you  will  never  be  able  to  do  if, 
at  leaft  not  without  taking  more  pains  than,  I  believe, 
you  will  care  to  take  5  but,  fhould  that  ever  happen, 
there  fhall  be  a  very  corifiderable  reward  for  you,  befidcs 
fime. 

Let  me  know,  in  your  next,  what  books  you  read  la 
your  place  at  fchool,  and  what  you  do  with  Mr.  Fit^- 
gera'fd,-     Adlm, 


E    T. 
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LETTER      LXXIIL 

Dublin,  January  the  ZKih,  lyix* 
DEAH  BdY, 

AS  there  are  now  four  mails  due  froaf  England,  one 
of  which,  at  leaft,  will,  I  fuppofe,  bring  me  a  let* 
tcr  from  you,  I  take  this  opportunity  of  acknowledging  it 
before  hand,  that  you  may  not  accufe  me  (as  you  once  or 
twice  have  done)  of  negligence.  I  am  very  glad  to  find, 
hy  your  letter  which  I  am  to  receive,  that  you  are  de* 
tcrmined  to  apply  yourfeif  ferioufly  to  your  buflnefs  ;  to 
attend  to  what  you  learn,  in  order  to  learn  it  well  ; 
and  to  reHcd  and  leafon  upon  what  you  have  learned, 
that  your  lea^-ning  may  be  of  ufe  to  you.  Thefe  are  very 
good  refolutions,  and  I  applaud  you  mightily  for  them. 
Now  for  your  laft  letter,  which  I  have  received.  You 
lebuke  me  very  feverely  for  not  knowing,  or  at  leaft  not 
ren^embering,  that  you  have  been  fome  time  in  the  fifth 
form.  Here,  1  confefs,  I  am  at  a  lofs  what  to  fay  for 
myfelf :  for,  on  tke  one  hand,  I  own  it  is  not  probable 
that  your  would  not,  at  the  time,  have  communicated  an 
event  of  that  importance  te  me  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  it  i;  not  likely,  that,  if  you  had  informed  me  of  it,  I 
could  have  forgotten  it'.  You  fay  that  it  happened  fix 
months  ago  ;  in  which,  with  ali  due  fubmifiion  to  you, 
I  apprehend  yoa  are  midaken,  becaufe  that  mull  have 
been  before  I  left  England,  which  I  am  fure  it  was  not  ; 
aftd  it  does  not  ^ppe^r,  in  any  of  your  original  man'ufcripts, 
ihit  it  happcFicd  fiLTte.  May  not  this  poffibly  proceed  from 
the  ofcitancy  of  the  writer  ?  To  this  bicitancy  of  the  U- 
brariansj  ws  owe  fo  many  miftakes,  hiatus's,  lacunse,'  i^c, 
in  the  ancient  manufcripts.  it  may  here  be  necefiary  to 
explain  to  you  the  meaning  of  the  0/dtantcs  Librarii  ; 
which,  I  believe,  you  will  eafily  take.  Thefe  Perfcn^ 
(before. printing  wars  invented)  tianfcribed  the  work  cf 
aulho't,  Tometi-mes  for  their  own  profit,  but  oftner  (as 
they  werf*  gan^fally  (laves)  for  the  profit  of  their  laafters. 
In  the  firfl  cafe,  difparch^  more  than  accuracy,  was  theif 
©bjcdl  ;  for  the  jfeiler  they  wrote,  the  more  they  gct^:  in 
the  latter  cafe  (obfffrve  this)  as  it  was  a  taik  impoffd  on 
them,  which  they  did  not  dare  to  refufe,  ihey  were  idle^ 
tareUft  and  i^cofrSt ;  npt  ginning  ibem/el'va  ihi   Itiiuhk   f 

had , 
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TtAd.cver  ^kat  they  had<wrttttn.  T}is  celebrated  Atticus 
kept  %  great  number  of  thefe  tranfcribihg  flaves,  and  got 
great  fums  of  money  by  their  labours. 

But,  to  return  noTv  to  your  fifth  form,  fr?>m  whence  I 
have  Ilrayed,  it  may  be,  too  long  ;  Pray  what  dt/  you  do 
in  that  country  ?  Be  fo  kind  as  ro  give  me  a  defcription^ 
of  it.  What  Latin  and  Greek  bocks  do  you-read, there  I 
Are  your  exercifes,  exercites  of  invention  ?  or  do  yoa  iliU 
put  the  bad  Engliili  of  the  pfalms  into  bad  Latin^  and 
only  change  the  fliape  of  Latin  verfe  from  long  to  fhort 
and  from  ihort  to  long  ?  People  do  not  improve,  fmg!y, 
by  travelling.,  but  by  the  obfervations  they  make,  and  by 
keeping  gooi  company  where  they  do  travel.  So-,  I 
hope,  in  your  travels  through  jhe  fiAh  form,  yoa  keep 
company  with  Horace  and  Cicero,  among  ihe  Rom-^ns  ; 
aad  Homer  and  Xenopiion,  among  the  Greeks  ;  and  thaj 
are  got  out  of  the  word  company  in  the  worfd,  the  ijreek: 
epigrams.  Martial  has  wit,  and  is  worth  your  looking 
into  fometimes  ;  but  I  recommend  the  Greek  epigrams  ta 
your  fupieme  contempt.     Good  night  to  yoa. 


-      L  _  E     T     T    I    R      L^XXiV. 

.    Dublin  CaftIe,*'N3vember  the  lo^h,   1745- 

DEAR  BOY, 
Havs  received  your  laft  Saturday's  performarsce^ 
with  which  I  am  very  well  fatisfiad.  I  know  or  havs 
heard  of  no  Mr.  St.  Maurice  here  ;  and  young  Pai'-s 
whom  L  have  made  an  enfign,  was  here  upors  the  fpo-, 
as  were  every  one  0^  tbofe  I  have  named  ir^  thef<j  rc,v 
levies. 

Now  that  the  Chril^mas  breaking  up  draws  near.  C 
have  ordered  Mr.  Defnoyers  to  go  to  you,  dnring  tfi3e 
time,  to  teach  yoa  to  dance.  I  defire  you  will  parties- 
larly  attend  to  the  graceful  motion  of  your  arms  ;  which, 
wi.h  the  m.anner  of  putfing  on  your  hat,  and  giving  ''-^-^r 
hand,  is- a! i  that  ar gentleman  need  attend  to,  D:.nclnr 
is  in  i  felf  a  very  tr-ti.^ng,  filly  thing  ;  hue  \~  '-:  onr^  -f 
thofe  f ftaSiJfhed  fohies  to  which  people  of  f  nf?  "ir'^  i■y^v^ 
times  obliged  to  conform,  and  then  they  ihr^'i  htt  '•J'-i 
XQ  do  it  well  :  and,    though  I  woOld  not  \x%\&  you  a  dnrj- 

X  2cl. 
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eer,  yet,  vvhea  yea  do  dance,  I  wo  aid  have  you  dsmce 
veil,  as  I  would  have  you  do  every  rhitfg,  you  do,  well* 
There  is  no  one  rhing  To  triBing,  bat  which  (if  it  is  to  be 
Gone  at  all)  ought  lo  be  done  well.  And  I  have  often 
told  you,  that  I  wifiied  you  even  played  at  pitch,  an4 
erickcr,  better  than  any  boy  at  Weftminiller.  For  ia- 
llance  :  Drefs  is  a  very  fooHfh  thing  ;  and  yet  it  is  3 
^cry  fooliili  thing  for  a  man  not  to  be  well  dreffed,  ac- 
cording to  his  rank  and  way  of  life  ;  and  it  is  fo  far  from 
being  a  difparagement  to  any  man's  underftanding,  thai 
it  is  rather  a  proof  of  it,  to  be  as  well  dreiTed  as  thofe 
whom  he  lives  wich  ;  the  diffefence  in  this  cafe,  batweea 
•^  man  of  fenfe  and  a  fop,  is,  that  the  fop  values  hinafelf  up- 
on his  drefs,  and  the  man  ef  fenfe  laughs  at  it;,  at  the 
fame  time  that  he  knows  he  muil  not  neglesSl  it  :  there 
are  a  thoufsnd  foolilh  cufloms  of  this  kind,  which,  not 
being  criminial,  rauft  be  compiled  with,  and  even  cheer- 
fully, by  men  of  fenfe.  I>iogenes  the  Cynic-  was  a  wifs 
anan  for  deSpi^ng  them  ;  but  a  foal  for  (bowing  it.  Be 
wifer  than  other  people,  if  you  can  ;  but  do  not  tell  them 
fo.         -     - 

It  is  a  very  fortunate  thing  ft^r  Sir  Charles  Hotham,  to 
liave  fallerT  into  the  handa  cf  one  of  your  age,  experience^ 
and  knowledge  of  che  world  ;  I  am  perfuaded  yoa  will 
take  infinite  care  of  him.     Good  nigh:. 


LETTER       LXXy. 

Dublin  CaHIe,  February  the  f  th,  1746, 

I  Have  beett  honoured  with  two  letters'  fr©m  you,  fince 
i  troubled  you  with  fny  laft  ;  and  I  have  likewife  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Mr.  Morel,  Containing  a  ihort,  but 
beautiful  manufcript,  faid  io  be  ycers  :  but,  I  confeft,  f 
can  hardly  b-'.'ieve  ir,  becaufe  it  h  fo  very  different  f^om 
your  common  writing  ;  ^nd*!  «.'in  not  fuppofe  that  you' d-j 
DOt  always  vvri^e  as  well  as  you  can  ;  for  to  do  any  iRin^ 
ill,  that  one  catvdo  well,  is  a  degree  of  negligence  wh'cli 
1  can  never  fufpeil  yoa  oi'.  I  aiwavf  appUu^ed  your  b-i" 
tlab!e  ambition  of  excelling  in  everything  yen  artcmptcd  • 
and' ther?for«  make  n>  doubt  but  Lhat  yau  will,  in  a  li:;'*- 

-.  tii**3^ 
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tims,  bs  able  to  write  full  as  well  as^the  perfon  (wlioever 
he  was)  that  wrote  that  manufcript  which  is  faid  to  be 
yours.  People  like  you  have  a  contempt  for  mediocrity, 
and  are  not  fatisfied  with  escaping  cenfure  ;  they  aifp  at 
praife  ;  and  by  deiiring,  feldom  fail  deferving  and  ac- 
quiring, it. 

You  propofe,  I  find,  Dsmofthenes  for  yoar  raoael  ; 
and  you  have  chofen  verv  well  :  but  remember  the  pains 
be  took  CO  be  what  he  was.  He  fpoke  near  the  fea,  in 
ftorms,,  both  to  ufe  himfelf  to  fpeak  loud,  and  not  to  bs 
difturbed  by  the  roife  and  tumult  of  public  alleinblies  s 
he  put  (tones  in  his  mouth  to  help  his  elocution,  whicE 
naturally  was  not  advantageous  :  from  which  fafls  I  con- 
clirde,  that  whersever  he  fpoke,  he  cpensd  both  his  ii ps 
sad  his  teeth  ;  and  that  he  articulated  every  word  and 
every  fyllable  diftini5lly,  aad  full  loud  enough  to  be  heard 
the  whole  length  of  my  library. 

As  he  took  fo  much  pains  for  the  graces  of  oratory 
only,  I  conclude  he  took  fliU  more  for  the  more  folid 
pans  of  it.  I  am  £pt  to  think  he  applied  himfelf  ex- 
tremely to'thc  propriety,  the  piirity^  and  the  elegancy,  of 
his  language  ;  to  the  diflrlbution  of  the  parts  of  his  o- 
rativiM  ;  to  the  force  of  kis  arguments  1  to  the '^rengih  of 
his  proofs  ;  and -to  the  paSions,  as^  well  as  the  judgment?;, 
of  bis  audience,  I  fa nc)  he  began  wUh.  ati  exordium,  trj 
gain  the  good  opinion  and  the  aiFc;<ftiGns  of  his  audience  ; 
that  afcerw?rJs  he  dated  ihe  point,  'va  qaeilion,  bri^Hy., 
but  clearly  ^Jlhat  he  then  brought  his  proofs,  afcervva;ds 
liis  a'"guraen'S  ;  aad  that  he  concluded  wi-h  a perorat'n,  in 
which  he  recafitulated  the  v;b.o1e  fucciaclly,  enf^fced  che 
ftrong  parts,  -AdA  arti^illy  fiippf-:d  cvrr  thetvcak  qviei  ;  and 
at  lal'l  made  his  llroBg  pufh  at  ths  paulons  of  his  hearers, 
Whx-rever  you  wcui<i  perfuade  0?  prevai',  addrcCs  yarf^If 
to  the  pafTions  ;  it  's  by  them  that  mankind  is  to  be  taker?, 
Caefar  bade  his  ioldiers,  at  the  ba.tle  of  Phrirfa'is,  aim  at 
the  faces  of  Pom pey's  men  ;  they  did  lo,  and  prevailed. 
I  bid  you  (liike  al  the  pa^Tl^ns  ;  and  if  ycj  do,  you  toa 
will  prevail-  If  you  C30  once  rr.p/^ge  people's  pri.le,  love- 
pity,  ambition  (or  whichever  i?  tn:?ir  pie^ailJn:;  p.^lfior.) 
on  yotirfide,  you  need  not^fcar  what  iheir  r-aHin  car;,  ij 
2£:4nll  yg-^,  I  am^  with  ^he  greatefi:  rffp.  ct. 
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LETTER       LXXVI. 

Dublin,  Febroary  the  26ih,  174$- 
Sunt  quihus  in  Satira  uidear  tiimis  acer. 


I 


Find,  Sir,  you  are  on«  of  thpfe  ;  thorgh  I  canpot 
j^  imagine  why  you'think  fo,  unlefs  fomething  that  J. 
have  faid,  very  innoce-ntly,  has  happened  10  be  very  appli* 
cable  to  fomebody  or  jDther  of  your  acquaintance.  He 
3Riakes  the  fatire,  who  applies  it  :  qui  capit  ille  facit.  I 
hope  ycu  do  not  thirk  I  meant  you,  by  any  thing  I  have 
iaid  ;  becaafe,  if  you  60^  it  feems  to  imply  a  conkiouf- 
r.efs  of  fome  guilt,  which  i  dare  rot  prciurr.e  tc  fuppofe 
3n  your  cafe.  1  know  my  duty  too  welhto  exprefs,  and 
your  merit  too  well  ro  entertain,  fucli  a  fufpicion.  I  have 
not  lately  read  the  fitirical  authors  you  mention,  having 
\ery  little  time  here  to  read.  But,  as  focn  as  i  returp  to 
England,  ihefe  is  a  book  that  1  HihII  read  over  xcry  care- 
fully ;  a  book  that  I  publiflitd  not  quite  fourteen  years  a- 
go  .  it  is  a  fipall  quarto  ;  and,  though  I  fay  it  myfei.f, 
ihere  is  f  Riething  good  in  it  ;  bat,  at  the  fame  time,  it 
is  fo  incorreCt,  io  inaccurate,  and  has  {o  many  faults,  ihat 
I  muil  have  a  belter  tdition  oi' ic  publilh.d,  which  I  wiil_ 
carefully  revife  and  corred.  It:  vrTTi  foon  fee  much  mors 
generaily  read  thsn  it  has  been  yet  ;  and  tlieiefore  it  is 
peceJlary  that  it  Ihould  prodire  in  luceni  mullG  emendatior, 
I  believ^e  you  have  fcltiorn  dipped  into  this  book  ;  ar,d 
lucfeovir,  1  believe  k  will  be  the  lafl  book  that  you  will 
lead  with  proper  atienrion  j  oiher^vjfc,  if  ycu  would  take 
ihe  coubif,  you  coula  help  me  in  fht:?  new  edition,  more 
than  f^nv  bacy  \\  you  wiii  promife  me  your  ailiOnnce,  I 
\-. -n  tsli  you  the  book  ;   till  !hcn,  1  iliall  not  nan.e  it. 

You  will  fin.d  all  i\\z  Spedl.r.oii  that  are  good,  that  is,. 
•all  Adoiioti's  in  my  lib/ary.  -"n  cnc  large  quarto  volume 
of  his  works  ;   which  ii  peflciti)  ac  your  Yervice. 

Pfj;  ■•■A  i\j  :>n(t(:i:r  CoJvfC,  (wliO  ycu,  v.ithgreat  gram- 
r  aii:^'  o;  r  y,  f-^v  has  be'^n  to  Cenerai  Cornvvii'i)  that  i 
do  noL  doubc  but  that  whok- i>fra>5-    uill    b;   fvt  jight  in  s 


Lvv.t   w.i=e,         /i'i!A:j- 
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LETTER      LXXVir, 

Dublin  Caftle,  March  the  rotfi,  1746, 
SIR,      - 

I  Most  thankfully  acknowledge  the  honour  cf  two  or 
three  letters  from  you,  iince  I  troubled  you  with  my 
lad  ;  and  a>s  very  proud  of  the  repeated  inflances  you  give 
me  of  your  favour  and  protection,  which  I  ftiail  endeavour 
to  defcrve.  . 

I  ara  very  glad  you  went  to  hear  a  trial  in  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  and  ftill  more  fo  that  you  made  the  proper 
animadverfions  upon  the  inattention  of  many  of  the  people 
in  the  Courts  As  you  obferved,  very  well, /the  indecency 
of  that  inattention,  1  am  fure  you  will  never  be  gui'ty  ef 
any  thing  like  it  yourfelf.  There  is  no  furer  fign  in  the 
world  of  a  little,  weak  mind,  than  inattention.  Whatever 
is  wortk  doing  at  all,  is  worth  doing  well  ;  and  nothing 
can  be  done  well  without  attention.  It  is  the  fure  anfvver 
of  a  fool,  when  you  afk  him  about  any  thing  that  was  faid 
or  done -where  he  was  prefenr,  that  *'  truly  he  did  not 
mind  it  :"  And  why  did  the  fool  not  mind  it  ?  What  had 
he  elfe  to  do  there,  but  to  mind  what  was  doing  ?  A  man 
of  fcnfe  fees,  hea's,  and  retains,  every  tjiing  that  pailes 
where  he  is.  I  defire  I  may  never  hear  you  tslk  of  not 
minding,  nor  complain,  as  moil  fools  do  of  a  tr<"acherou8 
memory.  Mind,  not  only  what  people  fay,  but  how  they 
fay  it  ;  and,  if  you  have  any  lagacity,  yoa  may  difc'ove? 
more  truth  by  your  eyes  th;in  by  your  ears.  Peopli  can 
f<iy  whai  they  will,  but  they  cannot  look  joft  as  they  will  ;^ 
and  their  looks  frequently  difcover  what  their  vvar^s  are 
calculated  to  conceal.  Obferve,  thepefore,  people's  locks 
carefully,  when  they  fpeak,  not  on]/  to  you,  bac  to  each 
C3iher.  f  have  often  guciled,  by  people's  faces,  what  'hey 
were  faying,  though  T  could  not  hear  one  word  they  faid. 
The  moft  material  knowledge  of  all,  I  mean  '  the  know- 
ledge of  the  world,  is  never  to  be  acquired  without  great 
?.ttention  ;  and  1  know  many  old  people,-  who,  though 
they  have  lived  long  in  the  world,  are  but  childrcB  fvill  as 
to  the  knowledge  of  it,  from  their  levity  and  ir-a-ttention. 
Certain  forms  which  all  people  comply  with,  and  certain 
afis  which  all  people  aim  at,  hide,  in  ferae  degree,  ths 
truths  and  give   a  general  exterior   refemb-succ  to  almofi 

every 
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every  bocly.  Attention  and  fagacity  moft  fee  through 
that  veil,  and  difcover  their  natural  character.  You  are  of 
an  a^e,  noiv,  to  rcfl^^ft,  to  obferve  and  to  compare  charac- 
ters, and  10  arm  ycorfelf  againft  the  comip.on  arts,  at  leaft, 
of  the  world.  If  a  man,  with  wh6m  you  sre  bat  barely 
acqaaiatedy^to  whom  you  have  made  no  offers  nor  given 
any  marks  of  frien  iilijp,  makes'  you,  on  a  fudden,  flrong 
pfofelHons  of  his,  receive  them  with  civility,  but  do  not 
repay  them  wirh  confidence  ;  h^  certainly  means  to  dc' 
ceive  you  j  for  one  man  does  not  fail  in  love  with  another 
'at  fight/'  If  3  man  ufes  Irrong  protellations  or  oaths,  to 
make  you  believe  a  thing,  which  is  of  itfelf  fo  Jikely  and 
jprobable,  that  the  bare  faying  of  it  would  be  fuflicient, 
depend  upon  it  he  lies,  and  is  highly  intcrefted  ia  making 
you  believe  it  ;  cr  elk  he. would  not  take  fo  much  pains. 

In  about  fi^c^e  weeks,  I  piopofe  having  the  honour  of 
Jayittg  myfelf  at  your  feet  ;  which  I  hope  to  find  grown 
]©Dger  than  they  weie  when  I  left  them,     Adieu. 


LETTER      LXXVIir. 

Apri],  the  5  th,   1746; 
B^^AR  BOY, 

BEfor-e  it  is  very  long,  I  am  of  op'nioR  that  you  y»'ill 
both  think  ,ind  fpeak  more  favourably  of  women 
than  you  do  now.  Yo'i  ftem  to  think,  that,  from  Eve 
downwards,  ihey  have  done  z  great  deal  of  mifchief.  As 
for  that  Lady,  [  give  ht;r  up  to  you  ;  b>U,  iince  her  time, 
hiftory  will  iofo-^m  yoa,  that  m.^n  have  done  much  more 
mifchief  in  the  (.vorld  than  women  j  and  to  fay  the  truth, 
I  would  not  advife  yoa  to  truil  ei'her,  more-  than  is  abfo- 
lately  neccfiary.  But  this  I  will  advife  you  to,  which  if^ 
liever  to  attack  whole  bodies  of  any  kind  ;  for,  hcfides 
tl^at  all  genera!  rules  have  their  exceptions,  yoa  unneeeifa- 
rily  iBake  yourfeifa  great  number  of  enemies,  by  attack- 
ing a  ^ar^/ co)lf£live]y.  Among  women,  as  a^rsong  menj 
there  are  good  as  welj  as  bad,  and  (it  my  be)  fully  as  ma- 
ny, or  more,  good  ihan  among  men.  This  rule  holds  as 
to  lawyers,  foldiers,  parfons,  courtiers,  citizens,  fjfr.  They 
are  all  men,  fubjed  to  the  fame  patTions  and  fentiments, 
diifering  only  in  the   manner,    according    to  their  feveral 

educatijRs'  f 
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\ 
educations  ;  and  it  would  be  as  imprudent  fis  unjuft  to  at-  •> 
tack  any  of  them  by  the  lump.     Individuals  forgive  fome* 
times  ;  but  bodies  and  focieties  licver   do.     Many    young 
people  thirtk  it  very  genteel    and  Viitty  to  abufe  the  Cler- 
gy ;  i^n  which  they  are  extremely  nriftaken  ;  fince,  ia  my 
opinion,  parfbns  are  very  like  men,  and  neither  the  better^ 
nor  the  worfe  for  wearing  a  black  gown.     All  general  rc» 
ik^ions,  upon  nations  aad  fo«isiieSp  are  the  trice,    thread- 
bare jokes  of  ihf-fe  who  fet   up   for  wit,    wicheut    havir^g*- 
any,  and  fo    have  recourfe   to  .  CDinni3a-plav*e.     Judge  of 
individuals  from  your  own  knowledge    of  them,    and  nos 
from  their  fex,  profeffion.  or  de^omhiatloo. 

Though  at  my  returnj  which  I  hope  wi!l  be  very  rooa» 
I  fhali  not  iind  your  feet  lengthened,  f  hope  I  fiiali  find 
your  head  a  good  deal  fo,  and  then  i  ih?M  not  much  mind 
your  feet.  la  two  or  three  months  afcer  my  returnj  yoa 
aad  I  fhall  part  for  {ams  time  :  you  niuft  go  to  read  men, 
as  well  as  books,  of  all  langaages^and  naions,  Obferva- 
tion  and  reHed^ion  will  then  be  very  neceifary  f^r  you. 
We  will  talk  this  matter  over  fully  wh'Jtt  v/s  meet  ;  which 
1  hope,  will  be  in  the  lall  week  of  rhis  maath  j  till  wheflj, 
1  Ijave  the  honour  of  being 

Your  mofl  faidiful  fervant. 


LETTER      LXXIX. 

Bath,  September  the  29th,  O.  S.  17 ±6, 
BEAR  BOY, 

Re  CEP/ ED  by  the  lall  mal!  «*  ur  letter  of  the  .23  d  N. 

S.  from  Keidleberg  ;  and,  axr.  very  well  pleafed  tcs 
find  that  you  inform  yourfelf  of  the  particulars  of  the  fe- 
vera]  places  yoirgo  through.  You  do  mighty  right  to  fee 
t'he  curiollties  in  thofe  feveral  places  ;  fach  as  the  goldsn 
hull  at  Fra^.ckfort,  the  tun  ar.  Heidleberg,  If^c.  <^ther 
fravellcrs  fee  the ra  and  talk  of  them  j  it  is  very  proper  tc 
ffre  thefl?  too  :  bat  remen-iber,  that  feeing;  js  the  leaft  ma- 
teria] abjed^.  of  travelling  :  hcarifig  aftd  kjVoiyiiig  ate  ihe 
^■^t-cAfX  poin's.  Ther«!:fb?e  pray  let  your  inquiries  be 
<:Uiefi)'  ciireitt^d  10  the  kiotviedge  of  the  conitltutron  and 
^.rirticular  curioAiS  of  nhe  places  where  you  either  rcfide  z.% 
-•f  j-'iU  uii'>^i^li  ;    ,v]\arn  ibtj'  bt!3'^g'tQ,    by    ivhat    right. 

aad 
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snd  tenure,  and  fmcc  when  ;  m  whom  rhe  fuprcma  autho- 
rity is  lodged  ;  and  by  what  Ma^iftrates,  and  in  r.  hat- 
manner,  the  civil  and  the  criminal  juftice  is  adminiSered. 
It  is  likcwife  neceffaryito  get  as  much  acquaintance  as  yoa 
can,  in  order  to  obfsrve  the  cbarafters  and  manners  of  the 
people  ;  for,  though  human  nature  is  in  truth  the  fame 
through  the  whole  human  fpecies,  yet  it  is  fo  differently 
iiiodin«d  and  varied,  by  .education,  habit,  and  different 
cuRotn-s,  that  one  (hould,  upon  a  flight  and  fuperficial  ob* 
fervation.  almofi  think  it  different. 

As  I  have  never  beea  in  Switzerland  myfelf,  I  mull  de- 
iire  you  to  inform  me,  now,  and  then,  ©f  the  conftitution 
of  that  country.  As  for  initance  :  Do  the  Thirteen  Can- 
tons, jcintly  and  collectively,  form  one  government,  where 
the  fupreme  authority  is  lodged  ?  or  is  each'  Canton  fove- 
reign  in  iifelf,  and  under  no  tie  or  conftitutional  obligati- 
on of  ailing  in  common  concert  with  the  other  Cantons  ? 
Can  any  one  Csnton  make  war  or  alliances  with  a  foreign 
Power,  without  the  ccnfVnt  of  the  other  twelve,  or  at 
leall:  a  majority  of  them  ?  Can  one  Canton  declare  war 
agsinft  another  ?  If  every  Canton  is  fovereign  and  iride« 
pendent  in  iifelf,  in  whom  is  the  fupreir.e  power  of  that 
Canrcn  lodged  ?  Is  it  in  one  man^,  or  in  ascertain  number 
of  men  ?  If  in  cne  man,  what  is  he  called  ?  If  in  a  num.- 
ber,  what  are  they  called  ;  Senate,  Council,  or  what  i  I 
do  not  fuppofe  that  yoii  can  yet  know  tbefe  things  your- 
felf  ;  but  a  very  little  inquiry,  of  thcfe  who  do,  will  ena* 
ble  you  to  anfwer  m.e  thefe  few  queilions  ia^your  next. 
You  fee,  I  am  fute,  the  i^eceiTuy  of  knowing  ihefe  ihin?,s 
thorviughly,  and  ccrifequently  the  nacelTity  of  converfing 
much  with  the  people  of  f.ie  ccuntry^,  who  alone  can  in- 
form you  righ:ly  :  whereas  nioft'of  the  Erglilh  who  travel 
converfe  only  with  each  o-i'^'er,  snd  confequently  kno.v  no 
more  when  they  return  to  England  thsn  thev:  did  when 
they  left  it.  This  proceeds  irom  a  frau-var/}  hcnff,  which 
makes  them  ?(hr=med  of  going  !rito  company  ;  and 
fisquen'ly  too  from  'he  want  oF  ihe  ncc'fiary  langunge 
{French)  to  enable  them  'o  bear  their  pert  in  it.  As  for 
she  fnaa-vui/e  h—i'e^  I  hope  ycu  arc  above  it.  Your  fi;^ure 
13  hke  oi-her  pf-up'c's  ;    \i\\Y-^S^    you  will  take   care  \\'^t 

our^drefs  jhal!  be  fo  too,    snd   to  avoid    any    fingularity. 

'hst  ihcn  Ihould  you  be  ifnaaied  ci'  f    und  why  r<ot   g;j 

ia  a    _, 
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into  a  mixed  company,  with  as  much  eafc,  and  as  liccle 
concern,  as  you  would  go  into  your  own  room  ?  Vice  and 
ignoraace  are  the  only  things  I  know  which  one  otght  to 
be  afbamed  of:  keep  but  clear  of  them,  and  you  may  go 
any  where  without  fear  or  concern,  1  have  known  iome 
people,  who,  from  feeling  the  pain  and  inconveniences  cf 
this  mawvai/e  honte,  have  ruftied  into  the  other  excreme» 
and  turned  impodent  ;  as  cowards  fometimcs  grow  6ei- 
perate  from  the  excefs  of  danger  :  but  this  too  is  carefully 
to  be  avoide'^,  there  being  nothing  more  generally  fhock- 
ing  than  impudence.  The  medium  between  thefe  t'.vo  ex- 
tremes, marks  out  the  well  bred  man  :  f  e  feels,  himfeif 
iirm  and  eafy  ift  all  companies  ;  is  modeft  without  being 
bafnfui,  and  fteady  without  beiiig  impudent  :  if  he  is  a 
ftranger,  he  obferves,  with  care,  ?he  manners  «nd  ways  of 
the  people  the  moft  efteemed  at  that  place,  and  conforms  to 
them  with  complaifance.  Inftead  of  finding  -fault  wiih 
the  coftoms  of  that  place,  and  telling  the  people  that  the 
Englifli  ones  are  a  thoufand  times  better,  (as  my  country- 
Hien  are  \try  apt  to  do),  he  commends  their  table,  their 
drefs,  their  houfes,  and  their  manners,  a  little  more,  it 
jaay  be,  than  he  really  thinks  they  deferve.  But  this  de- 
gree of  complaifance  is  neither  crirFiinal  nor  abj:.6  ;  and 
is  but  a  fraall  price  to  pay  for  the  good-will  and  aiedion 
of  the  people  you  corfverfe'with.  As  the  generality  of 
people  are  weak  enough  to  be  pleafed  with  tkefe  Httie 
things,  thofe  who  refiife  to  pleafe  them  fo  cheaply,  are,  in 
Hjy  mind,  weaker  than  they.  There  is  a  very  pretty  lit- 
tle French  book,  written  by  L*Abbede  Bellegarde,  entit- 
led, V Art  di  pl&irs  dans  la  Conijerfation  ;  and  though  I 
confefs  that  it  i^  impoiBble  to  reduce  the  art  of  pleaiinfe^ 
to  a  fy  flem,  yet  this  book  is  not  wholly  ufe'ef^;  ;  I  d;-^ 
fay  you  may  get  it  at  Geneva,  if  not  at  LauTaune,  aaa  I 
would  advife  you  to  read  it.  But  this  prir.clpic  f  wili  lay 
down.  That  the  defire  of  pleaftng  is  at  leaft  half  the  art 
of  doing  it;  the  reft  depends  only  upon  the  manner, 
which  attention,  obfervation,  and  frequenting  good  com- 
p^.ny,  will  teach.  But  if  you  are  lazv,  csrclefis  and  in- 
d  fFerent  whether  you  pleafe  or  not,  depend  apoii  it  you 
Bever  will  pleafe. 

This  letter  is  infeniibly  grown  too  long  ;   but,    si:  I  a'i- 
wav5  Hauer  m)Te)f  that  mv  ^xn^ntit\c<i  rmy  bi  qi  i^r^t  ofe 
'  y    "  '  ^a 
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to  yoqj-  youtli  and  inexperience,  I  throw  out,  as  it  occnTi 
to  me,  and  fhall  continue  to  do  fo,  every  thing  that  I 
think  may  be  of  the  lead  advantage  to  you  in  this  impor- 
tant and  decrfive  period  ofiyour  life.  God  prcferve  you  ! 
P.  S.  lam  much  better,  ^nd  fhall  leave  this  place  foon. 


LET    T    E     R      LXXX. 

Bath,  Oflober  the  4th,  O.  S.  i-jaS, 
DEAR  BOY, 

THOUGH  I  employ  fo  much  of  my  time  in,  writing 
to  you,  I  confefs  I  have  often  my  doubts  whether  ir 
is  to  any  putpofe.  f  know  how  unwelcome  advice  geiie- 
rally  is  ;  I  know  that  thofe  who  want  it  mcft,  like  it  and 
and  fOiloW  it  leaft  ;  and  I  know,  too,  that  the  advice  of 
pareiUs,  more  particulalry,  is  afcribed  to  the  moiofenefs, 
the  impSrioufnefs,  or  the  garrulity,  of  old  age.  But  ihec;^ 
on  the  Giher  hand,  I  fiattcr  myfslf,  that  as  your  owa 
reafon.  (though  too  young  as  yet  to  faggeft  much  to  you 
©firfelf)  is,  however,  f^rong  enough  to  enable  you  both 
to  judge  of  and  receive  plain  truths  ;  I  flatter  myfelf  (I  fay) 
that  your  own  reafon,  young  as  it  is,  muft  tell  you',  that 
I  can  have  no  intereft  but  yours  in  the  advice  I  give  you  ; 
and  that  confeq^u^ntly  you  will  at  leaft  wei^h  and  confider 
it  well  )  in  which  cafe,  fome  of  it  wil!,«  I  hope,  have  its 
sjtedl.  Do  not  think  that  I  mean  to  di^aie  as  a  parent  1 
I  only  mean  to  advife  as  a  friend,  and  an  indulgent  one 
too:  and  do  not  apprehend  that  I  mean  to  check  ycor 
pleafures  j  of  which,  on  ths  contrary,  I  only  defire  to  b« 
the  guide,  not  the  cenfor.  Let  my  experience  fupply 
your  want  of  it,,  and  clear  your  way,  in  the  progrefs  of 
your  youth,  of  thofe  thorns  and  briars  which  fgratch- 
ed  asd  dis^gured  me  in  the  ecurfe  of  mine.  I  do 
jsot,  therefore,  fo  much  as  hint  to  you,  how  abfolutely 
dependent  you  are  upon  me  ;  that  you  neither  have,  no? 
can  have,  a  U^i.'lin?  in  the  world  but  itom  nie  ;  and  that, 
as  I  have  no  wom^snifh  weakrefs  for  your  penon,_your  merit 
Kiuir,  and  will,  b:  the  only  rneafure  of  my  kindnefs.  S! 
fay,  I  do  not  hint  thefe  things  to  you,  becaufc  i  atn  con- 
vinced that  you  will  a€l  right,  upon  more  noble  and  pe- 
iierou"!  principles  ;  I  mean,  for  the  fake  ef  doing  ri^hc, 
,  aad  out  of  affeclioa  and  gratitude  to  nis.  .  I 
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I  fiave  fo  often  recommended  to  you  sttenticn  and  ap- 
plicaiion  to  whatever  you  learn,  that  I  do  not  meution 
t^em  now  as  duties  ;  but  I  point  theaa  out  to  you  as  con^. 
d'ucive,  nay,  abfoluteiy  necefiary,  to  your  pleafures  :  for 
can  there  be  a  greatc  pleafuie,  than  to  be  univesfaiiy 
illo^ved  to  excel  thofe  of  one's  own  age  and  manner  of 
Ti[q  }  and,  confequently,  can  there  •  be  any  thing  more 
mortifying  than  to  be  excelled  by  them  ?  In-  this  latter 
cafe,  your  iTiame  and  regret  mutl  be  greater  than  any 
body's,  becaufe  every  body  knows  the  uncommoh  ca-e 
whi'f-h  has  been  taken  of  yoiar  education,  and  the  oppDr- 
tuniries  yoa  have  had  of  knowing  more, than  others  of 
your  age.  I  do  not  coniirie  the  apprication  whi^h  I  te- 
-commenJ,  fmgly  ro  the  view  and  emulation  of  excelling 
others,  (though  that  is  a  very  fenfiljle  picafure  and  a  very 
warrantable  pride  ;)  but  I  mean,  likewife,  to  excel  in  the 
thing  iffelf  :  for,  in  my  mind,  one  may  as  well  not  know 
a  thing  at  al!,  as  know  it_  but  imperfedly.-'  'f^  know  a 
little  of  any  things  gives  neither,  fatisfaftion  nor  credit, 
but  offen  brings  difgrace  or  ridicule. 

Mr.-  Pope  fdvs,   vtry  truly, 

<'   A  little  knov^-'ledg-^  is  ja  dangVous  thing  * 

**  Drink  deep,  or  talle  not  the  Caftalian  fpring.*' 

And  what  is  cailtd  Q/matf^rhrg  of  every  thing,  infallih^y 
conftitutes  a  coxcomb.  I  have  often,  of  late,  relieved 
what  an  unhappy  man  I  mud  now  have  been,  if  1  had  not 
acquired  in  my  youth  fome  fund  and  taite  of  learniai-y^- 
Wh:it  could  1  have  done  wiih  myfelf,  at  this  age  with- 
out  them  ?  I  mull,  as  many  ignorant  pejpic  do^  have  de- 
ilroyed  my  h.ealth-and  facuii.i«;.s  by  foiling  away  the  e^eu- 
itigs  ;  or,   by    waiting    them    f'-ivolouflv  ia  the    tattle    of 


womens  company,  muft  have  ^xpolcd  ra.Crif  to  the 
cule  and  ccnteii-ipt  of  thoie  very,  wome'n  ;  0%  ItiViyt  I 
muft  have  hang,ed  myfeU',  as  a  nian  once  did,  for  wean- 
nefs  of  putting  on  and  pulling  T#  his  fhoes  a;'  '  -  -  ,- 
every  day.     My  book?,  and  cr-iy  my  bocl-,  2.-  \ 

me  ;  and  !  daily  rind  what  Cicero  f?.ys  cf 'earm-g  ^o  bs 
true  :  "  Hctc ftudia  (fays  he)  advUJcf.n'iam  a  /.s  /■  7.\*- 
iuttm  nhledaht^  fecundas  res  ornaMt^  adru^-  fi^  p^^^ [-[Jvm  ,-r.c 
f^a*'i:'n  prahent,   ddf Slant  domi,   n^v    trnfeduj^'T  fom,  pi'-- 
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I  6b  not  mean,  by  this,  to  exclude  convcrfatlon  ©tit  af 
the  pleafures  of  an  irdvanced  age  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  a 
very  great  and  a  very  rattcnal  pleafure  at  all  a^es  :  bufc 
the  /eonverfation  of  the  ignorant  is  no  converratTon,  and 
gives  even  them  co  pleaAi.e  ;  they  tire  of  their  own  fter- 
ility,  and  have  not  matter  enough  to  furnifh  them  wiih 
words  to  keep  up  a  eonverfation. 

Let  me,  therefore,  moft  earneilly  recommend  to  yoi^ 
to  hoard  up,  while  you  can,^  great  ftock  of  knowledge  ; 
for  though,  during  the  dilTipation  of  ycur  youth,  you  may 
not  havecccafioft  to  fpend  much  of  it  ;  yet,  you  may  depend 
ijpon  it,  that  a  time  will  come,  when  you  v/ill  want  ic  to 
maintain  you.  Public  granarifs  are  filled  jn  plentiful 
years:  not  that  it  is  known  that  the  neiXt,  or  the  fecond, 
or  third  year  will  prove  a  fcarce  one  ;  but  becaufe  it  is 
known,  that,  ^ooner  or  later,  fuch  a  year  will  come,  its 
which  the  grain  will  be  wanted. 

I  will  fay. no  more  to  yoa  upon  t/his  ful  jcf^  ;  yor  have 
Mf.  Harte  with  you  to  enforce  it  ;  you  have  Keafrn  fo 
aifenr  to  the  truth  of  it  :  fo  that,  in  fhort,  *'  you  hs-^e 
**  Mofes  and  the  Prophets  ;  if  you  wtll  not  believe  them* 
**  neither  wi)!  you  beliete,  though  one  rofe  from  tKe 
'^  dead." — Da  not  imagine,  that  the  knowledge,  which 
I  fo  much  recrmmend  to  you,  is  confned  to  becks,  pleafing, 
ufeful,  r*-\d  necfiTary,  as  that  knowledge  is  ;  but  I  com- 
prehended in  it  i-he  gieat  knowledge  of  the  world,  fiili 
jT^ore  neceiTary  than  chat  of  books.  In  truth,  they  sfiiil 
cne  j'noti^er  recipr^iCaily  ;  and  no  man  will  have  either 
pertf'ft-iy,  who  has  not  both.  The  knowledge  of  the 
world  is  only  ro  be  required  in  the  world,  and  not  in  a 
cicfet.  Bocks  ah>ne  wJ*!  tsever  trr.ch  it  you  :  they  will 
iuk'eeix  rnzry  "hings  to  your  cb'ervarioo,  which  might 
otherivifs  eicape  von  ;  ar^d  your  cwn  obfervari.cns  upon 
mankind-,  uher.  ccHipareisi  with  rhofe  whiC|h  you  will  fend 
in  books,  vvT'l  help  you  to.  fix  the  true  point. 
i  To  know  mankind  well,  requires  full  as  much  aftention 
ard  app'4caticn  nr-  to  know  bcoks,  and- (it  n.ay  be^  more 
il^i^acitv  and  difcerrianent,  1  am,  at  this  time,  acnusinfed 
v^v.h  vr.p-riy  elderly  people,  who  have  »Vi  palled  their  whole 
iive?  in  the  great  world,  but  with  fuch  levjry  and  inat-^ 
mention,  that  they  know  no  more  of  it  now  *han  they  did 
at  tTif^A.     Do  not   flatter   yourfclf,  therefore,    with    the 

thoughts 
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thougrus  that  you  can  acquire  this  knowledge  in  tie  fri- 
volous cjiit-chat  of  idle  coqapanies  ;  no,  you  mufl  go  mucli 
deeper  than  that  you  muft  look  into  people,  as  ^ell  ae 
at  them.  Aimcft  all  people  are  born  with  all  the  paffionsi 
to  a  certaia  ticgrte  ;  but  almoft  every  man  has  a  prevaiU 
ing  ©ne,  to  which  the  others  are  fubordinat«.  Search  e- 
very  one  for  that  ruling  paflion  ;  pry  into  the  recefles  of  hii 
heart,  ard  obferve  the  different  workings  of  the  fame 
pailion  in  different  people.  And,  when  yoa  have  found 
om  the  prevailing  pafiion  of  any  man,  remeniber  never  ro 
?.ruft  hira  where  iha;  pafiion  is  concerncsd.  Work  upoa 
him  by  ir,  if  you  pleafe  ;  but.be  upon  your  guard  your- 
felf  againft  ifi  whatever  profelHons  he  may  iftake  you, 
I  would  defire  you  to  read  this  letter  twice  over,  but 
that  I  much  doubt  whether  you  wrll  read  once  to  the  end 
of  it,  h  will  trouble  you  no  longer  row  ;  but  we  will 
k&ve  more  upon  this  fubje^a  hereafter.     Adieu. 

Chesterfield. 

I  have  this   moment   received  your  fetter   from  SchafF- 
^aufen  :  in  the  date  of  it  you  forgot  the  month. 
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Bath,  Oaober  the  9th,  O.  £.  1746. 
DEAR  BOY,       ^  ;  '   . 

YOUR  diftreiTes  in  your  journey  frpm  Heidleberg  to 
Schaffhaufen,  your  lying  upon  ftraw,  your  black 
bread,  and  your  broken  Berline,  are  proper  feafonings  for 
the  greater  fatigues  and  diftreffes  weich  you  muil  expe^  m 
the  courfs  of  your  travels  ;  and,  if  one  had  a  mind  to 
tnoralize,  one  might  call  them  the  famples  ef  the  accii- 
dents,  rubs,  and  ^ifHculties^  which  every  man  meets  w'nh. 
in  his  jaurney  through  life,  in  this  journey,  the  under- 
ftanding  is  the  <voitu^i  that  mufi:  carry  you  through  ;  and 
in  proportion  as  t^a't  is  ftronger  or  Vv'Caker,  more  or  lefs 
in  repair,  your  journey  will  be  better  or  worle  ;  though,  at 
"beft,  you  Will  now  and  then  ^.nd  fome  bad  roads,  and 
fome  bad  inns.  Take  care,  therefore,  to  k^ep  that  nc . 
eelTary  voiture  in  perfeft  good  repair  ;  examine,  improve, 
and    ftrengihcn   it    every  day  :  ic    xs    in    the  power,  and 

ought 
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gwglit  to  be  the  care,  of  every  man  to  do  it  ;  he  that  nc- 
glefts  it,  deferves  lo  fee],  and  certainly  will  feel,  the  fa- 
tal eiFeftsofthat  negligente. 

J  propes  ot  negligence;  I  iruft  fay  fomething  to  you 
upon  that  fubje<fl.  You  know  1  have  often  told  >ou,  that 
my  afFedion  for  you  was  not  a  weak,  womanifti  one  ; 
and,  far  from  iTlinding  me,  it  makes  me  but  nfore  quick- 
lighted,  as  to  your  faults  :  thofe  it  h  no:  only  my  right, 
but  my  duty,  to  teil  yeu  of;  and  it  is  your  duty  and  yoor 
interefi  to  correct  them.  In  th'e  ftrid  i^rutiny' which  I 
have  made  into  you,  1  have  fthank  God)  hitherto  not  Sif- 
covered  any  vice  of  th«  hearf,  or  any  peculiar  weaknefs 
of  the  head  :  but  I  have  difcorered  lazinefs,  inattention, 
and  indifference  ;  faults  which  are  only  pardonable  in  old 
men,  wno,  in  the  decline  of  life,  when  health  and  fpirits' 
fail,  have  a  fert  c{  chlm  to  that  fort  of  trariquility.  Bljt 
a  young  man  (honld  be  ambitious  to  ihine,  and  excel.; 
alert,  adive,  and  indefatigable,  in  the  means  of  doing  it; 
and,  like  Cefar,  nil aBum  rsputans,  Jt  quid ftiperejfei  agen- 
dum. You  Teem  to  want  that  njinjida  "ois  animi^  which 
fpurs  and  excites  moft  young  men  to  pleafe,  to  ihiwe,  to 
excel.  "Wiu'icut  ibe  ciciire  and  the  pains  necfflary  to  be 
connderable,  depend  upon  it  you  nf^ver  can  be  (o  ;  as 
iVlthout  the  dtiitQ  and  attention  nccefFary  to  pleafe,  you 
never  cat?  pleafe.  KulJuTi  numen  ebeji,  jVfit  prudentia^  is 
iiiiqueitionably  true  with  regard  to  every  thing  except  poe- 
try ;  and  1  am  sttry  fure  that  any  man  of  common  uhder- 
flanding  may,  by  proper  cultjre,  care,  attention,  and 
Jabaar,  make  himfelf  wbstever  he  pleafe?,  except  a  good 
poet.  Your  deiilnation  is  the  great  and  bufy  world  ;  your 
iaiinediate  objcd  is  the  aiTairs,  the  incerefis;  and  the  hif* 
t^vjy  tl^e  confUtutions,  the  cuftoms,  and  the  manEers,  of 
th«  feveral  parts  of  Europe.  In  this, -any  man  ofcom- 
jncn  fenfe  may,  by  common  application,  be  fure  to  excel. 
Ancient  and  Mscern  Hirro^y  are,  by  attention,  eafily  at- 
tainable. Geographv  snd  Chronology  the  fame  ;  none 
g/ theitt  requirir.g  any  uncommon  fliate  of  genius  or  in- 
ventfon.  Speak'ng  and  writing  clearly,  corfe6"^ly,  and 
u'jth  eafe  and  ^r^^cty  are  certainly  to  be  acquired,  by 
reading  the  beil  authors  with  care,-  ar^d  by  attention  to  the 
bcli  living  mode's.  Thefe  are  the  qualifications  more 
particularly     netcfLry   for   you,     in    your    department   j 

which 
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whid!  you  TTjay  be  poflefied  of,  if  you  pleafe  ;  s.ni  which, 
i  tell  you  fairly,  I  {hall  be  very  angry  at  you  if  you  are 
not  ;  becaufe*^  as  you  h^ave  the  means  in  ysur  hands,  ifc 
will  fee  your  own  fault  only. 

If  care  and  application  are  neceffary  to  the  acquiring  of 
thofe  qualificatiQns  without  which  yea  can  never  be  con- 
fi'derable  nor  make  a  figure  in  the  world  ;  they  are  not 
lefs  necefTary  with  regard  to  the  lefier  aCcomplifhmeatSa 
which  are  requifite  to  make  you  agreeable  and  p'eafmg  in 
fociety.  In  truth, -whatever  is  worth  doing  at  all,  is 
worth  doing  well  ;  and  nothing  ca:n  be  done  well  without 
attention  ;  I  therefore  carry  the  neccffity  cf  attention 
down  to  the  loweil  things,,  even  to  dancing  and  drefs. 
Cul^om  has  made  dancing  fometimes  neceffary  for  a  young 
man  ;  therefore  mind  it  while  yeu  learn  it,  that  you  may 
learn  to  do  it  well,  and  not  be  ridiculous,  though  in  a  ri- 
diculous a^.  Drefs  is  of  the  fame  naiure  ;  you  mud  drefs  ; 
therefore  attend  to  it  ;  not  in  order  to  rival  or  excel  a  fop 
in  it,  but  in  order  to  avoid  fmgularity,  and  confequentl^ 
ridicule.  Take  great  care  always  to  be  dreiTed  like  the 
reafonable  people  of  your  own  age,  in  the  place  where  you 
are,  whofe  drefs  is  never  fpoken  of  one  way  or  another 
as  either  too  negligent  or  too  muck  fludied. 

What  is  commonly  called  an  abfent  man,  is  commonly 
either  a  very  weak  or  a  very  affeded  man  ;  but  be  hg 
which  he  will,  he  Is,  I  am  fure,  a  very  dliagreeablc  man  in 
company.  He  fails  in  all  the  common  oSices  of  civility  ; 
he  feerns  not  to  know  thofe  people  t©-day.,  with  whom 
yellerday  he  appeared  to  live  in  intimacy.  He  takes  no 
part  in  the  general  converfation  ;  but,  on  the  coatrary, 
.  breaks  into  it  from  time  to  time,  with  forae  Hart  of  his 
own,  as  if  he  waked  from  a  dream.  This  (as  I  faid  be- 
fore) is  a  fure  indication,  either  of  a  mind  Co  weaky  that  it 
is  not  able  to  bear  above  one  cbjeft'  at  a  time  ;  or  fo  ru 
-  fefled,  that  it  would  be  fuppoied  to  be  ^hoKy  cnai-ou'A 
-by,  and  direded  to,  (bme  vtry  great  and  i:^,ror;&nt  cbjeclcc 
Sir  liaac  Newion,  Mr.  Locke,  and  (ic  rn^;  b;i  hvc  c: 
iix.  more,  fi  nee  the   creation- of  the  world,  ■•-    ^d. 

a  right  to  abfence,  from  that    inten(e  thcu;....  ch^  r;';^ 

things  they  were  i.nvetligating  required.  Bui\  '■  ■  :\  vc^^c^ 
man,  and  a  rr.an  o^  rbe  ^vor'^is  ^'-'ho  ha*-:  no  '-  ■  '  :,i- 
fiojis    to   plsad,   ■--'  :,  :;nd   Z/-r-:S^   ihu   '  :•>- 
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fence  la  compaay,  his  pretended  right  ihould,  in  my  mind, 
he  turned  into  an  involuntary  abfence,  by  his  perpetual 
cxclufien  out  of  con^pany.  However  frivolous  a  company 
may  be,  ftjil,  while  you  are  among  them,  do  not  fhew 
them,  by  your  inattention,  that  you  think  them  fo  ;  but 
rather  t^ke  their  tone,  and  conform  in  fame  uegree  to 
their  weaknefs,  inllead.  uf  manif-^.fting  your  contempt  for 
them.  There  is  nothing  that  people  bear  more  impatient- 
ly, or  forgive  lefs,  than  contempt  :  and  an  injury  is  much 
fooner  forgotten  than  an  infult.  If,  therefore,  you  would 
laiher  pleafe  than  offend,  rather  be  wfll  than- ill  fpcken  of, 
rather  be  loved  than  hated  ;  remember  to  have  that  c6n- 
ilant  attention  about  yoii,  which  flatters  every  man*s  little 
vanity  ;  and  the  want  of  which,  by  mo):tif;ing  his  piide, 
never  fails  to  excite  his'refentment,  or  at  Itafl  h;s  ill  v^ili. 
For  inftance  :  Moft  people  (1  might  fay  all  people)  have 
their  weaknefTes  ;  they  have  their  averijons,  and  their 
likings,  to  fuch  or  fuch  things  ;  fo  that,  if  you  were 
to  laugh  at  a  man  for  his  averfion  to  a  cat,  or  cheefe, 
(which  are  common  antipaihies)  ;  or,  by  inattention 
and  negligence,  to  let  them  come  In  his  way,  where 
you  could  prevent  it  ;  he  would,  in  the  firft  cafe, 
think  himfelf  infutted  ;  and  in  the  fecond,  flighted; 
and  would  remember  both  :  Whe'^eas  your  care  to  procure 
for  him  what  he  iike)^,  and  to  reasove  from  him  what  he 
hates,  fhcJws  him,  that  he  is  at  leaft  an  objcd  of  you? 
attention  ;  fiatters  his  vanity  j  and  makes  him,  poffibly, 
more  your  friend,  thari  a  more  imporfanc  fervice  would 
have  done.  With  regard  to  woraen,  attentions  ftill  below 
thefe  are  necefTary,  asd,  by  the  cuflcm  of  the^  world,  in 
fome  meafuredue,  accordirg  lo  the  laws  of  good-breeding. 
IV^  long  and  frequent  letters,  which  I  fend  yuu  in 
great  doubt  of  their  fuccefs,  put  me  in  mind  of  certain 
papers  which  you  have  very  lately,  and  I  formerly,  fcnt 
up  to  kites,  along  the  firirg.  which  we  called  mefienget^  ; 
fome  of  them  the  wind  uicd  to  blow  away,  others  wfre 
torn  by  the  firing,  ar^d  but  few  cf  thera  got  up  and  il/nck 
to  the  kite.  But  I  will  content  myfelf  now,  as  1  did  then, 
if  fome  of  say  prefent  aiefTcagers  do  but  ftick  to  voa. 
Adieu. 

LET-- 
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tmAK  BOY, 

YOU  are  by  this  time   (I  fuppofe)  quite  Tetiied  and  at 
home  at  L^fanne  ;. therefore   pray   let   me   know 
hdw  you  pafs  your  time  there,  and  what  your  fludies,  your^ 
amufements,  and    your   acquaintances,  are.     1  take  it  for 
granted,  that  you  inform    yourfelf  daily  of  the  nature   of 
the  government  and  conftitution  cf  the  Thirteen  Cantons  ^ 
and,  as  I   am    ignorant  of  them  myfeif,  I  mull   app'y  to 
you  for  information.     I  know    tha    names,  bat  I  do    nos 
know  the  nature  of  fome  of  the    moft    confiderable  ofBces 
there  ;  iiich  as  the  Avoyers,  the  Seizetsiers,  the  Bam/erefs^ 
and  the  Gras  Sautter.     1  deiire,  therefore,  that  you  wilt  let 
aae  know  what  is  the  particular  bufinefs,  department,  or  prc« 
viflce,  of  thefe  feveral  Magiflrates.     But,  as  f  isiagine  that 
there  may  be  fome,  though,  I  believe,  no  e/Tential  diiFerence 
in  the  governments  of  the  feveral  Cantons,  I  would  not  give 
you  the  trouble  of  informing   yourfelf  of  each  of  them  ; 
but  confine  my  inquiries,  as  you  may    your    informations,, 
to  the  Canton  you  reiide  in,  that  of  Eerne,  vvhich    I    take 
to  be  the  principal  one.     I  am  not  lure  v/hether   the    Pais 
de  Vaud,  where  you  arc,  being  a  conquered  country,    and 
taken  from  the  Dukes  of  Sivoy  in  ths  yeir  153J,  has  th« 
fame  fhare  in  the  government  of  the  Canton,  as  the   Ger- 
taan  part  of  it  has.  Pray  inform  yourfelf  and  me  about  it. 
I  have  this  moment  received  yours    frora  Seine,    of  ihte 
2d  Qdober,  N.  S.  and  alTo  one  from    Mr.  Karte,    of  the 
fame  date,  under  Mr.  Burnaby*s  cover,     I  find  fey  the  lat- 
ter, and  indeed  I  thcoght  fo  before,  that  foare  of  your  let- 
ters, and  fome  of   Mr.  i-Jane*s,   have    not    reatrhed    rri^'. 
Wherefore,  for  the  fiuure,  I  defire  that  both    he    and  you 
will  dirpCl  yoiir  letters  il-^r  !»^e,  te    bs    le.n    cot:::    Mafijusr 
iVoItgrJi  Jg4it  de    S.  M.  Briian-/jii?i^.i,    a    Rotui  ,iajn,    v,iio 
will  take  care  to  lersd-  ihem    to  me.  Tafe.     Tue.  .-eaion  wh^ 
you  have  not  tecdved  kiters,  eithei."  I'mm  nie  or  from  Grs- 
venkop,  was,  that  we  direded  them    to   Laufanne,    where 
we  thought  70U  Jong  ago  :  and  we  thought    ic    to  no  par- 
pcfe  to  direct  to  yoa  upon  your  r'outs.^    where   it    was    not 
'ikely  that  our  letteri;    wouid    meet    with    you.  .    Bat  yea 
.  ave,  iinca  youir  arrival  ar  Laufanne,  1  believe,  found    let- 
ters enough  from  me  ;    and  (it  rr.a}:  be)    tiiare    tb^r'   )a« 
Ji3*'e  readj  atJesft  v.iLh  ar^ntig,ti. 


j6©  lord  CHESTERFIELS^J 

I  am  glad  that  you  like  SwiczeHaftd  fo  weU  ;  zni  im* 
patieat  to  hear  how  other  matters  go,  after  your  ftttic* 
menc  at  Laufanne.     God  blefs  you. 


LETTER      LXXXIIL 

London,  December  the  2d,  O,  S.  1746. 
DEAR  BOY, 

I  Have  net,  in  my  prefent  fitnation  *,  time  to 
write  to  you,  either  fo  much  or  Co  often  as  I  ufed 
while  I  was  in  a  place  of  much  more  leifurc  and  profit  : 
but  my  afFcftion  for  you  muft  not  be  judged  of  by  the 
numbfer  oi  my  letters  ;  ani,  though  the  one  leiTens,  the 
other,  I  affure  you,  does  not. 

1  have  juft  now  received  your  letter  ef  the  25th  paft, 
N.  S.  and,  by  the  former  poft,  one  from  Mr.  Harte  ; 
with  both  which  I  am  very  well  pleafed  :  with  Mr, 
Harte's^  for  the  good  account  which  he  gives  me  of  you  ; 
v/ith  yours,  for  the  good  account  you  give  me  of  what  I 
defired  to  be  informed  of.  Pray  continue  to  give  me  fur- 
ther information  of  the  form  of  government  of  the  country 
you  are  now  in  ;  which,  I  hope,  you  will  know  moft  mi- 
nutely before  you  leave  it«  The  inequaJity  of  the  towR 
©f  Laufanne,  feems  to  be  very  convenient  in  this  cold  wea- 
ther ;  becaufe  going  up  hill  and  down  will  keep  yga 
warm. — -You  fay  there  is  a  good  deal  of  good  company  ; 
pray,  are  you  got  into  it  ?  Have  you  made  acquaintances^ 
and  with  whom  f  Let  me  know  fo  me  of  their  names.  Do 
you  learn  German  yet,  to  read,  write,  and  fpeak  it  ? 

Yefterday,  1  faw  a  let^r  from  Monfieur  Bochat,  to  a  . 
friend  of  mine  j  which  gave  me  the  greateli  pleafure  that 
I  hfave^elt  this  great  while,  becaufe  it  gives  fo  very  go©i 
an  account  of  yoa.  Among  other  things  which  Monfieur 
Bochat  fays  to  your  advantage,  he  mentions  the  tender 
wneafinefs  and  concern  that  you  fhowed  during  my  illnefs; 
for  which  (though  I  will  fay  that  you  owe  it  mr)  i  am  o- 
bilged  to  you  ;  fentiments  of  gratitude  not  being  univer* 
fal,  nor  even  common.  As  your  a5e£>ion  for  me  can  on- 
ly proceed  from  your  experience  and    convidion   of  my 

^  fondnefs 

*  His  Lordjhip  nvaSy  in  the  year    17465    appz'iHttd  one  ^ 
hii  Majejlfs  Seer  Star  its  sf  Sial^.  - 
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fbndnefs  for  you,  (for  to  talk  of  natural  aiFc£lion  js  talking 
f5onfenfe),  the  only  return  1  defire  h  what  is  chiefly  your 
intereft  to  make  roe,  I  mean,  your  invariable  pradtice  of 
Virtue,  and  your  indefatigable  purfuit  of  Knowledge. — 
Adieu  !  and  be  perfuaded,  that  I  (hall  love  700  ex- 
tremely while  you  dcferve  it ;  but  not  oae  moment  longer. 


I.    S    T    T    E    R      LXXXIV. 

London,  December  the  9th,  O.  S.  j  745. 
DEAR  BOY, 

T Hough  I  have  very  little  time,  and  though  I  write 
by  this  poll  to  Mr.  Harte,  yet  I  cannot  fend  a  pac- 
ket to  Lauianne  without  a  word  or  two  to  yourlelf.  I 
thank  you  for  your  letter  of  congratulation  which  you 
wrote  me,  notviithftanding  the  pain  it  gave  you.  The  ac- 
cident that  caufed  the  pain^  was,  I  prefume,  owing  to  that 
degree  of  giddinefs  which  I  have  foraetimes  taken  the  li- 
berty to  fp«ak  to  you  of.  The  poft  I  am  now  in,  though 
the  object  of  molt  people's  views  and  defircs,  was  in  fome 
degree  infllfted  upon  me  ;  and  a  certain  concurrence'  ol 
circumftances  obliged  me  to  engage  in  it.  But  I  feel  that 
it  requires  more  ftrength  of  body  and  mind  than  I  have, 
tQ  go  through  with  it :  were  you  three  or  four  years  older, 
you  ihouid  ftiare  in  my  trouble,  and  I  would  have  taken 
you  into  my  ofiice  ;'  bat  1  hope  you  will  employ  thefe 
three  or  four  years  fo  well,  as  to  make  yourfelf  capable  of 
being  of  ufc  to  me,  if  I  (hould  continue  in  it  fo  lone-. 
The  reading,  writing,  and  fpeaking  the  modern  languages 
cprreflly  ;  the  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  the 
particular  conftitution  of  the  Empire  ;  of  HilVory,  Geo- 
graphy, and  Chronology  ;  are  abfolutely  n&ceilary  to  this 
bufinefs,  for  which  I  ;,have  always  intended  you.  With 
thefe  qualifications,  you  may  very  poiSbiy  be  my  fuccef- 
fcjr,  though  not  my  immediate  one. 

I  hope  you  employ  your  whole  time,  which  few  people 
do  ;  and  ihat  you  put  cycry  moment  to  proSt  of  fome 
kind  or  other.  I  call  company,  walking,  riding;,  c?"-;.  em- 
ploying one's  time,  and,  upon  proper  occiGons,  very  ufc- 
fully  ;  but  what  I  cannot  forgive  in  any  body,  is  fauncer- 
iijg,  and  doing  nothing  at  all  with  a  thing  fo  precious  «§ 
tiice,  and  [0  irrecoverable  when  loft.  Ait 
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Are  you  acquainted  with  any  Ladies  at  Laufanne  ;  and 
do  yoa^ behave  yourfelf  with  politenefs  enough  to  nriakc 
tfeera  deftre  your  company  ?  ,_ 

I  maft  finiih  :  God  bjefs  you    ! 


L    E    T    T    E    R     LXXXV. 

A  Londres,  ce  14  Fev.  N.  S.    1747* 
MONSIEUR, 

POUR  entretiner  rcctproqueirent  rotre  fran9ois,  cue 
nous  courons  r'lfquQ  d'oublier  tous  deux  faute  d'habi- 
tude,  vous  permettrez  bien,  que  j'aie  Thonneur  de  vous  af^ 
furer  des  mes  refpecl:?,  dans  cette  langue,  et  vous  aures 
aufii  la  bonte  de  me  repondre  dans  la  meme,  Ce  ii*eft 
pas  queje  craigne  que  vous  oubliez  de  parler  fran^cis, 
puifque  apparemment  jes  d^ux  tiers  de  vo^re  caquet  quctj' 
dien  font  dans  cetre  langue  ;  mais  c'eft  que  fi  v©us  vcua 
defaccoutomiez  d*ecrire  ea  frar^oi;^  vous  pourriez,  un  jour, 
iTiar.quer  a  cette  purete  grammaticale,  et  a  cette  orthogia-. 
phe  exade,  p2r  ou  vous  brillez  tant  dan  a.  \es  autres  Ian- 
gees  :  et  au  bout  du  compte,  il  vaut  mieux  ecrire  bien  que 
ir.fl  meme  en  fran^ais.  Au  refie,  comme  c*eft  une  langue 
fait  pour  Penjouement  et  }e  badinage,  je  ra'y  conforraerai, 
et  Je  referverai  mon  ferieux  pour  r^nglois.  Je  ne  vou3 
parleai  done  pas  a  piefent,  de  v6tre  Grec,  votre  Latin, 
v6  re  Droit,  foit  de  la  Nature  ou  des  Gens,  foit  public  cts 
pdrtJcuiier  ;  rnais  parlons  plutot  de  vos  amuferaens  et  fie 
vos  pjaidrs  :  puis  qu'auffi  bien  il  en  fals:  avoir,  Oferois- 
je  vrus  dernarder  qiieb  font  les  votres  f  Eft-ce  un  petit 
^:U'rit  fcciecej  en  bonne  compagnie  f.  Eft-il  queiticn  de 
p':iv.$  Toupcrs  agreabiCvS  ou  la  gaie-te  et  ]&  bienfeance  ffi 
liouvtnf  reunie:  .?  Ou,  en  contez  ^-cus  a  quelque  Bellei^ 
VoS  auL n'ions  pour  1;  quelle  cor.  tribi'eroierts.  vcus  d^erot'^ 
Ur  ?  Faites  moi  v'otre  confident  /ur  ceite  maiiere  ;  'vou5 
re  rr.e  trcuvercs  pas  un  cenfeur  fevere  ;  au  ccntraire,  je 
(j'Vir've  i'emplci,  de  rainilbe  de  vcs  plaitirs  :.je  vous  en 
rndiqueraii  et  meme  j'y  contribuerai.  " 

Njinbre  de  j*;uncs  gen?,  fe  livrent  a  des  plaifirs  qu'ils  ne 
gooient  point,  parceque,  par  abus,  ils  orst  le  r.om  de  pla.i- 
ii'Sr.     Ils  s'y  trompent  n^ea^.e,  fouvent,    ag  point  de  pren- 
dre \^  debaifcbe  pour  le  plaifir,    -Avouez  que  i'ivrcgnerie^ 
•    -'  •  • :  qui 
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qui  mine  egalement  la  fante  ct  refprlt,  cd  on  beau  plaiiir* 
L.e  gros  jeu,  qui  vous  caufe  mille  mauvaifes  affaires,  qui  ne 
te  vous  laiiTe  pas  le  fol,  ct  qui  vous  donne  tout  Pair  et  les 
inaniefes  d'un  poiTede,  eft  un  plaifirbien  cxquis  :  n'eftpas  ? 
La  debauche  des  femmes,  a  la  verite,  n'a  gueres  d'auire 
fHite,  que  de  faire'tomber  le  ncz,  ruiner  la  fante,  ec  vous 
atdrer  de  terns  en  tems  que'ques  coups  d*epee.  Bagatelles 
que  cela  !  Volla,  cependant,  le  catalogue  des  plailirs  dc  la 
plupart  des  jeunes  gens,  qui  oe  raifcnnent  pas  par  eux 
inemes,  et  qui  adoptent  fans  difcernment  ce  qu'il  plait  aux 
autres  d'appcller  du  beau  nom  de  Plaifir.  Je  fuis  tres  per» 
fuade  que  vous  ne  tomberez  pas  dans  ces  egaremens  ;  ei 
que,  dans  le  chc.ix~de  vgs  plailirs,  vous  confulterez  votre 
iaifon  et  votre  gout. 

La  fociete  files  hoHRe tes  gens,  la  table  dans  les  bsrnes 
requifcs,  un  pjetit  jeu  qui  amufe  fans  Intefet^  et  la  cpnver- 
fation  enjouee  ct  galante  des  femmefi  de  condition  et  dW- 
rit,  font  les  v^ritables  plaifirs  d*un  honnete^homme  5  qui 
e  caufent  ni  maladie  ni  horite,  ni  repencir.  Au  jieu  que 
tout  ce  qui  va  au  dela,  devient  crapule,  debauche,  fureur  5 
ui,  loin  de   donner  du   relief,  decredite,  ec  defhonore. 


I 


aieu. 

T  R  A  N  S  LA  T  I  ON. 

London,  Februaty  the  14th,  lyij, 
SIR, 

IN  or^efthat  we  may,  reciprocally,  keep  ifp  ou?Frencb, 
which,  for  want  of  pradice,  we  might  forget,  you  will 
permit  nae  to  have  the  honour  of  affuring  you  of  my  re« 
fpefts,  in  that  language  ;  and  be  fo  good  to  anfwer  me  In 
the  fame.  Not  that  1  am  apprekenfive  of  jour  forgettiisg 
t«r  fpeak  French  ;  fince  it  is  probable,  that  two  thirds  of 
your  daily  prattle  is  in  that  language  :  but  beoaufe,  ifyoa 
Jeave  oft  writing  French,  you  may  perhaps  neglcft  that 
grammatical  purity,  and  accurate  orthography,  v/hich,  ia 
other  langu?ges,  you  excel  in  ;  and  really,  even  in  French, 
it  is  better  to  write  well  than  ilL  However,  as  this  is  a 
language  very  proper  for  fprightly,  gay  fubje^s,  I  fiiai! 
conform  to  that,  and  referve  thofe  which  are  ferioas  for 
Englifh.'  I  fhail  not  therefore  mention  to  you,  at  prefent, 
your  Greek  or  Latin,  youir  fiudy  of  the  Law  of  Nature  or 
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the  Law  of  Nations,  the  Rights  of  People  or  of  Iniivtia* 
als ;  but  rather  difcufs  the  Aibjeft  of  your  Amufemcnts  and 
Pleafurcs  ;  for  to  fay  the  truth,  one  muft  have  feme.  May 
I  be  perffiitted  to  kquire  of  what  nature  yours  are  f  Do 
they  cenfift  in  Jitile  commercial  play  at  cards,  in  good 
company  ?  are  they  little  agreeable  fuppers,  at  which 
cheerfulinefs  and  decency  are  united  ?-or  do  you  pay  court 
to  fome  fair  one,  who  lequires  fuch  attentions  as  may  be 
of  nfe  in  contributing  to  polifti  you  ?  Make  me  your  con-^ 
fidani  upon  this  fubjedl  ;  you  fhall  not  find  me  a  fevere 
cenfor  ;  on^the  contrary,  I  wifh  to  obtain  the  employment 
of  minider  to-you.  pleafures  :  I  will  point  them  out^  and 
even  contribute  to  them. 

Many  young  people  adopt  pleafures,  for  which  they 
have  TiQt.  the  leaft  tafte,  only  becaufc  they  are  called  by 
that  name.  They  often  miftake  fo  totally,  as  to  imagine, 
that  debauchery  is  pleafure  :  You  muft  allow,  that  drunk* 
ctinefs,  which  is  equally  deflruftive  to  body  and  mind,  is  a 
fine  pleafure.  Gapiing,  that  draws  you  into  a  thoufand 
fcrapes,  leaves  you  pennylefs,  and  gives  you  the  air  and 
manners  of  an  outrageous  madman,  is  another  moflex- 
quifiic  pleafure  ;  is  it  not  r  As  to  running  after  womens, 
the  confequences  of  that  vice  are  only  the  lofs  of  o6e's 
nofe,  the  total  deftrudion  of  h^aiih^  and,  not  unfrequcntl/j 
the  being  run  through  the  body.  _  y 

Tbefe,  you  fee,  are  all  triiics  ;  yet  this  is  the  catalogue 
of  pJeafures  of  moft  of  ihofe  young  people,  who,  never  re^ 
fiefting  tiieiT/felves,  adept,  indifcriminately,  what  others 
chufe  to  call  by  the  feducing  na^ae  of  Pleafure.  I  am  tho- 
roughly perfua^ed  you  will  not  fail  into  fuch  errors  ;  and 
that,  in  the  choice  of  your-amufements,  you  will  bediie«^- 
ed  by  reafon  and  a  difcerning  tafte.  The  true  pleafures 
of  a  gentieroan  are,  thofe  of  the  table,  but  within  the^ 
bounds  of  moderation  ;  good  company,  that  is  to  hy, 
people  of  merit  ;  moderate  play,  which  amufes,  wiihcuL- 
ary  intercfled  vieivs  ;  and  fprightly,  gaUant  converfationsj 
with  women  of  fafhion  and  fen{t. 

Thefe  ars  the  real  pleafures  of  a  gentleman  5  vhich  oc- 
cafjon  neither  ficknefs,  fhame,.  nop  repentancp.  Whatever 
exceeds  them,  becomes  low  vic^,  brutal  psfTion,  debau- 
chery, and  infanity  of  mind  ;  all  of  which,  far  ficm  giv- 
ing faiisfadion,  bring  on  diihor.our  and  difgrace.    Adieu* 

L    E    T- 
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LETTER      LXXXVI. 

London,  March  the  6\h,  O.  S.  1747. 
DEAR  BOY, 

WHATEVER  you  do  will  always  affefl  ne  very  fen- 
flbly  one  way  or  another  1  and  I  am  now  moft 
agreeably  afefted  by  two  letters,  which  I  have  lately  feen 
from  Laufannc,  upon  your  fubjeft  ;  the  one  was  from 
Madame  St.  Germain,  the  other  from  Monfieur  Pampigny  s 
they  both  give  To  good  an  account  of  you,  that  I  thought 
iTVyfelf  obliged,  in  juftice  both  to  them  and  to  you,  to  let 
you  know  it.  Thofe  who  deCetve  a  good  chara^er,  ought 
to  have  the  fatlsfaftion  of  knowing  that  they  have  U, 
both  as  a  reward  and  as  an  encouragement.  They  write, 
that  you  are  not  only  t^ecroi/e,  but  tolerably  wsll-bred  ; 
and  that  (he  Englifti  crull  of  awkward  bafhfalnef^,  ihy- 
j\tCs,  and  roughnefs,  (of  which,  by  the  bye,  ycu  had 
your  ihare),  is  pretty  w^U  rubbed  off.  I  am  moft  hear-' 
tily  glad  of  it  ;  for,  a«  1  have  often  told  you,  thofe  lefT^r 
talents,  of  an  engaging,  infinuating  manner,  an  eaf/ 
good-breeding,  a  genteel  behaviour  and  addref«,  are  of 
infinitely  more  advantage^  than  they  are  generally  thought  to 
be,  efpeciaily  here  in  England.  Virtue  and  leafning, 
like  gold  have  theif  intrinfic  value  ;  but  if  they  are  not 
poliihed,  they  certainly  lofe  a  great  deal  of  their  luftre  : 
and  even  polifhed  brafs  will  pafs  upon  more  people  than 
rough  gold.  What  a  number  of  fins  doeii  the  chearful, 
cafy  good-breeding  of  the  French  frequently  cover  ?  Many 
of  them  want  common  fenCCf  many  more  common^  learn- 
ing ;  but  in  genefal  they  make  up  fo  much,  by  their 
manner,  for  thofe  defefls,  that,  frequentTy,-  they  pafs  ua^.^ 
difcovered.  I  have  often  faid,  and  do  think,  that  3 
Frenchman,  who,  with  a  fund  of  virtue,  iearning,  and 
good  fenfe,  has  the  manners  and  good- breeding  ef  hh 
country,  is  the  parfeiftion  of  human  nature/  This  per- 
fe^ion  you  may,  if  you  pleafe,  and  (  hope  yoE  wil!,  ar-. 
rive  at.  You  know  what  virtue  is  :'  you  mav  have  it  if 
you  will  ;  it  is  in  every  man's  power  ;  and  mifersbic  is 
the  man  who  has  it  not.  Good  fenfe,  God  ha?  given  yoa. 
Learning,  you  already  poflefs  enough  of,  to  have,  ^n  ;i 
reafenable  time,  aJi  that  a  man  need  have.  With  ^lus^ 
you  are  thrown  cut  early  into  the  worlci,  where  it  wil!  he 
your  own  fsuh  if  you  ^o  not  acquire  aU  the  other  accorrj- 
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pUffimentS  nece/Tary  to  complete  and  adorn  your  charalicfc 
.You  will  do  wcH  to  make  your  compliments  to  Madame 
Su  Germain  and  Monfieur  Pampigny  ;  and  tell  them, 
how  fenfible  ycu  are  of  their  partiality  to  you,  in  the  ad- 
vantageous teilimonies  which,  you  are  informed,  they  have 
given  of  you  here. 

Adieu  1  Continue  to  dcferve  fuch  teflimonies  ;  and  then 
)^Ott  will  not  only  deferve,  but  enjoy,  my  trueft  afFe^icn. 


LETTER      LXXXVII. 

LondoB,  March  the  27th,  ©.  S.  174.7. 
BEAR  loy,  /  '    ^ 

PLeasvre  is  the  rock  T^hich  moft  yourtg  people  fpJi^ 
upon  ;  they  launch  out  with  crowded  fails  in  qoeft  of 
it,  but  without  a  compafs  to  direft  their  courfe,  or  reafon 
fufficient  to  fleer  the  vefifel  ;  for  want  of  which,  pain  and 
ihame,  inftead  of  pleafure,  are  the  returns  of  their  voyage. 
.  Do  not  think  that  I  mean  to  fnarl  at  Pleafure  like  a  Stoic, 
or  to  preach  again/l  it  like  a  Parfon  ;  no,  1  mean  to 
point  it  out,  and  recommend  it  to  you,  like  an  Epicu- 
rean :  I  wifh  you  a  great  deal  ;  and  my  only  view  is  te 
hinder  you  from  niiftaking  it. 

The  charalter  which  moft  young  men  iirft  aim  st  if, 
that  of  a  Man  of  BIcalure  :  but  they  generally  take  it  upon 
truft  ;  and,  inftead  ©f  confulting  their  own  tafte  and  in- 
t:linatioB.s,  they  blindly  adopt  whatever  thofe,  with  whom 
they  chiefly  converfe,  are  pleaf^d  to  call  hy  the  name  of 
Pleafure  ;  and  a  Man  tf  Fhafure..  in  the  vulgar  accepta- 
tion of  that  phrafe,  means  only  a  besilly  drunkard,  esi 
abandoKfed  whore-mafler,  and  a  profligate  fwearer  and 
curfer.  As  it  may  be  cf  ufe  fo  you^  J  am  not  unwilling, 
^though  at  the  fame  time  afhamedy  t&--xyT%'n,  that  the  vices 
of^lfty  youth  proceeded  much  T^ore  from  my  filly  refolu- 
tion  of  being  what  I  heard  called  a  Msn  of  Pleafure,  than 
from  my  cJwn  inclinations,  i  aHvajis  naturally  }iate£ 
drinking  ;  'ancl-yet  I  have  of  eji  drunk,  with  difguft  fet  ihc 
time,  attended  by  grsat  ficknefs  the  next  d»y,  only  be- 
caufe  I  then  ccnfidered  drinking  as  a  nec?fary  guiiii ca- 
tion for  a  fine  gentlemah  and  a  man  of  pleafure. 

The  fame  as  to   gaming,     i  did    net  want  inopcy,  ahi 
r.enfequently  had  fiO  GccaEun  t©  play  for  ic ;  tti  i  ihotighs 
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Phjr  another  neceflTary  ingredient  in  the  compofition  of  a 
man  of  pleafure  :  and  accordingly  I  plunged  into  it  with- 
out defire,  at  firft  ;  facrifieed  a  thoufand  real  pkafares  to 
it  ;  and  reade  myfelf  folidly  uneafy  by  it,  for  thirty  the 
beft  years  of  my  life, 

I  was  even  abfard  enough,  for  a  little  whi'e,  to  fwfar, 
by  way  of  adorning  and  compleating  the  Ihiiiing  cha- 
raftcT  which  i  affeded  ;  but  this  folly  I  foon  laid  afidCg 
upon  finding  bijth  the  guilt  and  the  indecency  of  it. 

Thus  feduced  by  falhion,  and  blindly  adopting  nc«» 
SBinal  pleafures,  I  loft  real  ones  ;  and  my  fortune  im- 
paired, and  my  conilituiion  fhattered,  are,  I  muft  confel^^ 
the  juft  punilhment  of  my  errors. 

Take  warning,  then,  by  them  ;  chu^e  your  pleafures 
for  yourfelf,  and  do  not  let  them  be  impof^d  upon  youo 
Follow  nature,  and  not  faftiion  :  weigh  the  prefent  enjoy- 
ment of  your  pleafures  againft  the  neceflary  confequences 
of  them,  and  then  let  your  own  common  fenfe  determine 
your  choice. 

Were  I  to  begin  the  world  again,  with  the  experience 
which  I  now  have  of  it,  I  woald  lead  a  life  of  real,  noc 
of  imaginary  pleafure.  I  would  enjoy  the  pkafares  of  ihc 
table,  and  of  wine  ;  but  ftop  fhort  of  the  paiss  ir.icpa- 
rably  annexed  to  an*  excefs  in  either.  I  would  no;,  at 
twenty  years,  be  a  preaching  railTionary  of  abllemioufnefs 
and  fobriety  ;  and  1  fhould  let  other  people  io  as  ihev 
would,  without  formally  and  fencenti©ufly  refeiking  th^sm 
for  it  ;  but  I  would  be  mod  firmly  refolved,  not  co  de- 
ftroy  my  own  ficuitics  and  conftitution,  in  complaifaacc 
to  tbofe  who  have  no  regard  to  their  own.  I  would  play 
t«  give  tne  pleafure,  but  not  to  give  me  pain  ;  that  15,  I 
would  play  for  trifles,  in  mixed  companies,  to  smufe  my- 
felf, and  conform  to  cuftom  :  B\n  i  would  lakc  en  e  r«et 
to  venture  for  fums,  which,  if  1  won,  I  (hould  not  be  the 
better  for  ;  bui,  if  I  loft,  flieuld  be  under  a  dilHcuhy  to 
pay  ;  and,  when  paid,  would  oblige  me  to  retrench  ia 
fevcral  other  articles.  Not  to  mention  the  q^uayrels  which 
deep  play  commonly  occafions. 

I  would  pafs  fomc  of  my  time  in  reading,  and  the  veft 
in  the  company  of  people  of  fenfe  and  learnin,?;,  and  chief- 
ly thcfe  above  me  :  zni  I  would  frequent  the  lEixed  com- 
pa  >ies  of  men  and  women  of  falhioji^  which  tho-^gh  oHca. 

Vol.  L  a  a  fa- 
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frivclous,  y^t  they  unbend  and  ref rc(h  the  mind,  not 
ufclefily,  becaufe  they  certainly  polifh  and  foften  the 
manners. 

Thefe  would  be  my  pleafurcs  and  amufements,  jf  I 
were  to  live  the  laft  thirty  years  over  again  ;  they  are  ra- 
tienal  cnes  ;  and  moreover  I  will  tell  yoa,  they  are  really 
the  fafhionable  ones ;  for  the  others  are  not,  in  truth,  the 
pleafures*  of  what  I  call  people  of  fafhion,  bot  of  thofe 
who  only  call  themfelves  fo.  Does  good  company  care  to 
have  a  man  reeling  drunk  among  them  ?  or  to  fee  another 
tearing  his  hair,  and  blafpheming,  for  having  loft,  at  play, 
more  than  he  is  able  to  pay  ?  or  a  whore- mafter  with 
half  a  nofe,  and  crippled  by  ccarfe  and  infamous  de- 
bauchery ?  No  :  thofe  who  praflife,  and  much  more  thofe 
who  brag  of  them,  make  no  part  of  good  company  ;  and 
are  moft  unwillingly,  if  ever,  admitted  into  it.  A  real 
man  of  falhion  and  pleafure  obferves  decency  ;  at  lead, 
neither  borrows  nor  affec'ts  vices  ;  and,  if  he  unfortunately 
has  any,  he  gratifies  them  with  choice,  delicacy,  and  fe- 
crecy. 

I  have  not  mentioned  the  pleafures  of  the  mind,  (which 
are  the  folid  and  permanent  ones),  becaufe  they  do  not 
6ome  under  the  head  of  what  people  commonly  cail  plea- 
fures ;  which  they  feem  to  confine  to  the  fenfes.  The 
pleafure  of  virture,  cf  charity,  and  of  learning,  is  true  snd 
iafting  pleafure  ;  which  I  hope  you  will  be  well  and  long 
acquainted  with.     Adieu. 


LETTER      LXXXVIII. 

London,  April  the  jd,  O.  S.  1747. 
BEAR  B©Y, 

IF  I  am  rightly  informed,  I  am  now  writing  to  a  fine 
Gentleman,  in  a  fcarlet  coat  laced  with  gold,  a  bro- 
cade waiftcoat,  and  all  other  fuitable  ornaments.  The 
natural  partiality  of  every  author  for  his  own  works,  makes 
me  very  glad  to  hear,  that  Mr.  Karte  has  thought  this 
]ail  edition  of  mine  worth  fo  fine  a  b-nding  ;  and,  as  he 
ha«  bound  it  in  red,  ard  gilt  it  upon  the  back,  I  hope  he 
will  cake  care  that  it  (hall  ht  hticred  too.  A  fhowifii 
binding  atira^s  the  eyes  and   en^-^ges    the  attention  of  er 

very 
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very  body  :  bat  with  this  difFerence,  that  women,  and 
men  who  arc  like,  women,  mind  the  binding  more  than 
the  book  j  whereas  men  of  fenfe  and  learning  immediately 
examine  the  infide  ;  and,  if  they  find  that  it  does  not  an- 
fwer  the  finery  on  the  outfide,  they  throw  it  by  with  the 
greateft  indignation  and  contempt.  I  hope  that,  when 
this  edition  of  my  works  (hall  be  opened  and  read,  the  beft 
judges  will  find  connection,  confiftency,  folidity,  and 
fpirir,  in  it.  Mr.  Harte  may  recenftre  and  emendare,  as 
much,  as  hr  pleafcs  ;  but  it  will  be  to  little  purpofe, 
if  you  do  not  co-operate  with  him.  The  work  will  be 
imperfs^.  I  thank  you  for  your  lall  information  of  cur 
fuccefs  in  the  Mediterranean  ;  and  you  fay  very  rightly, 
that  a  Secretary  of  State  ought  to  be  well  informed.  I 
hepe,  therefore,  you  will  take  care  that  I  IhalL  You  are 
near  the  bufy  fcene  in  Italy  ;  and  I  doubt  r.ot  but  that,  by 
frequently  looking  at  the  map,  you  have  all  that  theatre 
of  tfee  war  very  perfed  in  your  mind. 

I  like  your  account  of  the  falt-works  ;  which  (hows  that 
you  gave  fome  attention  while  you  were  feeing  them.  But 
notwithftanding  that  by  your  account  the  Swifs  fait  is  (I 
dare  fay)  very  good,  yet  I  am  apt  to  fufpe£l  that  it  falls  a 
little  ihort  of  the  true  Attic  fait,  in  which  there  was  a  pe- 
culiar quickaefs  and  delicacy.  That  fame  Attic  fait  fea- 
loaed  almoft*  all  Greece,  except  Boeotia  ;  and  a  great  deal 
of  it  was  exported  afterwards  to  Rome,  where  it  was 
counterfeited  by  a  compo(i:ion  called  Urbanity,  which  ia 
fome  time  was  brought  to  very  near  the  perfeclion  of  the 
original  Attic  fait.  The  more  you  are  powderei-  with 
thefe  two  kinds  of  fait,  the  better  you  will  keep,  and  the 
more  you  will  be  relifhed. 

Adieu  !  My  compliments  to  Mr.  Harte  and  Mr,  Eliot, 


LETTER      LXXXIX. 

London,  April  the  I4'h,  O.  S     1747. 
DEAR  BOY, 

TTF  you  feel  half  the  pleafure  from  the  cor.fcloufr.ers  of 
.1.  doing  well,  that  I  do  froai  the  infornxarions  I  havg 
lately  received  in  your  favour  from  Mr.  I-j;irte,  [  \h\\% 
have  liiUs  occafioa  to  exhort  or  admonlHi    you  aay   nio/^ 
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to  do  what  yonr  own  fatisfiSion   and  felf-love   will  r«i8- 
cienily  prompt  you   to.     Mr.   Harte  tells  me  tkat  you  at- 
(end,  that  you  apply  to  your  ftudies  ;  and  that,  beginning^ 
to  underftand,  you  begin   lo   tafte  them.     This   pleafure' 
will  increafe,  and  keep  pace  with   yoar  attention  ;  fo  that 
the  balance  will  hz  greatly  to  your  advantage.     You  may 
remember,   that  I  have  always   earneftly   yecom mended  to 
you,   to  do  what   you  are   about,  be    that   what  it   will  5 
au-i  to  d©  nothing  elfeaithe  fame  time.     Do  not  imagine, 
that  I  mean,  fey  this,  tfeat  you  fhould  attend  to   and  plod 
at  y©ur  book  ail  day  'ong  ;  far  from  it  :   I  mean    that  yba 
5iould  have  your  pleafures  too  ;  and  that  you  Ihould  attend 
to  them,  for  the  time,  as  much  as  to  your   ftudies ;  and, 
if  you   do  not   attend  equally  to    both,  you    will    neither 
have  improvement   cr  fatisfaiftion  froan  cither.     A  man  is 
fit  for  neither  bufincfs  nor  pleafcre,  who  either  cannot,  or 
^ces  not,  command  and  direct  his  attention   ie  the  prtfent 
Qh'}?£ty  ard  in  fome  degree  banifh,  for  that  time,  all  other 
objefts  from  his    thought!.     Jf  at    a   ball,  a  fupper,  or  a 
party  of  pleafure,  a  man    were  to  be  lolving,    in    his^own 
inind,  a  probletn  in  Euclid,  he  would  be  a  very  bid  com- 
panion, and  make  a  very  poor  figure  in  that  company  ;  or 
if,  in  fiudying  a  prcblem  in  his    clcfet,  he  were   TO  thinl? 
of  a  minaer,   I  s.m  apt  to    believe  that  he   would    .Tiake  a 
very  poor  ir;atfeein'uicjsn.     The?e  h  lime  enough  for  every 
tiiing,   in.  the  ccurle  of  the  day,  if  you  do  but  one  fhing  at 
once  ;  but  there  is  not   time  enough   in    the  yesr,   if  ycu 
will  do  two  things  at  a    time.     The   penliona;  y  de  Witt, 
who  v.^r>s  t^rn  to  pi^'ces    in  the  year    i6yzr  did  the  wholcf 
btifinefs  01  the-Rspublic  ;  and  yet  had    time  left  to  go  to 
aff^mblies   ir    the   cveaing»  and  fup  in  company.     Being- 
pffced,  how  he  could  peffibly    yind  time  10^0   ihroogK   fo 
mo^:h  bufinefs,  and  yet  amufe  hiixfelf  in  the    evenings  ai 
hs'did  r  he  anfwered,  Thsrs  wa3    aathing,  Co   eafy  ;  for 
that  it  was  onlj/  doirtg  one  tking   at   a    timej^  and    never 
putting  cff  any  thing  till  tc-mcirow  that  could  be  done  to 
day.     This  (leidy  sad  undiiTipated  atterjtion  to  one  object 
is  a  fore  mark  of  a  fuperior  genius ';  as  hurry^  buftle,  snd 
i^gitfition,  are  the    never-fliling  fympicufiS  of  a  weak  and. 
frivolous  mind.     Vv^'hen   ycu   read  Horace,  attend    to  the 
^^jf!ccfs  of  his  thoughts,  the  happinefs  of  his  di<flion,  and. 
Ui€  t?ayiy  of  his  poetry  ;  and  do  not   think  of -^uffendcrf 
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i^t  H^mni  §t  Cive  .•  and,  when  you  a/c  reading  PufTendorf, 
do  not  think  of  Madame  de  St.  Germain  ;  nor  ef  PufFen- 
4orf,  when  you   are  talking  to  Madasne  it  St.  Germain. 

Mr  Hc.rte  informs  me,  tha  he  has  reimburied  you 
part  of  your  lofTes  in  Germany  ;  and  I  content  10  his  re- 
imburGng  you  the  whole,  now  that  i  know  you  defetye  it. 
I  fl\all  grudge  you  nothing,  nor  ihall  you  want  any  thing 
that  you  defire,  provided  ycu  defLVC  it  r  fo  that,  ycu  fet., 
it  U  in  your  own  power  to  have  tvliatever  you  pleaie. 

There  is  a  little  beok,  which  you   re?d  here  with  Mor.- 
iieur    Coderc,    entitled,   Mamei'e    tie  hien   pen/er    di^m    U: 
owvrages  efefprit.  writ;en    by  Pere  Bcuhours.     I  wifi 
would  read  this  book  again,  at   you   leifure  hours  ; 
will  not   only  di^'ert  you,  but    like  wife    forn.  you*  .-i.  „ 
and  give  you  a  juft  manner  of  thinking.     Adieu  ! 


LET    T    £    R      XC. 

London,  Tune  the  3o:h,  O.  S.  1747. 
DEAR  BOY, 

I  Was  extremely  pleafed  with  the  accotint,  which  you 
;^ave  me  in  your  laft,  of  the  civilities  that  you  received 
in  yo«ir  Swifs  progrefs ;  and  I  ha.ve  wrote  by  the  p@ft,  to  Mr. 
Burnahy,and  to  \\iz  Avoyer^  to  thank  th«im  for  their  parts. 
If  the  avention  ycu  met  with  pleafed  you,  as  I  dare  fay  it 
did,  you  will,  I  hope,  draw  this  general  conelufion  from  it. 
That  attetytion  and  civility  pleafe  all  thofe  to  v/hem  they 
are  paid  ;  a^id  '  that  you  wMl  pleafe  others,  in  proportioij 
^s.  yoa  arc  atventive  and  civil  to  them- 

Biftiop  Burnet  has  wrote  his  travels  through  Switzerlanc?; 
ar^d  Mr.  Stanyaji,  from  a  long  refidcnce  there,  has  wrirteni 
the  beft  account,  yet  extant,  of  the  thirteen  Cantons  j 
bat  thofe  books  will  be  read  po  more,  I  prefum.?,  after 
you  ihall  have  publifhed  your  account  of  that  country.  I 
hope  you  will  favour  me  with  one  of  the  firft  copies.  To 
be  ferious  :  though  I  do  not  defire  that  you  ihould  im- 
mediately turn  author,  and  oblige  the  world  with  your 
travels  ;  yet,  wherever  you  go,  I  wou-d  have  you  as  cu- 
rious and  inquisitive,  as  if  you  did  intend  to  writ-e  them. 
\  Aq  not  mean,  that  you  fiiQuId  give  ycurfelf  fo  much 
tT.cublcj  to  know  the  munber  of  houfes,  inhabitants,  %n- 
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pcHs,  and  tomb-fiones,  of  every  town  that  you  ^o  thougli  ; 
but  that  yoo  fiiculd  inform  yearfcif,  ss  well  as  your  llay 
will  penmit  you,  whether  the  town  is  ixt^,  or  whom  it 
belongs  to,  qx  in  what  manner  ;  whether  it  has  ir.y  pe- 
culiar privileges  or  cuftoms  ;  what  trade  or  manufaftures  ; 
and  fuch  other  particulars  as  people  ot  fenfe  defire  to  know. 
And  there  would  be  no  manner  t>f  harm,  if  you  were  to 
take  memorandums  of  fuch  thing-s/ in  a  paper  book,  to 
help  your  memory.  The  only  way  of  knowing  all  thefe 
things  is,  to  keep  the  beft  cpmpany,  who  can  beft  inform 
you  of  them. 

I  am  jofl  now  called  away  ;  fo  gocd-njght. 
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Lcndon,  July  the  20. h,  O.  S.  1447. 
DEAR  BOY, 

TN  your  Mamma's  letter,  which  goes  here  inclofed,  you 
jK,  will  find  one  from  my  Mer,  to  thank  you  for  the  Ar- 
qu^bufade  water  which  you  fent  her,  and  which  ihe  takeSf 
very  kindly.  She  would  not  fhow- me  her  letter  to  you; 
but  told  me  that  it  contained  good  wiHies  and  good  ad- 
vice :  and,  as  I  know.lh?  will  (ho^v  your  \^x*zry  in  arf\ver 
to  her^s,  I  {q^A  you  here  incloled  the  draught  of  the  letter 
which  I  ivou^d  have  ycu  write  to  i^er.  I  hope  you  will 
r.ot  be  oifended  atmy  offering  you  mya/Tillance  upon  this 
occaflon  ;  becaofe,  I  prefume,  that  as  yet  you  are  not 
n^uch  ufed  to  (Write  to  Ladies.  /^/>r<?/<j/ of  leit^-writing  ; 
the  beft  models  that  vcu  can  form  yourfelf  upoi),  are,  Ci- 
cerc.  Cardinal  d'Ofl'at,  Madame  Sevigr^,^  and  Ccmte 
Bufly  RaOu'in.  Cicero's  Efjftles  to  Atiicu<,  and  10  his 
familiar  friends^  are  the  beft  eximples  that  you  can  imi- 
tate, in  the  friendly,  and  familiar  llvle.  The  I'impH^.ity 
and  cltatnefs  of  Ca  dinal  d'OfTat's  letters  (how  how  letters 
of  bufmefs  ought  to  be  written  :  no  affefted  turns,  no  at. 
tempt  at  wit,  obfcuie  or  perplex  his  matter  j  which  is  al- 
ways plainly  and  clearly  Hated,  ss  bufmefs  always  fliould 
be.  For  g;»y  and  amufing  letters,  {ox  enjr.uetmnt  2iVi6  hadi^ 
nage,  there  ar«  none  rhat  equal  Ccmte  Bu/ly's  and  Ma- 
d-i)De  Sevigne's.  They  are  fo  natural,  that  they  feem  to 
be  the  extempore  convcifations  of  tv;o  people  of  wi^  ra- 
*   .    ■  ther 
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tker  than  letters ;  which  are  commonly  fludied,  though 
they  ought  not  to  be  (o,  I  would  advife  you  to  let  that 
book  be  one  in  your  itinerant  library  ;  it  will  both  amu^s 
and  inform  you. 

I  have  not  time  to  add  any  more  now  ;  fo  good  night* 


LETTER      XCIL 

London,  July  the  30th,  O.  S.  1747- 
DEAR  BOY, 

IT  is  BOW  four  pofts  fince  I  have  received  any  letter,  eithcf 
from  you  or  from  Mr.  Harte.  I  impute  this  to  the 
rapidity  of  your  travels  through  Switzerland;  which  I 
fuppofe  are  by  this  time  fitiifhed. 

You  will  have  found  by  my  late  Ittters  both  to  you  and  to 
Mr.  Harte,  that  you  are  to  be  at  Leipfig  by  next  Michael- 
mas"; where  you  will  be  lodged  in  the  houfe  of  ProfefTor 
Mafcow,  and  boarded  in  the  neighbourhood  of  it,  with 
fome  young  men.  of  faihion.  The  profeiTor  will  read  you 
lectures  upon  Grctiws  de  Jure  Bdli  et  Pucisy  the  In^itutts 
cf  'Jufiiniarty  and  thg  Jus  Puhlicum  Imperii  ;  which  I  ex« 
peft  that  you  fhall  not  only  hear,  but  attend  ro,  and  re- 
tain. I  alio  expe^,  thai  you  make  yourielf  pcf^jdlyMaf^ 
ter  of  the  Gerraan  language;  whidi  yoa  may  very  foaa 
do  there  if  you  pleafe.  1  give  you  fair  vvarrsing,  that  at 
Leipfig  I  ihall  have  an  hundred  invifible  fpies  about  you  ; 
and  fhall  be  exadlly  informed  of  every  thing  that  you  do^ 
and  of  almoil  every  thing  that  you  fay.  I  hope,  that,  ia 
confequence  of  thofe  minute  informatiens,  1  may  be  able 
to  fay  of  you,  what  Velkius  Paterculus  fays  of  Scipio  ; 
that  in  h'S  whole  life,  nihil  nen  laudandum  aut  dixit ,  aut 
ftcity  aut  fenjit.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  g-ood  company 
in  Leipzig,  which  I  would  have  you  frequent  in  the  even* 
ings,  when  the  iladles  of  the  day  are  over.  There  is  iike- 
wife  a  kind  of  Court  kept  ^ntxe.,  by  a  Dutchefs  Dowager 
of  Courland  ;  at  which  you  fhould  get  introduced.  The 
King  of  Poland  and  his  Court  go  iikevviie  vo  the  fair  aj 
Leipfig,  twice  a-year  ;  and  I  fhall  write  to  %'u  Charles 
V/illiams,  the  King's  Miniller  {here,  to  have  you  '^rt-' 
iented,  and  introduced  into  good  compsny^  Bnt  I  muH 
■jemind  you,  at  the  fame  time^  thai  it  will  {fvery  Wu 
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tie  purpofe  for  you  to  frequent  gdod  cotApiSif^  if  yo8  do 
ooc  conform  to  and  learn  their  manreri  ;  ff  you  are  not 
atteiKtive  to  pteafe,  and  well  brei  with  the  eafinefs  of  a 
man  of  fadiion.  As  yoa  muft  attend  to  your  liianifers,  fd 
you  muft  net  neglect  your  perfon  ;  but  take  tare  to  be  ve- 
ry clean,  well  dreCed,  and  genteel  ;  to  have  no  difagreea* 
ble  attitudes,  nor  awkward  tricks  ;  which  many  people 
life  themfelves  to,  and  then  cannot  leave  them  oiF.  Da 
you  take  care  to.  keep  your  teeth  very  clean,  by  walhing 
them  conftantly  every  morning,  and  after  every  meal  I 
This  it  very  ncceffary,  beth  to  preferve  yeur  leeth  a  greac 
whilct  and  to  fave  you  a  great  deal  of  pain.  Mine  have 
plagued  me  long,  and  are  now  falling  out,  merely  for 
want  of  care  when  I  was  of  your  age.  Do  you  drefs  well, 
and  not  too  well  ?  Do  you  confider  your  air  and  manner 
©f  prefen  ting  yourfelf,  enough,,  and  not  too  much?  nei- 
ther negligent  nor  &iff.  All  thefe  things  deferve  a  degree 
of  care,  a  fecond-rate  attention  :  they  give  an  additional 
luftrc  to  real  merit.  My  Lord  Bacen  fays,  that  a  plcafing 
figure  is  a  perpetual  letter  of  recommendation.  It  is  cer- 
tainly an  agreeable  forerunner  of  merit,  and  fmooths  the 
way  for  it. 

jfeemember  that  I  fhall  fee  you  at  Hanover  next  fum- 
ijier,  and  mall  expert  peife^ion  ;  which  if  I  de  not  meet 
with,  or  at  leaft  fomsthing  very  near  it,  you  and  I  (hall 
not  be  very  well  together.  I  (hall  difT^d  and  analyfc  yoa 
with  a  microfcope,  fo  that  I  fliall  difcovef  the  Icsft  fpeck 
or  blemifh.  This  is  fair  warning  ;  therefore  take  your 
aheafures  accordingly.         Yeurs. 


LETTER       XCin. 

London,  Auguft  the  yth^  O.  S.  1747^ 
DEAR  BOY, 
^  RsCKON  that  this  letter  has  but  a  bare  chance  of  firi^^ 
1  ing  you  at  Laufar.ne  ;  but  1  was  refolved  to  rifk  it,  &» 
it  is  the  laH  that  i  (hall  write  to  you  till  you  are  fettled  at 
Lelpfig.  I  fent  you  by  the  lad  potl,  urdtr  cover  to  Mr. 
Harie,  a  letter  cf  iceommeridaiion  to  one  of  the  SjH  peo- 
ple at  Munich  ;  which  ycu  i.vili  take  care  ro  preftnt  to 
him   in  the  politell    marncr  :  he  will  certainly  have   you 

pre-  ■ 
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^pjcfehte^  to  the  Eleftcral  Family  ;  and  I  hops  you  will  go 
chroBgh  that  ceremony  with  great  refpe-a,  good-breeding.^ 
and  eafe.  As  chis  is  the  firft  Court  that  ever  you  will 
have  been  at,  takecarse  to  inform  yourfelf  if  there  l«^  any 
particular  cuiloms  or  forms  to  be  obferved,  that  you  may 
not  commit  any  mlilake.  At  Vienna,  men  always  makis 
Courtefies,  iiiii^ad  of  bows,  to  the  Emperor  ;  in  France, 
tiobody  bovvs  at  a^l  to  the  King,  nor  kilTes  his  hand  ;  bur, 
in  Spain  and  England,  bows  are  raade,  and  hands  ar6 
kjfTed.  Thus  every  Court  has  feme  peCuliariiy  or  other, 
which  thof^  who  go  to  t'xeoi' ought  previocfly  to  inform 
themfelves  of,  to  avoid  blunders  and  awk  ■  art^nefTes 

I  have  not  tirrie  to  fay  any  more  now,  thnti  to  wifli  yO\S 
a  good  jaurney  to  Lelpilg  ;  and  great  attsntioHj  both  there 
^nd  in  going  thither^         Adieu. 


L     E    T    T    E     R       XCIV. 

Lo^idoHj  September  ^iS-,  O.  S.  1747. 
MAR  BOY, 
Received,  by  the  lafl  poilj  yOur  letter  of  the  Sch,  N, 
S.  and  1  do  net  wonder  tbac  you  were  furprised  at  thj^ 
crsduUty  and  fuperftition  of  the  Papifts  at  Einfiedlen,  and 
at  their  abfurd  ftodes  of  their  chapel.  But  remember,  at 
the  fame  tinle  that  errors  and  miilakes,  however  grofs,  in 
matters  of  opinion^  if  they  are  fmccre,  are  to  be  pitied  § 
but  not  punifhed,  nor  laughed  at.  The  blindnefs  cf  th6 
isnderftanding  is  as  much  to  be  pitied,  ss  the  blindnefs  of 
the  eyes  ;  aiid  there  is  neither  jr-ft  nor  gu^lc  i^  a  fhav5'g 
lofing  his  way  in  either  cafe.  Charity  bids  Us  fee  him 
tight,  if  we  can,  by  arguments  and  pcrfuafions  ;  bijt  Cha- 
rity, at  the  fame  timej  forbids  either  to  puni(b  or  ridicDi^ 
his  misfortune.     Every  man's  reafon  U^  and  itiiiiJ  be,    his 

fuide  ;  and  I  may  as  well  expeS,  that  every  man    ihpcid 
e  of  my  lise  and  /complexions    as  ^hat   he    Tnvuld  reafoa. 
joR  as  I  ^0.     Every  man  feeks  for  truth  j    but    God  only 
knows  whp  has  found  i.:.      It  is  therefore,  rs  urjull  r6  d^-- 
fecj'.e,  as  it  is  abiu^d  ro  ridicule,    people  ict  ihj./''  '' 
tjpinions  whiiih  they  cannot  help  entertaining  iipcti    -v 
^''^ion  of  their  reafon.  It  is  the  man  who  tel5.%  or  who  ?^:-. ,  t 
^i^«  that  is  guilty  ;  end  not  he  whp^i5<>«eitiy  and  iinc^r/:..* 
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believes  the  lie.     I  really  know  nothing  more'  crimma?^ 
more  mean»  and   more  ridiculous,    than    lying.     It  is  t^e 
produdion    either  of  malice,  cowardice,  or  vanity  ;   and 
generally  miCes  oJF  its  aim  in  every  one  of  tbefe  views  ; 
for  lie3  are  always  detected,  fooner    or   later.     If  I  tell  a 
malicious  He,  in  order  to  affeft  any  man's  fortone  or  cha- 
radler,  1  may  indeed  injure  hira  for  fome  time  ;  but  I  (half 
be  fure   to  be  the  greateft  fufFerer  myfelf  at  laft  ;  for  as 
foon  as  ever .4  am  dctcded  (and  detected  I   moft  certainly 
Ihall  be)    I    am  blafted  for  the   infamous   attempt  ;  and 
whatever  is  faid  afterwards,  to   the  difadvantage    of  that 
psrfon,  however  true,  pafes  for  calinnny.     If  I  lie  or  equi- 
vocate, for  it  18  the  fame  thing,  in  order  to  cxcufe  myfelf 
for  fomething  that  I   have  (aid  or  done,   and  to  avoid  the 
danger  or  the  (hame  that  I  apprehend  from  it,   I  difcovcr, 
at  once  my  fear,    as  well  as  my  falfehood  ;  and  only  in- 
creafe,  inllead  of  avoiding,  the  danger   and  the  ihame  i  I 
ihow  myfelf  to  be  the  lowcH  and  the  meancft  of  mankind, 
and  am  fure  to  be  always  treated   as   fuch.     Fear,  inAead 
of  avoiding,  invites  danger  ;  for   concealed   cowards   will 
infisit  known  ones.     If  one  has  had  the  misfortune  to  be 
in  the  wrong,  there  is  fomething  noble  in  frankly  owning 
it  ;  it  is  the  only  way  of  atoning  for  it,  and  the  only  w&y 
of  being  forgiven.     Equivocating,    evading,  Ihuffling,   in 
order  to  remove    a   prefent  danger   or    inconveniency,    h 
fomething  To  meah,  and  betrays  lb  much  fear,    that  who- 
ever pradfeifes  them,  24ways  defervcs  to  be,  and  of.en    wilJ 
be,  kicked.     There  is  another  fort  of  lies,    inoffenfive  e- 
aough  in  themfelves',  but  wonderfully  ridiculous  ;  I  meas 
thofe  lies  «hich  a  raiftaken  vanity  fuggelis,  that  defeat  the 
very  end  for  which  they    arc  calculated,   and  terminate  in 
the  humili-ation  and  eonfuilon  of  their  author,   who  is  fure 
to  be  detejfled.     Thefc  are  chiefly  narrative  and  hiftorical 
lies,  all  intended  to   da  infinite  honour    to   their  author- 
He  is  always  the  hero  of  bis  own  romances  :  he  has  been 
in  dangers  (vom  which  nobody  but  himfelf  ever  eP:«ped  ; 
he  has  feen  with  his  own  eyes,  whatever  other  people  have 
fe^ard  or  read  of  ;  he  has  had   more    bonnes  for  tunss,    than 
ever  he  knew  women  j  and  hasridien  more  miles  poft,  m 
one  day,  than  ever  courier  went  in  two.     He  is    foon  dif» 
covered,  and  as  foon  becomes  the  objed  of   univerfal  cou* 
tempt  an«i  ridicule.     P^emember  then,  zt  long  as  you  live, 

tvVat 
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that  nothing  but  (Irid  truth  caa  carry  you  through  the 
world,  with  either  your  confcience  or  your  honour  un> 
wounded.  It  is  not  only  your  duty,  but  your  intereil  :  as 
a  proof  of  which,  ydu  may  always  obferve,  that  the  great - 
eft  fools  are  the  gfeatcft  liars.  For  my  own  part,  I  judge 
of  every  man's  truth  by  his  degree  of  underftanding. 

This  letter  will,  I  fuppofe,  find  you  at  Leipfig  ;  where 
I  expe£l  and  require  from  you  attention  and  ^accuracy,  m 
both  which  you  have  hitherto  been  very  deficient.  Re- 
member that  1  &aU  fee  you  in  the  fummer  ;  fhall  exa- 
mine you  moft  narrowly  ;  and  will  never  forget  nor  for- 
give thofe  faults,  which  it  has  been  in  your  own  power  to 
|)reventor  cure  :  and  be  aflured,  that  I  have  many  cyss 
upon  you  at  LeipCg,  befides  Mr.  Harte's.     Adieu. 


L    E    T    T    E     R      XCV. 

London,  Odober  the  2d,  0.  S.  1 747. 
DEAH  BOY, 

By  your  letter  of  the  18th  paft,  N.  S.  I  find  that  you 
are  a  tolerable  good  landfeape-painter,  and  can  pre- 
fent  the  feveral  views  of  Switzerland  to  the  curious.  I 
am  very  glad  of  it,  as  it  is  a  proof  of  Tome  attention  ;  but 
I  hope  you  will  be  as  good  a  portrait-painter,  which  is  a 
much  more  noble  fcience.  By  portraits,  you  will  eafily 
judge,  that  I  do  not  mean  the  outlines  and  the  colouring 
of  the  human  figure  ;  but  the  infideof  the  heart  and  mind 
of  man.  This  fcience  requires  mors  attenHon,  obfervati- 
on,  and  penetration,  than  the  other  ;  as  indeed  it  is  infi- 
nitely more  uleful.  Search  therefore,  with  the  greateft 
care,  into  the  chara^ers  of  all  thofe  whom  you  converfe 
with  ;  endeavour  to  difcover  their  predominant  pafTu^ns, 
their  prevailing  weakneiTes,  their  vanities,  their  follies, 
and  their  humours  ;  with  all  the  right  and  wror.g,  wife 
&nd  filly,  fprings  of  human  anions,  which  make  luch  in- 
confident  and  whimfical  beings  of  us  rational  creatures. 
A  moderare  {hare  of  penetration,  with  great  attention,  wiil 
infallibly  m^ke  thefe  neceiTary  difcoveries.  This  is  the 
true  knowledge  of  the  world  ;  and  the  world  is  a  countr/ 
which  nobody  ever  yet  knew  by  defcripdon  ;  one  mitil 
travel  through  it  one'a  lelf,  to  be  acanainied  with  it    The 

Scholar, 
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Scholar,  wleio  in  the  dvfi  of  his  clcfet  talks    or   writes   cf 
the    wor^d,    knows  no    more  of  it,    than  that  Orator    did 
oi  war,  who  judicioufly  endeavoured    to  inftrufk  Hannibal 
in  it.     Courts  and  Camps  are  the  only  places  to  learn  the 
worljd  in.     There  alone  all  kinds  cf  chara«£lGrs  refort ;  and 
human  nature  is  feen  in  all  the  various  fiiapes  and    modes 
which  education,  cuflom,  and  habit  give  it  :  whereas,    in 
all  other  places,  one  local    mode    generally  prevails,    and 
produces  a  feemjng,  thouph  not  a   reaU    famenefs  of  cha- 
racter      For  example  :  One   general    mode    difi^inguiihes 
anUniverfity,  another  a  trading  town,  a  third  a    fea-port 
jown,  and  fo  on.:  whereas  at  a  capital,    where  the  Pnnce 
or  the  Supreme  Power  refides,  fame  of   all    ihefe   various 
jaodes  are  to  be  feen  ;  and    feen  in  action    too,    exerting 
their  utmoft  (kill  in    purfuit  oi  their  feveral  objc£ts.     Hu- 
man nature  is  the  fame  all  over  the    world  ;  but   its  ope-i 
rations  are  fo  varied  by  cducaricn  and  habit,  thaf.onemufs 
fee  it  in  ail  its  dreffes,  in  order  to  be  intimately  acquaint* 
ed  "with  it      The  pafiion  of  ambition,  for  inRance,  is  the 
fame  in  a    Courtier,    a    Soldier,    or   an  Eccleftafiic;  but 
from  their  different  educations   and  habit?,   they  will  take 
very  different  m-thods  to  gratify  it.     Civility,  which  is  a 
^ifpofition  to  accrnmodate  and  oblige  others,  is  ciTentially 
the  fame  ny  every,  country  5    but    good-breeding,    aa    it  is 
called,  which  is  the  manner  of  exerting    that   difpofitionj 
i-  diftcren^  in  alsmoil;  eveiy  CQuntry^and  merrl)-  local  ;  and 
t:ve»y  irsaii  of  feni^"  irnitases    trd    conforms    to    that  local 
j^'^ooi- breeding  of  the  piaoC  which  he  is  at.    A  cor. fo rm.it y  an4 
fi  xibilily  of   nianner.'.    i'-^    i'lec^flary    in    the  ccurfe  cf  the 
Vvorld  ;    ihat    i>,     vviih    regard  to  all  'hings  v/hich  are  rot ^ 
vvrotig  in  sheniJe'ves.      Th-?  ^'er/atile  i/jgiyiium    is  the  mofl 
i;ftf.'i  o^  all.   -  h  can  turn  itfeif  inftantiy    from  one  o^j'-^l 
jp  anoth-^r,  ;{(i.:ving  she  proper  manner  for  each.     It  cati 
b'i  ferious  wkn  d-,;;  grave,  cheerful  wi:h  the  gay,  and  tri^-- 
snq  *^i'h   the  triv  ilooj.      JLnt'-   .     .     by    ell   means  to  ac» 
i^uire  this  talent,  tor  hh  h  \  ..   or?. 

As  [  hardly  know  »r\y  thsr.;:;  ir.L  -e  uffrrul,  than  to  fee 
from  tin^e  tp  time,  pidltj.-es  of  one-s  ft  If  dr?vvn  by  diife* 
rent  hands.  I  fend  yo^  here  a  Cierch  o^.  yourfelf,  drawn 
'^i  Laiuanue  while  you  weie  ihiire,  wr.d  f'^Tit:  over  her«  by 
^  parfoA  wh:)  little  thought  that  it  wc.u'd  ever  fall  into  rri'_^ 
>iand.s  ;  and  ind'eed  it  was  by  th;<;  grcat^ii  accictnt  in  ths 
^^oi)4  thai  it  did.  '         .  |^  E  Tr 
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LETTER       XCVr. 

London,  Oftober  the  9th,  O.  S.  1747. 
©EAR  BOY, 

P-^LopLE  of  your  age   have   common!/   an  unguarded 
franknefs  about  them,  which  makes   them    the  eafy 
prey  and  bubbles  of  the  artful  and    the  cxpeiienced  :  they 
look  upon  every  knave,  or  fool,  who  tells   ihcm  that  he  is 
their  f.iend,  to  be  really  fo  ;  and    pay    that    piofeflion  of 
iimulated    friendihip,    with    ^n  in  ufcreet  and  urboundsd 
confidence,  a' ways  to  their  lofs,  often  to    their  ruin.     Be- 
ware, therefore,  now  that  you  are  coming   into  the  world, 
of  thefe  proffered  fricnclhips.     Receive   them    with  great 
civility,  but  with  great  incredulity    too  ;    and    pay   them 
with  compliments,  but  noi  vi-h  confidence.      Do  not  let 
your  vanity,  and  felf-Iove,  muke    you  fuppofe  that  people 
become  your  friends  at  fir  ft  fight,  or  even  upon  a  Shan  ac- 
quaintance.    Real  fiend  fhp  is  a  flow"  grower  ;  and  never, 
thrives,  unlefs  ingrafted  upon  a  ilock  of  known    and  reci^" 
procaLmerit.     There  is  another  kind  of  nominal    fiii^nd- 
Ihip,  among  young  people,    v^hlch  is  warm   for    th«  time, 
but,  by  good  luck,  of  fhort  duration.     This  friendihip  is 
haftily  produced,  by  their  being    accidentally    thrown    10-- 
gether,  and  purfuing  the  fame  cotijfs  of,  riot    and    debau- 
chery,    A  hne  friendihip,    truly  !  and  well  cemented  by 
drunkennefs  and  lewdnefs.     It    fhould   rather    be  caiied  a 
confpiracy  againfl  morals   and  good  manner- ,    and  be  pu- 
''niihed  as  fach  by  the    civil    Magiftrate.     Howeve  ,    they 
have  the  impudence,, and  the  folly,  to  cali  this    confederal 
cy,  afiendfliip.     They  lend  one  another  money    for  bad 
purpofes  ;  they  engage  in    quarrels,    oitenfive   and  dtfen- 
five,  for  tneir  accompJi^es  ;  they  tell  one  another  all    they 
know,  and  often  more  too  ;  when,  of  a  fudden,  feme  acci- 
dent difperfes  them,  and  they    think   no    iiiore  of  each  c- 
iher,  unlefi  it  be  to  betray  and  laugh  at    their    iojprudenfc 
coniiderce.     Remember  to    make    a    g.reat  difr  rcnce  be- 
tween companions  anjd  -friends  ;  hr    a    very    cciTjplaifant 
and  agreeable   companion  may,    and  oficn  does,    prove  a 
very  improper  and  a  very  dangerous 'fiend.     People  will, 
in  a  great  dfgree,  iin6  not  wiihout    reafon.  form  th?ir  o- 
pinion  of  you,  upon  that  which  they  have  of  your  friends  ; 
pd  there  is  a  Spanifh   proverb^   which    fays,  very  jufliv» 
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Telt  ms  nvhom  ytu  !i've  tvitb,  and  /  toill  tell  jeu  ivho  J9ii 
an.  One  may  fairly  fuppufe,  that  a  man,  who  makes  a 
knave  or  a  fool  his  friend"  has  fomething  very  bad  to  do 
OJ  to  conceal.  But,  at  the  fame  time  thattyou  carefully 
dec]*?n''  the  friendihip  of  knaves  and  fooU,  if  it  can  be  called 
fr  endfhip,  there  is  no  occaiion  to  make  either  of  them 
your  enemies,  wantonly,  and  unprovoked  :  for  they  are 
numerous  bodies  ;  and  I  would, rather  chufe  a  fecure  neu- 
trali.v,  »han  alliance,  or  war,  with  either  of  them.  You 
may  be  a  declared  enemy  t«  thsir  vices  and  follies,  with- 
out bfing  marked  out  by^hem  as  a  pcrfonal  one  Their 
enmity  is  ihe  next  dangerous  thing  to  their  friendfliip. 
H  ve  a  real  refcrve  with  almoft  every  body,  and  have  a 
feeming  referve  with  almoft  nobody  :  for  it  is  very  dlfa^ 
grecable  to  feera  referved,  and  stxy  dangerous  not  xo  fee 
{q*  few  people  find  the  true  medium  ;  many  are  ridica* 
loully  myiterious  and  referved  upon  trifles,  and  many  im- 
prudently communicative  of  all  they  know. 

The  next  thing  to  the  choice  of  your  friends,  is  the 
choice  of  your  company.  Endeavour,  as  much  as  you 
can,  to'keep  company  with  people  above  yoa.  There  you 
rife,  as  much  as  you  iiak  with  people  below  you ;  icr  (as  I 
have  mentioRed  before)  you  are,  whatever  the  company 
you  keep  is.  Do  not  miftake,  when  I  fay  company  above 
you,  and  think  that  I  mean  with  regard  to  their  bi'th  ; 
that  is  the  leall  confideration  :  but  I  mean  with  regard  to 
thei*-  merit,  and  the  light  in  which  the  world  confiders  them. 

There  are  two  forts  of  good  company:  one,  which  is 
called  the  beau  moisds^  and  con  fills  of  ihofe  people  who 
have  the  lead  in  Courts,  and  in  the  gay  part  of  life  ;  the 
other  confifts  of  thcfe  who  are  diftinguifhed  by  fome  pe- 
culiar merit,  or  who  excelHn  fome  particular  and  valua- 
ble art  or  fcience.  V'r  my  own  part,  I  ufed  to  think  my- 
felf  in  company  as  much  above  me,  when  I  was  with  Mr, 
Addifbn  and  Mr.  Pope,  as  if  I  had  been  with  all  the  Prin- 
ces in  Europe.  What  I  mean  by  low  company,  which 
^ouJd  by  all  means  be  avoided,  is  the  company  of  thofe 
who,  absolutely  iniignificant  and  contemptible  in^  them- 
felves,  think  they  are  honoured  by  being  in  your  compa- 
ny ;  and  who  flatter  every  vice  and  every  folly  you  have, 
in  order  to  engage  yoo  to  converfe  with  them.  The  pride 
of  being  the  iirft  of  the  company,  is  but  too  comaion  j  but 
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It  Is  very  filly,  and   very  prejudicial,    Notlizng  in  the 
itforld  lets  down  a  charadler  more,  than  that  wrong  turn. 

Yoa  may  poffibly  aflc  me,  whether  a  man  has  it  always 
in  his  po^tr  to  get  into  th«  beft  company  ?  and  how  ?  I 
fay,  Yes,  he  has,  by  deferving  it  ;  provided  he  is  but  in 
CircuRiftaaces,  which  enable  him  to  appear  upon  the  foot- 
ing of  a  gentleman.  Merit  and  good-breeding  will  make 
their  way  every  where.  Knowledge  will  introduce  him, 
and  good-breeding  will  endear  hina,  to  the  beft  compa-* 
nies  ;  tor,  as  i  have  often  told  you,  politenefs  and  good- 
breeding  are  abfolutely  neceiTary  to  adorn  any,  or  all  o- 
ther  good  qualities  or  talents.  Without  them,  no  know- 
ledge, ro  perfection  whatloever,  is  feen  in  its  beft  light. 
The  Scholar,  without  good-breeding,  is  a  Pedant  ;  the 
Philofopher,  a  Cynic  ;  the  Seldier,  a  Brute  ;  and  every 
man  difagreeable.  I' long  to  hear,  from  my  feveral  cor- 
refpondents  at  Leipfig,  of  your  arrival  there,  and  what  im- 
preffion  you  make  on  thera  at  firft  ;  for  I  have  Argofes, 
with  an  hundred  eyes  each,  who  will  watch  you  narrowly » 
and  relate  to  me  faithfully.  ^  My  accounts  will  certainly 
be  true  ;  it  depends  upon  you,  entirely,  of  what  kind  they 
fhall  be.        Adieu. 
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London,  Oaober  the  i6tb,  O.  S.  1747. 
PEAR  BOY, 

THE  art  of  pleafing  is  a  very  necefTary  one  to  pofTefs, 
but  a  very  difficult  one  to  acquire.  It  can  hardly  be 
Teduced  to  rules ;  and  your  own  good  fenfe  and  obfervatioa 
will  tesch  you  more  ef  it  than  1  can.  Do  as  you  would 
be  done  by,  is  the  furell  method  that  I  knosiv  of  pleafing. 
Obferve  carefully  what  pleafes  yoa  in  oihers,  and  probably 
the  fame  things  in  you  will  pleafe  ethers.  If  you  are 
pleafed  with  the  complaifance  and  attention  cf  others  to 
your  humours,  your  taftes,  or  your  weakne§es  ;  depend 
upon  it,  the  fame  complaifarce  and  attencion,  en  your 
part,  to»iheirs,  will  equally  pleafe  them.  Take  the  tone 
of  the  company  that  you  are  in,  and  do  not  pretend  ro 
give  it  ;  be  fl-riou",  gay,  or  even  trifling,  as  you  Hnd  the; 
prefent  humour  cf  che  company  ;  this  is   an  attention  dur^ 
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from  every  ipdividuaf'fS  the  majorhy  Do  not  tell  ftorfes 
in  company  ;  tWe  Ts  nothing  more  tedious  and  difagree- 
able.  If  by  chance  you  know  a  very  fhon  ftory,  and  ex- 
ceedingly applicable  to  the  prefent  fubjefl  of  conveifation^ 
tell  it  in  as  few  words  as  pofiib^e :  and  even  then,  throw  cut, 
that  you  do  not  love  to  tell  ftories  ;  feut  that  the  (tiortnefs 
of  it  tempted  you.  Of  all  things,  banifh  the  pgbtifm  out 
of  your  ccrverfation,  and  never  think  of  entertaining  peo- 
ple with  your  own  perjonal  cor  ccrns,  or  private  affairs  5 
though  ihey  are  inte^efting  to  you,  they  are  tedious  and 
impertinent  to  every  body  eife  :  befides  ihar,  one  cannot 
keep  one's  own  private  affairs  too  fecref.  Whatever  you 
think  your  own  excellencies  n>ay  be,  do  not  affe^ledly  dif-^ 
play  them  in  company  ;  Hor  labour,  as  many  people  do^ 
to  give  that  turn  to  the  converfation,  which  may  fupply 
you  with  an  opportunity  of  exhibiting  them.  Jf  the>  are 
real,  they  will  infallibiy  be  difcovered,  without  your  points 
ing  them  out  yourfelf,  and  wiih  much  more  advantage. 
Never  maintain  an  argument  wfith  heat  and  clamour,  the' 
you  think  or  know  yourfelf  to  be  in  the  right  :  hut  gh^ 
your  opinion  modtftly  and  cocly,  which  is  the  only  way 
to  convince  ;  and,  if  that  does  not  do,  try  to  charge  the 
converfation,  by  faying^  with  good  bumcor,  **  We  iliall 
**  hardly  convince  one  another,  nor  is  it  neceiTary  that  we 
<*  ihould,  fo  let  us  talk  of  fomething  e'fe." 

Remember  that  there  is  a  local  jprepriety  to  be  obferved 
in  all  companies  ;  and  that  what  is  extit-mely  prcper  in 
one  company  may  be,  and  of^en  is,  highly  improper  in 
another.' 

The  jokes,  the  hf/s  fnofs^  the  little  advcntares,  which 
may  do  very  well  in  one  company,  will  fecm  fiat  and  te-' 
dious  when  related  in  another.  The  particular  chargftersj, 
the  habits,  the.cant,  cf  one  ccmpary,  may  give  merit  to  a 
word,  or  a  gefture,  which  would  have  ncre  at  all  if  diveC* 
ted  of  thofe  accidental  circu-S'Ihncts.-  }r.trt  people  verV 
commonly  err  ;  and,  fond  of  fomething  ihat  has  enterrsin* 
ed  them  in  one  conipanv,  and  in  ctrtcWi  circumti.ancesj 
repeat  it  with  emphaJis  in  another,  v^hs.r-:"  ;t  Is  either  in- 
iipid,  or  (it  may  be)  ciFenfive,  by  beirg  v\  t?nifd,  or  mif. 
placed.  Nay,  they  cffen  da  it  \^\ra  rhi:  fl:!/  pentiib'e  % 
**  I  will  tell  you  an  exceilenc  tHno  ;"  ;'},  '"■  I  will  tefl 
**  you  the  bcft  thirg  '.v:^  ;h^  w'0'?d,"      This   raifes   e;;pec 

istii  rs. 
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tatjons,  whicfe>  when  abfolutely  difap pointed,  w  ke  th^ 
relator  of  this  excellent  thing  look,  very  dekiVQdly,  like 
a  fool. 

"  If  you  would  particularly  gain  the.aiFedion  snd  friend- 
ifeip  of  particular  people,  whether  men  or  women,  endea- 
vour  to  find  aut  their  predominant  excellency,  if  they  havs 
one,  and  their  prevailing  weakncfs,  which  every  bofiy  has  g 
and  do  judice  to  the  one,  and  fomething  more  thrin  juilics 
to  the  other.  Men  have  various  obj^dls  in  which  thsy 
m*y  excel,  or  at  leaft  would  bs  thought  to  ex,cd  ;  and, 
jlhaugh  they  love  to  hear  jaftice  done  to  them  wipers  they 
know  that  they  excel,  yet  they  are  moil  ^.nd  bed  ^atccied 
upon  thofe  points  where  they  wifh  to  excel,  snd  yti  are 
doubtful  whether  chey  do  or  not.'  As  for  example  :  Car- 
dinal Richelieuj  who  was  undoubtedly  the  ablelt  Statefraan 
©f  his  tiaie,  or  perhaps  of  any  other,  had  the  idle  vanity 
©f  being  thought  the  bell  Poet  t#o  ;  he  envied  r.he  great 
Corneilie  hi^  repiuation,  and  ordered  a  criticifm  to  bfi 
written  upoa  the  Cid.  Thofe,  therefore,  who  flattered 
Ikilfully,  faid  little  to  him  of  his  abilities  in  ftate-aftairs, 
©r  at  leaft  but  en  paffant^  and  as  it  might  naturally  'occur. 
But  the  incenfe  which  they  gave  hira,  the  fmoke  cf  whkh, 
they  kne«y,  would  tarn  his  head  in  their  favour,  was  as  a 
Bil  Efprit  and  a  Poet,  Why  t  Becaufa  he  was  fure  of 
®ne  excellency,  and  dillruftful  as  to  the  other.  You  will 
eafily  difcov^r  every  man's  prevailing  vanity,  )^y  obfcrving 
his  favaiirite  topic  cf  converfation  \  for  every  man  talks 
moft  of  what  he  has  mei^  a  mind  to  be  thought  to  excel 
in.  Touch  him  but  there,  and  you  touch  him  to  the 
quick.  The  late  Sir  Robert  VValpole  (who  was  certaiiily 
an  able  man)  was  little  ©pen  to  flattery  upon  tkat  head  j 
for  he  was  in  n®  doubt  himfelf  about  it  :  but  his  prevail- 
ing;, weakntfs  was,  t®  be  thought  to  have  a  polite  and  hap 
py  tarn  t»  gallantry  ;  of  which  he  had  uadouktedly  Icrs 
than  any  man  living  :  it  was  his  favourite  and  f:i?f|u.ei-iC 
fubjsH  of  canverfation  ;  which  proved,  to  tk-fe  who  \\\<l 
.any  penetration,  that  it  was  his  prevailing  v-egkneic.  And' 
they  applied  to  ic  wiih  fuccefs. 

Woraesi  have,  in  general,  but  one  objefl  which  i?  thi^^- 
beaucy  ;  upon  which,  (carce  any^fl.inc!;,  is  too  g''oA  'e>' 
them  IQ  iwai.ow.  -   N/.iure  has  hardi/    formed    a    wo-^  \x-- 
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If  her  face  Is  Co  fliockiag,  that  fhe  muft  in  foma  degree  b« 
confcious  of  it  ;  her  figure  and  her  air,  fhe  trails,  make 
ample  amends  for  it.  If  her  figure  is  deformed  ;  her 
face,  ihe  thinks,  counterbalances  it.  If  they  are  both  bad  ; 
fhe  comforts  herfelf  that  ihe  has  graces,  a  certairr  manner, 
aije  ne  ji;ais  quoi,  ilill  more  engaging  than  beauty.  This 
truth  h  evident,  from  the  ftpdied  and  elaborate  drefs.  of 
ihs  ugiieft  women  in  the  world.  An  undoubted,  uncoh- 
lt?i(6,  confcious  beauty,  is,  of  all  women,  the  leaft  fenfibje 
of  flattery  Hpon  that  head  ;  fhe  knows  it  is  her  due,  and 
is  therefore  obliged  to  nobody  for  giving  it  her.  She  mui^ 
be  flattered  upon  her  underllanding  ;  which  though  fhe 
fftay  poffibly  not  doubt  of  herfelf,  yet  &e  fufpefls  tfea: 
men  may  dillraft. 

Do  not  miflake  me,  aud  think  that  I  me^n  to  reccm- 
mend  to  you  abjeft  and  criminal  flattery  :  no  ;  Salter  no- 
body*s  vices  or  crimes  :  on  the  contrary,  abhor  and  dif- 
courage  them.  Bat  there  is  no  living  in  the  world  with- 
out a  cornplaifant  indulgence  for  people's  weakneiTes,  and 
Innocent  (though  r|diculoo5)  vanities.  If  a  man  has  a 
mind  to  be  thought  wifer,  and  a  woman  handfomer,  than 
thty  really  are,  their  error  is  a  co.iifortabls  one  to  them- 
{elves,  and  an  innocent  one  with  regard  to  other  people  ; 
and  I  wodM  rather  make  them  my  friends  by  indulging 
them  in  ir,  than  my  enemies  by  endeavouring  (and  that 
to  no  purpofe)  to  undeceive  thsm. 

There  are  I',' tie  attentions,  likewife,  which  are  infinitely 
engaging,  and  which  fenfibly  £lte6l  that  degree  of  piid« 
and  felf-Iove  which  is  i-nfeparable  from  human  nature  ;  fes 
they  are  un€jae(^ionable  proofs  of  the  regard  and  confide- 
ration  which  we  have  for  the  perfoos  to  whom  we  pa^ 
them.  As  for  example  :  T®  observe  the  little  habitt,  the 
likings,  the  antipathies,  and  the  taftes,  of  thofe  whom  we 
would  g?.in  ;  and  then  tike  care  to  provide  them  with  the 
one,  and  to  fecure  them  from  the  o:her  ;  giving  them, 
^cnteely,  to  underfland,  that  you  had  obferved  they  liked 
fuch  a  dilh  or  fuch  a  room,  for  which  reafon  you  had  pre- 
pared  it  ;  or,  en  the  contrary,  that  having  obfervcrd  they 
h;id  an  avtrfian  to  fuch  a  difli.  a  dif]ike  to  fuch  a  perfon, 
l^c.  you  had  t?.kcn  care  to  avoid  prefenting  them.  Such 
attontior,  to  fuch  tniles,  flatters  felf-lcve  much  mere  tha» 
g-earcr  thing?,  ss  v:  makes  people  think  therr;f.hu5  s.'moll 
the  o^ily  ybjei^s  of  yaur  though ',f>  and  caie,  "iurjc 
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Thefe  are  fame  of  the  arcana^ s  necelTary  far  your  ini- 
tiation in  the  great  fociety  of  the  world.  I  wifh  I  bad 
known  then?i  bettex  at  your  age  :  I  have  faid  the  price  of 
three- and- fifty  years  for  them  ;  and  fiiali  not  grudge  it, 
if  you  reap  the  advantage.     Adieu. 
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Londott.  Odobsr  the   30th,  O.  S.  1747. 
DEAR  BOY, 

I  Am  very  well  pleafsd  with  yoxiv  Itinerarium  which  you 
fen t  me  from  Ratilbon.  It  Ihows  ms  that  you  ob* 
fe.rve  and  enquire  as  you  go,  which,  is  the  true  end  of  tra- 
velling. Thofe  who  travel  heedlefsly  from  place  to  place 
obfeiving  only  their  diftiacs  from  each  other,'  and  attend- 
ing only  to  their  accominadation  at  the  inn  at  night,  {qi 
out  fools,  and  will  certaioly  return  (o.  Thofe  who  only 
mind  the  raree-ihows  of  the  places  which  they  go  through, 
fuch  as  fteeples,  clocks,  tcwa-houfes,  ^c.  'gtl  ib  litile  hf 
iheir  travels,  that  thsy  might  as  well  ftay  at  home.  Bat 
thofe  who  obferve  'and  inquire  into  th«  ^iu-i-ions,  the 
{Irengch,  the  weaknefs;  rh?  ty^Qt,  i:he  maKufadufes,  ihe 
government,  and  co;'^''  .  s^j^rj  p:2^>:^  tkey  go   to  ; 

who  frequent  ihe  beo.  ::,;;■-- ^.  ,,  i.":.J  SL^e/id  to  i'h'zif  feve- 
rai  mannsrs  and  cbarai-H^rs  ,  thofe  alons  trivet  wich  ad-~ 
vantage  ;  and  as  thev  fee  Ciot  v^i/e,   f^itixvi  xvifer. 

I  would  advr  .v'i)  s  \o  get  ihe  Iborrert  defcnpticn 

or  hiilory  of  e...  y  j.-..-:e  vi-hcre  yoii  make  any  (lay  ;  and 
fuch  a  b  I'okj  huwevef  irapertVdi,  will  ilill  fugge*!  10  you 
matter  for  inqalry  ;  upon  which  yo-u  rhay  get  better  in- 
formations /ror.i  ihe  people  of  the  place.  For  exaspple  i 
While  you  are  at  Letpisg,  get  fame  Qa^n  account  (and  to 
hi  fure  there  are  majiy  fuch)  rf  ihe  prefc-nt  i>.-ite  of  that 
town,  with  regard  ?o  its  njagi'iratfs,  it  police,  its  privi- 
leges, ^V.  and  then  inForm  yourfclf  ixiore  mi)ii;tt-Iy,  upan, 
all  thofe  heads,  ia  converfatic^n  with  the  moil  in  eiligent 
people.  D'J  the  fanie  thing 'aftervv-irda  wich  regnrd  to  the 
EiciSlorafe  of  Saxony  :' you  wilt  find  a  fnorc  h;::o  v  of  it 
in  Puff:^<ulorf's  Intrsduftion,  which  will  give  ■.  ,.^;  ,-  i^-^ne- 
ral  idea  of  it,  and  psinc  out  to  yoa  th^  proper  (5','5i.£th  of  a 
mare  aiiaute  if»quify«     In  il^.on,  be  vari  it-,  att-orju:-,  in- 

<:5uif5uvc. 
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CQifitive,  aj  to  every  thing  :  liftleffnefs  and  indolence  are 
aiA'ays  blameable  ;  but,  at  your  age,  tltey  are  unpardon- 
^.ble-  Confidsr.  how  precious,  and  how  important  for  all 
tha  rei!  of  yoorlife,  are  your  moments  for  ihefe  next  three 
or  four  yeara  ;  and  do  not  lofe  one  of  them.  Do  not  think 
I  Bjeaa  that  you  fnould  fludy  all  day  long  :  [  am  far  front 
advififig  or  defiring  it  :  bjt  I  defire  that  you  would  be 
doing  fomc;hing  qr  other  all  day  long  ;  and  not  negleft 
half  hours  and  quarters  of  hours,  which,  at  the  year's  end, 
amount  to  a  great  fum.  For  inilaoce  :  There  are  many 
ihort  intervals  in  the  day,  between  ftudies  and  pleafures  : 
inftead  cf  fitting  idle  and  yawning,  in  thofe  in:ervals.  take 
np  any  boek,  though  ever  fo  trifiing  a  one  ;  even  dowQ 
to  a  jeR  book  ;  it  is  flill  better  than  doing  nothing. 

Nor  do  I  call  pleafures  idlenefs,  or  time  ioft,  provided 
tl^.ey  are  the  pleafures  of  a  raiional  b;:iag  ;  on  the  contrary, 
a  certain  psrtion  cf  ycur  time,  eniplcyed  in  thcfe  plea, 
fures,  is  very  ufefully  emp:oyed.  Such  are  public 
fpeftacles,  alFembUes  cf  good  eorapary,  cheerful,  fuppers, 
and  even  balls  ;  bat  then,  thefg  require  attenaon,  or  ejfe 
your  time  is  quite  loil. 

There  are  a  great  rsany  people,  who  think  themfelves 
employed  all  day,  and  who,  ii  they  were  to  caft  up  their 
r.cccunts  at  night,  would  find,  that  they  had  do.ne  ju^ 
Frothing.  They  havs  read  two  or  three  hours, niechanically, 
withcut  attending  to  what  they  read,  and  confcqp.ently 
without  either  retaining  it  or  reafoning  upon  it.  Frem 
tr-ence  they  faunier  iare  company,  without  taking  any 
v^ri  in  it  ;  ntM  without  obferving  the  charsfters  cf  fhs 
'■r^rfoF);.  >t'  '-he  fubjef^s  of  the  CQsverfation  :  but  are  ehhtr 
^ '■'■■■  king  ci  fonie  trifle,  foreign  to  the  prefcnt  purpcfe  ;  or,, 
i  f;e--i,  not  t?iir.king  at  aH  ;  vrhich  filly  and  icile  fufperificn 
{.\r:.ho!J*>Kt.;hfv  would  <^';^iTi\fy  v.jfh  the  name  of  ahftnct  ant 
i-iOractioTi.  They  go  ^furvv-sids,  if  may  be,  to  the  plavj 
inhere  ch^y  f.apf  at  the  company  and  the  lights  ;  bu',  with- 
f  vjt  minding  the  very  thing  ihey  wen';  to,    the  play- 

Pr.^y  d^>  you  be  as  attentive  to  you"  pleafures,  as  t©  yoD.f 
fiueic's.  in  the  iatter>  cbferve  and  jefled  upon  all  you 
i-e^id  ;  acii  in  the  former,  be  watchful  and  attentive  to  all 
th;ii  vf.u  fee  and  hear  ;  and  never  have  it  to  fay,  as  a 
ihoufund  fcols  do,  of  things  that  were  faid  and  done  before 
;bcir  fiCCf,   That    truly  they  did  n©t  mind  them,  beeaufe 

they 
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tkey  wert  thinking;  of  fomething  eKe.  Why  were  tKey 
thinking  of  Tome  thing  elfe  i  and,  if  they  were,  why  iid 
they  come  there  ?  The  truth  if,  that  the  fooh  were  think- 
ing of  nothing,  Reiuembcr  the  Ice  age  i  do  what  yen 
are  about,  be  that  what  it  will  ;  it  is  either  worth  doing 
well,  or  not  at  all.  Wherever  you  are,  have  (as'the  \qw, 
vulgar  cxpreffion  is)  yeur  ears  and  yeur  eyes  about  you. 
Liftcn  to  every  thing  that  is  faid,  and  fee  every  thing  that 
is  done.  Obferve  the  loeks  and  countenances  of  thofe  who 
fpeak,  which  is  often  a  furer  way  of  difcovering  truth, 
than  from  what  they  fay.  But  then  keep  all  the  obferva* 
tions  to  yourfelf,  for  your  own  private  ufe  ;  aad  rarely 
comraunicste  them  to  others.  Obferve,  wiihout  being 
thought  an  obferver  ;  for,  Gtherwife,  people  vyill  be  upon 
their  guard  before  you. 

Confider  ferioufly,  and  follow  carefully,  I  befeech  yoa, 
ray  dear  child,  the  advice  which  from  time  to  time  I  have 
given  and  fliall  continue  to  give  you  ;  it  is  at  ence  the  re- 
fult  of  my  long  experience,  and  the  efFeft  of  my  tender- 
nefs  for  you.  I  can  have  no  intereft  in  it  but  yours.  Yea 
are  not  yet  capable  of  wifhing  yourfelf  half  fo  well  as  I 
wi(h  you  ;  follow  therefore,  for  a  time  at  lead,  implicitly, 
advice  which  you  cannot  fufpedl,  though  poffifely  yoa  may 
not  yet  fee  the  particular  advantages  of  it  :  but  you  will 
one  day  feel  them.         Adieu. 


LET    T    E    R      XCIX. 

London,  November  the  6th,  Q,  S.  1717, 
DEAR  B©y, 

THreb  mails  are  now  due  from  Holland,  Co  that^ 
have  no  letter  from  you  to  acknov*ledge  :  I  write  t9 
you  therefore,  now,  as  ufual,  by  way  of  flappjr^  to  pet 
you  in  mind  of  yourfelf.  Dc(!^or  Swift,  ia  his  account  of 
the  Ifland  cf  Laputa,  defcribes  fome  philofophers  thert*, 
who  were  fo  wrapped  i^p  and  abforbed  in  their  abilrmG 
fpeculatioRs,  that  they  would  have  forgotten  all  the  corp- 
mon  and  neeeffary  duties  of  Ufe,  if  they  had  r;©t  keen  re- 
minded of  them  by  perfons  who  fispped.  thera  wheRever 
they  obferved  them  coatinue  too  long  in  £P.y  of  thofe  learn- 
ei    trancei,     I    d©  not,  indeed,  fufoc'^  y%u  of  being  a^- 

f«rbe* 
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forbed  iir  abftrufe  fpeculations  ;  bot,  with  great  fabffiiA 
fion  to  you,  may  I  not  fQfpe£t,^that  levn.v,  inattentian, 
and  too  litile  thinking,  require  a  flapper,  as  well  as  too 
^eep  thinking  ?  If  my  letters  ihould  happen  to  get  to  you, 
when  yon  are  fitting  by  the  fire  and  doing  nothing,  or 
when  you  arc  gaping  at  the  window,  may  they  not  be 
very  proper  flaps,  to  put  you  in  mind  that  you  might  em- 
ploy your  time  much  better  ?  I  knew,  once,  a  very  co- 
vetous, fordid  fellow,  who  ufed  frequently  to  fay,  **  Take 
**  care  of  the  pence,  for  the  pounds  will  take  care  of 
'5<  themfelves."  This  was  s  juft  and  fenfible  reflexion  in 
3L  mifer.  I  recommend  to  you  to  take  care  of  minutes  ; 
for  hours  will  take  care  of  themfelves.  I  am  very  (ure, 
that  many  people  lofe  two  or  three  hours  every  day,  by 
not  taking  care  of  the  minutes.  Never  think  any  portion 
of  time,  whatfoever,  too  fiiort  to  be  employed  ;  fomething 
cr  other  may  always  be  done  in  it. 

While  you  are  in  Germany,  let  all  your  hi{!orical  Ttu- 
(iles  be  relative  to  Germany  :  not  only  the  general  hlftory 
cf  the  Empire,  as  a  colledlive  body  ;  but  of  the  refpec- 
tive  Eledlorates,  Principalities,  and  Towns  ;  and  alfo, 
the  genealogy  of  the  moil  confiderable  families.  A  gene- 
alogy is  no  trifle  in  Germany  ;  and  they  would  rather 
prove  their  two-and-thirty  quarters,  than  two-and-thirty 
cardinal  virtues,  if  there  were  fo  many.  They  are  not  of 
UlylTes^s  opinion  ;  who  fays,  very  truly, 

—Genus  et  preavosj  et  ques  nsn  fecimiis  ipji  ', 

Fix  ia  mjira  *vscq. 

Good  night. 


LETTER      G. 

London^  November  the  24th,  O.  S.  1447. 
©EAR  EOY, 

AS  oftcB  as  I  write  to  you  (and  that  you  know  is  pret- 
ty often)  fo  often  I  am  in  doubt  whether  it  is  ro 
any  purpcfe,  and  whether  it  is  not  labour  and  paper  loft. 
This  entirely  depend^  upon  the  degree  cf  reafon  and  re- 
flexion which  you  are  mafler.  ef,  cr  think  proper  to'ex- 
ert.    Jf  you  give  yourfcl'f  time  to   think,  and  have   fenfe 

enough 


I^iETTERS  TO  HIS  S©Ni  1I9 

tnough  to  think  right,  two  refle&ions  mud  neceHanly 
occur  to  you  ;  the  one  is,  that  I  have  a  great  deal  of  ex- 
perience, and  that  you  have  none  ;  the  ether  is,  that  I 
am  the  only  man  living  who  cannot  have^^ire^Iy  or  indi- 
rcftly,  any  intereft,  concerning  you,  but  y9ur  own. 
From  which  two  undeniable  principles,  the  obvious  and 
ueceiTary  conclufion  is,  That  you  ought,  for  your  own 
fake,  to  attend  to  and  follow  my  advice. 

If,  by  the  application  which  I  recommend  to  you,,  yoa 
acquire  great  knowledge,  you  alone  arc  the  gainer  ;  I  pay 
for  it.  If  you  fhould  deferve  cither  a  good  or  a  bad  cha« 
rafter,  mine  will  be  exaftly  what  it  is  now  •;  and  will 
neither  be  the  better  in  the  firft  cafe,  nor  the  worfe  in  the 
latter  :  you  alone  will  be  the  gainer  or  the  lofer. 

Whatever  your  pleafu res  may  be,  I  neither  can  nor 
ihall  envy  you  them,  as  old  people  are  fometimes  fufpeHed 
by  young  people  to  do  ;  and  I  fhall  only  lament,  if  they 
ihould  prove  fuch  as  are  unbecoming  a  man  of  honour,  or 
below  a  man  of  fenfe  :  but  you  will  be  the  real  fafferer, 
if  tkey  are  fuch.  As,  therefore,  it  is  plain,  that  I  can 
have  no  other  motive  than  that  of  afFeftion  in  whatever  I 
fay  to  you,  you  ought  to  look  upon  me  as  your  beil,  and 
(for  fome  years  (o  come)  your  only,  friend. 

True  friendftiip  requires  certain  proportions  of  age  and 
manners  ;  and  can  never  fubfift  where  they  are  extremely 
diiferent,except  in  the  relations  of  parent  and  child  ;  where 
afFedion  on  one  fide,  and  regard  on  the  other,  make  up 
the  difference.  The  friendlhip  which  jrou  msy  contra^ 
with  people  of  your  own  age,  may  be  iincete,  may  be 
warm  ;  but  muH  be,  for  fome  time,  reciprocally  unpro- 
Stable,  as  there  can  be  no  experience  os  either  fide.  The 
young  leading  the  young,  is  like  ths  blind  leading  th§ 
blind  ;  **■  they  will  both  fall  into  the  ditch."  Tke  or.ly 
fure  guide  is,  Ee  who  has  often  gor-s  the  road  which  yo« 
want  to  go.  Let  me  be  that  guide  ;  who  have  gone  a  i 
roadsj  and  who  can  confequeiitly  point  out  to  you  the  be(?. 
If  you  r.ik  me  why  I  went  any  of  the  bad  roads  myieff  r  I 
will  anfvver  you,  very  truly.  That  it  Was  fo?  Wrint  cf  a 
good  guide  :  i'i  example  invited  me  one  v^sy  ;  and  a  good 
guide  was  wanting,  to  thow  me  a  better.  But  if  a^y  bo- 
^f,  capable  of  advifiog  me,  had  taken  ihe  fair-e  psiina 
Vritit  me,   which    I    have     ii-ktii,  and   will    cDruir-je    io 
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take,  with  you,  I  fhould  have  avoided  many  fellies  ani 
inconveniencies,  which  undircdled^  youth  run  me  into. 
My  father  was  neither  defirous  nor  able  to  advife  me  ; 
which  is  what,  I  hope,  you  cannot  fay  cf  yours.  You  fee 
that  I  make  ufc  only  of  the  word  adiiice  ;  becaufe  I  weuld 
much  rather  have  the  aflent  of  your  reafon  to  my  advice, 
than  the  fubmiffion  of  your  will  to  my  authority.  This,  I 
perfuade  myfelf,  will  happen,  from  that  degree  of  fenfc 
which  I  think  you  have  ;  and  therefore  I  will  go  ©n  ad» 
dvjfing,  and  with  hopes  of  fuccefs. 

You  are  now  fettled  for  fome  time  at  Leipfig  :  the  prin- 
cipal object  of  your  flay  there,  is  the  knowledge  of  books 
and  fcicnces  ;  which  if  yeu  do  not,  by  aiteniion  and  ap» 
plication,  make  yourfelf  mafter  of  while  you  are  there, 
you  Avill  he  ignorant  of  them  all  the  reft  ©f  your  life  ;  and 
take  my  word  for  it,  a  life  of  ignorance  is  not  only  a  very 
contemptible,  but  a  very  tirefomt  one.  Redouble  yeur 
attention,  then,  t©  Mr.Harte,  in  yeur  private  Hudies  ©f  ihc 
Littera  HamanhrtSy  efpeciallyGrcek.  State  your  difficulties 
whenever  your  have  any  ;  and  do  not  fupprefs  them, 
either  from  miflaken  Ihamc,  laxy  iniliffertncf,  or  in  or- 
der to  have  done  the  fooner.  Do  the  fame  when  you  are^ 
at  leftures  with  profefTo?  Mafcow,  ©r  any  other  ProfeiTer  : 
let  nothing  pafs,  till  you  are  fure  that  yoo  underfland  it 
thoroughly  ;  and  accuilcm  yourfeif  to  write  cewn  the 
capital  points  of  what  you  learn.  When  you  kave  thus 
ufefully  employed  yeur  mornings,  ycu  may  with  a  fafe 
©onfuience  divert  yeurfeifin  the  evenings  ;  and  iriske  thofe 
tVenirigs  \try  ufeful  too,  by  p^Hing  iktrn  in  good  com- 
pany, and,  by  obftrvatioa  and  aitenticn,  leainirsg  as  much 
©f  the  world  as  Leipfig  can  teach  you.  You  will  ebferve 
and  ifTiitate  tke  manners  of  the  peaple  of  the  bcfl  faihioB 
ihtrt  :  not  that  they  are  (it  may  be)  the  beft  manners  in 
the  world  ;  but  becaufe  they  are  the  beS  manners  of  the 
place  where  you  are,  to  '.vhich  a  man  of  ftnk  always  con- 
forms.  The  nature  cf  things  (as  I  have  eften  told  yoi  ) 
18  alwJiys  snd  every  \>here  the  fame;  but  the  Rhodes  of 
theai  vary,  snoie  or  lefs,  in  erery  country  ;  and  an  sify 
and  genteel  ccr.formify  to  them,  cr  rather  the  .fi/Tuming 
of  theia  at  proper  tinies  and  in  proper  places,  is  wh^t 
pirticular!y  conftittitss  3  man  cf  the  v^orli,  and  a  \ver» 
bred  man. 

Hure 
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Here  Is  advice  enough,  I  think,  and  too  much,  It  may 
"be,  you  will  think,  for  one  letter.  If  you  follow  ir, 
you  will  get  knowledge,  character,  and  pleafureby  it  :  if 
you  do  not,  I  only  lofe  tptram  et  cUum  ;  which,  in  «ll 
events,  I  do  not  grudge  you. 

I  fend-  you,  bv  a  perfon  who  fets  out  this  day  for  Leip- 
fig,  a  fmall  packet  from  your  Mamma,  containing  fotBs 
vaJaable  things  which  you  left  behind  j  to  which  i  havs 
^dded,  by  way  of  New-year's  gift,  a  very  pretty  tooth- 
pick cafe  J  and  by  the  vyiay,  pray  take  great  care  of 
your  teeth,  and  keep  them  extremely  cleio.  I  have  like- 
wife  fent  you  the  Greek  roots,  lately  tr  inflated  into  )ixi' 
g!i(h  from  the  French  of  the  Port  Ri-jyal.  Infor,m  ycur- 
feif  what  the  Port  Royal  is.  To  conclude  with  a  qaibble  ; 
I  hope  you  will  not  only  feed  upon  thefe  Greek  reou, 
but  likewife  digeit  them  perfectly.     Adieu. 


L    E^    T    T    E    R      CI. 

London,  December  the  i ith,  O.^S.   J 747. 

^DEAR  BOY, 
^■J~^H£RE  is  nothing  ^hich  I  more  wifQ  that  you  fhouM 

X  know,  and  which  fewer  people  do  know,  than  the 
true  ufe  and  value  of  Time.  It  is  in  every  body's  mouth  i 
but  in  iew  peeple's  practice.  Every  fool,  who  ilatterna 
away  his  whole  time  in  nothings,  utters,  however,  ibme 
trite  common-place  fentence,  of  which  there  are  nrsiliions, 
to  prove  at  once  the  value  and  the  Heetnefs  of  time  Thsi 
fun-dials,  likewire,  all  over  Europe,  have  fome  irgerio  j^ 
infeription  to  that  effeft  ;  fo  that  nobody  fqaanders  away 
their  time,  without  hearing  and  feeing  daily  how  ne» 
ceffary  iris  to  employ  it  well,  and  how  irrecoverabia  it  ia 
if  loft.  But  all  thefe  adi?nonition3"  are  ufelefs,  where  thera 
is  not  a  f^indjlj^f  good  fenfe  aud  reafon  to  fuggert  *hem, 
rather  than  rtceive  them,  "^^j  the  nianrer  in  which  yt5u 
now  tell  me  that  you  employ  your  time,  I  fiarcer  mxfelf 
that  ypa  have  ihai  fand  :  that  i>i  the  fund  which  wil^  mrtlce 
you  rich  indeed.  I  do  not,  therefore,  mean.  \o  s^ivf^  you  % 
critical  eiTay  upon  '.he  ufe  and  sbiTe.  tf  time  ;  I  wiil  oniy 
gjve  ycu  Tome  hints  with  regard  to  the  i^-fc  of  one  parti- 
cular period  of  thai  \or\g   time  which,  I   iiCpe,  yo.i    hpc.-- 
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before   you  ;  I    mean,  the   next  two  years.     Remeiti&fr 
then,  that  whatever  knowledge  you  do  not  foUdly  Tay  th« 

ifoundation  of  before  you  are  eighteen,  yoa  will  never  be 
Eiafter  of  while  you  breathe.  Knew  ledge  is  a  comfortable 
and  necefTary  retreat  and  (kclter  for  us  in  an  advanced  age  ; 
and  if  we  do  not  plant  it  while  young,  it  will  give  us  no 
fkade  when  we  grow  oM.  I  neither  require  nor  c^peft 
from  you  great  application  to  books,  after  you  are  once 
thrown  out  into  the  great  world.  I  know  it  is  impoffiWe  ; 
ana  it  may  even,  in  fome  cafes,  be  improper  :  this,  there- 
^re,  is  your  time,  and  your  only  time,  for  unwearied  and 
uninterrupted  application.  If  you  ihculd  fomeiimes  think 
h  a  little  labarioas,  confider,  rbat  labour  is  the  unavoida- 
ble fatigue  of  a  necelT^ry  journey.  The  more  hours  a 
day  you  travel,  the  fooner  you  v%'ill  be  at  your  journey's 
end.  The  fooner  you  are  quaii/ied  for  yeur  liberty,  the 
fooner  you  fhall  have  it  ;  .^nd  your  manurni^on  will  en- 
tirely depend  upon  tb-e  manner  in  which  you  employ  the 
intermediate  time.  I  think  I  o.Cer  you  a  very  good  bar- 
gain, when  I  promiie.you  upon  my  word,  that  if  you  wilt 
do  every  thing  that  I  would  have  yoa  do  till  you  are  eigh- 
reen,  I  will  do  every  thing  that  you  would  have  m.e  do 
ever  afterwards. 

I  knt!w  a  gentlemaii,  who  was  ft>  good  a  mar.ager  of 
his  time,  that  he  would  not  even  Io^?^  that  fmail  portion 
of  is  which  the  calls  of  nature  obliged  him  to  pnfs  in  the 
receii'ary-houfe  ;  but  gradually  went  through  all  the  Latin 

.  Foet?,  in  thofe    moments.     Ke  bought,    for   example,    a 

•  comnion  edition  of  Horace,  of  which  he  tore  oii  gradually 
a  couple  of  pages,  carried  them  with  him  to  that  necelfray 
place,  read  them  iiili,  and  then  fent  thcn:i  cown  as  a  facri- 
Sce  to  Cloacina  :  this  was  fo  much-  limc  taitly  gained  ; 
and  I  recommend  to  ycu  to  follow  his  example.  It  is  bet- 
ter than  only  doing  what  yon  canned  help  doing  at  t.hof^ 
moments;  and  it  will  m«k'e  any'  book,  whi^.you  fha't 
yead  in  that  manner,  very  preknt  in  your  rmnd.  Books 
of  fcience,  and  cf  a  grave  fort,  muft  be  read  with  cont?- 
Fiijity  J  but  there  are  very  m^ny^  ami  ev*en  very  uf^fal 
cnc.Sf  which  may  be  read  with  afivantai^c  by  fnatches,  and- 
anconaeff^edly  :  fnch  are  a'l  the  g^ndLitin  Poets,  exc<:p:', 
Virgii  in  hi^  7£neid  ;  and  fach  are  m-3il  of  the  m-^dsra 
pjsts.  \>:\  vvhica  yoi>v^iU  ^•vi  m^iny  pieces  vvofth  teidingj^ 
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cbat  will  not  take  up  above  fiven  or  eight  minutes. 
Bayle's,  Moreri's,  and  other  didionaries,  are  proper  books 
to  take  and  ftiut  up  for  the  little  intervals  of  (othervvife) 
idle  time  that  every  body  has  in  the  coiirfa  of  the  day  be- 
tween cither  their  iludies  oi"  their  plesfures.     Goad  ni^ht» 
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LiUiidon,  December  the  i8th,  O.  S.  ^747- 
DEAR  BOY, 

AS  tv?o  mails  are  now  due  from  Holland,  I  have  no 
letters  of  your's  or  Mr.  Harts's  to  acknowledge  ; 
fo  that  this  letter  is  the  efte^  of  that  fcrihendl  cacoethesi, 
which  my  fears,  my  hopes,  and  my  doubts,  concerning 
yoa,  give  me«  vVheh  I  have  wrete  you  a  very  long  let- 
ter upon  any  fubjcd,  it  is  no  fooner  gone,  but  I  think  I 
have  omitted  fomei;hing  in  it  which  fn«ght  be  of  ufe  to 
you  ;  and  then  I  prepare  the  fupplement  for  the  next  poft  : 
or  elfe  fome  new  fubjed  occurs  to  me  ;  upon  which  1  fan- 
cy that  I  can  give  fome  informations,  or  point  out  lome 
rales,  which  may  be  advantageous  to  you.  This  fets  me 
to  writi-ng  again,,  though  God  knows  whether  to  any  pur- 
pofe  or  not  :  a  few  years  more  can  only  afcertam  that. 
But,  whatever  jny  fuccefs  may  be,  my  anxiety  and  my 
care  can  only  be  the  efffidls  of  that  leader  aiiedion  which 
J  have  for  yoa,  and  which  you  cannot  reprefent  to  ycura-lf 
greater  than  it  really  is.  Bat  Ao  not  mii^ake  the  nature 
of  that  afrediofi,  and  think  it  of  a  kii^d  that  yoa  may  with 
impunity  abufa.  It  is  not  natural  affeilion,  there  being 
in  reality  no  Inch  ihin^  ;  for,  if  iher«were,  fome  inward 
fentiment  niutl  nece^arily  and  reciprocally  difcover  thePa-' 
rent  to  the  Child,  and  che  Child  to  .the  Parent,  wichcus 
any  exterior  indication.?,  kno^vltdge,  oracqtiainfancevvha;:- ,. 
foever  ;  which  never  happened,  iince  the  "crcr.ncn  of  the 
world,  whatever  Pgets,  Romance  or  Novel  writer:,  and 
fuch  Sentiment  mongers,  may  be  pleafed  to  fay  m  tnt:  ..  -jr - 
Srary.  Neither  is  my  affedion  for  yoa  that  of  a  nrv; 
of  which  the  only,  or  at  lead  the  chief  objects,  cie  i>-.i;ii 
and  life  ;  I  wifh  you  them  both,  moll  heaitiiy  ;  o  ;..  ^-t 
.the  fame  time,  I  confefs  they  a^e^by  no  means  my  erlu^ 
•cipal  care. 

My 
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My  obje£^  is  to  have  you  fit  to  live  j  which  if  you  are 
rot,  i  do  not  defire  that  you  fiiould  live  ai  all.  My  afirc- 
tion  for  you  then  is,  and  only  will  be,  prcponioned  to 
your  merit  ;  which  is  the  only  aftedion  that  one  rational 
being  ought  to  have  for  another.  Hitherto  I  have  di/co- 
vered  nothing  wrong  in  ycur  heart,  or  your  head  ;  on  the 
contrary,  I  think  I  fee  fen/e  in  the  one,  and  fentiments  in 
the  other.  This  perfuafion  is  the  only  moiive  of  my  pre- 
fent  affection  ;  which  will  either  increafe  or  diminifh,  ac- 
cording to  your  merit  or  deiDerit.  If  you  have  the  know- 
ledge, the  honour*  and  the  probity,  which  you  may  have, 
the  marks  and  w-armth  of  my  affedion  fhall  amply  rewarti 
them  :  but  if  you  have  them  not,  my  averfion  and  indig- 
nation will  rife  in  the  fame  proportion  ;  and  in  that  eale, 
jcmember,  that  I  am  under  no  further  obligation,  than  to 
to  give  you  the  necefiary  means  of  fubfifting.  If  ever  we 
quarrel,  no  not  expeft  or  depend  upon  sr-y  weaknefs  in  my 
nature  for  a  reconciliation,  as  children  frequently  do,  and 
cfien  meet  with,  from  filly  parents  ;  I  have  no  fuch  weak- 
nefs  about  me  :  and,  as  I  wiil  never  quarrel  with  you,  but 
Upsn  fome  elTential  point  ;  if  once  we  quarrel,  I  will  ne- 
ver forgive.  But  I  hope  and  believe,  that  this  ceclaratioa 
(for  it  IS  no  threat)  will  prove  unnecefiary.  You  are  no 
itranger  to  the  principles  of  viitue  ;  and  furely,  whoever 
l;nows  virtue,  muft  love  it.  As  for  knowledge,  you  have  al- 
ready enough  cf  it  to  engage  you  to  acquire  more.  The 
ignorant  only,  either  defpife  ir,  or  think  that  they  have 
enough  :  thofe  who  have  the  molt,  are  always  the  moft 
defirous  to  have  more  ;  ana  knew,  chat  the  moH  they  can 
ha   e  is,  a'as  !  but  too  little. 

Rexor^fjcler,  fiGfn  time  to  rinte,  andjetain,  the  friendly 
s^dvice  which  I  fend  ycu.     The  advantage  */ul  be  all  your 
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London,  December  the  zp'h,  0.  S.  1747. 
DEAR  BOY, 

I  Have  received  two  letters  from  you   of  ihe    17th  and 
2ZC,   N.  S.   by  the  lall  of  which    I    find    that  fome*  of 
ciiric  to  you  muft  have  mifcarried  ;   for  1  have  never  been. 

above 
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above  two  pofts  ivithout  writing  to  yoa  or  to  Mr.  Harte, 
and  even  v?ry  long  letters.  J  have  alfb  receiv^.d  a  letter 
frofn  Mr  Harte,  which  gives  roe  great  fausfa^ion  :  it  is 
&L1  of  your  p^aifes  ;  and  he  anfwers  for  yoa,  that,  in  two 
years  more,  yoo  will  deferve  your  majnumillion,  and  be  fit 
to  go  into  the  world  upon  a  footing  tliat  will  do  you  ho» 
nour  and  give  me  pleafare. 

I  thank  you  for  your  offer  of  the  new  edition  oi  Adamuf 
Adami  ;  but  I  do  not  want  it,  having  a  good  edition  of  it 
at  prefent.  When  ynu  have  read  that,  you  will  do  well 
to  follow  it  with  P^ere  Bougeanfs  Hifioire  du  Trait e  de 
Munjier,  in  two  volumes  quarco  ;  which  contains  many 
important  anecdotes  concerning  that  famous  treaty,  that 
are  not  in  Adamus  Adami. 

You  tell  me  that  your  le^ures  upon  the  jus  Puhlicum 
will  be  ended  at  Ealler  :  but  then  I  hope  that  Monfieur 
Mafcow  will  begin  them  again  ;  for  I  would  not  have  ycu 
difconrinue  that  ftudy  one  day  while  you  arc  at  Leipfig. 
I  fuppofe  that  Monfieur  Mafcow  will  lik^wjle  give  yoa, 
ledures  upon  the  Lijirumentum  Pads,  and  upon  he  capi- 
tulations of  the  late  Emperors.. — Your  German  will  goon 
of  courfe  ;  and  I  take  it  for  granted,  ihat  your  Hay  at 
-Leipfig  will  make  you  perlc^  mailer  of.  that  language, 
both  as  to  fpeaking  and  wriri ng  :  for  remember,  that 
knowing  any  language  imperrcdlv;  is  very  little  better 
than  not  knowing  it  at  all  ;  people  being  as  unwilling  to 
fpeak  in  a  language  which  they  do  not  pciTefs  thoroughly, 
as  others  are  to  hear  them.  Your  thoughts  are  cramped, 
and  apj)ear  to  great  difad vantage,  in  any  language  of 
which  you  are  not  perfedly  mafter.  Let  Modern  Hiftory 
fhare  part  pf  your  time,  and  that  always  accompanied 
with  the  maps  of  the  places  in  queftion  :  Geography  and 
Hiftory  are  very  imperfe<Sl  feparately  ;  and",  to  be  ufefulj 
mult  be  joined. 

Go  to  the  Duchefs  of  Courland's  as  often  as  fhe  and 
yourleifare  will  permit.  The  company  of  Women  of  fa- 
ihion  will  improve  your  manners,  though  not  your  under- 
{landing  ;'-and  that  compiaifance  and  poli^enefs,  which  are 
fo  ufcful  in  mens  compaoy,  can  only  be  acquired  in  wo- 
inens. 

Remember  always,  what  I  hzve  told  you  a  thouH-rid 
times,  that  all  the  talents  in  the  world   wiii  want  all  the-ir 

luftre, 
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]u (Ire,  and  fome  part  of  their  ufc  too,  if  they  are  i^ot  a* 
domed  with  that  eafy  good -breeding,  that  engaging  man- 
ner, and  thofe  graces,  which- feduce  and  prepcflef*  people 
in  "your  favour  at  firft  fight,  A  proper  care  of  your  perfon 
is  by  no  means  to  b^  negle^Sled  ;  always  extremely  clean  ; 
upon  proper  occasions  fine  ;  your  carriage  genteel,  and 
your  motions  graceful.  Take  particular  csre  of  your  man- 
ner  and  addreff,  when  you  p-efeni  yourfelf  in  compsny. 
Let  thstn  be  refpe<5lful  without  meannefs,  eafy  without  too 
much  familiarity,  genteel  without  aired^ation,  and  infinua- 
tine^  without  aijy  fseming  art  or  defign. 

You.  need  not  fend  me  any  more  extrafls  of  the  German 
COnftitudon  ;  which,  by  the  courfe  of  your  prefent  ftudies, 
I  know  you  muR  foon  be  acquaiiUed  with  :  but  I  would 
now  rather  that  your  letters  Ihou'd  b^a  fort  of  j.'^urnal  cf 
your  own  life.  As  for  inftince  ;  what  coinpany  yoo  keep, 
what  new  acquaintances  you  make,  what  "your  pleafures 
are  ;  with  your  own  refiedions  upon  the  whole  ;  like.vife, 
what  Greek  and  Litin  bocks  you  read  and  underftand. 

Adieu. 
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January  the  2d  O.  S.  174S. 
DEAR  BOY, 

I  AM  edifisd  vAth  the  allotcient  of  your  time  at  Leip- 
fig  :  which  is  fo  well  emrioyed,  from  morning  till 
night,  that  a  fool  would  fay  you  had  none  left  for  your- 
f;lf ;  whereas,  I  am  fure,  you  have  fen(e  er.pu'^h  to  know, 
that  fuch  a  right  ufe  of  your  time,  ish.iving  it  all  to  your- 
felf  :  nay,  it  is  even  more  ;  for  it  is  laying  it  out  to  im- 
menfe  interell,  which  in  a  very  few  years  will  amount  to 
a  prodigieus  capital.         ' 

Though  twelve  cf  your  fourteen  CoTnmenfaux  may  not 
be  the  livelieil  people  in  the  world,  snd  may  want  (as  I 
C£fi!y  conceive  ihey  do)  h  ton  di  la  bonne  compagnie,  et  hi 
graces,  'Jt-hich  i  vvifii  you  ;  yet  pi  ay  take  care  not  to  ex- 
prefs  any  coutempi,  cr  throw  out  any  ridicule  ;  which, 
I  can  alTiue  you,  is  not  mare  contrary  to  good  manners 
than  to  gccd  feme  :  but  endeavour  rather  to  get  all^  the 
good  yea  car.  cut  of  ihem  \    aad  fome^hing  or  ciher   is  to 


LETTERS  TO  HIS  SON.  ^97 

1)e  got  out  of  every  boiy.  They  will,  at  leafl,  impro7e 
you  in  the  German  language  ;  and,  as  they  come  froia 
different  countries,  you  may  put  them  upen  fobjecfts,  con- 
ccpning  which  they  mull  neceflarily  be  able  to  give  yo« 
fome  ufeful  informations,  let  them  be  ever  fo  dujl  or  difa- 
greeable  in  general  :  they  will  know  fomething,  at  leaflj, 
of  the  laws,  culioms,  government,  apd  confiderable  fami- 
lies, of  iheir^  refpedive  countries  ;  all  which  are  better 
known  than  not,  and  confequently  Worth  enquiring  into. 
There  is  hardly  any  body  good  for  every  thing,  and  there  is 
fcarccly  any  body  who  is  abfolutely  good  for  nothing.  A 
good  chymift  will  extra^  fome  fpirit  or  other  ©u^  of  every 
fubilance  ;  and  a  man  of  parts  will,  by  his  dexterity  and 
management,  elicit  foraething,  worth  knowing,  out  of  e- 
very  Being  he  converfes  with. 

As  you  have  been  introduced  to  the  Duchefs  of  Cour- 
land,  pray  go  thisre  as  often  as  ever  your  more  ne^reffary 
occupations  will  allov^  you.  I  am  told,  fhe  is  extremely 
well-bred,  and  has  parts.  Now,  though  I  would  not  re-- 
commend  to  you,  to  go  into  womens  company  in  fearch 
of  folid  knowledge  or  judgment,  yet  it  has  its  ufe  m  other 
refpe^s  ;  for  it  certainly  polifhes  the  manners,  and  gives 
uve  csrtalns  iourznre,  which  is  very  neceff^ry  in  the  courfe 
of  the  world,  and  which  Eoiililhmen  have  generally  kis  of 
than  an.y  people  in  the  world. 

I  cannot  fay  that  your  fuppers  are  loxarlouj,  but  v^a 
mull  own  they  are  foiid  ;  and  a  quart  of  foup,  and  two 
pounds  of  potatoes,  will  enable  you  to  pafs  the  night  with- 
out great  impatience  hr  year  breakfaft  next  mornirig. 
One  part  of  your  fupper  (the  potatoes)  is  thecendlant  diets 
cf  my  ©Id  friends  and  countrys^.cn  the  Iridi,  who  are  the 
heaiihieft  2nd  the  ilror^'^ell  men  that  I  knox^  in  Europe. 

As  I  believe  that  many  of  my  letters  to  you  and  to  Mr. 
Harte  have  mifcarried,  as  %veli  53  f;:^me  of  yours  and  his  to 
me  ;  particularly  one  of  his  from  Leipfic-,  fo  vvhich  he  re- 
fers in  a  fubfequer.t  one,  ana  which  i  ne^er  received  ;  | 
would  have  you,  fc-^r  tke  fururc,  acknowledge  the  dates  oF 
a")  rhe  letters  which  cither  of  you  fliali  receive  from  me. 
End  I  will  do  the  fame  on  my  pi\rt. 

That  which  I  received  by  the  lafl  mil;  f-vm  yoa,  was 
of  the  t^th  Mover- bcT,  N,  S,  The  maii  b-:forsthac  bro't 
Tme  yQU':5,  of  ^v'i-ch  [  have  (br-o:;  th^  d,.ite,    but  »vhich  ?.a- 

cloi'tA 
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clofed  one  to  Lady  Chefterfield  :  flie  will   ahfwcr  it  fooH,' 
and  in  tiie  mean  time  thanks  you  for  it. 

My  diforder  was  only  a  very  great  cold,  of  which  I  am 
entirely  recovered.  You  ihali  not  complain  for  want  of 
accounts  from  Mr.  Grevcnkop,  who  will  frequently  write 
you  whatever  pafTcs  here,  in  the  German  language  and 
character  ;  which  will  improve  you  in  both.     Adieu. 
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LondoB,  January  the    icth,  O.  S.  1748. 
DEAR  BOY, 

I  Willingly  accept  the  New-years  gift,  which  you 
promiie  me  for  next  year  ;  and  the  more  vakable  you 
make  it,  the  more  thankful  I  fhall  be.  That  depends  en- 
tirely upon  you  ;  and  therefore  I  hope  to  be  piefenied,  e- 
very  year,  with  a  new  edition  of  you,  more  cor'rc^  than 
the  former,  and  confiderably  enlarged  and  amended. 

Since  you  do  not  care  to  be  an  Aflefibr  of  the  Imperial 
Chamber,  and  defire  an  cftabliihment  in  England  ;  what 
do  you  think. of  being  Greek  ProfefTor  at  one  of  our  Uni- 
verfuies  ?  It  is  a  very  pretty  finecure,  and  requires  very 
little  knowledge  (much  lefs  than,  I  hope,  you  have  al- 
Teadv)  of  that  language.  If  you  do  not  approve  of  this, 
I  am  at  a  lofs  to  know  what  elfe  to  propofe  to  you  ;  and 
therefore  defire  that  you  wiii  inform  me  what  fort  of  del-li- 
nation  you  propofe  for  yourfelf  ;  for  it  is  now  time  to  fix 
it,  and  to  take  our  meafures  accordingly.  Mr.  Harte  tells 
me,  that  you  fet  up  for  a  Hoyirirtoi  »vtp  :  if  fo,  I  prefum? 
it  is  in  the  view  of  fucceedivig  n\t  in  ray  office  ;  v/hich  I 
will  very  willingly  rtfign  to  yeu,  v  tenever  >ou  ftiail  call 
upon  me  ter  it.  Bur,  if  you  intend  to  be  the  YloyiTiKQS 
or  the  B'6\nco/.o?  k¥/ip,  there  are  ioms  trifl  rrg  circutii- 
llai  ces  upon  which  you  fhoiild  previoufly  take  ycur  rtfo- 
lution.  The  fi.'ft_of  which  is,  to  be  fir  for  it  ;  and  then, 
in  order  to  be  fo,  mskc  yourfelf  mafter  of  Ancient  anti 
Modern  Hiftory,  and  Languages.  To  know  p^rfedly  the 
conftiujlion,  J?nd  form  of  govrrnment  of  every  nation  ;  the 
growth  and  the  decline  ci"  ancient  and  modern-  Empires  ; 
aind  to  trace  out,  snd  refltd  up-jn,  (he  CBuks  of  both.  To 
know  cat  ihength,  the  lichei,  aai  [he  coniirerce,  of  every 

CQUQiry. 
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toUiUry.  Thefe  little  things,  trifling  as  they  rna*f  feem* 
are  yet  very  necefTary  for  a  Politician  to  know  ;  a^A 
which  therefore,  I  preAime,  you  will  condefcend  to  app]^? 
yourfelf  to.  There  are  fome  additional  qualittcations  fife* 
cefTary,  in  the  practical  part  of  biiiinefs,  which  may  de* 
fcrve  fome  confiderarion  in  your  Jeifare  inoments ;  fuck 
as,  an  abfolute  command  of  your  .temper,  fo  as  not  to  b« 
provoked  to  paffian  upon  any  account  j  Patience,  to  heair 
frivolous,  impertinent,  and  unreafona!  le  applications  4 
with  add.-efs  enough  to  rcfufe,  withoutclTendin^  ;  dr^  by 
j'our  manner  ©f  granting,  to  double  the  obligation  i  DeX* 
terity  enough  to  conceal  a  truth  without  ctlling  a  lie  i  -Sa* 
gacity  enough  to  read  other  people's  countenances,  aa4 
Serenity  enough  not  to  let  them  difcover  any  thing  bf 
yours  ;  a  feeming  franknefs,  with  a  real  refer ve.  The^ 
are  the  rudiments  of  a  Politician  5  the  world  muft  beyoii^ 
gramaiar. 

Three  malls  are  now  due  frcm  Holland  ;  fo  that  I  havt 
no  letters  from  you  to  acknowledge,  I  therefore  contk^* 
with  recommending  myfelf  to  your  favour  and  |)fot^^i»!«i 
when  you  fucceed.    Vours, 
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London,  January  the  zmh.  O.  S.  i^if,  T 
BEAR  BOy,  -  ^  ^^     ' 

IFiNB.  by  Wtr.  Kartc's  lait  letter,  that  laaay  oT mf 
letters  to  you  and  him  have  been  troaen  up  m  thdt 
way  10  Lsip^gi  the  thaw  has,  I  iuppofe,  by  this  ilm^, 
fet  them  at  liberty  to  purfue  their  journey  to  you,  and 
you  will  receive  a  glut  of  thcia  ac  oaoe.  HudibriiS  ^Uodts* 
ih  this  verfe» 

Ziki  wsrds  <ongsaJ*ti  in  nerihiTmurt 

xb  a  vulgar  nation,  that,  la  Greenland,  words  were  fr©?se!i 
in  their  utceracce  j  snd  that,  upon  a  thaw,  a  very  mixed 
c  nverfation  was  heard  in  the  air,  of  all  thofe  words  fet  at 
iiberry.  This  coverfaiion  wa^,  \  prefume,  toe  various. 
«n«  C'Xtenfive  to  bs  much  auended  10  ;  and  may  isot  ihac 
be  the  cftfe  of  half  a  dozeu  of  my  ioeg  kt;ersj,  when  y&a 
^  e  lecdve 
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receive  tliem  all  at  once  ?  I  think  that  I  catr,  cventuallf^ 
anfwer  that  queflion,  thus  :  If  you  confider  my  letters  ia 
their  tru3  lighr,  as  conveying  to  you  the  advice  of  a  friend, 
who  fincerely  wifhes  your  happinefs,  and  defires  to  pro- 
Bvote  your  plea  fares,  you  will  b«th  read  aod  attend  to 
them  ;  hut  if  you  confrder  theni,  in  their  oppoiite  an4 
very  falfe  light,  as  the  didates  of  a  morofc  and  fermo- 
nizing  father,  I  am  fu re  they  will  be  not  only  unattended 
go,  but  unvead.  Which  is  the  cafe  you  can  belt  tell  me. 
Advice  is  fsldom  wekome  ;  and  thofe  who  want  it  the 
jneft,  always  like  it  the  leaft.  I  hope  that  your  want  of 
experience,  which  you  mufl  be  confcious  of,  will  convince 
you  that  you  want  advice  ;  and  that  your  good  fenfe  wiU 
Incline  you  to  follow  it. 

Tell  me  how  you  pafs  you?  leifure  hours  at  Leipfig  :  i 
know  you  have  not  many  ;  and  I  have  too  good  an  opi- 
nion of  you,  to  think,  that  at  this  age,  you  would  defire 
more.  Have  you  -iiismblies,  cr  public  fpedacles  ?  and  of 
what  kind  arc  they  ?  Whatever  they  are,  fee  them  all  t 
feeing  every  thing,  U  the  only  way  not  to  admire  any 
thing  too  much. 

If  you  ever  take  up  littlfi  tale-books,  to  amufe  you  hy 
fnatches,  I  will  lecommend  two  French  books,  which  I 
have  already  raentroned  j  they  will  entertain  you,  and  not 
without  fome  ufe  to  ybur  mind  and  your  manners.*  One 
is.  La  msniers  de  hten  penjsr  dans  les  owvrages  d'e/priis 
written  by.  Fere  Bouhoun  :  1  believe  you  read  it  once  in 
England,  with  Monfieur  Codcrc  ;  but  I  think  that  yoa 
will  do  ^ell  to  read  it  again,  as  I  know  of  no  book  that 
will  form  your  ta^e  better.  The  other  is,  V /^ri  de  plain 
dam  la  Ctn'verfation^  by  the  Abbe  de  BelUgarde  ;  and  is 
ay  no  means  ufelefs,  though  I  will  not  pretend  to  fay  tha'^ 
the  art  of  plealing  can  be  reduced  to  a  receipt  ;  if  it  cou!d, 
i  am  fure  that  receipt  would  be  worth  purchafing  at  any 
price,  Good'fenfe  and  good-nature  are  the  principal  in- 
gredients ;  and  your  own  obfervirtion,  and  the  good  ad- 
vice of  others,  muft  give  the  right  celour  and  tade  to  k^ 
Adieu  \  I  ihall  always  kve  you  as  you  ihall  defei  ve. 
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LETTER      CVir. 

London,  Februaiy  the  9th,  O.  S.   174S. 
DEAR  BOY, 

YOU  will  receive  this  letter,  not  from  a  Secretary  of 
State,  but  from  a  private  man  ;  for  whoai,  at  this 
tiraecf  life,  quiet  was  as  fit,  and  as  ncceflary,  as  labour 
«nd  activity  are  for  you  at  your  age  and  for  many  years 
it'iW  (o  come.  I  resigned  the  feais,  Jail  Saturday,  to  ths 
King  ;  who  parted  with  me  moft  graci^ufly,  and  (I  may 
add,  for  he  faid  fo  himfelf)  with  regret.  As  I  retire  froflfc 
hurry  to  qaier,  and  to  enjoy  at  my  e&fc  the  comforts  of 
private  and  fecial  life,  you  will  eafiiy  imagioe  that  I  have 
no  thoughts'  of  oppolidon,  cr  meddliag  with  bufinefs, 
Otium  cum  dignitatem  is  my  obje6l.  The  former  \  ROv/ 
enjoy  ;  and  1  hope  that  ray  condud  and  charader  entitle 
me  to  fome  fliare  of  the  latter.  In  ihort,  I  am  no^  hap- 
py ;  and  I  found  that  I  could  not  be  fo  in  my  former  pub- 
lic fituatioti. 

As  I  like  yo^jr  correfpondence  better  than  that  of  all  the 
Kings,  Princes,  and  Miniilers  in  Europe,  I  (hall  now  have 
kifure  to  carry  it  on  more  regularly.  My  letters  to  yoa 
will  be  wricien,  I  am  fure,  by  me,  and,  i  hope,  read  by 
you,  with  pleafure  ;  which,  I  believe,  feldern  happens, 
leciprocally,  to  letters  written  from  and  to  a  Secretary's 
oiHce. 

Do  not  apprehepd  that  my  retirement  f-om  boilners 
may  be  a  hindrance  to  your  advancement  in  it,  at  a  pro« 
per  time  :  on  the  contrary,  it  will  promote  it  ;  f.>r,  ha- 
ving nothing  to  aik  for  myfel.^,  I  Ihall  have  ihs  betcer 
title  to  aflc  for  you.  But  you  h*ve  Hill  a  furer  way  than 
this,  of  rifmg^  and  which  is  v^ holly  in  your  own  power. 
Make  yourfeif  necelTary  ;  which,  with  your  natural  p?rts, 
you  may,  by  ^application,  do.  We  are  in  gerier-ii,  in 
England,  ignorant  of  foreign  cF-^irs  ;  and  of  the  iMtriiis, 
vie^vs,  preieRfions,  and  policy,  of oih-er  Courts/  Tha:i3:t 
of  knowledge  never  enters  into  our  thoughts,  n  r  iri-^kes 
part  of  our  education  :•  for  whick  reafon,  v^e  h  =  ve  v-^Mt.r 
proper  fubj^'i^s  for  foreign  commifiions,  Itan  any  o  jer 
-country  in  Europe  ;  and,  when  foreign  :i.ifair.,  happ'n  to 
lie  debated  in  Parliament,  it  is  incredible  with  ho.v  much 
igflQrance.     T'nz  karvcH  .of  fo/ciga  aif*iirs    h&ir>g  then    fo 

great, 
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great,  and  the  !aboofer«  Co  few  ;  if  yen  roake  yoarfelf 
rj^ftcr  of  ihero^  ycu  will  make  youf /elf  aeceffary  ;  ftril  a» 
9i  forejgo,  and  then  as  a  domeftic  Minifter,  for  tiiat  de- 
partment, 

I  am  extfemely  well  |>leafed  with  the  account  you  give 
i^^of  the  aliotmetfct  of  your  time.  I^o  but  goon  Co  for 
two  yews  liouger^  and  I  v^iil  zOk  n»  more  of  you.  Year 
iaboun  will  be  their  own  reward  ;  but  if  you:  defirc  any 
other  that  I  can  add*  yea  may  depend  upon  it 

1  am  gild  that  you  perceive  the  indecency  and  tarptttide 
of  thofe  Qfyour  C«mmeft/au»,  who  difgrace  and  foul  them- 
fclvcs  with  dirty  w-«-"S  and  fcoundrel  gamefiers  And 
thQ  light  in  which  J  I  am  fure,  you  fee  all  jcafonable  and 
diectnt  people:  CQn.fider  them,  will  be  a  good  warning  to 
yQU,:    Adieu- 
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London,  February  the  itthjO.  §.  174S. 
PEAR  BOY,. 
"^7  uUR  laft  letter   gave  me  a  very  fatisfa^oiy  accoont: 
j|     of  your  Riaaner  of  employing  your  time  at    Leipfigv 
QjQ  on  fo  but  for  two  years  more,  and  I  pron^ife  yoo  that 
you^wijl   purga  all  the   people  of  your  age  an^fi  time*     I' 
thank  you   far   your    explication   of   the  Schriftfoffen.  and 
y'mptjnjfen  y  and  pray  Jet    me    know    the  meaning  of-   the 
i.mdjajjf^n      Ism    very  billing    that   you.   (houJd  take  a 
ijaxoh  iervant,  who  fpeaks    r40thing   but  German  ;,  which 
Villi    bs      a    fure    way  of  keeping^   up      your    Gerryisn^, 
after  you  leave    Germany.     But  theoj,  I    weuld   neither 
>.ave  tnat  man,  nor  hitn  whom   you  have  already,  put  out 
of  livery  ;  »*'hich  mskes  them  both  inDpcrtinent  and  ufejefs. 
1.  am  fure,  that  ?s  foen  as  you  fhall  have  taken   the  other 
Servant,  your  prefen!  man  will  prf  fs  fX?reme!y  ro  he  cur  of 
livery,  arc'  valet  de  cljamhre  ;  which  is  as  mnch  as  to  fay, 
that  he  will  curl  your  hair,  and    fliave  you,   but   not  con*, 
defcend  to  ^o   any    thing    eife.     I  therefore   ftdvife    you, 
»]ever    to    hgve  a  f^rvant  out  of  livery  ;  and?  though  ycti 
may  not  al^'p.ys    think    proper  to    carry  the  iervant,   who 
drelTes  ycu,  abroad  in  the  rain  and  dirr,    behind  a    Go?.ch,, 
f)r  before  a  chair  ;  yet  keep  it  in  your    power  to  co  i^^    if 
y£:«  pjeafe^,  by  keeping  him  in  livery.  \ 
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thave  feen  Monfieur  and  Madame  Flemming  5  wlio 
give  me  a  very  good  account  of  you,  and  your  manner  ; 
which,  to  tell  you  the  plain  truth,  were  what  I  doubted 
of  the  moft.  She  told  me,  that  you  were  cafy,  and  not 
alhamcd  ;  which  is  a  great  ocal  for  an  Englifiiroan,  at 
your  age. 

i  fet  out  for  the  Bath  to-morrow,  for  a  month  ;  only  to 
be  better  than  well,  and  to  enjoy  in  quiet  the  liberty 
which  I  have  acquired  by  the  refignaiion  of  the  feais. 
You  (hall  hear  from  m©  more  at  large  frbm  thence  ;  and 
now  gocd  night  to  you. 


LETTER      CIX. 

Bath,  February  the  16th,  O.  S.  1748. 
DEAR  BOY, 

THE  fi^ft  ufe  that  I  made  of  my  -liberty,  was  to  come 
hither,  where  I  arrived  yefterday.  My  health, 
though  not  fundamentally  bad,  yet,  for  want  of  proper 
attention  of  late,  wanted  fume  repairs,  which  thefe  waters 
never  fail  giving  it.  I  ihall  drink  them  a  month,  and 
return  to  London  ;  there  to  enjoy  the  comforts  ©f  fecial 
Mfe,  inftead  of  groaning  under  the  load  of  bufinefs.  I 
have  given  the  defcription  of  the  life  that  I  propoie  to 
?ead  for  the  future,  in  this  motto,  which  I  have  put  up  in 
the  frize  of  my  library  in  my  new  houfe  : 

Nunc  'veferum  librhj.  nunc  fomntt,  it  tnsrfihus  horif, 
Ducire  Jollicitte  jucunda  dhli-jia  njit^s, 

?  muft  obferve  to  you,  upon  this  occafion,  that  the  un- 
interrupted fatisfadion  which  I  expeft  to  find  in  that  li- 
brary,  will  be  chiefly  owing  to  my  having  employed  {6m€. 
part  of  my  life  well  at  your  age.  I  wift  I  had  employed 
it  better,  and  my  fatisfaftion  would  row  he  complete  ; 
but,  however,  I  planted,  while  young,  that  degree  of 
knowledge  which  is  now  my  refuge  ar*d  rt?y  ihelter. 
Make  your  plantations  fiill  more  exfenfive  ;  they  will 
tnore  than  pay  you  for  your  trouble.  I  do  not  regret  the 
time  that  1  paffed  in  pleafure*  ;  they  were  feafonable, 
they  were  the  pleafures  of  youth,  and  1  enjoyed  them 
ii:hilc  young.  If  I  had  net,  I  fhould  prcbabiy  have  over- 
valued 
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•yaloed  them  new,  as  we  are  very  apt  to  ^©  what  we  i& 
ROtknow  :  but,  knowing  them  as  I  do,  I  know  tbeir  real 
valoe,'  and  how  inach  they  sre  generaUy  over-ratecl. 
Nor  do  I  regret  the  time  that  I  have  paiFed  in  bufinefs,  for 
the  fame  reafon  :  thofe  who  fee  only  the  outfidc  of  it, 
imagine  that  it  has  hidden  charms,  which  they  pant  after ; 
and  npihing  bat  acquaintance  oan  undeceive  them.  I, 
who  have  been  behind  the  fcenes  feoth  of  pleafiire  and  bu- 
finefs,  and^have  feen  all  the  firings  and  pullies  of  thofe 
decorations  which  aftonifh  and  daz^el  the  aui^ience,  retire, 
»ot  only  without  regret,  but  with  contentment  and  fatis- 
faftion.  But  what  [do,  and  'ever  fhall,  regret,  is  the 
time  which,  while  young,  I  loft  m  mere  idlenefs,  and  in 
doing  nothing.  This  is  the  common  effect  of  the  incon- 
fideracy  of  youth,  againft  which  (  beg  you  will  be  meH 
carefully  upon  your  guard.  The  value  ef  moments, 
when  caft  up,  is  immenfe,  if  well  employed  ;  if  thrown 
away,  their  lofs  is  irrecoverable.  Every  moment  may  be 
put  to  fome  ufe,  and  that  vvi^k  much  mere  pleafure  than 
nnemp'oyed.  Do  cot  imagine,  tbar,  by  the  employ ment 
©f  lime,  I  mean  an  uninterrupted  application  to  ferious 
fludies.  No  ;  p!e?tfures  are,  at  proper  times,  both  as  ne- 
eefTary  and  as  ufsful  :  they  fafhion  and  form  you  for  the 
world  ;  they  teach  yea  charafters,  and  ihow  you  the  hu- 
man heart  in  its  unguarded  minutes.  But  then  remem- 
ber  to  make  that  ufe  of  them.  I  have  known  many  peo- 
ple,, from  lazinefs  of  mind,  go  through  both  pleafure  and 
buianefs  with  equal  inattention  ;  neither  erjoying  the  one, 
nor  doing  the  other  :  thinking  thenifelves  men  of  pleafure, " 
becaufe  they  were  mingkd  with  thofe  who  were  ;  and  men 
of  bufjnefs,  becaufe  they  had  bufmefs  to  do,  though  they 
did  r\ot  GO  it.  Whatever  yea  do,  do  it  to  the  purpofe  ; 
do  it  thoroughly,  not  fuperlieially.  jipfrof<indt£'ex,,  go  to 
the  bottem  of  things.  Any  thing  half  done,  or  half 
known,  is,  in  my  mind,  neither  done  nor  kr^o*i?/n  at  a'l  : 
nay  worfe  ;  for  it  of.en  mifleads.  There  is  hardly  any 
place,  cr  any  corripany,  %vhere  you  may  not  gain  know- 
ledge, if  you  pleafe  ;  ala^oft  every  body  knowj.  fome  one 
thing,  and  15  g^ad  to  talk  upoa  that  one  thing.  Seek  and 
you  will  find,  in  this  world  ss  well  as  in  the  next.  Sec 
€>.*  y  thing,  inquire  into  every  thing  :  and  you  may  ex- 
cufeyour  curiofuy,  and  the  qudiions  you  afk,  which  other. 

wir<; 
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wife  might  be  thought  impertinent,  by  your  manner  ©f 
afk'mg  chem  ;  {qt  moll  things  depend  a  great  deal  upoa 
the  manner.  As  for  example  :  /  am  afraid  that  I  am 
very  trouble/ome  *witb  my  qutfiiontt  iut  nobody  can  inform 
mefo  luell  as  you  ;  or  foraething  of  that  kind. 

Now  that  you  are  in  a  Lutheran  country,  go  to  their 
churches,  and  obfervc  the  manner  of  their  publk:  worship  j 
attend  to  their  ceremonies,  and  inquire  tha  meaning  and 
intention  of  every  one  of  them.  And,  as  yoa  will  fooa 
underftand  German  well  enough,  attend  to  their  fermans, 
and  obferve  their  manner  of  preaching.  Inform  yoorfclf 
oi  their  church-government;  whether  it  re  fides  in  the 
Sovereign,  or  in  Confiftories  and  Synods  :  Whence  arifes 
the  maintainaace  of  their  Clergy  ;  whether  from  tythed* 
as  in  England  ;  or  from  voluntary  contributions,  or  f(Om 
penfions  from  ihs  State.  Do  the  fame  thing  when  yoa 
are  in  Roman  Catholic  countries  :Go  to  their  churches, 
fee  all  their  ceremonies  ;  aik  the  rtieaning  '^f  them,  geS 
the  terms  explained  to  yeu.  As  for  inftance  ;  Prime, 
Tierce,  Sexte,  Nones,  Mattias,  Angelus,  High  Mafs, 
Vefpers,  Complies,  ^c.  Inform  yourfelfcf  their  feveral 
religious  Oiders,  their  Founders,  their  Rules,  their  Vows, 
tehir  Habits,  their  Revenues,  ^r,  Bu^  when  you  frequent 
places  of  public  worihip,  as  I  would  have  you  g;o  to  all 
the  different  ones  y«a  meet  with,  leffiember,  that,  how* 
ever  erroneous,  tbey  are  none  of  them  objei5ls  of  laughter 
and  ridicule,  Honeil  error  is  to  be  pitied,  not  ridiculed. 
The  ebje£l  of  all  the  public  worfliips  in  the  world  is  the 
fame  ;  it  is  ihat  great  Eternal  Being,  who  creatid  every 
thing.  The  diff^jrent  manners  of  worlhip  are  by  no  means 
fubjuds  of  lidieule.  Each  {ti\  thinks  its  own  the  beft  % 
and  I  know  no  infallible  judge,  in  this  werld,  to  c'ecide 
which  is  the  beft.  "Make  tlie  fame  inqairigs,  whfrevey 
you  are,  concerning  the  revenues,  the  tralirary  eihblifh^ 
ment,  the  trade,  the  coa-imerce^  and  the  police,  of  every 
country.  And  you  would  do  well  to  keep  a  blank  paper- 
book,  which  the  Germans  call  ^x\  Album  ;  and  there,  in- 
ftead  of  dffinng,  as  they  do,  every  foei  they  meer  wirh, 
to  fcrihble  ibme  hing,  wriie  down  all  ih.-ie  things,  as 
foon  as  'C^?:'^  come  to  your  knowledge  frcir;  good  aothoriues, 
I  had  ahiioii  fof-gotten  one  thing,  which  I  would  re- 
eomiueiid  ais  an  objcvl  for  ycur  curiolity  and  information  : 

that 
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that  is,  the  Adtninidration  of  Juftlce  ;  which,  asjt  is  a1« 
ways  carried  on  in  open  Court,  yoa  may,  and  i  would 
have  you,  go  and  fee  it,  with  attention  and  inquiry. 

I  have  now  but  one  anxiety  left,  which  is  concerning 
you.  I  would  have  you  be,  what  I  know  nobody  ia^ 
perfcft.  As  that  is  impoffible,  I  would  have  you  as  near 
pcrfedion  as  poffible.  I  know  nobody  in  a  fairer  way 
towards  it  than  yourfelf,  if  you  pleafe.  Never  were  (o 
much  pains  taken  for  any  body's  education  as  for  yours; 
&nd  never  had  any  body  thofe  opportunities  of  knowledge 
and  improvement  which  you  have  had,~and  ilill  have.  X 
^hope,  I  wilh,  I  doubt,  and  I  fear,  alternately.  This 
only  I  am  fure  of,  that  you  will  prove  either  the  grcatefl 
pain  or  the  grcatefl  pleafure  of       Yours, 
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Bath,  February  the  22d,  O.  S.  174S. 
DEAR  BOY, 

EVery  excellency,  and  every  virtue,  has  its  kindred 
vice  or  weaknefs  ;  and,  if  carried  beyond  certain 
bounds,  finks  into  the  one  or  the  other,  Generofity  often 
runs  into  Profufion,  Otconomy  into  Avarice,  Courage  into 
Raftinefs,  Caution  into  timidity,  and  fo  on  ; — infoRiuch 
that,  I  believe,  there  is  more  judgment  required  for  the 
prober  conduct  of  our  virtues,  than  for  avoiding  their  ap* 
pofite  vices.  Vice,  in  its  true  light  is  {0  deformed,  that 
it  fhocks  us  at  fir  11  fight  ;  and  would  hardly  ever  feduce 
us,  if  it  did  not  at  fir  ft  wear  the  malk  of  fome  virtue. 
But  virtue  is  in  itfelf  fo  beautiful,  that  it  charms  us  at  iirft 
iight  ;  engages  us  more  and  more,  upon  further  acquain- 
tance ;  and,  as  with  other  Beauties,  we  think  excefs  im- 
psffible  :  it  is  here  that  judgment  is  neceffary,  to  mode- 
rate  and  dircft  the  effeds  of  an  excellent  caufe.  I  (hil! 
apply  this  reafoning,  at  prefent,  not  to  any  particular  vir- 
tue, but  to  an  excellency,  which,  for  want  of  judgrnent;, 
is  .often  the  caufe  of  ridiculous  and  blameable  efFeds  :  I 
mean,  gr'^ac  Learnifig  ;  which,  if  not  accompanied  with 
found  judgment,  frequently  carries  us  into  Error,  Pride, 
|ind  Perantry.  As  i  hope  you  will  pefTefs  that  excellency 
iniu  utaoft  sxrtnt,  a»id  v&:  vvitbcu;  its  too  Ci:?nimGn  fail- 
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ings  ;  ths  hints,  which  my  experience  can  TuggeR,  may 
probably  not  fee  ufeiefs  to  you. 

Same  learned  men,  proud  of  their  knowledge,  only 
fpeak  to^^ecide,  and  give  judgement  without  appeal.  The 
confeqaenee  of  which  is,  that  mankind,  provoked  by  the 
infuU,  and  irjured  by  the  opprelHon,  revoH  ;  and,  in  order 
to  fiiaks  off  the  tyranny,  even  call  the  laivful  authority  in 
Queition.  The  more  you  know,  the  modelter  yoa  ihould 
bs  :  and  (by  the  bye)  that  mbdcfty  is  the  fLH-eil  way  of 
gratifying  your  vanity.  Even  where  yoa  are  fure,  feetia 
rather  doubtful  :  reprefenr,  but  do  not  pronounce  ;  and, 
if  yoa  would  convince  others,  feem  opfn  io  cjnvidioa 
ytiuiTelt.  , 

Others,  to  (how  their  learning,  or  often  from  the  pre« 
judices  of  a  fch^ol- education,  where  they  hear  of  nothing 
elfe,  are  always  talking  of  the  Ancients  as  foTnething  more 
than  men,  and  of  the  Moderns  as  fomeihing  lefs.  They 
are  never  wi'hout  a  Claific  or  two  in  their  pockets  ;  tlmf 
ftick  to  the  old  good  f£r\fe  ;  they  read  none  of  the  modern, 
trafh  ;  and  wiJl  (how  you  plain!)',  that  no  improvement 
has  been  made  in  any  one  zn  or  icience  thefe  laft  feven  » 
teen  hundred  years.  I  would  by  no  mearas  havd  you  dii- 
©wn  your  acquaintance  with  the  Ancients  ;  bat  Hill  lefs 
would  I  have  you  brag  of  an  excluiive  intimacy  with  them. 
Speak  of  the  Moderns  without  contempt,  and  of  the  An- 
cients without  idolatry  ;  jjdge  them  all  by  their  mc:':i-^ 
but  not  bv  their  ages  ;  and  if  you  happen  to  have  an  E.- 
zevir  claffic  in  your  pocket,  neither  fnow  it  nor  mentronic. 

Some  great  Scholars,  moil  abfurdly,  draw  ail  their  max* 
ims,  both  for  public  and  private  life,  from  what  they  csU 
Parallel  Cafes  in  ihe  ancient  authors  ;  without  confideririg^ 
that,  in  the  firft  place,  there  never  were,  fince  the  cres.ti- 
on  of  the  world,  t\wo  cafes  exadly  parallel  :  and.  in  the 
next  place,  that  there  never  was  a  cafe  ilated,  or  even 
known,  by  any  Hiilorian,  with  everyone  ofitsciicam* 
llances  ;  which,  however  ought  to  be  known,  is  orc^er  to 
be  reafoned  from.  Reafon  upon  th-e -cafe  irfelf,  aod  the 
ieveral  circumftances  chat  attend  it,  and  &&:  aacordingly  | 
but  not  from  the  authority  of  amcienc  P.»t;'S  or  Hiilori-^ns. 
Take  into  your  confideratiort,  if  you  pleafSj  c:i^ts  fee trring- 
ly  .jnalagous  ;  but  take  them  as  h-^lpsxsnl)',  rr^t  ^s  guide?. 
Wq  are  really  ib  prejudiced  hy  ouredutcstic^as,  that,  «5  ih^ 
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AncUn^-s  deified  their  Heroes,  we  delfyi  (heir  Madmen  5 
cf"  which,  with  all  due  regard  to  antiquity,  I  take  Lconi- 
ifi$  and  Curcius  to  have  been  two  diftinguiihed  ones.  And 
yet  a  folid  Pedant  would,  in  a  fpeech  in  Parliament  rela- 
tivf  to  a  tax  of  two  pence  in  the  pound  upon  forae  com- 
modity or  other,  qwote  thofe  two  heroes  as  examples  of 
what  wc  ought  to  do  and  fufFer  for  oar  country.  I  have 
known  thcfe  abrurdiiies  carried  fo  far  by  people  of  injudi- 
cious learning,  that  I  ihouid  not  be  furprifed,  if  fome  of 
them  we?e  to  propofe,  while  we  arc  at  War  with  the 
Gauls,  that  a  number  of  geeCe  ihouli  be  kept  in  the 
Tower,  upon  account  of  the  infinite  advantage  which 
Rome  received,  in  a  parallel  cafe y  from  a  certain  number 
of  geefe  ic  the  Capitol.  This  way  of  reafoning,  and  ihis 
way  of  fpeaking,  will  always  form  a  poor  politician,  and 
a  puerile  declaimer. 

There  is  another  fpecies  of  learned  men,  who,  though 
Jefs  dogmatical  and  fupercilious,  are  not  \^{%  impertinent, 
Thefe  are  the  communicative  and  ihining  Pedants  ;  whe 
adorn  their  converfation,  even  with  women,  by  happy 
quotations  of  Greek  and  Latin  ;  and  who  have  contracted 
fuch  a  familiarity  with  the  Greek  and  Roman  authors,  that 
they  call  them  by  certain  names  or  epithets  dcnutirg  in- 
timacy ;  as  eld  Homer  ;  that  y?v  r^gtte  Horace  ;  Mare, 
jnilead  of  Virgil  j  ai^d  A'^s/tf,  iniiead  of  Ovid.  Thefe  are 
cfren  imitated  by  coxcombs,  who  have  no  learning  at  all  ; 
but  who  have  got  f^me  naaies  »nd  foms  fcraps  of  ancient 
authors  by  heart,  which  they  improperly  and  impertinent- 
Jy  retail  in  all  companies,  in  hopes  of  pafiing  for  fcholars. 
if,  thtrefore,  you  would  avoid  the  accufation  of  pedantry 
on  one  hand,  ©r  the  fufpicion  of  ignorance  on  the  {jCiitr^ 
abflain  from  learned  often tation.  Speak  the  language  of 
the  company  that  you  are  in  ;  fpeak  it  purely,  and  unlard- 
ed  with  any  other.  Never  {eem  vvrfer,  nor  more  learned, 
than  the  people  you  are  with.  Wear  your  learning,  Hke. 
your  watch,  in  a  private  pocket  ;  and  do  not  puli  it  ouf^, 
£,nd  Itrike  it,  merely 'to  fliow  that  you  have  cue.  If  yea 
'^ije  f.&ed  what  o'clock  it  is,  tell  it  ;  but  do  not  proc'aini 
31  hcirrly  a^d  unaik^d,  like  the  wacchman. 

Urmi  the  whole,  rcmtniber  that  learning  (I  mcanGreik 
a^.'i  Roman  learning)  ii  a  moA  uieful  and'-neceffay  orna 
m2;:.C,~  whi'.h  it  is  fha'neful    v^i    £c    be  m.iils.r  o'f ;   but  ;:-: 

.  -  &^ 
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the  fama  time,'mo^  carefully  avoid  thofe  errors  and  abu- 
fes  which  I  have  raentioBed,  and  which  too  often  attend 
it.  Remember  too,  that  great  modern  knovvledlge  is  ftill 
more  neceffary  than  ancient  ;  and  that  yoa  had  better 
know  perfectly  the  prefent  ihin  the  old  llate  of  Europe  ; 
thf9u^h  I  would  have  you  well  acquainted  with  both. 

I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the  i/th,  N. 
S.  Though,  I  confefg,  there  is  no  great  variety  ia  your 
prefent  manner  of  life,  yet  materials  can  never  be  wanting 
for  a  letter  :  you  f?e,  you  hear,  or  yov  read,  foaiething 
new  every  day  ;  a  fhort  accoant  f)f  which*  with  your  own 
reflections  thereupon,  will  make  out  a  letter  very  well. 
But,  fince  ycu  defjtc  a  fubje^,  pray  fend  me  an  account 
of  the  Luiheran  eiiabiiihment  in  Germany  ;  their  religi' 
ous  tenets,  their  church  government,  the  maintenance,  au- 
tifiority,  and  titles  of  their  Clergy. 

Fitforio  Srri,  complete,  is  a  very  f:arce  t»nd  very  itzr 
book  here  ;  but  I  do  not  want  ir.  If  your  owa  library 
grows  too  voluminous,  yoa  will  not  know  what  to  do  with 
it  when  yoa  leave  Leipfig.  Your  beil  way  will  be,  when 
you  go  from  thence,  to  fend  to  England,  by  Hamburgh, 
all  the  books  that  you  do  not  abfalatsly  want.     Yours. - 


LETTER      CXI. 

Bath,  March  tie  lil,  O.  S,   1748. 
DEAR  BOY, 

BY  Mr.  Harte.'s  letter  to  Mr.  Grevankop,  of  the  2i{> 
of  Febraary,  N.  S.  I  End,  that  you  had  be-'^n  a 
great  whi-e  without  receiving  aj)y  letters  frotis  ma;  hi^t, 
by  this  tiiTie,  I  d-y.xt  (^iy^  you  think  y3u  have  received  c-- 
nough,  and  posTib'y  more  than  you  have  read  ;  for  1  am  not 
only  a  frequent,  bat  a  prolix  corru-rpondent. 

Mr.  hl^rkt  fays,  in  that  let  er,  th'st  h^  looks  upon  Pro- 
ffffor  Mafcow  to  be  one  of  the  ableU:  Riea  in  Europe,  in 
treaty  and  poUtic.il  knowledgt-.  \  am  ex;rcn:c!y  g'^'-d  of 
it  :  far  that  is  what  I  would  hive  y&j  p -./tfcu-drly  applf 
to,  and  make  ycuneif  perfu'<?t  msfter  of.  The  ire:ity  psr; 
you  muil  diit-ny  acquire  by  reading  the  treaues  theinfeive.s, 
and  the  hiilories  and  memoirs  relative  to  them  :  not  b«JS: 
that  in(2airi€s  aid  converfations,    upon  thife  treaties,  wiU 

help 
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fielp  you  greatly,  and  imprint  them  better  in  your  min??» 
la  this  courfecf  reading,  do  not  perplex  yourfelf,  at  firft, 
by  the  inultitude  of  ir.fignificant  treaties  which  are  to  be 
found  in  tfce  Corps  Diflotnati^ue  ;  but  fiick  to  the  material 
ones,  which  altered  the  flate  of  Europe,  and  made  a  new 
sifangement  among  the  great  powers  :  fuch  as  the  trea- 
ties of  Muniler,  Nimeguen,  RyTwick,  and  Utretch. 

But  there  is  one  part  of  poljiicaJ  knovvledge,  which  is 
only  to  be  had  by  inquiry  aj^d  converfacion  ;  that  is,  the 
prelent  {late  of  every  Power  in  Europe,  with  regard  ta  the 
three  iitsportant  points  of  Strength,  Revenue,  and  Com- 
xnerce.  You  will,  theretore,  do  well,  while  you  are  in 
Germany,  to  inforin  yourfelf  carefully  of  the  n^ilitary 
tbrce,  the  reversues,  and  the  commerce,  of  every  Prince  and 
State  of  the  Empire  ;  and  to  v^rite  down  thQte  informati- 
ons in  a  little  book,  kept  for  that  paiticuiar  ,  purpofe. 
To  give  you  a  fpecimen  of  what  I  mean  ; 
The  Elee^arate  of  Hiocver. 

7  he  revenue  is  about  £,  500  coo  a  year. 

The  military  efiablifnn^ent,  in  tin^e  of  war,  may  be  a^ 
bout  25,000  nien  ;  but  ihat  is  the  utmoft. 

The  trade  is  chicfiy  Hr;en&,  e^xported  from  Stada, 

I'here  st^  CGarre  wooka    Hiariufaduies    for    home-con* 
fumption. 

The  ruir-e.;^  of  Har'.z  produce  &bbut-j^..    ico.ooo  in    fil- 
ver,  annually. 

Such  i<'(orn.acir.tis  \cu  may  very  eafily  get,  by  proper 
i4:qu;ries,  of  pvei-y  Siate  in  Gcrmar^y,  if  you  will  but  pre- 
fer i)feful  to  ftivolous  cor.veri^.fi'?r»s. 

TUi'ie  sif-  many  Pnrce?,  i?^  (-sn-^any,  who  kefp  \try  few 
or  10  =K-.cp5  uuie-E  ufon  the  sppr'  2ch  of  danger,  or  for 
the  fi^Lt  rf  prcfif,  b^  letting  thejT  oll^  ft  r  fn^fidies,  te  great 
powers  ;  in  that  cafif.',  you  will  irfoim  yoLilelf  \vhat  num- 
ber of  troops  thev  cculd  xi'Sie,  eJt? -r  f:.^  iheii  own  defence,, 
or  fnrnTfh  to  (rhi-r  Fewer?  f<n  u  ::  •  ■   '  ' 

There  is  very  Juiie  iro.'K'-  --:i  K.ht)i:e  uie,  in  nc- 

qeirifig  ihif  knov.l<-dge,      I  to    nie   C-vs^  to  be    a 

CTOre  tnteiti-ining  ftibj  O  to  c  .:<  i.-n-?)  than  la  plwe  et  h 
h&au  iems. 

Thoogh  I  ara  fenfible  thefe  tbirg?  cr.nnct  be  knc^/n 
«'uh  the  lumcll  ix-i^nefs,  at  leaft  by'you  ;  yet  ycu  may, 
lowcvcr,  get  fo  near  the  tiUth^    thai  d.c  d^iiereiitfi  will  be 
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Ffay  let  me  k;now  if  the  Roman  Catholic  worfiaip  is 
tolerated  in  Saxony  any  where  but  at  Court  ;  and  if  pub- 
lic mafs  homfes  are  allowed  any  where  elfe  in  the  E-eiSlo- 
yate.  Are  the  regular  Ronaiih  Clergy  allowed  ;  and  have 
they  any  convents  ? 

Are  there  any  milit;5ry  Orders  in  Saxony,  and  what  ? 
Is  the  Whi;e  Eagle  a  Saxon  or  a  Poiifh  Order  ?  Upon 
what  occalion,  and  when  was  it  founded  ?  What  nunjber 
of  Knights   ? 

Adieu  i  God  blefs  you  ;  and  may  ycu  torn  cut  what  I 
wilh  ! 


•  ,L    E    T    T    E    R       CXII. 

Bath,  March  the  oth,  O.  S.  1748. 
DEAR  BOY, 

IMusT,  from  time  to  time,  remind  you  of  what  I  have 
often  recommended  to  you,  and  cf  wha*.  you  cannot 
attend  to  to©  much  ;  j aerifies  to  the  Graces,  ,The  dife- 
jent  €fFei5ts  of  the  faine  things,  faid  or  dor.e,  when  accom- 
panied or  abandoned  by  them,  is  almoil  inconceivable. 
They  prepare  the  way  to  the  heart  ;  and  -he  heart  has 
fach  an  influence  over  the  anderilanding,  that  it  is  worth 
while  to  engage  it  in  our  irvtered.  It  is  the  whole  of  wo- 
ruen,  who  are  guided  by  nothing  clfc  j  and  it  has  io  much 
to  fay,  even  withirnen,  and  the  ab'eftmen  too,  that  it 
commonly  triumphs  in  every  ll.ruggls  with  the  underlland- 
ifsg.  Moniieur  de  Roch«f:>ucaulr,  in  his  Maxims,  fays, 
that  I'efprit  eji  fowvent  la  e^-'jie  du  ccsur.  l^^  he  had  faid, 
in  {lead  of  fowveyit^-prpfque  t;-ujours,  I  h^r  he  would  have 
been  nearer  the  truth.  This  being  the  cafe,  aim  at  the 
hear:.  Intrindc  m^rit  alone  will  nor  do  :  it  will  gain  yoa 
ihe  genera]  eileem  of  all  ;  bat  not  the  particfi'ar  affeflion^ 
fhat  is  the  heart,  of  any.  To  engage  the  aff  £lion  of  any 
particular  perfoo,  you  muil;,  over  and  above  your  general 
merit:»  ha.ve  fome  particular  D^.eric  to  that  pcrfon,  by  fervi- 
ces  doi-e  or  efFere''],  by  expreFu-'fis  "of  reg^fd  and  efleem, 
by  ccmp'aifance,  attentioms,  if.-c.  for  hiai  :  and  the  grace- 
ful manner  of  doing  all  th' fe  ':hing5  opens  the  viay  to  the 
hesi-t  ;  and'  facilitates,  er  rather  snfures,  their  effedls. 
5'ron\  your  own   obfervation,    refjed  whac  a    difagieej'bje 
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impreSiofl  an  awkward  ad(3refi,  a  fiovenly  figure,  an  un- 
gr-ictfui  manner  of  fpeaking,  whether  fluttering,  mutter- 
ing, onor^otony,  or  drawling,  an  unattentive  behaviour, 
k^c,  make  upon  you  at  firft  fight  in  a  ftranger  ;  and  how 
they  prejudice  )ou  againft  him,  though,  for  ought  you 
know,  he  may  have  great  intrinfic  fenfe  and  merit  :  And 
refleft,  on  the  other  hand,  how  much  the  oppofites  of  all 
thefe  things  prep^f^i^s  you,  at  firll  fight,  in  favour  of 
thofe  who  enjoy  ikem.  You  wilh  to  find  all  gecd  quali- 
ties in  :hem»  and  are  in  {ome  degree  difappointcd  if  you 
do  not.  A  thoufand  little  things,  not  feparately  to  be  de- 
fined, confpire  to  form  thefe  Graces,  this  ^^  ns/faij  quei^ 
that  always  pleafes  A  pretty  pcrfon  ;  genteel  motions  ; 
a  proper  degree  of  ^<qU  j  an  harmonious  voice  ;  fome- 
thing  open  and  cheerful  in  ths  countenance,  but  without 
laughing  ;  a  dillinft  and  properly  varied  manner  ©f  fpeak- 
ing  :  ail  thefe  things,  and  many  others,  are  nece/Tary  in- 
gredients in  the  compefition  of  the  pleafing  je  ne  f^ah 
^aoi,  which  every  body  feel?,  though  nobody  can  defcnbe. 
Gbferve  carefully,  then,  what  difpleafes  ©r  pleafes  you  in 
Others  ;  and  be  perfuaded,  that,  in  general,  the  fame 
things  will  pleafe  or  difpleafe  them  in  you.  Havi-ng  men- 
tioned laughing,  I  mufl:  particularly  warn  you  a^ainil  it  : 
9nd  I  could  heartily  wifli,  that  you  may  often  be  feen  to 
fmile,  but  never  heard  to  laugh  while  you  live.  Frequent 
and  loud  laughter  is  the  charaderiPic  of  folly  and  ill  man- 
ners :  it  is  the  manner  in  which  the  mob  exprfefs  their 
£lly  joy,  at  filly  things  ;  and  they  call  it  being  merry. 
In  my  mind,  there  is  nothing  fo  illifeera^,  nnd  fo  ilKbred, 
a5~.audible  laughter.  True  wir,  or  fcni'e,  never  yet  made 
any  body  laugh  ;  they  arc  above  it  :  they  pleafe  the  mind^ 
and  give  a  chcajfulnefs  to  the  couniensrce.  But  it  ij  low 
buffoonery,  or  filly  accidents,  that  always  excite  laughter  ; 
and  that  is  what  people  of  fenfe  and  breeding  fhould  fliow 
themfelves  above,  A  ts.sn'.?  going  t&  fit  down,  in  the 
fuppefition  that  he  has  a  chair  behind  hi.Ti,  and  failing 
down  upon  his  breech  for  want  of  one,  fets  a  whole  co.-ii- 
pany  a  laughing,  when  all  the  wit  in  -he  world  would  ncd 
do  it  ;  a  plain  proof,  in  my  mind,  how  low  and  unbecom- 
ing a  thing  laughter  is.  Not  to  mention  the  difagreeabic 
Hoife  that  it  makes,  and  the  fhocking  diflortion  of  the  f<ice 
that  it  occafioRs,  Lai:eh:er  is  eafily  retrained,  by  i  *-'y 
^  '       -  Htt!r' 
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little  reflef^ion  ;  but  as  it  is  generally  conncSled  with  the 
idea  of  gaiety,  peopk  do  not' enough  attend  to^  its  abiur- 
dicy.  1  am  neither  of  a  (aelanchoif  nor  a  Cynical  difpo° 
l^tioo,  and  am  as  willing  and  as  apt  to  be  pleafed  as  any 
body  ;  but  I  am  fure,  that  fi  'ce  1  have  had  the  full  ufe  of 
my  reafon  nobody  has  ever  heard  me  laugh.  Many  peo- 
plf,  at  firft  from  awkwardnefs  and  -mawvaiji  honte,  have 
got  a  very  difagreeable  and  filly  trick  of  laughing  when- 
ever they  fpeak  :  and  I  know  a  man  of  very  good  parts. 
Ml",  Waller,  who  caanot  fay  the  convmoncft  thing  with- 
out laughing  ;  which  makes  thoCe,  who  do  net  know  hiia, 
take  him  at  firft  for  a  natural  fool.  This  and  many  other 
very  difagreeable  habits  are  owing  to  tnau^^aije  honti 
at  their  firft  fetting  oat  ia  the  world.  They  are  aChamsd 
in  company  ;  and  fo  difconcerted,  that  they  do  not  knov^ 
what  tkey  do,  and  try  a  tlioufand  tricks  to  keep  themfelves 
in  countenance  ;  which  tricks  afterguards  grow  habitual  i% 
%h?.m.  Some  put  their  iir.gers  in  their  nofe,  others  fcratck 
their  head,  others  twirl  their  hats  :  in  fhort,  everv  awkward 
ill-bred  body  has  his  trick.  But  the  frequency  does  not  juf- 
tify  the  thing  ;  and  aii  thefe  vulgar  habits  and  awkward- 
nefs, though  not  criminal  indeed,  are  moll  carefully  t© 
ba  guarded  againll,  as  they  are  great  bars  in  the  way  of 
the  art  of  pleaPing.  Remember,  that  to  p^^aafe,  is  alraofi 
to  prevail,  or  at  leaPi  a  necefTary  previous  ftep  to  it.  YoUj 
who  have  your  fortune  to  make,  Ihould  jnore  particularly 
lludy  this  art.  You  had  not,  I  rai«ft  tell  you,  when  ytm 
lafc  England,  hi  msnisres  preven&ntes  ;  and  I  muft  confef* 
they  are  not  v«ry  common  in  England  :  but  I  hope  that 
your  good  fsnie  will  make  you  acquire  them  abroad.  I? 
you  deiire  to  make  yourlelf  confiierabie  in  the  world  (a,i^ 
if  you  have  zny  fpirit,  you  do)  it  mnft  be  entirely  year 
own  dsing  :  far  I  aiay'very  pofiibly  be  out  of  the  world 
at  the  time  you  Gonie  into  it.  Your  own- rank  and  for- 
iiine  will  not  affift  yoa  ;  your  merit  and  your  manners 
can,  alone,  ratfc  you  to  figure  and  fartun?,  I  have  laid 
the  foundations  or  them,  by  the  education  which  J  have 
given  you  ;   but  you  mull  build  the  flii^arilfufi'ure  yo:i:\€\L 

I  a-.utt  now  apply  to  you  hf  fome  inforrxi^cjoni,  whick 
I  dare  fiy  yon  can,  andwhich  I  ccfire  you  will,  give  me. 

Chu  she  Elector  of  Saxony  pac  any  of  his  fiibj-.^fts  to* 
death  for  high-treaib^,  without  bringing  ^.kcm  lifil  ta  their- 
**-*s'  fn  (bme  public  Court  of  juilicc  r"  G;-fi 
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Can  he,  by  his  own  authority,  confine  any  fubjed  la 
prifon  as  long  as  he  pleafes,  without  trial  ? 

Can  he  banifli  any  fjbjefl  out  of  his  dominions  by  his 
own  authority  ? 

Can  he  lay  any  tax  whatfoever  upon  his  fubjefts  wi:h- 
out  the  eonfent  of  the  States  of  Saxony  ?  AaJ  what  are 
thofe  States  ?  how  are  they  cled^ed  ?  what  orders  do  they 
coniiftof  ?  do  the  Clergy  make  part  of  them  ?  atid  whens 
and  how  often  do  they  meet  f 

If  two  fubjffls  of  the  Eledor's  afe  at  law  for  an  eftate 
iituated  in  the  Eledloratc,  in  what  court  niuft  this  fait  be 
tried  ;  and  will  the  decifion  of  that  court  be  final,  or  does 
there  He  an  appeal  to  the  Imperial  Chamber  at  Wetzlaer  ? 

What  do  you  call  the  two  chief  Courts,  or  two  chief 
Magiflrates,  of  civil  and  criminal  juftice  ? 

What  is  the  common  revenue  of  the  Eledorate,  one 
year  tvith  another  ?  » 

What  number  of  troops  does  tbeEle^lor  now  maintain  ? 
and  what  is  the  greateft  number  that  the  Eie6iorate  is  able  to 
{maintain  ? 

I  do  not  expe£t  to  have  all  thefe  queflions  anfwered  at 
once  ;  but- you  will  anfwer  them  in  proporCion  as  you  get 
l^e  r.eceffary  and  authentic  infermstions. 

You  are,*)^eu  fee.  my  German  O.-acle  :  and  I  confuU 
jD\i  with  fo  much  faith,  that  you  need  r.ofV  like  the  Ota- 
c!es  of  old,  return  ambiguous  anfwers  ;  ofpecially  as  yoa 
have  this  advantage  over  them,  too,  that  I  only  confult 
yea  sbcut  paft  and  prefeRt,  buc  not  about  what  is  to  come. 

I  wifh  you  a  good  Ealler  fair  at  Leipfig .  See  iviih  at- 
tention, all  the  InopSj  drolls,  tumblers,  ro^'^'  dancers,  and 
hc^t  genus  omne  :  b'jt  InForm  yourfelf  more  psfticularly  of 
the  feveral  parts  ofVhe  trade  there.     As'eu. 


LETTER      CXIIL 

'London,  March  the  25:h,  O.  S.  1748. 
DEAR  BOY, 
AM  in    great   j^y  at    the    written  and  t!ie  verbal  ac- 
counts which  I  .have  received  lately   of  yuu  :   the  for- 
jner,  from    Mr.    Flarie  ;     the    latter,     frcm      Mr.    Tre- 
vani'in,  who  i-  arrived  here.     The;,  conrrirs  to  con  vine?. 


r 
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me  that  ycu  employ  your  time  well  at  Leipfig.  I  am  glai 
to  Und  you  confult  yciur  own  interell  and  your  own  pieafure 
f«  much  ;  for  the  kno\^Iedge  which  you  will  acquire  in 
tbefe  two  years,  is  equally  neceffary  for  both.  I  am  like- 
-wife  particularly  piesfed  to  find,  that  you  turn  yourfelf  to 
that  fort  of  knowledge  which  is  more  peculiarly  neceiTary 
for  your  deSiaation  :  for  Mr.  Harte  tells  me  you  have 
read  with  attention,  CailHeres,  Pequet,  and  Richelieu's 
Letters.  The  Mennoirs  of  the  Cardinal  de  Retz  will  bcih 
entertain  and  rutlruflyou  ;  they  relate  to  a  very  interefiing 
period  of  the  FVench  Hiilory,  the  Miniflrv  of  Cardinal 
Mazarin  during  the  minority  of  Lewis  X  V.  The  cha- 
raders  of  all  the  confiderable  people  of  that  time  are  drawftj 
1.7  a  (hort,  ftrong,  and  malterly  manner  ;  and  the  poli- 
tical refleflions,  which  are  moH  of  therli  printed  in  Italicse 
are  the  jufteft  that  ever  I  met  with.  They  are  not  the 
laboured  .reflcftions  of  a  fyllematical  clofet  poliiician, 
who,  without  the  leaft  experience  of  buiinefs,  firs  at  home 
and  writes  maxims  ;  but  they  are  the  refltflions  which  4 
great  and  able  man  'formed  from  long  experience  and 
pradlice  in  great  bufmefs.  They  are  true  conclufions, 
drawn  from  fa^s,  not  from  fpeculations. 

As  Modern  Hiftory  is  particularly  your  bufinefs,  I  v.il! 
give  you  fome  rules  to  cireft  your  (ludy  of  it.  Ir  begins, 
properly,  with  Charlemagne,  in  the  year  800.  But  as,  in 
thqfe  times  of  ignorance,  the  Prieds  and  Monks  were  al- 
moft  the  only  peeple  that  could  or  did  wsire,  we  have 
fcarcely  any  hjftpries  of  thofe  times  but  fuch  as  they  have 
teen  pleafed  to  give  us-;  which  are  corappunds  of  igrc- 
rance,  fuperilition,  and  party-zeal.  So  that  a  general 
nstion  of  what  is  rather  fuppofed,  than  really  known  10  bs, 
the  hiftory  of  the  five  or  fix  following  centuries,  feems  to 
be  fufHcient  ;  and  muck  time  would  be  but  ill  employed, 
in  a  minute  attention  to  thofe  legends.  But  referve  your 
utmoll  care,  and  mod  diligent  inquiries,  for  the  fifteenth 
century,  and  downwards.  Fhen-'icarning  began  to  revive, 
and  creciible  hiilories  to  be  written  :  Europe  began  to 
take  the  form,  wh'ch,  to  focne  degree,  it  ui51  regains  : 
M  leart  the  foundations  of  the  prefent  great  Powers  of 
Europe  were  then  laid.  Lewis  the  eleven ch  made  France, 
in  truth,  a  Vlonarehy  ;  or,  as  he  ul'ed  to  fay  himi'eif,  /.? 
f/j/V  Inrsde  B*i^e,     o -rorc  his  time,  there  'i^■^^i^  indeppi-d-^if 
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-provinces  in  France,  as  the  Dutchy  of  Brittany,  Uc  whofe 
princes  tore  it  to  pieces,  and  kept  it  in  conftant  domeflis 
confuiion.  Lewis  the  Eleventh  reduced  all  thefe  petty 
States,  by  fraud,  force,  or  marriage  ;  for  he  fcrupled  no 
means  to  obtain  his  ends. 

About  that  rime,  Ferdinand  King  of  Arragon,  and 
Ifabella  his  wife,  Queen  of  Caftile,  united  the  whole 
Spaailh  Monarchy  ;  and  drove  the  Moors  out  of  Spain, 
who  had  till  then  kept  pofTci^on  of  Granada.  About  thaj 
tim^,  too,  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  laid  the  great  foundations* 
of  its  fubfeqiicnt  power  ;  firft,  by  the  marriage  of  Maxi- 
jtiilian  with  the  Heirefs  of  Burgundy  ;  and  then  by  the  marc= 
riage  of  his  Son  Philip,,  Archduk&  of  Auftria,  with  jane, 
the  daughter  of  Ifabella  Qneen  of  Spain,  and  Heirefs  oi 
that  whole  kingdona  and  of  the  Weft-Indies.  By  the  firfi 
of  thefe  marriages,  the  houfe  of  Auftria  acquired  the  fe^ 
Ven teen  Provinces  i  and  by  the  htter,  Spain  and  Ameri- 
ca ;  all  which  centered  iri'  the  perfon  of  Charles  (he  Fifths 
ibn  of  the  abovementioned  ArchlSuke  Philip  the  fon  of 
Maximilian,  k  was  upon  aceount  of  thefe  two  luaffiages, 
that  the  following  Latin   Dillich  was  mHc  i 

Bella  gerant  aliij,  Tu  fiVtx  Aufif  ia  nuhc^ 
l^am-  (^udp  Mars  aluix  dat  tihi  regna  F^nuf, 

This  lEtmetife  power,  which  the  Emperor  Charles  the" 
Fifch  found  ^imfelf  poHefied  of,  gave  him  a  Atkit  for 
unlve.'fal  po"r  (for  people  never  deiire  all  till  they  have-' 
gotten  a  great  deal),  and  alarmed  France  :  this  fowed  the 
itt^s  of  that  jealoufy  and  enmity  which-  have  aourifhed 
ever  fince  between  thofc  two  great  Powders.  Afterwards 
the  Houf<2  of  Auftria  was  weakened  by  the  drvilion  mads 
by  Charles  the  Fifth  of  its^  dominions  between  \\\£>  ion 
F-iiiip  the  Second  of  Spain  and  his  brother  Ferdinand  ^ 
and  har  ever  i1nce  been  dwindling  to  the  weak  c<)ndition 
in  which  it  now  is.  This  i^  a  moit  intereiiirg  part  of 
the  hiftorv  of  Europe,  of  which  ic  is  abfoiinely  nectiFar/ 
ih^t  you  ibould  be  exaclly  and  minutely  informed, 

Th.-.ie  are  in  the  hillcry  of  liloft  countries;  ce/tain  very 
reaia  kible  itras,  which  deferve  more  particular  it  cui'-y 
and  attention  than  the  common  run  of  hiftory.  Such  \z 
ihe  levdc  of  ihe  feveatcen  P;ovinc<:9V  ii?  the  reig.n  c-f  i'hi- 
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Hp  the  Second  of  Spain;  which  ended  In  forming  the 
prefent  Republic  of  the  Seven  United  Provinces  ;  whofe 
independency  was  firfi  allowed  by  Spain  at  tlie  Treaty  of 
Miinfter.  Such  was  the  ext^raordinary  revolution  of  Por- 
tugal, in  the  year  1640,  in  favour  of  the  prefent  Houfe  of 
Braganza.  Such  is  the  famous  revolutibn  of  Sweden, 
when  Chrlftian  the  Second  of  Dcnnnark,  who  was  alfo 
King  of  Sweden,  vvas  driven  out  by  Guftavus  Vafa.  And 
fuch,  alfo,  is  that  memorable  a^ra  in  Denmark,  of  1660  ; 
when  the  Stares  of  that  kingdom  made  a  voluntary  fur- 
render  of  all  their  lights  and  liberties  to  the  crown,  and 
changed  that  free  fta^.e  into  the  moft  abfoiute  Monarchy 
sow  in  Earope.  The  A^a  Regia,  upon  hat  occaiion, 
are  wbrih  your  pcrufing.  Thefe  remarkable  periods  of 
Modern  Hiilory  de{(irve  your  particular  attention ;  and 
moll  of  them  have  been  treated  fmgh'  by  good  H\ik  )nan$$. 
which  are  worth  your  reading.  The  revolutions  of  Swejcn 
end  of  Portugal  are  moll  admirably  well  wriiten,  bv 
L'Abbe  da  Vertot  ;  they  sre  fliort,  and  w^ll  not  take  ivKelve 
hours  reading.  Th-^re  is  another  book  wlicl- n;.t>  well 
f^eferves  your  looking  into  ;  but  not  worth  ycjr  buying  at 
prefent,  hecaufe  it  is  not  portable  ;  if  you  can  borrow  or 
iiire  ir,  you  fhould  ;  and  that  ii,  VHifloire  des  Traites  de 
Paix,  in  two  volumes  folio,  which  m  ke  part  of  the  Corps 
Diplomatique.  You  will  ^here  Jind  a  fhort  and  clear 
hiltory,  and  the  fubftance  of  every  treaty  made  in  Europi?, 
daring  the  lail  century,  from  the  Treaty  of  Vervins, 
Three  parts  in  four  of  this  book  are  not  worth  your  read- 
ing, as  th'?y  relare  to  treaties  of  very  litrl^imporrance  ; 
but  if  you  ieicd  the  mot!  confi  jerable  onll,  read  c  -.em 
with  attention,  and  take  fame  notes,- it  v.-ill  be  of  2:''ea? 
ufs  to  von.  Attend  chiefly  to  thcfe  in  which  the  g. cat 
Powers  of  Earope  are  the  parries  ;  kjch  as  the  Treaty  f  f 
the  Pj?rene2f',  between  France  and  Spam  ;  ihe  Tr?=^iic;s  of 
Nifneguen  and  Ryfwick  :  but,  rhc'vs  a  !,  *h^  Tica  v  of 
Municcr  fhould  be  moft  circumdiinti^liy  ^-^d  luw^^.z'.'j 
known  to  you,  as  almoft  every  rreatv  i-p^tit^  \\mz  luts  ijr:>-? 
reference  to  it.  For  this,  Pere  Brugeant  is  rhe  n-a  r <  k 
you  ,c;}n  rfad,  as  it  takes  in  the  thirty  years  War  y^hirh  pre- 
ceded hat  treaty.  The  treaty  itieif,  which  is  niaie  a 
perpetual  law  of  the  Empire^  comfs  in  the  ccurib  cf  your 
Ui>.\ir^.i  \^oo\i<hQ  Jus  Pubiicum  Imperii. 
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In  order  to  furnifli  you  wi:h  materials  for  a  letter,  an4 
at  the  fame  time  to  inform  both  you  and  myfelf  ef  what  it 
is  right  that  we  (hould  know,  pray  anfwer  me  the  fol- 
lowing queftions. 

H;^w  many  companies  are  there  in  the  Saxon  regiments 
of  foot  ? 

Haw  many  men  in  each  cpmpsiiy  ? 

How  many  troops  in  the  regiments  of  horfe  and  dra- 
goons ;  and  how  many  men  in  each  ? 

What  namber  @f  commifSoned  and  non-commifiioncd 
Officers  in  a  company  of  foot,  or  in  a  troop  of  horfe  or 
dragoons  ?  "N.  B.  Non-.commilTioned  Officers  are  all  thefe 
below  Enfigns  and  Comets  ? 

What  is  the  daily  pay  of  a  S.2xon  foot  foldier,  dragoon, 
and  trooper  ? 

What  are  the  feveral  ranks  of  the  Eiat  M^jor-General  ? 
N.B.  The  Etat  Mapr-GeneraU  is  every  thing  above 
C^^onjfiK  The  Auftrians  have  no  Brigadiers,  and  the 
Fre»cn  ifjave  no  Major-Generals,  in  their  Etat  Major. 
What  have  the  Saxons  I         Adieu. 
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London,  March  the  27th,  O.  S.   1748. 
BEAR  BOY, 

THis  little  packet  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  one 
Moilleur  Duval,  wHo  is  going  to  the  fair  at  Leip- 
fjg.  He  is  a  jeweller,  originally  of  Geneva  ;  but  who 
has  been  iettleci  here  thefe  eight  or  ten  years,  and  a  very 
ienfiblf:  fe  low  ;    pr^y  be  very  civil  to  him. 

A''  i  advifjd  yotr,  fame  time  ago,  to  inform  ycurlelf  of 
the  civii  ard  military  eihblifiin-.ents  of  as  many  of  the 
}CiD<^'lcm.s  i-nd  Staes  of  iiurope  as  you  flioulc  eiiher  be  in 
yourfeif  or  be  able  to  get  autheniic  accounts  of, 'I  fend 
ycu  here  a  little  book,  in  which,  upon  the  article  of  Han- 
over, 1  have  f ointec^  out  the  ihc-t  method  of  putting 
down  thefe  informations,  by  way  cf  helping  your  memory. 
The  book  being  lettered,  you  can  immediately  turn  to 
whatever  artic'e  you  want  ;  and,  by  adding  interleaves  to 
rach  letter,  may  extend  your  minutes  to  what  particulars 
yciT  pleafe.     You  may   get  fuch   books  made  any  where  ; 

and 
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and  appropriate  each,  if  you  pleafc,  to  a  particular  obje^. 
I  have  myfelf  found  great  utility  in  this  method'.  If  1  had 
known  what  to  have  fcnt  you  by  this  opportunity,  I  would 
Iiare  done  it.  The  French  fay,  ^e  ies  petits  pre/ens 
entretiennent  Pamitiey  it  que  hi  grands  Vaugmentent  ;  but  I 
could  not  recollefl  that  you  wanted  any  thing,  or  at  leaft 
any  thing  that  you  cannot  get  as  well  at  Leipfig  as  here. 
Do  but  continue  to  deferve,  and  I  aiTureyoa  that  you  fiiall 
never  want  agy  thing  I  can  give. 

Do  not  apprehend  that  ii5y  being  out  of  employment 
may  be  any  prfjudice  to  you.  Many  things  will  happen, 
before  you  can  be  fit  for  builncfs  j  and  when  you  are  lit, 
whatever  my  (ituation  may  be,  it  will  always  be  in  my 
power  to  help  yoii^in  your  fii d  fleps  ;  afterwards,  you  mull 
help  yourfelf  by  your  own  abilities.  Make  yourfelf  ne- 
ceffary  ;  and,  inSead  of  foliciting,  yoa  will  be  folicited. 
The  thorough  knowledge  of  foreign  aiFairs,  the  intereft?, 
the  views,  and  the  manners  of  the  fevcral  Courts  in  Europp, 
3re  not  the  common  growth  of  this  country.  It  is  ia 
your  power  to  acquire  them  ;  you  have  all  the  means. 
Adieu  I     Yours. 
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London,  April  the  \&,  O.  $.  174.S. 
DEAR  BOY, 

I  Have  not  received  any  letter,  ciiker  from  you  or  froin 
Mr.  Harte,.  uhefe  three  pofls  ;  which  I  inri'pute  wholly 
to  accidents,  between  thfs  place  and  Leipfig  ;  and  they 
are  diflant  enough  to  admic  of  many.  I  always  take  it 
for  granted  that  you  are  well,  when  I  do  not  hear  to  the 
contrary  ;  bendes,  as  I  have  often  told  you,  I  am  much 
more  anxious  about  your  doisg  vygll  than  about  your  being 
well  ;  and  when  you  do  not  write,  I  will  fuppofe  tha; 
you  arc  doing  fomething  more  ufefBl.  Your  health  will 
coatinue  while  your  temperance  continues  ;  and,  at  your 
age,  nature  takes  fufiicient  care  cf  the  body,  provided  (lie 
is  left  to  herfeif,  and  tS^  intemperance'  g«  one  hand,  or 
Kiedu-ines  en  the  other,  do  30t  break  in  upon  her.  But 
It  i)v  by  no  means  fo  with  the  miad  ;  which,  at  your  age 
garucuUriy,  re<^uires  great  and  cenftant  care,  ar.d  ferns 
•^  .  phyfic. 
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pbyfic.  Every  quarter  of  an  hour,  well  or  ill  employed, 
will  do  :t  effential  and  lading  good  or  h'^rm.  It  requires 
alfo  a  great  deal  ofcxercife,  to  biing  it  to  aftateof  health 
and  wgour.  Obferve  the  difference  there  is  between  minds 
calrivated,  and  minds  uncultivaJed  ;  ard  jcu  will,  I  am 
Ture,  think  that  yju  cannot  take  too  much  pains,  nor  era^ 
ploy  too  much  of  your  time,  in  the  culture  of  your  own. 
A  drayman  is  probably  born  with  as  good  organs  as  Mil- 
ton,^ Locke,  or  Newtcn  ;  but,  by  culture,  they  are  much 
mure  above  him  than  he  is  above  his  horfe.  SometiraeSj 
indeed,  extraordinary  geniufes  have  broken  out  by  the 
force  of  rature_v/irhout  the  sfliHanee  of  education  ;  but 
thofe  inflanees  are  too  rare  for  any  body  to  truft  to  ;  and 
even  they  would  make  a  much  greater  iigure,  if  they  had 
the  advantage  of  education  into  the  bargain  If  Shake^ 
fpe«re*s  genius  had  been  cuUivated,  thofe  beauties,  which- 
we  fo  juilly  admire  in  him,  would  have  been  undifgraced 
bythefe  extravagancies  and  that  nonfenfe  with  which  they 
are  frequently  accompanied.  People  ae,  in  general,  what 
they  are  ma^ie  by  education  and  company,  from  fifreen  to 
iive-snd.- twenty  :  confider  well,  therefore,  the  importance 
of  your  next  eight  or  nine  years  ;  your  whole  ^eptnis  irp- 
on  them.  1  will  tell  yon  fjncerely,  my  hopes  and  my  feais 
concerning  yoa.  I  think  you  will  be  a  good  fcholar,  and 
that  you  will  acquire  a  confiderable  ftock  of  knowledge  of 
various  kinds  :  but  ]  fear  that  you  negle^  what  are  called 
iittle,  though  in  truth  they  are  very  material,  things  ;  I 
mean,  a  gent'encfs  of  manners,  an  engaging  addrefs,  End 
an  infinu-inng  behaviour  :  they  are  real. and  foiid  advan- 
tages ;  and  none  but  thof^  who  do  not  know  the  world, 
treat  them  as  trifle?,  I*.*am  to'c  that  you  fpeak  verv  quick, 
and  not  6)tlin&\y  :  this  is  a  molt  ungraceful  and  difagree- 
5ble  trick,  vvhich  you  know  I  have  told  you  of  a  thoufand 
times  J  pray  attend  care-fully  to  the  corredlior  of  ir.  An 
agreeable  and  oJdind  manner  of  fptaking  adds  greatly  to 
the  matter  :  ar-d  1  have  known  iBany  a  very  good  fpeech 
unregarded,  upon  account  of  the  difagreeable  tEsnner  m 
which  it  ha5  been  delivered  ;  and  m.any  sn  indifferent  one 
appJauJsd,  fjr  the  contrsry  reafon.         Adieu. 


h    K     T. 
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LETTER      CXVL 

London,  April  the  15  th,  O.  S.  1748. 
DEAR  BOY, 

^^TT^HouGH  I  have  no  letters  from  yon  to  acknowledge 
X  fince  my  laft  to  yo»,  I  will  not  let  three  pofls  gO 
from  hence  without  a  letter  froai  rae.  My  aiFedlion  al^ 
ways  prompts  me  to  write  to  you  ;  and  I  ara  encouraged 
to  do  ir,  by  the  hopes  that  ray  letters  aie  not  quite  ufelefs. 
You  will  probably  reeeive  this  in  the  midft  of  the  diverli- 
ons  of  Leipfig  fair  ;  at  which,  Mr.  Harie  tells  me,  that 
you  are  to  (bine  in  fine  clothes,  among  iine  folks,  I  aia 
very  glad  of  it,  a^  it  is  time  that  you  IhouJd  begin  to  bs 
formed  to  the  manners  of  the  world  in  higher  life.  Courts 
are  the  beft  fchools  for  that  fort  of  learning.  You  are 
beginning  now  with  the  outfide  of  a  Court  ;  and  there  is 
net  a  more  gaudy  one  than  that  of  Saxony.  Attend  to 
it,  and  make  your  obfervatior\s  upon  the  turn  and  naanners 
of  it,  that  you  may  hereafier  compare  it  with  other  Courts 
which  you  will  fee  ;  and,  tho'  you  are  not  yet  afele  to  be 
informed,  or  to  judge,  of  the  political  conduit  and  max- 
ims of  that  Court  ;  yet  you  may  remark  the  forms,  the 
ceremonies,  and  the  exterior  Ihta,  cf  it.  At  leall,  iee  e» 
?ery  thing  that  you  can  fee,  and  know  every  thing  that 
you  can  ki.ow  of  ir,  by  aiking  queflions.  See  likewife  e- 
very  thing  at  the  fair,  from  operas  and  plays^  down  to  the 
Savoyards  raree-ihows.  Every  thing  is  worth  feeing  once  | 
and  (he  more  one  fees,  the  lefs  one  either  wonders  or  ad- 
mires. 

Make  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Harte  ;  and  tell  him 
that  I  have  juil  now  received  his  letier,  for  which  I  thank 
him,  I.aru  called  away,  and  my  letier  is  therefore  very 
jijuch  ihoftened.         Aoieu. 

i  am  impatient  to  receive  your  anfwers  to  the  many 
^ueilions  I  haee  alked  you. 


I 
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London,  April  the  26'.h,  O,  S.    174^, 
BEAR  LiOY, 
A ?^  extremely  pleafed  with    your  continuation    of  the 
Hiilory  cf  ihe  RifjxinauOiij  wl^ich  is  Gae  of  thole  im- 
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portant  aeras  that  dcferve  your  utmoA  attention,  and  of 
which  you  cannot  be  too  minutely  informed.  You  have» 
doabtlefs,  confidercd  the  caufes  of  that  great  event,  and 
obferved  that  difappointment  and  refentment  had  a  much 
greater  ihare  in  it,  than  a  religious  zeal,  or  an  abhorrence 
of  the  errors  and  abufes  of  Popery. 

Luther,  an  Aaguftin  Monk,  enraged  that  his  Order,  ' 
and  confcquenly  himfelf,  had  not  the  exclufivc  privilege 
of  felling  indulgencies,  but  that  the  Dominicans  were  let 
into  a  fhare  of  that  profitable  out  infamous  trade,  turns 
reformer,  and  exclaims  againft  the  abufes,  the  corruption, 
and  the  idolatry,  of  the  church  of  Rome  ;  which  were  cer- 
tainly grofs  enough  for  him  to  have  feen  long  before,  but 
which  he  had  at  leaft  acquiefced  in,  till  what  he  called  the 
Rights  (that  is,  the  Profit)  of  his  Order  came  to  be  touch- 
ed. It  is  true,  ihe  Church 'of  Rome  furnifhed  him  ample 
matter  for  complaint  and  reformation,  and  he  laid  hold  of 
it  ably.  This  feems  to  rae  the  true  caufe  of  that  great  and 
aecelTary  work  :  but  whatever  the  caufe  was,  the  efFe£l  was 
good  ;  and  the  Reformation  fpread  itfelf  by  its  ewn  truth 
and  fitnefs  ;  was  confcienfioufly  received  by  great  numbeis 
in  Germany,  and  other  countries  ;  and  was  foon  after- 
wards mixed  up  with  the  politics  of  Princes  ;  and,  as  it 
always  happens  in  religious  difputes,  hecame  the  fpecious 
covering  of  injuflice  and  ambition. 

Under  the  pretence  of  crufhing  Herefy,  as  it  was  called, 
the  Houfe  of  Aultria  meant  to  extend  and  ellabliOi  its 
power  in  t'he  Empire  :  as,  on  the  other  hand,  many  pro- 
teftant  Princes,  under  the  pretence  of  extirpating  idolatry,  or 
at  leaft  of  fecuring  toleration,  meant  only  to  enlarge  their 
own  dominions  or  privileges-  Thefe  views  refpedively 
among  the  Chiefs  on  both  fides,  much  more- than  true  re- 
ligious motives,  continued  what  were  called  the  Religious 
Wars,  in  Germany,  almoft  uninterruptedly,  tiil  the  affairs 
of  the  two  Religioiw  were  finally  fettled  by  the  treaty  of 
M«j!>fter. 

Were  mofl  blflorical  events  traced  up  to  their  true  cau- 
fes, I  fear  we  fhouldnot  find  them  much  more,  noble  nor 
difrntereited  that  Luther'^difappoinied  avarice  :  and  there- 
fore i  look  wich  fome  contempt  upon  thcfe  refining  and 
facacious  Hilloriarig,  who'ifciibe  all,  even  the  raoft  com- 
mon events,  to  fj»T4«  dscp  noiiticul  caufe  ;    whereas    man- 
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Vs^d^  isjiBade  upof  inconfiftencies,  and  no  man  afts  lavari* 
ably  up  to  his  predominant  chirafter.  The  wifeit  nurk 
fometimes  ads  weakjy,  and  the  weakell  fonaetimes  wifely. 
Our  jarring  pallians,  our  variable  humours,  nay,  w^t  grea- 
ter or  lefTcr  degree  of  health  and  fpiriis,  produce  fuch  con^ 
tradidions  in  our  condu^,  that,  I  believe,  thafe  are  chs 
oftenell  miilaken  who  afcribe  our  a<5lion8  to'the  moft  feem= 
ingly  obvious  motives  :  and  1  sid  convinced,  that  a  light 
fupper,  a  good  night*s  ^tt^^  and  a  fine  morning,  havs 
fenietimes  made  a  Hero^  of  the  fame  man,  who  h'/  ati  ia» 
digeftion,  a  relllefs  night,  ^nd  a  rainy  morning,  would 
have  proved  a  coward.  Our  beH  conjeoiures,  thereforgg 
as  to  the  true  fprings  of  a€lions,  are  but  very  uncertain  i 
and  the  aftions  therafelves  are  all  that  we  mufl  pretend  to 
know  from  Hiftory.  That  Caefar  was  murdered  by  twen- 
ty-three confplrators,  I  make  no  doubt  ;  but  I  very  muck 
doubt,  that  their  love  ©f  liberty  and  of  their  couacry  wa^ 
their  fole,  or  even  principal,  motive  :  and  I  dare  fay,  that, 
if  the  truth  were  known,  we  fhould  find  that  many  othe? 
jnotives,  at  lealt  concurred,  even  in  the  great  Bruius  hini» 
feff  ;  fuch  as  pride,  envy,  perfonal  pique,  ?.nd  difapposnt- 
ment.  Kay,  J  cannot  help  carrying  rny  PyrrhcRlfni  liiit 
further j^  and  extending  it  often  to  hiftOiical  fads  che^- 
feives,  at  leail  to  moil  of  the  circumilances  with  whicfa 
they  are  related  ;  and  every  day*s  experience  confirms  m@ 
in  this  hiftorical  incredulity.  I)o  we  ever  hear  the  moii 
recent  fa<5l  related  exadily  in  the  fame  way,  fey  the  feveral 
people  who  were  at  the  fame  time  eye-wiinefies  of  it  I  No, 
One  miilakes,  anochsr  mifreprefents,  snd  others  warp  is  a 
little  to  their  own  turn  of  mind  or  private  views.  A  maa 
who  has  be^n  concerned  in  a  tranfadion,  will  not  write  it 
fairly  ;  ^nd  a  man  who  has  not,  cannot.  Bur,  notwith* 
Handing  all  this  uncertainty,  Hiflory  is  not  the  Ms  neccf- 
fary  to  be  known  ;  as  the  bell  hi  (lories  are  taken  for 
granted,  and  are  the  frequent  fubjeds  both  of  Gonverfaiioa 
and  wridng.  Though  I  am  convinced  that  Csfar's  ghoi^ 
never  appeared  to  Brutus,  yet  I  ihoiild  be  much  alliamed 
to  be  ignorant  of  that  faft  as  related  by  the  Miftorians  of 
tnois  times.  Thus  the  Pagan  theology  is  uaiverfaliy  re- 
ceived as  matter  for  writing  ^and  converfarion,  thou^rh  ly> 
Heved  now  by  nobody  ;  and  we  ?alk  of  juplcer,  h/lir%^ 
Apolloj  ^^c.  as  G'jds,  though  we  knowj  thar^  it  the-  •pw*- 
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exifted  at  all,  it  was  only  as  mere  mortal  men.  Thjs  hi^- 
torical  Pyrrhonifm,  then,  proves  nothing  againft  the  ftudy 
and  knowledge  oi  Hiftory  ;  which,  of  all  other  ftudies,  is 
the  mofl  neceiTary  for  a  man  who  is  to  live  in  the  worido 
It  only  points  out  to  us,  no^  to  be  too  decifive  and  peremp- 
tory ;  and  to  be  cautious  how  we  draw  inferences,  for  ou? 
Qwii  practice,  from  remote  fa€ts  partially  or  ignorantly  re- 
lated, of  which  we  can  at  beft  bit  imperfeftTy  guefs,  and 
certainly  not  know  the  real  motives.  The  teilimoniei  ef 
Ancient  Hiftory  muft  necefTarily  be  weaker  than  thofe  of 
Modern,  as  all  tcftinijony  grows  weaker  and  weaker  as  \t 
is  more  and  more  remote  from  u^.  I  would  therefore  ad- 
vife  you  to  fludy  Ancient  Hiftory,  in  general,  as  other 
people  do  ;  that  is,  not  to  be  ignorant  of  any  of  thof^ 
fa6l3  which  are  aaiverially  received  upon  the  faith  of  ike 
bell  Hiftorians ;  and,  whether  true  or  falfe,  yoa  have  then^ 
as  other  people  have  them.  E«t  Modern  Hiftory,  I  mc3R 
particularly  that  of  the  tliree  laft  centuries,  is  what  I  would 
have  you  apply  tG  with  the  greateft  attention  and  exa€t- 
ssefs.  There  the  probability  of  coming  at  the  truth  is 
much  greater,  as  the  teriir-cnies  are  much  more  recent  ; 
kcfides,  anecdotes,  memoiri,  and  original  letters,  often 
come  to  the  aid  of  Modern  Hiftory.  The  beft  Memoirs 
that  I  know  of  are  thofe  of  Cardinal  de  Retz,  which  I 
^avc  once  before  rtcommended  to  you^  and  which  1  advij* 
you  to  read  more  than  once  with  attention.  There  are 
many  politieal  maxims  in  thefe  Memoirs  *,  moft  of  which 
are  printed  in  Italics  ;  pray  attend  to  and  remember  thtm. 
1  never  read  them,  but  my  own  experience  conSrms  the 
^truth  of  them.  Many  of  them  feem  triEing,  to  people 
who  are  not  ufed  to  buiinefs  j  but  thofe  who  are^  feel  the 
sruth  of  them. 

It  is  time  to  put  an  end  to  this  long,  rambling  letter  ; 
in  which  if  any  one  thing  can  be  of  ufe  to  yoa,  it  will 
more  than  pay  the  trouble  I  h:ive  taken  to  write  i£.  A- 
dieu  I     Yours. 


*  T^t^i  Muximi  an  in/erteJ  ■<?:  th  inu  of  ihc  /u^nu  'vy- 
iume. 
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LETTER    cxvirr. 

London,  May  the  loth,  0.  i.  1748^ 
DEAR  BOY, 

I  Reckon  that  this  letter  wil!  find  you  ju/l  returned 
from  DrefdeRj  where  you  have  made  your  firft  Court 
Qaravanns*  What  incliRation  for  Courts  this  taile  of 
them  may  have  given  you,  I  cannot  tell  :  but  this  T  think: 
myfelf  fure  of,  Irani  your  good  htSt,  that,  in  leaving 
Drefden,  you  have  \^h  diHip alioa  too  ;  and  have  refumed, 
St  Leipfjg,  that  application  which,  if  you  like  Courts,  can 
alone  enable  you  to  make  a  good  £gure  at  them.  A  mere 
Courtier,  without  pans  or  knowiedg,e,  is  the  moft  frivo« 
lous  and  contemptible  €f  all  Beings  ;  as,  on  the  othe? 
hand,  a  man  of  parts  and  knowledge^  who  acqoirgs  the 
eafy  and  noble  manners  of  a  Court,  is  the  mott  peifeft. 
It  is  a  trite,  common- place  obf^rvation.  That  Courts  are 
the  feats  of  falfehocd  and  eiSmulatioa.  That,  like  many^ 
I  night  fay  mod,  common-place  obfervations,  is  falfe.' 
Falfehood  and  diiliraulation  are  certainly  to  be  found  at 
Courts  ;  but  where  are  they  not  to  be  found  ?  Cottages 
have  them,  as  well  as  Courts  ;  only  wich  worfe  manners, 
A  couple  of  neighbouring  farmers,  in  a  village,  will  con- 
trive and  pradife  as  many  tricks,  to  over-reach  each  other 
at  the  next  market,  or  to  fupplant  each  oiher  in  the  fa- 
vour of  the  'Squire,  as  any  t\v®  Courtiers  can  do  to  fup- 
plant each  other  in  the  favour  of  their  Piince.  Whatever 
Poets  may  write,  or  fools  believe,  .of  rural  innocence  and 
truth,  and  of  ihe  peifiJy  cf  Courts,  this  is  mori  uodoubi- 
edly  true — -that  Shepherds  and  Miniilsrs  a;e  both  men  ,: 
their  nature  and  paiTions  the  fame,  the  modes  of  them  on» 
ly  difrerent. 

Having  mentioned  common-place  obfervatioiis  ;  \  will 
particu'aciy  caudon  you  again (1  either  K:^^i-n^,  believirg,  or 
approving,  them.  They  are  the  cciTimon  topics  cf  wirlings 
and  coxcoGib^  ;  thofe  who  really  have  vyir,  hat? 2  the  urrjoit^ 
conrempt  for  them,  and  fcorn  even  to  laugh  at  the  pert 
things  thar  thofe  wculd.be  wit's  fay  upon  Tuch  fKbjeds, 

Religion  is  one  of  their  favourite  topics  :  it  is  all  prieft- 
Ciaft  ;  and  aa  invention  conttived  and  carried  on  b/Prlek;-, 
of  all  religions,  for  their  ow.'n  power  and  profiir.  Frovir 
thl5  a'jfurd  and  falfe  priaciple  iljw  the  common-pJace    in^ 

iicid 
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iipid  jokes  and  Jnfults  upon  the  Clergy.  With  iheCe  p«o- 
ple,  every  Prieft,  of  every  religion,  is  either  a  public  or  a 
concealed  unbeliever,  drunkard,  and  whoremafler  ;  wheye- 
ss  I  conceive  thai  Priefts  sre  fX'.remely  like  other  raen^ 
snd  neither  the  better  nor  the  vvcrfe  for  wearing  a  gown 
pr  a  furplice  ;  but,  if  they  are  diiFerent  from  other  peo- 
ple, probably  it  is  rather  on  the  fide  of  religion  and  mo- 
yality,  or  at  lead  decency,  from  their  education  and  man- 
ner of  life. 

Another  common  topic  for  falfe  wit,  and  cold  raillery, 
is  Ma  rimony.  Every  man  and  his  wi fie  hate  each  other 
cordially  |  whatever  they  may  pretend,  in  public,  to  the 
contrary  The  hufb^nd  certainly  vviibes  his  wife  at  the 
devil,  an<i  the  wife  certainly  cuckolds  her  h»fbrind.  Whe« 
leas  I  prefume  that  men  as  d  their  wives  neiiher  love  nor 
Jjate  each  other  the  more  upon  account  of  the  fotm  of  ma- 
trimony which  has  been  faid  over  them.  The  cohabitati- 
cm  indeed,  which  is  the  coiifequcnce  of  m?itrimony,  makes 
U*em  eiiher  love  or  hate  more  accordingly  ss  rhey  rei'pec- 
tively  d?ferve  it  ;  but  that  would  be  exadlly  the  fame  be* 
tween  any  man  and  woman  who  lived  together  without 
being  married. 

Thefe  and  miany  other  common  place  rcficdlicns  upon 
riTition'^,  or  profeiTun^^  in  general  (which  are  at  ieaft  as 
often  falfe  as  true)  are  the  poor  refuge  of  people  who  have 
neither  wit*nor  inyenfion  of  their  own,  but  endeavour  to 
fhine  in  company  by  fccond-band  finery.  I  always  put 
thefe  pert  jickanapefes  cut  cf  counieriarce,  by  looking  ex- 
tremely grave  when  they  c^.fp&.  thr-*:  I  it'Onld  lanph  st 
their  pleafantries  ;  and  by  latino  ^t?!I,  atid/o  ;  ns  if  tb^^y 
>'.';d  not  done,  and  that  th*^'  f'lng  were  fill)  to  come.  Thi^ 
(^ifcor^certs  fhem  ;  as  they  have  no  rrfources  in  themfeJvc?> 
rrn)  };;.vf;  but  one  frr  of  jokes  to  live  upon.  Men  of  partft 
sre  rot  rfduc^^^d  to  tbtfe  Ibifts,  and  hai/e  the  ntmoft  con- 
temp'  for  th^m  :  they  h\)C  proper  fwbj'?^s  enough  for  ci- 
ther ufeful  or  live  y  CGnv^rfations  ;  they  can  be  witty 
vifhout  fEtire  or  conimon  place,  and  fericw^  without  beir^ 
€u\\  The  ftcquentation  of  Couns.  checks  this  pptulancy 
f?f  mrsnnp's  ;  the  good  breeding  and  circumfpeflion  which 
fire  necefl'.Ary,  T.rid  only  to  be. L-^arned  there,  corrtdt  thofi? 
P^rtnCiT:?.  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  you  are  imp/oved  in 
^Qur  manners,  by  the  (kon  vidt  whicli  you    hsve  m^de  ar 

Dref- 
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pref^en  ;  and  the  other  Courts,  which  I  intend  that  you 
fliail  be  better  acquained  wiih,  will  gradually  froothe 
you  up  to  the  higheft  polilh.  In  Courts,  a  v? tiscjli  y  of 
genius,  and  ^  foftnefs  of  mannerj,  are  ahfolutely  necelTary  ; 
which  fome  people  mi  (take  for  abje£l  fiai:tery,  ani  having 
no  opinion  »f  one's  own  ;  whereas  it  is  only  the  decent 
snd  genteel  manner  o;  maintaining  your  ovvn  opinion,  a^d 
poffibly  of  bringing  ether  peofle  to  it.  The  manner  of 
doing  things  is  often  more  important  than  the  things 
themfeives  ;  and  the  very  fame  thing  may  become  cither 
pleafing,  or  offenfive,-by  the  manner  of  faying  or  doing  it. 
Miteriamjuperahat  apus,  is  of  en  faid  of  works  of  Sculp* 
ture  ;  where,  though  the  materials  were  valuable,  as  fiU 
ver,  gold.  i^c.  the  wo  kmanfhip  was  ilill  more  (q.  This 
ho'ds  true,  applied  to  manners  ; '  which  adorn  whatever 
knov\,Iedge  or  parts  people  Riay  have  ;  and  even  make  s 
greater  imprefTion,  upon  nin^:;  in  ten  of  mankind,  than  the 
intrinfic  value  of  'he  marerials.  Oa  the  other  hard,  re. 
member,  that  what  Horace  fays  cf  good  wricing  is  juiUy 
applicable  to  thofe  who  would  make  a  good  figure  ja 
Courts,  and  difuKguiOi  themfglves  in  the  fiiining  parts  of 
life  ;  Sapere  eji  princip'ium  et  fons  A  man  who,  without 
a  good  fund  of  knowledge  and  parts,  adepts  a  Court-life, 
Slakes  the  mod  ridiculous  figure  iiri3ginab!e.  ^He  is  a 
machine,  little  Tape  rior  to  the  Court  clock  ;  and,  as  thif; 
points  out  ths  hour?,  he  points  out  the  frivolous  employ- 
ment of  them,  Hs  is,  at  mod,  a  comment  upon  the 
clock  ;  and  according  to  the  hours  that  it  ilrikes,  tells  ycu, 
No'vV  it  15  lei'C^j  row  dinner,  now  fupper  time,  i^c.  The 
end  which  I  propaie  by  your  edacaiion,  and  which  {if~ 
jou  pJeaff)  I  ib.-\\\  certainly  attain,  is,  to  unite  in  you  all 
the  knovykdge  of  a  Scholar,  vich  the  manners  of  a  Cour- 
tier ;  and  to  join,  what  is  leldom  joined  in  ar^y, -of  r^y 
countrymen.  Books  nnd  the  VYo-ld.  They  are  commor^- 
h  twenty  years  old  before  thev  have  fp.ken  to  any  body 
^.b:v-  their  School-mailer  and  the  Fellows  of  their  co!  = 
;V,^^;  I'  they  happen  to  have  kiuning,  it  is  only  G'^rk 
rnd  Latin  ;  but  no^  one  word  of  Modern  Hificry  c-;  Lio^ 
dcrn  Language?.  Thus  prepared,  they  go  abroad,  £:?  ?h?y 
call  it  ;  but,  in  truth,  they  ftay  at  home  all  that  viUiiie  : 
for  being  very  awkward,  confoundedly  afhsmed,  and  not 
fpeakivig  the  largu^es,  they  go  into  no  foreign  ccrirary. 
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at  leafl  none  good  ;  but  dine  and  fap  wUh  one  another 
Only,  at  the  tavern.  Such  examples,  I  am  fure,  you  \m'I! 
not  mi  ate,  but  even  carefully  avoid.  You  will  always 
take  tBre  to  keep  the  beft  compsiny  in  the  place  where  you 
are,  wrfH:h  is  the  only  ufe  of  travelling  :  and  (by  the  way) 
tne  pleafarcs  of  a  genileman  are  only  to  be  found  in  the 
beil  compiJfT}  ;  for  that  riot  which  low  company^  mofl 
fa}&ly  and  impudently,  call  pleafure,  ii  only  the  fenfualily 
of  a  fwiae.  I  afic  hard  and  uninterrupted  ftudy  from  you 
but  one  year  more  ;  after  that,  ycu  fhali  have,  ev^ry  day, 
more  and  uiOre  time  for  yoar  amufements.  A  few  hours 
each  da;,  vvil  then  be  fjfHcient  for  application,  and  the  o* 
tkers  car; not  be  better  employed  than  in  the  pleafures  of 
gGod  coLt-ipany.         Adieu. 


LETTER      CXIX. 

London,  May  the  jTth,  O.  S.  174S. 
DEAR  BOY, 

T  Received,  yefierday,  your  let-er  of  the  i6th,  N.  S. 
j,_  and  have,  in  confequence  of  it,  written  this  day,  to  Sir- 
Charles  Williams,  to  ihack  him  for  all  the  civilities  he 
has  ihcwn  yoa.  Ylur  CuH  fetting  out  at  court  has,  I  find, 
been  very  favourable  ;  and  his  Polifh  M'jc^fty  has  diftin* 
-guiihed  you  I  hope  you  received  that  ina:k  cf  diflinfti- 
en  vv.ih  refpeft  and  with  fieadinefs,  which  is  the  proper 
behaviour  cf  a  man  of  friliion.  People  of  a  loiv,  obfcure 
education,  cannot  fiand  the  rays  of  greatnefs  ;  they  are 
i"righiened  out  01  their  wits  when  kings  and  great  men 
fpsT.k  to  rhem  5  chey  are  awkward,  efnamed,  and  do  not 
ktiovj  what  nor  how  'o  ^nfwer  :  Whereas  ks  hcnnctes  gsns 
are  not  dazzled  by  fuperior  ra»k  :  they  knew  and  pay  all 
the  refper^  that  is  due  to  it  ;  but  they  do  it  without  being 
difconcerttd  ;  and  can  converfe  jtul  as  eaf'Iy  wi.h  a  King, 
as  with  any  one  of  his  fubj-ds.  That  is  the  gieai  ad- 
vantage of  beiug  introduced  ycjr.g  into  gocd  ccix^pany, 
and  beipg  uft'd  early  to  conv^'sfe  wich  one*s  fuperiors. 
How  many  men  have  I  \€2\-\  here,  who,  after  having  had  the 
full  benefH  of  an  £ngli/li  education,  firll  at  fchool,  and 
then  ar  the  univerfuy  ;  when  they  have  been  prefented  to 
the  liifig,  did   not  know   wKe:her    they  Hood  upon  their 
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iieads  or  their  heels  ?  If  the  King  fpoke  to  them,  they 
were  annihilated  ;  they  trembled  ;  endeavoured  to  put 
their  hands  in  their  pockets,  and  miffed  them  ;  let  their 
hats  fall,  and  were  afhamed  to  take  them  up  ;  and>  in 
ihort,  put  themfelves  in  every  attitude  but  the  right,  that 
is,  the  eafy  and  natural  one  The  charadetiftic  of  a  well- 
bred  man  is,  to  converfe  with  his  inferiors  without  info- 
lence,  and  with  his  fuperiors  with  te{ft^  and  with  eafe. 
He  talks  to  Kings  without  concern  ;  he  trifles  with  wo- 
men of  the  firft  condition,  with  familiarity,  gaiety,  bit 
refped  ;  and  converfes  with  his  equals,  whether  he  is  ac- 
quainted with  them  or  not,  upon  general,  common  to- 
pics, that  are  not,  however,  quite  frivolous,  withoat  the 
lead  concern  of  mind,  or  awkvvardnefs  of  body  ;  neither 
of  which  can  appear  to  advantage,  but  when  they  are  per- 
feClIy  eafy. 

The  tea-things  which  Sir  Charles  Williams  has  gxvec 
you,  I  would  have  you  make  a  prefent  of  to  your  Mam- 
ma,  and  fend  them  to  her  by  Duvaj,  when  he  returns. 
You  owe  her,  not  only  duty,  but  likewife  great  obligati- 
ons for  her  care  and  tenderacfs,  and  confequently  canned 
take  too  many  opportunities  of  fhawing  your  gradtude. 

I  am  impatient  to  receive  your  account  of  Drefden,  and 
likewife  your  anfwers  to  the  many  qugdions  that  I  a^ksd 
you. 

Adieu  for  this  time,  and  Gad  blefs  you  ! 


LETTER       CX^, 

London,  May  the    27ih,  O.  S.'rjig, 
DEAR  BOY, 

THIS  and  the  two  next  years  mske  To  important  a 
period  of  your  life,  that  I  cannot  help  repestincr  to 
you  my  exhortations,  my  coniFnsnds,  and  (what  I  hope 
will  be  ftili  more  prevailing  wirh  yCu  tb«a  eirher)  Liy 
earnefl  intreatief,  to  employ  them  well,  Every  moment 
that  you  now  lofe,  is  fo  ma^h  char;:i:it:r  snd 'ail^'ajita^e 
!ofl  J  asj  on  the  o;her  hand,  evpry  nvrntejii'  thai  vers  now 
employ  uiefLKly,  is  (b  much  time  v-ifc'y  l;ud  out  a:  mctii 
prodigious  intereft.  Thefe  two  ;  r-a-v  .viui^  lay  tKe  foan- 
datiofig  of  ail  the  knavvJedge  iha^  yc^i  '■■:V^  t.v  ,-  :>;.   -  ,  ^^'i 
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may  build  upon  them  afterwards  as  much  as  you  plaale^ 
but  it  will  be  too  late  to  lay  any  new  ones.  Let  me  beg 
of  you  therefore,  to  grudge  no  labour  nor  pains  to  acquire^ 
in  time,  that  flock  of  knowledge,  without  which  you  ne- 
ver can  rife,  but  raufl  make  a  very  infigniScant  figure  in 
the  world.  ConOder  your  own  iituation  :  you  have  not 
the  advantage  of  rank  and  fortune  to  bear  you  up  ;  1 
ihall,  very  probably,  be  out  of  the  world  before  y©u  can 
properly  be  faid  to  be  in  it.  What  then  will  you  have  t© 
rely  on  but  your  own  merit  f  That  alone  muft  raifc  you, 
and  that  alone  will  raife  you,  if  you  have  but  eneugh  of 
it.  I  have  cfcen  heard  and  read  of  opprefTed  and  unre« 
warded  merit  ;  but  I  have  ofiener  (i  mighi  fay  always) 
feen  great  merit  make  its  way,  and  meet  with  its  reward, 
to  a  certain  degree  at  kaft,  in  fpight  of  all  difficulties. 
By  me"rit  I  mean  the  moral  virtues,  knowledge,  and  man« 
ncrs.  As  to  the  moral  virtues,  I  fay  nothing  to  you  ; 
they  fpeak  beft  for  themfelves,  nor  can  I  fufpeft  that  they 
want  any  rccommendatien  with  you  j  I  will,  thereforej 
only  affure  you,  that,  without  tkem,  you  witi  be  moll  un^ 
happy. 

As  to  knowledge,  I  have  often  told  you,  and  I  am  per* 
fuaded  you  are  thoroi^ghly  convinced,  how  abfolutely  ne- 
cefTary  it  is  to  you,  v/hatever  your  dellination  may  be. 
But  as  knowledge  has  a  mofl  extenllve  meaning,  and  as 
the  life  of  man  is  not  long  enough  to  acquire,  nor  his 
mind  capab'Ie  of  entertaining  and  digefting,  all  pans  of 
knowledge,  I  will  point  cut  thofe  to  which  you  fhould 
particularly  apply,  and  which,  by  application,  you  may, 
make  ynurfelf  perfc£l  matter  of.  Claffical  knowledge, 
that  is,  Greek  and  Latin,  is  afefolutely  necefiary  for  every 
body  ;  becaufe  every  body  has  agreed  to  think  and  to  call 
it  (o  ".and  the  word  iliiierate,  in  its  comtr-on  acceptation, 
means  a  mar.  who  is  igiiofant  of  thofe  two  languages.  You 
are  by  this  time,  I  hope,  preUy  rear  mailer  of  both,  f® 
that  a  fmall  part  of  the  d^y  dfdicared  to  thepn,  for  two 
years  morf,  will  make  you  perfefl  in  that  fludy.  Rhe- 
toric, Logic,  a  Utile  Geometry,  and  a  general  notion  of 
Ailronomy,  mull,  in  <.heir  turrs,  have  ^thcir  hours  too  ; 
jfi'jt  that  [  delire  you  (lioisld  be  dec,:)  in  any  one  of  thef-?  ; 
but  it  is  fit  you  fh^uLd  |vi;ow  fonvething  cf  thrm  all.  TliC, 
knowledge  "more  pa::i';i!;i;];''  ukfii!  aud  nectlTafy  for  youj^ 
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^oftflJw'ng  your  deilination,  confifts  of  Mo(3ern  Langua* 
ges.  Modern  Hiilory,  Chronology,  a?»d  Geography  ;  the 
JLaws  of  Nations  ;  and  the  jus  pui^licum  tmpnii.  Vou 
iiJuft  abiolutcly  fpeak  all  the  modern  languages,  as  purely 
and  corredly  as  the  natives  of  the  re^pc£tiv«  coua tries  t 
for  whoever  does  not  fpeak  a  language  perfc^Iy  and  eaU^ 
ly,  will  never  appear  to  advantage  in  converfat^an,  h.o^ 
treat  with  others  in  it  upon  cquarterms.  As  for  Fr^nch^ 
yoii  have  it  very  well  already  ;  and  muft^iieceflanly,  from 
the  univerfal  ufage  of  that  language,  kn..w  it  becier  and 
better  every  day  :  To  that  I  am  in  no  pain  about  that, 
German,  I  fuppofe,  yDu  know  pretty  w.c'i  by  this  tim^, 
and  will  be  quite  mafter  of  it  before  you  leave  Leipflg  i 
at  leaft  I  am  fure  you  may.  Italian  and  Spsniih  will 
come  in  their  turns  ;  and,  indeed*  they  are  both  fg  eafyj 
to  Ode  who  knows  Latin  and  French,  that  neither  of  ih«  im 
will  coft  you  much  lime  or  trouble.  Modern  Hitiory,  by 
which  I  mean  particularly  the  Hiliory  of  the  laft  three 
Centuries  /hould  be  the  objc£l  of  yeur  greateil  and  con^ 
ilant  attention,  efpecially  thcfe  parts  of  it  which  rrlae. 
more  immediately  to  the  great  Powers  of  Europe.  This 
ftudy  you  will  carefully  connect  with  Chronology  ar,d  Geo* 
grapby ;  that  is.  you  will  remark  and  retain  the  dates  of 
every  important  event  ;  and  always  read  vvlth  the  map  b^ 
you,  in  which  you  will  conftantiy  look  for  every  p'aci; 
mentioned  :  this  is  the  only  way  of  retaining  Geography  5 
for,  though  it  is  (boh  learned  by  the  lamp,  yeij  when  &n- 
\^  (0  learned,  it  is  ilill  fooner  forgot 
.  Manners,  though  the  htX,  and,  it .  .may  ts,  the  kwil 
ingredient  of  real  merit,  are,  however,  v>*ry  far  fr^^m 
being  ufelefs  in  its  GompoAtion  j  they  adorn,  ana  g>ve  no. 
additional  force  and  lufturs  to  both  virtue  and  knOvvlsJge, 
They  prepare  and  fraooth^^  the  way  for  the  prcgrefs  <sf 
both  ;  an<f  are,  I  fear,  with  ths  bulk  of  msnkirid,  morE 
engaging  than  either*  Remember,-  then,  th^  infinit?  ad- 
vantage of  Manners  ?  cahivate  and  impVG^e  ycuf  :^'at>  lq 
Che  ucmoil  :  good  ferrfe  will  fuggert  the  grea!  ruks  t^;.  vnu, 
good  compvmy  wsli  da  the  retl.  Thus  yo?^  dc  ^ow  m..ch' 
you  have  ta  do,  and  ho*  little  lifTie  to  do  i*  in  ',  k^t  Wiic.l 
you  are  thrown  qui  ittui  the  wofld^,  as  in  S  Cf;tifk  cf  y^m? 
you  maCt  hif  the  unavoidable  diffipafbf?  cfcofne&ny,  an.> 
ihi  iieceiT*/'/  a.'fr;s^tigi>,<  ^f  iism-.  k*.aa  ^f  irfcSass*  sj-  o:ht>rV' 
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i^Ul  leave  you  no   nme   to    undiertake   new   branches  €# 
knowledge  i  you  may  indeed,    by  a   prudent  allotment  of 
your  time,  t&kiyt  iomt  to  coaipletc  and  Eaiih  ihe  build- 
ing ;  but  you    will  never  find  enough  to  lay  new  founda* 
lioos.     I  hav;e  fuch    an   opinion    of   your   underftandingy 
Shat  I  ara  convinced  you  arc  fenflble  of  thcfe  truths  ;  an3 
that,  howcvir  hard    and    laborioua  yoilr    prefent  uninter* 
rupted  application  may    feem   ta  you,  you  will  rather  in- 
sreafe  than  lefTen  it.     For    God's  fake,  my  dear  boy,  do 
not  fquander    away  one    moment  of  jcur  time  ;  for  every 
moment  may  be  now   moft   ulefully  employed.     Your  fu- 
ture fortune,  charal^er,  and    figure  in  the  world,  entirely 
«iepend-upon  your  ufe  and  abufe  of  the  two  next  years.     If 
you  do    but  employ   them  well,  wh^t   may  you  not  rea-. 
Ibnably  expert  to  be,  in    time  ?  and,  if  you  do  not,  what 
iteay  I  not  reafonably  fear  you  will  be  ?  Vou  are* the  only 
one  I  e/!fr  knew,  ofihis    country,  whofe    education  was, 
from  the  beginning,  calculated  for  the  department  cf  fo= 
feign  affairs  ^  in   confeQuenc®.  of  which,  if  youvvill  ifjva-. 
riably    purfue,  ami    diligently    q^jalify    yourferf  for,  that 
object,  yoa^  may  make  yourfelf  absolutely  xitCtS^^y   to  the 
Government  ;    and,  after   having   received  ordeys    as  a 
Minifler  abroad,  fend  orders,  in  your    turn,  as  Secretary 
of  State   at    home.     Moll    of  our    Minif^ers  abroad  havs 
taken   op    that   departmeni  OGCafionally,  without    having 
evfer  thdaght  of  fore'^n    affairs   before  ;  msuy    of   them, 
without  fpeaking  any  one  foreign    language,  and    all    of 
i^hem' without  the  Manners  which  are  abl'dlately  necefTary 
towards  being  well  received   and  making  a  ^guie    at   fo- 
Teign  Courts.     They  do  the  bufinefs  accordingly^  that  ij> 
vej-y  ill  :   they  never   get  info  the  fecrets  of  thofe  Courts^ 
for  want  of^ir4finualioft  and  addrcfs  :  they  do  not  guefs  zi 
iheir  vifews^  for  want  of  knowing  their  interells  ;  and,  at 
lafl,  finding   themfelves   ve^y  unfit  fcr,  foon    grow  weary 
of,  theii  commi^ons,   and  arc  imparieht  to  recai'n  home  , 
(Vrhere  they  are  but    too   juftJy    Uiu    afrJe  and    ^cglefted. 
Every   moment's  cfmverfation  may,  if  vou    pjeafe,  be    cf 
ufe  to  you  :  in  this  view,  every  public  event,'  whichis  the 
coinmori  topic  sf  con yerrativ^ny  gives  you  an    opporrunity 
(Qf  getungjftsme    information.      For  cxarK^le  :   The  preli- 
misi^rics  oF  peace,  lately  concluded    at    K\x  la  Chapelle, 
wiU  bs  the   common    fiii)je(fl    of    rnoil.  converfajions  ;  fn 
^^hkh  vca  'AiH  tuke  ca^c  sg' R>k    the;  proper  auctions  ;  a-^. 
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WKat  Is  the  meaning  of  thc.A^ento  contra^  for  siegrocs, 
between  England  and  Spain  ;  what  che  anrsMal  ifeip  ; 
when  ftipula^ed  i^  ypon  what  account  fufpended,  ^c.  Yo\sl 
will,  likewife,  inform  yourfelf  about  GuAaila,  novs/ giv^a 
to  Don  Philip,  together  with  Parma  and  Placentis  ;  whonj  * 
they  belonged  to  before  ;  what  claim  or  pretenilons  Don 
Fh|lip  had  to  them  ;  what  hey  ai^e  worth  ;  in  Ihort,  cverj^ 
thing  conceining  tbem.  The  ceSons  made  by  the  Queea 
of  Hungary  to  the  Kin^  of  the  Sardinia,  are,  by  thefe 
prciiminaries,  confirmed  and  fecyred  to  hifu  :  you  wOl 
iafa  iire,  therefore,  what  they  are,  as5d  what  they  are 
v/orth.  This  is  the  kind  of  knowledge  which  you  fhoald 
be  rn(>ft  thoroughly  mafter  of,  and  in  which  cenverfailou 
will  help  you  almoft  as  much  as  l^ooks :  but  both  are  beft* 
There  are  hiHodes  of  every  coniiderabie  Treaty  from  that 
of  Weftphaiia^io^that  oi  0trecht,  incluiively  ;  all  which  I 
would  advife  you  to  read.  Pere  Bougeant's  of  the  Treaty 
of  Weftphalia,  is  an  excellent  one:  thofe  of  Nimegucn»  ^ 
Ryfwick,  and  Utrecht,  are  not  fo  well  written  ;  ^ut  are, 
however,  very  ufeful.  VKifieiri  €es  Trait es  de  Fdist  m 
two  voluiTies  foUos  which  I  recoHimended  to  you  fome  time 
ago,  »is  a  book  that  you  ftiould  often  confule,  when  you 
hear  mention  made  of  any  treaty  conch|ded  in  the  feven- 
teenthi  century. 

Upon  the  whole,  if  you  have  a  mind  to  fee  confideralile, 
.and  to  ihine  hereafter,  you  mull  labour  hard  now,  N9 
<|uicknefs  of  parts,  no  vivsciiy,  will,  do  long,  or  go  idj^ 
without  a  folid  fund  of  knowlrdge  ;  and  t!l|ae  fund  of 
knowledge  will  ^  amply  repay  all  the  pains  that  you  csa 
take  in  acquiring  it.  i^efiell;-  feriouily,  within  youffdf,, 
upon  all  this  ;  and  afk  yourfelf,  whetkisr  f  can  have  any 
view,  but  your  interell,  in  all  that  i  recomnricnd  to  yo^. 
It  is  the  refult  of  my  experience,  and  ftoji^s  from  t^t  jeft- 
dernefs  and  affection  with  whick,  while  yoQ  defcrve  thenSg  - 
f  fliall  bs  V'Jurs* 

Make  tny  ccmpliracnts  to  M;\  Harte,  ar.d  cell  iiitn  tlut 
5  b,ave  received  his  kt^sr  of  tke  24.th,  K.  S, 
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London,  May  the  till,  O.  S.   174S, 
PEAR  BOY,  - 

IHave  received,  with  great  fatisfafklon,  your  letter  of 
'the  zSth,  N.  §.  from  Drefd^n  :  it  finifhes  your  fbore 
fc)ut  dear  account  of  ihef  Reformation  ;  which  is  one  of 
thofe  interr.fting  periods  of  Modern  Hifto-y,  that  cannot 
be  too  much  Audited,  nor  too  minutely  known  by  you. 
There  are  tBa».y  great  events  in  Hiftory,  whicn,  whei\ 
once  they  are  aver,  Jeave  things  in  the  lituation  in  which 
tl**  V  found  them."^  As  for  inltance,  the  late  war  ;  whic^i, 
excopfirg  the  e(tabli(hment  in  Italy  for  Don  Philip,  leaves 
things  pretty  much  in  fiatu  quo  ;  a  rHurual  rcOiiur.on  of 
all  ac^uiiitiQiis  being  ftipulated  by  the  prelin-'inaries  of 
the  peace.  Such  even^  qndoubtediy'deferve  your  Eoricc  ; 
jbut  yet  not  fo  minately  as  thole,  which  -are  not  only  im» 
portant  in  themfelves,  but  equally  (or,  it  may  be.,  mere), 
impertart  by  their  confequcnces*  too  :  of  this  jaiter  kit 
were,  the  piogrefs  of  fh"  Chriiiian  Religion  in  Europe  ; 
the.invafion  of  the  Goths  i  the  divifion  of  the^  Roman 
Empire  into  Wefcern  and  Esftern  \  the  eHabliftiment  and 
rapid  progrefs  of  Mahometanifm  ;  and,  laAlv,  the  Refqr- 
Eiacion  :  a!i  which  events  produced  the  g^eateft  fhsjsges 
in  the  aipti's  of  Europe  i  and  to  one  or  other  of  which, 
the  prffent  fituation  of  si!  the  parts  cf  it  \t.  to  be  traced  yji* 

Next  to  thef^  are  tho/e  tvent>  which  rrj.j'-e  imrneclia?e]y 
sttc^  p.vrticu'ar  S'a'esard  Kingdoms  and  which  are  rec* 
konsd  merely  local,  though  iheir  inffuence  may,  and  Jn» 
cierd  very  of  en  does,  irjdircc\ly,  extfnd  vStli  further  5 
f'jch  as  C'vi]  w?rs  and  revoluno-r.'!,  trc/m  which  a  toisj 
(fhan|^in  the  foirn  of  government  r^tquentfy  Hows  The 
stvilwar?  in  ..AK^'g'p'.nf^,  in  ihe  reign  of  King  Charles  I. 
pi-odviced  an  entire  change  cf  the  g;overnrrieht  here,  from 
a  'ivi'.i'ed  Mdfta/chy  to  a  Ccmmtn-wealrh  ar"t5r(l,  ai^d 
^f;er\V;;rds  to  afefoJute  Power,  ufurped  by  Crornweli,  urw 
^ti  the  p  elence  of  pro'fifl^on  and  the  title  c-f  P'Otcsi^cr. 

The  Revoiuricn,  in  i6S3j  inllead  of  f hanging,  'p'"e- 
fc  ved  cur  form  of  gcvemrricnt  ;  which  Kir^g  Jnmei  \\, 
inendcd.to  iubvert,  and  elL'ibliih  abfolute  power  in  the 
£?ow;n. 

'    Tht'fe  .K?  the  two  frea'  ep'chas'in  cjr  Engliih  HiHcry, 
jvlnch  \  lecomniend  to  your  particular  aueniion.         The 
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The  league  formed  by  the  Houfe  of  Guife,  and  fOr 
tnented  by  the  artifices  of  Spain,  i&  a  nioft  material  paft 
of  the  hirtory  of  France.  The  toundation  oficwasiai4 
jn  the  reign  of  Henry  11.  but  the  fuperftrufture  was  car- 
ried on  chrough  t'le  fucceffive  reigns  of  FrancU  11.  Charles 
IX.  and  Henry  III  till  ac  laft  it  wa^crufh.d,  partly  by 
the  arms,   but  mor«  by  the  apoftafy,  of  Henry  IV.. 

la    G^erm any,    gnat    events    have    beett    frequent,   by 
ivhich  the  Imperial    dignity  has  always   either    gcven  or 
lofl  :  and  f.^farihey  ha~7e  .,fFei\ed  the    ccnUitu  ion  of  the 
Empire.     The  Houfe  of  Aulhia  kept   that  4igr,iiy  to   it- 
jelf  for  near  two  hundred  yearj  ;  during  which  time  i?  ws$ 
always  attempting  to  extend   its  p  wcr,  by    encroach u^^»' 
Vpan  the  ngh  s  snd   privileges    of  the  r/her  St,i         t    ^ 
Brnpire  ;  till,  at    he    end    of   \he,   f/^ilu/n  ^rir.  ^   ,   ■ 
Tres  y  of   Munfier,  of  wht^ii    France   : 
the  r.;;!pe^ive  claims- 
Italy  has  been.  co?;-ttsnt!y  tor  ?■'■  .    :     -.  , 
of  the  Goths,  by  th/t  Popes  and  ■  .  '•u'ly 

ioflported  by  other  £;•:-•  n;- v  •;  or  Europe,  mo^e  a^  theif 
intfireft  than  as  tiieir  .^  ,  ,  j  i  j.  tricm  ;  by  the  pretenfions. 
tiUoj  of  France  and  the  houfe  of  AuHn^;,  upon  Naples,, 
Sicily,  and  the  Milaneff  ;  not  to  men  in*  ihe  varioijs 
leff<?illiufes  of  fqaabbles  there,  fnr  the  Jiitie  Siaies,  facii 
as  Ferrara^_  Parma,  .Mont ferrat,  l^c^ 

The  Poetr,  till  {ate]y,  haye  always  taken  aconliderabi® 
^3rt,  and  bad  great  in||utnc£,  in  tbcaffiirs  of  Europe  : 
their  Excommunications,  Bulls,  and  Indulg?iBCSs,  ilood 
inftead  of  armies  in  the  times  of  ignorance  and  bigotry  ; 
bot  now  that  mankind  is  better  informed,  the  fpiritoal 
au'hority  ef  the  Pope  is  not  only  lefs  regarded,  but  evtti 
defpifed,  by  the  Catholic  Princes  themfelves  ;  and  his 
Holinefs  is  actually  little  rnore  than  Sifhcp  of  Rome,  wich 
large  temporalities  ;  which  he  is  not  likely  to  keep  longer 
than  till  the  other  greater' Powers  in  Italy  fiiall  Snd  ihei? 
conveniency  in  taking  them  from  him.  Among  the  mo- 
dern Popes,  Leo  th^Xth,  i^ilexander.  the  Vlih,  and  S'X* 
tos  Qaintus,  6t(eTve  your  particular  notice  ;  the  hrfl, 
among  other  things,  for  his  G»n  learning  and  talte,  cptfl 
for  his  encouragement  of  the  reviving  Arts  and  Sciences  in 
l^aly.  Under  his  pvotcfSicn,  the  Creek  and  Latin 
Claffics    were    moll   exceiienily    tranflaied  iato    fraiian    ; 

Ps  in  ring 
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Painting  Uoui'iiiied,  jmd  zrnvtd  nt  hs  petfc&ion  ;  and 
Sculpture  came  fo  near  the  ancie^ita,  that  the  werks  dt  hU 
time    both  in  marble  and    bronze,  are  now  called  Anticn' 

Alexander  the  Vhh,  together  with  his  natural  fpn 
Cefar  Borgia,  was  famous  for  hi$  wickednefs  ;  in  which 
he,  and  his  ion  too,  furpii^cd  all  imsgination.  Their 
Hves  are  well  worth  your  re  ding.  They  were  pjoifoned 
ihemrelves  by  the  f oifoned  wine  which  they  |iad  pre- 
|)ar€d  for  otkers  :  the  faiher  died  of  jt,  but  Ce|ar  recovered. 

Sixtus  the  Vrh,  was  the  fon  of  a  fwineherd  ;  and  raifed 
lilmfelf  to  the  Popeiom  by  his  abilities  :  he  was  a  great 
Icnave,.  but  an  able  aad  a  Angular  one. 

Here  is  Hiftory  enough  for  to-day  ;  you  fhall  have 
i^rnt  more  foon.     A^ieu. 


LETTER      CXJCIL 

Lendon,  June  the  21  ft,  O.  S.  1748. 
DEAR  BOY, 

YOUR  very  bad  enufteiaticn  rues  fo  mucli  in  my  head, 
and  gives  me  fuch  real  concern,  that  ii  will  be  the 
fubje^  of  this,  and,  J  believe,  cf  many  more  letters.  I 
congratulate  both  you  and  myfelf,  that  I  was  infarmed  of 
it  (as  I  hope)  in  time  to  prevent  jt  ;  ar.d  ihall  ever  think 
jjiyfelf,  as  hereafter  you  wiii,  I  am  furc,  think  yourfcif, 
iDfimtely  obliged  jo  Sir  Charles  Williams  fqr  informing 
me  of  it.  Good  God  I  if  this  uirgraccful  and  difagreeable 
manner  of  fpeaking  had,  either  by  your  negligence  ©r 
lUine,  become  habitual  to  ycu,  as  in  a  couple  of  yenrt 
Riore  it  would  have  been,  what  a  figure  would  yoa  have 
made  in  company,  or  in  a  public  aflcxnbly  \  Who  would 
have  liked  you  in  the  one,  or  liave  atfended  to  you  in  the 
ether  ?  Read  what  €iceYo  and  Quintihan  fay  of  E^unci' 
ation,  and  fee  what  a  ilrefs  they  lay  Oj;on  the  graceful- 
nefs  of  it  :  nsy,  Cicero  goes  further,  and  even  maintains, 
that  a  good  figure  is  neceffary  'tc^x  ain  Orator  \  and,  par- 
ticafarly,  that  he  muftnot  be  'vajus  i  that  is,  overgrowR 
and  clumfy.  He  fncws  by  it,  that  he  ktiew  mankind 
well,  and  knew  the  powers  of  an  agreeable  figure  and  a 
graceful  manner.  Men^  as  iysjII  a*  .woai^n,  are  much 
^  '  pftener 
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oftencr  kd  by  tisdr  keam,  thzn  fey  their  underfta«ding»» 
The  way  to  the  heart  is  tfaroBgh  the  fenfcs  ;  pl^afc  thei^ 
eyes  2.n4  their  eart ,  and  the  work  is  half  done.  I  have 
frequently  known  a  man's  fortune  decided  for  ever  by  hit 
firft  addrefs.  If  it  5$  pleafing,  people  are  hurried  invo*. 
lantarily  into  a  perfuafion  that  he  has  a  naent,  whicti 
pofibly  he  has  not  ;  as,  on  the  other  hind,  if  it  is  oei»» 
graceful,  they  are  immediately  prejudiced  againft  hirir, 
and  unwilling  to  allow  him  the  inerit  which  it  may  be  he 
has.  Nor  is  this  fentiment  fa  unjuft  and  unreafonable  at 
at  iirft  it  may  feem  ;  for,  if  a  man  has  parts,  he  mult 
know  of  what  infinite  confejjuehce  it  is  to  liim  to  have  ^ 
graceful  manner  of  fpeaking,  and  a  genteel  and  pleaifng 
addrefs  :  he  will  cultivate  and  improve  them  to  the  utmoft* 
Your  figure  is  a  good  one  ;  you  have  no  natural  defe^  in 
the  organs  of  fpe<'ch  ;  your  addrefs  may  be  engagin^^  and 
your  manner  of  fpe2king  graceful,  if  you  will  ;  fo  that, 
if  they  are  not  fo,  neither  1,  nor  the  world,  can  afcribe  if 
to  any  thing  but  your  want  of  parts  What  is  theconftatlft 
and  juft  obfervation,  as  to  all  aSors  qpon  the  flage  ?  Is  It? 
not.  that  thofe who  have  the  bell:  fenie  always  f peak  f he 
beft,  thoagk  they  may  happen  not  to  have  the  bell  veiees  ? 
They  will  fpeak  plainly;^  diilinaiy,  and  ivith  the  propel* 
cmphafis,  bs  their  voices  ever  To  bad.  Had  Rofcias  fpo- 
ken  ^ukk,  thick,  and  ungracefully^  I  will  anfwer  for  it 
that  Cicero  would  not  have  rh(iught  him  worth  the  oris. 
tion  which  he  made  in  his  favour.  Words  were  given  u$ 
to  communicate  our  ideas  by  ;  and  there  moft  be  fomethihg 
-inconceivably  abfurd,  in  uttering  them  in  fuch  a  marfner* 
as  that  either  people  cannot  underiland  them,  or  will  nd£ 
defire  to  underftand  then\.  I  tell  yoa  truly  and  fincefeiy, 
that  I  fhail  judge  of  your  p^rts  by  your  fpeakiag  gracefully 
or  ungracefully.  ifyOa  have  parts,  you  will  never  be  at 
red  tid  you  have  brought  youifelf  to  a  habit  of  fp€akvn;g 
ijioH  gracefully  ;  For  l  aver,  that  it  is  in  your  power. 
Vou  will  defiie  Mr.  Harte,  that  >ou  may  read  aload  to 
htm  every  day  ;  and  that  he  will  interrupt  and  corrtft 
you  every  tijne  thatvvou  read  too  fail',  do  not  ebfervc  the 
proper  flop-,  or  lay  a  wrong  cmphaiis.  Yon  will  rake 
care  to  op^s  vcu  f.eeth  vvken  yoa  fpeak  ;  to  artjcuiatcr 
every  word  diru;iaJ.v  ;  and  f.^  beg  r.f  Mr.  Harte,  Mr. 
Kjkt,  t>s  ivhoiTii^^tvc-  vcu  Ipe.ik    to,  to  si-mind  at:d   Sop 

jo:i 
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you  if  ever  you  faH  into  the  rapid  Snd  unintelligible  mut- 
ter. You  Will  even  read  alcud  to  you  felf,  and  tune  your 
uucrance  to  your  own  ear  ;  ^nd  read. at  firft  moclt-flwtt 
^han  you  need  to  do,  in  order  to  correal  yourfelf  of  that 
ibamefui  trick  cf  fpeaking  failer  than  you  ought.  In  ihort, 
ypii  wiiJ  make  it  vour  bufinefsj  your  ftudy,  and  your 
plcifure,  to  fpeak  well,  if  you  think  right  Therefore, 
Khat  I  have  laid  in  this,  and  in  my  hk,  is  cnore  than 
(itffi^cient,  if  ycu  have  fenfe  ;  and  ten  times  mc^e  would 
i^pt.be  fufiicient,  if  you  have  not  :  it  here  I  reft  it. 
,  Next  to  graceful  fpeaking,  a  genteel  carriage,  and  a 
graceful  manner  of  prefenting  yourfelT,  are  extremely  ne- 
ceiiWy,  for  they  are  extremely  engaging  ;  and  careleiTnefs 
in  thefe  points  is  much  more  unpardonable,  in  a  yo'ufig 
fellow,  than  afFe^ation.  U  fhows  an  ofFeniive  indifeence 
about  pleafmg.,  I  am  told  by  end  here,  who  has  feea 
you  lately^  rhat  you  are  awkward  in  you  motions,  afid 
licgHgent  of  your  jperfon  :  Jam  forry  {pr  both}  and  fo 
fvili  ycu,  when  it  will  be  too  late^  if  you  continue  fo  fome 
time  longer.  Awkward^fs  of  carriage  is  very  alienaing  ; 
and  a  total  negligence  of  drefs  and  air,  is  an  impertinent 
infalt  flpon  cullom  and  fafhion.  You  rememoer  Mr.  *  *  * 
very  well,  I  am  fure  ;  and  you  muft  corifequently  remem- 
ber his  exirtmt  awkwardnefs  j  which,  I  can  afTure  you, 
has  been  a  great  clog  ta  his  parti  -^Dd  merit,  that  hsve^ 
with  msch  difficuUy,  but  barely  cfiunterb^lanced  it  at  laft. 
Msny,  Co  whom  I  have  formerly  commended  him,  have 
asiwered  me.  That  they  were  fur^  he  could  not  have 
parrs,  becaj^e  he  was  fo  awkward  :  {o  much  $re  .feople, 
8«  I  obferved  to  you  before,  taken  by  the  &ye.  Womea 
have  great  influence,  as  to  u  man's  faihiot^able  chara^fer  | 
ajid^an  awkwar'd  man  will  never  have  their  vo.es  j  whi«h, 
by  the  way,  are  vert  numeious,  and  much  ohener  courted 
than  weighed.  Vou  /liuuld  therefore  give  hme  attendee 
to  your  drefs,  and  to  the  gracefulneTs  of  your  motions.  I 
•believe, ^indetd,  that  you  have  no  peife*^  model  for  ei  her, 
St  Leipfig,  to  form  yourfsif  upen  j  bat,  howev«-r,  do  net 
pet  a  habit  cf  negk^ling  either  :  and  atiend  prop.erly  to 
both,  when  you  go  to  Courts  ;  where  ihev  are  v^ry  necef- 
fary,  and  where  you  wiil  have  good  maimers  and  good  mo* 
dels  far  both.  Your  exsrcifei  of  riJing,  fencing,  ani 
<iancjf5g,    VY-ili  ciyilis^    bttd  failikn  \Qu:  bsd/    an^'  youf 
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Hmbi,  and  give  you,  if  you  will  but   take  it,   Pair  d\n 
hmnete  homme* 

I  wiU  now  conclude,  with  fviggefling  one  refle^lion  to 
you  ;  whicte  is,  that  you  fiiould  be  fenfible  of  you'-  good 
fortune  in  having  one  who  interefls  himfelf  enough  in 
you,  to  inquire  into  your  faultSv  in  order  to  inform  you  of 
them.  Nobody  but  myfeU  wquld  be  fo  folicitous,  ei:her 
to  know  or  correft  them  ;  fo  tiiat  you  might  confequent'y 
be  ignorant  of  thern  yourfeif ;  for  our  o»vn  felf-love  dMws 
a  thick  veil  between  us  and  our  faults.  Hut  when  yoo  hear^ 
yours  frOm  me,  you  may  be  fure  that  you  hear  them  from 
one  who,  fof  your  fake  only,  defires  to  corresfl  them  ; 
from  one  whom  you  cannot  fufpedl  of  any  partiality  but 
in  your  favour  ;  and  from  one  who  heartily  wifiies.  that 
his  care  of  you,  as  a  Father,  may,  in  a  little  time*  render  • 
every  care  unnecefTary  but  that  of  a  friead.         Adieu. 

P.  S.     I  condole  with  you  for  the  untimely  and  viokat 
death  of  the  tuneful  Matzel.  * 


*  The  following  Letter  and  Ccpv  of  Verfes,  being  Xq 
yfery  appoiite  to  the  fubje^t  mentioned  in  the  Poillcripr,  it 
h  prcfumed  they  may  be  agreeable  to  the  Public,  although 
not  written  by  the  late  Earl  of  Chefverfieid,  and  3itc;;ciy 
kferted  ia  the  foa;th  volume  of  Dodfley's  Coils^^iici-i.  • 

Letter  by  Sir  Charles  Hanbury  Williams. 

-To  Philip  Stanhope,  Efquire,  4&m^ 

i)re{<den,  the  idth^jfail^'V 
Bear  Stanhope, 

ACurfedl  arge,  frightfulj  blood-thinly,  horrib''e,  fier-c-; 
black  cat  got  into  my  rcom  on  Saturday-night:  j 
and  ycderday-morning  we  found  fome  few  refnaiits  of 
Matzel,  biit  traces  enough  to  prove  he  had  b^en  rnu-dere  i 
in  the  night  by  that  infernal  cat.  Stevens  ciic'.  ]D]c:: 
curfed  and  fwore,  and  I  jlood  dumb  with  grief  .r  -^hkh  ■ 
believe  wrui<i  have  ch^aked  me,  if  I  had  not  giV'.ir;  •. ;  ui 
to  ic  in  the  following  Ode  ;  which  I  have  ad.iclTvd  ;  :< 
ynu,  to  make  you  the  only  amends  in  my  r;:.r.v;r  f.  .-  ; b>* 
^o<3  of  ienfible.  obed^sn!-,  h;?rmor>io»;s  M^t^^'^i. 
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To  Philip  Stanhope,  Efqulrc, 

Upon  the  Death  of  Matzel,  a  favourite  Bullfinch,    that 
was  mine,  and  which  he  had  the  reverfion  of  whcncvei 
I  left  Diefden. 

-" — — — fungar  inani 

Munere, 

TRY  not,  my  Stanhope,  'tis  in  vaitt, 
To  Hop  your  tears,  to  hide  your  pain^^ 
O  chfxk  your  honeft  rage. 
(jive  forrow  and  revenge  their  fcope  ; 
My  prefent  Joy,  your  future  hope. 
Lies  murdered  in  his  cage. 

Matzers  no  more— —-Ye  Graces,  Loves,^ 
Yc  Linnets,  Nightingales,  and  Doves, 

Attend  ih*  untimely  bier. 

Let  cyery  forrow  be  expreft  ; -     .  _  . 

Beat  with  your  wings  each  moarnful  breaft^ 

And  drc^p  the  nat*ra4  tear. 

For  thee^  ray  Bird,  the  facred  Nine, 
Who  lov'd  thy  tuneful  notes,  Ihali  joia 

In  thy  funereal  verfe. 
My  painful  talk  fhall  be  to  wnte 
Th*  eternal  drrge  whick  th&y  indite. 

And  hang  it  ©n  thy  herfs. 

In  height  of  fong,  in  beauty's  prid^, 
By  iel\  Grimalkin's  claws  he  dy*d  ; 

But  vengeance  fiiall  have  way  % 
On  pains  and  tortuse  I'll  refine  ; 
yet,  Matzel,  that  one  death  of  thine 

His  nine  will  ill  repay. 

In  vain  I  lov'd,^  in  vain  I  mourn. 
My  bird,  who,  never  to  return. 

Is  filed  to  happier  fhades  ; 
Where  Lefbia's  fhall  for  him  prepare 
The  place  moft  charming  and  moH  fair 

Of  aii  th'  Elyfian  glades-. 

,  Thef.c 
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There  (liall  thy  notes  in  cyprefs  grove 
Soothe  wretched  ghofts  that  dy*d  ftjr  love  : 

There  fhalj  thy  plainHve  ftrai-n 
LulMmpious  Phaedra's  endlefs  grief. 
To  Procris  yiald  feme  fhort' relief, 

An^  fofien  Dido's  pain.  . 


LETTER      CXXIIL 

London,  July  the  ift,  O.  S.  1748.  ' 
DEAR  BOY, 

XAm  extremely  well  pleafed  with,  the  courfe  of  fiudies 
j^  which  Mr.  Harte  informs  rae  you  are  now  in,  and  with 
the  degree  of  application  which  he  afTures  me  you  have  to 
them.  It  is  your  intereft  to  do  fo^  as  the  advantage  will 
be  all  your  own.  My  afteftion  for  you  makes  me  both  , 
\vifli  and'  endeavour  that  you  may  turn  out  well  ;  and,  ac- 
cording, as  you  do  turn  out,  I  fnall  be  either  proud  or  a- 
{liniiied  of  you.  But  as  to  mere  intereft,  in  the  corainon 
scceptaiion  of  that  word,  it  would  be  mine  that  you  fhouli 
turn  ouc  iil  ;  for  you  may  depend  upon  it,  that  whatever 
you  have  from  rae  Ihall  be  molt  exaftly  proportioned  to* 
your  defert.  Defcrve  a  great  deal,  and  you  ihgli  have  a 
great  der.l  ;  deferve  little,  and  you  Aall  have  but  a  little  ; 
and,  be  good  for  nothing  at  all,  and,  I  affure  you,  you 
•fhall  have  nothing   at  all. 

Solid  knowledge,    as  I  have  often    told  yon,   is  the  firft 
and  great  foundation  of  your  future  fortune  and  charadlcr  ; 
for  I  never  men'tion  to  you  the  two  much  greater  points  of 
Religion  and  Morality,  becaufe    I    cannot  poiiibly  (aCpe^ 
you  as  to  either  of  them.     This  folid  knowledge    yau  asc 
in  a  fair  way  ©f  acquiring  ;  you  may  if  you    pleafc  ;  and 
I  will  add,  that  nobody  ever  had  the  means    cf   acquirir     'f 
it  more  in  their  power  than    you    have       But    rememf  //'^*^ 
that  Manners  muft  adorn  Knowledge,  and  fmojthe  i*  //^^'-^ 
through  the  world.      Like  a  great  rough  di;imonr'     /  -»  ^''^y 
do  very    well  In  a  cloiet,  h.y  way  of  curioliry,  ar    / ,  ^^J^^^Y 
its  jntrir.fic  value  ;    but  it:  will  never  be  -.voTn.       '  '^  ailo  for 
if  it  13  not  poIiOrfd.     It  is  upon  this  stI; 
1  fufped  you  the  moft,  which  make-  r  e 
z^n  ;  foo"  i  fear  that  you  are  apt  to  )^aj- 
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on  to  every  body,  and  too  much  contempt  to  many.  Be 
convinced,  that  there  are  no  perfsns  fo  infignificant  and 
inconfiderable,  but  may,  feme  time  or  oiher,  and  in  Tome 
thing  or  other,  have  it  in  their  power  to  be  of  ufe  to  you  j 
*^'hich  they  certainly  will  not,  it  you  have  once  {hown 
them  contempt.  Wrongs  are  of ten^ forgiven,  but  contempt 
never  is.  Our  pride  remembers  it  for  ever.  It  implies  a 
difcovery  of  weaknefTesj  which  we  are  much  more  careful 
to  conceal  than  crimes.  Many  a  man  will  confefs  his 
crimes  to  a  common  friend,  but  I  never  knew  a  man  who 
would  tell  his  ilUy  weaknefles  to  his  moll  intimate  one  : 
As  many  a  friend  will  tell  us  our  faults  without  referve, 
who  will  not  fo  much  as  hint  at  our  follies  ;  that  f  ifcovety 
is  too  mortifying  to  our  i^jlf-love,  either  to  tell  another,  or 
to  be  told  of  one's  felf.  You  muO,  therefore,  never  ex- 
p 8(^1  to  hear  of  your  weaknefies,  or  your  follies,  froni  any 
body  but  rae  :  thofe  I  will  take  pains  to  difcovef  ;  and 
whenever  I  do,  fnall  tell  you  of  them. 

Next  to  Manners,  are  exterior  graces  of  perfon  and  ad- 
tlrcfs  ;  which  adorn  Manners,  as  Manners  adorn  ICaow- 
ledge.  To  fay  that  they  pleafe,  engage,  and  charm,  as, 
they  raoft  indifnutably  do,  is  faying,  that  one  fiiould  do 
every  thing  pcffible  to  acquire  them.  The  graceful  man- 
r.c,r  of  fpeaking  is,  particularly,  what  I  Huill  always  hollow 
itl  voBr  ears,  as  Hotfpur  hollowed  Mortimer  to  Kerry  IV. 
and,  like  him  too,  I  have  aimed  to  have  a  SrarJing  taught 
to  fay,  Speak  dijlinftly  ar,d  gracefully  ;  a!»d  {quA  him  you, 
to  replace  your  lofs  of  the  unfortunate  Matzel  ;  who,  hy 
,  the  way,  1  am  told,  fpoke  his  'ai^guage  very  difdn^lly  and 
gracefully. 

As  by  this  time  ycu  mu(!  be  ab'e  to  write    German  to- 

lerably  wel',  \  defire  that  you  will  net  fail  to  write  a  Ger- 

jnan  letter  in  the  German  chargfter,  once  every  fortnight, 

to.  Mr.  Grevenkop  ;  which  wiil  mfike  ii  more  familiar  to 

.ou,  and  enable  rne  to  juc;ge  how  you  improve  in  it. 

3        Oo  net  forget  ro  anUvcr  me  the  qaefiions  which  I  t^zi 
%  g-cat  while  ago,  ih  relation    to  'he    conftiiution  cf 

>"'-*  '4  and  -iifo  the  meaning  of  the  words  Landfajfii  an<i 

SaxoH)       %■, 

Jthptj:2j^,.        -Qu  c^o  fW')t  forget  to  inquire    into    the  aiTairs  cf 
1  hope  )        ^*tmmer^e,  nor  to  get    t'ue    beil    accounts  yon 

7Va-eandL  n;odiiiVs    tnd    mariufj^t^urcs,    c.^porfs    $^4 

fptt  (A  ihe  CGsi.i. ,  im- 
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imports,  of  the  feveral  countries  where  you  may  be,  and 
their  grofs  value,  i  would  likcwife  have  you  attend  to 
the  refpedive  Coins,  gold,  iiiver,  copper,  Isfc,  and  their 
value,  compared  with  our  Coins  :  for  which  purpofe,  I 
would  advife  you  to  put  up,  in  a  feparate  piece  of  paper, 
one  piece  of  every  kind,  wherever  you  (hall  be,  writing 
upon  it  the  name  and  the  value.  Such  a  colleftion  will 
be  curious  enough  in  itfelf ;  and  that  fort  of  knowledge 
will  be  very  ufeful  to  you  in  your  way  of"  bufinefs,  where 
the  different  value  of  money  often  comes  in  queftion. 

f  am  going  to  Cheltenham  to-morrow,  Icfs  for  my 
health,  which  is  pretty  good,  than  for  the  dilSpation  and 
amufement  of  ihe  jouT^ney.     1  jfhall  ftay  about  a  fortnight. 

L'Abbe  Mably's  Droit  de  V Europe^  which  Mr.  Harie  is 
^Q  kind  as  to  fend  me,  is  worth  your  reading.     Adieu. 


L    E    T    T    E    R       CXXIV. 

Cheltenham,  July  the    6th,  O.  S,  174S. 
DEAR  BOY, 

YOUR  fchool-fellow.  Lord  Pulteney,  {^x  out  la^  week 
for  Holland,  and  will,  I  believe,  be  at  Leipfig  foon 
after  this  letter  :  you  will  take  care  to  be  extremely  civil 
to  him,  and  to  do  him  any  fervice  that  you  can,  whiJc 
you  ftay  there  ;  let  him  knov/  that  I  wrote  to  you  to  do 
fo.  As  being  older,  he  Ihould  know  more  than, you  ;  in 
that  cafe,  take  pains  to  get  up  to  him  ;  but  if  he  does  not, 
take  care  not  to  let  hirh  feel  his  inferiorir.y.  He  will  find 
it  out  hitnfelf,  without  your  endeavours  ;  and  that  cannct 
be  helped  :  but  nothing  is  more  infuhing,  more  mcrtify-' 
i~ng,  and  lefs  forgiven,  thnn  avowedly  to  take  p-tins  to 
make  a  man  feel  a  nionifying  infeiiority  in  kno'^/Iedge, 
rank,  fortune>'£5fc.  la  the  two  lafl  articles,  it  is  unjuft, 
thev  not  being  in  his  power  ;  and  in  the  iirfi;,  it  is  boih 
ill-bred  and  ill-natured.  Good -breeding,  and  good-na- 
ture, do  incline  us  rather  to  help  and  raifc  people  up  ro 
ourfelvcs,  than  to  mortify  and  deprefs  them  :  and,  in 
truth,  cur  own  private  interefi:  concurs  in  it,  as  it  is  ma- 
king curfelves  fo  many  friends,  'w.^.^zc.  cf  fo  many  ene- 
mies. The  conftant  p'ra£lice  cf  what  the  French  call  hi 
Aiti^^ilon:,  is  a  m<i^  licct'figry    isigrediefst    in    the    art    cf 

p'ea- 
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p!cafing  t  they  flatter  the  felf-love  of  tliofe  to  whom  they 
arc  fhown  ;  they  engage,  they  captivate,  more  than  things 
of  much  greater  importance.  The  duties  of  fecial  life,  c* 
very  man  is  obliged  to  difcharge  ;  bat  thefe  Attentions 
are  voluntary  afls,  the  free-will  offerings  of  good  breeding 
and  good-Rat-ure  j  they  are  received,  reirembered,  and  re- 
turned as  fuch.  Women,  particularly,  have  a  tight  to 
them  ;  and  any  omifiion,  in  that  refped,  is  downright  ill* 
breeding. 

Do  you  employ  your  whole  time  in  the  mod  ufeful  man* 
ECr  ?  I  do  not  mean.  Do  yoa  fludy  all  day  long  ?  nor  do 
I- require  it.  But  I  mean,  Do  you  make  the  moll  of  tUe 
refpeftive  allotments  of  your  time  ?^  While  you  ftudy,  is  it 
with  attention  ?  When  yon  divert  yourfeit,  is  it  with  Tpi* 
rit  ?  Your  diverfions  may,  if  you  pleafe,  employ  fome 
part  of  your  time  very  ufefully.  It  depends  entirely  upoti 
the  nature  of  them.  If  they  are  futile  and  fjivolous,  it  is 
time  worfe  than  loft,  for  they  will  give  ycu  an  habit  of 
fiitility.  Al!  g'-niiing,  field -fporrs,  and  fuch  fort  ef  amufc- 
fnents,  where  neither  ihe  underflanding  nor  thefenfes  have 
the  lead  (hare,  I  look  upon  as  frivolous,  and  as  the  rc/- 
fourfes  of  little  minds,  who  either  do  net  think,  or  do  not 
iove  to  think,  put  the  plesfures  of  a  man  cl  parts,  eiiher 
flatter  the  fenfcs,  or  improve  the  mind  ;  i  hepe,  at  ieaft, 
that  th'^re  is  not  one  minute  cf  the  day  in  which  you  do 
nothing  at  alL      Inadion,  at  ypnr  age,  is  unpardonable. 

Tell  me  what  Greek  and  L^tin  hcoks  you  can  now  r^^i^ 
vviih  eafe.  Can  yot?  open  D'moilhenes  t-.t  a  venture,  and 
uoderftand  him  ?  Can  you  get  through  an  Oration  of  Ci- 
cero, or  a  Satire  of  Horace,^  withrul  difiiculty  ?  What 
German  book  do  ycu  read,  to  make  ycurlelf  maOer  of 
that  i2ngu?gf:  r  And  what  French  books  do  you  read  for 
your  amufen^ent  ?  i*r:,y  eive  me  a  particular  and  true  ac- 
count of  all  thi?  ;  i\)T  I  am  not  inoiderervt  as  to  any  one 
thing  that  relates  to  you.  A^^  U>r  exarnple  ;  I  hope  you 
take  great  care  to  keep  your  whole  perfon,  parri'^ularly 
your  mouth,  vsry  c'ean  :  common  decency  requires  i-:  ; 
befides  thn;,  grtar  C'sanrinefs  is  very  conducive  to  health. 
But  if  you  do  rot  k«';p  your  mou'.h  excediv*^^!^  clean,  by 
wafhing  it  carrfujly  every  rooming,  and  af  er  every  mral, 
J8  will  not  on';y  be  ?pt  to  f>T;el>',  v.'hich  is  very  difgufting 
a.-rd  jnoecenr  ;  but  your  teeth  will  decay  zni  ach,  which  is 

both 
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both  a  great  lofs  and  a  great  pain.  A  fprucen-efs.  of  drefs 
a«al fo  very  proper  and  becoming,  at  your  age  ;  as  the  ne- 
gligence of  it  implies  an  indifFerency  about  pleafing,which 
does  not  become  a  youog  feliow.  To  do,  whatever  'yoa 
do  at  all,  to  the  utmoft  perfei^ion,  ought  to  be  your  aim, 
at  this  time  of  your  life  :  if  you  can  reach  perfefiion,  fo 
mack  the  better  ;  but,  at  leaft,  by  attempting  it,  you  will 
get  much  nearer,  than  if  you  never  attempted  it  at  all. 
\,Adieu  !  ^peak  grace fulh  and  diJlinHly^  if  you  intend  to 
converfc  ever  with,  Yours. 

P.  S.  As  I  was  making  up  my  letter,  I  received  yours 
of  the  6th  N.  S.  Ilike  your  diilertation  upon  Prelimi- 
nary Articles,  and  Truces.  Your  dtfinitiors  of  both  are 
true.  Thofe  are  matters  of  which  I  would  have  you  be 
mailer  ;  they  belong  to  yojr  futuie  department.  But  re- 
laember  too,  that  they  are  matters  upon  which  you  will 
much  oftener  have  occail^fi  to  fpe2k  than  to  write  ;  and 
that,  confequently,  it  is  full  as  necelTary  to  fp^k  graceful- 
ly and  diiUn^lly  upon  them,  as  to  write  clearly  and 
elegantly.  I  iind  no  authority  among  the  ancientSj, 
nor  indeed  among  the  moderns,  for  indiitin^  and  unintel- 
ligible utterance,.  The  Oracles  indeed  meant  to  be  ob- 
Vcuie  ;  but  then  it  was  by  the  ambiguity  of  the  tyipt&^i^ 
on,  and  not  by  the  inarticulation  of  the  words.  For,  if 
people  had  not  thoughc,  at  ieaft,  tiiey  underftood  them,, 
they  would  neither  have  freqaented  nor  prefcnted  them  as 
they  did-  ThefC  was  likswife,  among  the  ancients,  and 
is  fliil  among  the  moatrns,  a  (on  of  people  called  Vtntri- 
loqui,  who  fpeak  from  their  bsUIes.or  make  the  voice  feem 
to  coaie  from  fome  oiher  part  of  the  room  than  that  where 
they  are.  But  thefe  Fentriloqui  fpa.ik  very  diftindly  and 
inieiligibly.  The  only  thing,  then,  that  1  can  find  like  a 
preceiierit  for  your  way  of  fpeaking  (and  1  would  Vi/i!lingly 
help  you  to  one  if  I  could)  is  the  modem  art  de  perftjler^ 
prailifed  with  great  fuccefs  by  the  petits  maitrej  at  Paris. 
This  noble  art  confiih  in  picking  out  fame  grave,  ferior>3 
JRan,  who  neither  underftands  i-or  expeds  raillery,  and 
talking  to  him  very  quick,  and  in  ifiarticulate  Ibunds  ; 
while  the  man,  who  thinks  that  he  tithsr  did  not  hear 
well,  Of  aaend  fufHcienllv,  f.iys,  Monji^ur-^  or  Plait-ll  t  a 
hundred  lime^  ;  which  affjrds  matter  of  much  mirth  ra 
tshofe  ingenious  gentlemen.  VVheihcr  }cti  would  foHow 
thL-  prcxed:a:,  X  fubjuL  to  you.  liavs 
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Have  you  carried  no  Englifh  or  French  comedies  or  tra- 
gedies with  you  to  Leipfig  ?  If  you  have,  I  iniift  upon 
your  reciting  fbme  paflages  of  them  every  day  to  Mr. 
Harte,  in  the  laoft  diftindl  and  graceful  manner,  as  if  you 
were  adding  them  upon  a  (lage. 

The  firll  part  of  my  letter  is  more  than  an  anfwer  to 
your  queftion  concerning  Lord  Pulteney. 


LITTER      CXXV. 

London,  July  the  26th,  O.  S.  1748, 
DEAR  BOY, 

THERE  are  two  forts  of  underftandings  ;  one  of 
which  hinders  a  man  fcm  ever  being  conCderable, 
and  the  other  comraanly  makes  him  ridicaloos  :  I  mean, 
the  lazy  aind  ;  and  the  trifling,  frivolous  mind,  Yours, 
I  hope,  i«  neither.  The  lazy  mind  wiJl  not  take  the  trou- 
ble of  going  to  the  bottom  of  any  thing  ;  bat,  difcouraged 
by  the  hfft  diiScuItiej,  (and  every  thing  worth  knowing 
or  having  is  attended  with  fome),  fiops  fhort ;  contents  it- 
fclf  with  eafy,  and  confequently  fuperficial,  knowledge  ; 
and  prefers  a  great  degree  of  ignorance,  to  a  fmall  degrjee 
©f  trouble.  Thefe  people  either  think,  or  reprefent  moft 
things  as  impofiible  ;  whereas  few  things  are  fo  to  induftry 
and  adivity.  Butdif^cuhies  fee m  to  them  impofiibJHties  ; 
or  at  leaft  they  pretend  to  fhink  ^hem  fo,  by  way  of  ex- 
cufc  for  their  lazinefs.  An  hour^s  atten^'cn  to  the  fame 
cbjeft  is  too  laborious  for  them  ;  they  t like  every  thing  in 
the  light  in  which  it  iirft  prefents  itfelf ;  never  confider  ic 
in  all  its  different  views  ;  at>d,  in  fhot,  never  think  ic 
through.  The  confequence  of  this  is,  that  when  they 
come  to  fpcak  upon  thtfe  fubje^s  before  people  who  have 
confidered  them  with  attention,  they  only  difcover  their 
own  ignorance  and  lazinsfs,  and  lay  ihemftilves  opeo  to 
anfwers  that  put  thtm  in  confufian.  Do  not  then  be  dif- 
couraged by  the  firS  difficulties,  but  centra  audentier  ito  ; 
and  refolve  to  go  to  the  bottom  cf  aU  thofe  things  which 
Qstxy  gentleman  ought  to  know  well.  Thofe  arts  or  {zi- 
ences,  which  are  peculiar  to  certain  profcflions,  need  not 
be  deeply  known  by  ihcfe  who  are  not  in;tnded  f»r  rhofe- 
profefTion?.     As  U^  inftancc,  fof'if.cai?.on  and  navigation  ; 
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of  both  which,  a  fuperficial  and  general  knowledge,  fuck 
as  the  coainaon  caurfe  of  converfation,  with  a  very  lit- 
tle inquiry  on  your  part,  will  give  yoo,  is  fuffieiento 
Though,  by  the  way,  a  little  more  knowledge  of  fortifica- 
tion may  be  of  fome  ufe  to-you  ;  as  the  events  of  war,  in 
fieges,  make  many  of  the  terms  of  that  fcience  occur  fre- 
quently in  common  converfatlons  ;  and  one  would  be  for- 
ry  to  fay,  Hke  the  Marquis  de  Mafcarille,  in  Moliere's 
Precieu/es  RidicuUiy  when  he  hears  q^ une  <iemie  Lune.  %  Ma 
/it  c'etoit  bien  une  Lune  touie  entiert*  But  thofe  things 
which  every  gentleman,  independently  of  profeAlion,  iliouid 
know,  he  ought  to  know  well,  and  dive  into  all  the  depths 
of  them.  Such  are  languages,  hillory,  and  geography  an- 
cient and  modern  ;  philofophy,  rational  logic,  rhetoric  ; 
and,  for  yon  particularly,  the  conftitutions  and  the  civil 
and  military  ftate  of  every  country  in  Europe.  This,  I 
confefs,  i»  a  p.-etty  large  circle  of  knowledge^  attended 
with  fome  difficulties,  and  requiring  {on)Q  trouble  ;  which, 
however,  an  a(5^ive  and  induftrieus  mind  will  overcome, 
and  be  amply  repaid.  The  trifling  and  frivolous  rnind  13 
always  bulled,  but  to  little  purpofe  ;  it  takes  little  objed* 
for  great  ones,  and  throws  away  upon  trifles  that  tirr'^^and 
attention  which  only  important  things  defervv';.  K.-.Jck- 
n^cl^s,  butterflies,  fliells,  infefls,  ^c,  are  the  objet^s  of 
their  moft  ferious  refearches.  They  contemplate  the  drefs, 
not  the  charaflers,  of  the  Cojapany  they  kei;p.  They  at- 
tend more  to  the  decorations  of  a  Play,  than  to  the  fenfe 
of  it  ;  and  to  the  ceremonies  of  a  Courr,  more  than  to  its 
politics.  Such  an  employment  of  time  is  an  a^fjlure  iofs 
©fit.  You  have  now,  at  moil,  three  yeais,  to  employ  ei- 
ther well  or  ill  ;  for,  as  I  have  often  told  you,  yos  wiii  be 
all  your  life  what  you  (hall  be  three  years  he^-^ce.  For 
God's  fake,  then,  refieft  :  Will  you  thro.v  away  ihh 
time,  either  in  lazinefs,  or  in  trifles  ?  Or  vviU  you  sioi  rather 
employ  every  moment  of  it  in  a  manner  i hat  mull  k-.  foon 
reward  you  with  fo  much  pleafure. -figure,  ana  chxrai^tcr  ? 
I  cannot,  I  will  not,  doubt  of  your  choice.  Read  only 
ufeful  books  ;  and  never  quit  a  fubjefl  till  you  are  lHi?- 
roughly  mailer  of  it,  but  read  and  inquire  05?  rill  ther... 
When  you  are  in  coa-ipany,  bring  the  converfs-rion  to  icrr- 
u/eful  fubjeft,  but  a  portee  of  tba^  ccrap-.uvy'.  Pornts  of 
hUtorVj,  matters  of  literature,    the    ti^ilortij    ^:>f   pj^i^cuiar 
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countries,  the  feveral  Orders  of  Knighthood,  as  Teutonic, 
Malthefe,  ^(r.  ate  furely  better  lubjc^s  of  converfation 
than  the  weather,  drefs,  or  fiddle  faddle  ftories,  that  carry 
ro  inforrfiation  a!ong  with  them.  The  chara^ers  of 
Kings,  and  great  Men,  are  enly  to  be  learned  in  conver- 
fation ;  for  they  are  never  fairly  written  during  their  lives. 
This,  therefore',  is  an  entertaining  and  inftru^ive  fubje& 
cf  converfation  ;  and  will  likewife  give  you  an  opportu» 
nity  of  obferving  hew  very  difsrcntly  charaf^ers  are  gi' 
ven,  from  the  different  pafiians  and  views  of  thofe  who 
give  them.  Never  be  alhamed  nor  afraid  of  afking  quef- 
tions  ;  for  if  they  lead  to  information,  and  if  you  accom- 
pany them  with  fome  excufe,  you  will  never  be  reckoned 
an-impertinent  or  rude  queftioner.  All  thofe  things,  in 
the  common  courfe  of  life,  depend  entirely  upon  the 
manner;  and  in  chatrefpei^  the  vulgar  faying  is  true,  That 
one  man  ma^  better  (leal  a  horfe,  than  another  look  over 
the  hedge.  There  are  few  things  that  may  not  be  faid, 
in  fome  manner  or  other  ;  either  in  a  feeming  cc»nfidence, 
or  a  genteel  irony,  or  introduced  with  wit  :  and  one  great 
part  of  the  knowledge  of  the  world,  confifts  in  knowing 
when,  and  where,  to  make  ufe  of  thefe  different  manners. 
The  graces  of  the  perfon,  the  couatenance,  and  the  way  of 
fpeaking,  contribute  fo  much  to  this,  that  I-am  cdavincedj 
the  very  fam?  thing,  faid  by  a  gen; eel  p^i^Ur :!|i  an  en- 
gaging way,  &nd  graceful iy  and  diiHn^Iy  ^^nJken,  would 
pleafe  ;  which  would  Ihvick^  if  muttered  out  by  an  awk- 
ward figure,  with  a  fuUen,  ferious  countenance.  Th^  Po- 
ets always  reprcfent  Venus  as  attended  by  the  three  Gra- 
ces, to  intimate,  that  evea  Beauty  will  not  do  without,  f 
think  th'^y  ffeou'd  have  given  Minerva  three  alfo  ;  for, 
without  them,  1  am  fure,  Learning  is  very  unattraflive. 
Invoke  them,  then,  dijiin^ly,  to  acompany  all  your  words- 
and  motions.  Adieu, 

P.  ^S.  Since  I  wrote  what  goes  before,  I  have  received 
your  letter,  &f  no  data,  with  the  inclofed  jftate  of  the  -Pruf- 
lian  forces  ;  of  which  I  hope  you  have  kept  a  copy  :  this  you 
fhould  by  in  a  firiefcuiUg,  and  add  to  it  all  the  military 
cllabiiih meats  that  you  can  get  of  other  States  and  King- 
doms :  the  Saxon  efta'iliDiment  you  may,  doubilefs,  eaSly 
•?<ai.     B-y  :he  vvay,   do  itot  forg.et  to    fend  me    aiifv^ers  to 
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the  queflions  which  I  fent  you  fome  time  ago,  concerning 
both  the  civil  and  the  ecelefiaftical  affairs  of  Saxony. 

Do  not  raiftake  me,  arid  think  I  only  mean  that  you 
iliould  fpeak  elegantly  with  regard  to  llyle  and  the  puritjr 
of  language  ;  but  I  mean,  that  you  ihould  deliver  and 
pronounce  what  you  fay,  gracefully  and  diflindly  ;  fot* 
which  purpofe,  I  will  ha\c  you  frequently  read,  very  loud, 
$0  Mr.  Harte,  recite  parts  of  orations,  and  fpeak  paflages 
of  plays.  For,  without  a  graceful  and  pleafing  enuKciationj 
all  your  elegancy  of  ftyle,  in  fpeaking,  is  not  worth  one 
farthing. 

I  am  very  glad  that  Mr.  Lyttelton  approves  of  ray  new 
houfe,  and  particularly  of  my  Canonical  pillars.  My 
bull  of  Cicero  is  a  very  fine  one,  and  well  preferved  :  it 
will  have  the  bell  place  in  my  library  ;'*  unleOj,  at  your 
return,  you  bring  me  over  as  good  a  modern  head  of  your 
own  ;  which  I  faould  like  ftill  beccer.  I  can  tell  you, 
that  I  fhall  examine  it  as  attentively  as  ever  anuquary  did 
an  old  one. 

Make  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Harte,  whofe  recovery 
I  rejoice  at. 


LETTER      CXXVI. 

London,  Auguft  th6  2d,  O.  S.  1748. 
DEAR  BOY, 

DUvAL,  the  jeweller,  is  arrived,  and  was  with  me 
three  or  jfour  days  ago.  You  will  eafi'y  imagine 
that  I  a&ed  him  a  few  queilions  concerning  ycu  ;  and  I 
will  give  you  the  fatisiadion  of  knov^ing,  that,  upon  the 
whole,  I  was  very  well  pleafed  with  the  account  he  gave 
me.  But  chough  he  feeir.ed  to  be  much  in  your  intertlt, 
yet  he  fairly  owned  to  me,  that  your  utterance  was  rapid, 
thick,  and  ungracefal.  I  can  add  nothing  to  wh;u  I  have 
already  faid  upon  this  fubjeft  ;  bur  I  can  and  do  repeat 
the  abiolute  neceflity  of  fpeaking  diilinftly  and  graceiuny, 
or  elfe  of  not  fpeaking  at  ail,  and  having  recourfe  to  iicrt, 
He  tells  me  that  you  are  pretty  far,  for  on«  cf  v.^La  .  ,  -- 
this  youHiould  at^end  to  in  a  proper  vav  ;  'or  if. 
very  young,  you  fliould  gr*w  fal».  it  wou'd  be  Toubiero;;.!'. 
tan'tyholfonie,  and  ungracefiil  ;  you  lliould  chsrcfore,  when 
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you  have  time,  take  very  flrong  cxercife,  and  in  youi  diet 
avoid  fattening  things.  All  malt-liquors  fatten,  or  at 
lead  b\oit  ;  and  I  hope  you  do  not  deal  much  in  them. 
I  look  upon  wine  and  water  to  be,  in  every  leipedl,  much 
wholefomer. 

Duval  fays,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  very  good  company 
at  Madame  Valentin's,  and  at  another  Lady's,  I  think  one 
Madame  Ponce's,  at  Leipfig.  Do  you  ever  go  to  cither 
of  thofe  houfes,  at  leifure  times  ?  It  would  not,  in  my 
mind,  be  amifs  if  you  did  ;  and  would  give  you  a  habit 
of  a/te»fions  -  they  are  a  tribute  which  all  women  expedt, 
and  which  all  men,  who  would  be  well  received  by  them, 
muft  pay.  And,  whatever  the  mind  may  be,  manners,  at 
ieall,  arc  certainly  improved  by  the  company  of  women  of 
falhion. 

I  have  formerly  told  you,  that  you  fhould  inform  your* 
felf  of  the  feveral  Order?,  whether  military  or  religious, 
of  the  refpe6live  countries  where  ycu  may  be.  The  Teu-= 
tonic  Order  is  the  great  Order  of  Gefraany,  of  which  I 
fend  ycu  inclofed  a  {hori:  account.  It  may  ferve  to  fuggeft 
queftions  to  you,  for  more  particular  inquiries,  as  to  the 
prtfent  Hate  of  it  :  of  which  you  ought  to  be  minutely  in- 
formed. The  ICnights,  at  prefent,  make  vows,  of  which 
they  obferve  none,  except  it  be  that  of  not  marrying  5 
and  their  only  objedl.  now,  is  to  arrive,  by  feniority,  at 
the  Commandaries  in  their  refpedtive  provinces  ;  which  are 
many  cf  thein,  very  lucrative.  The  Order  of  Maltha  is, 
by  a  vevy  few  years,  prior  to  the  Teutonic,  and  owes  its 
four,dation  to  the  fame  caofes.  Thefa  Knights  were  $rfl 
called  Knights  Hofpitaliers  of  St.  John  of  Jcrufalem  ;  theR^ 
Kn'ghcs  of  Rhodes  ;  and,  in  the  year  153©,  I^nights  of 
I^lal'ha,  the  Emperor  Charles' V.  having  granted  thetn 
tbs'  iflird,  upon  condition  of  their  defending  his  ifland 
Of  Sic:!!y  againjt  the  Turks  :  which  thev  ciFe£iualIy  did. 
L'Acbe  ce  Vertor  has  wriicen  the  Mifiory  of  Maltha  ;} 
but  it  is  the  leait  valuable  of  ali  his  works  ;  and,  more'? 
CAc,  coo  long  For  ycu  to  read,  But  ihcie  is  a  fhort  hif- 
tc-y  of  ail  the  Military  Orders  whatfopver,  wliich  I  would 
advife  y*.-;  to  get  ;  as  there  is  alfo  of  all  the  Religious 
O.defs  ;  both  which  are  worth  your  having,  and  confultr 
jng,  whenever  you  meet  with  any  of  them  in  your  way  ; 
as  )cu  wili>  suy  freouentl} ,  in  Catholic  couniries.     ^or  n\)' 
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own  part,  I  find  that  T  remember  thinp;s  much  better, 
when  I  recur  to  my  books  for  them  upon  feme  parucular 
occafion,  than  by  reading  them  tout  de  fuitt.  As  for  ex- 
amp  e  :  If  I  were  to  read  the  hiilory  of  ail  the  miUtary  or 
religious  Orders,  regularly,  one  afie^-  another,  the  latter 
puts  the  former  out  of  my  head  ;  but  when  I  read  the 
hiftory  of  ony  one,  upon  account  of  its  having  been  the 
objeft  of  converlation  or  difputc,  I  remember  it  much 
better^  It  is  the  fame  in  Geography  ;  where,  looking 
for  any  particular  place  in  the  map»  upon  fome  particular 
account,  fixes  it  in  one's  memory  for  ever  I  hope  you 
have  worn  out  your  maps,  by  frequent  ufe  of  that  fort. 
Adieu. 

A   fhort   Account   of   the   Teutonic    Order. 

IN  the  ages  of  tgnaranc?,  which  is  always  the  mother  of 
fuperftition,  it  was  thought  not  only  juft,  but  merito- 
rious, to  propagate  religion  by  fire  and-  fword,  and  to 
take  away  the  lives  and  properties  of  unbelievers.  This 
cnthufiafm  produced  the  feveral  Croifadoes,  in  the  nth* 
1 2th,  and  folJowing  centuries  ;  the  obje(?l  of  which  was, 
to  recover  the  Holy  Land  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Infidels  ; 
who,  by  the  way,  were  the  lawful  polTeirors.  Many 
honell  enthufiarts  engaged  in  thefe  Cro'fadoes,  from  a 
miftaken  principle  of  religion,  and  from  the  pardons 
granted  by  the  Popes  for  all  the  fins  of  thofe  pious  adven*- 
turers  ;  but  many  more  knaves  adopted  thefe  holy  wars, 
in  hopes  of  conqueft  and  plunder. 

Afer  Godfrey  of  Souillon,  at  the  head  of  thefe  knaves 
and  fools,  had  taken  Jerufalem,  in  the  year  1099,  Chrif- 
tians  of  various  nations  remained  in  that  city  ^  among  the 
rejd,  was  one  good  honell  German,  that  took  particular  car© 
of  his  countrymen,  who  come  thither  in  pilgdmages* 
He  built  a  houfe  for  their  reception,  and  an  hofpital  de- 
dicated to  the  Virgin.  This  litde  eftablilhment  ibon  be- 
came a  great  one,  by  the  cnthufiafm  of  many  confiderable 
peeple  who  engaged  in  it.  in  order  to  drive  the  Saracens 
out  of  the  Holy  Land,  This  fociety  then  began  to  take 
its  firft  form  ;  and  its  members  were  c^Jled  Marian  Teu- 
tonic Knights.  Marian,  from  their  chapel,  facred  to  the 
Virgin  Mary  ;  Teutonic,  from  the  German,  or   Teuton, 
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who  was  the  author  of  it  ;  and   Knights,  from    the  wars 
which  they  were  to  carry  on  ag^inft  the  Infidels. 

Thefe  Knights  behaved  tbemfelves  {q  bravely,  at  firll, 
that  Duke  Frederick  of  Suabia,  who  was  Geneaal  of  the 
German  army  in  the  Holy  Land,  fent,  in  the  year  119I5 
to  the  Emperor  Henry  VI.  and  P6pe  Celeltin  III,  to  de- 
fire  that  this  brave  and  charitable  fraternity  might  be  in- 
corporated into  a  regalar  Order  of  Kmghihood  ;  which  was 
accordingly  done,  and  rules  and  a  particular  habit  were  given 
them.  Forty  Knights,  all  of  noble  famlHes,  were  at  iirft 
created,  by  the  King  of  Jerufsleni,  and  other  Princes 
then  in  the  atmy.  The  firft  Grand  Mailer  of  this  Order 
was  Henry  Wallpot,  of  a  noble  fanrjily  upon  the  Rhine. 
This  order  foon  began  to  operate  in  Europe ;  drove  all  the 
Pagans  out  of  PrufTis,  and  took  pofTeHion  of  it.  Sooft  after, 
they  got  Livonia  and  Courland  ;  and  invaded  even  Ruffia, 
where  they  introduced  the  Chriftian  religion.  In  1510, 
they  defied  Albert  Marquis  cf  Brandenburgh  for  their 
Grand  Mailer  ;  who,  turning  ProtcHant,  fcon  aftei wards 
tonk  Pruflia  from  the  Order,  ?.nd  kept  it  for  himfcif, 
with  the  confent  of  Sigifmund,  King  of  Poland,  of  whom 
it  was  to  held.  He  then  qaitted  his  Grand-Mafterfhip, 
and  made  hinjfelf  Hereditary  Duke  of  that  country,  .which 
is  thence  called  Ducal  Priifiia.  This  order  now  confifls 
of  twelve  provinces  ;  i/s.  Alfaiia,  Aullria,  Coblentz, 
and  Etfch  ;  which  s?e  the  four  under  the  Pruflian  jurif* 
^idlon  :  Frarccnia,  HeiVe,  Bieffen,  Wedphalia,  Lorrain, 
Thuringia,  Saxony,  and  Unecht  ;  which  eight  are  of  the 
German  jurifdidion.  The  Dutch  now  pofTefs  all  that 
the  Order  had  in  Utrecht.  Every  on^^  of  thefe  provinces 
have  their  particular  Cornmandaries  ;  and  the  moil  ancient 
of  thefe  Ccmmandturs  is  called  the  Commandeur  Pro-vincial, 
Thefe  twelve  Commandiurs  are  all  fubordinate  to  the  Grandi 
Mafter  of  Germany  as  their  Chief,  and  have  the  right  of 
eleding  the  Grand  Mailer.  The  Eieiftor  of  Cologne  is 
at  prefent  Gravd  Mditre. 

Thi:.  Ox^^r,  founded  by  miftaken  Ch;illian  zeal,  upon 
the  Antichnil  an  principles  cf  violence  and  perfecudcn, 
fjon  grew  ftrong,  by  the  weaknefs  and  ignorance  of  the 
times  ;  acquired  unjuftly  great  pcfHfiions,  cf  which  they 
judly  left  the  gr'^'a^eil  part  by  their  ambition  and  cruelty, 
which  made  them  feared  and  hated  by  ail  their  neighbcurs, 
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X  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the  4th,  N. 
S.  and  have  only  time  to  tell  you^  that  I  can  by  no  meant 
agree  to  your  cutting  off  your  hair.  I  am  very  fare  that 
your  head-achs  cannot  proceed  from  thence.  And  as  for 
the  pimples  upon  your  head,  they  are  only  owing  to  the 
lieat  of  the  feafon  ;  and  confequently  will  not  latl  long« 
But  your  own  hair  is,  at  your  age,  fuch  an  ornament  5 
and  a  wig,  however  well  made,  fuch  a  difguife  ;  that  I 
will  upon  no  account  whatfoever,  have  you  cut  off  your 
hair.  Nature  did  not  give  i:  you  for  nothing,  ftill  lefs  to 
caufe  you  the  head-ach.  Mr.  Eliot*s  hair  grew  (o  ill  and 
buQiy,  that  he  was  in  the  right  to  cut  it  off;  but  you 
have  not  the  fame  reafon. 


LETTER      CXXVIL 

London,  Augoll  the  23d,  @.  S.  I74f. 
DEAR  BOY, 

YOUR  friend  Mr.  Eliot  has  dined  with  me  twice  iince 
I  returned  hither  ;  and  I  can  fay  with  truth,  that, 
while  I  had  the  feals,  I  never  examined  or  iifted  a  flate- 
prifoner,  with  fo  much  care  and  curiofity,  as  I  did  him. 
Nay/  I  did  more  :  for,  contrary  to  tbe  laws  of  this  coun- 
try, I  gave  him,  in  fome  manner,  the  .%^/?/5«  ordinary 
and  extraordinary  ;  and  I  have  infinite  pleefure  in  celling 
you,  that  the  rack,  whirh  I  put  hitn  to,  did  not  extote 
from  him  one  iingle  word  that  i^as  not  fuch  as  I  wifhed  to 
hear  of  you.  I  heartily  congratulate  you  upon  fuch  an 
advantageous  teftimony,  from  fo  creditable  a  witnefs, 
Laudari  a  laudato  njirOi  is  one  of  the  greateft  pleafurea  and 
honours  a  rational  being  can  have  ;  may  ycu  long  conti- 
nue to  deferve  it  !  Your  averiioo  to  drinking,  and  your 
diflike  to  gaming,  which  Mr.  Eliot  alilires  !ne  are  botli 
^tT^  ftrong,  give  me  the  greateft  joy  imaginable,  for  yaer 
fake  ;  as  the  former  would  ruin  both  your  conltltudon  and 
underftanding,  and  the  latter  your  fortune  and  chas-s^er. 
Mr.  H  ifte  wrote  me  word  fome  time  ago,  and  Mr-  Eliot 
confirms  it  now,  that  ycu  employ  your  pin-money  in  a 
very  dilTerent  manner  from  that  la  which  pia-money  is 
commonly  lavlihed  :  not  in  gew-gaws  and  baubles,  but  im 
buying  good  snd  uf^ful  books.     This  is  sn  excellent  fymp- 
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torn,  and  gives  me  very  good  hopes.  Go  on  thus,  mjr 
dear  boy,  but  for  thefe  two  next  years,  and  I  alk  no  more. 
You  muft  then  make  fuch  a  figure,  and  fuch  a  fortune  in 
the  world,  as  f  wifh  you,  and  as  I  have  taken  all  thefe 
pains  to  enable  you  to  do%  ^fter  that  time,  I  allow  you 
to  be  as  idle  as  ever  you  pleafe  ;  becaufe  I  am  fure  that 
you  will  not  then  pleafe  to  be  fo  at  all.  The  ignorant  and 
the  weak  only  are  idle ;  but  thofe,  who  have  once  acquired 
a  good  flock  of  knowledge,  always  deflre  to  increafe  it. 
Knowledge  is  like  power,  in  this  refpe£fc,  that  thofe  who 
have  the  mofl,  are  moft  defirous  of  having  more.  It  does 
not  cloy  bypo/Teffion,  but  incteafes  deiire  ^  which  is  the 
cafe  of  very  few  pleafures. 

Upon,  receiving  this  congratulatory  letter,  and jeading 
your  own  praifes,  I  am  fure  tha«  i\  muft  naturally  occur  to 
you,  how  great  a  (hare  of  them  you  owe  to  Mr  Harte's 
care  and  attention  j  and  confequently,  ihat  your  regard 
and  afFeSlion  for  him  muft  increafe,  if  there  be  room  for 
it,  in  proportion  as  you  reap,  which  you  do  daily,  the 
fruits  of  his  labours. 

I  muft  not»  however,  conceal  from  you,  that  there  was 
one  article  in  which  your  own  witnefs,  Mr  Eliot,  faul- 
tered  ;  for,  upon  my  queftioning  him  home,  as  to  your 
manner  of  fpeaking,  he  could  not  fay  that  your  utterance 
was  either  diftindt  or  graceful.  I  have  already  faid  Co 
much  to  you  upon  this  point,  that  I  can  add  nothing. 
I  will  therefore  only  repeat  this  truth,  which  is,  That  if 
you  will  not  fpeak  diftinftly  and  gracefully,  nobody  will 
deflre  to  hear  you. 

I  am  glad  to  learn  that  Abbe  Mably's  Droii  Public  de 
V  Europe  makes  a  part  of  your  evening  amufements  It 
is  a  very  ufcful  book  ;  and  gives  a  clear  deduction  of  the 
affairs  of  Europe,  from  the  Treaty  of  Munfler  to  this  time. 
Pray  read  it  with  attention,  and  with  the  proper  maps  ; 
always  recurring  to  them  for  the  feveral  ccuniries  or  towns 
yielded,  taken,  or  reftcred»  Pere  Beugeant's  third  vo- 
lume will  give  the  bed  idea  of  the  Treaty  of  Munfler, 
and  open  to  you  the  fevera!  views  of  the  belligerent  ar;d 
contrafting  pnrties  :  and  there  never  were  greater  than  at 
that  time.  The  Houfe  of  Auliria,  in  the  war  irrimedlarely 
preceding  that  Treaty,  intended  ro  make  itfeif  abfol-ute  in 
theEfiipire,  and  ro  cyerthjciv  'hv^  rights  cf  the  refpcfti-ze 
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States  of  it.  The  view  of  France  ^vas,  to  weaken  ind 
difmember  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  that 
it  fhould  no  longer  be  a  couaterbalance  to  that  of  bour- 
bon. Sweden  wanted  poffeflions  upon  the  continent  of 
Germany,  not  only  to  fupply  the  neceffities  of  irs  «>wn 
poor  and  barren  country,  but  likewife  to  hold  he  balance 
in  the  Empire  between  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  and  theStatcSc 
The  Houfe  of  Brandenburg  wanted  to  aggtandiie  itfelf  by 
pilfering  in  the  fire  ;  changed  fides  occafiooally,  and  made 
a  good  bargain  at  iaft  ;  for  I  think  it  got,  at  tha  peace* 
ftine  or  ten  biflioprics  fecularifed.  ,  So  that  we  may  dst^^ 
from  the  Treaty  of  Munfter  the  decline  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria,  the  great  power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  and 
the  aggrandifemcnt  of  that  of  Brandenburg  :  and  I  am 
much  miftaken  if  it  (lops  where  it  is  now. 

Make  my  compliments  to  Lord  Puheney  ;  to  whoin  f 
would  have  you  be  not  only  attentive,  bur  ufeful,  by  fet- 
ting  him  ^in  cafe  he  wants  it)  a  good  example  of  applica- 
tion and  temperance.  I  begin  to  believe,  that,  as  1  ihall 
be  proud  of  you,  others  will  be  proud  too  of  imiiathig 
you.  Thofe  expei^ations  of  mine  feem  now  fo  well- 
grounded,  that  my  difappointment,  and  cer^fequen  ly  inv 
EPger,  will  be  fo  much  the  greater,  if  they  hii  ;  but,  ?$ 
things  ftand  new,  I  am  moft  affsdionaiely  ejid  ceficeiiy 
Yjurs. 

Ju    E    r    T    E    R      CXXVIII. 

Londoe,  Auguft  the  30th,  0,  S.  17.18. 
DEAR  BOY, 

YOUR  reflexions  upon  ike  condudl  cf  ¥rvn  e,  f,©^ 
the  treaty  of  Munfter  to  this  time,  a^e  vrry  pM  i 
Jind  I  am  very  glad  to  find,  by  them,  Cazx  j<ju  not  c-:vy 
lead,  but  that  you  think  and  reSed  upon  what  yo-.i  fesd. 
Many  great  readers  load  their  memories,  witlicui  esKT- 
ciilng  their  judgments  ;  and  make  lumber-Toou*^  of  i^t^ir 
heads,  inftead  of  furniffeing  tliem  ufefa-fy  :  htU  &rz 
heaped  upon  fafts,  without  order  or  ii'iAinO.ior'j  2^d  r^.ay 
juftiy  be  faid  to  compoftf  toac 
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Go  on,  then,  in  the  way  of  reading  that  you  are  m  i 
Jake  nothing  for  granted,  upon  the  bare  authority  of  the 
author  ;  but  weigh  and  confider,  in  you  own  mind,  the 
probability  of  the  fa(5ts,  and  the  jullncfs  of  the  reflexions. 
Confult  different  authors  upon  the  fame  fa£ls,  and  form 
your  opinion  upon  the  greater  or  lelTer  degree  of  proba- 
bility arifmg  from  the  whole  ;  which,  in  my  mind,  is 
the  utmoft  ftretch  of  hillorical  faith  i  certainty  (I  fear) 
not  being  to  be  found.:  When  an  hiftorian  pretends  to 
give  you  the  caufes  and  motives  of  events,  compare  thofe 
caufcs  and  motives  with  the  characters  and  iatereih  of  the 
parlies  concerned,  and  judge  for  youifelf  whether  they  cor- 
refponed  or  not,  Confider  whether  you  cannot  affign  o- 
thers  more  probable  :  and  in  that  examination,  do  nos 
defpife  fome  very  mean  and  trifling  caufes  of  the  adicna 
of  great  men  ;  for  fa  various  and  inconfiftent  is  human 
nature,  fo  llrong  arvd  fo  changeable  arc  our  pa:3ions,  fo 
£u{luaiing  are  our  wills,  and  fo  mw^  are  our  minds  in- 
fluenced by  the  accidents  of  our  bodies,  that  every  man  is 
more  the  man  of  the  day,  than  a  regular  and  ^onff  quenti- 
a)  charader.  The  beft  have  fomeihing  bad,  and  fome- 
thing  little  ;  the  vvofft  have  fomething  good,  and  fome- 
times  fomethlnc;  great  j  for  1  do  not  beaeve  what  Vellei- 
m  Paterculus  (for  the  fake  ot  faying  a  pretty  thing)  fays 
of  Scipio,  ^J  nihil  non  laudaz.du7n  aut  fecit ^  aut  dixit ^  ami 
fenfif.  -As  for  the  reEedions  of  hilloria.  s,  with  which 
they  think  i-t  neccSary  to  kte?lard  their  liillories,  or  at 
3eaft  to  conclude  their- chapters  (and  which,  in  the  French 
Hrftories,  are  alwa^ys  iniioduccd  with  a  tant  il  efi  'vrau 
and  in  the  Englifli,  y^  true  it  ii)  ;  do  not  adopt  them  im- 
plicitly L^pcn  the  credit  of  the  auihory  bsrt  analyfe  them 
jourfeif,  and  judge  whether  they  are  true  or  not. 

But  to  return  to  the  polities  of  Franc©,  from  which  X 
have  digreffed  :-*-You  have  certainly  made  one  farther  re- 
^eftion,  of  an  advantage  which  France  has,  over  and  a- 
bove  its  abilities  in '^ the  cabinet,  and  the  Ccill  of  its 
i^egodatcrs,  which  is  (if  i  may  ufs  the  expreffion)  ks 
Joknefi^  continuity  of  ricl^es  and  power  wiihin  itfelf,  an:i 
the  nature  of  its  goverRment.  Ntar  twenty  milhons  of 
people,  and  the  ordinary  revenue  of  above  thirteen  miT"* 
ons  fterlirg  a-ycar,  aie  at  the  abfolute  difpcfal  <^fj|t'^ 
Crown.  I'his  is  what  no  other  Power  in  Europe  can  lay; 
fo  ihut  different  Powers  isjuil  now  unite  to  make  a  balance 
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sgainft  France  :  which  union,  though  formed  upon  the 
principle  of  their  common  intersft,  can  never  be  fo  inti- 
mate  as  to  compofe  a  machine  fo  compaft  and  fimple  as 
that  of  oiie  great  kingdom,  direded  by  one  will,  and  mo- 
ved by  ene  intereft.  The  A'lied  Powers  (as  we  have 
confta'ntly  fecn)  have,  befides  the  common  and  declared 
objc<?l  of  their  alliance,  fome  feparaie  and  concealed  view, 
to  which  they  often  facrilice  the  general  one  ;  which 
makes  them,  either  dirciEl!y  or  indiredly,  pull  different 
ways.  Thus,  the  defign  upon  Toulon  failed  in  the  year 
1765,  only  from  the  fecret  view  of  the  Houfe  of-  Aoftria 
upon  Naples  ;  which  made  the  Court  of  Vienna,  not- 
wichflanding  the  reprefentations  of  the  other  Allies  to  the 
contrarj,  fend  to  Naples  the  12000  men  that  would  have 
done  the  bufmefs  at  Toulon,  la  this  lad  war,  too,  the 
fame  caufes  had  the  fame  cffefls  :  the  -^ueen  of  Hungary, 
in  fecret,  thought  of  nothing  but  recovering  SiL-fia,  and 
what  file  had  loft  in  Italy  ;  and  therefore  never  fent  half 
that  quota^  which  ihe  promifed  and  we  paid  for,  into 
Flanders  ;  but  left  that  country  to  the  Maritime  Powers 
to  defend  as  they  could.  The  king  of  Sardinia's  real  ob-- 
je<5l  was  Savona,  arid  all  the  P.iviera  di  Ponente  ;  for 
which  reafon,  he  concurred  fo  lamely  in  the  invafion  of 
Provence  :  where  the  Q^een  of  Hungary,  likewife,  did 
TaOt  ftnd  one  third  of  the  farce  itipulated  ;  engroS'ed  as  ihe 
ivas,  by  her  oblique  views  upon  the  plunder  of  Genos, 
and  the  recovery  of  Naples.  Infomuch  that  the  expediu- 
on  into  Provence,  which  would  have  didreiie^  France  to 
the  greateft  degree,  arid  have  caufed  a  great  detachment 
from  their  army  in  Flanders,  failed  fham'-faUy,  for  want 
of  every  thing  neceiury  for  its  fuccefs.  Suppafe.  there- 
fore, any  four  or  five  Powers,  who,  all  together,  fii  ill  be  e- 
qual,  or  even  a  little  fuperior,  in  riches  and  llrength,  to 
that  one  power  againft  which  rhey  are  united  ;  the  advan- 
tage will  itill  be  greatly  on  the  fide  of  that  fiiole  power, 
becaufe  it  is  but  one.  The  power  and  riches  o-  ChaHe? 
V.  were,  in  themfelves,  certainly  fuperior  o  thofV  of 
Francis  I.  and  yet,  upon  the  vvhole,  he  was  n^^t  an  over- 
match for  him  Claarlcs  V.*s  dominions,  great  as  they 
were,  were  fcattered  and  remote  froon  each  'other  ■  u\i:ir 
COnftltutions  d?fF:ireut  ;  and  wherever  he  did  not  refvif^, 
difturbances  arofc  :   «vhefeas    ihe   compadlnefi>   of  France 

made 


25$  LORD  CHESTERFIELD»s 

jr^ade  up  the  difTerence  in  the  (Irength.  This  obv'ous  rer- 
fie^ion  convinced  me  of  the  abfurdity  of  the  Treaty  of 
Hanover,  in  1725,  between  France  and  England,  to  which 
the  Dutch  afterwards  acceded  ;  for  it  was  made  upon  tha 
spprehenfioiis,  either  real  or  pretended,  that  the  marriage 
of  Don  Carlos  with  the  cldell  Archdutchefs,  new  Queen 
of  Hun>;ary,  was  fettled  in  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  of  the 
fame  year,  between  Spain  and  the  late  Emperor  Charles 
Vf.  which  marriage,  thofe  confummate  politicians  faid, 
would  revive  in  Europe  the  exorbitant  power  of  Charles 
V.  I  am  fure,  I  heartily  wifh  it  had  ;  ss,  in  that  cafe, 
there  had  been,  what  there  cercainly  is  not  now, — one 
Power  in  Europe  to  counterbalance  that  of  France  j  and 
then  the  Maritime  Powers  would,  in  realityj  have  held 
the  balance  of  Europe  in  their-  hands.  Even  ftppofing 
that  the  Auftrian  power  would  \hfn  have  been  an  over- 
match for  that  of  France  which  (by  the  way)  is  not  clear  ; 
the  weight  of  the  Maritime  Powers,  then  thrown  into  the 
icale  of  France,  would  infallibly  have  made  the  balance  at 
leail  even,  In  which  cafe  too,  the  moderate  efforts  of  the 
Maritime  Powers,  on  the  fide  of  France,  would  have  been 
fiifficient  :  whereas,  now,  they  are  obliged  to  exhaull  and 
beggar  themfelves,  and  that,  too,  inefredually,  in  hopes  to 
fupport  the  ihattered,  beggarei,  and  infufficient  Houfe  of 
Auliria. 

This  has  been  a  long  political  diiTertatton  :  but"  I  am 
inix>rmed  that  political  fubjeifls  sre  your  favourite  ones  ; 
which  I  am  glad  of,  crmfidcring  your  dsil^nalion.  You 
CO  well  to  get  your  materia's  all  feady^  "before  you  begin 
your  work.  As  you  buy^  and  ^I  am  told)  read  books  of 
this  kind,  I  will  point  out  two  or  three  for  yo%ir  purchafe 
p.nd  perufal  :  I  am  not  fure  that  I  have  not  mentioned 
ihom  before  ;  but  that  is  no  matter,  if  ycu  have  net  got 
them.  Me/noir£s  pour  fer'vir  a  /'  Uijioire  du  !7iemo  Steele, 
is  a  moil  uft^hil  book  for  ycu  to  rctur  to  for  all  the  fads 
fcnc(  chrOi-ioiogy  oi  that  cesitury  ;  it  is  in  fc^ur  volume:  oc- 
tavj,  and  very  cotre<5l  and  exa£t.  If  I  do  not  mift£ke,  I 
have  formt-rly  recommended  to  .you,  Les  hUrAoires  du  Car- 
idincil  de  Retz  ;  however,  if  you  have  not  yet  read  themj 
pray  do,  and  with  the  attention  which  they  defeive.  You 
will  there  find  the  beil  account  of  a  vj:ry  mterefting  pe?iod 
*i  thv  minority  of  Lewis  Xi*/.    The  chrja«rier5  zrc  drawR 
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fnori,  but  in  a  ftrong  and  mafterly  manner  ;  and  the  po- 
litical refleftions  arc  the  only  juft  and  pradical  ones  ihnt  I 
ever  faw  in  print  ;  they  are  well  worth  your  tranfcribing. 
Li  Commerce  dis  Aneiens^  par  Mo.njier  Huet  Evequt  d*  Ax-' 
r&nche,  in  one  little  volume  oftavo,  is  worth  your  perufal, 
as  commf  rcc  is  a  very  considerable  pan  of  political  know- 
ledge. I  eeed  not,  I  am  fare,  iuggeft  to  you,  wjien  you 
read  the  coiirfe  of  Commerce,  either  of  the  ancients  or  of 
the  moderns,  to  follow  it  upon  your  map  ;  for  there  is  na 
other  way  of  remembering  Geography  corredly,  than  by 
looking  perpetually  in  the  map  for  the  places  one  reads 
of,  even  though  one  knov/s  bsfore,  pretty  nearly,  where 
they  are 

Adieu  !  As  all  the  accounts  which  I  receive  of  you 
grow  better  and  better,  fo  i  grew  more  and  more  ?,fs^H* 
onatcly  Yoan. 


LETTER      CXXIX 

London,  Septeml'jcr  the  cth,  O.  S,  174S, 
DEAR  BOY, 

I  Have  received  yoursj  with  thz  iEclofcd  German  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Grevenkop,  which  he  afTures  me  is  es> 
tremely  well  written,  confidering  the  litlle  time  that  you 
have  applied  youtfelf  to  that  language.  As  you  have  now 
got  over  the  mOil  difficult  part,  pray  go  on  diligently,  and 
make  yourfsif  abfolutely  mailer  of  the  reft.  Whoever  dcfs 
not  entirely  polTefs  a  language,  will  never  appear  to  ad- 
vantage, or  even  equal  to  himfeif,  either  in  fpeaking  or 
writing  it.  His  ideas  are  fettered,  and  feem  imperfect  o;^ 
confufed,  if  he  is  not  maiierof  all  the  words  'and  phrafes 
necefTary  to  exprefs  them.  I  therefore  defire,  that  you 
will  not  fail  wilting  aGerman  letter,  once  every  fortnight, 
to  Mr.  Grevenkop  ;  which  will  make  the  writing  of  ihzi 
language  familiar  to  you  :  and  moreover,  when  you  fhall 
have  left  Germariy,  and  be  arrived  at  Turin,  I  Ihall  re- 
quire  you  to  wriie  even  to  me  )c  German  ;  that  you  may 
not  forget,  with  t^.k,  what  you  have  with  dilHculty  learn- 
ed. 1  Hkewife  defire,  that,  while  ycu  are  in  GermaJiy^ 
you  v,'ill  take  all  opportunities  of  converling  in  GermaOj^ 
vv^ich  is  the  Q':i\y  w^y  of  knowing  that  or  any  ether  Ian. 
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gAiage  accurately.  You  will  alfodefire  your  German  ir.af- 
ter  to  teach  you  the  proper  titles  and  fupeifcriptions  to  b* 
ufed  to  people  of  ail  ranks  ;  which  is  a  point  fo  material, 
in  Germany,  that  I  have  known  many  a  letter  retirned 
unopened,  becaufe  one  title  in  twenty  has  been  omitted 
in  the  dire^ion. 

St.  Thomases  day  now  draws  near,  when  you  sre  in 
leave  Saxony  and  go  to  Berlin  ;  and  I  take  it  for  granted, 
that,  if  any  thing  is  ye:  wanting  to  complete  your  know^- 
ledgc  of  the  ftate  of  that  Eleftorate,  you  will  not  fail  to 
procure  it  before  you  go  away.  I  do  not  mean,  as  you 
will  eafily  believe,  the  number  of  churches,  parifhes,  or 
towns  ;  but  I  mean  the  conllitution,  the  revenues,  the 
troops,  and  the  trade  of  that  Ele^orate.  A  few  quefiions, 
fenfibly  aiked  of  fenfiWe  people,  will  procure  you  the 
jieceflary  informations  ;  which  I  defire  you  will  enter  in 
your  little  book.  Berlin  will  be  entirely  a  new  fcenc  to 
you  ;  and  I  look  upon  it,  in  a  mt^ner,  as  ycur  firft  ilep 
snto  the  great  ivorld  :  take  care  that  flep  be  not  a  falfe 
one,  and  that  you  do  not  ftumbie  at  the  threihold.  You 
will  t'  f^re  be  in  more  company  than  you  have  yet  been  : 
Manners  and  Attentions  will  therefore  be  more  Deceffary  : 
pleafmg  in  company,  is  the  only  Way  of  being  pleafed  in 
it  yourfelf.  Senie  and  Knowledge  are^the  firit  and  necef- 
fary  foundations  for  p!e?-fing  in  compsny  ;  but  they  will 
by  no  means  do  aloiie,  and  they  will  never  -be  perfectly 
wekonTie,  if  they  are  not  accompanied  with  Manners  and 
Attentions.  You  will  bell  acquire  -thefe  by  frec^uenting 
the  companies  of  people  of  fafhinn  ;  but  then  you  mull  re- 
felvc  to  acquire  them,  in  thofe  companies,  by  proper  CJ^re 
aad  obfervatjon  ;  for  1  have  known  people,  who,  though 
they  have  frequented  good  c«;mpany  all -their  life-time, 
have  done  it  in  fo  inar'entive  and  unobfcrving  a  mannerj 
as  to  be  never  the  better  for  ir,  and  to  remain  as  difagree- 
able,  as  awkward,  and  as  vulgar,  as  if  fhey  had  never  le??n 
any  perfcn  of  fafhion.  When  you  go  into  zood  company 
(by  good  company  is  meant  the  people  of  the  Hrft  fafhion 
ofthfplac^)  obferve  car.:f.ii!y  their  rurn,  their  manners, 
their  addrcfs  ;  and  conf  >rm  your  own  to  rhem.  Bat  this 
is  net  all  neither  ;  go  Ceeper  ftill  ;  obferve  their  charac- 
ters, and  p^y,  as  far  as  you  can,  into  both  their  hearts 
$nd  their  heaus.     Seek  for  their   particular    n.eri',    »heir 
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predominant  paffion,  or  their  prev.rling  weakneft  ;  and 
you  will  then  know  what  to  bait  your  hook  with»  to  catch 
them.  Man  is  a  compofition  of  fo  many  and  fuch  various 
ingredients,  that  it  requiies  both  time  and  care  to  analyfe 
him  :  for  though  we  have  all  the  fame  ingredients  in  our 
general  compofttion,  as  Reafon,  Will,  Pafiions,  and  Appe* 
titcs^  yet  the  different  proportions  and  combinations  of 
them,  in  each  individual,  produce  that  infinite  variety  of 
charafter*,  which,  in  fome  particular  or  other,  diftin' 
guiflies  every  individual  f/om  another.  Reafon  ought  to 
direft  the  whole,  but  feldom  does.  And  he  who  addrelTss 
himfelf  iingly  to  another  man's  reafon^  without  endeavor- 
ing to  engage  his  heart  in  his  interell  alfo,  is  no  more 
likely  to  fucceed,  than  a  man  who  fhould  apply  only  to  a 
King's  nominal  Minifter,  and  negle^  hi^  Favourite.  I 
will  recommend  to  your  attentive  perufal,  now  you  are  go- 
ing into  the  world,  two  books,  which  will  let  you  as  much 
into  the  charaflers  of  men,  as  books  can  do  ^  I  mean,  Lsi 
Rejiexhns  Morales  de  Moyijisur  de  la  Rocbefoucault,  and  Les 
CharaSeres  de  la  Bruyere  :  but  remember,  at  the  iame 
time,  thai;^  f  only  recommend  them  to  you  as  the  beft  ge-, 
neral  maps  to  affift  you  in  your  journey,  and  not  as  mark- 
ing out  every  particular  turning  2nd  winding  that  you  wiU 
meet  with  ;  there,  your  own  fagacity  and  oSfervation  mail 
come  to  their  aid.  La  Rcchefoucatilt  is,  I  know,  blamed, 
but  I  think  without  reaibn,  for  deriving  all  our  a<5tions 
from  the  f-Durce  of  felf-Iove.  For  my  own  parr,  I  fee  a 
great  deal  of  truth,  and  no  harm  at  all,  in  that  opinion. 
It  is  cercain,  that  we  feek  oar  own  happintfs  in  every 
thing  we  do  ;  and  it  is  as  certain,  that  we  can  only  find  it 
in  doing  well,  and  in  conforming  all  our  a6lions  to  the 
rule  of  right  reafon,  which  is  the  great  law  of  nature.  It 
is  only  a  millaken  felf-love  that  is  a  blaaieable  motive, 
when  we  take  the  immediate  and  icdifcriminate  gratifica- 
tion of  a  palTion,  or  appetite,  for  real  happinefs.  But  ana 
1  blameable,  if  I  do  a  good  allien,  upon  account  of  the 
happinsfs  which  that  hanert  confcioufnefs  will  give  me  ? 
furely  no?.  On  ths  contrary,  that  p'ealing  confcioarncfj 
is  a  prcofof  my  virtue.  The  reftfCtion.  which  is  the 
moit  cenfured  in  Monficar  de  la  Rochefoucaulc's  books 
fis  a  very  iU-narured  one,  is  thU  ;  0-^  trouve  dam  h  maU 
hear  de  fin  meiUtur  a'm^    (^udqus  chofe  qui    ne   acilait  fas:. 

AqI 
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And  why  not  ?  Why  tnay  I  not  feel  a  very  tender  Ani 
real  concern  for  the  misforjune  of  ray  friend,  and  yet  at 
the  fame  time  feel  a  pleafing  confcijufnefs  ai  having  dif* 
charged  m>  duty  to  him,  by  comforiing  and  affifting  him 
to  the  utmoft  of  my  power  in  that  misfortune  ?  Give  me 
but  virtuous  actions,  and  I  will  not  quibble  and  chicane  a- 
tout  the  motives.  And  I  will  give  any  body  their  cjjofce 
of  thefe  two  truths,  which  amount  to  the  fame  thing  : 
He,  who  loves  himfeif  beft,  is  the  honelleft  man ;  or.  The 
honefteft  man  loves  himielf  beft. 

The  chara^p/j  of  la  Bruyere  are  piflures  from  the  life  ; 
ftioft  of  them  finely  drawn,  aud  highly  coloured.  Furnifti 
your  mind  with  them  firft  ;  and  when  you  meet  with  their 
iikenefs,  ab  you  will  every  day,  they  Will  ftrike  you  the 
more.  You  will  compare  every  feature  witl|  the  original ; 
and  both  will  reciproeally  help  you  to  difcovcr  the  btau- 
ties  and  the  blemifhes. 

As  'women  are  a  confiderable,  or  at  lead  a  pretty  nu- 
merous, pare  of  company  ;  and  as  their  fuffrages  go  a  great 
way  towards  eftablilhing  a  man's  charafter  in  the  fafhion- 
able  part  of  the  world,  (which  is  of  great  importance  to 
the  fortune  and  figure  he  propofes  to  make  in  it)  ;  it  is 
necelTiiry  to  pieafe  them.  1  will  therefore,  upon  this  fub- 
jeft,  Jet  you  into  certain  arcana,  that  will  be  very  ufeful 
for  you  to  know  ;  but  which  you  muft,  with  the  uimoft 
care,  conceal,  and  never  feem  to  know.  Women,  iheD> 
are  only  children  of  a  larger  growth  ;  they  have  an  en- 
tertaining tattle,  and  fometimes  wit  ;  but  for  folid,  rtz^ 
fonjng  good  fenfe,  1  never  in  my  life  knew  ore  ihat  had 
it,  or  who  reafoned  or  afted  conrequentiully  for  four-and- 
twenty  hours  together.  Somi  litde  paffion  or  humour 
always  breaks  in  upon  their  belt  refolutions.  Their  beau- 
ty negle^ed  or  ccniroverie^,  iheir  age  increafed,  or  theif 
luppofed  underilandir.gs  depreciated,  ir^ftardy  kindles  their 
little  paflions,  and  overturns  any  {yilem  of  corfequential 
conduft  that  in  their  moft  reafonable  moments  they  might 
have  been  capable  of  forwiing.  A  man  of  fenfe  .en iy 
trifles  with  them,  plays  with  them,  humouis  and  flatters 
them,  as  he  does  with  a  fprightly  forward  child  :  but  he 
r-enhe*' confults  them  about,  nor  trtifls  them- with,  ferioas 
matters  ;  though  he  often  makes  them  believe  that  he 
docs  both  ;  which  is  the  thing  in  the  world  that  ihey  are 
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prouiJ  of ;  for  they  love  mightily  to  be  dabbling  in  fcii- 
Snefs,  *(which»  by  the  way^  they  always  fpoil)  ;  and  bs- 
ang  juftly  diftruftful  that  men  in  general  look  upon  ih(:ni 
in  a  trifling  light,  they  almoft  adore  that  man  who  talks 
more  feriouily  to  them,  and  who  feems  to  confult  and 
truft  them  :  I  fay,  who  feems  j  for  weak  men  really  do, 
but  wife  ones  only  feem  to  do  it.  No  flattery  is  either 
too  high  or  too  low  for  them.  They  will  greedily  Twal- 
low  the  higheft,  and  gratefully  accept  of  the  lov^-'eft  ;  and 
you  may  fafely  flatter  any  woman,  from  i:er  underftanding^ 
down  to  the  exquifite  taile  of  her  fan.  Women  who  are 
cither  indifputably  beautiful,  or  indifputaHly  ugly,  are  beil 
flattered  upon  the  fcore  of  their  underilanoings  ;  ba^  thofe 
who  are  in  a  ftate  of  mediociity,  are  beft  flattered  upoa 
their  beauty,  or  at  leaft  their  graces  :  for^very  woman, 
who'is  not  abfolutely  ugly,  thinks  herfeif  handfom^  ;  hue 
not  hearing  oft'jn  that  ftie  h  fo,  is  the  more  grateful,  and 
the  more  obliged  to  the  few  who  tell  her  fo  :  whereas  a 
decided  and  confcious  beauty  looks  upon  every  tribute 
paid  to  her  beauty,  only  as  her  due  ;  bat  wants  to  fliine, 
and  to  be  conifidered  on  the  fide  ofher  underftanding  :  and 
a  woman,  who  is  ugly  enough  to  know  that  (he  is  (o^ 
knows  that  fhe  has  nothing  left  for  it  but  her  u.jderiland- 
ing,  which  is,  confequently,  (an<!i  pfobably  in  mc-e  fenles 
than  one)  her  weak  fide.  But  thefe  are  fecrets  which  yoa 
muft  keep  inviolably,  if  you  would  not,  like  Orpheus,  be 
torn  to  pieces  by  the  whole  fex  :  on  the  contrary,  a  man, 
who  thinks  of  living  in  the  great  World,  maft  be  galjant, 
polite,  and  attentive  to  pleafe  the  womeii.  They  have, 
from  the  weaknefs  of  men,  more  or  lefs  influence  in  all 
Courts  :  they  abfolutely  iiam.p  every  man's  chara^er  in 
the  ieau  mom/i,  and  make  it  either  current,  or  try  it  down, 
and  Hop  it  in  payments.  It  is,  therefore,  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  to  manage,  pleafe,  and  flitter  them  ;  and  never  10 
difcover  the  leaft  marks  of  contempt,  which  is  what  ihey" 
never  forgive  :  bat  in  x\i\h  they  are  not  6ngalar  j  for 
it  is  the  fame  with  men,  who  will  much  fconer  forgive  aif 
injuftice  than  an  infalt.  Every  man  is  no;:  arr/eicious,  of 
covetous,  or  paflionat^  ;  bat  every  man  ha?  priae  enough 
in  his  compofition  to  feel  and  refent  the  kaR  flig^ht  ?.rtd 
contempt.  Remember,  therefore,  rirc?ft  c-^rei'Dlly  to  coR' 
ceal  your  contempt,  however  juft»  where^-'^r  yok,-  vvourd  rot 
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make  an  implacable  enenvy.  Men  are  much  more  UBWiI* 
ling  to  have  their  weaknefe  and  their  imperfection* 
known,  than  their  crimes  ;  and  if  you  hint  to  a  man, 
that  you  think  him  filly,  ignorant^  or  even  ill  bred  or 
awkward,  he  will  hate  yoo  more,  and  longer,  than  if 
you  tell  him  plainly  tha?  you  thitik  him  a  rogue.  Never 
yield  to  that  temptation,  which,  to  moft  young  men,  is 
very  ftrong,  of  expoSng  other  people's  weaknefles  and  in- 
irmities,  for  the  fake  either  of  diverting  the  company,  or 
of  fliowing:  your  own  fuperiority.  You  may  get  the  laugh 
on  your  iide  by  it  for  the  prefent,  but  you  will  make  cne- 
jmies  by  it  for  ever  ;  and  even  thofe  who  laugh  with  yots 
Shen,  will,  upon  re^eftion,  fear,  and  confequcntly  hate 
you  :  befides  that  it  is  ill-natured^  and  that  a  good  heart 
defires  rather  to  conceal  than,  cxpofe  other  p«ople*a  weak- 
nefTes  Of  roibfortunes.  If  you  have  wit,  ufe  it  to  pleafe^ 
snd  not  to  hurt  :  you^  may  {hine,  like  the  fun  in  the  tem- 
perate Zones,  without  fcorching.  Here,  i{  is  wJ^ed  for  ^ 
ander  the  Ike,  it  is  dreaded. 

Thefc  arc  ferae  of  the  hints,  which  my  long  experience 
jn  the  great  world  enables  me  to  give  you  ;  and  'which, 
if  you  attend  to  them,  may  prove  ufeful  to  you  in  you? 
journey  through  it,  ^  wilh  it  may  l)e  a  profperous  Gne  5 
at  leail  I  am  (are  that  k  mud  be  your  own  fault  if  it  h 
not.    N 

Make  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Harte,  who,  I  am  very 
forry  to  hear,  is  not  well.  I  hope  by  this  time  he  is  rff- 
covsred.     Adieu. 


I:.    E    T    T    E    R     CXXXT. 

London,  Septembsf  the  13th,  O.  S.  374^. 
BEAR  BGY, 
"^  Hate  more  than   ojrce^  recommended  to  yea  the  Me- 

l  moi.rs  of  the  Cardinal  de  Retz,  and  to  attend  parti- 
cularly to  the  political  reflexions  interfperfed  in  that  ex- 
cellent work.  I'  will  ROW  preach  a  litfle  upon  two  or 
three  of  thofe  texts. 

In  fhe  didurbances  at  Paris,  Mbndeur  de  Beaufort, 
who  was  a  very  popular  though  a  very  weak. man,  was 
%hs  Gardinal's  tool  wUh  the  populace*     Proud  of  kis  po- 

pulaj-JCM^ 
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polarity,  he;^as  always  for  aflembling  the  people  of  Paris 
together,  thinking  that  he  made  a  great  figure  at  the 
head  of  them.  The  Carditial,  who  was  fadlious  enough^ 
was  wife  eno4igh,  at  the  fame  time,  to  avoid  gathering 
the  people  together,  cKcept  when  there  was  occafiosi,  and 
when  h«  had  iomethiug  particular  for  them  to  do,  How« 
ever,  he  could  not  always  check  Monfieur  de  Beaufort  5 
who  having  aiT^mbled  them  once  very  unneceiTarsly,  and 
without  any  xletermined  objedl,  they  ran  riot,  would  no« 
-be  kept  within  bounds  by  their  leaders,  and  did  their 
caufe  a  great  deal  of  harm  ;  opon  which  the  Cardinal  ob- 
ferves,  moft  judieioufly,  ^e  Mcvfieur  d&  Ueaufort  nef^aiint 
pas,  que  fui  ajjfimhh  h  feupky  rSmeut.  h  u  certain,  that 
great  numbers  of  people,  met  together,  animate  each 
other,  and  will  do  fomething,  either  good  or  bad,  but 
oftner  bad!  :  and  the  refpe^lve  individoals,  who  were 
feparately  very  quiet,  when  n^et  together  in  numbers, 
grow  tumultuous  as  a  body,  and  ripe  for  aay  mifchief 
that  may  be  pointed  out  to  theni  by  the  leaders  j  £n<i,,  if 
their  leader$  have  no  balinefs  for  them,  they  will  fihd 
{brae  for  Itbemfeives.  The  Demagogiies,  or  leaders  ■  of 
popular  factions,  fhould  therefore  be  very  careful  not  to 
aiTemble  the  people  unnecefTarily,  and  without  a  fettled 
andwell-confidered  objed.  Befides  chat,  by  making  thofe 
popular  aCembljes  too  frequent,  they  make  them  iikevvifb 
too  familiar,  and  confequently  lefs  refpe^ed  by  their  ene» 
mies.  Obferve  any  meetings- of  people,  and  you  will 
always  find  their  eagernefs  and  impetuolity  rife  or  fall  i« 
proportion  to  their  numbers  :  when  the  numbers  are  very 
great,  all  fenfe  and  reafon  feem  to  fubfide,  and  one  fud- 
4en  frenzy  to  feize  on  all,  even  the  cooleft  of  th^m. 

Another  very  juil  obfervation  of  ttje  Cardinars  is,  Thzt 
the  tkijigs  which  happen  in  pur  own  dmes,  and  whsicli 
we  fee  ourfelves,  do  not  furprife  us  near  fo  much  as  the 
things  which  we  read  of  in  times  paft,  though  not  in  the 
leaft  more  exiraofdinary  ;  and  adds»  that  he  33  perfuaded, 
that,  when  Caligi:^a  made  his  bor^e  a  Confut,  the  ptople 
of  Rome,  at  that  time,  were  not  greatly  furprifed  at  i?, 
having  necefTarily  been  in  fome  degree  prepared  for  it  hy 
an  inlenfible  gradation  of  extravagancies  from  the  f;.'me 
quarter.  This  is  fo  true,  that  we  read  every  (*ay,  with 
e^oniilunenr,  things  which  we  fee  eyery    day  wiihont  fur- 

prife^ 
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prjfe.  We  wonder  at  the  intrepidity  of  a  Aponidas,  g 
CcxiruJ,  and  a  Curtius  ;  and  are  not  tke  leaCTurprifed  to 
feear  of  a  Sea-Captain,  who  has  blc^n  up  his  (hip,  his 
crew,  and  himfelf,  that  they  might  not  fair  into  the  hands 
of  the  eneriiies  of  his  country*  I  cannot  help  reading  of 
Forfenna  and  Rcgulos,  with  furprife  and  reverence  ;  and 
yet  I  remeihber  that  I  faw,  without  either,  the  exei.ution 
of  Shepherd,  a  boy  of  eighteen  years  old,  who  intended 
to  Ihoot  the  late  King,  and  who  would  have  been  pawion- 
ed  if  he  would  have  cxprtiTed  the  leaft  forrow  for  his  in- 
tended crime  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  declared,  That, 
if  he  was  pardoned,  he  would  attempt  it  again  ;  that  he 
thought  it  a  duty  which  he  o^wed  his  country,  and  that  he 
died  Hfcith  pleafure  foi  having  endeavoured  to  perform  it. 
Reafon  equals  Shef^herd  to  Regulus  ;  but  prejudice,  and 
ihe  recency  of  the  fa<-l,  make  Shepherd  a  common  male- 
fador,  and  Regulus  a  hero. 

Examine  carefully,  and  re^conijder,  all  yoor  notions  of 
things  ;  analyfe  them,  and  difcover  their  component  parts, 
and  fee  if  habit  ^nd  prrjudice  are  not  the  prindMl  ones  ^ 
vveigh  the  matter,  upon  which  you  are  toiorral'yOur-  o-" 
pinion,  in  th*-  equal  and  isr-partiai  fcales  of  reafon.  It  is 
not  to  be  conceived  how  many  people,  capable  of  feafo«- 
ing  if  they  would,  live  and  die  in  a  thoufand  errors  from 
lazmefs  ;  they  v^ill  rather  adopt  ihe  prejudices  of  others^ 
than  give  them felves -the  trouble  of  forming  opinions  of 
their  ow^r.  They  fay  things,  at  f.rft,  becaufe  other  peo- 
ple have  Taid  them  j  and  then  they  perfiil  in  them,  be* 
c^nie  they  have  fa  id  them  theaifelves. 

The  L-(l  obfervation  that  1  (iiall  now  mention,  of  the 
Cardinal's,  is,  <  That  a  fecret  is  more  eafiiy  kept  by  a. 
**  good  raanv  people,  than  one' commonly  imagines,**  By 
this  he  means  a  secret  of  importance,  among  ^people  in- 
tereJled  in  ciie  keeping  of  it.  And  it  is  certain  that  peo- 
ple of  bufinefs  know  the  importance  of  fecrecy  ;  and  will 
obferve  it,  whtre  they  are  concerned  in  the  event.  And 
the  Cardinal  does  not  foppofe  that  any  body  Ts  iilly  #• 
r.cugh  to  tell  a  fecret,  merely  from  ihe  dcfire  of  telling  it, 
to  any  one  that  is  not  Tome  way  or  other  intereRed  in  th« 
isecplng  of  it,  and  concerned  in  the  event.  To  go  and 
if.ii  any  fiend,  wife,  or  miilrefs,  any  fecri?t  with  which 
Xi'.ty  have  noibj.ng  to  do,  is  difcoverin?  .to   tbcm  fuch  aii 
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sju-retcntive  Weaknefs,  as  muft  convince  them  that  you 
will  teU  it  to  twenty  others,  and  confequently  that  they 
may  reveal  it  wi>hoac  the  rifquc  of  being  difcovered, 
But  a  fecret  properly  communicated,  only  to  thofe  who 
are  to  be  concerned  in  the  thing  in  queftion,  will  probably 
be  kept  by  them,  though  thevihould  be  a  good  many. 
Liu^e  fecrets  are  commonly  told  again,  but  great  ones 
generally  kept.         Adieu. 


L    E    T    T    S    R      CXXXL 

London,  September  the  20th,  O.  S.  1748, 
DEAR  BOY, 

TWait  with  impatience  for  your  Accurate  Hil^ory  of 
^^  the  Che'valteri  Porte  Epesi^  which  you  promifed  me  in 
you  laft,  and  which  I  take  10  be  the  forerunner  of  a  larger 
work,  that  you  intend  to  g'vve  the  public,  ccntatning  a 
general  account  of  all  the  Religious  and  Military  Orders  pf 
Europe*  Seriouflv  ;  you  will  do  well  to  have  a  generajl 
notion  of  all  thofe  Orders,  ancient  and  nsodera';  both  as 
they  are  frequently  the  fubjefts  of  conveifation,  and  as 
they  are  more  or  lefs  interwoven  with  the  hiflories  of  thofe 
times.  Witnefs  the  Teutonic  .Oder,  which,  as  foon  as 
it  gained  ftrength,  began  ,its  unjuft  depre4ations  in  Ger- 
many, and  acGjaired  fuch  coniiderable  polTe^ons  there  ; 
and  the  Order  of  Maltha  aifo,  which  continues  to  this  day 
its  piracies  iipon  the  Infidels.  Befi^'es,  one  can  go  into 
no  company  in  Germany,  without  running  sgainft  Mon^ 
Jieur  h  Cheualiet'  or  Monjieur  U  Qommandeur  de  VOrdri^ 
Teutani^tie.  It  is  tiie  fame  in  all  the  other  parts  of  Europe, 
with  regard  to  the  Order  of  Maltha  ;  where  you  never  go 
into  company  without  mee  ing  two  or  three  Che'valiers,  or 
Commandiurs,  who  talk  of  their  J'r^a-T/^/,  their  Languti,  their 
Caraimnes,  &c.  of  al!  which  things  1  am  iijre  you  would 
not  willingly  be  ignorant.  On  the  other  hiind,  I  do  not 
mean  that  you  ihould  have  a  profound  and  minute  know- 
ledge of  thefe  maiters,  which  are  of  a  nature  that  a  general 
^nowlccige  of  them  is  fully  fafHcient.  I  would  not  re- 
commend to  you  to  read  Abbe  Vertot'-s  Hiftory  cf  the 
Order  of  Maltha,  in  four  quarto  volumes  ;  that  would  be 
f  mploying  -a.  great  deal  ©f  good  time  very  ill :  but  I  would 

have 
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iave  you  know  the  foandations,  the  objefls,  tjie  tnjtgma^ 
and  the  (hort  general  hiftory,  of  them  all. 

As  for  the  ancient  religious  military  Orders,  which 
were  chiefly  founded  in  the  eleventh  And  twelfth  centuries  ; 
fuck  as  Maltha,  the  Teutonic,  th^  Knights-Templars, 
^c.  the  injuiiice  and  the  wickeinef«of  thofeeftablifliments 
cannot,  I  am  (\xt^,  have  efcaped  yoar  obfervation.  Their 
picas  object  was,  to  take  away  hy  force  other  people's 
property  i  and  to  ipaffacre  the  proprietors  themfelve|,  it 
they  refufe^  to  give  ap  that  property  and  adopt  the 
©pinions  of^hefe  invaders.  What  right  er  pretence  had 
thefe  confederated  Chriftians  of  Europe  to  the  Holy  Land  f 
liCt  them  produce  tlieir  grant  ©f  it  in  the  Bible  Will 
they  fay,  that  the  Saracens  had  poiTefied  themfelves  of  it 
ty  force  ;  and  fhat,  confeqaently,  they  had  the  fame 
right.  Is  it  lawful  then  to  fteal  goods,  becaufe  they  were 
ftolen  before  t  Surety  net.  The  truth  is,  that  the  wick- 
ednefs.  of  many,  and  the  weaknefs  of  more,  in  thofe  ages 
of  ignorance  and  fuperilition,  concurred  to  form  thofe 
ilagitious  confpiracies  againft  the  lives  arid  the  properties 
cf  unoifeDding  people.  The  Pope  fanftified  the  Villany, 
and  annexed  the  pardon  of  fins  io  the  perpetration  of  it. 
This  gave  rife  to  the  Croifadoes,  and  carried  fuch  fwarms 
of  people  from  Europe  to  tfce  conquffts  of  the  Holy  Land. 
Pecer  the  Herein,  ^n  aftive  aad  ambitious  Pried,  by  his 
indefatigable  pains,  was  the  immediate  author  cf  the  firft* 
Croifade  i  K.incs,  Princes,  ail  Pjofefiions  and  Chara<^ei5, 
united,  from  diifeient  motives,  in  this  great  undertaking, 
as  every  fectirnent,  except  true  rtiigion  and  morality, 
^invited  to  it.  The  ambiiicus  hoped  for  kingdoms  ;  the 
greedy  and  the  neceHitous  for  plunder  ;  and  fome  were 
enihufiafts  enough  to  hope  for  falvation,  by  the  deflru^ion 
of  a  cocfiderable  number  of  their  fellow-creatures,  who 
had  done  theai  no  injury.  I  cannot  emit,  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  telling  ycu  that  the  Eailern  Emperors  at  Conftan- 
tinople,  (who,  as  Cndftians,  were  obliged  at  leaft  tg 
feem  to  favour  thefe  expeditions,)  feeing  the  immenfc 
numbers  of  the  CrciJ'eSy  and  fearing  that  the  Weftern  Em- 
pire might  have  fome  mind  to  the  Eallern  Empire  too  if 
it  fucceeded  againfl  the  Infidels,  as  Vapfetit  mitrJ  ett 
mangeant  :  thefe  Eaftern  Emperors,  very  honeftly  poifoned 
the  waters  where  the  Craijh  were  to  pafs,  and  fo  deftroyed 
infinite  numbers  of  ihcm.  The 
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The  later  Orders  of  Knighthoood  ;  fuch  ai  tlie  Gartet 
IB  England  ;  the  Elephant  in  Denmark  ;  t^e  Golden 
Fleece  in  Burgundy;  the  St.  £fprit»  St.  Michael  St, 
Louis,  and  St.  Lazare,  in  France,  fcfr.  are  of  avery  d'^;. 
rent  nature  and  inftitution.  They  were  either  the  invica* 
lions  to,  or  the  rewards  of,  b>ave  anions  in  fair  war  ;  and 
are  now  rather  the  decorations  of  the  favour  of  the  Prince^ 
than  the  proofs  of  the^  merit  of  the  fubjedl.  However,: 
they  are  worth  your  ini^uiries  to  a  certain  degree  ;  and 
converfation  will  give  you  frequent  opportunities,  of  them. 
Wherever  you  are,  I  would  advife  you  to  inquire  into  the 
refpe^ive  orders  of  that  country,  and  to  wiite  down  a 
ihort  account  of  them.  For  example  ;  while  you  are  in 
Saxony,  get  an  account  of  7*  Jigle  JBIa»c,  and  of  what  e* 
sher  Orders  there  may  be,  either  PoliSi  or  Saxon  ♦  and» 
when  you  feall  be^at  Berlin,  infirm  yourfelf  of  the  three 
Orders  l*Mgle  Nciry  la  Gingrofite  et  It  Vrai  Meriie^  which 
are  the  only  ones  that  1  know  of  there.  But  whenever 
you  meet  with  draggling  ribbands  and  ftars,  as  you  will 
with  a  thoufand  io  Germany,  do  not  fail  to  inquire  what- 
they  are,  and  to  take  a  minute  oi  them  in  your  memo** 
rand  urn  book  :  for  it  is  a  fort  cf  knowledge  that  eolb  lit- 
tle to  acquire,  and  yet  is  of  Tome  jife.  Young  people  have 
frequently  an  incurioufnefs  about  tljem,  ajifing  either  from 
lazinefs,  or  a  contea^pt  of  the  objecV,  which  deprives  them 
of  feveral  fuch  little  parts  of  knowl-^d^e,  that  they  after^ 
wards  wiGi  they  had  acquired.  If  yoa  will  put  converfa- 
tion to  profit,  great  knowledge  may  be  gained  by  it  ; 
and  is  it  not  better  (fince  it  is  full  aseafy)  to  turn  it  upon 
afeful,  than  upon  ufelefs  fabje^s  ?  People  always  tilk  bell 
upon  what  they  know  moll ;  and  it  is  both  pleafing  them, 
and  improving  one's  felf,  to  put  them  upon  thac  fubje^. 
With  people  of  a  particular  profeflion,  or  of  a  diilingufii* 
ed  eminency  in  any  branch  of  learning,  one  is  not  ai  s^ 
iofs  :  but  with  thofe^  whether  men  or  women,  '  who  pro- 
perly conftitute  what  is  called  the  heau  monde,  one  m\jt(k 
not  chufc  deep  ^ubje^s,  nor  hope  to  get  any  knowledge  a- 
bove  that  of  Orders,  Ranks,  Families,  an^:  Court  anec- 
dotes ;  which  are  therefore  the  proper  (and  not  altogether 
ufelefs)  fubjells  of  that  kiod  of  converfatiDD,  Wom^en, 
efpecieliy,  are  to  be  talked  to,  as  beJow  men,  and  above 
eMidreri*     ifyovi  talk  to  ?hem   Aeef^    you  only  confound 
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them,  and  loCe  your  own  labour  ;  if  you  talk  to  them  t30 
ftivoloafly*  they  perceive  and  rcfent  the  contempt.  Th© 
proper  lone  for  them  is,  what  the  French  caliche  Entrg" 
gent ;  and  is,  in  truth,  the  polite  jargon  of  good  company. 
Thus,  if  you  are  a  good  chymill,  you  may  extraft  Tome* 
thing  out  of  every  thing. 

ji  propos  of  tKe  Beau  tnonds  :  I  rnuft:  again  and  again 
recommend  the  graces  to  you.  There  is  no  doing  with- 
out them  in  that  world  ;  and,  to  make  a  good  figure  in 
chat  world,  is  a  great  ilep  towards  making  one  in  the 
world  of  bufinefs,  particularly  that  part  of  it  for  which 
you  are  defined.  An  ungraceful  manner  of  fpeaking, 
awkward  motions,  and  a  difagrecable  addrefs,  are  great 
clogs  to jhe  ableft  man  of  bufinefs  ;  as  the  oppoiite  qua- 
lifications are  of  infinite  advantage  to  him  I  am  there- 
fore very  glad  that  you  learn  to  dance,  iince  I  am  told 
there  is  a  stz'f  good  dancing- mafter  at  Leipfig.  I  would 
have  you  dance  a  minuet  very  well,  not  fo  much  for  the 
fake  of  the  minuet  icfelf  (though  that,  if*  danced  at  all, 
ought  to  be  danced  well)  as  that  it  will  give  you  an  ha- 
bitual genteel  carriage  and  manner  of  prefenting  yourfelf. 

Since  I  am  upon  little  things,  I  muft  mention  another, 
which,  though  little  enpugh  in  itfelf,  ye:,  as  it  occurs  at 
leail  once  in  every  day^  deferves  fome  attention  ;  I  mean 
Carving.  Do  you  ufe  yourfejf  to  carve  adroitly  and  gen- 
teely,  without  hacklfig  half  an  hour  acrofs  a  bore,  with- 
out befpattering  the  company  with  the  fauce,.  and  without 
overturning  the  glafles  into  your  nefgh hours  pockets  } 
THcfe  awkwardaelTes .  are  excrejpely  difagrecable  j  and,  if 
often  repeated,  bring  ridicule.  They  aie  very  eafily  a- 
voided,  by  a  little  attention  and  ufe. 

How  trifling  foever  .hefe  things  may  feem,  or  it^^}-^  be 
in  ihemfelves,  they  are  no  longer-fo,  when  above  half  the 
world  thinks  thera  otherwife.  And,  as  I  would  have  yoa 
tmnihus  ornatum-^excdlere  rehuiy  I  think  nothing  above 
or  below  iny  pointing  out  to  you,  or  your  excelling  in. 
You  have  the  means  of  doing  it,  and  titr.e  before  you  to 
make  ufe  of  ihem.  Take  my  vvord  for  it,  I  afk  nothing 
•new,  but  what  you  will,  twenty  years  hence,  moil  hearti- 
ly wife  thnt  you  had  done.  At-enti'^-n  to  all  thefe  things^ 
for  fhe  next  two  or  three  yesrs,  will  fave  you  infinity 
f.roub!e.and  endlefs  legrets   hereafter*     May   ycu,   in  ih^. 
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wliote  courfe  of  your  life,  have  no  reafon   for  any  one  juli 
rcgr^  t         Adieu. 

your  Drefden  china   is   arrived,  and   I  have  fen t  it  to 
)rdur  Mamma. 


LETTER      CXXXir. 

London,  September  the  27th,  O.  S.  174S, 
BEAR  BOY, 

IHave  received  your  Latin  Leisure  upon  War ;  which, 
though  it  is  not  exaftly  the  fame  Latin  that  Cefar, 
Cicero,  Horace,  Virgil,  and  Ovid,  fpoke,  is,  however,  as 
good  Latin  as  the  erudite  Germam  fpeak  or  write.  I  have 
al>way5  obfervfed,  that  the  moft  learned  people,  that  is  thofe 
who  have  read  the  moft  Latin,  write  the  woril ;  and  this 
tiiftinguifhes  the  Latin  of  a  gentleman  fcholar  from  ihat 
of  a  pedant.  A  Gentleman  has,  probably,  read  no  other 
Latin  than- that  of  the  Auguftan  age  ;  and  therefcre  ca>i 
write  no  other  :  whereas  the  Pedant  has  read  much  mors 
bad  Latin  than  good  \  and  coniequently  writes  To  too. 
He  looks  upon  the  beftclaitical  books,  as  bocks  for  fchsjol* 
boys,  and  confequently  below  him  ;  but  pores  over  frag* 
ments  X)f  obfcure  authors,  treafures  up  the  obfolete  words 
which  he  meets  with  there,  and  ufes  them,  upon  all  occa- 
fions,  to.  (how  his  reading,  at  the  expence  of  his  judgraene, 
Plautus  is  his  favourite  author,  rot  for  the  fake  of  the  wit 
and  the  «z;//  comica  of  his  comedies  ;  but  upon  account  of 
the  many  obfolete  words,  and-., the  cant  of  low  charaitsrs, 
which  are  to  be  met  with  no  where*  elfe.  He  will  rather 
ufc  «//r  than ////,  optume  i\izn  optims,  and  any  bad  wo;d 
rather  than  any  good  one,  provided  he  can  bat  prove,  that, 
fi-ridly  fpeaking,  it  is  Latin  ;  that  is,  that  it  was  writren 
by  a  Roman.  By  this  rule,  I  might  now  write  xb  ycu  •:? 
the  language  of  Chaucer  orSpenfer,  and  aflerc  that  \  v%tof« 
Englifh,  becaufe  it  was  Englifh  in  their  days  j  but  [  ftiJuTd 
be  a  rooft  afFeded  puppy  if  I  did  fo,  and  you  would  not 
underlland  three  words  of  .my  letter.  All  thefe,  and  fych 
like  affe<ried  peculiarities,  are  the  charadierilVjcs  of  icsr/.ti 
coxcombs  and  pedants,  and  are  carefully  avoided  by  k\\ 
men  of  fenfe. 

I  dipped,    accidentally,    the,  o.thsr  clav,    into    ?''.l\k■^■^'i 
preface  to  his  Lexicon  :  where  I   foansj  a  ^vwjd   chnc  .-..z- 
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zled  me,  and  which  I  did  not  remember  ever  to  have  sne* 
with  before.  It  is  the  adverb  prarfi/cine  i  wYtioh.  means, 
in  a  gosd  hour  ;  an  exprefQan,  which,  by  the  fuperllicion 
of  it,  appears  to  be  low  and  yufgar.  I  looked  for  it  ;  and 
at  lad  I  found,  that  it  is  once  or  twice  made  irfe  of  in 
Piautus  ;  upon  the  ftrCBgth  of  which,  this  learned  pedant 
thruifs  it  into  his  preface.  Whenever  you  write  Latin,  re* 
member  that  e\ety  word  or  phrafe  which  you  make  ufe  of^ 
but  cannot  find  in  Cefar,  Cicero,  Livy,  Horace,  Virgil, 
and  OVid,  is  bad,  illiberal  Latin,  though  it  ma/  have  Men 
written  by  a  Roman. 

.  I  muft  now  fay  fomcthing  as  to  the  matter  of  the  Lec- 
ture ;  in  which,  I  confefs,  there  is  one  do^rine  laid  down 
that  furprifes  me  :  it  is  this  ;  ^um  vera  hojiis  fit  Unta 
cUaiJS  morte  omnia  dira  nohis  minitqns  quoeun^ue  bellantibuj 
nsgotiam  efi^  parumfa.ni  interfuerit  ^o  modo  eum  §bruefg  it 
interficere  fatagamus  fi  ferociam  ^tare  cunSlitur,  Ergo  i3t<* 
mna  quoqi^e  uti/at  e^^  i^c.  whereas  I  cannot  conceive  that 
the  ufe  of  poifon  can,  upon  any  account,  come  within  the 
lawful  means  of  felf-defence.  Force  may,  without  doubf, 
be  jullly  repelled  by  force,  but  not  by  treachery  and  fraud; 
for  I  do  rot  call  the  Uratagems  of  war,  fuch  as  zmhuC* 
cades,  roaficed  batteries,  falfe  attacks,  i^c.  frauds -or  trea- 
chery ;  they  are  mutually  to  be  expeded  and  guarded  a- 
gaiail  ;  but  poifoned  arrows,  poiioned  waters,  or  poifott 
admiariftered  to  you?  enemy  (which  can  only  ^e  done  by 
treachery,)  i  have  always  heard,  read,  and  thought,  to  be 
UTiIawfui  and  infamous  means  of  defence,  be  your  danger 
ever  fo  great.  But,  fi  ferociam  musre  curMetur  \  m^tl  I 
rather  die  thau  poifon  this  enemy  ?  Yes,  certainly,  much^ 
jather  die  than  do  a  bafs  or  criminal  adlon  :  nor  can  I 
be  fure,  before  hand,  that  this  enemy  may  not,  in  the  laft 
momenXj /erociam  exuerg.  But  the  Public  Lawyers,  now, 
fecm  to  n^e  rather  to  warp  the  law,  ia  order  to  authcrife, 
than  to  check,  thofe  unlawful  paoccedings  of  Princes  arid 
States  i  which,  by  being  become  common,  appear  lefs 
crisiinal  j  though  cuftom  can  never  alter  the  nature  of 
good  and  ill. - 

Pray  let  no  ^aibbles  of  Lawyers,  no  reEnements  of  Ca- 
fuilts,  break  into  the  plain  notions  of  right  and  wrcng  ; 
which  every  man's  right  reafon,  and  plain  common-fenfe, 
fuggelt  to  him.     To   da  as  yoii  would  be  done  by,   is  the 

pi  air*. 


LETTERS  TO  HIS  SON.  271 

plain,  f\iTe,  and  undlfputcd  rule  of  morality  and  jafllce* 
Stick  to  that  j  and  be  convince?^,  that  whatever  breaks  in- 
to it  in  any  degree,  however  fpecioufly  tt  may  be  turned, 
and  however  puzzling  it  may  be  to  anfwer  it,  is,  notw!th« 
landing,  faife  in  itfelf,  unjuft,  and  criminal.  I  do  not 
know  a  crime  in  the  world,  which  ii  not,  by  the  Cafsiifta 
among  the  lefuits  (efpccially  the  twenty  four  collefled,  t 
ghink,  by  Efcobar),  allowed,  in  fome,  or  many  cafes,  not 
fo  be  criminal.  The 4)rii3ciples  firft  laid  down  by  them 
are  often  fpecious,  the  reafonings  plaufible  ;  but  the  con- 
cluiian  always  a  Ha  :  for  it  h  contrary  to  thaf^vident  and 
undeniable  rule  of  juftice  which  I  have  mentioned  above, 
of  not  doing  to  any  one  what  you  would  not  have  him  do 
^0  you.  But,  however,  thefe  reSned  pieces  of  cafuiflry 
and  fophiftry  bein^  very  convenient  and  welcome  to  peo- 
ple's paiTisns  and  appetites,  they  gladly  accept  the  induU 
gence,  vvithoat  deHring  to  detect  the  Ikllaty  of  the  reafon- 
ing  :  and  indeed  many,  I  might  fay  moft,  people,  arc  not 
able  to  do  it  ;  which  makes  the  publication  of  fuch  quib" 
b'.ings  and  refinements  the  more  pernicious.  I  am  n© 
&ilful  £afui#,  nor  fubtle  Di%utant  ;  and  yei.  I  woi^ld  ijn- 
dertake  (ojulHfy,  and  qualify,  the  profeiTiGn  of  a  high- 
^vayman,  ftep  by  ftep,  and  fo  plaufibly,  as  to  make  many 
ignorant  people  embrace  the  profefHoji  as  an  innocent,  if 
HOot  even  a  laudable,  one  ;  and  to  puzzle  people,  of  fome 
degree  of  knowledge,  to  anfwrer  me  point  by  point.  I 
have  feen  a  back,  entitled  ^dlihet  ex  ^olihet,  or  the  Art 
of  making  any  thing  out  ot  any  thing  ;  which  is  not  fo 
difficult  as  it  would  feem,  if  once  one  quUs  certain  plain 
truths,  obvious  in  grofs  to  every  underflanding,  in  order 
to  run  after  the  ingenious  refinements  of  warm  imaginati- 
©ns  and  fpecdlative  reafonings.  Dodor  Berkely,  Bliliop 
of  Cloyne,  a  very  worthy,  ingenious,  and  learned  man, 
has  writte^i  a  book  to  prove.  That  there- is  no  fuch  thing 
as  Matter,  and  that  nothing  exiils  but  in'  idea  i  that  yo?3 
and  I  only  fancy  ourfelves  eating,  drinking,  and'fkeping;^ 
you  at  Leipfig,  and  I  at  Lqndon  :  that  we  think  we  have* 
£efh  and  b!ood,  legs,  arms,  i^c.  but  that  we  are  only  (pi- 
rit.  His  arguments  are,  ftridly  fpeaking,  unanfwerabic  ; 
but  yet  [  am  fo  far  from  being  convinced  by  them,  that  I 
nm  determined  ?o  go  on  to  eat  and  drink,  and  walk  and 
ride, -ia  order  to  keep  ^at  matter ^  which   I   fu  miftakenly 

imagine 
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imagine  my  bocly  at  prefent  to  confift  of,  in  as  good  pHgljt 
as  pgffible.  Common  fenfe  (which,  in  truth,  is  very  un- 
common) is  the  he^  fenfe  I  know  of  :  abide  by  it  ;  it  will 
counfe!  you  beil.  Read  and  hear,  for  your  amuiemenf, 
ingenious  f}*ftems,  nice  C[ucftions,  fubiily  agitated,  with  ali 
the  refinements  that  warm  imaginations  fuggeft  ;  but  con- 
fider  them  only  as  exercitations  for  the  mind,  and  return 
always  to  fettle  wit^  common  fenfe. 

I  ftumbled,- the  other  day,  at  a  bookf^llcr's,  uponComte 
de  Gabalis,  in  two  very  little  volumes,  which  I  had  for* 
meriy  read.  I  read  it  over  again,  and  with  Jrefti  aftcnifli* 
menr.  Moft  of  the  extravagancies  are  taken  from  the 
Jeivlfii  Rabbins,  who  broached  thofe  wild  notions,  and  de- 
livered thein  in  the  ujiintelligible  jargon  which  the  Cabal- 
Jiits  and  Roficrucians  deal  in  to  this  day.  Their  number 
i?,  I  believe,  much  leiTened  ;  but  there  are  ftili  fome  ;  and 
I  myfclf  have  known  two,  who  lludied  and  firraly  believed 
in  that  myflical  nonfenfe.  What  extravagancy  is  not  man 
capibie  of  entertaining,  when  once  his  fhackled  reafoa 
is  led  in  triumph  by  fancy  and  prejudice  ?  The  ancient 
Alchymift-  gave  very  much  \Mo  this  ftufF,  by  which  they, 
thought  they  (hquld  difcoyer  the  Philofopbf  r's  Stone  ;  and 
fome  of  the  moil  celebrated  Empirics  employed  it  in  the 
purfuic  of^he  Univerfal  Medicine.  Paiacclfus,  3  bold 
limpitic  and  wild  Cabaliilt,  aflerted  that  he  had  difcover« 
ed  u,  and  called  it  \\\%  Alkahefi  :  vvhy,  or  wherefore,  God 
knows  ;  cnly  that  thofe  madmen  call  nothing  by  an  it,,* 
telligible  name.  You  may  eafily  get  this  bock  from  the 
H^gue.  Read  it  :  fpr  it  will  both  divert  and  aftor;r'<% 
\o.»  ;  and,  at  the  h\Ti.t  lime,  teach  you  nil  admWari  ;  a" 
very  neceffary  leffan. 

/uu!  ietic.'?,  .  :^cept  when  upon  a  given  fubje(^^,  are  ex- 
cscdingly  laccnic,  and  neither  anfwer  my  defires,  nor  the 
purpofe  of  Ittters  \  which  fhoula  be  familiar  converfationa 
between  abfent  fri^^ncs.  As  J  dcfire  to  live  with  you  up-, 
en  the  footing  of  an  intimate  friend,  and  not  of  a  parent, 
•I  could  wilh  uiat  your  letters  gave  me  more  particular  ac- 
counts of  vcurfelf,  and  of  your  Jeiler  tratifadions.  ,When 
y<yM  write  to  me,  fi;ppofe  '^q\sj{^\^  converfmg  itt^\y  with 
TT't.  by  the  fire-fide.  In  that  cafe,  you  would  naturally 
jrcnt'.oo  the  incidents  of  the  day  ;  as,  where  you  had 
fcegn,  who  }0'j  had  feen,  what  yoalhoughi  of  ihem,   ^r. 

Do 
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B^  this  in  your  letters  ;  acquaint  me  fomctiraes  with  your 
ftudies,  fomeiinics  with  your  diverfions  ;  tell  me  of  any" 
new  peffons  and  chara^ers  that  you  meet  with  in  com  pa* 
ny,  and  add  your  own  obfervations  up«n  them  :  in  fhort, 
let  me  fee  more  of  you  in  your  letters.  How  do  you  go 
on  with  Lord  PuUeney  f  and  how  doe$  he  go  on^t  Leip- 
fig  ?  has  he  learning,  has  he  parts,  has  he  application  f 
Is  he  good  or  ill  natu-^ed  ?  In  fhort,  What  is  he  ?  at  leaft, 
what  do  yoii  think  him  ?  You  may  tell  me  without  re- 
ferve,  for  I  promife  you  fecrecy.  You  are  now  of 
an  age,  -hac  I  am  defirous  to  begin  a  confidential  corrcf- 
pondence  with  you  ;  and  as  1  {hall  on  my  part,  write  you 
very  fieely' my  opinion  upon  men  and  things,  which!. 
IHould  of'.en  be  very  unwilling  that  any  body  but  you  and 
Mr.  Harte  Ihould  fee  ;  fo,  on  your*  part,  if  you  write  to 
me  withpuj:  referve,  you  may  drpend  upon  my  inviolable 
fecJ-ecy.  If  you'have  ever  locked  into  the  Letters  of  Ma- 
dame de  Sevigne,  ro  her  daugh.er  ivl^dame  de  Grignan  5 
you  muft  have  obferved  the  eafe,  freedom,  and  friend(hip, 
of  that  correfpandence  ;  and  yet,  I  hope,  and  beUeve,the)r 
did  not  love  one  another  better  tkaa  we  do.  Tell  j-ne 
what  books  you  are  how  reading,  eichei*  jy  way  of  ftudy 
or  amufement  ;  how  you  p^fs  your  evenings  when  at 
home,  and  where  you  p^fs  them  when  abroad.  I  Icnow 
that  you  go  fometimes  to  Madams  Valentin's  afTembly  i 
what  do  you  do  th-tre  ?  do  you  pi  ay,  or  fup,  or  is  it  only 
la  belle  csn^er/ation  :  Do  you  mind  your  daocinsv  whils 
your  dancing  mafter  is  with  you  ?  As  you  will  be  often 
under  the  ncceffity  of  dancing  a  minuet,  I  would  have  you 
dance  it  very  well.  R.emember,  that  the  graceful  motion 
of  the  arms,  the  giving  your  hand,  and  the  putting  on  and 
pulling  off  your  hac  genteely,  are  the  material  parts  of 
a  gentleman's  dancing.  But  the  greateft  advantage  of 
<Jancing  well  is,  that  it  nece/Tarily  teaches  you  to  pref<;nt 
yourfeJf,  to  fit,  ftand,  ana  walk  genteely  ;  all  which 
sre    of  real  importance  to  a  man  of  fadiion. 

I  fhould  wifli  that  you  were  po1i(hed,  before  you  go  to^ 
Berlin  ;  where,  as  you  will  be  in  a  great  deal  of  good 
company,  I  would  have  you  have  the  right  mann.ers  for  it. 
It  is  a  very  confiderable  article  to  have  h  /«»  ae  la  hanne 
^timpagnisy  in  your  dellination  particularly.  The  principal' 
bu^nefs  of  a  foreign  Minifler  is,  to  get   into   the    fecrers, 

and 
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jmd  ta  know  all  Ut  alluref,  of  the  Courts  at  which  he  re- 
fides  ;  this  he  can  never  bring  about,  but  by  fuch  a  pica- 
fing  addrefs,  fuch  engaging  manners,  and  fuch  an  infinua- 
ting  behaviour,  as  may  make  him  fought  for,  and  in  fome 
weafure  domeflic,  in  the  beft  company  and  the. bsft  fami- 
lies of  the  place.  He  will  then,  indeed,  be  well  informed 
of  all  that  paiTes,  either  by  the  confidences  made  him,  pr 
by  the  careleiTnefs  of  people  in  his  company  ;  who  are  ac- 
cuftomed  to  look  upon  him  as  one  of  them,  and  confe- 
qaently  not  upon  their  guard  before  h'^m.  For  a  Minifter, 
who  only  goes  to  the  Court  he  refides  at  in  form,  to  afk 
an  audience  of  the  Piince  or  the  Minifter,  upon  his  laft  in- 
flruSions,  puts  them  upon  their  guard,  and  will  never 
know  any  thing  more  than  what  they  have  a  mind  that 
he  fhould  know.  Here  women  may  be  .put  to  fome  ufc. 
A  King's  miHrefs,  or  a  MiniHer's  wife  or  mil^refs,  may 
give  |reat  and  ufeful  infonnations  ;  and  areyciy  apt  to  do 
it,  being  proud  to  fliow  they  have  been  trufled.  But  then, 
in  this  cafe,  the  height  of  that  fort  of  addrefs  which  Rrikes 
women  is  rcquiliie  ;  i  mean,  ihateaiy  politenefs,  genteeland 
graceful  addrefs,  and  that  exterieur  hrilUanty  which  they 
cannot  withftand.  There  is  a  f^irt  ot  men  fo  like  women, 
that  they  are  to  be  taken  juft  in  the  fame  way  :  I  mean 
tl^ofe  who  are  commooly  called  fm  men  ;  who  fwarm  at 
all  Courts ;  who  have  little  reflection,  and  lefs  knowledge ; 
vbut  who,  by  their  gccd- breedings  and  traintran  cfLihe 
world,  are  admitted  into  all  companies  ;  and,  by  the  im- 
prudence Of  carele^nefs  of  their  fuperiors,  pick  v.p  fecrets 
worth  knowing,  vvhich'gTe  cafily  got  out  of  them  by  pro- 
per addrefs.         Adieu. 
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Eaih.   Caober  the  12th,  O.  S.  1748. 
BEAR  BOY,   ^      ^ 

I  Came  here  three  days  sgo,  upon  account  of  a  difor- 
der  in  my  ftomsch,  which  afFefted  my  head,  and  gave 
me.vertigcs.  1  already  find  myfeif  lomething  better  ;  and' 
confcquenily  do  nor  dcubr,  that  a  courfe  of  thefe  waters 
will  fet  mc  quite  right.  But  however  and  wherever  I  am, 
yoQi  welfare,  your  chara^er,  your   knowledge,    and   your 

-   morals 
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morals,  employ  my  thoughts  more  than  any  thln^  that 
can  happen  to  me,  or  ih^at  I  can  fear  or  hope  for  myfeJf. 
I  am  going  off  the  ftage  ;  you  are  coming  upon  it  :  with 
me,  what  has  been,  has  been,  and  ^-cfieilion  new  would 
come  too  late  ;  with  you,  every  thing  is  to  come,  even  in 
{brae  manner  reflexion  itfelf :  io  that  this  is  the  very  time 
when  my  rca^e^lions,  the  refalt  of  experience^  may  be  of. 
ufe  to  you,  by  fupplying  the  want  of  yours.  As  foon  as 
you  leave  Leipfig,  you  will  gradually  be  going  into  the 
great  world  ;  where  the  firft  impreffions  that  you  fiiall 
give  of  yourfelf  will  be  of  great  importance  to  you  ;  but 
thofe  which  you  fhali  receive  will  be  decifive,  for  they  aU 
ways  Hick.  To  keep  good  company,  efpecially  at  your. 
firft  fetting  out,  is  the  way  io  receive  good  impreffiona. 
If  you  aflc  me  what  I  mean  by  good  company,  I  will  con- 
fefs  to  you,  that  it  is  pretty  difficult  to  define  ;  but  I  will: 
endeavour  to  make  you  underftand  it  as  weii  as  I  can. 

Good  company,  is  not  what  refpedive  fets  of  company 
are  pleafcd  either  to  call  or  think  themfelvcs  ;  hat  it  i«. 
that  company  which  all  the  people  of  the  place  call,  and 
acknowledge  to  be,  good  company,  nctwithitanding  fome 
objections  which  they  may  form  co  fome  of  the  individuals 
who  compafe  it.  It  conflfts  chieHy  (but.  by  no  means 
without  exception)  of  people  of  confideiable  binh,  rank, 
and  character  :  f\:iT  people  of  neither  birth  nor  rank  are 
frequently,  and  very  julily,  admitted  into  it,  if  dilHnguifh- 
ed  ^y  any  peculiar  merit,  or  erninency  in  any  liberal  art 
or  fcience.  Nay,  fo  motley  a  thing  is  :good  company, 
that  many  people  without  birth,  rank,,  or  iiicrut,  intrude 
into  it  by  their  own  forwardnefs  ;  and  others  flide  iiUo  it 
by  the  protection  of  fome  coniiderable  perfon  ;  and  fome 
even  of  indifferent  charaders  and  morals  make  part  of. it. 
But,  in  the  main,  the  good  part  preponderates,  and  people 
of  infamous  and  blailed  charaders  are  never  admitted.  In 
this  faihionabie  good  company,  the  beR  manners  and  the 
belt  language  of  the  place  are  moft  unqaeltionably  to  be 
learnt  ;  for  they  eilablilh,  and  give  the  tone  to  bosh, 
which  are  therefore  called  the  language  and  in-annsrs  of. 
good  company,  there  being  no  legal  tribunal  to  afceriaia 
either. 

A  company  confiding  wholly  of  people  of  the  Bril  qua- 
lity, caiinot,  for  that  icafon,   be   called  goA   coajpuriy  ia 
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the  common  acceptation  of  the  phrafe,  unlefs  ihty  arc,  in* 
to  the  bargain,  the  fafhionable  and  accredited  company  of 
the  place  ;  for  people  of  the  firfl  quality  can  be  a&  filiy»  as 
ill-bred,  and  as  worthlefs,  as  people  of  the  meanetl  degree^ 
Oh  the  other  hand,  a  company  confiding  entirely  of  peo- 
ple of  very  low  condition,  whatever  their  ^nerit  or  parts 
iJiJly  be,  can  nevar  be  called  good  company  ;  and  confe- 
«[acntly  ftiould  not  be^  much  fteq^uented,  though  by  no 
means  defpifed.  ~    - 

A  company  wKoHy  compofed  of  men  of  learning,  tho* 
greatly  to  be  valued  alnd  refpefted,  i?  not  meant  by  the 
words  £oo/J  company  :  they  cannot  have  the  ^  eafy  manners 
and  tournurg  of  the  world,  as  they  do  not  live  in  it  If 
you  can  bear  your  part  well  in  fuch  a  company,  it  is  ex- 
tremely right  to  be  in  it  fometimes  ;  and  you  will  be  bat 
more  efteemed  in  other  companies,  for  having  a  place  ia 
that,  feut  then  do  rot  let  it  engrofs  you  ;  for  if  you  do, 
you  win  be  only  confidered  as  one  of  the  litterati  by  pro- 
fbffion,  which  is  not  the  way  cither  to  (bine  or  rife  in  the 
world. 

The  company  of  profeffcd  Wits  and  Poets,  Is  extremely 
Jdviting  to  moft  young  men  j  who,  if  they  have  wit  iheai- 
felves,  are  pleafed  with  if;  and  if  they  have  none,  are  fil- 
liiy  proud  of  being  one  of  it  :  but  it  Ihould  be  frequented 
with  moderation  and  judgment,  and  you  fhouM  by  no 
means  give  yourfelf  up  to  it.  A  Wit  is  a  very  unpopular 
denomination,  as  it  carries  terror  along  with  it  ;  and  peo- 
ple in  general  are  as  much  afraid  cf  a  live  Wit,  in  com- 
pany, as  a  woman  is  of  a  gun,  which  fte  thinks  may  go 
off  of  iifelf  and  do  her  a  niifchief.  Their  acquaintance 
is,  however,  worth  feekuig.  and  their  company  worth  fre. 
quenting  ;  but  not  exclufively  of  others,  nor  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree as  to  be  corifidered  only  a^  one  of  that  particular  fet. 

But  the  coEipany,  which  of  all  others  you  fhould  moft 
carefully  avoid,  is  that  low  com'pany,  which,  in  every 
fenfe  of  the  word,  is  low  indeed  ;  low  in  ranlc,  low  in 
parts,  low  in  manners,  and  low  in  merit.  You  will  pcr- 
hapj  be  furprifed,  that  I  (hould  thin^c  it  neceffary  to  warn 
you  agair.ft  luch  company  {  but  yet  I  do  not  think  it 
wholly  unnecefTary,  after  the  many  indances  which  i  have 
ieeo,  of  mcA  of  fenfe  and  rank,  difcrediied,  viliHed,  and 
wnione,  by  keeping  fiidi  compim/.     Vajuiy,    tiut,  fource 

of 
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of  many  of  our  follies,  and  of  Tome  of  cur  crimes,  has 
furfllinany  a  man  into  company,  m  ev«ry  light  infinitely 
below  himfelf,  for  the  fake  of  being  the  firlt  man  in  h/ 
There  he  di<£tates,  is  applauded,  admired  :  and,  for  the 
fake  of  being  the  Corypbteus  of  that  wretched  chorus,  dif- 
graces,  and  difqualifies  himfelf  foon  for  any  better  compa- 
ny. Depend  upon  it,  you  will  fink  or  rife  to  the  \t\d  of 
the  company  which  you  commonly '  keep  :  people  will 
judge  of  you,  and  not  unreafonably,  by  that.  There  is 
good  fenfe  in  the  Spanifh  faying,  **  Tell  ms  whom  you 
*•  live  with,  and  I  will  tell  you  who  y  m  are."  Make  it 
therefore  your  bufinefs,  wherever  you  ar  ■,  to^get  into  that 
company,  which  every  body  of  the  plac??  allows  to  be  the 
beft  company,  next  to  their  own  ;  which  is  the  beft  defi- 
nition that  I  can  give  you  of  good  company.  But  here, 
too,  one  caution  is  very  necefTary  ;  for  want  of  which  ma- 
ny young  men  have  been  ruined,  even  in  good  company. 
Good  company  (as.  I  have  before  obferved)  is  cciripofed  of 
a  great  variety  of  faftiionable  people,  whole  characters  and 
morals  are  very  diiferent,  though  their  manners  are  pretty 
much  the  fame.  When  a  young  man,  iie,w  in  the  Avcrid> 
finl  gets  inio  that  company,  he  very  rightly  determine's  to 
conform  to  and  irai'^te  it.  But  then  he  locf  oft-n  and 
fatally,  miftakes  the  obje^ls  of  his  imitation.  He  has  of- 
ten heard  that  abfurd  term  of  genteel  and  fafhionable  vi- 
ces. He  there  fees  fome  people  who  fnitie,  and  who  ia 
general  are  admired  and  efteemed  ;  and  obferves,  tlia*: 
thefe  people  are  whoremafters,  drunkards,  or  gamefters  -, 
upon  which  he  adopts  their  vices,  Eiiftaking  their  defeft? 
for  their  perfections,  and  thinking  that  tNy  ov-'e  t -eir 
fafhion  and  their  luftre  to  thofe  genteel  vic^s.  Wherero  • . 
is  exa^ly  tat  reverfe  :  for  rhefe  people  have  acquired  ch.;;  • 
reputation  by  their  parts,  their  learning,  their  or  db  re- -^ 
ing,  and  other  real  accompliCIiments  ;  and  au  f  ;  Fv  '  le- 
mifhed  aad  lowered,  in  tre  opinions  of  all  reaibrfbit;  peo- 
ple, and  of  their  own,  in  time,  by  thefe-  genicfl  and  fj,- 
fhionable  vice^.  A  whoremailsr,  in  a  ii .;)>:,  or  witnout  a 
nofe,  is  a  very  genteel'  perfon  indeed  ;  and  w?]!  v-/orthy  of 
imitation.  A  drunkard,  vomiting  up  at  ni£,ht«  the  wxa^ 
of  the  cay,  and  ftupified  by  the  head-Hch  asfrh'.'  next,  U^ 
doabtiiifs,  a  fine  mode'  to  copy  from.  -And  a  ;o.amcii?'r, 
-p-aring  hi.  hair,  srd  blaJ^pheiiiing,    for  hp.vjr-e    |o<i   n:ore 
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than  he  had  in  the  world,  is  farely  a  moft  amiable  cha=» 
rad^r.  No  ;  thefe  are  aUays,  and  great  ones  too,  which 
can  never  adorn  any  character,  but  will  always  debafe'lhe 
befl.  To  preve  this  j  fuppofe  any  man,  without  parts 
and  foaie  other  good  qualities,  to  be  merely  a  whoremaf- 
ter,  a  drunkard,  5r  a  gara'elter  ;  -How  will  he  be  looked 
upon  by  all  Tons  of  people  r  Why,  as  a  moft  contempli= 
ble  and  vicious  animal.  Therefore  it' is  plain,  that,  in 
thefe  mixed  charadlers,  the  good  part  only  makes  people 
forgive,  but  not  approve,  the  bad.  ^ 

i  will  hope,  and  believe,  that  you  will  hsL^c*  no  vices  5 
but  if,  unfortunately,  you  Ihould  have  any,  at  leait  1  beg. 
of -you  to  be  content  with  your  own,  and  to  adopt  no'o* 
ther  body's.  The  adoption  of  vice  has,  1  am  convinced, 
sruined  ten  time*  more  yoatig  men,  than  \iatural  inclinati- 
ons. 

As  I  make  no  difficulty  of  confl-ffing  my  pall  errors, 
•syhere  i  think  the  confelTion  may  be  of  ufe  to  you,  I  will 
own,  that,  when  I  firft  went  tothre  univerfity,  I  drank  >md 
fmoked,  notwithftandiog  the  averiion  I  had  to  wine  and 
tobacco,  only  becaufe  I  thought  it  genteel,  and  tiiac  it  made 
me  look  like  a  man.  When  I  went  abroad,  I  £r(l  went 
to  the  Hague,  where  gamingwas  much  in  faihion  ;  and 
where  I  obferved  tha;  many  peoDle,  of  ftiining  rank  and 
characler,  game<3  too.  1  was  rhen  young  enough,  and  fil- 
ly enough  -to  believe,  that  gaming  was  one  of  their  ac- 
compli(hments  ;  and,  as  I  airacd  at  perfcdion,  1  adopted 
gamiijg  as  a  necefTiry  Tlep  to  it  Thus  1  acqjired,  by  er- 
ror, the  habit  of  a  vice,  which,  far  from  adorning,  my 
character,  has,  1  am  confcious,  been  a  great  blcmilli  inJt, 

lm'r.ate,  then,  with  difcenirnent  and  judgment,  the  real 
pcifedions  of  the  goed  company  into  which  ycu  may  get  5 
copy  their  poiitenefs,  their  carriage,  their  ad^refs,  and  the 
cafy  and  well-bred  turn  of  thei-r  converfiuion':  but  remem- 
ber, t^at,  let  them  fl^ine  ever  fo  bright,  their  vices,  if 
they  have  any,  are  fj  many  fpo:s,  which  you  would  no 
more  imitate,  than  you  woald  make  an  artiJicici!  wart  upon 
^our  tace,  betaufe  fjme  very  handfome  man  h«d  the  mif- 
fortune  to  h^ive  a  naiurai  one  upon  his  ;  but,  ®n  the'con- 
t5^»^y,  think  how  much  handfomer  he  v/ould  have  been 
without  it. 

Having 
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Having  thus  confefTed  Tome  of  my  egaremens^  I  will  now 
fhow  you  a  little  oi  my  right  fide.  I  always  endeavoured 
\o  get  into  the  beft  company  wherever  I  was,  and  com- 
n^otily  fueceed^.  There  I  pleafed  to  fome  degree,  by 
Slowing  a  cefire  to  pieafe.  I  took  care  Rever  to  be  ab- 
fent  or  aiflrait  ;  but,  on  the  contraty,  attended  to  every 
thfng  that  ^z%  i'aio,  done,  or  even  looked,  in  company  :  I 
never  failed  in  the  minuiell  attention^,  and,  was  never 
journalier,  Thefe  things,  and  not  my  egarsmenSj  ^ade 
me  fafhionable. 

^dieu  !  this  letter  is  full  long  enoughs* 
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Bathj  Oaober  the  loth,  O.  S,  1748, 
DEAR  BOY, 

HAVING,  in  my  lafl,  pointed  out  what  fort  of  com- 
pany you  ihould  keep,  I  will  now  give  you  fome 
yules  for  your  condufl  in  it  ;  rules  wbich  my  own  expe- 
rience and  cbfervaiion  enable  me  to  lay  dov.n,  and  com- 
rnunicace  to  vou,  with  f:3 me  degree  of  confidence,  -I,  have 
often  given  you  hints  of  Mi^  kind  before,  bat  cHcn  u  h'3 
been  by  fnatches  ;  I  will  now  he  more  regular  a?Ki  .  :> 
thodical.  I  ftiall  fay  ncthing  with  regard  to  your  bodily 
carriage  and  addrefs  ;  but  leave  them  to  (he  care  of  your 
dancing-mafter,  and  to  your  own  attention  to  tl^e  befl  nio* 
dels  :  i-emenaber,  however,  that  they  are  of  confeq'uence. 

Talk  of'^en,  but  never  long  ;  in  that  cafe,  if  you  do  v.oi 
pieafe,  at  leaft  yom  are  fare  not  to  tire,  .your  hearers  Pe;/ 
your  o.?/n  reckon'ag,  but  do'  not  ireat  the  whole  corripnv  ,: 
tkis  being  one  of  (fee  very  few  cafes  m  wvitch  people  :'o 
not  care  to  be  treated,  everyone  being  fuily  convinced 
that  he  has  wherewithal  to  pay.  . 

Tell  ftt>ries  very  feldos),  and  apfolutely  never  but  wh-re 
they  are  very  apt  aH<l  very  (hort.  Omit  evevy  circum  • 
llance  that  is  not  material,  and  beware  of  dig  cilian^  To 
have.frp€|a6nt  recourle  to  nasradve,  betra^ys-  great  v-aci'  of 
imagination.  -  . 

Never  hold  anv,  body  by  ihe  button,    r^     '■       '       '      ' 
Gr^u'^r  to  be  heard  oa    ;   for    if  people    <-r; 
hf^-.v  you,  "you  had   much    beuer  Jiold    your    W--^'-"    *'-^'' 
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Moft  long  talkers  fingle  out  {ome  one  Unfortunate  man 
in  company  (comraonly  him  whom  they  obferve  to  be  the 
moft  filent,  or  their  next  neighbour)  to  whifper,  or  at 
leaft,  in  a  half  voice,  to  convey  a  continuity  of  words  to. 
This  is  exceffively  ill  bred,  and  in  fome  degree  a  fraud, 
ccnverfaiion-itock  being  a  joi|t  and  common  property. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  one  of  thefc  unnitrciful  talk- 
ers lays  hold  of  you,  hear  him  with  patience,  (and  at 
leail  Teeming  attention),  if  he  is  worih  obiiging  ;  for 
nothing  will  oblige  him  more  than  a  patient  hearing, 
as  nothing  would  hurt  him  more  than  either  to  leave  him 
in  the  midft  of  his-^  difcouffe,  or  to  cifcover  your  impa- 
tieriCQ  under  your  afH  dlicn. 

Take,  rather  than   give,  the  tone  of   the  company  ypu 
are  la.     ff  you  have  parrs,  you  will   Ificw  them,' more  or 
lefs,  upoa  every  fubjedt  ;  and  if  you    have  not,    you  had 
bercer  talk    fillily  upon  a  fubjeCt  of  other  pccp]e*3  than  of 
your  own  chufing. 

Avoid  as  much  as  you  can,  in  mixed^companies,  ar- 
gumentative, polemical  cenverfations ;  which,  though  they 
ihould  not,  yet  certainly  do,  indifpofe,  for  a  time,  the  con- 
rending  parties  towards  each  oiher  :  and,  if  the  controverfy 
grows  warm  and  noify,  endeavour  to  put  an  end  to  it,  by 
lorne  genteellevity  or  joke.  I  quieted  fuch  a  converfatio'n- 
liubbub  once,  by  reprefenting  to  them,  that,  though  I 
Was  perfuaded  none  there  prefent  would  repeat,  out  of 
company,  what  paiTed  in  ir,  yet  I  could  net  anfwer  for 
the  difcretion  of  the  paiTengers  in  the  i^rest,  v*'ho  mull  ne- 
Ccilarily  hear  all  that  was  faid. 

Abc\'e  ail  things,  and  upon  a'l  C)CC8ndt^s,  avoid  fpeak- 
ing  of  you' {'elf,  if  it  be  poiTible.  Such  is  the  n^aiural 
p.idc  and  vanity  of  pur  hearts,  that  it  perpetually 
b  eak"^  ouc,  even  in  people  of  the  beft  psr:s>  in  all  the 
vsious  modes  and  figures  of  the  egotifai. 

Seme,  abruptly,  fpeak  advaniageotfl)'  ofthemfel^'es,  with- 
«;ur  either  pretence  cr  prcvocation.  They  are  impudent. 
O  hvTi  proceed  more  artfully,  as  thev  imagine  ;  an«  forge 
;3v.\;ijr?,iior)s  againft  'themfclves,  compbin  of  calemniea 
which  ihcy  never  hea^d,  in  order  to  jitlLfy  themrelves  by 
exhibiting  a  cataiopue  of  their  many  virtues  Ti>ey  ac-' 
kKc^wii/;?e  it  vxay\  inaieeJy  feem  odd^  that  they  Jhould  talk  in 
ihit  jnannir    of  themfch?i  ;  it  ii  i>:b<i<t    they    do    ritt  hh^ 

and 


LETTERS  TO  HIS  SON*  283 

and  fwhai  th^  t^ver  tuould  have  done  :  no,  no  tortures 
Jhould  e<ver  have  Jorced  it /ram  them^  if  they  had  not  bem 
thus  unjujily  and  mcnfircujly  accujed-  Sut,  in  the/e  cmjest 
jujiice  is  furely  due  to  ^ne'sjelf  as  nvell  as  to  others  ;  and, 
*when^ur  tharader  is  attacked ,  nue  may  Jay  in  our  o^wnjuf* 
tijicationj  ixihat  othernvife'njie  ne'uer'wouU  ha'Vt  jaid.  This 
thin  veil  of  Modefty  drawn  before  Vanity  ij  much  too 
tranfparent  to  conceal  it,  even  from  very  moderate  dif- 
cemment. 

Others  go    more    mcdeilly  and   more  flily  Ptill  (as  they 
think)  to  work  ;  but,  in  my  mmd,  Hill  more  Tidiculoufly, 
They  confefs  themfelves  (not  without  fome  degree  of  (harae 
and  confiiiion)  into  all  the  Cardinal  Virtues  ;  by  fidt  de- 
grading   thern   into    weakneffes,  and    then  owning    their 
misfortune  in  being  made   up  of  thcfe  wenkne/Tes.     Thsy 
cannot  fee    people  fajpr^    ivitbDUt/ympathizitigwith.^  and 
endeavouring  to  help  them.     They    i&nnot    fee   pecple  voanty 
iwithout    relieving  them  ;  though^    truly ^  their  ovun  circum^ 
fiances  cannot  very  rwell  afford  it.     They  cannot  help  [peaking 
truths   though  they  kmvj  all  the  imprudence  of  it      In  Jhort, 
they  knovtii  that^  v^ith  all  theft  "ueakneffes,  they  an    net  fit 
to  live  in  the    <warUj  much  hfy  to    thrive  in  it.     But  they 
are  now  tso  old  to   chmge,  and  muf  rub  "on  as  'well  as  thf.y 
can.     This  founds   too  ridiculous    and  outre j  almoft,  for 
the  ftage  ;  and   yet,   tak?  my  word   for  it,  you   will,   fre- 
quently meet  with  it  upor.  the  common  llage  of  the  world. 
And    here  I  will  oblbrve,  by  the  b)e,  that  you  will  often 
meet  with    charaders  in  nature  fo  excravagant,  that  a  dif- 
creet  Poet^ould  not  veni'ire  to  fet  them  apon  the  f^age  ia 
their  true  and  high  cplmiring._ 

This,  principle  of  vmTty  and  pride  is  fo  ftrong  in  ho. 
man  nature,  that  it  defcencis  even  to  the  Weft  ohjedls  ; 
and  one  often  fees  people  angling  for  praife\  yvhere,  ad- 
mitting  all  they  fay  to  be  true,  (which,  by\e  way,  ii 
fJdom  is),  no'juft  praife  is  to  be  caughu  On^man  af- 
firms that  he  has  rode  port  an  hundred  miles  in  fii^ioiirs  : 
probaijiy  it  is  a  lie  ;  but,  fuppofmg  it  to  be  tru^owhat 
then  ?  Why,  he  is  a  very  good  pcd^oy,  that  i\a]j^ 
Another  arfbrts,  a?.i  brobably  boi without  oaths,' thatx^},^ 
has  drank  fix  or  eight  bottles  of  wine  at  a  fittirsg  :  out\.f 
charity,  \  will  believe  him"^  liar  ;  fo',  if  I  do  not,  I  rr-u^ 
thiiik  him  a  beall, 

Sucfaj 
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Such,  and  a  thoufand  more,  are  the  follies  and  ex- 
travagancies which  vanity  draws  people  into,  and  which 
always  defeat  rheir  own  purpofe  ;  4nd,  as  Waller  fays 
upon  another  fubje£l. 

Make  the  wretch  the  moft  defpifed, 
Where  150ft  he  wi/hcs  to  be  prized. 

The  only  fure  way  of  avoiding  thefe  evils,  is,  never  to 
fpeak  of  yeurfelf -At  all.  But  wiicn,  hiftorically,  yoii  are 
obliged  to  mention  you r{elf,  take  care  not  to  drop  one 
fingle  word  that  can  diredly  or  indireftly  be  cpnftrued  as 
jSfl^ing  for  apijlaufe,  Be  your-  charafter  what  it  will,  it 
will  hi  known  ;  and  nobody  will  rake  it  upon  your  own 
word.  Never  imagine  tha:  any^  thing  you  can  fky  your- 
hH  will  varriiih  your  deleds,  -or  add  iudure  to  your  per- 
fedlions  ;  bur,  on  he  contrary,  it  may,  and  nine  times  in 
ten  will,  make  the  former  mor^  glsring*  and  thejatter 
obf  are.  If  you  are  fi lent  upon  your  owirfubjeft,  neirfcer 
envy,  indignation,  nor  ridicule,  will  obftruft  or  allay  the 
apn^aufe  which  you  may  really  dckric  ;  but  if  you  pu- 
b'iHi  your  own  panegyric,  upon  any  cccafion,  or  in  ary 
fti  .pf>,  v^haifoever,  and  however  grtfully  dreilcd  cr  dif- 
guifed,  they  will  all  confoire  agai>ft  you,  and  you  will  be 
difappointed  of  the  very  end  you  aim  at. 

Take  care  ncvef  to  feem  dark  and  royilerious  ;  which 
is  not-only  a  very  unamiable  cbsradler,  but  a  very  fufpi* 
cious  one  too  :  if  you  feem  myi^crioos  with  others,  ihcy 
will  b?  really  fo  wirh  you,  sibayi}^  will  krjiow  mothing. 
The  height  of  ?biiiiies  is,  to  h\ve"''Voho/a'rIfo,  and pen/uri 
■  ftretti  \  K^zx  is  "a  frank  open,  and  ingenuous  exterior, 
with  a  prud  nt  and  referved  interior  :  to  be  upen  yOof 
owA  gu?rd  ai^d  ^er,  by  a  fceming  natural  opennefs,  to 
put  peopl-  off  of  theirs.  Depend  upon  it,  nine  in  ten  of 
every  cfi^p^i"y  you  are  in  will  avail  themfelves  of  evety 
indifc'^'^t  snd  unguarded  expreffion  of  your?,  if  they  can 
tu-n  ^''?o  rhf:ir  own  adv^antage,  A  prudent  referve  is 
thei'-foie  as  nccefinrvj  as  a  ieeming  opennefs  is  prudent. 
>\?v3ys  look  people  in  the  face  when  you  fpeak  to  them  I 
♦•<j  not  doing  ic  is  thought  to  imply  confcious. guilt  ;  be-  ^ 
,..<ies  that,  you  lofc  the  a'ivantage  of  obfcrving  by  thqr 
COLT. ten ances  v.hat   iaipreflicn  ycur -difcoarfe    makes  upou 

theai. 
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them.  In  order  to  know  people's  red  fentiments,  I  truft 
much  more  to  my  eyes  than  to  my  ears  ;  for  they  can 
fay  whatever  they  have  a  mind  I  ihould  hear>  but  they 
feidom  help  looking  what  tiiey  have  no  intention  that  X 
ihould  know. 

Neither  retail  nor  receive  fcandal,  willingly  ;  for 
though  the  defamation  of  others  may,  for  the  prefent, 
gratify  the  malignity  of  the  pride  of  our  hearts,  coo!  re- 
flexion will  draw  very  difaivantageous  ccnclufions  from 
fuch  a  difporitio.n  ;  and  in  the  cafe  of  fcandal,  as  in  thai 
of  robbery,  the  receiver  is  always  thought  as  bad  as  ;he  thief. 

Mimickry,  which  is  the  common  and  favourite  am^ife* 
ment  of  little,  low  minds,  is  in  the  urmoft  contempt  with 
great  ones.  It  is  the  lowefl  and  moft  illiberal  of  all  buf- 
foonery. Pray,  neither  practice  it  yourfelf,  nor  applaud 
it  in  others.  Beiides  that,  the  perfon  mimicked  is  in* 
falted  ;  and,  as  I  have  often  obfervcd  to  you  before,  an 
infult  is  never  forgiven. 

I  need  not  (I  believe)  advife  yoiKto  adapt  your  convea'- 
fation  to  the  people  you  are  converfmg  with  :  for  I  ^fup- 
pofe  you  would  not,  without  this  caution,  have  talked 
upon  the  fame  fubjed,  and  in  the  fame  manner,  "to  a 
Mitiifter  of  Sjate,  a  Bifnop,  a  Philofopher,  a  Captain,  and  . 
a  Woman.  A  man  cf  ihe  world  nmfi^  like  the  Camelesn, 
be  able  to  take  every  different  hue  :  which  h  by  no  means 
a  criminal  or  abje<ft,  butaneceflaryj  Gomplaifance  j  for  it 
relates  only  to  manners,  and  not  to  mcrais. 

One  word  only,  as  to  fvvearing  ;  and  that,  I  hope  and 
believe,  is  more  than  is  neceiTary.  Yop  may  fomeumes 
hear  feme  people,  in  good  company,  interlard  their  dif-/ 
courfe  with  oaths,  by  way  of  embellifhment,  as  they  think  * 
but  yoa  "^muil:  obferve,  too,  that  thoie  who  do  Co,  are 
never  thofe  who  coniribute,  in  any  degree,  to  ^ive  that 
ctsmpany  the  denomination  of  good  company.  They- are 
always  fubalterns,  or  people  of  low  educarion  ;  fof  that 
practice,  be  fides  that  it  has  no  one  tempcatioa  to  plead  is 
fis  filly,  and    as  illiberalj  as  it  is  wicked. 

Loud  laughter  is  the  mirth  of  the  mob,  who  are  only 
pleafed  vvnh  niiy  things  ;  for  true  Wit  or  good  Senfe 
never  excited  a  laugh,' iincj  the  crea:ion  cf  the  wo;id. 
A  «ian  of  parts  and  ta(hion  is  therefur.e  on.'y'ieen  to  funk. 
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But,  to  conclude  t\h  long  letter  ;  all  the  abovememioned 
rules,  however  carefully  you  may  cbferve  them,  vill  lofe 
half  their  eiFe€l,  if  unaccompanied  by  the  Graces,  What- 
ever you  fay,  if  you  fay  it  wiih  a  fupercilious,  Cynical 
face,  or  an  embarrafled  countenance,  or  a  filly  difcon- 
certed  grin,  will  be  ill  received.  If,  into  the  bargain, 
jfcu  tnutter  it,  or  utter  it  indiJiittSily  and  ungracefully ^  it 
will  be  ftill  worfe  received.  If  your  air  and  addrefs'  arc 
vulgar,  awkward,  and  gauche^  you  may  be  efteemed  in- 
deed, if  you  have  great  intrinfic  merit  ;  but  you  will 
never  pleafe  ;  and,  without  pleafing,  you  will  rife  but 
heavily.  Venus,  among  the  ancients*  was  fynonimous 
with  the  Gracei,  who  were  always  fuppofe«^  to  accompany 
her  :  and  Horace  tells  us,  that  even  Youth,  and  Mercury 
the  God  of  Arts  and  Eloquence,  would  not  do  with(7uc 
her. 

'^?SiYum  comis  ^ne  ie  jwventas 
Mercuriu/que^ 

They  arc  not  inexorable  Ladies  ;  and  may  be  had,  if 
properly  and  diligently  purfued.     Adieu. 
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Bath,  Oaob*er  the  29th,  O.  S.  1748, 
©EAR  BOY, 

MY  anxiety  for  your  fucceYs  increafes,  in  proportion 
as  the  time  aproaches  of  your  taking  yeur  part 
upon  the  grear^age  of  the  world.  The  audience  will 
form  fheir  opinion  of  you  upon  your  firft.  appearance, 
(making  the  proper  allowance  for  your  inexperience)  ; 
and  fo  far  it  will  be  final,  that,  though  it  may  vary  as  to 
the  degrees,  it  will  never  totally  change.  This  conii- 
deraticn  excites  that  reftlefa  attention,  with  which  I  am 
conftantly  examining  how  I  can  beil  contribute  (o  ^he 
perfe<5^icn  of  that  charafter,  in  which  the  leaft  fpot  ot 
blemifti  would  give  me  more  real  concern  than  1  am  nc»¥ 
capable- of  feeling  upon    anv  oihcr  account  wharfoever. 

I  have  lor.g  fince  cone  mentioning  your  great  Religious 
ard  Moral  duties  ;  becaufe  f  couid  not  inake  your  ui.dcr- 
ilandi;)g  fo   bad   a   ccir,plin)2tu,  as   to   (cppofe  that  yoo 

waiueJ, 
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wanted,  or  could  receive,  any  new  iaftrudlions  upon  thofe 
two  important  points,  Mr.  Harte,  I  am  iure,^  has  not 
negle^ed  thtm  ;  btfides,  they  are  fo  obvious  to'coramoti 
fenfe  and  reafon,  thai  commentators  may  (as  they  often  do) 
perplex,  but  cannot  make  them  clearer.  My  province,  there- 
fore, is  to  fupply,  by  ray  experience,  your,  hitherto,  in- 
evitable inexperience,  in  '.he  ways  of  the  world.  People  at 
your  age  are  in  a  ftate  of  natural  ebriety  ;  and  wan.t  rails, 
and  gardefous,  wherever  they  go,  to  hjnder  them  from 
breaking  tbeir  necks.  This  drunken ncf:  of  youth  is  not 
only  tolerated,  but  even  pleafes,  if  kept  within  certain 
bounds  of  difcretion  and  decency.  Thof-  bounds  are  the 
point,  which  it  is  difHcult  for  the  drunken  man  himfelfto 
find  out ;  and  there  it  is  that  ihe  experience  of  a  friend 
may  not  only  ferve,  but  fave  him. 

Carry  with  you,  and  welcome,  into  company,  all  the 
gaiety  and  fpirits,  but  as  little  of  the  giddinefi,  of  youth 
as  you  can.  The  former  will  charm  ;  but  the  latter  wilf 
often,  though  innocently,  implacably  offend.  Inform 
yourfelf  of  the  charadlers  and  fituations  ofrhe  company,, 
before  you  give  way  to  what  your  imagination  may  prom|3i: 
you  to  fay.  There  are,  in  all  companies,  more  wrong 
heads  than  right  ones,  and  many  more  who  defsrve  than 
who  like  cenfure.  Should  you  therefore  expatiate  in  the 
praifeof  fome  virtue,  which  fome  in  company  notoriouflv 
want  ;  or  declaim  sgainfl  any  vice,  which  others  are  no- 
torioufly  infe£led  with  ;  your  reflellions,  however  general 
and  unapplied,  will,  by, being  applicable,  be  thought  per- 
fonal,  and  levelled  at  thofe people.  Thisconfideration  points 
oat  to  you,  fufficiently,  not  to  be  fufpicious  and  captious 
yourfelf  ;  nor  to  fuppofe  that  things,  becMufe  they  raav^ 
arc  therefore  meant  at  you.  The  manrj^rs  of  usn-brei 
people  fecure  one  from  thofe  indireft  and  mean  attack'  ; 
but  if,  by  chance,  a  flippant  woman,  or  a  prrt  coxronib, 
lets  ofFany  thing  of  that  kind.  It  is  much  be{::er  r.ct  10 
feem  to  underftand,   than  to  reply  to  it. 

Gautioufly  avoid  talking  of  ^iiher  vcjr  own  or 
other  people's  domeftic  affairs.  Voars  are  nothing  to 
them,  but  tedious  ;  theirs  are  nothing  to  yoi?.  'Ch\t  i^b- 
ject  is  a  tender  one  ;  and  it  is  odds  but  you  tench  foire- 
body  or  other's  fore  place  :  for,  in  thb  cafe,  there  is  no 
trafting  to  fjp^jciou^-  appearances  ;  vyhich  jnay  be,  aij;!  ofceii 
Q    q  '  ■       ar^^ 
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are,  fo  contrary  to  the  real  fituations  of  things,  betwee.. 
men  and  (heir  wives,  parents  and  their  children,  feeming 
friends,  l^c.  that,  with  the  beft  intentions  in  the  wcrld^, 
©ne  often  blunders  difagreeably. 

Remember,  that  the  wit,  humour,  and  jokes,  of  moi^ 
mixed  companies,  are  local.  They  thrive  in  that  par» 
ticular  foil,  but  will  rot  ohen  bear  tranfplanting.  Every 
company  is  differently  circumftanced,  has  its  particular 
cant  and  jargon  :  which  may  give  occafion  to  ivit  and 
mirih  within  that  circle,  but  would  feem  flat  and  infipid 
in  any  other,  and  therefore  will  not  bear  repeating.  No- 
thing makes  a  man  look  fillier,  than  a  plcafantry  not  rc- 
li(hed  or  not  underflood  ;  and  if  he  meets  with  a  profound 
filence,  when  he  expcded  a  general  applaufe,  or  what  is 
worfe,  if  he  is  defired  to  explain  the  bon  met,  his  awk- 
ward and  embarrafled  fituation  is  eafier  imagined,  than  de- 
fcribed.  A  prrpos  of  repeating  ;  take  great  care  never  to 
repeat  (I  do  no.  mean  here  the  pleafantries)  in  one  com- 
pany <vhat  you  hear  in  another.  Things,  feemingiy  in- 
different, may,  by  circulation,  have  much  graver  coa- 
fequences  than  you  would'  imagine.  Befides,  there  is  a 
general  tacit  traft  in  converfaiion,  by  which  a  man  ir 
ob  iged  net  to  report  any  thing  out  of  it,  though  he  ia 
not  immediately  enjoined  fecrecy.  A  retailer  of  this  kind 
is  fufe  to  draw  hirafelf  into  a  thoufand  fcrapes  and  dif- 
cu.Hions,  and  to  be  Ihiiy  and  uncomfortably  receivedp 
wherever  he  goe?» 

You  will  find,  in  raoil  good  company,  fome  people, 
who  only  keep  their  place  there  by  a  conremptible  title 
enough  ;  thefe  ^re  what  we  call  njery  good-natured fellonjoT^ 
and  the  French,  hom  d'uxbhs.  The  truth  is,  they  are 
people  without  any  paits  or  fancy,  and  who,  having  no 
will  of  their  own,  readily  afient  to,  concur  in,  and  ap- 
plaud, whatever  is  faid  or  done  in  the  company  5  and  a- 
dopt,  with  the  fame  alacrity,  the  moft  virtuous  or  the 
moft  criminal,  the  wifeil  or  the  filliefl  fcheme,  that  hap- 
pens to  be  entertained  by  tlie  majority  of  the  company. 
This  fooliOi,  and  often'  criminal  complsifance,  Eows  from 
a  foolifn  caufe  ;  the  want  of  any  other  merit.  I  hope  yon 
will  hold  your  place  in  company  by  a  nobler  tenure,  and 
that  you  will  hold  ic  (you. can  bear  a  quibble,  1  believ?, 
ye^)  in  capite.     Have  a  will  and  an  opinion  of  ycur  osvr.. 
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ii\d  adhere  to  them  fteadily  :  but  then  do  It  with  good- 
humour,  good -breeding,  and  (if  you  have  it)  with  urba- 
nity ;  for  you  have  not  yet  beard  enough  either  to  preach 
or  cenfure. 

Ail  other  kinds  of  coEnplasfance  are  not  only  blameiefs, 
but  necelTary,  in  good  company.  Not  to  feem  to  perceive 
the  little  vveakneffes,  and  the  idle  but  innocent  affectations  of 
the  company,  but  even  to  flatter  them  in  a  certain  manner, 
is  not  only  very  allowable,  but  in  truth  a  fort  of  polite  duty. 
They  will  be  pleafed  with  you,  if  you  do  ;  and  will  cer- 
tainly not  be  reformed  by  you,  if  you  do  not.  For  in- 
ilance  ;  you  will  find,  in  every  £roupe  of  company,  two 
principal  figures,  'viz.  the  fine  (  ady  and  the  fine  Gentle- 
man ;  who  abfoiately  give  the  law  of  Wit,  Language, 
Falhion,  and  Taile,  co  the  reft  of  that  fociety.  There  is 
always  a  (Iridl,  and  often,  for  the  time  being,  a  tender  al- 
liance between  thefe  two  figures.  The  lady  looks  upon 
her  empire  as  founded  upon  the  divine  right  of  Beauy, 
(and  full  as  good  a  divine  right  it  is,  as  any  K'.ng,  Em- 
peror, or  Pope,  can  pretend  to  ;  )  Ihe  requires,  and  com- 
jiionly  meets  with,  unlimited  paffive  obedience.  And  why 
iliould  'he  not  meet  with  ir?  Her  den\ands  go  no  higher, 
tVian  10  have  |ier  unqueil toned  pre-eminence  in-'Seauty, 
Wit,  and  Fafhion,  firmly  ellabilhed.  Fe^^  Sovereigns 
(by  the  way)  arc  fo  reafonable.  The  fine  Gf.ntleman's 
claims  -of  right  are,  mutatis  mutandis^  the  fame  :  and  ;  ho' 
indeed,  he  is  not  always  a  Wic  dejure,  yet,  as  he  is  the 
Wit  de  /<?^5  of  that  company,  he  is  entitled  to  a  fha'C  of 
your  allegiance  ;  and  every  body  expefts,  at  leaft,  as  much 
as  they  are  entitled  to,  if  not  fomethiog  more.  Prudence 
bids  you  make  vour  court  to  ihefe  joint  Sovereigns  ;  and 
no  duty,  that  I  know  of,<  forbids  it.  Rebellion,  here,  i% 
exceedingly  d'^ngerous,  and  inevitably  punifhed  by  baniih- 
ment,  and  immediate  forfeiture  of  all  your  wit,  maimers, 
tafte;  and  fafhion  :  as,  on  the  other  hand,  a  che-erfj^  fub- 
jnifiion,  not  without  fome  flattery,  is  fure  to  procure  yoa  a 
lirong  recommendation,  and  moft  effedual  pafb,  ih^ough,- 
oat  ail  their,  and  prufeablv  rne  neighbouring  'lonvn*  .t)?. 
With  a  moderate  Ihare  of  fagacity,  you  wiM.  bcf;^  oa 
have  been  half  an  hour  in  their  coir^pany,  ^  vii!  uikovtr 
Shefc  two  piincipal  figures  ^  both   by  the  deference   w>ich 

'you 
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you  will  obferve  the  whole  company  pay  them,  and  by 
that  cafy,  carelefs,  and  ferene  air,  which  their  conlciouf- 
nefs  of  power  giv^s  them.  As  ia  this  cafe,  fo  in  all  o- 
thers,  aim  always  at  the  higheil  ;  get  always  into  the 
highelt  company,  and  addrefs  yourfelf  particularly  to  the 
hig:heft  ia  it.  The  fearch  after  the  unaitainiible  philofo- 
phef*s  (lone  has  occafioned  a  thoufand  ufeful  difcoveries, 
which  otherwife  would  never  have  been  made. 

Wh  It  the  French  julUy  call  ks  manisres  nsbles^  are  only 
to  be  acquired  in  the  very  beft  companies.  Ihey  are  the 
diftinguiihing  charafteriflics  of  men  of  fafhion  :  people  of 
low  education  never  wear  tbtm  fo  clofe,  but  that  fome 
part  or  other  of  *he  original  vutgarifm  appears.  Let  ma^ 
Tiieres  «ff^/w  equally  farbid  infolen'  con  empt,  or  low  envy 
and  jealoufy.  Low  people,  in  good  circomftances,  fine 
cloihes,  and  equipages,  will  infolently  (he^  contempt  for 
al!  thofe  who  cannot  afford  as  fine  clothes,  as  good  an  e- 
quipage,  and  who  have  not  (as  their  term  h)  as  much  mo- 
ney in  their  pockets  :  on  the  other  hand,  they  are  gnaw- 
ed with  envy,  and  cannot  help  difcovering  it,  cf  thofe 
rvho  furpafs  ihem  in  any  of  thefe  articles  ;  which  are  far 
from  being  fare  criterions  of  merit.  They  are,  likewife, 
jealous  of  being  flighted  ;  and,  confequently,  fufpicious 
and  captious  :  they  are  eager  and  hot  about  ttifies  ;  be- 
caufe  triiles  were,  at  firO,  iheir  aff.urs  of  confequence. 
Les  manieres  mhJes  imply  exadly  the  reverfe  of  all  this. 
Study  them  early  ;  you  cannot  make  them  too  habitual 
and  faroiiiaT  to  ycii. 

\\\^  as  1  had  written  what  gees  before,  I  received  your 
lercer  of  [he  ZA'h,  N  S  but  1  have  not  received  that 
which  you  meaiion  from  Mr.  Harce.  Yours  is  of  the 
kind  that  *  d^'t^ui'.  ;  ^or  \  want- to  fee  your  private  pi£\ure, 
cira.vp  by  yourfelf,  at  di^ercnt  filings  :  for  though,  as  it 
is  drawn  by  yoiidelf,  1  prefume  you  will  take -the  moil 
?-:^v?jntagr:0U5  likenefs  ;  yet,  1  think,  I  have  {kill  enough 
in  that  kind  of  painting,  to  difcovcr  the  true  features, 
though  ever  fo  artfully  ecloured,  or  thrown  into  fii.iUui 
liv-his  and  Ihades. 

ily  yc'ur  account  of  the    German  Play,    which  I  do  not- 
l?nf)w  whe  her  I  fhould  caU  Tragedy  or  Comedy,  the  only 
£hioing  part    of  it    (fince  I  aitv  in  a  way    cf   quibbling) 


LB.TTERS  "    ^  "   ''■■^^  -n 

fr-eras  to  !iavf>  b^e.?!  the  Fj>;'s  Tai).  i  puT^Tij  '  '.j* 
the  PI  ly-his  hau  the  {afne  h^  ^'\'h  ihc  Squib,  ^au  ...is 
gone  :^?t  .';o  more.  I  eiiif-.  r  a  'quib  much  bciier  ap- 
p-iid,   ;vnen  i     was  r  4d*  device   cf   th«  colours  i  fa 

Frenc.i  regimerit  of  gn  n  i  s  :  it  was  reprefented  burn- 
ing, ^  ch  this  motto  und  -  ic  ;  P-erfam  dum  luceam. 

1  Ittce  the  defcnption  f  i  yon'  Ptc-nk  5  where,  I  take  it 
fci  granted,  that  your  ca  ui  ar  only  to  break  the  forma- 
lity o'  a  circ'e,  and  your  5^  ■  /hn  intended  XKOre  to  pro- 
mote converfation  than  di  g.  Such  an  amicable  colli' 
Jiout  as  Lor:-  S  aftefbury  vt;>  prettily  calls  it,  rubs  offend 
fmoothe  v  ic  rotigh  corners  which  mere  nature  has  gi* 
ven  '  {..  imoo  hell  of  us.  I  hope  fome  part,  at  lealt,  of 
the  CT  erfaiion  is  in  German.  A  propoi  y  ttW  me,  do 
you  ipeak  that  language  corre£lly  ?  and  do  yoc  write  it 
W'ith  e^le  ?  I  have  no  doubt  of  your  inaftering  the  other 
modern  languages,  which  are  much  eafier,  and  occur  much 
ofcerer  ;  for  wriich  reafon,  t  deiire  you  will  apply  moil 
diligently  ro  German,  while  you  are  in  Germany,  that 
you  may  fpeak  and  write  that  language  moll  corre£lly, 

I  exped  to  meet  Mr.  Elliot  in  London,  in  about  three 
weeks,  after  which  you  will  foon  fee  him  at  Ltjipfig. 

Adieu. 
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London,  November  the  i8ch,  0.  S.  174.^, 
DEAR  BOY, 

WHATEVER.  I  fee,  or  wherever  I  hear,  my  firft  co!i- 
iideraiion  is,  whether  it  can,  in  any  way  be  ufeful 
to  you.  As  a  proof  of  this,  I  went  accidentally  the  other 
day  into  a  print-fhop  ;  where,  among  many  others,  I 
found  one  print  from  a  famous  defign  of  Carlo  Marattj, 
who  died  about  thirty  years  ago,  and  was  the  laft  eminent 
painter  in  Europe  :  the  fubje^  is,  il  Ztudio  del dife'gno  ;  or. 
The  School  of  drawing.  An  old  man,  fuppofed  to  be  the 
l\^after,  points  to  his  Scholars,  who  are  varioufly  employ- 
eel,  in  Perfpeftive,  Geometry,  and  the  obfervation  of  the 
ilatutes  of  antiquity.  With  regard  to  Peifpc^livf,  of 
which  there  are  fome  little  fpecimens  ;  he  has  wrote.  Tan-- 
tn  che  bajli,    that  h,  4i  much  ai  is/u£icimt  \  with  regard 

to 
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to  Geometry,  Tunto  cbe  bafti  sgala  ;  with  regard  to  tha 
contemplation  of  the  ancient  ftatass,  there  is  written,  Not* 
mat  a  hajianza,  There  ne'ver  can  be  enough*  But,  in  the 
clouds,  at  top  of  the  piece,  are  reprefeated  the  three  Gra- 
<:es  ;  with  this  juft  fentence  written  over  them,  ^er,%a  di 
not  ogni  fatua  e  'vena  ;  that  is.  Without  usy  all  labour  it 
'vain.  This,  tvcfy  body  allows  to  be  true,  in  painting  ; 
but  all  people  do  not  leem  to  conilder,  as  1  hope  you  will, 
that  this  truth  is  full  as  applicable  to  every  other  art  or 
fcience  ;  indeed  to  every  thing  that  is  to  be  faid  or  done. 
I  will  fend  you  the  print  itfelf,  by  Mr.  Elliot,  when  he 
yeturns  ;  and  I  will  advife  you  to  make  the  fame  ufe  of 
it  that  the  Roman  Cathol'-cs  fay  they  do  of  the  pictures 
and  iaiages  of  their  faints  ;  which  ii,  only  to  remind  them 
of  thofe  ;  for  the  adoration  they  difclaim.  Nay,  I  will 
go  fartlier,  and,  as  the  iranfition  from  Popery  to  Paga» 
nifm  is  fhort  and  eafy,  I  will  claffically  and  poetically  ad- 
vife you  to  invoke  and  facrifice  to  them  tytry  day,  and  al! 
the  day.  It  mufl  be  owned,  that  the  Graces  do  not  feera 
to  be  natives  of  Grv-at  Britain  ;  and,  I  doubt,  the  bed  of 
us,  here,  have  more  of  the  rough  than  the  poliibcd  dia- 
mond. Since  barbarifm  drove  them  oui  of  Greece  and 
Rome,  they  feem  to  have  taken  refuge  in  France,  where 
their  temples  are  numerous,  and  their  worfliip-  ,  the  e/la- 
bliOied  one.  Examine  youifelf  ferioufly,  why  fuch  and 
fuch  people  pleafe  and  engage  you,-  more  than  fuch  and 
fuch  others,  of  equal  merit  ;  and  you  will  always  find, 
that  it  is  becaufe  the  former  have  the  Grace.*,  and  the  lat- 
ter not.  I  have  known  many  a  woman,  with  an  exg(5t 
fnape,  and-a  fymoieirical  aff;mblage'of  beautiful  features, 
pleafe  nobody  ;  while  others, Vviih  very  moderate  fhapes 
and  features,  have  charmed  every  body.  Why  ?  becaufe 
Vtnus  will  not  charm  fj  much  without  her  attendant  Gra- 
ces, as  they  will  without  her.  Among  men,  how  often 
have  I  feen  the  rrsoft  folid  merit  and  knowledge  negkded, 
unwelcome,  or  even  rejcdled,  for  want  of  them  ?  While 
flimfy  parrs,  little  kf^oAledge,  and  lefs  merit,  introVuced 
by  the  Graces,  have  befen  recdved,  cherlfhed,  and  admir- 
ed. Even  virtue  which  is  moral  beauty,  wants  fome  of 
jts  charms,  if  unaccompanied  by  them. 

If  you  afli  mc  how  you  (hall  acquire    what    neither  you 
^ior  i  can  define  or  afcertain  ;  I  can  only,  anfwer,  By  ohfer- 
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mathn.  Form  yeurfelf,  with  regard  to  others,  upon  what 
you  feel  pleafes  you  in  them*  I  can  tell  you  the  impor- 
tance., the  advantage,  of  having  the  Graces  ;  btt  I  cannot 
give  them  you  :  I  heartily  wiih  1  could,  and  I  certainly 
would  ;  for  I  do  not  know  a'  better  prefent  that  I  could 
make  you.  To  fliow  you  that  a  very  wife.^philofophicalp 
and  retired  man,  thinks  upon  that  fubjed  as  I  do,  who 
have  always  lived  in  the  world,  I  fend  you,  by  Mr.  Eliot, 
the  famous  Mr.  Locke's  biok  upon  Education  ;  in  which 
you  will  find  the  flrefs  chat  he  lays  upon  tbeGraces,  which 
he  calls  (and  very  truly)  Good -breeding.  I  have  marked. 
all  the  parts  of  that  book  v^hich  are  worth  your  attention  ; 
for  as  he  begins  with  the  child,  almoft  tcm  its  birth,  the 
parts  relative  to  its  infancy  would  be  ufelefs  to  you.  Ger- 
many is,  ftiil  lefs  than  Ei. gland,  the  feat  of  the  Grace?  ; 
however,  you  had  as  good  not  fay  fo  while  you  are  therco 
But  the  place  which  you  a^e  going  to,  in  a  great  degree, 
is  ;  for  I  have  known  as  many  well  bred,  pretty  men  come 
from^Turin,  as  from  any  part  of  Europe.  The  lafe  King 
Victor  AmC'iee  took  great  pains  to  form  fuch  of  his  fob- 
jeAs  as  were  of  any  conii deration,  both  to  bufinefs  and 
manners  ;  the  prefent  King,  J  am  tcid,  follows  his  exam- 
ple :  this  however,  is  certain,  that  in  all  Courts  and  Con« 
grefies,  where  there  are  various  foreign  JVIiniPiers.  thofe  of 
the  King  of  Sardinia  are  generally  the  abkft,  the  pcliteft, 
-  and /^j //«/ <?'/////.  You  will  therefore,  at  Turin,  have  very 
good  models  to  form  yourlelf  upon  ;  and  remember,  that 
with  regard  to  the  beil  models,  as  well  as  to  the  antique 
Greek  flatues  in  the  print,  non  mat  a  bafian'za.  Obferve 
every  word,  look,  ajid  motion,  of  thofe  who  are  allowed 
to  be  the  moil  accomplifhed  perfons  there.  Obferve  their 
natural  and  carelefs,  but  genteel  air  ;  their  unembafrafTed 
good-breeding  ;  their  unafTuraing,  but  yet  unproftituted 
dignity.  Mind  their  decent  mirth,  their  difcreet  frank= 
nefs,  and  that  enireg/nt^  which,  as  much  above  the  frivo- 
lous as  below  the  important  and  the  feeret,  is  the  proper 
medium  for  converfadon  in  mixed  companies.  I  will  ob- 
ferve, by  the  bye,  that  the  talent  of  that  light  entregent  \%. 
often  of  great  ufe  to  a  foi^eign  Minifter  ;  not  only  as  it 
helps  him  ro  domefticate  himfelf  in  many  families,  but  al- 
fo  as  it  enables  him  to  put  by  and  parry^  fome  fubjed'->  of 
converfacion,  which  might  poilibly  Uy  him, under  diScul- 
ties,  both  what  to  fay,  and  how  to  Jock,  #0f 
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Of  all  men  that  ever  I  knew  in  my  life,  (and  T  knevy 
him  extrfmely  wall)  the  late  Duke  of  Marlborough  pof- 
{eff^d  the  Giaces  in  the  higheft  degree,  not  to  fay  engrof- 
{ed  ihcm  :  and  indeed  he  got  the  mod  by  them  ;  for  1  will 
venture  (contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  profound  hittorians, 
who  always  afiign  deep  caufes  for  great  events)  to  afcribe 
the  beuer  hali  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough's  grea  nefs 
and  rij:hners  to  thofe  Graces.  He  was  eminently  illite- 
rat*?  ;  wrote  bad  Englifh,  and  fpelled  it  ftill  Worie.  He 
had  no  (hare  of  what  Js  commonly  called  Parts  ;  that  is, 
he  had  no  brightnefs,  nothing  (hining  in  his  genius.  He 
bad,  moft  undoubtedly,  an  excellent  good  plain  under- 
Handing,  with  found  judgment.  But  thefe,  alone,  would 
probably  have  raifed  him  bat  fomething  higher  than  they 
found  hrim  ;  which  was  Page  to  King  James  the  Second's 
Queen.  There  the  Graces  protefted  and  prcmoted  him  ; 
for,  while  he  was  an  Enfign  of  the  Guards,  the  Dutchefs 
of  Cleveland,  then  favourite  roiftrefs  to  King  Charles  the 
lid,  ftruck  by  ihofe  very  Graces,  gave  him  five  thoofand 
pounds  ;  with  which  he  immediately  bought  an  annuity 
for  his  life,  of  five  hundred  pounds  a-year,  of  my  grand* 
father,  Halifax  ;  which  was  the  foundation  of  his  fubfe- 
quent  fortune.  H's  figare  was  be..utiful  ;  but  his  manner 
was  irrefiftible,  bv  either  man  or  woman.  It  was  by  this 
engaging,  graceful  manner,  that  he  was  enabled^  during 
all  his  war,  tocqnned  the  various  and  jarring  Powers  of 
the  Grand  Alliance,  and  to  carry  them  on  to  the  main 
objeft  of  the  war,  notwithftuRding  their  private  and  I'epa- 
late  views,  jeaiouiies,  and  wrong-hcadednefies,  What- 
ever court  he  went  to,  (and  he  was  often  obliged  to  go 
hirafelf  to  fome  refty  and  icfradory  ones.)  he  as  conftant- 
ly  prevailed,  and  brought  them  into  his  meafures  The 
peniionary  Hienfius,  a  venerable  old  Miniiler,  grown  grey 
3n  bufinefs,  and  who  had  governed  the  Republic  of  the 
United  Provinces  for  more  than  forty  years.,  was  abfolute- 
ly  governed  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  as  that  Repub- 
lic feels  to  this  day.  He  was  always  cool  ;  and  nobody 
ever  obfervcd  the  Jeall  variation  --h  his  countenance  :  he 
could  refufe  more  graccfuliy  than  other  people  could  grant  ; 
and  thofe  who  went  away  from  him  the  moft  di/lAtisfied 
as  to  the  fubllance  of  their  bufinefs,  were  yet  pericnaliy 
charmed  with  him:  a  K 'J,  i  a    lime    degree,    com  for  led    by 

his 
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hi*  manner.  With  all  his  gentlenefs  and  grscefulnefs,  no 
man  living  was  more  cunfdous  of  his  lituation,  nor  main- 
tained his  dignity  better.  - 

With  the  Ihare  of  knowledge  which  you  have  alrcat^y 
gotten,  and  with  the  much  greater  which  I  hope  you  wii! 
ioon  acquire,  what  may  you  not  expe^  to  arrive  at,  if 
you  join  all  thefe  graces  to  ix  ?  In  ycur  deftinanon  parti- 
cularly, they  are,  in  truth,  half  your  bvfinefs  ;  for,  if  you 
can  once  gain  the  affe^ions,  as  well  as  :he  efteem,  of  ifee 
Prince  or  Minifter  of  the  Court  to  which  vou  are  fent,  I 
will  anfwer  for  it,  that  wili  effe^laaliy  do  the  bufinefs  of 
thff  Court  that  fent  you  ;  otherwife,  it  is  up- hill  worlcc 
Do  not  TDiftake,  and  think  that  thefe  graces,  \vhich  I  fo 
often  and  fo  earneft  «  recommend  to  you,  fhould  only  ac- 
company important  iranfaftions,  and  be  worn  only  lef 
jvurs  de  gala  *  no  ;  they  fhould,  if  poffible,  accompany 
every  the  lead  thing  that  you  do  or  lay  ;  for,  if  you  r^e- 
gledl  them  in  little  things,  they  will  leave  you  in  preat 
ones.  I  Ihould,  for  inftance,  be  extremely  concerned  to 
fee  you  even  diink  a  cup  of  coiFee  ungracefuHy,  and  flop 
yourfelf  wiih  it  by  your  awkward  manner  of  holding  it  ; 
nor  (hould  I  like  to  fee  your  coat  buitoned,  or  your  fhoes 
buckled  awry.  But  I  fhould  be  outrageous,  if  I  heard  you 
mutter  your  words  unintelligib'y,  ftainmer  in  your  fpeech, 
or  hefitate,  mifplace, -and  iniltake  in  your  narrations  :  and 
I  (hould  run  away  from  you,  wiih  greater  rapidity,  if  pot- 
fible,  than  I  ftiould  now  run  to  embrace  you,  if  I  found 
you  deftitute  of  all  thofe  graces,  which  \  have  fet  my  hesrt 
upon  their  making  you  one  day  cmmhus  ornatttrn  excelUre 
rebus. 

This  fubjeft  is  Li exh audible,  as  it  extends  to  every  thing 
that  is  to  be  faid  or  done  ;  but  I  will  leave  it  for  m^  vre.- 
ient,  as  this  letter  is  already  pretty  long.  Such  is  my  cle- 
fire,  my  anxiety  for  your  perfediiori,  that  I  siev^r  r'l  nk  [ 
have  faid  enough,  though  you  may  pQjTib.jy  th^r.'.  T  ... 
iaid  too- much  ;  and  though  in  truths  if  your  0^';:  ^ :  ;d 
fenfe  is  not  fufficient  to  dirc£t  you  in  many  oF  rhcfe  .iiairi 
points,  all  that  [  or  any  body  el fe  can  fay  'will  be  iwfufH- 
cient.  But,  where  you  are  concerned,  I  am  the  infa  iib??^ 
man  in  Horace,  who  covets  flili  a  little  corner  rMm  ta 
complete  the  figure  of  his  field.  I  dread  everv  '''■■u^-  m^.. 
.     R  r  ■       " 
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ner  that  may  deform  mine,  in  which  I  would  have  (if 
Ijofllb'e)  no  one  defeat. 

I  this  moment  receive  yours  of  the  17th,  N  S  and 
cannot  condole  with  you^  upon  the  feceffion  of  your.  Ger- 
man Commenfaux  ;  who,  both  by  your  and  Mr.  Harte's 
defcripdon,  feem  to  be  des  gmt  d''une  aimabU  ahfenct  % 
and,  ii  you  ean  replace  them  by  any  other  German  con- 
verfation,  you  will  be  a  gainer  by  the  bargain.  I  cannot 
corxeive,  if  you  underftand  German  well  enough  to  read 
any  German  book,  how  the  writing  of  the  German  cha« 
racier  can  be  To  difficult  and  tedious  to  you,  the  twenty- 
four  letters  being  very  foon  learned  ;  and  1  do  not  expefi 
that  you  ihould  write  yet  with  the  utm  Jil  purity  and  correct- 
ritUt  as  to  the  language  :  what  I  meant  by  your  writing 
once  a- fortnight  to  Grevenkop,  was  only  to  make  the 
written  charafter  familiar  to  you.  However,  I  will  be 
content  with  one  in  three  weeks,  or  io. 

I  believe  you  are  not  likely  to  fee  Mr,  Eliot  again  fooK, 
bebeing  ftillin  Cornwall  with  hi^  lather  j  who,  i  hear,  is 
Kot  likely  to  recover.     Adieu* 


1.    E    T    T    E    R      CXXXVir. 

London,  November  the  29th,  O.  S.  174^, 
BEAR  B©Y, 

I  Delayed  writing  to  yea.,  till  I  could  give  you  (bme 
account  of  the  motions  of  your  friend  Mr.  Eiiot  ;  for 
whom  1  know  you  have,  and  very  juilly,  the  moft  friendly 
concern.  His  father  and  he  came  to  town  together  in  3 
poft-chalie,  a  fortnight  ago,  the  reft  of  the  family  remain- 
ing in  Gornwali.  His  father,  with  difficulty,  furvived  the 
jwurney,  and  died  laft  Saturday  was  fevennight.  Both 
corxern  and  decency  conSned  your  friend,  till  two  days 
ago,  when  1  faw  him  :  he  has  determined,  and,  I  think, 
^cry  prudently,  to  go  abroad  again  ;  but  how  foon,  it  is 
yet  impolSble  for  hjm  to  know,  as  he  murt  neceiTarily  pi^ 
his  own  private  ai'airs  in  fom€  order  iiril  :  but  1  conjee* 
8are  he  may  poflibly  join  you  at  Turin  ;  fooner^  to  be 
fure,  nou  I  am  very  {qxx-^  that  you  are  likely  to  be  1 
Song  without  the  corrpany  and  the  example  of  fo  valuab*  - 
a^fuend';  and  therefors  I  hope  that   you  vviil  make  it  u; 
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eo  yourfelf,  as  well  as  you  can  at  this  dillance,  by  remera- 
berin^and  following  his  example.  Imitate  that  applica- 
tion of  his,  which  has  made  him  know  allthoroughly  and 
to  t\\e  bottom.  He  does  not  content  himfelf  with  the  fur- 
face  of  knowledge  ;  but  works  in  the  mine  foi^  it,  know- 
sng  that  it  lies  dtep.  Pope  fays,  very  truly^  in  his  EfTay 
wpon  Criticifm, 

A  little  Learning  is  a  dangerous  thing  ;   - 
Drink  deep,  or  tafte  not  the  Pierian  fpring. 

I  {Iiall  fend  you  by  a  fliip  that  goes  to  Hamburgh  next 
week  (and  by  which  Hawkins  fends  Mr.  Harte  fome 
things  that  "he  wrote  fc)  all  thofe  which  I  propofed  fend- 
ing you  by  Mr.  Eliot  ;.  together  with  a  very  little  box, 
that  I  am  defired  to  forward  to  Mr.  Harte.  There  Wili 
be,  likc^ife,  two  leiters  of  recommendation  for  you  to 
Monfieur  Andrie,  and  Comte  Algarotti,  at  Berlin,  which 
you  will  take  care  to  deliver  to  them  as  foon  as  you  (hall 
be  rigged  and  fitted  onx  to  appear  there.  They  will  in- 
troduce ycu  into  the  bell  company  ;  and  I  depend  upon 
your  own  good  fenfs  for  your  avoiding  ©f  bad."  If  you 
fall  into  bad  and  low  comg^ny  there,  or  any  where  e!fe, 
you  will  be  irrecoverably  loft  ;  whereas,  if  you  keep  good 
company,  and  company  above  yourfelf,  your  charader  and 
your  fortune  will  be  immovably  fixed. 

I  have  not  time,  to-day,  upon  account  of  the  meeting 
of  the  Parliament,  to  nsake  this  letter  of  the  ufual  length  ; 
and  indeed,  after  the  volumes  that  I  have  written  yto  you, 
all  I  can  add  mud  be  unnecefTary,  However,  I  fnall  pro- 
bably, ex  abundanti,  return  foon  to  my  former*  prolixity  ; 
and  you  will  receive  more  and  mare  lail  words  from 

.  Yours, 
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London,  December  the  6th,  O.S.  174S. 
DEAR  BOY, 

I   AM  at  prefent  under  very  great   concern    for  the  lofs 
of  a  molt  afFedtion are  brother,    wiih    whom    i  hid  al- 
ways  lived  in  the  clofeft   frieodfbip.     My    brother    John 

died 
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died  lad  Friday  night  of  a  fit  of  the  gout,  which  he  had 
had  for  about  a  month  in  his  hands  and  feet,  and  which 
fell  at  hH  upon  his  fiomach  and  head.  As  he  grew,  .  - 
wards  thelaft,  lethargic;  his  end  was  not  painful  to  Kin. 
felf  At  the  diftance  which  you  are  from  hence,  you  nee:i 
not  go  into  mourning  upon  this  cccaficn,  as  the  time  of 
vour  mourning  would  be  near  over  before  you  could  put 
it  on. 

By  a  fhip  which  fails  this  week  for  Hamburgh,  I  fhali 
(end  you  thofe  things  which  I  p^opofed  to  have  fent  you  by 
Mr.  Eliot,  O'/js  a  'ittle  box  from  you?  Man-ma  ;  a  lefs  box 
for  Mr/  Harte  ;  Mr-  Locke's  book  upon  Education  ;  th^ 
print  of  Carlo  Maratti,  which  1  tr^en  iofied  to  you  hme 
time  ago  ;  and  two  letters  of  reconrimendation,  one  to 
Monfieur  Andrie,  and  the  other  to  Comte  Algarotti,  at 
Berlin.  Both  thofe  gentlemen  will,  I  am  fure,  be  as  wil« 
Jing  as  they  are  able,  to  introduce  ycu  into  the  bell  com- 
pany ;  and  I  hope  you  will  not  (as  many  of  your  country- 
men aj-e  apt  to  do)  decline  ir.  Jt  is  in  the  beil  compa- 
nies only  that  you  can  learn  the  bell  manners,  and  ihat 
tournure,  and  thofe  graces,  which  I  have  fo  often  tecum- 
jmended  to  you  as  the  neceiT^ry  means  oi  making  a  figure 
in  the  world. 

I  am  moft  extremely  pleafed  with  the  account  which  Mr. 
Harte  gives  me  of  your  progrefs  in  Greek,  and  of  your 
having  read  Hefiod  almoU  critically.  Upon  this  fui je6l  1 
figgeil  but  one.  thing  to  you,  of  many  that  I  might  fug- 
geit  i  which  is,  that  you  have  now  got  over  the  difficul- 
ties of  that^langoage,  and  therefore  it  would  be  unpardo- 
nable not  to  perfevere  to  your  journey's  end,  now  that  all 
the  reit  of  your  way  i*  down-hill. 

I  am  alio  very  well  pleafed  to  hear,  that  you  have  ftich 
a  knowledge  of,  and  talle  for,  curious  bocks,  and  fCarce 
ana  valuable  tracts.  This  is  a  kind  of  knowledge  w'hich 
iviy  vveU  btcomes'a  man  of  found  and  folid  learnirg,  bat 
vnic'i  only  expofes  a  man  of  O'ghtand  fuperficial  r&ading; 
the  ef  ;  .  ,  j.;ray  rfiske  the  fubuance  and  matter  of  fuch  books. 
vtu-  hfit  jbjeft  ;  iind  their  litle-pages,  mdixes,  letter  and 
b:i:'.;ir.i:,  but  your  fecond  h  is  the  charadeiifiic  oi  a  mar* 
of  fc><iiis  and  good  judgment,  to  know  and  give  that  de- 
gree of  aaention' that  each  ohJeiS  cjf.feTves  :  whereas  little 
':e  little  objeds  for  great  ones  ;  and  lavifh  a-. 
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way  upon  the;  former,  that  time  and  attention  which  only 
the  latier  dv.L-r^e^  Co  fuch  miilakes  we  owe  the  nume- 
rous and  f  ivolous  tribe  of  infett  mongers,  Ihell-mongerSs 
and  purf!.•?^  and  diets  of  but'«:'rflie5,  iufc.  The  ilrcng 
mind  diiiingaiihes,  not  or.ly  between  the  ufeful  and  the 
w(elefs,  bu:  likewife  between  the  ufeful  and  the  curious. 
He  applies  himfelf  intenfely  to  the  former  ;  he  only  ztxiU" 
fes  hinrfef  vith  the  latter.  Of  this  little  fort  of  know- 
ledge, which  I  have  juft  hinted  at,  you  will  find,  at  lesfl-, 
as  much  as  >.oii  nned  w^fh  to  know,,  in  a  fuperficial  but 
preity  French  book,  inihhd tSJ^£clacU  ele  la  nature  ;  which 
will  amufe  yea  while  you  read  it,  and  give  you  a  fufficient 
notion  of  the  various  parts  of  nature  :  I  would  advife  yo\i 
to  read  ir  at  le'.luro- hours.  But  that  part  of  nature,  which 
Mr.  Harte  te  Is  me,  you  have  begun  to  ftudy,  with  'ths 
R  dor  magn'ficus  i3  of  much  g,reater  importance,  and  de^ 
fc.ves  much  m  re  attenti'>n  ;  1  mean,  alhonotny.  Thia 
vaft^and  immenfe  planetary  fyflem,  the  aftonilhing  order 
and  regularity  t*f  'hofe  innumerable  worlds,  v. ill  open  a 
fcene  to  you,  which  not  only  deferves  your  attention  as  a 
niatter  or  curi..{i>y,  or  rather  artoniihment  ;  but  ftill  more 
as  it  vvili  give  you  greater,  and  confequently  juder,  ideas 
of  that  eternal  and  omnipotent  Bfing,  who  contrived, 
made,  and  liill  preferves,  that  univerfe,  than  all  the  con- 
templation of  this  comparatively  very  little  orb,  which  we 
at  prefent  inhabit,  could  poffibly  give  you.  Upon  this 
fubjeft,  Monfiear  Fontenelle's  Phi^alite  dss  mendesy  which 
you  may  read  in  two  hours  time,  will  both  inform  aad 
pleaiTe  you.     God  blefs  you  !  yours, 


X.    E     T     T    E    R      CXXXIX. 

Lcndcsa,  Pecember  the    13th,  O.  S.  1748. 

DEAR  BOY,    - 
^"|~^HE  laft  four  poRs  have  brought  me  no  lettes-s,  either 

X  fi*om  you,  or  from  Mr.  Haae  ;  £t  which  I  ami  un- 
eafy  ;  not  as  a  Mamma  would  be,  but  as  a  Father  'fhould 
be  :  for  I  do  not  wi  nt  your  letters  ai  bills  of  health  ;  you  are 
young,  ilrong,  and  healthy  :  and  I  am  confequently,  in 
no  pain  about  that :  moreover,  were  either  you  or  Mr.'Ha-'te 
iU,  the  other  would  doubtlefs  write  me  word  of  it.  My 
'       ■  im-? 
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impatience  for  yours  or  Mr  Harte*s  letters  arifes  from  3 
very  different  caufe,  which  is,  my  defire  to  hear  frequently 
of  the  ftate  and  progrefs  of  your  mind.  You  are  now  at 
that  critical  period  of  life,  when  every  week  ought  to  pro- 
duce fruit  or  flowers  anlwerable  to  your  culture,  which  I 
am  fure  has  POt  been  negle6icd  ;  and  it  is  by  your  letters, 
and  Mr.  Harie's  accounts  of  you,  that  at  this  diftance  I 
ca«  only  judge  of  your  gradations  to  inaturity  :  I  deiirej 
therefore,  that  one  of  you  two  will  not  fail  lo  write  to  me 
once  a  week,  7"he  famenefs  of  your  prefent  way  of  life, 
I  cafily  conceive,  would  not  make  out  a  very  inierelling. 
letter  ro  an  indifferent  by-ftsnder  ;  but,  fo  deeply  conr 
cerned  as  I  am  in  the  game  you  are  playing,  every  the 
ieail  move  is  to  me  at  importance,  and  helps  me  to  judge 
of  the  final  event. 

As  you  will  be  leaving  Leiplliy  pretty  foon  after  you  fliall 
have  received  this  letter,  I  here  fend  you^ne  inclofcd  to 
deliver  to  Mr.  Mafcow.  h  is  to  thank  him  for  his  atten- 
tion and  civility  to  you,  during  your  ftay  with  him  :  and  I 
take  it  for  granted,  that  you  will  not  fail  making  him  the 
proper  compliments  at  parting  ;  for  the  good  name  that 
we  'eave  behind  at  one  place,  often  gets  before  us  to  a- 
nother,  and  is  of  great  ufe.  As  Mr.  Mafcow  is  much 
known  and  efteemed  in  the  Republic  of  letters,  I  think  it 
would  be  of  advantage  to  you,  if  you  got  letters  of  recom- 
mendation from  him  to  fome  of  the  learne<^  rt?en  at  Berlinc 
Thofe  teiliirionials  give  a  luilrc,  which  is  not  to  be  defpi- 
fad  ;  for  the  Ricfl  ignorsnt  are  forced  to  feem,  at  leaft,  ta 
pay  a  regard  to  learning,  as  the  moil  wicked  are  to  vir- 
tue.    Such  is  their  inirinfic  worth  ! 

Your  friend  Duval  dined  Tvith  me  the  other  ^ay,  and 
complained  moil  grievo-v fly  that  he  had  not  heard  froai 
you  cf  above  a  year.  I  bad  him  abnfe  you  for  it  hioifelf ; 
and  advlfsd  him  to  do  it  in  verfe,  which,  if  he  was  really 
angry,  his  indignation  would  enable  him  to  do.  He  ac- 
cordingly brought  me,  yefterday,  the  inclofed  reproaches, 
and  chalkn;>e.,  which  he  deflred  me  to  tranfmii  to  you. 
As  this  is  his  fi  ft  EfiTiy  in  Engliih  Poetry,  the  inaccura- 
des  in  th*!  rhimes  a**  the  numbers  are  very  e^ccufable. 
He  infifts,  as  von  wiij  find,  upon  b.-.-ing  anfwered  in  \Grfe  j 
which  1  fhculd  irn?iginc,  that  you  snd  Mr-Harfe,  '^oee- 
ther,  ct3uld  bring  about  ;  as  the  late  lady    Porchcfter  ufcd 

_  tQ 
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to  fay,  that  (he  and  Dr.  Radcllffe,  together,  could  cure  a 
fever  This  is  however  (ure,  that  it  now  rel^s  upon  you  ; 
and  no  man^cap  fay  what  methods  Daval  may  take,  if 
you  decline  his  challenge.  I  am  fenfible  that  you  a^e  un- 
der feme  difadvantages  in  this  proiFered  combat.  Your 
climate,  at  this  time  of  the  year  cfpecially,  delights  more 
in  the  wood  fire,  than  in  the  poetic  fire  ;  an<|  I  conceive 
the  Mufes,  if  there  are  any  at  Leipfig,  to  be  rather  fhiver- 
ing,  than  finging  :  nay,  I  queftion  whether  Apollo  is  even 
known  there  as  God  of  Veife,  or  as  God  of  Light  ;  per- 
haps a  little,  as  God  of  Phyfis.  Thefe  will  be  fair  excu- 
fes  if  your  performance  Ihould  fall  fomeihing  Ihort  j  tho* 
I  do  not  apprehend  it  will. 

While  you  have  been  at  Leipfig,  which  is  a  place  of 
ftudy  more  than  of  pleafore  or  company,  you  have  had  all 
opportunities  of  purfuing  your  ftudies  ui>In£erruptedly  j  and 
have  had,  I  believe,  very  tew  temptations  to  the  contrary. 
But  the  cafe  will  be  quite  different  at  Berlin,  where  the 
fplendor  and  difiipation  of  a  Court,  and  the  leau  monJea 
will  prefent  themfelves  to  yoa  in  gawJy  fhapes,  attraftive 
enough  to  all  young  people.  Do  not  think, .  row,  thatj 
]ike  an  old  fellow,  I  ana  going  to  advife  you  to  reje^ 
ichera,  and  (hutyourfelf  up  in  your  clofet  :  ^uite  the  con-" 
trary  J  I  advife  you  to  ^ake  your  fhare,  and  eiiter  into 
them  with  fpirit  and  pleafure  :  but  then  I  advife  you,  too, 
to  allot  your  time  fo  prudently,  as  that  learning  may  keep 
pace  with  pleafures  ;  there  is  full  cioie,  in  the  courfe  cf 
the  da/,  for  both,  if  you  Ao  but  manage  that  time  righf^ 
and  like  a  good  ojconomill.  The  whole  morning,  if  di- 
ligantly  and  actendvely  devoted  to  foiid  ftudies,  will  go  a 
great  way  at  the  year's  end  :  and  the  evenings,  fpent  m. 
the  pleafuies  of  good  company,  will  go  as  far  in  teaching 
you  a  knowledge,  not  much  lefs  neceiTary  than  the  other  ; 
I  mean,  the  knowledge  of  the  world.  Between  thefe  two 
FiecelTary  ftudies,  that  of  Books  in  fhe  morning,  and  that 
of  the  World  in  the  evening,  you  fee  that  you  will  not 
have  one  minute  to  fquander  or  llattern  away.  Nobody 
ever  lent  themfelves  more  than  I  did,  when  1  was  young, 
to  the  pleafures  and  dilupation  of  good  compary  ;  I  event 
did  it  too  much.  Bac  then  I  csn  a/Tare  you,  that  I  akvays 
found  time  ^.Q-i  feri jus  lludies  ;  and,  wher^  i  could  find  it 
iK>  C'Shei*'  ws/j,    I  kOok    \x   out  of  my  lleep  ;  for  I  refolved 

always 
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always  to  rife  early  in  the  morning,  however  late  I  went 
to  bed  at  night  ;  and  this  refolution  Ihave  kept  To  facred/ 
that,  unlefs  when  I  have  been  confined  to  my  bed  by  i\U 
ijefs,  I  have  not  for  more  than  forty  years  ever  been  in  bed 
at  ni.ie  o'clock  in  the  morning,  but  commonly  up  before 
eight. 

When  you  are  at  Berlin,  remen:iber  to  fpeak  German, 
as  often  as  vou  can,  in  company  :  for  every  body  there 
will  fpeak  Freacii  to  yoiT,  unlefs  you  let  them  know  that 
you  can  fpeak  G^r»nan,  which  then  they  will  chufe  to 
fpeak.     Adieu. 


LETTER      CXL. 

London,  December  the  20th,    O.  S    174S. 
DEAR  BOY, 

1  Received,  laft  Saturday,  by  three    mails  which   came 
in  at  once,   two  letters  from  Mr.   Harte,  and  yours  of 
the  8  th,  N.  S.     ^ 

It  was  I  who  mi/iook  your  meaning  with  regard  to  your 
German  "letters,  and  not  you  who  exp  efied  it  ill.  I 
thought  it  was  the  writing  of  the  German  charader  that 
took  up  fo  much  of  ycur  time  ;  and  therefore  I  advifed 
you,  by  the  frequent  writing  of  that  charafter,  to  make 
it  eafy  and  familiar  to  you..  But,  fmce  i  is  only  ihe 
propriety  and  purity  of  the  German  language  which  make 
your  wtiting  it  (o  tedious,  and  laborious,  I  will  tell  you  I 
ihallnot  be  nice  upon  that  article  ;  snd  did  not  exped 
you  (hould  yet  be  mailer  of  all  the  idioms,  delicacies,  and 
peculiarities,  of '.hat  diflicult  language.  That  can  only 
come  by  ufe,  efpecially  frequent  fpcaking  ;  thereforCj 
when  you  ihall  be  at  Berliq,  and  afierwards  at  Turin, 
where  vou  will  meet  many  Germans,  pray  take  all  op- 
portunities of  conv^rllng  in  German,  in  order  not  only  to 
keep  what  you  have  got  of  that  language,  but  likewife  to 
improve  ard  perfeft  ycurfeif  in  it.  As  to  the  chg^aders, 
you  form  them  verv  we!',  and,  as  you  yourfelf  own,  bet- 
ter than  your  Englifh  ones  :  bat  then,  let  me  af^  you  this 
queftion,  Why  do  you  not  form  your  Roman  charaders 
better  ?  for  I  maintain,  that  it  is  in  every  man's  power  to 
v/ri-.e  what  hand    he  pJeaffs  ;  and,  confcqucntly,  that  he 

ought 
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ought  to  write  a  good  one. '  You  form,  particularly » 
your  ^  and  your  ^  in  zig-gag,  inflead  of  making  thenj 
/Irajghr,  as  thus,  r^  // ;  a  fault  very  eafily  mended. 
You  will  not,  I  believe,  be  angry  with  this  little  criticifm, 
when  I  tell  you,  that,  by  all  the  accounts  I  have  had  of 
laie,  from  Mr.  Harte  and  others,  this  is  the  only  criti- 
cifm  that  you  give  me  occafion  to  make.  Mr.  Harte's 
laft  letter,  of  the  14th,  N.  S.  particulaily  makes  ^e 
extremely  happy,  by  affaring  me,  that,  in  every  refped, 
you  do  exceedingly  well.  I  am  not  afraid,  by  %vhat  I 
now  fay^  of  making  you  too  vain  ;  brcaufe  I  do  not 
think  that  a  juft  confcioufncfs,  and  an  honeft  pride,  cf 
doing  well,  can  be  called  vanity  4  for  vanity  is-eitherthe 
lilly  affeftaion  of  good  qualities  which  on'e  has^.  noT,  or 
the  iillier  pride  of  what  does  not  deferve  commendation  in 
itfelf.  By  Mr.  Harte*s  account,  yoa  are  pot  very  near 
the  goal  of  Greek  and  Latin  ;  and  therefore  T  cnnno? 
fuppofe  that,  as  your  fenfe  increafes,  your  ersdeavoii:s  snd 
your  fpeed  will  flacken,  in  finifhing  the  fmall  remains  of 
your  courfe  Confider  what  laftre  and  eclat  it  will  give 
you,  when  you  return  here,  to  be  allowed  to  be  the  be(^ 
fcholar,  of  a  gentleman,  in  England  ;  not  to  mention  the 
real  pleafure  and  folid  comfort,  which  fuch  knowledoe  will 
give  you  throughout  your  whole  life.  Mr,  Harte  tells  me 
another  thing,  which,  I  own,  I  did  not  expe<!l  ;  it  is, 
that  when  you  read  aloud,  or  repeat  part  of  plays,  yoii 
fpeak  very  properly  and  diftin(Slly.  This  relieves  me  from 
great  uneafinefs,  which  I  was  under  upon  account  of  your 
former  bad  enunciation.  Goon,  and  attend  moll  dili- 
gently to  this  important  article.  It  is,  of  all  (he  Grace?, 
(and  they  are  all  neceffary),  the  mod  necei^ary  ens 

Comte  Pertingue,  who  has  been  here  about  a  fotni'^h*, 
far  from  difavowing,  confirms  all  that  Mr.  FJ  irte  hns  ina 
to  your  advantage.  He  thinks  he  ihall  be  a:  Pinin  nsw:* 
about  the  time  of  your  arrival  there,  and  plea'es  h"=Rv;v:f 
with  the  hopes  of  being  ufeful  to  you  :  thcu5:ih,  tb'  jli 
you  get  there  before  him,  he  fays  thai  Cornte  du  ?en-or?, 
with  whom  you  are  a  favourite,  will  take  thrtfr.care,  Ycl- 
fee  by  this  one  inftance,  and,  in  the  courfe  of  -o:r  )  ■■ 
you  will  fee  by  a  million  ofinilances,  of  Vrhat  uC:  '  ;  -^ 
reputation  i?,  and  how  fwift  and  advantag'^o;!  --..i  r-r-^r 
It   h    wh.5rever    one   goe^,      Up.;n    this    i>-'^^»   '"^^     '^^■ 
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Harte  does  you  juftice,  and  tells  me,  that  ycu  are  defirons 
of  praife  from  the  praife- worthy  :  this  is  a  right  and  ge- 
nerous amb  tion  ;  and  without  which,  I  fear,  few  people 
would  dcitrve  praife.  / 

But  h  ;re  let  me,  as  an  old  (lager  upon  the  theatre  of  the 
world,  fug^efl  one  confideration  to  you  ;  which  is,  (o  ex- 
tend your  defi'e  of  praife  a  little  beyond  the  ftriftly  praife- 
worthy  ;  or  e'fe  you  may  be  apt  to  difcover  too  much 
contempt  for  at  leaft  three  parts  in  five  of  the  world,  who 
will  never  f .rgive  it  you  In  rhe  mafs  of  mankind,  I  fear, 
there  is  too  great  a  majority  of  fools  and  knaves  ;  who, 
iingly  from  .heir  jiumber,  mull  to  a  certain  degree  be  re- 
{ptStod^  chough  they  are  by  no  means  rcfpeflable.  And  a 
man,  who  will  fhow  every  knave  or  fool,  that  he  thinks 
him  fuch,  will  engage  in  a  m  \il  ruinous  war  againll  num- 
bers much  fuperior  to  thofe.that  he  and  his  allies  can 
bring  into  the  field  Abhor  a  knave,  and  pity  a  fool,  in 
your  heart  ;  bu:-  let  neither  of  them,  unnecelTarily,  fee 
that  you  do  fo.  Some  complaifance  and  attention  to  fools 
is  prudent,  and  not  mean  :  as  a  filent  abhorrence  of  in- 
dividual knaves  is  often  necefTary,  and  not  criminal. 

As  you  will  now  foon  part  with  Lord  Pulieney,  with 
whom,  during  your  flay  together  at  Leipfig,  I  fuppofe 
you  have  formed  a  connexion  ;  I  imagine  that  you  will 
continue  it  by  letrers,  which  I  would  advife  you  to  do. 
They  tell  me  he  is  good-natured,  and  does  not  want  parts ; 
which  are  of  jhemfelves  two  good  reafons  for  keeping  it 
up  ;  but  there  is  alfo  a  third  rcafon,  which,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  world,  is  not  to  be  defpifcd  ;  his  fathjr  cannot  live 
long,  and  will  leave  him  an  immenfe  fortune  ;  which,  in 
all  even's,  wi'l  make  him  of  fome  confequcnce,  and,  if 
he  has  parts  into  the  bargain,  of  every  great  coRfquence  ; 
{o  that  his  friendfnip  may  be  extiemely  well  worth  your 
cultivating,  efpecially  as  it  will  not  coil  you  above  one 
le;ier  in  one  month. 

I  do  not  know  whether  this  letter  will  find  you  at  Leip- 
fig ;  at  leaft,  ic  is  the  laft  that  I  fhalJ  diredl  there.  My 
next  to  either  you  or  Mr.  Harte  will  be  diredied  to  Berlin  ; 
but,  as  I  do  not  know  to  what  houfc  or  ftreet  there,  I 
fuppofe  it  will  remain  at  the  pcfl  houfe  till  you  fend  for  it. 
Upon  your  arrival  at  Berlin,  you  vvill  fend  mc  your  par- 
ticular diiidion  i  and  alfo,  prsy  be    minute   in  your  ac- 
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counts  of  your  reception  there,  by  thofe  whom  T  recom- 
mend you  to,  as  well  as  by  thofe  to  whom  fhey  prefcnt 
yoiJ.  Remember,  too,  that  you  are' going  to  a  polire  and 
literate  Court,  where  the  Graces  will  beft  introduce  you. 

Adieu.  God  blefs  you  I  and  pay  you  continue  to  de» 
ferve  my  love,  as  much  as  you  now  enjoy  it  ! 

P.  S.  Lady  Cherterfield  bids  me  tell  vou,  that  flie  de- 
cides entirely  in  your  favour,  againft  Mr.  Grevenkop, 
and  even  againll  herfelf  ;  ^or  Ihc  does  rot  thli^k  that  (he 
could,  at  this  time,  write  either  fo  good  a  charade?,  or 
fo  good  German.  Pray  write  her  a  Gevman  letter  upon 
tliat  fubjetft  :  in  which  you  may  tell  her,  that,  like  the 
reft  of  the  wcrld,  you  approve  of  her  judgment,  becaufe 
it  is  in  your  favour  ;  and  t.hai  you  true  GtrEians  caitnot 
allow  Danes  to  be  competent  judges  of  your  language,  l^u 
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London,  December  the  30ih,  O.  S.  I74.8« 
DEAR  BOY, 

T  Direct  thb  letter  to  'Berlin,  where  I  fufpofe,  li 
jf^  will  either  find  you,  or  at  leaft  wait  but  a  very  lit  le 
time  for  you.  1  cannot  help  being  anxious  for  vour 
fuccefs,  at  this  your  firft  f;pp'f.rance  w^on  the  gre.t  iiage 
of  the  world  ;  for,  though  the  fpedta  ors  are  always  can- 
did enough  to  give  gr- at  allowance?,  and  to  fhcw  preat 
indulgence  to  a  rew  du-,  yet,  from  the  *Rrli  imprifilcns 
which  he  makes  upon  them,  they  are  ape  10  ^tcid.;,  \Xi 
their  own  minds  at  lead,  whcher  he  will  ever  ba  a  g"od 
"one  or  uot  :  if  he  fee;r,s  c^  .u  .d?-r{iand  f.  ha:  he  f^yi-  by 
fpea.king.it  proper'y  ;  if  ne  i.-  ;iatntive  td  hi-?  pa-t,  in- 
Head  of  it^rrng  negligertly  about  :  antJ  if,  upon  m^  v/^cl,*, 
he  ffems  ambitious  to  p!e?fc,  ihr7y  wi.lirpiy  p^f  <'V;:r  !j> 
tle  awkwarlhf  ITes  and  inaccuiixcies,  whkh  they  afcrioe  to 
a  commendable    modeftv  in    a    voun?  5n<i   \i 


y_^    <(ii<.i     uuk  J^y 


xp«"r'? 


.^.  A 


ador.     They  pronounce    fhar    he  wii!     be  a  gooci  fiy; 
time  :  .  andr  bv  the  encouriigpjn^nt  --x'hich  fii  •,  ^x  '\  ' 
make    him    fo    the    fjoner.     T  ns  I  h  p^ 
cafe  :  you  havt  f'nfe    enough  ^.v>  b\x^\^   r 
conilant  attemici;!,  and  ambidon  to  e/ 
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careful  obfervation  of  the  bell  adors,  will  inevitabJy  qua- 
lify you,  if  not  for  the  firfT,  ac  leaft  for  confiderable 
parts. 

Your  drefs  (as  infignificant  a  thing  as  drefs  ia  in  itfelf) 
is  now  become  an  object  worthy  of  fome  attention  :  for,  I 
confefs,  I  cannot  help  forming  fome  opinion  of  a  man's 
fefife  and  charader  fom  nis  drefs  ;  and,  J  believe,  moft 
people  do  as  well  as  niyfelf.  Any  affefta  ion  whatfoever 
in  drefs,  implies,  in  my  mind,  a  fliw  in  the  underflanding» 
Moll  of  our  young  fellows,  here  difp.'ay  fome  character 
or  other  by  their  drefs.  S  >me  kff;Q.  the  tremendous, 
and  wear  a  great  and  Herceiy  cocked  hat,  an  enormous 
fword,  a  fhort  waiftcoat,  and  a  black  cravat  :  »hefe  I 
ihuuld  be  almoli^  tempted  to  fwear  the  peace  again  ft,  in 
tny  own  defence,  if  I  were  not  convinced  that  they  are 
but  meek  alTes  in  lions  (kins.  Others  go  in  brown  frocks, 
leather  breeches,  great  oaken  cudgels  in  their  handf,  their 
.hats  uncocked,  an^  their  hair  unpowdered  ;  and  imitate 
grooms  ftage-coachmen,  and  country  bumpkins,  fo  well 
in  their  outfides,  that  I  do  not  niake  the  lealt  doubt  of 
Jheir  refembling  them  equally  in  their  infides.  A  man  of 
fenfe  carefully  avoids  any  particular  cbsradlerin  his  diefs  ; 
be  is  accurately  clean  for  his  own  fake,  but  all  the  reft  is 
for  other  peop»e*£.  He  drelTes  as  well,  and  io  the\  fame 
manner,  gs  the  people  of  fenfe  and  fafhion  of  the  place 
where  he  is.  If  he  drelTcs  belter,  as  te  think?,  that  is, 
more  thsn  they,  he  is  a  fop  ;  if  he  drelTss  worfe,  he  is 
unpardonably  ifegligfijt  :  but,  of  the  two,  I  would  rather 
have  a  )Oung  fellow  too  much  than  two  little  drelT^d  : 
the  excefs  on  that  fide  will  wear  off,  with  a  little  age  and 
yeBcflion  -  bur,  if  he  is  negligent  at  twenty,  he  wjH  be 
ajlovea  at  forty/  and  ftink  st  fifiy  years  old»  yDrefs  your- 
ftlf  SnCj  where  others  me  fire  ;  and  pla'n,  where  O'hers 
are  pUiin  ;  but  take  care,  always,  that  ycur  clothes  are 
well  aiade,  and  iit  ycu,  for  otherwife  they  will  give  you 
a  very  awkward  air.  Whci)  ycii  are  once  wcil  drefi'cd  for 
ih?r  day,  think  no  more  of  U  aferwardi  ;  and,  without 
a-fvy  il'iFaefs  (cr  fear  of  dircompofjng  {hi  £  drefs,  let  all 
y«#jr  iviciions  be  as  eafy  and  natural  as  If  you  had  no 
$:lothes  en  at  ail.  So  much  for  CreS^,  which  I  maintain 
to  fee  a  thing  of  conffquence  in  the  polity  world. 
^5   to   Manners,  Good- breeding,    ^r^id    she  Graces,  I 

hdve 
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have  fo  often  eiiisittined  you  upon  thefe  important  fubjeflsj 
that  I  can  add  nothing  to  what  I  iiave  formerly  faid. 
Your  own  good  ienfe  will  fuggeft  to  you  the  fubftance  of 
thete  ;  and  obfervation,  experience,  and  good  company, 
the  feveral  modes  of  them.  Your  great  vivacity,  which  I 
hear  of  from  masy  people,  will  be  no  hindrance  to  your 
pleafing  in  good  company  ;  on  the  contrary,  will  be  of 
ufe  to  you,  if  tempered  by  Good  breeding*  and  accom- 
panied by  the  Graces.  But  then,  I  Tuppofc  your  vivaciry 
to  be  a  vivacity  of  parts,  and  not  a  conftitutional  reftlefs- 
nefs  ;  for  the  moft  difagrwable  compofition  that  I  know, 
in  the  world,  is  that  of  ftrong  animal- fpirits,  with  a  coli. 
genius.  Such  a  fellow  is  troublefomely  aftive,  frivolouily 
bufy,  foolilhly  lively.  ;  talks  much,  with  little  meaning  ; 
and  laughs  more,  with  lefs  reafon  :  whereas  in  my  opi- 
nion, a  warm  and  lively  genius,  with  a  cooL  conflitution, 
is  the  perfedlion  of  human  nature. 

Do  what  >ou  will  at  Berlin,  provided-  you  do  but  do 
fomething  all  day  long.  All  that  I  defire  of  you  is,  that 
you  will  never  11  attern  awny  one  minute  in  idlenefs  and  in 
doing  nothing,  Whe?>  you  are  not  in  company,  learn 
what  either  books,  mailers,  or  Mr.  Harte,  caa  teach  you  ; 
and,  when  you  are  in  company,  learn  (what  company 
only  can  teach  you)  the  characters  and  manners  of  man* 
kind.  I  really  afk  your  pardon  for  giving  you  this  ad- 
vice ;  beca\ife,  if  you  are  a  rational  creature  and  a  think- 
ing beirg,  as  I  fuppofe  and  verily  believe  you  are,  it 
mull  be  unnecefTary,  and  to  a  certain  degree  injurious. 
If  1  did  not  know  by  experience,  that  fome  men  pafs  their 
whole  time  in  doing  nothing,  I  ihould  not  think  i^  poiil^ls 
for  any  being,  fuperior  to  Moniieur  Defcartes's  Automatons, 
to  fquander  away,  in  abfolute  idlerefs,  one  fmgle  minute 
of  that  fmall  portion  of  time  which  is  allotted  us  in  this 
world.  ^.. 

I  have  lately  feen  one  Mr.  Cranmer,  a  very  fcnfible 
merchant  ;  who  told  me  he  had  dined  with  you,  and  fen 
you  often  at  Leipfig.  And,  yefterday,  I  fdw  an  old  foot- 
man of  mine,  whom  I  made  a  Mcfieugfr  ;  who  told  me, 
that  he  had  feen  you  laH  Auguft.  You  wUl  eafily  iraagioe, 
that  I  was  not  the  lefs  glad  to  fee  them,  bscauft  they  had 
feen  you  ;  and  I  examinee  them  both  narrowly,  in  their 
r^fpeilive  departments  5  the  formcfj  as  to  your  mind  ;  the 

latter^ 
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latter,  as  to  your  body.  M*.  Cranmer  gave  me  great 
fatisfe^tion,  not  only  by  what  he  told  me  of  himself  con- 
cerning you,  but  by  what  he  was'commiffioned  to  tell  me 
from  Mr  Mafcow,  'As  he  fp^ks  German  perfeftljr  him- 
felf,  I  affc^  him  how  you  fpoke  it  ;  and  he.afTured  me, 
Ver)^  well  for  the  time,  and  that  a  very  little  more  prac« 
tice  would  make  you  perfeftly  mailer  cf  it.  The  meffen- 
ger  told  me,  you  were  much  grown,  and,  to  the  beft  of 
his  guefs,  within  t^o  inches  as  tail  as  I  am  ;  that  you 
were  plump,  and  looked  healthy  and  ftrong  :  which  wss 
all  I  could  expedl,  or  hope,  from  the  fagaclty  of  the 
perfon. 

i  r.nd  you,  my  dear  child,  (and  you  will  not  doubt) 
very  fmcerely,  the  wifhes  of  the  feafon.  May  yoii  ^eCetvi 
a  great  number  of  happy  New-years  ;  and,  if  yoadefervt, 
may  you  have  them  !  Many  New-years,  indeed  you  may 
fee,  but  happy  ones  you  cannot  fee  without  deferving  them. 
Thefe,  Virtue,  Honour  and  Knowledge,  alcne  czn  me- 
tit,  alone  can  procure.  Dii  tibi  dent  annos,  de  tt  nam 
catera  fumes,  wss  a  pretty  piece  of  poetical  flattery,  where 
it  was  faid  ;  I  hope  that,  in  timn  it  may  be  no  flattery 
when  faid  to  you.  Buc,  I  a  (fare  you,  that,  whenever  I 
cannot  apply  the  latter,  part  of  the  line  to  you  with  truth, 
I  ihall  neither  fay,  think,  nor  wifh,   the  former.     Adieu. 


LETTER      CXLII. 

London,  January  the  loih,  O.  S.  1749* 
DEAR  BOY, 

I  Have  received  your  letter  of  the  31ft  December,  N. 
S  Your  thanks  for  my  prefent,  ss  you  call  it,  exceed 
the  value  of  the  Prefent  ;  but  the  ufe,  which  you  afTure 
me  that  you  will  make  Of  it,  is  ihe  thanks  which  I  defire 
to  receive.  Due  attention  to  the  infide  of  books,  and  cue 
contempt  for  the  outfjde,  is  the  proper  relation  between  a 
man  of  fenfe  and   his  books. 

Now  that  you  are  going  a  little  more  into  the  world,  I 
will  take  this  occafion  to  explain  my  intentions  as  to  your 
future  expences,  that  you  may  know  what  you  have  to  ex- 
pert from  me,  and  make  your  plan  accordingly.  I  fliall 
neither  deny  ror  grudge  you  any  money,  that  may  be  ne- 

ceffary. 
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ceSkry,  for  cither  your  improvement  or  your  pleafures  ;  I 
jnean  the  pleafures  of  a  rational  Being.  Unckr  the  head 
t)f  improvement,  I  mean  the  beft  Books,  and  th«  beft 
Matters,  coll  what  they  will  j  I  alfo  mean,  all  the  expence 
of  lodgings,  coach,  drcfs,  fervantf,  ^c.  which,  according 
to  the  feveral  places  where  you  may  be,  Ihali  be  refpec- 
lively  neceffary  to  enable  you  to  keep  the  bell  company. 
Under  the  head  of  rational  Pleafures,  I  comprehend,  fiift. 
Proper  charities,  to  real  and  cojnpalSonate  obje(5ls  of  it  : 
fecbndly,  Proper  prefents,  to  thofe  to  whom  you  are  o- 
bliged,  or  whomyou  defire  to  oblige  :  thirdly,  A  conior- 
mity  of  expence  to  that  cf  the  company  which  you  keep  1 
as  in  public  fpe<!lacles ;  your  fhare  of  little  entertainmeats  $ 
9  few  piftoles  at  games  of  mere  commerce  ;  and  olher'fn* 
cidental  calls  of  good  company.  The  only  two  articles, 
which  I  will  never  fupply,  are,  the  profufion  of  low  riot, 
and  the  idle  laviftinefs  of  negligence  and  lazinefs.  A  fool 
fquanders  away,  without  credit  or  advantage  to  himfelf, 
more  than  a  man  of  fenfe  fpends  with  boh.  The  latter 
employs  his  money  as  he  does  his  time,  and  never  fpends 
a  fhilHng  of  the  onej  nor  a  minute  of  the  other,  but  in 
fomething  that  is  either  ufeful  or*  rationally  pleaiing  to 
himfelf  or  others.  The  former  buys  whatever  he  does  not 
want,  and  does  not  pay  for  what  he  does  want.  He  can- 
not withftand  the  charms  of  a  toy-lfhop  ;  fnuff-boxeSa 
watches,. heads  of  canes,  &c,  are  his  deftruftion.  His  fer- 
vants  and  tradefmen  confpire  with  his  own  indolence,  to 
cheat  him  ;  and  in  a  very  little  ti^e>  he  is  aftoniihed,  in 
the  midft  of  all  the  ridict^Ious  fuperfiuitie.';,  to  f.nd  himfelf 
in  want  of  all  the  real  comforia  and  neceiTaries,  of  life. 
Without  xare  and  method,  the  largeft  fortune  will  n«t, 
and  with  them  almoft  the  fmalltfl  will,  fupply  all  necef- 
fary expences.  As  far  as  you  can  poffibiy,  pay  ready  mo- 
Key  for  every  thing  you  buy,  and  avoid  bills.  Pay  that 
money  too,  yourfelf,  and  not  through  the  hands  of  any 
fervant,  who  always  either  llipulatas  poundage,  or  requires 
a  prefent  for  his  good  word,  as  they  call  it.  Where  yoa 
jnuft  have  biUs  (as  for  meat  and  drif;k,  clothes,  tJc.)  pay 
them,  regularly  every  month,  and  with  your  own  hand. 
Never,  from  a  miilaken  oeconomy,  buy  a  thing  ycu  do 
not  want,  becaufe  it  is  cheap  ;  cr,  from  a  fili^  pride,  be- 
.caufs  it  is  d^&i:>     Keep  an  accoanc,  in  a  book,   of  allthat 
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you  receive,  and  of  all  that  you  pay  ;  for  no  man,  who 
knows  what  he  receives,  and  what  he  pays,  ever  runs  out, 
i  do  not  mean  that  you  ihould  keep  an  account  of  the 
ihiilings  and  half-crowns  which  you  may  fpend  in  chair- 
hire,  operas,  l^c,  they  are  unworthy  of  the  time,  and  of 
the  ink,  that  they  would  confume  ;  leave  fach  minuties  to 
dull  penny-wife  fellows  ;  but  remember,  in  CEConomy,  as 
well  as  in  every  other  part  of  life,  to  have  the  proper  at- 
tention  to  proper  objects,  and  the  proper  contempt  for  lit- 
tle ones.  A  ftiong  mind  fees  things  in  their  true  propor- 
tions :  a  weak  one  views  them  through  a  magnifying  me- 
dium ;  which,  iike  the  microfcope,  makes  an  elephant  of 
J  a  ilea  ;  magnifies  vail  little  obje^s,  bat  cannot  receive 
gTeat  ones.  I  have  known  many  a  man  pafs  for  a  mifer, 
by  faving  a  p?nny,  and  wrangling  for  twopence,  who  was 
andoing  himfelf,  at  the  fame  time,  by  living  above  hi» 
income,  and  not  attending  to  effential  articles,  which  were 
above  his /er//f.  The  fure  charadleriftic  of  a  found  and 
ilrong  mind,  is,  to  find,  in  every  thing,  thofe  certain 
bounds,  ^uos  ultra  citraue  nsquit  confifiere  reilum.  Thefe 
boundaries  are  marked  out  by  a  very  fine  line,  which  only 
good  fenfe  and  attention  can  difcover  ;  it  is  much  too  fine 
for  vulgar  eyes.  In  manners,  this  line  Is  Gopd  breeding  : 
beyond  it,  is  troubltfome  ceremony  ;  fhcrt  of  it,  is  unbfe- 
coming  negligence  and  inattendoH.  In  Morals,  it  divides 
oftentatious  Puritanifm,  from  criminal  Relaxation  ;  in  re- 
ligion, Superrtition  from  Impiety  ;  and,  in  fhort,  every 
virtue  from  its  kindred  vice  or  we^knefs.  I  think  you 
have  fenfe  enough  to  difcover  the  line  :  keep  it  always-  in 
your  eye,  and  learn  to  walk  upon  it ;  reft  upon  Mr  Harte, 
and  fee  will  poife  you  till  you  are  able  to  go  alone.  By 
the  way,  there  are  fewer  people  who  walk  well^  upon  that 
line,  than  upon  the  ilack  rope  ;  and  therefore,  a  good 
performer  jfhines  fo  much  the  more. 

Your  friend  Comte  Pertingne,  who  conHanily  inquires 
after  you,  has  wricten  to  Comte  Salmoar,  the  Governor  of 
the  Academy  at  Turin,  to  prepare  a  room  for  you  the/e, 
immediately  after  the  Afcenfion  ;  and  has  recommended 
you  10  him,  in  a  manner  which,  I  hope,  you  will  give  him 
no  reafon  to  repent  or  be  aihamed  of.  As  Conste  Sal- 
jmour's  fon,  now  refiding  at  the  Hajii-e,  is  my  particular 
acquaintance,  I  fhiil  have  regular  and  aiuhentic  accounts 
of  all  that  you  dq  at  Tqrin.  Dar* 
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!>aring  your  fiay  at  Berlin,  I  expelt  that  yam  Ihould  in- 
form yourfelf  thoroughly  of  the  p  efent  Rate  of  the  Civil, 
M'litary,  and  Ecclefiallical  government  of  the  King  of 
Pruffia's  dominions  ;  particularly  of  th«  Military,  which  is 
Hpon  a  better  footing,  in  that  country,  than  in  any  othef 
In  Eu'ope.  You  will  attend  at  the  reviews,  fee  the  troops 
exercife,  and  inquire  into  the  numbers  of  troops  and  com- 
panies in  the  relpedivc  regiments  of  horfe,  foot,  and  dra- 
goons ;  the  numbfrs  and  titles  of  the  conimif?ioned  and 
Bon-commlffioned  officers  in  the  feveral  troaps  ani  compa- 
nies :  and  alfo,  take  care  to  learn  the  technical  military 
terms^  in  the  German  language  ;  for,  t-ough  y«u  are  nog 
to  be  a  military  man,  yet  ihefe  military  fpaiters  are  fo  fre-^ 
gently  the  fubjefts  of  converfation,  that  ysu  will  look  ve* 
ry  awkwardly  if  you  are  ignorant  of  them.  Moreover, 
icy  are  commonly  the  objeSs  ©f  negotiatioa,  and,  as 
luch,  fall  within  your  f«ture  profcSion.  Yeu  mw'X  alfo 
inform  your felf  of  the  reformation  which  the  King  of 
PruiSa  has  lately  made  in  the  law  ;  by  which  he  has  both 
lefiened  the  nisraber,  and  Shortened  the  duration,  of  law- 
fuits  : -a  great  work,  and  worthy  of  fo- great  a  Parc^  ? 
As  h«  if  indifputabiy  the  ableft  Prince  in  Euro^je,  every 
part  of  his  government  deferves  your  mofl  diligent  inqoiry, 
atid  youf  moft  ferious  attention,  h  muH  be  owned,  that 
yotf  fet  oat  well,  as  a  young  Politleian;  by  beginning  at 
Berlin,  and  then  going  to  Turin,  where  you  wiii  fee  the 
next  ableil  Monarch  to  that  of  PfuSia  ;  Co  that,  if  you  ar« 
«flpable  of  making  political  refieflioas,  thofe  two  Princes 
will  furnif^  you  with  fuScient  matter  for  them. 

I  would  have  you  endeavour  to  get  acquainted  mth 
Monfieur  ds  Maupertuis,  who  h  Co  eminently  d^dinguifh' 
ed  by  all  kiirds  of  learning  and  merit,  that  one  i^oufd  be 
both  forry  and  aihamed  of  having  been  even  a  day  in  the 
ftme  place  with  him,  and  not  to  have  feen  him.  If  yo^j 
ftoald  have  no  other  way  of  being  introduced  to  him,  I 
will  fand  you  a  letter  from  hence.  Monfieur  Ca.gror.i,  ac 
Berlin,  to  whom  I  knovv  you  are  recommended,  is  a  very 
able  man  of  bufinefs,  thoroughly  informed  of  every  par; 
of  Europe  :  and  his  scquaintance,  if  you  deferve  and  im' 
prove  it  as  you  fliould  do,    may  bs  of  great  ufe  to  you. 

Remember  to  take  the  bed  dancinp;  miftT  a:  Berlin, 
more  to  tea£b  you  to  fie,  Hand,  and  vvaJk,  grk^zfally,  ihs^n. 
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to  dance   finely.     Ths  Graces,   t^e  Grsces  ;  reaembw 
i'he  Graces  I         Adieu. 


LITTER      CXilll. 

London,  January  the  ij^th,    O.  S    1740. 
BEAR  BOY, 

I  Have  rece  ved  your  letter  c^  the  i2tK,  N  S.  in  which 
I  was  furprired  to  fi%i  no  mentrot\  of  your  approach- 
ing journey  to  Berlin,  whicli,  according  to  the  frrA  plan, 
was  to  be  on. the  zO'h,  N.  3.  and  upon  which  fuppofition 
I  have,  for  fome  time,  ditefted  rcy  letters  to  you,  and  Mr. 
Harte,  at  Berlin.  I  (hould  be  glad  that  yours  were  more 
miRuie,  with  regard  to  motif  ns  and  trar.fa(5lions  ;  and  I 
dcfire  that,  for  the  future,  they  may  contain  accounts  of 
what,  and  whbni,  you  fee  and  hear,  in  you^r  {extra]  peaces 
»f  re  fide  nee  t  for  I  intereft  rayfe(f  as  much  in  the  compa- 
ny you  keep,  and  the  pleafures  you  take,  as  in  the  Pvudies 
you  pur  fa*  ;  and  therefore  equally  defire  to  be  infornaed 
of  ihem.  Another  thing  I  deiire,  which  is,  that  you  will 
a,cknowledge  my  letters  by  their  duet^  that  i  may  know 
which  you  do  and  which  you  do  not  receive. 

As  you  found  your  brain  confiderably  af^Sed  by  the 
•€old,  you  were  very  prudent  not  to  turn  it  10  poetry  ir^ 
that  fituation  ^  and  not  lefs  judicious,  in  declining  the  bor- 
a^owed  aid  of  a  ftove^vvhofe  famigation,  inRead  cf  infpira- 
tion^  would,  at  beit,  have  produced  what  Mr.  Pope  calls  s 
Jhnferkh  of  wit,  I  will  fhow  your  letter  to  Duval,  hy  way 
of  juflification  for  not  anfwering  his  challenge  :  and  I 
ihink  he  mnil  allow  the  validity  of  it  ;  for  a  frozen  braia 
is  en&t  to  anfwer  a  challenge  in  poetry,  as  a  blunt  fword 
23  for  (ingle  combat. 

You  may,  if  you  pleafe,  and.  therefore  I  Salter  myfelf 
ihat  you  will,  profit  confiderably  by  your  flay  at  Berlin,  in 
the  articles  of  Mnnner^  and  ufeful  knowledge.  Attention 
to  what  you  will  fee  and  hear  there,  together  with  pre  per  in- 
quiries, and  a  little  care  and  oiethod  in  taking  notes  of 
what  is-moft  material,  will  procure  you  much  ufcful  Icnow- 
3cdge.  Many  young  people  are  fo  light,  fo  difiij^ated.  and 
fo  iocuriou?,  that  ihey  can  hariily  be  faid  to  fee  what  ihey 
Tee,  Of  h&ar  what  they  hear  j  that  is,    they  hear   in  fo  fu- 
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perficlal  and  battentlvea  manner,  that  they  might  as  well 
not  fee  nor  hear  at  aH.  For  inftance,  if  they  k6  a  pub'ic 
feuilding,  as  a  College,  an  Hofpital,  an  A  fenal,  t^c.  they 
content  themfeives  wiih  the  fiiil  coup  a'a^I,  and  neiiher 
take  the  time  nor  the  trouble  of  informing  themlelves  of 
the  material  parts  of  them  ;  which  aie  the  conftitution, 
the  rules,  and  the  order  and  ce^onoiay  in  the  infide.  You 
tRfill,  I  hope,  go  deeper,  and  make  your  way  into  the  fuh- 
ftance  of  things.  For. example  :  Should  you  fee  a  regi* 
ment  revieived  at  Berlin  or  Poifdam,  inilcad  of  contenting 
yourfelf  with  the  general  glitter  of  the  colleSive  corps, 
and  faying,  par  maniere  d' acquit y  That  is  vel'y  fine  ;,I  hope 
you  will  a%,  What  number  of  troops  or  comparties  it  con« 
Mi.%,  of  ;  what  number  of  Officers  of  the  E'at  Major,  an«l 
what  Xi\xv!khzx  oi  Suhalttrms  ;  how  many  Bas  oficjen^  or 
fio-n  commiilioned  Ofiicers,  as  Sergsanttj  drp'tralst  Anf'^ 
^ejfadnt  frey  Corporals^  i^c.  their  pay,  their  cloathing, 
and  by  whoia  j  whether  by  the  Colonels  or  Captains,  or 
Coramin'aries  appointed  for  that  parpofe  ;  to  whom  they 
are  accountable  :  the   method  of  recruiting,    compleating. 

The  fame  in  Civil  Matters  :  Inform  yourfelf  of  tlieju- 
firdidlion  of  a  Court  of  Jaflice  ;  of  the  rules  and  membsrs 
.and  endovi^ments  of  a  College  or  an  Academy,  and  not  on' 
ly  of  the  diiBeafions  of  the  refpedive  edinces  ;  and  let 
your  leucrs  to  me  contain  thefe  informations,  in  proporti- 
on as  you  acquire  tbem. 

I  often  refied,  with  the  moft  flattering  hopes,  how 
proed  I  flaaU  ba  of  you,  ifyoa  fUould  profit,  as  you  may* 
fey  the  opportunities  which  you  have  had,  ftill  have,  ani 
will  have,  of  arriving  at  perfection  ;  and,  on~  the  other 
hand,  with  dread  of  the  grief  and  jhame  ycu  will  give  me., 
if  you  do  no€.  May  the  firft  be  tfae  cafe.    God  blefs  you  \ 
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London,  February  the  7th,  O.  S.  1749 
•  BEAR  BOY, 

YOU  sre  now  come-  to  an    age  capable  of  reie^J.osi  ^ 
and  1  hooe  you  will  do,  what  hovvever  few  people  ar. 
^■om  ?.|e  d©,  Exeit  it|  for  yoii*"  ^^^  fske,,  ia  the  fesrcb  <-^l 
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•ruth  and  found  knowledge,  I  N^ill  CQnfef*  (for  I  am  not 
unwilling  to  difcov«r  my  fecrets  to  you)  that  it  is  not  roa^ 
ny  years  fince  I  have  prefuraed  to  reflect  far  myfeif.  Till 
(ixteen  or  feventeen,  I  had  no  reflection  ;  and  for  many 
years  afcer  that,  I  mads  no  ufc  of  what  I  had  1  adopted 
the  notions  of  the  books  I  read,  or  the  company  I  kept, 
without  examining  whether  they  were  juft  or  not  ;  and  I 
rather  chofe  to  run  the  rifk  of  eafy  error,  than  to  take  the 
time  and  trouble  of  inveftigating  truth.  Thus,  partly 
from  lazin^fs,  partly  from  diffipationj  and  partly  from  the 
mauvai/e  bente  of  rejecting  falhionible  notions,  I  was  (as  I 
have  (ince  found)  hurried  away  by  prejudges,  inftead  of 
being  guided  by  reafon  ;  and  quiietly  cherifhed  error,  in- 
ilead  oi  feeking  for  truth.  But,  fince  I  have  taken  the 
trouble  of  reafoning  for  myfeif,  and  have  had  the  courage 
to  own  jhat  I  do  fo,  you  cannot  imagine  how  much  my 
notions  cf  things  are  altered,  and  in  how  diiJerent  a  light 
I  now  fee  them  from  that  in  which  I  formerly  viewed 
them  through  the  deceitful  medium  of  prejudice  or  autho- 
rity. Nay,  I  may  poilibly  ftiH  retain  muny  errors,  which, 
from  long  habit,  have  perhaps  grown  into  real  opinions  ; 
for  it  is  very  difficult  to  diftinguiih  habits,  early  acqaired 
and  long  entertained,  from  the  refult  of  our  reafon  and 
reileftion. 

M>  firfl  prejudice  (for  I  do  no^  mention  the  prejudices 
of  boys  and  women,  fuch  as  hobgoblins,"  ghclts,/  dreams, 
fpi^ling  fair,  l^c.)  was  my  elaflicaJ  enthifiafm,  which  I 
yeceived  from  the  books  I  read,  and  the  m a fters  Wyho  ex- 
plained them  to  me.  i  \vas  convinced  ^heje  had  been  no 
crmmon  fenfe  nor  common  honeiiy  in  the  world  for  thefe 
Jaft  fifteen  hundred  years  ;  but  that  they  were  totally  cx- 
tinguiHied  with  the  ancient  Greek  and  Roman  govern- 
fijfvnts.  Homer  and  Vi'-gil  could  have  no  faults,  bccaufe 
tley  were  ancient  ;  Miiton  and  Taffo  could  have  no  me- 
lu,  becnufe  they  we  e  modern.  And  I  could  almoft  have 
faid,  with  regard  to  the  ancients,  what  Cicero,  very  ab- 
.  fijrdiy  and  unbecomiogly  for  a  philofopher,  fays  with  re- 
g^ard  to  PUto,  Cum^q*uo  errare  maltm  quarr,  cum  aliii  re3e 
/inurt.  Whereas  now,  without  any  extraordinary  effort 
dF  genius,  I  have  difcovered,  that  nature  was  the  fame 
three  thoufarid  years  ago,  as  it  is  at  prefent  ;  that  men 
^ere  biJt  men  then  as  well  as  now  ;    that  modes  ard  cuf- 

torn  5 
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tdms  var^r  often,  but  tkat  human  nature  is  always  the 
fame.  And  I  can  no  more  fuppofe,  that  men  were  better, 
braver,  or  wiler,  fifteen  hundred  or  three  thoufand  yean 
ago,  than  I  can  fuppofe  chat  the  animals  or  vegicables  were 
better  then  than  they  are  now.  I  dare  aflert  too,  in  de!« 
Aance  of  ihe  favourers  of  the  ancients,  that  Homer's  hero,* 
Achilles,  was  both  a  brute  and  a  fcoundrel,  and  confe- 
qucntly  an  improper  charafter  for  the  Hero  of  an  Epic 
Poem  :  he  had  fo  litt'e  regard  far  his  country,  that  he 
would  not  ad  in  defence  cf  it  bscaufc  he  had  quarrelled 
'w'ith  Agamemnon  about  a  w — e  ;  and  then  afterwards, 
animated  by  private  refentment  only,  he  went  about  kil- 
ling people  bafely,  I  will  call  it,  becaufe  he  knew  himfelf 
invulnerable;  and  yet,  invulnerable  as  he  was,  he  wore 
the  fliongell  armour  in  the  world  ;  which  I  humbly  ap- 
prehend to  be  a  blunder,  for  a  horfe-fhae  clapped  to  his 
vulnerable  heel  would  have  been  fufRcient.  On  the  other 
hand,  with  fubmifiion  to  the  favourers  of  the  moderns,  I 
sflfert  with  Mr.  Drydcn,  that  the  Devil  is  in  truth  the  He- 
ro of  Milton's  poem  ;  his  plan,  which  he  lays,  purfues, 
and  at  laft  executes,  being  the  fubjed  of  the  Poem.  Frons 
all  which  confiderations,  I  impartially  .conclude,  that  the 
ancients  had  their  excellencies  and  their  defefts,  their  vir- 
tues and  their  vices,  juft  like  the  moderns  :  pedantry,  and 
afeftation  of  learning,  decide  clearly  in  favour  ©f  the  for- 
mer ;  vanity  and  ignorance,  as  peremp-iorily  in  favour  of 
the  latter.  Religious  prejudices  kept  pace  with  my  claifi- 
cal  ones  ;  and  there  was  a  time  when  I  thought  it  impoS- 
b!e  for  the  honefteft  man  in  the  world  to  be  faved,  out  of 
the  pale  of  the  church  of  England  :  not  confidering  that 
matters  of  opinion  do  not  depend  upon  the  will  ;  and  that 
It  is  as  natural,  and  as  allowable,  that  another  man  fhojald 
difer  in  opinion  from  me,  as  that  I  Ihould  differ  from  ' 
him  ;  and  that,  if  we  are  both  fincerc,  we  are  both  blame- 
lefs,  and  (hould  confequently  have  mutual  indulgence  for 
each  other. 

The  next  prejudices  I  adopted,  were  thofe  of  the  hn^^u 
monde  ;  in  which,  as  I  was  determined  to  fnine,  I  tsok 
what  are  commonly  called  the  genteel  vices  to  be  nece^a- 
ry,  I  had  heard  them  reckoned  fo  ;  and,  without  farther 
inq-uiry,  I  believed  it  ;  or,  at  leaft,  fhould  have  been  afha^ 
med  to  have  denied  itj  for  fear  of  expofing  niyfelf  to  the 
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fidicule  of  thofc  whom  I  coniiisreS  as  the  models  cf  fine 
gentlemen^  But  1  am  now  neither  afhajned  nor  afraid  to 
sffert,  thaf  thofe  gentee)  vices,  as  they*a?e  falfely  called^ 
are  tnly  fu  ixiiny  b'^nufhea  in  th«  chara^cr  cf  even  a  man 
OT  tie  world,  and  ivhat  is  called  a  fine  gen  ileroan,  and  de- 
g?aiit  him  in  the  opinions  of  thofe  very  people  to  whom 
he  h"f?s  o  recommend  hitDfelf  by  them.  Nay,  this  pre> 
J-udice  fen  exicnds  fo  far,  that  i  have  known  people  prc= 
ter  d  to  vices  they  had  not,  inflead  of  C3tefull)'  i concealing 
thofe  they  had. 

Ufe  and  affert  your  own  rcafon  ;  rei?e^,  examine,'  anS 
analyfe  every  thing,  ia  order  fo  form  a  found  and  mature 
judgment;  letno  ^rM  «c.»  impofc  upon  your  tinderftaoding^ 
itiifi^ad  your  aflions.or  didate  yoor  converfation.  Be  ear- 
ly, what,  if  you  are  not,  you  will,  Viheo  too  late,  wifh  you 
bad  been,  Cv/ofult  your  reafon  betimes  :  I  do  not  fay, 
that  it  will  always  prove  an  unerring  guide  ;  for  humai^ 
yeafoH  is  not  infallible  ;  but  it  will  prove  the  leafl  erring 
guide  that  you  can  follcw.  Bookb  and  converfation  mr,y 
affift  it  J  but  adopt  neither,  blirdJy  and  implicitly  :  fry 
both  by  that  befi:  rule,  which  Gcd  has  given  to  direft  us, 
Reafon.  Of  all  the  troubles,  do  not  decline,  as  mary 
people  do,  that  of  thinking.  The  herd  of  mankind  ciia 
fcardly  be  faid  to  think  :  'heir  notions  are  almoA  all  sdop= 
tive  J  and,  in  general,  I  believe  it  is  better-that  it  (hould 
be  fo  ;  as  fach  common- prejudices  contribute,  more  to  or> 
i^er  and  quiet,  than  their  own  feparate  reafonipgs  would 
do,  uncultivated  and  unimpfoved  r^s  they  are.  We  have 
raany  of  (hofe  ukfa)  prejudices  in  this  country,  which  i 
fiiould  be  very  forry  to  fre  removed.  The  good  Protef- 
tant  convidion,  that  the  Pope  is  both  Antichiill  and  the 
Whore  cf  Babylon,  is  a  more  e|te£lual  prefervative,  in 
this  country ^  again u  Fopery,  than  all  the  folid  and  unanf- 
werable  arguments  of  ChiUingworth. 

The  idic  ilory  of  the  Pretender's  having  been  iRtrc^o- 
eed  in  a  warming-pan,  into  the  Queen's  bed,  though  as 
deftiture  of  aii  probability  as  cf  all  foundation,  has  been 
£nuch  more  prejudicial  to  the  caufe  of  Jicobiufm,,  than  all 
thatM!. Locke  and  others  have  written  £o<5iow  the  iintei<ro- 
jiablenefs  and  abfurdity  of  the  dodrines  of  indefcafible  he- 
reaftary  right  and  unlimited  p'ifiive  obedience.  And-thac 
Illy,  fanguiae  nti'hn,  which   h    i:m\y  eatcfiained    here, 
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that  «nc  Englifhman  caa  beat  three  Frenchmen,  encours* 
ges,  and  has  fometiniaa  enabled  one  Engllihoiiin,  in  reali- 
ty, to  bea    two. 

A  Frenchman  ventures  his  lire  with  alacrity  /)car  Vhsn* 
mur  du  Roi  ;  were  you  to  change  the  otjd, which  he  has 
been  taught  to  have  in  "view,  and  tell  him  ihat  it  w&s  p^uir 
is  bien  de  la  Patrie^  he  would  very  probably  run  away. 
Such  grofs,  local  prejudices  prevail  with  the  herd  of  man- 
kind ;  and  do  not  impofc  upon  cultivated,  informed,  and, 
refleding  minds  :  but  then  there  arc  motions  equally  falfe^ 
thougli  not  fo  glaringly  abfi^rd,  which  are  entertained  by 
people  of  fupericr  and  imp  oved  underllandings,  merely  fos 
waat  oi  the  neceiTary  pains  to  inveftigate,  the  proper  at* 
tention  to  exatnine,  and  the  penetration  requiiste  to  deter« 
mine  the  truth.  Thofe  are  the  prejudices  which  1  wouli 
have  you  guard  againil,  by  a  manly  exertion  and  atienti-' 
on  of  your  reafbning  faculty.  To  mention  one  inftancejj 
of  a  ihoufand  that  I  could  give  you— ^It  is  a  general  pre- 
judice, and  has  been  prop?>gate^  f6r  thefe  fixiesn  hundred 
yearly  that  Arts  and  Sciences  cannot  Sourifh  under  an  ab- 
foiuie  government  ;  and  that  Genius  muft  neccCarily  b»' 
eraniped  where  Freedom  is  reflraiaed.  This  founds  plaa^ 
fib'e,  but  is  falfr  in  fad.  Mechanic  arts,  as  Ag  icultdrtJ, 
Manufactures  l^c.  will  indeed  be  difcouraged,,  wkere  the 
profiis  and  property  are,  from  the  naiu-e  of  the  gove-rn* 
snent,  infecure.  But  why  the  defpotifm  of  a  governraent 
ihould  cramp  tas  genics  of  3  Mathematician,  an  Ailrono-* 
mer,  a  Post,  or  an  Orator,  I  coafr^fs  I  never  CQu'd  diica- 
\'tr.  It  may  indeei  deprive  the  Poet,  or  ths  Orator,  of 
the  liberty  of  ireaing  of  certain  fubje£lb-  in  the  manner 
Iftt'i  would  wiih;  but  it  leaves  them  fubjeds  enough  t« 
tXQxt  genius  upon,  if  they  have  it.  Can  an  ,autkof  with 
reafon  co^pkin,  that  he  is  cramped  ^nd  ihackled,  if  he  ir 
not  at  liberty  to  publilh  blafphemy,  bas^dry,  or  fedhioa  ? 
all  which  are  equally  prohibited  in  the  freell  governnaenta, 
if  they  are  wife  awA  well-regulated  ones.  This  is  the  pre- 
fenC  general  Gomplaint  of  the  French  authors  ;  but,  indeed, 
chiefly  of  the  bad.oneg.  No  wonder,  fay  ihey,  that  Er!g- 
land  produces  fo  many  great  geiuufes  ;  people  there  may 
think  aa  thev  pl^alc,  and  pub;ifh  what  they  think  Ver|' 
-true  ;  byt  who  h.',>ders  them  from  thinking  as  they  pleaf?  ? 
If,,  i;) deed;  fhe/  thiuk  in  a  ivmniier  dsiruaivg   of  all  reli- 
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giou,  mdrality,  or  good  manners,  or  to  the  difturbance  of 
the  State  ;  an  abfolute  government  will  ccrrainly  more  ef« 
fedlually  prohibit  them  from,  or  punifli  them  for,  pub- 
lilhing  fuch  thoughts,  than  a  free  one  could  do.  But  how 
does  that  cramp  the  genius  of  an  epic,  dranaatic,  ©r  lyric 
Poet  ?  Or  how  does  i^  corrupt  the  eloquence  of  an  Orator^ 
in  the  Pulpit  or  at  the  Bar  ?  The  number  of  good  French 
authors,  fuch  as  Corneille,  Racine,  Moliere,  Boileau,  and 
la  Fonrarne,  who  Teemed  to  difpuce  it  with  the  Auguilan 
age,  floiiriihed  under  the  defpotifm  of  Lewis  XIV.  and 
the  celebrated  authors  of  the  Auguftan  age  did  not  fliine 
till  after  the  fetters  were  rivetied  upon  the  Roman  'people 
fcy  that  cruel  and  worihlefs  Emperor.  The  revival  of  let- 
ten  was  not  owing,  either,  to  any  free  government,  but  to 
the  encouragement  and  proteftion  of  Leo  X.  and  Francis 
T.  the  one  a$  abfolute  a  Pope,  and  the  other  as  cefpotic  3 
prince,  as  ever  reigned.  Do  not  raiftake,  and  imagine, 
(hat  while  I  am  only  expofiog  a  prejudice,  I  am  fpeaking 
in  favour  of  arbitrary  power  ;  which  from  my  foal  I  ab- 
hor, and  look  upon  as  a  grofs  and  criminal  violation  ^f 
the  natural  rights  of  mankind.     Adieu. 
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London,  February  the  28:h,  O.  S.  174^ 
DEAR  BOY, 

TWas  very  much  pleafed  with  the  accoant  that  yo'i 
jg_^  gave  me  of  your  reception  at  Serlia  ;  But  I  was  flii! 
better  pleafed  with  the  account  which  Mr.  Harte  fsnt  me 
of  your  manner  ef  receiving  that  reception  ;  for  he  fay t 
you  behaved  yourfelf  to  thole  crowned  heads  with  all  the 
Tefpe€t  and  moderty-  due  to  them,  but  at  the  fame  tims- 
without  being  any  more  embarralTed  than  if  you  had  been 
converfing  with  your  equals.  This  eafy  refpeflis  the  per» 
feftion  of  go«d  breeding,  which  nothing  but  fupetior  good 
fenfe,  or  a  long  ufage  of  the  world,  can  produce  j  and  as, 
in  your  cafe,  it  could  not  bethe  latter,  it  is  a  pleafmg  in- 
ilicaiion  to  me  of  the  former. 

You  will  now,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  months,  have  bees 
rubbed  at  tbree  of  the  confiderab'e  Courts  of  Europe  ; 
Bc/Jin,  Drcfden,  and  Vienna  -,  (o  ih&il  hope  ycu  wiU  ar« 
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the  at  Turia  tolerably  fmooth,  ind  fit  for  the  lafl  poHili. 
There  you  may  get  the  beft  ;  there  being  no  court  1  know 
of,  thai  forms  more  well  bred  anH  agreeable  people.  Re- 
member, no^v,  that  good-bricding,  gemeel-carriage,  ad' 
•Jreff,  and  eveo  drefs  (to  a  certain  degrtt).  fire  become  fe»» 
rious  ob  jcfts,  and  dcfcrvea  part  of  your  asteiitiCQ. 

The  day,  if  well  employed,  is  long  enough  for  them  alL 
Oqc  half  of  it  bsftovved  upon  your  ftudi^s  an  J  your  exer- 
fifes,  will  finifh  your  min^  and  your  body  ;  the  remaia- 
ing  part  of  it  fpent  in  good  company,  will  form  your 
manners,  and  comp'crc  your  charafter.  What  would  I  not 
give,  to  have  you  read  Demoilhenes  criti  ally  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  underftand  him  better  than  any  body  ;  at  roob. 
Behave  yourfelf  belter  than  any  perfon  at  Court  ;  and,  ia 
the  evenings,  trifle  more  agreeably  than  any  body  in  raix- 
#d  companies  ?  All  this  you  may  compafs  if  you  pleafg  5 
yia  have  the  means,  you  have  the  opportuntties.  Employ 
them,  for  God's  fake,  while  you  may,  and  make  your  felt 
that  all -accompli Ih'ed  man  that  I  *i3i  to  have  jou.  It  en- 
tirely depeiids  upon  thefe  two  years  ;  they  are  ihe  deciiiv« 
en«s. 

I  fend  yoa  here  inclofed,  a'letrer  of  recoinmendation  to 
Monfieur  Ca^ello,  at  Venice  ;  which  you  will  deliver  him 
iaaaisidiately  upon  your  arrival,  acaompanyiog  .it  with 
•ompUmeats  from  me  to  him  and  Madame,  both  v,hoin 
you  have  f«cn  here.  He  will,  I  am  fure,  be  both  vtry  ci- 
vil tnd  ^ery  ufeful  to  you  there,  as  he  will  alf*  be  aftsr» 
wards  at  Rome,  where  he  is  appointed  to  go  EmbaiTadGr, 
•y  th«  way,  wherever  you  are,  I  would  advife  yon  to  ire- 
<|afint,  as  raach  as  you  can,  the  Venetian  Miniliers  ;  who 
are  always  better  rnforsied  tf  the  Couns  they  reiicc  st, 
than  aijy  other  Iv^inifter,  the  ftri^  and  regular  sccovn-.vs 
which  ikey  are  obliged,  t®  give  to  their  own  "  gavenvmens 
jnakin^  them  very  diligent  and  inquifitive. 

Yaa  will  ftill  ftay  at  Venicse  as  long  ss  the  Cf^rnival 
lafts  ;  for  though  [  am  impatient  to  have  you  at  Turin, 
ye:  I  would  wii^  you  to  fse  thoroughly  all  that  is  to  be 
feen  at  To  iin,^u3a!  a  place  as  Venice,  and  tit  fa  fhowiJfi  a 
time  as  the  Carnival.  You  will  take^  alfo,,  particular  carig 
to  view  all  fhofe  meetings  of  the  gcvcrcment,  which  firan- 
.^ers  are  allowed  to  lee  ;  ai  the  AiTemb'/  of  the  Stnat^, 
Wc,  and  likewife  to  ir-ifcrm  ycjferrdf  of    iLc:    p.^c^l!is''•  and 
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intricat*  form  of  government.  There  ar«  books  that  give 
aa  account  of  it  ;  among  which,  the  beft  is  Amelot  de  la 
Houffaye  :  this  I  would  advif??  yoa  to  read  previoufly  ; 
it  will  not  only  give  you  a  general  notion  of  tkat  conftitu* 
tion,  ^ut  alfo  furnifh  you  with  materials  for  proper  quef- 
tions  md  oral  isformations  upon  the  place,  which  are  zU 
n^ays  the  beft.  There  ^re  likewife  many  Tcry  ▼alaaWe 
lesiains,  in  fculpture  and  paintiiigs  •£  the  beft  aafters, 
which  deferve  your  attention. 

I  fuppofe  yoa  will  be  at  Vienna  as  foon  as  this  letter 
will  get  thither  ;  and  I  fuppofe,  too,  that  I  rouft  not  di- 
IQ&.  above  one  more  to  you  there.  Ahtt  which,  Buy  next, 
fiiall  b«  direfted  to  you  at  Venice,  the  only  place  where  a 
letter  will  be  likely  to  £nd  yoii,  till  you  are  at  Turin  ;  bit 
you  Riavy  and  I  defira  that  you  will,  writa  to  me,  froaa 
the  fcveral  places  ia  your  way,  from  whence  thepoft  goes. 

I  will  ftnd  you  feme  other  letters,  for  Venice,  to  Vien* 
ma,  or  to  your  Banker  as  Venice  ;  to  whom  you  will,  up- 
•n  yoar  ar/ival  there,  fend  for  them  :  for  I  will  take  care 
m  have  you  h  recomnaended  from  place  t©  place,  that  you 
Akall  sot  run  through  them,  a$  moft  of  your  couiUrymea 
iJo,  without  the  advantage  of  feeing  and  knowing  what 
Ik  ft  dsfej-ves  to  be  feen  and  known  ;  I  meax^  the  Mea 
und  the  Manners. 

Gad  blefs  you^  and  make  ya»  anfwsr  my  wiSies  ;  I 
r^iJl  now  fay>  my  hopes  I     Adi&a» 


LITTER      CXLVI, 

JJIAR  BOY, 

IDiitECT  this  letter  t©  your  Banker  at  Venice,  the  {u- 
reS  place  for  you  to  »cet  with  it,  though  I  fuppofe  it 
will  be  there  fome  time  before  you  :  for  as  your  interme-- 
4iate  ftay  any  where  elfe  wiU  be  but  fbort,  and  as  the  pofi 
from  heiace,  in  this  feafon  of  eagerly  winds,  is  ancertain, 
'I  dired  no  more  letters  to  Vienna ;  where  I  hop^  both  you. 
and  Mr.  Hartc  will  have  received  the  two  letters"  which  I 
feet  yau  refpe^ively  ;  with  a  lecter  ef  recommendii'tion  to 
Mcniieur  Capcllo  at  Venice,  which  was  inclofed  in  mine 
to  ycu.  I  will  fuppof*  too,  that  the  inland  poft,  on  your 
iis  ef  ik«  Water,  ha4  net  doac  y«u  julic«  :  ior  I  received 
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iiat  one  fiagle  letter  from  you,  and  one  from  Mr.  Harte, 
•luring  your  whole  ftsy  at  Berlin  ;  from  whence  I  hoped 
for,  zni  expeftcd  very  particular  accounts. 

I  perfuade  myfelf,  that  the  time  you  (lay  at  Venice  will 
he  properly  employed,  in  feeing  all  that  is  to  be  fecn  at 
that  cxtraordiaary  place  ;  and  in  conrerfing  with  people 
who  can  inform  you,  act  of  the  raree-lhows  ©f  the  town, 
but  of  the  conftitution  of  the  goverfimeot  ;  for  which  pur- 
pofe,  1  fend  yeu  the  inckfed  letters  of  recommendation 
frora  Sir  J^mes  Gray,  the  King'«  JRefi^ent  at  Venice,  bat 
who  is  now  in  England.  Thefe,  with  mine  to  Monfieur 
Capello,  will  carry  yoa,  if  you  will  go,  into  all  the  befl 
company  at  Venice. 

But  ih«  important  poi»t,  and  the  important  place,  is 
Turin  ;  for  there  I  propofe  your  flaying  a  confidcrable 
time,  to  purfue  yoar  lludies,  learn  your  exercifes,  and 
form  your  maanera.  I  own,  I  am  not  without  my  anxiety 
for  the  confequence  of  your  Hay  there  ;  which  muft  be  ci- 
ther very  good  or  very  bad.  To  you  it  will  fee  entirely  a 
»ew  fcene.  Wherever  y©u  have  hitherto  been,  you  hav« 
converfed,  chitfly,  with  people  wifer  and  difcreeter  than 
yeurfelf,  and  have  been  equally  cut  of  the  v/ay  of  bad  ad- 
vice or  bad  example  :  but  in  the  Academy  at  Turin  you 
will  probably  meet  wxth  both,  eonfidering  the  variety  of 
young  fellows  of  about  your  own  age  ;  among  whom,  it  if 
to  be  expelled  that  fomc  will  be  di^pated  and  idle,  others 
vicious  and  profigate.  I  will  believe,  till  the  contrary 
appears,  that  you  have  fagacity  enough  to  diftinguifh  th« 
good  from  the  bad  charaders  ;  and  both  fenfe  a^td  virtue 
enough  to  (bun  the  latter,  and  conneft  yGurfelf  with  ;he 
former  :  but,  however,  for  greater  fecurity,  and  for  your 
fake  alon«,  I  muft  acquaint  you,  that  I  have  fent  pofuive 
erders  td  Mr.  Harte,  to  carry  you  olF,  inftantly,  to  a 
place  which  I  have  named  to  him,  upon  the  very  fir2; 
fymptora,  which  he  feall  difcover  in  ycu,  of  Drinking, 
Gaming,  Idlenefs,  or  Difobediunce  to  his  orders  ;  fo  that, 
V.  aether  Mr.  Harte  informs  me,  or  hoc,  of  the  particts* 
lars,  I  Siall  be  able  to  judge  of  your  condu^  in  general, 
fey  the  time  of  your  ftay  at  Turin.  If  it  is  (hort,  I  (hall 
know  why  ;  and  1  promife  you,  that  ycu  fhall  fooR  fmei 
thatLdo:  but,  if  Mr.  Harte  lets  you  continue  there,  ss 
IflBg  as  I  prapafg  yoa  ihoald,  I  fkall    theo    be  convinced, 

that 
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that  you  make  the  proper  ufe  of  votH"  time  ;  which  is  the 
only  thing  I  have  to  sfe  of  you.  One  year  is  th«  moft 
that  I  propofe  ycu  fhouM  fizj  at  Turin  ;  and  that  year, 
if  you  employ  it  well,  perfefts  you.  One  year  more  of 
your  late  application,  with  M.r.  Harie,  will  compleat 
your  Ckfilcal  Hudies^  You  will  be,  likewife,  mailer  ©f 
your  excrcifes  in  that  tisrie  ;  and  will  have  formed  your- 
felf  fo  welFat  that  Court,  as  to  be  fit  to  appear  advan- 
tageouflv  at  any  othej.  Thcfe  will  be  the  happy  effeds 
®f  your  year's  (lay  at  Turin,  if  yea  behave  and  apply 
yourfelf  there  as  you  have  doae  at  Leipfig  ;  but,  if  ehher 
iJi  advice,  or  ill  example,  afFed  and  fediice  you,  you  are 
ruined  forever  I  look  upon  that  year  as  ycur  dceifive 
year  of  probation  ;  go  through  it  well,  and  you  will  beall- 
accompliihed,  and  fixed  in  my  tendereft  affedion  for  ever : 
but,  fheuid  ihe  contagion  of  vice  or  idlencfs  lay  hold  of 
you  there,  your  charader,  your  fortune,  my  hopes,  and 
confequently  my  favour,  are  all  blailed,  and  you  are  un- 
done. The  more  I  love  you  now,  from  the  good  opinion 
that  I  have  of  you,  the  greater  will  be  my  indignanoTS  if 
I  (hould  have  rear3n  to  change  it.  Hitherto  y®u  have 
had  every  pofiib'e  proof  of  my  affedlon,  hecaufe  ycu  have 
deferved  it  :  bur.  when  yeu  ceafe  to  deferve  it,  you  may 
txpe^  .every  "pcSlblc  mark  of  aiy  refentrnent.  To  leave 
nothing  doubtful  upon  this  important  point,  I  will  teil  you 
fairly,  before-h^hd,  by  wh^t  rule  1  fha'I  judge  of  your 
condufl  :  by  Mr.  Hsrts's  accounts.  He  will  not,  I  am 
fure,  nay,  I  will  fay  more,  he  cannot  be  in  the  wrong 
with  regard  to  ycu.  He  can  have  no  other  view  but  your 
good  ;  and  you  wili,  I  am  fure,  aIIo^.v,  that  he  mufl  be 
a  bette'r  judge  of  ii  than  you  can  poiTibly  be  at  your  sge. 
While  he  is  ratified,  I  fnali  be  fo  too  ;  but  whenever  he 
is  dijTi:Kfic"e  wlih  you,  1  ftia'l  be  Buich  more  (o.  If  K§ 
(.Qmplains,  you  muft  be  guilty  ;  urd  1  Shall  not  hava  the 
leaft  rtii^^r^  for  any  thing  that  you  may  alledge  in  your 
cv^/n  (Jcfej'.ce. 

I  vt.'jll  now  tell  ycu  what  I  expe^l  and  infiH:  upon  from 
;i-oij  a:  Tnrin  :  firll,  That  you  purfue  your  ClafUcal  snd 
©ih^f  ^  ('udies,  every  iiiornisg,  with  Mr..  HaUe*  «^s 
long,  and  in  whatever  inanner,  Mr.  Hartc,  i^Jl  bs 
pleafed-  to  require  :  fecondly,  That  ycu  learn,  unin- 
|><5nuptedjy,    your     exercifes,    ©f  riding,     dancing,    and 

fsacir<g  : 
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feneifig  :  thirdly,  That  you  make  yourf«lf  mafter  of  the 
Italian  language  :  and,  Ial\ly,  That  you  pafs  your  even* 
ings  in  the  beft  cempany.  I  alfo  require  t  ftrift  coa*' 
formity  to  the  hours  and  rules  of  the  Academy.  If  yoi 
will  but  finiih  your  year  in  this  manner  at  Turin,  1  hav# 
nothing  farther  to  afk  of  yoi  j  and  I  will  give  you  every 
thing  that  you  can  alk  of  we  :  you  (hall  afier  that  be  eiB- 
tirely  yOMr  own  raafter  ;  I  {hall  think  you  Tafe  ;  fliall  lay 
afide  all  authority  over  you  ;  and  fricndfhip  ftiali  b«  ouf 
mutual  and  only  tie.  Weigh  thi?,  I  beg  of  you,  deli« 
beraiely,  in  your  own  mind  j.and  confidcr,  wherher  ths 
application,  and  the  degree  of  rcftraint,  which  I  require 
but  for  one  year  more,  will  not  be  amply  repaid  by  all 
the  advantages-,  and  the  perfedl  liberty,  which  you  will 
receive  at  the  end  of  if.  Your  own  good  fenfe  will,  I  ara 
fure,  not  allow  you  to  heiitate  one  moment  in  your  choice. 
God  blefs  you  \   Adieu. 

P.  S  Sir  James  Gray's  letters  cot  being  yet  fen t  me, 
as  I  thought  they  would,  I  fhall  inclefe  them  in  my  lext, 
which  I  believe  wiil  get  to  Venice  as  foon  as  you. 


LETTER      CXLVIL 

London,  April  the  12th,  O.  S.  1745* 
©EAR  BOY, 

I  Received,  by  the  laft  mail,  a  letter  from  Mr,  Harte, 
daced  Prague,  April  the  ift,  N.  S.  for  wliich  1  defire 
you  will  return  him  my  thacks,  and  sfTure  him  that  I 
extremely  approve  of  what  he  hai  done,  Jind  propo^et 
eventually  to  do,  in  your  way  lo  Turin.  Who  would 
have  thought  you  were  old  enough  to  have  been  fo  well 
acquainted  with  the  Hs-rbts  oi  ihc  Bellum  Trie ennnte,  as  to 
be  looking  cut  for  their  great  grandfon*  in  Bohemia^ 
with  that  sfedion  wih  which,  I  am  infer med,  you  feek 
for  the  Wallrteias,  the  ICififeis,  ^c.  As  I  cannoc  afcribs 
it  to  your  age,  I  rriui:  to  your  confummace  knowledge  oF 
Hiftory,  thftc  makes  every  country,  Siid  every  century^ 
as  it  were,  your  own.  Serioufiy  ;  I  am  tol,d,  that  yea 
are  both  very  ftrong  and  vtry  corrtd  in  KiSory  ;  of 
?^hi£h  I  am  extremely  glad.     Tiiis  i«  cfefwl  krowlecigec 
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Comff  ^ti  P«rroB,  and  Comte  Lafcaris,  ««  arrived 
kere  ;  the  foriiner  gave  roe  a  letter  from  Sir  Charles 
William?,  the  latiei*  brought  me  your  orders.  They  are 
very  pretty  men,  and  have  both  Knowledge  artd  Manners ; 
which,  though  they  always  ought,  feldoai  do  go  together, 
I  examined  them,  particularly  Comte  Lafcaris,  concern- 
ing you.  Their  report  is  a  very  favourable  one,  efpe- 
dally  on  the  fide  of  Knowledge  :  the  quicknefs  of  con- 
eeption,  which  they  allow  you,  I  can  eafiljr  credit  j  but 
ihe  aitendon,  which  they  add  to  it,  pleafes  me  the  more, 
SIS,  I  own,  I  expefted  it  h(s.  Go  on  in  the  purfuit  and 
the  incrcafe  of  Knowledge  :  nay,  I  am  fure  you  will-  fer 
70U  row  know  too  much  to  ftop  ;  and,  if  Mr.  Harte 
would  let  you  be  idle,  I  am  convinced  that  you  would  not. 
But  ROW  that  you  have  led  Leipfjg,  and  are  entered  into  tke 
great  world,  remember  there  is  another*"  objedl  that  mu^ 
keep  pace  wiih,  and  accompany,  Knowledge  ;  I  mean, 
Manners,  Felitenefs,  and  the  Graces,  in  whicia  Sir 
Charles  Williams,  though  very  much  your  friend,  ewns 
you  arc  very  deficient.  The  manners  of  Leipfig  muft  be 
Siook  off ;  and  in  that  refpeft  you  muft  put  on  the  Rewr 
man.  No  fcrambling  at  your  meals,  as  at  a  German 
ordinary;  ito  awkward  overturns  cf  glalTes,  plates, 
sad  falt-cellars  ;  no  horfe-play.  On  the  contrary,  a 
gentlcrcfi  of  manners,  a  graceftal  carriage,  and  an  in- 
iruba  jnj*  addrefs,  mud  take  their  place.  I  repeat, 
ssd  i^sall  Rcver  cesfe  repeating  to  yoa  T/se  Grac&t, 
the  QrGc§s. 

J  defire,  that,  as   fcon  as  ever  you    get   t©  Turin,  y»u 

will  apply  yourfelf  diiigenily    to    the    Italian  langoage  ; 

that,  before  you  leave  that  place,  you  may  *know  it  well 

enoj5gh  to  be  able  to   fpeak  tolerably    whe«    yea   get    c« 

Roane  ;  where    you    will    fcon    make    yourfelf  perfe^ly 

Ri^fier  of  JtalisR,  from   the    d^ily    neceffity  yoa     will    fee 

uniiir  of  fpeaking  it. ,    In  the    meaa  time,    I  inlift    upon 

your  not  negle^ing.  Much    lefs^  forgetting,  the    German 

ycu  rJready  know  :  which    you    may  rot  only    continue, 

fent  iRiprcve,   by  fpeakirg  it  conftantly  to  your  Saxon  boy, 

pnd,  as  often  ss  yoa  can,  to  tiie  feveral  Germans  yoa  will 

unect  in    your    travels.     You    remember,  no  doubt,   that 

yo8   mut   aever    write   to  me   ff4;«    Ttfirin,  fe«t    in,  the 

Gt^ftiia  lap^iane  tad  charsdcr. 

1.  I 
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I  fend  you  the  inclofcd  letter  of  recommtudatiofl  to  Mr* 
Smith,  the  King^s  conful  at  Venice  ;  who  can,  and  I  dare 
fay  will,  be  more  ufeful  to  you  there  than  awy  body. 
Pray  make  your  court,  and  bihave  your  befl,  to  Mon- 
fieur  and  Madame  Capello,  who  will  be  cf  gr«at  ufe  t« 
you  at  Rom€r    Adieu  !  Yours  tenderly. 
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London,  April  the  19th,  ©.  S.  if4«* 
©EAR  BOY, 

THIS  (etter  will,  I  believe,  ftiU  find  yoa  at  Venice, 
in  all  the  diffipation  of  Mafqueradcs,  Ridottos, 
Operas,  ^r.  Wirk  all  my  heart  ;  they  are  decent  even- 
ing araufements,  and  very  properly  fucceed  that  fericus 
application  to  which  I  am  fure  you  devote  your  mornings. 
There  arc  liberal  and  illiberal  plcafures,  as  well  as  liberal 
and  illiberal  arts.  There  are  fome  plesfures  that  degrade 
A  gentleman,  as  much  as  fome  trades  could  do.  SottiSb 
drinking,  indifcriminate  gluttony,  driving  coaches,  ruf- 
tic  fports,  fuch  as  /bx-chaces,  horfe-races,  ^c.  are  in  my 
opinion,  infinitely  below  the  honeft  and  indu^rious  pro« 
fe&ons  of  a  taylor  and  a  Ihoemaker,  which  are  (aid  t& 
deroger. 

As  you  are  now  in  a  muficial  country,  where  fiaging,  fid- 
dling, and  piping,  are  not  only  the  cotijmon  topics  of 
converfation,  but  almofl  the  principal  cbje^s  cf  attention  ; 
I  cannot  help  cautionieg  you  aga'mft  giving  into  ihofe  (I 
will  call  them  illiberal)  pleafures,  (though  mufic  is  coia- 
monly  reckoned  one  of  the  liberal  a>ts,)  to  the  degree  tha£ 
aioft  of  your  countrymen  do  when  they  travel  in  Italy, 
If  you  love  mufic,  hear  it  ;  go  to  operas,  concerts,  anoj 
pay  fiddlers  to  play  to  you  ;  but  I  infill  epos  your  neither 
piping  nor  fiddling  yourfelf.  It  puis  a  gentleman  in  a 
very  frivolous,  contemptible  light  j  brings  him  in:«  & 
great  deal  of  bad  company  ;  and  takes  up  a  great  deal  ©f 
time,  which  might  be  niuch  better  employed .  Few  things 
wohM  mortify  me  more,  than  to  fee  you  bearing  a  part  m 
a  concert,  with  a  iiddle  s&der  jQur  ehin.  er  a  pipe  ia 
year  nidutli^ 

I 
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I  havf  hil  a  great  deal  of  coaverfation  with  Comtt  i\M 
Perron»  and  Comte  Lafcaris,  upon  your  fubjeft  ;  and  i 
will  tell  yoH,  very  truly,  what  Corotc  clu  Perron  (who  is, 
in  my  opinidR«  a  very  pretiy  man)  faid  of  you.  // «  /e 
i*i/prif  uM  /f avoir  fm  csmmun  m  /on  agi,  um  grande 
fsmatitii  it  fuand  il  aura  prh  tits  mamitra  il/ira  par/dit  ; 
tar  il  faut  avutr  quil/ent  tnctrt  U  ctllegt  ;  mai$  <$la 
n$iendra,  I  was  vcfy  glad  to  hears  from  one  wkcm  I 
think  fo  good  a  judge,  that  you  wanted  nothing  but  dtj 
9anitres  ;  which  I  am  convinced  you  will  now  fooa  ac- 
quire, in  the  company  which  henceforwards  you  are  likely 
to  keep.  But  I  mull  add  too,  th^t,  if  yoa  fiiould  not 
acquire  them,  all  the  reA  will  b«  of  very  little  ufe  to  you. 
fiy  manitres,  I  do  not  mean  bare  common  civility  ;  every 
body  mud  have  that,  who  would  not  be  kicked  out  of  com« 
pany  :  but  I  mean  engaging,  infinoating,  Ihining,  Man- 
ners ;  a  ciftingttiihed  politeneft,  an  almcfl  irre/illihis 
addrefs,  a  fuperior  gracefulnefs  in  all  you  fay  and  do.  It 
is  this  alone  that  can  give  all  your  other  talents  their  fell 
Jailre  and  value  ;  and,  confeqaently,  it  is  this  which 
fticuld  now  be  the  principal  obje^  of  your  attention, 
©bferve  minutely,  wherever  you  go,  the  allowed  and 
eftabliihed  models  of  good-breeding,  ani  form  yourfelf 
•pon  them.  Whatever  pleafes  you  moft  in  others,  will 
iafallibly  pleafe  others  in  you.  I  have  often  repeated  this 
to  you  ;  now  is  your  time  of  putting  it  in  pra^ice. 

Fray  make  my  compliments  to  Mr  Harte  ;  and  tell 
him  I  have  received  his  letter  from  Vienna,  of  the  t^rfej 
N.  S.  but  that  I  fiiall  »ot  trouble  him  with  aa  anfwer  to 
it,  till  I  have  received  the  other  letter,  which  he  preaiiff^ 
ine,  upon  the  fubjeft  of  ®ne  of  my  ladh  I  long  t©  hear 
from  him,  after  your  fettlement  at  Turin  :  tks  months 
that  you  are  to  psfs  there  will  be  very  deci^ye  ones  for 
yoB.  The  cxercifes  of  the  Academy,  ana  the  manners  of 
Courts,  rneft  be  attended  to,  asd  acquired,  azsd  at  the 
fiime  time  yoer  other  ftudics  continued.  lam  fure  you 
will  sot  i^afs,  nor  de^re,  one  fmgle  idle  hour  there  ;  for  i 
do  not  forrfee  tliai  you  can,  in  any  psrtof  your  Ixf^,  put  ou': 
ix  months  to  greater  interejl,  than  thofe  fix  at  Turie. 

We  wIU  talk  hereafief  about  your  ilay  at  Rorae,  and  xm 
•ther  parts  of  lialy.  This  ©rily  I  will  naw  recommend  t« 
y«8  i  whivhas,  10  extia^  the  fpiri:  of  every  plaes  ycu^^-a 
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to*'  In  thofe  places,  which  are  only  diftinguifhed'  by 
claffical  fame,  and  valuable  remains  of  antiquity,  have 
your  Ciaffics  in  your  hand  and  in  your  head  :  compare  ihe 
ancient  geography,  and  defcripjons,  with  th?  modem; 
tnd  never  fail  to  take  notes.  Rome  wi'V'furnifh  voo  with 
bafinefs  enough  of  that  fort  :  but  then  it  furnifhcs  yoia 
with  many  other  obje^s,  well  deferving  your  attention  | 
fuch  as,  deep  eccteAattical  craft  and  policy.         Adieu. 


LET    T    E    R      CXLIX. 

London,  April  the  lyiht  O.  S.  I749« 
DEAR  BOY,  , 

I  Have  received  your  letter  from   Vienna  of  the  I9'h» 
N.  S.  which   gives    me    great    uneafin^f?    upon    Mr. 
Hartc's  account.     You  and  I  have    reafon    to  intereil  our- 
ielves  very  particularly  in  every  t^ing  that  relates  10  him. 
I  am  glad, .  however,  that  no  boae  is  broken  or  diflocated  ; 
which  being  the  cafe,  I  hope   he  will    have  been  able    to 
purfuc  his  journey  to  Venice  :  in  that  juppofition  1  direi^ 
this  letter  to  you  at  Turin  ;  where  it  will  either  £od»  or  at 
leatt  net  wait  very  long  for  you  ;  as   I    calculate  that  yoe 
will  be  there  by  the  end  of  next  month,  N,  S.I  hope  yoa 
refleft  kow  much  you  have  to  do  there,,  and  that  you  are 
determined  to  employ  everv  m«mfnt  of  your  tinye  accord* 
_  ingly.     You  have  your  claScal  and  feverer  ftuiiies  to  con- 
tinue with  Mr.  Hartc  ;  you  have  your  excrcifes  to  learn  ; 
the  turn  and  manners  of  a   Court  to   ac^aire  ;  referving 
always  fome  time  for  the  decent  amufements  and  pleafuies 
of  a  gentleaan.     You  fee  tha(- 1  am  never  againil  pleafurcs  ? 
I  loved  them  myfeif,  when  I  was  of  your  age  j  and    it  is 
as  reafonable  that  you  ih-ould    love  them  now.     But  I  in* 
fift  upon  it,  that  pleafures  are  very  combineabie  with  both 
bufinefs  and  ftudies^  and  have  a    much    better  relifti  from 
the  mixture.  'The    man    who   cannot  join  bufinefs   and, 
pleafure,  is  either  a  formal  coxcomb  in  the  one,  or  a  fen- 
fual  beaft  in  the  other.     Your  evenings   I    therefore   allot 
for    company,  affemblies,  balls,  and  fuch  fort   of  amufe- 
ments ;  as  I  look  upon  thofe  to  be  the  beft  fehools  for  the 
manners  of  a  gentleman  ;  which  nothing  can  give  but  ufe,^ 
okferv^^on,  md  experience.  _  Ycu  h^ve,  beiide.^,  Italian 
W  w  to 
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to  learn,  to  which  I  defire  you  will  diHgently  apply  :  fb* 
thougk  French  is,  I  believe  the  language  of  the  Court  8t 
Turin,  yet  Italian  will  be  very  neceffary  for  ygu  at  Rome 
and  in  other  parrs  of  Italy  ;  and  if  yoo  were  well  ground- 
ed  in  it  while  you  arc  at  Turin,  (at  you  eafily  may,  for  h 
is  a  very  eafy  language),  your  fubfequent  fiay  at  Rome 
will  make  ydo  perfed  in  it.  I  would  alfo  have  you  acquire 
s  general  notion  of  Fortifiwaiion  ;  I  mean  fo  far  as  not  to 
be  ignorant  of  the  terms,  which  you  will  often  hear  men- 
tioned in  company  ;  fuch  as  Ravtiint  Beftion^  Glacis^ 
Counfer/carpe,  &c.  In  order  to  this,  I  do  not  propofe  that 
you  ihould  mak&a  iludy  of  FortiBcation^  as  if  you  were 
to  be  an  Engineer  :  but  a  very  eaCy  way  cf  knowing,  as 
Biuch  as  you  need  know  of  them,  will  be  to  vifit  often  the 
fortifications  of  Turin,  in  company  with  (bme  old  <DfH<cer 
or  Engineer,  who  will  (how  and  explain  to  you  the  fe- 
veral  works  th em felves  ;  by  whieh  means  you  will  get  a 
clearer  notion  of  them,  than  if  you  were  to  fee  them  only 
upon  paper  for  fevea  years  together.  Qp  to  originals 
?vhenever  you  can,  and  truft  to  copies  and  jdefcriptions  as 
little  as  poffible.  At  your  idle  ht)urs,  while  you  are  at 
Turin,  pray  read  the  hiftory  of  the  houfe  ©f  Savoy,  which 
has  produced  a  great  many  vtry  great  men.  The  late  King^ 
Yidor  Amedee,  was  undoubtedly  one  ;  and  the  prelent  King 
i3,in  my  opinion,  another.  In  general,  I  believe  that  littk 
princes  are  more  likely  to  be  great  men,  than  thofe  whofe 
more  extenfivc  dominions  and  fuperior  flrength  flatter 
them  with  a  iecurjty,  which  commonly  produces  negli- 
gence and  indolence.  A  little  Prince,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  great  ones,  muft  be  alert,  and  look  out  fearp,  if 
he  would  fecare  his  own  dominions  |.  much  more  ftill,  if 
he  would  enlarge  them.  He  muft  watch  for  con- 
jun^jlures,-  or  endeavour  to  make  them.  _  No  Princes  have 
ever  poffeiTed  this  art  better  than  thofe  of  the  Houle  of 
Savoy.;  who  Have  enlarged  their  dominions  prodigioufly 
within  a  centiiry,  by  profiting  of  conjunctures. 

I  fend  you  here  inclofed,  a  letter  from  Com te  Lafcaris, 
who  is  a  warm  friend  of  yours  :  I  defire  that  you  will  ani 
fwer  it  \try  foon,  and  very  cordially  ;  and  renaeraber  to 
make  your  compliments  in  it  to  .  Comte  du  Perron.  A 
yoang  man  fhould  never  be  wanting  in  thefe  attentions  j 
they  coft  little,  and  bring  in  a  great  deal  by  geuing  you 
■  peopIe^s  good  word  and  affsdion.     They  gain    the  heart, 

to- 
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10  which  I  have  always  advlfed  you  to  apply  yourfelf  par- 
ticularly ;  it  guides  ten  tboufandy  for  one  thaflweafon  in- 
fluences. 

r  cannot  end  this  letter,  or  (I  believe)  any  other  without 
repeating  my  recommendation  of  thi  Graces,  They  are 
to  be  met  with  at  Turin  ;  for  God's  fake,  facrifice  ta 
them,  and  they  will  be  propitious.  Peopie  miftake  grofs- 
ly,  to  imagine  that  the  leail  awkwardnefs,  in  either  maiter 
or  manner,  mind  or  body,  is  an  indifferent  thing,  and  not 
worthy  of  attention.  It  may  poflibly  be  a  weaknefs  in' 
me  (feat  in  fhort  we  are  all  fo  made)  :  I  confcfs  ta  you 
fairly,  that  when  you  ihalj  come  home,  and  that  I  firft  fee 
ycu,  if  I  find  you  ungraceful  in  your  addrefs,  and  awkward 
in  your  perfon  and  drefs,  it  will^e  impoffible  for  me  to 
iove  you  half  fo  well  as  I  (hould  otherwife  d,o,  let  your  in- 
trinlic  merit  and  knowledge  be  ever  io  great.  If  that 
woiild  be  your  cafe  with  me,  as  it  really  would,  judge  how 
much  worfc  it  might  be  with  others,  who  hav«  not  the 
fame  aff"e«^ion  and  partiality  for  j'ou,  and  to  whofe  hearts 
you  mull  make  your  way. 

Remember  to  write  to  me  conftantly,  while  you  are  in 
Italy,  in  the  German  language  and  charaffler,  till  you  can 
write  to  me  in  Italian  ;  which  will  not  be  till  you  have 
been  fome  time  at  Rome. 

Adieu,  ray  dear  boy  :  may  you  turn  oat,  what  Mr. 
Harte  and  I  wifh  you  I  I  muft  add,  that,  if  )ou  do 
"^QX.^  it  will  be  both  your  own  fault,  and  your  own  mU- 
fortune. 


LETTER      CU 

London,  May  the  i^ih,  O.  S.  1749. 
DEAR  BOY, 

THIS  letter  will,  I  hope,  iind  you  fettled  to  your  fe- 
rious  ftudies,  and  your  neceflary  exercifes,  at  Turin, 
after  the  hurry  and  difiip.ation  of  the  Carnival  at  Venice, 
f  mean  that  your  (lay  at  Turin  ftioald,  and  1  flatter  myfelf 
that  \x  will,  be  an  ufeful  and  ornamental  period  of  your 
education  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  I  mufl:  tell  you,  crhat  all 
my  afFedlion  for  you  has  never  yet  given  me  fo  much  an- 
xiety as  that  which  I  now  feel.     While  you  are  in  danger, 
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2  (hall  be  %  fetf  ;  and  you  are  in  4anger  at  Turin.  Mf< 
Harte  will,  by  his  care,  arm  you  as  well  as  he  can  againft 
it  ;  but  your  own  good  ftnfe  and  refolutisB  can  alone 
make  you  invulnerab'e.  I  an  informed,  there  are  now 
XDan>  Englifh  at  the  Academy  at  7  aria  ;  and  I  fear  thofe 
arejuft  lo  many  dangers  for  you  to  cncounier.  Who  they 
are,  i  do  noc  know  i  but  I  well  know  ihe  general  ill-con- 
duA,  the -indecent  behaviour,  and  the  iliberal  views,  of 
my  young  countrymen  abroad,  efpecia^ly  wherever  they 
arc  in  numbers  together.  Ill  example  is  of  itfelf  danger- 
ous enough  :  but  thofe  who  give  it,  fdcom  Hop  there  ; 
they  add  their  infanous  exhortations  and  invitations  ;  and 
if  thcfe  fail,  they  have  recourfe  to  ridicule,  which  h  har- 
der for  one  of  yeur  age  and  inexperience  to  wuhiUnd  than 
either  of  the  former.  Be  u^^an  your  guard,  therefore,  a- 
gainft  ihefe  batteries,  which  will  all  be  pla^-ed  upon  you. 
Yeu  are  not  fent  abroad  t©  converfe  v/ith  your  own  coun- 
trymen :  among'  them,  in  general,  you  will  get  littie 
knowledge,  no  languages,  and,  1  am  Aire,  no  manners.  I 
defir^  that  vou  will  form  no  connexions,  nor  (v.hat  they 
impudently  cal!)  friendi^ips,  with  thefe  people  ;  which 
are,  in  truth,  only  combinations  and  canfpiracies  againft 
good  morals  and  good  manners.  There  is  commonly,  in 
young  people,  a  facility  that  makes  them  unwilling  to  re- 
fufe  any  thing  that  is  afked  of  ih'em  ;  maa-vaife  hmtty  that 
makes  them  -^^^mtA  to  refufe  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  an 
ambition  of  plearing  and  ikining  in  the  company  ih^ 
keep  :  thefe  feveraj  caufes  produce  (he  bcft  effeft  in  good 
company,  hot  the  very  wo?ft  in  bad.  If  people,  had  no 
vices  but  their  own,  few  would  have  fo  many  as  they  have. 
For  my  own  pare,  I  would  fooner  wear  oiher  people's 
cloches  than  their  vices  ;  and  they  would  fit  upon  me  jult 
as  vvCii.  I  h^peyou  will  have  nona  ;  bbt,  if  ever  you  have, 
i  beg,  at  h:.9L^  ^tt^  may  be  al)  your  own.  Vices  of  ad«pti» 
on  art",  cf  all  oihers,  the  molt  difgraceful  and  u'^paidona- 
ble.  There  are  degrees  in  vices,  as  wtW  as  in  virtues  ; 
and  I  muft  do  my  countrymen  the  juftice  to  fay,  they  ge» 
ncrclly  take  their  vices  in  the  lowell  d^egree.  Their  gaN 
lantry  is  ihe  infanious  mean  debauchery  of  ftews,  juftly  at- 
tended and  rewarded  by  the  lofs  of  their  heahh  as  well  as 
their  charafier.  Their  pleafures  of  ihe.'-able  end  in  beaft* 
ly  drankcnncfs,  low  riot,  brok?*i  windows,  and  very  often 
*-  (aa 
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(as  they  wcTl  deferve)  broken  bones.  They  g^me  for  the 
fake  of  the  vice,  not  of  the  ,  ariiufement  ;  and  therefore 
carry  h  to  exceis  ;  undo,  or  are  undone  by  their  compari* 
©05.  Bv  fuch  conduft  and  in  fuch' company  abroad,  they 
come  home  the  unimproved,  illiberal,  and  ungentleman- 
like  creacufes  ^hat  one  darly  fees  them;  that  is.  in  the 
Park  and  in  the  S-reets  :  for  one  rever  meets  them  isi 
goud  com  piny  ;  where  they  have  neither  manners  to  pre* 
font  ihemfelves,  nor  merit  to  b«  received.  Bat,  with  the 
manners  of  footmen  and  grooms,  they  afTutne  their  drefj 
too  i  for  you  muft  have  obierved  theni  in  the  (Ireets  here, 
in  dir-y  B;ue  frocks,  wiih  oaken  iUcks  in  ihe5r  haniis,  and 
their  hair  gieafy  nnd  un powdered,  Vncked  op  under  their 
hats  of  an  enormous  iize.  Ti)as  fi^a^ed  and  adorned  by 
their  travels,  they  become  the  dlfturbf^rs  of  playhoufes  5 
they  break  the  windows,  and  commonly  the  landlords,  of 
the  tavtrns  where  they  drink  ;  and  ar<J  at  once  ;he  fupport, 
the  terror,  and  the  viftims,  of  (he  bawdy -kdufes  they  frt*» 
^uent.  Thele  peor  mUlak?n  people  ihink  they  fhioc  : 
and  fo  they  do  indeed  ;  but  it  is  as  patrefadion  Ihines,  15 
the  dark 

I  am  not  now  preaching  to  you  like  an  old  fellow,  upon 
lither  religious  or  mc^ral  lexts  ;  I  am  perfuaded  yea  do  not 
want  the  beil  inilrudions  of  that  kind  :  but  I  am  advifing 
you  as  a  friend,  as  a  man  of  the  vyorld,  as  one  who  wcuM 
.noi  have  you  old  wlvile  you  are  young,  bat  would  have 
you  take  all  the  pleafures  that  reafon  points  out,  and  that 
deccr^cy  warrants.  I  will  therefore  fuppofe,  for  argu« 
rnent's-fake  (for  upon  no  ether  account  can  ii  be  fuppof- 
ed),  that  all  the  vices  above-mentioned  were  perfedl'y  in- 
nocent in  them'felves  ;  they  would  Hill  degrade,  vilify,  and 
iink,  thofe  who  praclifed  them  ;  would  obftru^  their  ri- 
ling in  the  world,  by  debaiing  their  charaders  ;  and^ive 
them  a  low  turn  of  mind  and  manners,  abfolutely  incon- 
fiftent  with  their  making  any  figure  in  upper  life  and  great 
feufmefs. 

What  f  have  now  faid,  together  with  yotir  own  good 
fenfe,  is,  1  hope,  fufficicnt  to  arm  you  againll  ths  reduc- 
tion, tlie  invitations,  or  the  p-cJigate  exhortations  (for  I 
cannot  call  ihem  lempcacians)  of  thofe  unf^fftuHAte  youngs 
people.  On  the  other  hand,  when  they  would  engage^ou 
if.  ihefe  fchemes,  content  yourfalf  with  a  decent  bat  lleady 
/  -  '  tefufai  i 
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fcfufal ;  ftvoid  controverfy  upon  foch  plain  points.  Yea 
are  too  yaung  to  convert  tliem,  and,  I  trufl,  too  wife  to 
be  converted  by  them.  Shun  ihcm  not  only  in  reality, 
feut  even  in  appearance,  if  you  would  be  weH  received  in 
good  company  ;  for  people  will  always  be  fliy  of  receiving 
1  man  who  csmes  from  a  place  where  the  plague  rages, 
let  him  look  ever  fo  healthy.  There  are  fomc  cxpreffions 
both  in  French  and  Sngl^fe,  and  fome  characters  both  in 
thofe  two  and  in  other  countries,  which  have,  I  dare  fay, 
jnifled  many  young  men  to  their  rmn  :  Une  honnete  de- 
iaucbij  une  jotie  debauche  ;  an  agreeable  rake^  a  man  •/ 
fleajurg.  Do  not  think  that  this  means  bebauchcry  and 
profligacy  :  nothing  like  it.  It  means,  at  moft,  the  acci- 
4ental  and  unfrequcnt  irregularities  of  fSTtb  and  vivacity, 
in  oppofition  to  dulnels,  formality,  and  Aant  of  fpirit.  A 
ccmmsrce  gallant i  infenfibly  formed  witha^  woman  of  fa- 
ihion  ;  a  glafs  of  vsine jor  two  too  much,  unwarily  taken 
in  the  warmth  and  joy  of  good  company  ;  or  fome  inno- 
cent frolic,  by  which  nobody  is  injured  ;  are  the  uimoft 
bounds  of  that  life  of  pkafure,  which  a  man  of  fenfe  and 
decency,  who  has  a  regard  for  his  charader,  will  allow 
liimfelf,  or  be  allowed  by  others.  Thofe  who  tranfgrefs 
tbem-^in  the  hopes  of  Ihining,  mifs  their  aim,  and  become 
infamous,  or  at  leail  contemptible. 

The  length  or  feortnefs  of  your  flay  at  Turin  will  fo^- 
dencly  inform  me  (even  though  Mr.  Harte  flK>uld  nor)  of 
your  conduft  there  :  for,  as  I  have  told  you  before,  Mr. 
"Harre  has  the  flri£lell:  orders  to  carry  you  away  immedi- 
ately, from  thence,  upon  the  firfl;  and  leaft  fymptom  of  in- 
fection that  he  difcovers  about  you  ;  and  I  know  him  te 
be  too  eonfcientioufly  fcrupulous,  and  too  much  your  friend 
and  mine,  not  to  execute  them  exadly.  Moreove-r,  I  will 
inform  you,  that  I  (ball  haveconflant  accounts  of  your  be- 
haviour, from  Comte  Salmour,  the  Governor  of  the  Aca- 
demy ;  whofeJon  is  now  here,  and  my  particular  friend. 
I  have  alfo  other  good  channels  of  jnteiligence,  of  which  I 
do  not  apprife  you.  But  fuppofiag  that  all  turns  out  well 
at  Turin,  yet,  as  1  propofe  your  being  at  Rome,  for  the 
Jubilee  at  Chriii.iias,  I  defire  that  you  will  apply  yourfelf 
diligently  to  your  exercifes  of  dancing,  fencing,  and  rid- 
ing, at  ths  Acadcm;/  ;  as  well  fat  the  fake  of  your  healih 
and  growih,  as  to  iaftiion  and  fupple  you.     Yuu  muft  not 
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Regies  yoar  drefs,  neither  ;  but  take  care  to  be  hkn  mf» 
Pray  fend  for  the  beft  Operator  for  the  teeth  at  Turin, 
where  I  fuppofe  there  is  fpme  famous  one  ^  and  let  him 
put  yours  in  perfect  order,  ^nd  then  take  care  to  keep 
them  fo  afterwards,  yourfelf.  You  had  very  good  teeth, 
and  I  hope  they  are  fo  ftill  :  but  even  thofe  who  have  bad 
ones,  ftiould  keep  them  clean  ;  for  a  dirty  mouth  is,  in 
my  mind,  ill  manners.  In  fhort,  neglect  nothing  that  can 
po^bly  pleafe.  A  thoufand  namelefs  little  things,  which 
nobody  can  defcribe,  but  which  every  body  feels,  confpire 
to  form  that  ivbcle  of  pleafing  ;  as  the  fcveral  pieces  of  z 
Mofaic  work,  thoirgh  feparaiely  of  little  beauty  or  value, 
when  properly  joined,  form  thofe  beautiful  figures  whicfe 
pleafe  every  body.  A  look,  a  gefture,  an  attitude,  a  tone 
©f  voice,  all  bear  their  parts  in  the  great  work  gI  pleafing. 
The  art  of  pleafing  is  more  particularly  necciTary  Iq.  yoar 
intended  profefiion,  than  perhaps  in  any  other  :  it  is,  in 
troth,  th^  firft  half  of  your  bufinefs;  for  if  you  do  not 
pleafe  the  Court  you  are  lent  to,  you  will  be  of  very  lictls 
life  to  the  Court  you  are  feni  from.  Pleafe  the  eyes  and 
the  ears,  they  will  introduce^  you  to  the  heart  ;  and,  i^ne 
times  in  ten,  the  heart  governs  the  underftanding. 

Make  your  court,  particularly,  and  fhow  diftinguifhc4 
sttei^tions,  to  fuch  men  and  women  as  are  bell  at  Courr^ 
higheft  in  the  falhion  and  in  the  opinion  ot  the  public; 
fpcakadvantageoofiy^f  them  behind  their  backs,  ifi  cors- 
panies  who  you  have  reafon  to  believe  will  t«ll  them  a- 
gain.  Exprefs  your  admiration  of  the  mariy  great  mea 
that  the  Houfe  of  Savoy  has  produced  :  obferve,  that  na- 
ture, inftead  of  being  cxhaufted  by  thofe  efforts,  feems  t» 
have  redoubled  them  in  the  perfons  of  the  prefent  King 
and  the  Duke  of  Savoy  :  wonder,  at  this  rate,  where  16 
will  end  ;  and  conclude  that  it  muil  end  m  the  govern-- 
ment  of  all  Europe.  Say  this,  likewlfe  v/here  it  ivill  pro- 
bably be  repeated  ;  but  fay  it  unaffedlediy,  and,  the  Jaft 
efpecially,  with  a  kind  of  eftjcuef.ent'.  Theie  little  arts 
are  very  allowable,  and  muft  be  made  ufe  of  in  the  ccorfe 
ef  the  world  ;  they  are  pleafing  to  one  party,  ufeful  to  the 
Dther,  and  injurious  to  nobody. 

What  I  have  faid  with  regard  to  my  countryiiien  m 
general,  does  not  extend  to  them  ay.  without  exception  ; 
?»£?«  are  (om^  who  hav§  both  merit  ?-r,d  jnanucr^,     Yoar 
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friend  Mr.  Stevens  is  among  the  latter,  aB^  I  approve  of 
your  connexion  with  him.  You  may  happen  to  meet 
with  feme  others,  whofe  friend&<p  may  be  of  grea:  ufe  to 
you  hereafter,  either  from  their  fuperior  talents,  or  their 
rank  and  for  tuna  ;  cultivate  ihem  :  but  then  I  defiro  that 
Mr.  Harte   may  be  the  judge  of  thofe  perfons. 

Adteu,  my  dear  child  I  ConHder  ferioufly  the  impor* 
tance  of  the  two  neact  years,  to  your  character,  your  figure^ 
lauad  yGur  fortuae. 
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:    London,  May  the  zzd^  O.  S.  1745. 
BEAU  BOY, 

Recommenced  to  you,  in  my  laft,  an  innocent  piece 
^^  of  art  ;  that  of  flattering  people  behind  their  backs,  in 
f  refence  of  thofe  who,  to  make  their  own  court,  much 
more  than  for  your  fake,  will  not  fail  to  repeat,  and  even 
amplify,  the  praife  to  the  party  concerned.  This  is,  of 
air  flattery,  the  moft  pleafing,  and  confeqaently  the  mall 
cffedlual.  There  are  other,  and  many  other  innoffenCve 
arts  of  this  kind,  which  are  neceffary  in  the  courfe  tf  the 
world,  and  which  he  who  pradifes  the  earlieft,  will  plcafe 
the  moft,  and  rife  the  fooneft.  The  fpirits  and  vivacity 
i»f  youth  are  apt  to  ncgleft  them  as  ufelcfs,  or  reje^  them 
as  troublefowe.  But  fubfequent  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence of  the  world  remind  us  of  their  importance,'  comnaon- 
ly  when  it  is  too  lare-  The  principal  of  thefe  things,  is 
the  maftery  of  one's  temper,  and  that  coolnefs  of  mind  and 
ferenity  of  Countenance  which  hinder  us  from  difcovering, 
hy  words,  aftioirt,  or  even  looks,  thofe  pnffions  or  fenti- 
cients  by  which  we  are  inwardly,  moved  or  agitated  ;  and 
the  difcovery  of  which  gives  cooler  and  abler  people 
fuch  infinite  advantages  over  as,  net  only  in  great  bufi- 
nefsf  but  in  all  the  mod  commom  occurrences  of  life.  A 
man  who  does  not  poifefs  himfelf  enough  to  hear  d:f/igree- 
able  things  without  vifible  marks  of  anger  and  change  of 
countenance,  or  agreeable  ones  without  fudden  borlis.of 
joy  and  expanfion  of  coimteuance,  is  at  the  mercy  of  every 
artful  knave  or  pert  cexcomb  :  The  former  will  provoke 
«r  plcafe  you  by   defigo,    to  catck   ungua-'ded   words -or 
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looks  ;  by  which  he  will  eafily   decypher    the   fjcrets   or 
your  heart,  of  which  yon^fliould  keep  the  key  yourfelf,  and 
truft  it  with  no  man  living  :  The  latter  will  by  his  abftrr- 
dity,  and  without  intending  it,    produce  the  fame  difcove- 
fie3,o£  which  other  people  will  avail    themfelves.     You 
will  fay,  poffibly,  that  this  coolnefs  mufl  be  conftitutional, 
and  confequently  does  not   de^nd  upoa  the  will  :  and  X 
will  allow  that  eoaditution  -  has  feme  power  "over  us  ;  but 
1  will    maintain,    too,    that  peaple    very  often,    toextufs 
themfelves,  very  unjuftly  accufe  their  conilitutions.      Care 
and  refiedion,  if  properly  ufed,  will   get   he  better  ;  and 
&  man  may  as  furely  get  a  habit  of  letung  ^h  reafon  pre- 
vail over  his  canffitution,  as  of  letting,  as  moft  people  do, 
the  latter  prevail  over  the  former.     If .  you    find    yourfeif 
fubje£l  to  fudden  ftarts  of  paSion,    ©r  madnefs,    (far  I  fee 
1)0  difference  between    them,    but  in    their  duration),    re- 
folve  within  yourfelf,  at  leaft,    never  to   fpeak   one  word, 
while  y«u  feel  that  emotion  within  you      Determine,  too, 
takeep  your  countenance  as. unmoved  and    unembarraiTed 
as  poffibje  ;  which  ilea  line fs  yoa  may  get  a  habit   of,  by 
conftant  atteation.     I  iiould  defire  nothing  better,  in  any 
negotiation,    than  to  have  to  do  with  one  of  ihefe  men  ot 
warm,  quick. pafiions  ;    which  1  would  take  care  t©  fet  in 
motion.      By  artful  provocations,    I  would  extort  rafh  and 
unguarded  expre^ons  ;   and,    by  hinting  at  all  the  feveral 
things  that  I  could  fufpe^,'  infallibly  difeover  ;he  true  one, 
by  the  alteration  it  oc'cafioned  in    the  countenance    of  the 
perfon.     P'-Jto  fdoliocon  penjieri  Jiretti^  h    a    moil    ufeful 
maxim  in  bufinefs      It  is  fo  aeceiTary  at  fbme  ga«nes,  fucb 
as  Berlan^  ^in%e^  ^c.   that  a  man  who  had  not  the  com- 
tnand  of  hit  temper  and  countenance,    would  infaJhbly  be 
undone  by  thofe  who  had,  even  though  they  played  fair  : 
Whereas,  in  bufinefs,  yoa  always  p<!ay  with    fharpers  ;    to 
whom,  at- lead,  you  Hiouid  give    no    fair   acivantages    .;  It 
may  be  objected,  th'at  [  am  now  recommenciing  difTimula- 
tion  to  you  ;  I  both  own  and  juftify  it.     It  has  been  long 
faid,  ^i  nefcit  diji'.tutari  nefcit  regnare  :  I  goftiit  farcher 
and  fay,  that  without  fome  diflimulaiion    no    bufinsfs  caii 
be  carried  on  at  all.      It  is  (imulation  that    is  faile,"  mean, 
and  criminal  :  that  is  the  cunning  which  Lor.i  Bacon  caKs 
crooked  or  left-handed  wifdom,    and  y^'b^sh  i*  never  mada 
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n(h  of  but  by  thofe  who  have  not  true  wifdom.  And  th^ 
fame  great  man  fays,  that  diffimalaticn  is  only  to  hide  ouf 
own  cards  ;  whereas  rimulation  is  put  on  in  order  to  lo«k 
into  other  people's.  Lord'  Bbiinbrock,  in  his  *•  ldea"of  a 
patriot  King,"  which  he  h^s  lately  publifced,  and  which 
I  will  fend  you  by  the  firft  opportunity,  feys,  very  juftly, 
fhat  fimslation  is  ?>.  fitktto  ;  not  only  an  unjjft  but  an  un- 
lawful "weapon,  and  che  ufe  of  it  stxy  rarely  tobe  excufed, 
Eevcr  juftified  :  Whereas  diBmtlation  is  a(h'eld,  as  fecre- 
cy  is  armour  ;  and  it  is  no  m^ore  poffible  to  preferve  fc- 
crecy  in  bufinefs,  without  forae  degree  of  diffiunn  ation, 
than  it  is  to  fucceed  in  bufinefs  wjthour.  fecrecy.  He  goes 
on,  and  fays,=  that  thofe  two  art*,  of  dii5malation,  and  fe» 
crecy,  are  like  the  aflay  mingkd  with  pure  ore  ;  a  little  i$ 
necefiary,  and  will  net  debafe  the  coin  below  its  proper 
ftandard  ;  bst  if  more  than  that  little  be  employed  (that 
is,  fimulation  and  cunning)  the  coin  lofes  its  carrency^ 
and  the, coiner  his  credit. 

Make  yourfelf  abfolute  aafter,  therefore,  cf  yoar  tem- 
per, and  your  countenance,  fo  far  at  leaft,  as  *that  no  viS« 
ble  change  do  appear  in  either,  whatever  you  may  feel  in* 
wardly.  Thi's  may  be  diScult,  but  it  is  by  no  means 
hnpofHble  t  an4  as  a  man  of  fenfs  never  attempts  impo^» 
bilities  on  one  hand,  on*  the  Other  he  is  never  difcouraged 
by  dif&cultics  :  on  the  contrary,  he  redoubles  his  induftry 
2nd  his  diligence,  he  perfeveres,  and  infalHbly  prevails  at 
I'aft.  (a  any  point,  which  prudence  bids  y<5u  pi^rfae,  and 
which  a  manifeft  atility  attends,  let  difficulties  only  ani- 
hiate  your  rndsilry,  not  deter  you  from  the  purfcft.  If 
one  way  has  failed^  try  another  ;  be  a^ive,  perfenre,  and 
yoa  will  conquer.  Some  people  are  to  be  reafoied,  foaife 
flattered,  feme  intimidated,  and  feme  teafed  into  a  thing  ^ 
but,  in  general,  all  are  to  be  brought  into  it  at  laft,,  if 
(feilfuily  applied-  to,  properly  managed^  and  indelatigably 
attacked  in  their  feveral  weak  places.  The  time  fiould 
fikewife  be  judicioufiy  chofen  :  eve^y  man  has  his.  molliq 
tempiira^  but  that  13  far  from  being  all  day  long  ;-  and 
iyou  would  chufe  yocr  time  very  il',  if  you  applied  to  a 
man  about  one  bufinefs,  when  his  head  was  full  of  ano- 
ther, or  when  his  heart  was  fail  ©f  grief,  anger,  or  any  o-* 
rher  difagrecable  fentiment. 
^-  ■     ■  U 
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In  or4er  to  judge  of  the  infide  of  others,  ftudy  you? 
pwti  :  for  men  in  general  arc  very  much  alike.;  and  tho* 
one  has  one  prevailing  paflion,  and  another  has  anoiher, 
yet  their  operations  arc  much  the  fame  ;  and  whatever 
engages  or  difguftt,  pleafes  or  of-nds  you,  in  others,  will, 
mutatis  mutanafi/,  engage,  difguft,  pleafe,  or  oifend  others, 
in  you  Obfervc,  with  th&  utmoft  attention,  all  the  ope- 
raions  of  your  own  mifY4,  the  nature  of  your  paffions,  and 
the  various  motives  that  derermine  your  will  ;  and  yon 
may,  in  a  great  degree,  kvtow  all  mankincl.  Forinftance, 
do  you  find  yourfelf  hurt  and  mortified,  when  another 
makes  you  feel  his  fuperiority,  and  your  own  inferiority, 
jn  knowledge,  parts,  rank,  or  fortune  ?  you  will  certainly 
fake  great  care  not  to  make  a  perfon,  whofe  good  will, 
good  word,  intereft,  efteem,  or  friendship,  you  would 
gain,  feel  that  fuperiority  in  you,  in  cafe  you  have  it.  If 
difagreeable  infinuations,  fly  fneers,  or -repeated  contradic- 
tions, t«aze  and  irratate  you,  would  you  ufe  them  where 
you  wifhcd  to  engage  and  pleafe  ?  Surely  net ;  and  I  hope 
you  vvi{h  to  engage  and  pleafe  almoft  univerfally.  The 
temptation  of  faying  a  fnaart  and  witty  thing,  or  hn  mot  y 
snd  the  malicious  applayfe  with  which  it  is  commonly  re- 
eeived  ;  has  made  people  who  can  fay  ihem,  and,  (liil  of- 
tener,  people  who  think  they  can,  but  cannot," and  yet  try, 
giore  enemies,  and  implacable  ones  too,  than  any  one  o- 
ther  thing  that  I  know  of.  When  fuch  things,  then>  ihal! 
happen  to  be  faid  at  your  expence,  (as  fbr^etinies  they 
certainly  will),  it^cB.  feriouflv  up')n  the  fentiments  of  ua- 
eadnefs,  anger,  and  refentment,  which  they  excite  in  you; 
and  confider  whether  it  can  be  prudent,  by  the  fame 
means,  to  excite  the  fame  fentiments  in  others  again (l  you. 
It  is  a  decided  folly,  to  lofe  a  friend  for  a  jefl  ;  but,  in 
my  mind,  it  is  not  a  much  tefs  degree  of  foily,  to  make 
^n  enemy  of  an  indifferent  and  neutral  perfon,  for  the  fake 
of  a  ^tf«  jw«/..  When  things  of  this  kir.d  happen  to  bc- 
faid  of  you,  the  moll  prudent  way  is  to  feern  not  to  fup- 
pofe  that  they  are  meant  at  you,  but  to  difreinble  and  con- 
ceal whatever  degree  of  ang^r  you  may  feel  inwardly; 
2nd,  Ihould  they  be  (o  plain  that  you  cannot  be  fuppofed 
ignorant  of  their  meaning,  to  join  in  the  laugh  of  the 
company  again  ft  yourfelf  J  acknowledge  the  hit  to  be  a 
fair  one,  and  the  jeft  a  good  one,    and  play  cfF  the  whole 

lijing 
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thirg  in  feeming  good'humour :  but  by  no  means  reply 
in  the  fame  way  ;  which  6nly  ihowS  that  ypu  are  hurt, 
and  publi'fhcs  the  vidory  which  yecu  might  have  corceaU 
ed.  Should  ih^  thing  faid/ indeed,  injure  your  honour, 
or  moral  chara£^er,  there  is  but  one  proper  reply  ;  which 
I  hope  you  never  will  have  occafion  to  make.  As  the  fff- 
Siale  part  of  the  world  has  fome  ir^fluence,  and  often  too 
much,  over  the  male,  your  condudl,  with  regard  to  wo- 
fticn,  {[  mean  women  of  faihion,  for  I  cannot  fuppofe  yoa 
capable  of  converfing  with  any  others),  defcrves  fome  fh arc 
in  your  reflexions.  '  They  are  a  nun.erous  ami  loquacious 
body  :  their  hatred  woald  be  mote  prejudicial,  than  their 
frierd(hip  can  bb  advantageous  to  you.  A  general  com- 
plaifance,  and  attention  to  (hat  fex,  is  therefore  eftablifii* 
ed  by  cuftora,  and-  cert  inly  neceflary.  But  where  yoa 
would  particularly  please  any  one,  whofe  fituation,  int-jr- 
eft,  or  conneftion?,  can  be  of  ufe  to  ydu,  ^you  muft  ihow 
particular  preference.  The  leall  attentions  p'eafe,  the 
greateft  charm,  them.  The  innocent,  but  pleafing  flattc 
ly  of  their  perfons,  however  grcfs,  is  greedily  fwallewed, 
snd  kindly  digel^ed  ,;  but  ?  feeming  regard  for  their  un-^ 
derflardingf,  a  feeming  dtCiire  cf,  and  deference  for  their 
advice,  together  with  a  feemjng  confidence  in  their  moral 
vir  nes,  turn  their  heads  entirely  in  your  favour.  Noth- 
ing fliocks  them  fo  mach  as  the  leaft  appearance  of  that 
contempt,  ivhich  they  ate  apt  to  (ufpcSi  men  of  entertain-* 
jng  of  their  capacides  :  and  you  may  be  very  fure  of  gain- 
-ing  their  fiic':>diliip,  if  you  feern  to  think  it  worth  gain- 
ing- Kere  rJiffi'muiation  is  very  often  neceiTiry,  and  even 
finnula'ion  forrfctimes  allowable  ;  which,  as  it  pleafes 
them,  may  be  ufeful  to  you,  ar.d  is  injurious  to  nobody. 

*  This  torn  fhect^  which  f  did  ret  obfcrve  when  I  be* 
g.in  upv^n  it,  as  it  aiters  the  figure,  fhortens  too  the  length 
of  m.y  letter.  Ir  may  very  wrll  afford  it  :  my  anxiety  for 
you  carrier  me  irtfenfibly  to  thefe  lengtb^.  I  am  apt  ta 
fintter  myfclf,  that  my  experience  at  the  latter  end  of  rny 
life,  may  be  of  ufe  to  you  at  the  beginning  of  yours  ;  and 
i  do  not'  grudge  the  greatefl  troub'e,  if  it  can  procure  ycu 
the  leiil  advaniage.     I  even    repeat  fref|uent)y    the    famg 

things, 

*    Tl^e  origin fil  is  ntritf^n    upsn  c  Jhtit  of  pafer^  tht 
fQtntr  of  lAjhifh  is  iorrio 


lETTERS  TO  HIS  SON,  33^ 

thing*,  the  better  to  imprint  them  on  your  young,  and  I 
fuppofe  yet  giddy,  mind  ;  and  I  (hall  think  that  part  of 
my  time  the  beft  employed,  that  contributes  to  make  you 
empioy  yours  well.     God  blefs  you,  child  I 

'T"""  ^   -     I  -I  •  -     ■•  I  r    -  I    1    '.  .1  ■!  I.     1  .1" .  '  i.j '     II  »    '  '    •  "  _  " 
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London,  June  the  16th,  O.  S.  1749. 
DEAR  BOY, 

I  Do  not  guefs  where  this  letter  will  find  you  ;  but  I 
hope  it  will  find  you  well  :  I  dircd  it,  eventually  to 
Laubach  ;  from  whence,  I  fuppofe,  you  have  taken  care 
to  have  your  letters  Tent  af^er  you.  I  received  no  account 
from  Mr.  Harte  by  lad  poft  ;  and  the  mail  due  this  day 
is  not  yet  come  in  ;  fo  that  my  informations  come  down 
no  lower  than  the  '2d  of  June,  N  S.  the  date  of  Mr. 
Harte*s  fa%letter.  As  1  am  now  eafy  about  your  health, 
I  am  only  curioii'^  about  your  motions,  which  I  hope  have 
been  either  to  Infprack  or  Verona  ;  for  I  difapprove  ex- 
tremely of  your  prop^fed  long  and  troubiefome  j>urney  to 
Switzerland.  Wherever  you  may  be,  I  jecommend  to  yosi 
to  get  as  much  Italian  as  you  can  before  you  go  either  to 
Rome  or  Naples  :  a  little  will  be  of  great  ufe  to  you  upoq, 
the  road  ;  and  the  knowledge  of  the  grammatical  part, 
which  you  can  eafily  acquire  in  two  or  three  months,  wilt 
not  only  facilitate  your  progrefs,  but  accelerate  your  per. 
fedlion,  in  that  language,  when  you  ga  to  thofe  places  "^ 
where  it  is  generally  fpoken,  as  J^TapIes,  Rome,  Florence, 

Should  the  Hate  of  your  health  not  yet  admit  of  your 
ufual  application  to  books,  you  msy»  is  a  great  degree, 
and  I  >tOpe  you  will,  repair  that  lofs,  by  uleful  and  in- 
ftru^tive  converfations  wjih  Mr,  Harte  :  you  may,  for  ex- 
ample, defire  him  to  give  you,  in  converfation,  ihs  out- 
lines, at  leaft,  of  Mr.  Locke's  Logic,  a  general  notion  of 
Ethic?,  and  a  verbal  epitome  of  Rhetorif:  ;  of  all  which, 
Mr.  Harte  will  give  j-^ou  clearer  ideas  in  half  an  hour  by 
word  of  mouth,  than  the  books  of  mod  of  the  dull  fellows 
who  have  written  upon  thofe  fubje^ls  would  do  in  a  week. 

I  have  waited  fo  long  for  the  poft,  which  I  hoped  would- 
come,  that  the  polt,  which  is  juH  going  our,  obliges    me 

to 
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to  cut  thU  Utter  ihort.     Gad   bfefs  ycu,   siy  dear  child, 
«lid  reftore  you  foon  to  perfe6l  health  ! 

My  compliments    to  Mr.  Hartc  ;    to  whofe  care,   your 
Ufe  ii  the  leall  thing  that  you  owe. 
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• 
Londoi^,  June  the  2zd,  O.  S.  1740» 
1>EAR  BOV. 

THE  outfide  of  your  letter  of  the  ytli,  N  S.  'direfted 
by  your  own  hand,  gave  me  mere  pleafure  than  the 
itilide  of  any  other  letter  ever  did.  I  received  it  yefter- 
day,  at  the  fame  time  with  one  ftona  Mr.  Harfe,  of  the 
6th.  They  arrived  at  a  very  proper  time  ;  for  they  found 
a  confultation  of  Phyficians  in  my  room,  upon  accoitnt  of 
a"  fever,  which  I  had  for  four  or  five  days,  but  which  has 
aow entirely  left  me.  As  Mr.  Harts  fayst  thatyour  lungs 
nfiw  and  thin  give yau  a  little  pain^  and  ihif.  yot^ fwel'ling* 
iome  and  go  varidkly  ;  but  as  he  mentions  nothing  of  your 
coughing,  fpitting,  or  fweating,  the  do«Sors  take  it  for 
granted  ihat  yoa  are  entirely  free  from  ihofe  three,  bad 
{ymptoms  ;  and  from  thence  conclude,  that  the  pain, 
which  you  fi)metimes  h&\  upon  your  lungs,  is  only  fympto- 
aiatical  of  your  rheumatic  diforder,  from  the  preiTure  cf 
the  mufcies,  which  hinders  the  free  play  of  the  lungs.  But 
however,  as  the  lungs  are  a  point  of  the  utmoft  importance 
and  delicacy,  they  itiiift  upon  your  drinking,  ^t  al!  events, 
aiTcs  milk  (wice  a  day,  and  gcat's  whey  as  often  as  you 
pleafe,  th,:  oftener  the  better  :  in  your  common  diet,  they 
recommend  an  attention  to  perioral?,  fuch  as  fago,  barley, 
turnips.  Cffr.  Thefe  rules  are  equally  good  in  rheumatic^ 
as  in  ctTifumc tive  cafes  :  you  vsiU  therefore,  I  hope, 
ftridtly  obferve  them  ;  for  I  take  it  for  granted  you  are  a- 
bove  the  fitly  likings,  or  diflikirgs,    in  which  Ally  people 

'  indulge  their  talles  at  the  expence  of  their  healths. 

i  approve  of  your  goin^  to  Venice,  as  much  as  I  difap- 

^proved  of  your  going  to  Switzerland.  J  fuppofe  that  you 
are  by  this  time  anWed  ;  and,  in  that  fuppcfiiion,  1  di- 
re^ this  letter  there  But  if  you  iliould  find  the  lieat  too 
great,  Qt  £he  water  oifenfive,   at  this  time  cf  the  year, .  I 

would 
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1?ou1d  have  you  go  immediately  to  Verona,  and  flay  thern 
till  the   great    htats  are  over,  before  you  return  to  Venice^ 

The  time  you  will  probably  pais  at  Veuice,  will  allots, 
you  to  make  yourfelf  mafter  of  that  intricate  and  Angular 
form  of  government,  which  few  of  our  travellers  know  any 
thing  of.  Read,  aik,  and  fee,  every  thing  that  is  relative 
to  it.  There  are,.  Hkewife,  many  valuable  remains  of  the 
remoteft  antiquity,  and  many  fine  pieces  of  the  AmUo  Ma- 
ileHa  ;  all  which  deferye  a  di^erent  fort  of  attention  froriii 
that  which  your  countrymen  commonly  give-thcm.  Tkey 
go  to  fee  the ra,  as  they  gv>  to  fee  the  Liens,  and  Kings  oa 
horfcback,  at  the  Tower  here  ;  only  to  fay  that  they  have 
feen  them.  You  will,  I  am  fure,  view  them  in  another 
Ijght  ;  y43u  will  confider  them  as  yo«  would  a  Poem,  to 
which  indeed  they  are  akin.  You  will  obferve,  whether 
the  fculptor  has  animated  his  ftone,'or  the  painter  his  can- 
vas, into  the  juft  cxprefiioo  of  ihofe  fentiroents  and  paS- 
ons,  which  fhould  charadlerife  and  mark  cheir  feveral  fi^ 
^ures.  Vou  will  examine  likcwife,  whether  in  their  groupe* 
ihcrc  be  an  unity  of  ailion,  or  proper  relation,  a  truth  of 
drefs  and  manners.  Sculpture  and  painting  are  very  juft* 
Jy  called  liberal  arts  \  a  lively  and  ftrong  imagi  natton>  tG'^ 
gcther  with  ajaft  obfervaiion,  being  abfjlutely  neceflary  to 
excel  in  either :  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  by  no  means  the 
cafe  of  tkufic,  though  called  a  liberal  art,  ar.d  now  it  Italy 
placed  even  above  the  other  two  ;  a  proof  of  the  devline 
of  that  country.  The  Venetisn  fchool  produced  many 
great  painters,  fuch  as  Paul  Veronefe,  Titian,  PalTXi<f, 
i^c.  by  whom  you  will  fee,  as  well  in  private  hOuTes,  as  iji 
churches,  very  fine  pieces.  The  Lail  Supper,  by  Paul 
Veronefe,  in  the  church  of  St.  George,  is  reckoned  his  ca- 
pital perfi^rmance,  and  deferves  your  attention  ;  as  does  alfo 
the/amous  pi£lure  of  the  Cornaro  family,  by  Titian.  A 
talle  of  fculpture  and  painting  is,  m  xsij  mind,  as  becom- 
ing, as  a  tafte  of  fiddling  and  piping  is  unbecoming,  a  raan 
of  fafhion.  The  former  is  connefled  with  Hiftcry  andPoe- 
iry  ;  the  latter  with  nothing  that  I  know  of,  but  bad 
Company, 

Learn  Italian  as  fafl  as  ever  you  can,  thst  yoa  way  b« 
able  to  underftand  it  tolerably,  and  fpeak  it  a  little,  be» 
fore  you  go  to  Rome  and  Naples.  Tbcfe  are  m-^ny  gocr^ 
Hiitorians  in  tbat  language,  and  e^celUns  Traniiaticns  cf 

t}MB 
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jthe  ancient  Greek  and  Latin  Authors  ;  which  are  tailed 
the  Cellanit  :  but  the  only  iwo  Iialian-Poets.  that  deferve 
your  acquaintance,  are,  Ariofto  and  Taffo  ;  and  they 
undoubtedly  have  great  merit. 

,  ^  Make  my  corop?iments  to  M^r.  Harte  ;  and  tell  him, 
that  I  have  confulted  about  hU  leg  ;  and  that,  if  it  was 
pT>ly  a  rprain,  he  ought  to  keep  a  tight  bandage  about  the 
part,  for  a  confideiabie  time,  and  do  nothing  elfe  tb  it* 
Adieu  1  Jubeo  tt  hm  valert. 


L    E    T    T    E    R      CUV. 

LondoB,  July  the  6th,  O.  S.  X74f. 
BEAR  BOY, 

AS  I  am,  now  no  longer  in  pain  about  your  health, 
which,  I  truft,.  is  perfectly  reflored  ;  and  as,  by  .the 
various  accounts  I  have  .had  of  you,  J  need  not  be  in  pain 
about  your  learning  ;  our  correfpbndence  may,"  for  the 
future,  turn  upon  lefs  important  points,  comparatively  ; 
thoiigh  ftill  very  important  ones  :  Lraean,  the  Knov^ ledge 
of  the  World,  Decorum,  Manners,  Address,  and  all  thofe 
(commonly  called  little)  accomplilhrnents,  which  are  ab* 
folotely  neceiTary  to  give  greater  accomplifhments  their 
full  value  and  luftre. 

Had  I  the  admirable  ring  of  Gyges,  which  rendered 
the  wearer  invifible  ;  and  had  I,  at  the  fame  tiine,  thofe 
magic  powers,  which  ^ert  very  common  formeriv,  but 
are  now  very  fcarce,  of  tranfportin^  myfeif,  by  a  wiih, 
to  any  given  place  ;  ray  fi;Il  expedition  would  be  so  Venice, 
there  to  >v<:oK«5;7>^  y&u,  uofeen  myfeif.  1  would  firft  lake 
you  in  the  morning  at  b.eakfaft  with  Mr,  Harre,  and 
attend  to  yfiur  natural  and  unguarded  ccnverfation  v/ith 
him  ;  from  whence,  f  think,  1  couid  pretry  well  judge  of 
your  natural  turn  of  mind.  How  ]  iUould  rtjoice,  if  I 
overheard  vou  afkiav'  him  pen^nert  queOions  upon  ufeful 
fubje^s-l  or  maki-.g  judicious  reiiedions  upon  the  ftudiea 
of  that"  morning,  or  the  occurences  o^  die  formei  day  V 
yhen,  I -would  follow  you  into  the  c^ifVrent  companies  of 
the  day,  and  carefully  obferve  in  v.'hat  rr\3iir.er  you  pre- 
fented  yourfelf  to,  and  behaved  you'ielf  with,  men  of 
fenfe  and    dignity  ;  whether  vour  addrcfs    was  refpe^^'ful, 

and 
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Iftd  yiet  cafy  ;  ycur  air  modeft,  and  yet  unembarraiTed  i  and 
1  would  at  the  fame  tiriic,  penetrate   into  their  thoughtSj 
In  order  to  know   whether  your  firft  alford  made  that  ad- 
vantageous imprcffion    upon  their  fancies,  which  a  certain 
addrefs,  air,  and    manners,  never   fail  doing.     I  would, 
afterwards,  follow  you    to   the    mixed   companies  of  the 
evening  ;  fu«h   as  alTemblies,    fuppers,    ^<r.    and    there 
watch  if  you  trifled  gracefully  and  gentcely  ;  if  your  good* 
breeding  and   politcrtcfs    made    way  for   your    parts   and 
knowledge.     With    what   pleafure   Ihould  I  hear    people 
cry  cut,  Ch  garhafo    Cavalieret  com*    e  pu/ito,  difin'VoltQ^ 
/pirito/o  /  If  all   thefe    things  turned    out  to  my  mind,  I 
would  immediately  afTume  my  own  ihspe,  become  vifible, 
and  embrace  you  ;  but  if  the  contrary  h3y)ened,  I  would 
preferve  my  inviftbility,  make    the  bell  of  my  way  homa 
again,  and    fink  my    difappointment    upon  you   and    the 
world.      As,  unfortunately,  thefe  fupernatural    powers    o^ 
Genii,  Fairies,  Sylphs,  and  Gnomes,  have    had   the  fate 
of  ^he  oracles  they  fucceeded,  and    have    ceafed   for  (otnt 
time,  I  mull  content  myfelf,   (till  we  meet  naturally,  and 
ia  the  common  way), with   Mr.  Harre's   written    accounts 
of  you,  and  the    verbal  ones    which    I    now  and  then  re- 
ceive from  people  who  have  feen  yc«.     However,   I  helie»/e. 
It  would  do  you  no  harm,  if  you  would    always    imagine 
that  I  were  prefent  dnd  faw  and  heard  every  thing  you  did 
and  faidi 

There  is  a  ceT^aifi  cbncurrSnce  r;?  various  Wt'tH  circum- 
dances*  which  ccmpofe  wk^t  the  French  call  /'  aiwahie  i 
and  whici^,  now  yOu  are  entering  into  the  vvorld,  you 
ought  to  makf  it  your  particular  tludy  to  acquire.  With- 
out them,  your  learning  will  be  pedantry  ;  your  convej^- 
fation  ofceji  improper-,  always  unpicafant  ;  and  your  fi- 
gure, however  good  in  icfelf,  awkward  and  uft^'gaging. 
A  diamond,  while  rough,  has  indeed  its  infringe  value  * 
but,. till  poliflied,  is  of  no  ufe,  and  would  lieither  ba 
fought~far,  nor  worn.  Its  great  luftre,  it  is  trUe,  proceeds 
from  its  foiidity  and  ftrong  cohefion  of  parts  ;  bur,  with* 
Out  the  lalt  polifti,  it  would  remain  for  ever  a  dirty, 
rough  mineral,  in  the  cabirtets  of  fume  few  emious  cot- 
le^ors.  You  have,  I  hope,  thar  foiidity  and  c^hefioaof 
parts  ;  take  now  as  much  pains  to  get  the  kift>e.  Good 
tompany,  jf  you  make  the  right  ufe  of  it,  v/jil  cut  you  in 
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to  .  ftiape,  and  give  you  the  true  brilliant  polifh.  ji 
propos  of  diamonds  ;  I  have  fent  you,  by  Sir  James  Gray 
the  King's  MInifter,  who  will  be  at  Venice  about  the 
middle  of  September,  my  own  diamond  buckles  ;  which 
are  fitter  for  your  young  feet,  than  for  my  old  ones  t  they 
will  properly  adorn  you  ;  they  would  only  cxpofe  me.  If, 
Sir  James  finds  any  body  whom  he  cap  trufl,  and  who  will 
be  at  Venice  before  him,  he  will  fend  them  by  that  per* 
fon  ;  but  if  he  Ihould  not,  and  that  you  Ihould  be  gone 
from  Venice  before  he  gets  there,  he  will  in  that  -  cafe 
give  them  to  your  Banker,  Monfieur  Cornet,  to  forward 
to  you  wherever  you  may  then  be.  You  are  now  of  an. 
age,  at  which  the^  adorning  your  peifon  is  oot  only  not 
ridiculous,  but  proper  and  becoming.  Negligence  would 
imply,  either  an  4ndiiFercnce  about  plcafing,  ox  elfe  an 
infolent  fecurity  of  pleafmg,  without  ufing  ihofe  means  ta 
which  others  are  obliged  to  have  recourfe.  A  thorough 
deanlinefs  in  your  perfon  is  as  necefTary  for  your  own 
health,  as  it  is  not  to  be  oiTenfive  to  other  people.  Wafh- 
ing  yourfelf,  and  rubbing  your  body  and  limbs  frequently 
with  a  flefli-bfiiih,  will  conduce  as  much  to  health  as  to 
deanlinefs.  A  particular  attention  to  the  cleanlinefs  of 
your  mouth,  teeih,  hands,  and  nails,  is  but  common  de- 
cency, in  order  not  to  offend  people's  eyes  and  nofes. 

I  fend  you  here  inetofed,  a  letter  of  recommendation  to 
the  Duke  ©f  Nivernois,  the  French  EmbaiTador  at  Rome  ^ 
who  i^,  in  my  opinion,  one  of  the  prettiell  men  1  ever 
knew  in-  my  life.  1  do  not  know  a  better  model  for  yo.ii 
to  form  yourfelf  upon  :  pray  obferve  and  frequent  him  as- 
much  as  you  can.  He  will  fhow  you  what  Manners  and 
Graces  are.  1  (ball,  by  fucceffive  pofts,  fend  you  '  more 
letters,  both  for  Rome  and  Naples,  where  it  will  be  your 
own  fault  entirely  if  you  do  not  keep  the  very  bell  com- 
pany. 

As  you  will  meet  fwarms  of  Germans  whsrever  ycugc>, 

I  defire  that    you  will  conffantly    conVerfe    with    them  in 

their  own  language  ;  which  will  improve  you  in  imt  Ian-. 

guage,  and  be,  at  the  fame  time,  an  agreeable  pitce  of  ci- 

.  vility  to  them. 

Your  2;ay  in  Italy  will,  I  do  not  doubt,  make  you  criti- 
cally nialter  of  Italian  ;  I  knew  it  may,  if  you  pleafe  ;  for 

'it 
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it  15  a  very  regular,   and  confequently  a   very   eafy,    ian^ 
guage.     Adieu  1     God  blefs  you. 


LETTER      CLV. 

London,  July  the  20th,  O.  S.  i74«, 
DEAR  BOY,' 

I  Wrote  to  Mr.  Harte  laft  Monday,  the  17th,  O.  S. 
in  enTiver  to  his  letter  of  the  20th  June,  N.  S.  which 
I  had  received  but  the  day  before,  after  an  interval  of 
eight  pofts  ;  during  which  I  did  not  know  whether  you  or 
ke  exited,  and  indeed  I  began  to  think  that  you  did  not. 
By  that  letter,  you  ought  at  this  tirae  to  be  at  Venice  ; 
where  I  hr)pe  you  are  arrived  in  perfcdl  health,  after  the 
baths  of  Tic£Fer,  in  cafe  you  have  made  ufe  of  them.  I 
hope  they  are  not  hot  baths,  if  your  lungs  are  ftill  tender. 
Your  friend,  the  Comte  d'Einfiedlen,  is  arrived  here  z 
he  has  been  at  my  door,  and  I  have  been  at  his  ;  but  we 
have  not  yet  met.  He  «/ilI  dine  wit.h  me  fome  day  this 
week.  Comte  Lafcaris  inquires  after  you  very  frequently^ 
and  with  great  afFeftion  :  pray  anfwer  the  letter  which  I 
forwarded  to  you  a  great  while  ago  from  him.  You  may 
inclofe  your  anfwer  to  rae,  and  1  will  take  care  to  give  it 
him.  Thofe  attentions  ought  never  to  be  omitted  ;  they 
coft  little,  and  -pleafe  a  great  deal  ;  but  the  negledt  of 
them  offends  more  than  you  can  yet  imagine.  Great  me- 
rit,  or  great  failings,  will  make  you  refpe^led  or 
difpifed  :  but  trifles,  little  attentions,  mere  nothings, 
either  done  or  negkdl^d,  will  make  you  either  liked  or 
difiiked,  in  the  general  run  of  the  world.  Examine  your- 
self, why  you  like  fuch  and  fuch  people,  and  diflike  fuck 
and  fuch  others  ;,and  you  will  find,  that  thofe  differant 
fentiments  proceed  from  very  flight  caufes.  Moral  virtues 
are  the  foundation  of  fociety  in  general,  and  of  friendfhip 
in  particular  ;  bat  Attentions,  Manners,  and  Graces,  both 
adorn  and  ftrengthcn  them.  My  heart  is  fa  fet  upon  your 
pleafmgj'and  confequently  fucceeding,  in  the  world,  that 
pofTibly  I-have  already  (and  probably  fliall  again)  repeat 
the  famf  things  ovet  and  over  to  you'  However,  to  err, 
if  I  do  e^r,  on  the  furer  fide,  I  fhall  continue  to  cooinrj- 
mcate.  to  you  thofe   obferyations    upon    the  ^'odd,    which 

long 
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loDg,«xpcrjcnce  has  enabled  me  to  make,  znd  which  I 
have  generally  found  to  hold  true.  Your  youth  and  ta- 
lents, armed  with  my  experience,  may  go  a  great  way  i 
and  that  armour  is  very  much  at  your  fcrvice,  if  you  pleafe 
to  wear  it  I  premife,  that  it  is  not  my  imaginacion,  but 
jny  memory,  that  gives  you  thefe  rules  :  I  am  not  writing 
pretty,  but  ufeful,  refleflions.  A  mac  of  fenfe  foon  dif. 
covers,  becaufc  he  carefully  obferves,  where,  and  how  Iong» 
he  is  welcome  ;  and  takes  care  to  leave  the  company,  at 
Jeaft  as  foon  as  he  is  wiihed  out  of  it.  Fools  never  per- 
ceive where  they  are  either  ill-rimed  or  ill-placed. 

I  am  this  moment  agreeably  flopped,  in  the  courfe  of 
my  refledions,  by  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Harte*s  letter  of  the 
S3th  July,  N.  S.  to  Mr.  G/evenkop,  with  one  incio fed 
ior  your  Mamma.  I  find  ty  ir»  that  many  of  his  and 
your  letters  to  me  muft  have  mifcarried  ;  for  he  fays,  that 
I  have  had  regular  accounts  of  you  :  whereas  all  thofe  ac* 
counts  have  been  only,  his  letter  of  the  6ch,  and  yours  of 
the  7th  June,  N.  S.  his  of  the  zoih  )unc,  *N.  S.  to  me  ; 
and  now  his  of  the  i3(h  July,  N.  S.  to  Mr.  Grevenkop. 
However,  fince  you  are  fo  well,  as  Mr.  Hartc  fays  you 
are,  all  is  well.  I  am  extremely  glad  you  have  no  com- 
plaint upon  your  lungs  ;  but  I  defire  that  you  will  think 
you  have,  for  three  or  four  monihs  to  come.  Keep  in  a 
Gourfe  of  aiTes  or  goat's  milk  ;  for  one  is  as  good  as  the 
other,  and  pcffibly  the  latter  is  the  heft  ;  and  let  your 
common  food  be  as  pi  floral  as  you  can  conveniently  make 
it.  Pray  tell  Mr.  Harte,  that,  according  to  his  d^fitCt  I 
have  wrote  a  letter  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Firmian.  I  hope 
you  write  to  him  too,  frotn  time  to  time,  The  letters  of 
jecommendation  ota  man  of  his  merit  and  learning,  wil]» 
to  be  fure,  be  of^reat  ufe  to  you  among  the  learned  world, 
^n  Italy  j  that  is,  provided  you  take  care  to  keep  up  to  the 
H:.hara6ler  he  gives  you  in  them  ;  ocherwife  they  will  only 
fcdd  to  your  difgiace. 

Confider  that  you  have  loft  a  good  deal  of  time  by  your 
Jllnefs  ;  fetch  it  up  now  >ou  are  well.  At  prefent  yoU 
ihould  be  a  good  osccnomift  of  your  moments,  of  which 
company  and  fights  will  clajm  a  confiderab'e  (hare  ;  fo 
shat  thofe  which  remain  for  ftudy,  muft  be  not  only  atten- 
tively, bur  greedily,  employed.  But  indeed  1  do  not  fuf- 
|»edt  you  of  one  fmgle  moment'^  idlenefs  in  the  whole  day, 

Idkficfa 
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Idtenefs  is  only  the  refuge  of  weak  minds,  and  the  holid«y 
of  fools.  I  do  not  call  good  company  and  liberal  plea- 
fures,  idlenefs  ;  far  from  it  :  I  recommend  to  you  a  good 
fharc  of  both. 

I  fend  you  here  inclofed,  a  letter  for  Cardinal  Alexan- 
der Albani,  which  you  will  give  him  as  foon  as  you  can 
get  to  Romc»  and  before  you  deliver  any  others  j  the  Pur* 
pie  experts  that  preference  :  go  next  to  the  Due  de  Ni- 
vcrnois,  to  whom  you  are  recommended  by  fsveral  people 
at  Paris  as  well  as  by  myfelf.  Then  you  may  carry  your 
other  letters  occadonally. 

Remember  to  pry  narrowly  into  every  part  of  the  go-^ 
vernment  of  Venice  ;  inform  yourfelf  of  the  Hiftory  of 
that  Republic,  erpecially  of  its  moft  remarkable  aeras  ; 
i\iz\i  Z^  xYiQ  Li^ue  di  Camhray  in  1 509,  by  which  it  had 
like  to  have  been  deftroyed  ;  and  the  confpiracy  formed 
hy  the  Marquis  de  Bedmar,  the  Spaniih  EmbaiTador,  to, 
fubjed  it  to  the  Crown  of  Spain.  The  famous  difputes 
between  that  Republic  and  thePope,  are  worth  your  know- 
led  ^e  ;  and  the  wricings  of  the  celebrated  and  learned 
Fra  Faoio  di  Sarpj,  upon  that  occafion,  worth  your  read- 
ing. It  was  once  the  greateft  cosimercial  power  in  Eu- 
rope,  and  in  the  14th  and  15th  centuries  made  a  confi- 
derable  figure  :  but  at  prefent  its  commerce  is  decayed, 
and  its  riches  confequentiy  decreafed  ;  and,  far  from  med- 
dling now  With  the  aifairs  of  the  continent,  it  owes  its  fe» 
curiry  to  its  neutrality  and  ineificiency  ;  and  that  fecurity 
will  laft  no  longer,  than  till  one  of  the  great  Powers  in 
Europe  engroffis  the  refl  of  Italy  1  an  event  which  this 
eentury  poSibly  may,  but  which  the  next  probably  will, 
fee. 

.  Your  friend  Comte  d'Einfiedlen,  and  his  Govemofj 
bave  been  with  me  this  moment,  and  delivered  me  yoar 
letter  froifir  Berlin,  of  Fcbuiary  the  zSth,  N.  S.  I  like 
them  both  fo  well,  that  I  am  glad  you  did  ;  and  iliil  more 
glad  to  hear  what  they  fay  of  you.  Go  on,  and  continue 
to  defervc  the  praifes  of  thofe  who  dcCervc  praifes  them- 
felves.     Adieu. 

I  break  Of  en  thii  letter  to  acknowledge  yours  of  the 
30th.  June,  N.  S.  which  I  have  but  this  inllant  receiv- 
ed^ though  thirteen  daysantccedeni  in  date  to  Mr.  Harte's 
Uft^     1  never  in  m^'   lif^   h^s^td  of   baihing  fcyr  hours  a- 

day  : 
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^sy  ;  and  J  am  impatient  to  hear  of  your  fafe  arrival  at 
Venice,  after  fo  extraordinary  an  operation. 


LETTER      CLVI. 

London,  July  the  30th,    O.  S.  174,®, 
BEAR -BOY,  J    ^      ^      >      .  /^ 

MR.  Harte's  letters  and  yours  drop  in  upon   me  moft 
irregularly  ;  for  I  received,    by   the  laft  poft,    one 
from  Mr.  Hirte.  of  the  9th,    N.  S.    and    that  which  Mr. 
Grevenkop  had  received  from  him,  the  poll  before,  was  of 
the  i3th  ;  at  lad,  1  fuppofe,  I  fhal I  receive  them  all. 

I  am  very  glad  that  my  letter  with  Pr.  Shaw*s  opinion, 
has  Jeffened  your  bathing  :  for,  fince  I  was  born,  I  never 
heard  of  bathing  four  hours  a-day  ;  which  would  furely  be 
too  much,  even  in  Medea's  kettle,  if  you  wanted  (as  you  do 
r.ot  yet)  new  boiling. 

Though,  in  that  letter  of  mine,  I  propofed  yeur  ^oin^ 
to  Infpruck,  it  was  only  in  oppofition  to  Laufanne,  v.'hich 
I  thought  much  too  long  and  painful  a  journey  for  you  i 
but  you  will  have  found,  by  my  fubfequent  letters,  that  I 
entirely  approved  of  Venice  ;  where  1  hope  you  have  now 
been  fome  time,  and  which  is  a  l!iuch  better  place  for  you  to 
refide  at,  till  you  go  to  Naples,  than  either  TiefFsr  or  Lau- 
bauch.  I  lave  Capitals  extremely  ;  it  is  in  Capitals  that 
the  befl  company  is  always  to  be  found,  and  confequently  the 
beft  manners  to  be  learned.  The  very  befi:  Provincial  places 
have  fome  awkwardnefles,  that  diftinguilh  iheir  manners 
■from  thofe  of  the  Metropolis.  A  propot  of  Capitals  ;  I 
fend  you  here  two  letters  of  recommendation  to  Naples, 
from  Monfieur  Finocheiti,  the  Neapolitan  Minifter  at  the 
H?.gue  ;  and,  in  my  next,  I  ftiall  fend  you  two  more^ 
from  the  fame  perfon,  to  the  fame  place. 

1  have  examined  Count  Einfiedlen  fo  narrowly,  concern- 
ing you.  that  I  have  extorted  from  him  a  confeffion,  that 
you  do  not  care  to  fpeak  German,  linlefs  to  fuch  as  und§r« 
lUnd  no  other  language.  At  this  rate,  you  wi'l  never 
fpeak  it  well  ;  which  I  am  very  defjrcus  that  you  fiiould 
do,  and  of  which  you  would,  in  time,  find  the  advantage. 
Whoever  has  not  the  command  of  a  language,  and  do<?s 
:'ot  fpeak  it  with  facility,    will  ahvays  appear  below  him- 
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felfwhen  he  converfes  in  that  language  ;  the  want  of 
words  and  phrafes  will  cxamp  and  lame  his  thoughts.  As 
you  now  know  German  enough  to  exprefs  yourfelf  tolera- 
bly, fpeaking  it  very  often  will  foon  make  you  fpeak  it 
very  well  ;  and  then  you  will  appear  in  it  whatever  you 
are.  What  with  your  own  Saxon  fervant,  and  the  fwarms 
of  Germans  you  will  meet  with  wherever  you  go,  you  may 
have  opportunities  of  converfing  in  that  language  half  the 
day  ;  and  I  do  \ery  ferioufly  defire  that  you  will,  or  elfe 
all  the  pains  you  have  alieady  taken  about  it  are  \o£x^ 
You  will  remember  likewife,  that,  till  you  can  write  m 
Italian,  you  are  always  to  write  to  me  in  German» 

Mr.  Harte*s  conjefture,  concerning  your  diftemp:2?j 
feems  to  be  a  \try  reafonable  one  ;  it  agrees  entirely  with 
mine,  which  is  the  univerfal  rule  by  which  every  man 
judges  of  another  man's  opinion.  But,  whatever  mzf 
have  been  the  caufe  of  your  rheumatic  diforder,  the  effe£t» 
are  ftill  to  be  attended  to  ;  and,  as  there  mull  be  a  re- 
maining acrimony  in  your  blood,  you  ought  to  have  re- 
gard to  that,  in  your  common  diet,  as  well  as  in  your  me* 
dicines ",  both  which  &ould  be  of  a  fwjeetening  alkaline 
nature,  and  promotive  of  perfpiration.  Rheumatic  com- 
plaints are  very  apt  t®  return  ;  and  thofe  returns  would  be 
very  vexatious  and  detrimental  to  you,  at  your  age,  and 
in  your  courfe  of  travels.  Your  time  is,  now  particularly^, 
ineftimable  ;  and  every  hour  of  it,  at  piefent,  worth  more 
than  a  year  will  be  to  you  twenty  years  hence.  You  are 
now  laying  the  foundation  of  your  future  chara^er  ani 
fortune  ;  and  one  fmgle  ilone  wanting  in  that  fouf^datioo:, 
is  of  more  confequence  than  fifty  in  the  fuperftruflure  ? 
which  can  always  be  mended  and  embelliihed,  if  the  fouji- 
dation  is  folid.  To  carry  x.n  the  metaphor  of  building  ; 
I  would  wifh  you  to  be  a  Corinrhian  edifice,  upon  a  Tuf- 
can  foundation  ;  the  latter  having  the  uJmoft  ftrength  and 
folidity  to  fupport,  and  the  tbrmer  all  po{rit>Je  ornaments 
to  decorate.  The  Tufcan  column  is  coarfe,  cluffify,  and 
unpleafani  ;  no  body  looks  at  it  twice  :  the  Corinthian 
fluted  column  is  Leautiful  and  altradtive  ;  but,  without  si 
folid  foundation,  csn  hardly  be  Teen  twice,  becaufe  it  muit 
foon  tumble  down.         Yours  ^.frcdionately. 

L    E     T- 
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L    E    T    T    E     H      CLVII. 

Londen,  Auguft  the  7thj  O.  S.   i74.«, 
BEAR  BOY,'  ^' 

BY  Mr.  Harte's  letter  to  me  of  the  i8th  July,  N.  S, 
which  I  received  by  the  laft  poll,  I  am  at  length  in- 
formed of  the  particulars  both  of  your  paft  diftemper,  and 
of  your  future  motions.  As  to  the  former,  I  am  now  con- 
vinced, and  fo  is  Doftor  Shaw,  that  your  lungs  were  only 
fymptomaticslly  sfFsAed  ;  and  that  the  rheumatic  tenden- 
cy  is  wh-at  you  arc  chiefly  now  to  guard  againft,  but  (for 
greater  fccurity)  with  due  attention  ftill  to  your  lungs,  as 
if  they  had  been,  and  ilill  were,  a  little  a?e£led.  In  ei- 
ther cafe,  a  cooling,  perioral  regimen  is  equally  good.  By 
coaling,  I  mean  cooling  in  its  confequences,  not  cold  to 
the  palate  :  for  nothing  is  more  dangerous  than  very  cold 
liquors,  at  the  very  time  that  one  lon'gs  for  them  the  mol^, 
which  is  when  one  is  vtry  hot.  Fruit,  when  full  ripe,  is 
very  wholefomtf :  but  then  it  muft  be  within  certain 
bounds  as  to  quantity  f  for  I  have  known  many  of  tny 
countrvfnen  die  of  bloody  fluxes,  by  indulging  in  too  great 
a  quantity  of  fruit,  in  thofe  countries,  where,  from  the 
goodnefs  and  ripenefs  of  it,  they  thought  it  could  do  them 
no  harm.  iW  quid  nimisy  is  a  moft  excellent  rule  in  tvery 
thing  ;  but  commonly  the  leaft  obferved,  by  people  of 
your  age,  in  any  thing. 

As  io  your  future  motions,  I  am  very  well  pleafed  with 
them  ;  and  greatly  prefer  your  intended  (lay  at  Verona, 
to  Venice,  whofe  almofl  stagnating  waters  muft,  ai  this 
time  of  the  year,  corrupt  the  air.  Verona  has  a  pure  and 
clear  air,  and,  as  I  am  informed,  a  great  deal  of  good  corn- 
.pany.  Marquis  MafFei,  alone,  would  be  wortli  going 
there  for.  You  may,  I  think,  very  well  leave  Verona  a- 
bout  the  middle  of  September,  when  the  great  heats  will 
be  quite  over  ;  and  then  make  the  bed  of  your  way  to 
Naples,  where,  I  own,  I  want  to  have  you,  by  way  of 
precaution  (I  hope  it  is  rather  cvercaiuion)  in  cafe  of  the 
leaft  remains  of  a  pulmonic  diforder.  The  amphitheatre 
at  Ve.ona  is  worlh  your  atrentjon  ;  as  are  alfo  many  buil'l- 
ings  there  and  at  Viccnza,  of  the  famous  Andrea  Palla- 
dio,  whcfe  tafte  and  Hyle  of  Cuilding    were    truly  ci'-qus, 
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It  would  not  be  ami^s,  if  you  employed  three  or  four 
days  in  learning  the  five  Order$  of  Architeaure,  with 
their  general  proportions  ;  and  you  may  know  all  that 
you  need  know  of  ihtm  in  that  lime.  Palladio's  own 
book  of  Architecture  is  the  b«ft  you  can  make  ufe  of  foi- 
that  purpofe,  flicipping  over  the  lo'weft  mechanical  parts  of 
it/  fuch  as  the  materials,  the  coment. 

Mr.  Harte  tells  me.  that  your  acquaintance  with  the 
Claffics  is  renewed  ;  the  fufpenlion  of  w^icK  has  been  fo 
Ihort,  that  I  dare  fay  it  has  produced  no  coldnefs.  I  hope, 
and  believe,  you  are  now  fo  niuch  raafter  of  them,  that 
two  hours  every  day,  uninterruptedly,  for  a  year  or  two 
more,  will  make  you  perfedly  fo  ;  and  I  think  you  can- 
not now  allot  them  a  greater  fiiare  than  that  of  your  time, 
confidering  the  many  other  thing?  you  have^to  learn  and 
to  do.  You  muft  know  how  to  fpeak  and  write  Italiail 
pcrfe€lly  ;  you  muft  learn  fome  Logic,  forne  Geotnetryp 
and  fome  Ailronomy  ;  not  to  mention  your  Exejcifea, 
where  they  are  to  be  learnt  :  and',  above  all,  you  mud 
learn  the  World,  which  is  rot  foon  learn r,  and  only  to  be 
learnt  by  frequenting  good  and  various  companies. 

Confider,  therefore,  how  precious  every  moment  of  time 
is  to  you  now.  The  more  you  apply  to  year  bufinefs,  the 
more  you  will  tafte  your  pleafures.  The  exeicife  of  the 
mind  in  the  morning  whets  the  appetite  for  the  pjeafurcs 
of  the  evening,  as  much  as  the  exercife  of  the  body  ft/hets 
the  appetite  for  dinner.  Bufinefs  and  pleafore,  rightly  un- 
ilood,  macually  aSlll  each  oiher  ;  inftead  of  being  enemieSj 
as  fiily  or  dull  people  often  think  them.  No  *man  tailos 
pleafures  truly,  who  does  not  earn  them  by  previous  buili- 
nefs  ;  and  few  people  do  bufincfs  well,  v^ho  do  nothing 
elfe.  Remember,  that  when  I  fpeak  of  pleafures,  1  al- 
ways mean  the  elegant  pleafures  of  a  rational  Seing,  and 
liot  the  brutal  ones  of  a  fwine.  I  mean  ia  binne  CBtre, 
ihort  of  gluttony;  Wine,  infinitely  ^ort  of  D-unkeimcfsi 
Play,  w.ithout  the  leaft  Gaming  ;  and  Gallantry,  without 
Debauchery.  There  is  a  line  in  all  thefe  things,  whidl 
men  of  fenfe,  for  greater  feciirity,  take  care  to  k'»ep  a  good 
deal  on  the  right  tde  of;  for  fickne^s,  paiUj  contempt,  and 
infamy,  lie  tmmediatcly  on  ilie  other  fjde  of  It.  M^.a  of 
fcRfe  and  merit  in  all  other  rerpe<5l3.  may  h^ve  had  fome 
of  theie  failiogs  ;  hn  then  thole  faw  exa.iiples.    iniicrJ  cf 
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inviting  us  to  imitation,  fhould  only  put  us  the  more  upf^ 
our  guard  againll  fuch  weakneffes.  Whoever  thinks  them 
fa&ionable,  will  not  be  fo  himfelf :  1  have  oft?n  known  a 
falhionable  man  have  iome  one  vice  ;  but  I  never  in  my  life 
knew  a  vicious  man  a  fa&ionable  mai).  Vice  is  as  dcgra^ 
ding  as  it  is  criminal.     God  blef^  yooj  my  dear  child  ! 


LETTER     CLVIII. 

London,  Auguft  the  !eth>  O.  S.  S74(^« 
DEAR  BOY. 

LET  us  refume  our  reflexions  upon  Men,  their  cht-^ 
rafters,  their  manners  ;  in  a  word,  our  reflefiicns 
upon  the  World.  They  may  help  you  to  form  yourfelfi 
and  to  know  others.  A  knowledge  very  ufefal  at  all  ages, 
very  rare  at  yours  ;  it  feems  as  if  it  were  no  body^s  bu£- 
nefs  to  communicate  it  to  young  men.  Their  Mailers 
teach  them,  fingly,  the  laaguagej,  or  the  fciences  of  their 
feveral  departments  ;  and  are  indeed  generally  incapable 
of  teachjpg  them  ihe  World  :  their  Parents  are  often  fo 
too,  or  at  leaft  negled  doing  it  ;  either  from  avocations^, 
indifference,  or  from  an  opinion,  that  throwing  them  into 
the  world  (as  tJfey  call  it)  is  the  beil  way  of  teaching,,  it 
them.  This  laft  notion  is  in  a  great  degree  true  ;  that 
is,  the  World  can  doubtlefs  never  be  well  known  by  theo- 
ry ;  prafiice  is  abfolately  neccfiTary  ;  but,  furely,  it  is  of 
great  ufe  to  a  young  man,  before  he  fets  out  for  that  country 
full  of  mazes,  windings,  and  turnings,  ta  have  at  leaH  a 
general  map  of  it,  made  by  fome  experienced  traveller. 

There  is  a  certain  dignity  of  Manners  abfolutely  necef- 
fery,  to  make  even  the  xr-oli  valuable  chara6lct  either  rc- 
fpeded  or  refpe^able. 

Horfe-playi  romping,  frequent  and  loud  fits  of  Iaugh= 
ter,  jokes,  waggery,  and  indifcrimistate  familiarity,  vi^iil 
fink  both  merit  and  knowledge  into  a  degree  of  contempt. 
They  compofe  at  moft  a  merry  fellow  ;  and  a  merry  fel- 
low was  never  yet  a  refpcftable  man.  Indifcrfminat'e  fa- 
miliarity, euher  offends  your  fuperiors,  or  elfe^dubbs  yoia 
their  dependent  and  led  captain.  It  gives  your  inferiors^ 
juft,  but  troublefome  and  improper,  claims  of  equality.  A 
joker  is  near  akin  to  a  •cffoon  ;  and   neither  of  them  k 
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tfee  leaft  related  to  wit.  Whoever  U  admitted  or  fought 
for,  in  company,  upon  any  other  account  than  that  of  his 
merit  and  manners,  is  never  refpefted  there,  bat  only  made 
ufe  of.  We  will  have  fuch-a-one,  for  he  fings  prettily  ; 
we  will  invite  fuch  a-onc  to  a  ball,  for  he  dances  well  ; 
we  will  have  fuch-a-one  at  fupper,  for  he  is  always  joking 
and  laughing  ;  we  will  aik  another,  becaufe  he  plays  deep 
at  all  games,  or  becaufe  he  can  drink  a  great  deal.  Thefe 
are  all  villifying  diftinftions,  mortifying  preferences,  and 
exclude  all  ideas  of  efteem  and  regard!  Whoever  is  had^ 
(as  it  is  called)  in  company,  for  the  fake  of  any  one  thing 
fingly,  is  fingly  that  thing,  and  will  never  be  confidered 
in  any  other  light  ;  confequently  never  refpe^lcd,  let  his 
jnerits  be  what  they  will. 

This  dignity  of  manners,  which  I  recommend  fo  much 
to  you,  is  not  only  as  different  from  pride,  as  true  coursige 
is  from  bluftering,  or  true  wit  from  joking  ;  but  is  ab(o- 
Jutely  inconiiftent  with  it  ;  for  nothing  viilifies  and  de- 
grades more  than  pride.  The  pretenfions  of  the  proud 
man,  are  ofcener  treated  with  fneer  and  contempt,  than 
with  indignation  :  as  we  ofFer  ridiculoufly  too  little  to  a 
tradefman,  who  alks  ridiculoufly  too  much  for  his  goods  ; 
|)ut  we  do  not  haggle  with  one  who  only  aflcs  a  juil  and 
fcafonable  price. 

Abjed  fiatiery  and  indifcriminate  afl'entation,  degrade, 
as  much  as  indifcriminate  contradidlion  and  noify  bebate 
difguft  :  but  a  modeil  afiertion  of  one's  own  opinion,  and 
^  complaifant  acquiefcence  in  other  people's  preferve  dig- 
nity. 

Vulgar,  low  expreffions,  awkward  motions  and  a^Are^s^ 
viilify,  as  they  imply  either  a  very  low  turn  of  mind,  or 
Jow  education  and  lo^  company. 

Frivolous  curiofity  about  trifles,  snd  a  laborious  attenti- 
on to  little  objefts,  which  neither  require  nor  deferve  a 
moment's  thought,  Jower  a  man  ;  who  from  ihence  is 
thought  (and.  not  upjuftiy)  incapable  i>i  greater  matters. 
Cardinal  de  Ret?;.,  very  fagacioufly,  marked  out  Cardinal 
Chigi  for  a  little  mind,  from  the  moment  that  he  told 
him  he  had  wrote  three  years  with  the  fame  pen,  and  that 
\i  was  an  excellent  good  one  ftill. 

A  certain  degree  of  exterior  ferioufnefs  in  looks  and 
$aotions,  gives  dignity,    withsut  exc^-iding  wit  and  decent 
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cheerful 0615,  which  are  always  ferious  themlelves.  A  con- 
ftant  fmi|k  upon  the  face,  and  a  whiffling  aftiviiy  of  th« 
"body,  are  ftr-ong  indications  of  futility.  Whoever  is  in  a 
hurry,  ihows  that  the  thing  he  is  about  U  too  big  for  hira. 
jflafte  and  hurry  are  very  different  things. 

I  have  only  meotioned  fome  of  thofe  things  which  may, 
and  do,  in  the  opinion  of  the  world,  lower,  and  fink  cha- 
rafters,  in  other  refpefts  valuable  enough  ;  but  Ihave  ta- 
ken no  nofice  of  thofe  that  affeft  and  fink  ihe  moral  cha- 
ladters.  They  are  fufficiently  obvious.  A  man  who  has 
patiently  been  k»<;kcd  inay  as  well  pretend  to  courage,  as 
a  man  blafted  by  vices  and  crimes  may  to  dignity  ef  any 
kind.  But  an  exterior  decency  and  dignity  of  manners, 
will  even  k^cp  fuch  a  man  longer  from  finking,  than  o- 
therwife  he  would  be  :  of  fuch  confequence  is  the  rf 
fgrpilfOf,  even  though  afpefted  and  put  on  1  Pray  read  fre- 
quently, and  wi  h  the  utmoft  attention,  nay  get  by  heart 
if  you  can,  that  incomparable  chapter  in  Cicero's  Offices, 
upon  the  to  TpiTOv,  or  the  Decorum.  It  contains  whate- 
ver is  neceiiary  for  the  dignity  of  Manners. 

In  my  next,  I  will  fend  you  a  general  map  of  Courts  ; 
a  region  unexplored  by  you,  but  which  you  are  one  day 
to  inhabit.  The  ways  are  generally  crooked  and  full  of 
turnings,  fometimes  ftrewed  with  Rowers,  foraetimes 
choaked  up  with  briars  ;  rotten  ground  and  deep  pits  fre- 
quently lie  concealed  under  a  fmooth  and  plcafing  furface  i 
all  the  paths  are  flippery,  and  every  j^'p  is  dangerous. 
Senfe  and  difcrerion  mull  accompmy  you  at  yrur  firft  fef- 
ting  out  ;  but,  uotvvi;hfiandi.ng  -  ibofe,  till  experience  is 
your  guide;  you  v/lU  every  now  and  then  ftep  out  of  your 
way,  or  Humble. 

Lady  C  icilerfield  has  jull  now  received  your  German 
letter,  for  which  ftie  ihanks  you  i  (he  fays  the  language  is 
very  CQrrefl  ;  and  I  cm  plainly  fee  the  charader  is  well 
formed,  not  to  fay  beuer  th:an  your  Englifh  chara<fief. 
Concimeto  write  German  frequently,  that  it  may  become 
q.uiie  familiar  to  you.         Adieu, 
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LETTER      CLLX. 

London,  Auguft  the  21ft,  O.  S.  1740. 
.  DEAR  BOY, 

BY  the  laft  letter  that  I  received   from    Mr.  Harte,  of 
the  3 1 11  July,  N.  S.   I  fiippofe  you  are  now  cither  at 
Venice  or  Verona,  and  perfedly  recovered  of  your  late  ill- 
nefs  ;  which,  lam  daily  more  and  more  convinced,  had  no 
confumpiive    tendency  :  however,    for    fome    time   ftill, 
faitei  commei*ily  en  avoif,  be  regular,   and  live  pe£loralIy. 

You  will  foon  be  at  Courts,  where,  though  you  will 
not  be  concerned,  yet  reiIe£lion  and  obfervation  upon  what 
you  fee  and  hear  there  may  be  of  ufe  to  you  when  here- 
after you  may  come  to  be  conccrnrd  in  Courts  yourfelf. 
Nothing  in  Courts  is  cxadlly  as  it  appears  to  be  ;  oftsa 
vpry  different  ;  fometimes  diredtly  contrary.  IntereP^, 
which  is  the  real  fpring  of  every  thing  there,  equally 
creates  and  diffolves  friendfhips,  produces  and  reconciles 
enmiries  ;  or,  rather,  allows  of  neither  real  friendfhip 
nor  enmities ;  for,  as  Dryden  very  juftly  obferves,  Peii- 
tidsns  neither  love  ner  hate  This  is  (o  true,  that  you* 
may  think  you  conned  yourfclf  with  two  friends  to-day, 
and  be  obliged  to-morrow  to  make  your  option  between 
them  as  enemies  :  obfervc,  therefore,  fuch  a  degree  of 
rcferve  with  your  friends,  as  not  to  put  yourfelf  in  their 
power  if  they  (hould  become  your  enemies  ;  and  fuch  a 
degree  of  moderation  with  your  enemies,  as  not  to  make 
it  impoffible  for  them  to  become  your  friends.- 

Courts  are,  urqeftionabiy,  the  feats  of  Politenefs  and 
Good- breeding  ;  were  they  not  fo,  ihey  would  be  the 
feats  of  daughter  and  defolation.  Thofe  who  now  fmile 
upon  and  embrace,  would  aiFront  and  ftab,  each  other,  if 
Manners  did  not  interpofe  :  but  Ambition  and  Avarice, 
the  two  prevailing  psffions  at  Courts,  found  DiCimulation 
more  efte6tuaf  than  Violence  ;  and  Dilfimulation  intro- 
duced that  habit  of  Politenefj,  which  diftinguifties  the 
Courtier  from  the  Country  Gentleman.  In  the  former 
cafe^  the  ftrongeft  body  would  prevail  ;  in  the  latter,  the 
ftrongeft  mind. 

A  man  of  parts  and  efficiency  need  not  flatter  every 
body  at  Court  :  but  he  mult  take  great  care  to  cfTend  no 
body  pcrfonally  ;  it  being  in  the    power   of  very  many  to 

hurt 
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hurt  liim,  who  cannot  ferve  him.  Homer  fuppofts  % 
chain  let  down  from  Jupicer  to  the  earth,  to  conneft  hitu 
with  Mortals.  There  is»  at  all  Courts,  a  chain,  which 
conneds  the  Prince,  or  the  Minifter,  with  the  Page  of  the 
back-ftairs,  or  the  Chambermaid.  The  J^ing^s  Wife, 
or  Miftrefs,  has  an  influence  over  him  ;  a  Lover  has  ari 
influence  over  her  ;  the  Chambermaid,  or  the  Valet  de 
Chambre,  has  an  influence  over  both  ;  and  fo  ad injimtum. 
You  muft,  therefore,  not  break  a  link  of  that  chain,  by 
which  you  hop's  to  climb  up  to  the  Prince.- 

You  muft  renounce  Courts,  if  you  will  not  connive  at 
Knaves  and  tolerate  Fools.  Their  number  makes  iheni 
confiderable.  You  fhould  as  little  quarrel,  as  conned 
yourfelf,  with  either. 

Whatever  you  fay  or  do  at  Couit,  you  may  depend  up* 
on  ir,  will  be  known  ;  the  bufinefs  of  moft  of  thofe,  who 
croud  levees  and  anti-chambers,  being,  to  repeat  all  that 
they  fee  or  hear,  and  a  great  deal  that  they  neither  fee  nop 
hear,  according  as  i hey  are  inclined  to  the  perfons  con- 
cerned, or  according  to  the  wiflies  of  thofe  to  whom  they 
hope  to  make  their  gourt.  Great  caution  is  therefore  ns- 
ceflary  ;  and  if,  to  great  caution,  you  can  join  feemingf 
franknefs  and  opennefs  you  will  unite  what  Machiai^ei 
reckons  very  difiicult,  but  very  neceffary  to  be  united; 
Ifflto  /cielto  e  pifijieri  Jiretti, 

Women  are  very  apt  to  be  mingled  in  Court  intrigues  % 
tut  they  cefefve  attention  better  than  confidence  :  to  held 
by  them,  is  a  very  precarious  tenure. 

I  am  agreeably  inrerriTpted  in  the/e  reflexions,  by  -a 
letter  which  I  have  this  moment  received  from  Baron 
Firmian.  It  conta'ns  your  panegyric,  and  with  the 
ftrongeft  proteftations  imaginable  that  he  does  you  only 
juftice.  1  received  this  favourable  account  of  you  with 
pfeafure,  and  I  communicate  it  to  you  with  as  mnch. 
While  yo'j  defervc  praife,  it  is  reafonable  you  fhould 
know  that  you  meet  with  it  ;  and  I  make  no  doubt,  but 
11  will  encourage  you  in  perfevering  to  deferve  it  This 
is  one  paragraph  of  the  Baron's  letter.  **  ^es  mceurs  dans 
**  un  age  Ji  t^ndrt.  re  glees  felon  toutes  les  hix  eCunde  morale 
•'  exaSie  et  fenfee  ;  fen  opplication  (that  is  what  I  like) 
**  a  tout  ee  qui  s'aPpflU  etude  Jerieufe,  et  Bellet  Lettres^ 
•*  ehigr.tit    de    I' ombre    tneme    d'urt    Fajlt    Pedant e/quty     le 

•'  rendent 
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**  ttndtni  ires  digne  h  *viS  tendra  foim  ;  it  fat  Vhanmur 
**  de  *vous  affurer^  ^ue  chacun  /e  husr  abeaucoup  de/on  com* 
*'  merc€  ai/e,  et  de/on  amitie  :  fen  at  profile  avec  plaifit 
**  hi  et  a  Vienne  ;  €i  je  me  crois  tres  heureux  de  la  per* 
**  miJpQn,  quUl  m'a  accerdee  de  la  continuer  par  la  njc'u  di 
**  httres*.*^ — Reputation,  like  health,  is  preferved-  and 
increafed  by  the  fame  means  by  which  it  is  acquired. 
Continue  to  defire  and  deferve  praife,  and  you  will  cer- 
tainly find  it  :  Knowledge,  adorned  by  Manners,  will 
infallibly  procure  if.  Confider,  that  you  have  but  a  litrle 
way  farther  to  get  to  your  journey's  end  ;  therefore,  for 
God's  fake,  do  not  (lacken  your  pace  :  one  year  and  aa 
lialf  more,  of  found  application,  Mr.  Harte  affuies  mc, 
will  finifh  hiis  work  ;  and  when  his  work  is  finiihed  well, 
your  own  will  be  very  eafily  done  afcerwards.  Les  Mmierea 
it  Us  Graces,  are  no  immaterial  parts  of  that  work  ;  and 
I  beg  that  you  will  give  as  much  of  your  attentioa  to 
them  as  to  your  books.  Every  thing  depends  upon  them  : 
fenxa  di  not  ogntfatica  e  ^vana.  The  various  companies 
you  now  go  into,  will  procure  them  you,  if  you  will  oar g- 
fully  obferve  and  form  yourfelf  upon  thofe  who  have  thena» 
Adieu  !  God  blefs  you  I  and  may  you  ever  d.t{u\z  that 
affcftion  with  which  I  am  now  Yours  I 
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Londorj,  September  the  cth,  O.  S.  I74ry. 
DEAIt  BOY, 

I  Have  received    yours  from  Laubach,  of   the  17th   of 
Auguft,  N.  S.  with  th€  inclofed  for  Comte  Lafcaria  ; 

which 

*  **  Notixjithfianding  his  greaf  y^uth,  his  manners  are 
*'  regulated  by  the  ntofi  unexceptionable  rules  of  fenft  and 
**  of  morality.  His  application  (i\iZX  is  what  I  like/ /*- 
*'  e'very  kind  ofjeriouijfudy^  at  ivell  as  to  polite  literature^ 
**  nvithout  even  the  leafi  appearance  of  oJlentAtious  pedantry ^ 
'^*  render  him  ^xicrthj  of  your  mvj}  tender  affeSion  \  ard  X 
"  ha've  the  honour  of  souring  you,  that  e^'ery  one  cannrot 
**  but  he  plea/ed  loitb  the  acquifition  of  his  acquaintance, 
^*  cr  of  his  friendjloip .  1  ha've  p  rifited  of  it ,  bcth  hcrt  ai-.d  at 
^'  Vienna  ;  and  jh all  eJiteTn  fnyfeif  njery  happy  to  make  ufe 
•'=  if  the  permi^cn  ha  has  gi-ven  fee  of  continuing  it  by  litter  J* 
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wbich  1  have  given  him,  and  with  which  he  is  extremely 
pleafed,  as  1  am  with  your  account  of Carniola  lam 
very  glad  that  you  attend  to,  and  inform  yourfelf  of,  the 
political  objefts  of  the  countries  you  go  through.  Trade 
and  Manufa^ures  are  very  coniiderable,  not  to  fay  the 
moft  important,  ones  %  for,  though  Armies  and  Navies 
are  the  ihining  marks  of  the  ^rength  of  countries,  they 
would  be  very  ill  paid,  and  conftquently  fight  very  ill,  if 
manafaftares  and  commerce  did  not  fupport  them.  You 
have  certainly  obferved  in  Germany,  the  inefiiciency  of 
great  Powers,  with  great  tra^s  of  country,  and  fwarmsof 
men  ;  which  are  abfolutely  ufeSefs,  if  not  paid  by  other 
Powers  who  have  the  refources  of  manufa€lures  and  com- 
merce.. This  we  have  lacely  experienced  to  be  the  cafe 
of  the  two  Empreffes  of  Germany  and  Ruffia  i  England, 
France  and  Spain  mull  pay  their  refpedlive  allies,  or  ihry 
may  as  well  be  without  them* 

1  have  not  the  leafl  cbjeQion  to  your  taking,  into  the 
bargain,  the  obfervation  of  natural  turiofities  ;  they  are 
very  welcome,  provided  they  do  not  take  up  the  room  of 
better  things.  Cut  the  forms  of  government,  the  maxims 
of  policy,  the  ftrength  or  weaknefs,  the  trade  and  com- 
merce, of  the  feveral  countries  you  fee  or  hear  of,  arc  the 
important  obje£ls  which  I  lecommend  to  yoer  moil  minute 
inquiries  and  mod  ferious  attention.  I  thought  that  the 
Republic  of  Venice  had,  by  this  time,  laid  afide  that  iilly 
snd  frivolous  piece  of  policy,  of  endeavouring  to  conceal 
their  form  of  government  ;  which  any  body  may  know, 
pretty -neatly,  by  taking  the  pains  to  read  four  or  five  books, 
which  explain  all  the  great  pans  of  it  ;  and  as  for  fome 
cf  the  little  wheeJs  of  that  machine,  th»  knowledge  of 
them  would  be  as  little  ufeful  to  ethers,  as  dangerous  to 
themfelves.  Their  heft  policy  (I  can  tell  them)  is  to  keep 
quiet,  and  to  offend  no  one  great  Power  by  joining  with 
another.  Their  efcape  after  ihe  Li^ue  c/Camiraj,  ihould 
prove  an  ufeful  leflion  to  them. 

I  am  glad  you  frequent  the  aflemblies  at  Venice.  Have 
you  feen  Monfieur  and  Madame  C-pello  ;  and  how  aid 
they  receive  you?.  Let  me  know  who  are  the  Ladies 
whofe  houfes  you  frequent  the  moft.  Have  you  fecii  the 
ComtefTe  d'Orfelfka,  PrinCefs  of  HolOein  f-  Is-  Comte 
Algarotti,  who  was  the  Unant  there.,    at  Vt^ice. 

YoJ 
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Vou  will,  in  f^iany  parts  of  Italy,  meet  with  numbers 
of  the  Pretender's  people  (Engliih,  Scotch,  and  Irifli  fc- 
gitives),  efpeciaUy  at  Rome  ;  and  probably  the  Pretender 
himfelf.  ft  is  none  of  your  bufinefs  to  declare  war  oa 
ihcfe  pco-ple  ;  as  little  as  it  is  your  intereft,  or,  I  hope^ 
your  inclination,  to  conned  yourfelf  with  them  :  ancS 
therefore  I  recommend  to  you  a  perfeft  neutrality.  Avoid 
them  as  much  as  you  can  with  detency  and  good  manners  ; 
but,  when  you  cannot,  avoid  any  political  converfation  or 
debates  with  them  :  tell  them,  that  you  do  not  concera 
yourfelf  with  political  matters  ;  that  you  are  neither  a 
maker  nor  a  difpofer  of  Kings  ;  that,  ,  hen  you  left 
England,  you  left  a  King  in  it,  and  have  not  fince  heard 
either  of  his  death  or  of  any  revolution  that  has  happened  ; 
and  that  you  take  Kings  and  Kingdoms  as  you  Snd  them  * 
but  enter  no  farther  into  matters  with  them  ;  which  can 
be  of  no  ufe,  and  might  bring  on  heat  and  quarrels. 
When  you  fpeak  of  the  old  Pretender,  you  will  call  him 
only  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George  ;  but  mention  him  as 
feldom  as  poffible.  Should  he  chanse  to  fpeak  to  you  al 
any  affembly  (as,  I  am  told,  he  fometimes  does  to  ths 
Englifh),  be  fure  that  you  feem  not  to, know  him  ;  and 
anfwer  him  civilly,  but  always  either  in  French  or  in 
Italian  ;  and  give  him,  in  the  former,  the  sppellation  of 
Mon/teur,  and  in  the  latter  of  Signon.  Should  vou  mccg 
with  the  Cardinal  of  York,  you  will  be  under  no  diHiculry  j 
foT  he  has,  as  Cardinal,  an  undoubted  right  to  ^min/>r/za< 
Upon  the  whole,  fee  any  of  thofe  people  as  little  ss  ^offib'e  5 
when  you  do  fee  them,  be  civil  to  them,  upon  ihe  footing 
of  ftrangers  ;  but.  never  be  drawn  into  any  altercation,? 
with  them,  about  the  imagitiary  right  of  their  Kirg,  ad 
they  call  him. 

It  is  to  no  fort  of  purpofe  to  talk  fo  thof^  people  of  the 
natural  rights  of  mankind,  and  the  particular  ^ronftitutioa 
of  this  country.  Blinded  by  prejudices,  foiircd  by  mif- 
fortunes,  and  tempted  by  their  neceflities,  they  fire  as  in- 
capable of  reafoning  rightly,  as  they  have  hitherto  beea 
of  ading  wifely.  The  late  Lord  Pembroke  5>^ver  would 
know  any  thing  that  \it  had  not  a  mind  to  know  ;  aac, 
in  this  cafe,  I  advife  you  to  follow  his  example.  Never 
ktiQw  eithsr  the  father  or  the  two  Tons,  any  otheiwifss 
Ash  Ui;ia 
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than  as  foreigners  ;  and  fo  not  knowing  their  prctenlioos, 
you  have  no  occafibn  to  diipute  them. 

I  can  never  help  recommending  to  you  the  utmoft  at- 
tention and  care  to  acquire  Jes  MuniereSf  la  Tcurnurey  et 
les  Graces,  d'un  Galant  Hcmme,  et  d*un  Homme  de  Cour, 
They  fhould  appear  in  every  look,  in  ^\ery  action  ;  in 
your  addrefs,  and  even  in  yoar  drefs,  if  you  would  either 
pleale  or  rife  in  the  world.  That  you  may  do  both  (and 
botii  are  in  your  power)  is  moft  ardently  wiftied  yoi^,  by 
Yours. 

P.'  S.  I  made  Cerate  Lafcarls  fhow  me  your  letter, 
which  I  liked  very  well  :  the  ftyle  was  eaYy  and  na^urffl, 
and  the  French  pretty  correct.  There  were  fo  few  faults 
in  the  orthography,  that  a  little  more  cbfervation  of  the 
beft  French  authors  will  make  you  a  correct  mailer  of  that 
Beceffary  language. 

I  will  n6t  conceal  you  from  you,  that  I  have  lately  had 
extraordinary  good  accounts  of  you,  from  an  anfufpef^ed 
and  Judicious  perfon  j  who  promrfes  me,  that,  with  a 
little  more  of  the  world,  your  Mannt^r^  and  Addrefs  will 
equal  your  Knowledge.  This  is  the  iftore  pleafing  to  mej, 
as  thofe  were  the  two  articles  of  which  I  was  the  moll 
doubtful.  Thefe  commendations  will  not,  I  am  perfuaded, 
make  you  vain  and  coxcombical,  but  only  encourage  yea 
to  go  on  in  the  right  way. 
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London,   September  the  12th,  O.  S.  1719'. 
PEAR  BOY, 

IT  fcems  extraordinary,  but  rt  is  very  true,  that  my 
anxiety  for  you  inGresfes  in  proportion  to  the  good 
accounts  which  I  recdve  of  you  from  all  hands.  I  pro- 
jniie  myfelf  fo  much  from  you,  that  I  dread  the  leaft  dif- 
appoinrmenc  You  are  n.'^w  fo  Ecar  the^  pert,  whidi^  f 
have  fo  long  wifhed  and  laboured  to  bring  you  fa^e  into, 
ihai  rny  concern  would  be  doubled  Hvould  yoo  be  ihip- 
wiccked  within  fight  of  it.  The  objt-a,  chert  fore;,  cf 
this  kitcr  is,  (laying  afivie  all  the  authority  of  a  pareWt) 
to  corju£c  yoa  as  a  friend;  by  ..he -afit^ttion   you  have  for 
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vat  (and  furely  you  have  reafon  to  have  fome),  and  by 
the  regard  you  have  for  yourfelf,  to  go  on,  with  afiiduity 
and  aiteniion,  to  complete  that  work;  which  of  late  you 
have  carrieu  on  To  well,  and  which  is  now  (o  near  being 
finifh'd.  M/  wiilb-s,  and  my  plan,  were  to  make  you 
fhine,  and  dillinguifh  yourfelf  equally  in  the  learned  and 
the  polite  worW.  Few  have  been  able  to  do  it.  Deep 
Jearning  is  generally  tainted  with  pedantry,  or  at  leaft 
unadorned  by  manners  ;  as,  on  the  orher  hand»  polite 
manners,  and  the  tarn  of  the  world,  are  too  ofcen  unfup- 
ported  by  knowledge,  and  confequently  end  contemptibly 
in  the  frivoloas  diffipacion  of  drawing  rooms  and  ruelles. 
You  are  now  got  over  the  dry  and.  difficult  parts  of  learn- 
ing ;  what  remains,  requires  much  more  time  thaa  trou- 
ble. You  have  loft  time  by  your  illnefs  ;  you  muH  re- 
gain it  now  or  never.  I  therefore  mofl  earneftly  defirc, 
for  your  ©wn  fake,  that  fur  thtfe  next  fix  months,  at  lea(^ 
fix  hours  every  morning,-  uninterruptedly,  may  be  in- 
violably facred-to  yourlludies  with  Mr.  Hirre  I  d,o  not 
know  whether  he  wiU  require  To  msch  ;  but  I  know  that 
I  do,  and  I  hope  you  will,  and  confequently  prevail  with 
him  to  give  you  tliat  time  :  I  owi\it  is  a  good  deal  :  but 
when  both  you  and  he  confider,  that  the  v^ork  v/ill  be  lo 
much  better  and  fo~much  fooner  done  by  fuch  an  afiiduous 
and  continued  application,  you  will  neither  of  you  think 
it  too  much,  and  each  will  find  his  account  in  it.  So 
much  for  the  mernings,  which,  from  your  own  good  fenfe, 
f?.nd  Mr.  Harte's  tendernefs  and  ZiitQ  of  you,  will,  I  am 
fare,  be  thus  well  employed.  It  is  not  only  reafonable, 
but  ufeful  too,  that  your  evenings  (hould  be  devoted  to  a- 
ynufements  and  pleafures  ;  aad  therefore  1  not  only  allow, 
bat  recommend,  that  they  (hould  be  employed  at  ailem- 
blies,  bills  fpedacks^  and  in  the  beft  companies  ;  with 
this  reftriflion  only,  that  the  confcquences  of  the  evenings 
diverfions  may  not  break  in  upon  the  mornings  lludies, 
by  breakfaiimgs,  vifits,  and  idle  parties  into  the  country. 
At  your  age,  you  need  not  be  afhamed,  when  any  of  theie 
norning  parties  are  propofed,  to  fay  you  mufl  beg  to  be 
excufed,  for  you  are  obliged  to  devote  your  mornings  to 
Mr.  Harte  ;  that  I  will  have  it  fo  ;  and  that  you  dare  not 
dm  other  wife.  Lay  it  all  upon  me  ;  though  1  am  perfua- 
dfd  it  will  be  as  iijiich  your  own  inclination  as  it  is  mine. 

But 
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But  thofe  frivolous,  idle  people,  whofe  time  hangs  upon 
their  own  hands,  and  who  dtfire  to  make  oihcrs  lole  tfaeirs 
t.00,  are  not  to  be  reafoned  with  ;  and  indeed  it  would  be 
doing  ihem  too  much  honour.  Tne  fhorteft,  civi.l,  an- 
swers, are  the  beft  ;  /  cannot,  I  dare  not,  inftead  of  /  'will 
not  :  for,  if  you  were  to  enter  with  them  into  the  necef- 
Siiy  of  lludy,  and  the  ufcfalners  of  knowledge,  it  would x)nly 
furnifh  them  with  matter  for  their  lilly  jells  ;  which,  thp' 
J  would  not  have  you  mind,  I  would  not  have  you*  invite. 
I  will  fuppofe  you  at  Rome,  fludying  fix  hour?  uninter- 
ruptedly wich  Mr.  Ha.te  every  morning,  and  pafUng  your 
evening^  with  the  beft  company  of  Rome,  obferving  their 
manners  and  forming  your  own  :  and  I  will  fuppofe  a 
number  of  idle,  fauntering,  illiterate  Englifh,  as  there 
commonly  is  there,  Jiving  entirely  with  one  another ;  fup* 
ping,  drinking,  j»od  fitting  up  late,  at  each  other's  iodg* 
ings  ;  commonly  in  noxs  and  fcrapes,  when  drunk  ;  and 
pever  in  good  company  when  fober.  I  will  take  one  pf 
thefe  pretty  fellows,  and  give  you  the  dialogue  between 
him  and  yourfelf  ;  fuch  as  I  dare  fay  it  will  be  on  his 
fide,  and  fuch  as  I  hope  it  will  be  on  yours. 

Englishman.     Will  you  come    and    breakfafl   with  me 
to-morrow  ;  there  will  be  four  or  five  of  our  countrymen  | 
we  have  provided  chaifes,    and    we  will  drive    fo-mewhere* 
out  of  town  after  breakfaft  ?  / 

Stanhope.  I  am  very  forry  I  cannot  ;  but  I  am  obli- 
ged to  be  at  home  all  morning. 

Englifhman,  Why  then  we  will  come  and  breakfaft 
wi'h  you. 

Stanhope.      I  can't  do  that  neither,  I  am  engaged. 

En'^lifliaian.      Well  then,  let  it  of  .the  next  day. 

Stanhope.  To  tcli  vou  the  truth,  it  cnn^  be  no  day  in 
the  morning;  ;  for  I  neither  go  out,  nor  fee  any  body  at 
home,   before  twelve. 

ETe'^niman.  And  what  the  devil  do  you  do  with  your- 
felf  till  twelve  o'clock  I 

S^an nope.      1  am  not  myfelf,  I  am  with  M--.  Harte. 

Englifhman,  Then  what  the  devil  do  you  do  with 
him  ? 

Stanhope,  We  lludy  different  things  ;  wc,read,  we 
COnvirl*, 

Englifhman.  Very  pretty  air.ui  |^  nt  indeed!  Are 
yoy  to  take  Orders  then  \-         ^  Stan- 
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Stanhope.  Yes,  my  father's  orders,  I  believe,  I  muft 
take. 

£ngl;{Kman  Why,  haft  thou  no  more  fpirit  tKaa  ta 
mind  an  old  fellow  a  thoufand  miles  off  f 

Stannupc.  If  I  don't  mind  his  orders,  he  woat  mind 
my  draughts. 

Englife  nan.  What  !  does  the  old  prig  threaten,  then  } 
thr^Lened  folks    live  long  i  never  mind  threats. 

Stanhope  N  »,  I  can't  fay  thdt  he  has  ever  threatened 
me  in  h  -  life  ;  but  I  believ^e  I  had  beft  not  provoke  him. 

Englifliman  Pooh  !  you  wouM  have  one  arg^y  letter 
from  thw  oIj  fe!io*v.  and  there  would  be  an  end  of  it. 

Stanhope.  You  mi  flake  him  mightily  ;  he  always  does 
more  than  he  fays.  He  has  never  been  angry  with  me 
yet,  that  I  remember,  in  his  !♦♦%.  :  but  if  I  were  to  provoke 
him,  I  am  fure  he  wou'd  never  forgive  me  ;  he  would  be 
cooly  immovable,  and  1  might  beg  and  pray  and  write 
my  heart  out  to  no  purpofe. 

Engliihman.  .Why  then  he  is  an  old  dog,  that's  all  I 
can  fay  :  and  pray,  are  you  to  obey  your  dry-nurfc  too, 
this  fame,  what's  his  name— Mr.  Harte  ? 

Stanhope.     Yes. 

Engliftiman.  So  he  ftuffi  you  all  morning  with  Greek, 
and  Latin,  and  Logic,  and  all  that.  Egad  I  have  a  dry* 
nurfe  too,  but  I  never  looked  into  a  book  with  him  in  my 
life  ;  I  have  not  fo  much  as^  feen  the  face  of  him  this 
week'j  and  don't  care  a  loufe  if  I  never  fee  it  again. 

Stanhope.  My  dry  nurfe  never  defires  any  thing  of  me 
that  is  not  reafonable,  and  for  my  own  good  ;  and  there- 
fore I  like  to  be  with  him. 

Englifiiman.  Very  fententious  and  edifying,  open  my 
word  \  at  this  rate  you  will  be  reckoned  a  very  good 
yoi|ng  man. 

Stanhope.     Why,  that  will  do  me  no  harm. 

Englifhman.  Wjjl  you  be  with  us  tomorrow  in  the 
evening,  then  ?  We  fiiall  be  ten  with  you  ;  and  I  have 
got  fome  excellent  good  wine  ;  and  we'll  be  very  merjy. 

Stanhope.     I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  ;  but  I  am 
engaged  for  all  the  evening,  to-morrow,  firft  at    Cardinal' 
Aibani's  and  then  to  fup  at  the  Venetian  EmbaiTadrefs's. 

Englifhman.  How  the  devil  can  you  like  being  al- 
ways with  thcfe  foreigners  ?    I  never    go  amongil  them. 

with 
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with  all  their  formalities  and  ceremonies,  I  ara  never  ea* 
{y  in  company  with  ihem  j  and  I  don't  know  why,  but  I 
am  afhamed. 

Stanhope.  I  am  neither  afhamed  nor  afraid  ;  I  am  vc* 
ty  eafy  with  them,  they  are  v^ry  eafy  with  me  :  I  get  the 
language,  and  I  fee  their  eharaders,  by  converfing  with 
them  ;  and  that  is  what  we  are  fent  abroad  for.  Is  it 
not  ?  ^  ^ 

Englifhman.  I  hate  your  modeft  womens  company  ; 
your  women  of  fafnion  as  they  call  *em.  I  dont  know 
what  to  fay  to  them  for  my  part. 

Stanhope.     Have  you  ever  converfed  with  them  ? 

Englifhman.  No,  I  never  coriverfgd  with  them  ;  but  I 
have  been  fometimes  in  their  co^npany,  though  much  a- 
gainft  my  will. 

Stanhope.  But  at  leaft  they  have  done  you  no  hurt  ; 
^hich  is,  probably,  moie  than  you  can  fay  of  the  women 
you  do  converfe  with, 

Englilhman.  That's  true,  I  own  ;  but  for  all  that,  I 
would  rather  keep  company  with  my  furgeon  half  the 
year,  than  with    your  women  qf  fafhion  the  year  round. 

Stanhope.  Taftes  are  different  you  know,  and  every 
jEian  follows  his  own. 

EngUfiiman.  That's  true  ;  but  thine*s  a  deviliili  cdd 
one,  Stanhope.  All  morning  with  thy  dry  nuie  ;  all 
the  evening  in  formal  fine  company  ;  and  all  day  Jong  a- 
fraid  of  old  Daddy  in  Engl'and.  Thou  art  a  queer  felbw, 
and  I  am  afraid  there's  nothing  to  be  made  of  thee. 

Stanhope.     lam  afrnid  fo  too. 

Englifhman.  Well  then,  good  night  to  you  ;  you  have 
60  ohjedbon,  I  hope,  to  my  being  drunk  to-night,  which 
I  certainly  will  be. 

Stanhope.  Not  in  the  lead  ;  nor  to  your  being  fick 
to  morrow,  which  you  as  certainly  will  be  ;  and  fo  good 
night  too. 

You  will  obferve,  that  T  have  not  put  into  your  mcutU 
thofe  good  arguments,  which  upor^  fuch  an  oGcafiorrwould, 
I  am  fure,  occur  cc  you  ;  as  piety  and  afFediion  towards 
me  J  'rfg3rd  and  friendaiip  for  Mr.  Harte  ;  refpcd  for 
your  cvvn  mora!  chs- after,  and  for  all  the  relative  duties 
'^f  Man,  Son;  Pupil,  and  Citizen,     Such  folid    argument? 
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«/oulci  be  thrown  away  upon  fuch  (hallow  puppies.  Leave 
them  to  their  ignorance,  ard  to  their  dirty  dirgrace- 
ful  vices.  They  will  fevcrely  feel  the  effefts  of  them, 
when  it  will  be  too  late.  Without  the  comfortable  refuge 
of  learning,  and  with  all  the  ficknefs  and  pains  of  a  ruin- 
ed llomach  and  a  rotten  carcafe,  if  ihey  happen  to  arrive 
at  old-age,  it  is  an  uneafy  and  ignominious  one.  The  ri- 
dicule which  fuch  fellows  endeavor  to  throw  upon  thofe 
who  are  not  like  them,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  all  men  of 
fenfe,  the  mod  authentic  panegyric.  Go  on,  then,  my 
dear  child,  in  the  way  you  are  in,  only  for  a  year  and  half 
more  ;  that  is  all  I  afk  of  you.  Auer  that,  I  promife 
that  you  fhall  be  your  own  mailer,  and  that  I  will  pretend 
to  no  other  title  than  that  of  your  beft  and  trued  friend. 
You  fhall  receive  advice,  but.no  orders,  from  me  ;  and  in 
truth  you  will  want  no  other  advice  but  fuch  as  youth  and 
inexperience  muft  neceffarily  require.  You  (hall  certainly 
want  nothing,  that  is  requifite,  not  only  for  your  conveni- 
ency,  but  aifo  for  your  pleafures,  which  i  always  defi^^re 
fhould  be  gratified.  You  will  fuppofe  that  I  mean  the 
pleafures  ^  ««  bonnete  kcmmi. 

While  you  are  learning  Italian,  which  I  hope  you  do 
with  diligence,  pray  take  care  to  continue  your  Gersiisn/ 
which  you  have  frequent  opportunities  of  fpeaking  ;  I 
would  alfo  have  yo^  keep  up  yoar  knowledge  of  the  Jui 
Publicum  Imperii^  \xf  looking  over,  now  and  then,  thou; 
inejiimable  manufcripts,  which  Sir  Charles  William?*,  who 
arrived  here  laft  week,  afTures  ,  me  you  have  made  upon 
that  fubjedl.  [t  will  be  cf  very  great  ufe  to  yoxi,  whea 
you  come  to  be  corcerned  in  foie'gn  sffairs  ;"ss  yo-u 
Jhall  be  (if  you  qualify  yourfelf  for  them)  younger 
than  ever  any  othi»r  was,  I  mean  before  you  are  twe-ty. 
Sir  Charles  tells  me  that  he  will  anAver  for  your  learnings 
and  that  he  believes  you  will  acquire  that  ?A-^xgX%,  iKxxi. 
thofe  graces,  which  are  /o  necelTary  togive  it  its  full  luilre 
and  value.  But  he  conftffss,  that  he  doub:3  more  oi  x'n^-c 
latter  than  of  the  former.  The  juitice  which  he  does  Mf. 
Harie,  in  his  panegyrics  of  him,  makes  me  hope,  that 
there  is  likewife  a  great  deal  of  truth  m  his  encomiums  of 
yoa.  Ase  you  pleafeu  with,  and  proud  of,  the  reputaiioa 
which  you  have  already  acquired  r  Surely  you  'are,  for  I 
am  fufs  I  sai.     Will  ^ou  qq  any  rhing  io  leflen  or  forfeit 

It  / 
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it  ?  Surely  yoa  will  not  And  will  you  not  do  all  yaa 
can  to  extend  and  increafe  it  ?  Surely  you  will.  It  is  only 
going  on  for  a  year  and  a  half  longer,  as  you  have  gone 
orv  for  the  two  years  laft  paft,  and  devoting  half  the  day 
only  to  application  ;  and  you  will  be  fure  to  makt  tim 
earlicft  figure  and  forgone  in  the  world,  that  ever  man 
made.        Adieu. 


LETTER      CLXir. 

London,  September  the  22d,  O.  S    174«. 
DEAR  BOY, 

IF  I  had  faith  in  philters  and  love  potions,  I  (hould  fuf- 
pe^  that  you  had  given  Sir  Charles  Williams  feme, 
by  the  manner  in  which  he  fpeaks  of  you,  not  only  to  roe, 
but  to  every  body  elfe.  I  will  not  repeat  to  you  what  he 
fays  of  the  extent  and  corredlnefs  of  your  knovledge,  as  it 
might  either  make  you  vain,  or  perfuade  you  that  you  had 
already  enough,  of  what  nobody  can  have  too  much.  You 
will  eafily  imagine  how  many  queftions  1  a&ed,  and  how 
narrowly  I  fifced  him  upon  your  fubjeft  :  he  anfwered  me, 
and  I  dare  fay  with  truth,  juft  as  I  could  have  wifhed  ;  till, 
fatisfied  entirely  with  his  accounts  of  your  charafter  and 
.learning,  I  inquired  into  oihcr  matters^  intrinlically  indeed 
cf  lefs  confeqaence,  but  ftill  of  great  confequence  to  every 
man,  and  of  more  tu  you  than,  to  almcft  any  man  ;  I 
mean,  your  addrefs,  manners,  and  air.  To  thefs  quefli- 
ons,  the  fame  truth  which  he  had  obferved  before,  obliged 
him  to  give  me  much  lefs  fatlsfaftory  anfwers.  ^nd,  as 
he  thought  himfelf,  in  triendHiip  both  to  you  and  me,  o- 
bliged  to  tell  nie  the  difagreeable  as  well  as  the  agreeab'e 
truths,,  upon  the  fame  principle  I  think  myidf  obliged  to 
repeat  them  to  you. 

He  told  m»  then,  that  in  company  you  were  frequently 
moR  pro'vokir.g/y  inattentive,  abfent,  and  iiijirait  \  that  you 
came  into  a  room,  and  prefented  yourfelf  very  awkwardly; 
ihat  at  table  you  conllaotly  threw  down  knives,  forks, 
napkins,  bread,  \^c,  and  that  you  neglc^^ed  ycur  perfon 
and  drefs^  to  a  degree  unpardonable  at  any  age,  and  much 
more  fo  at  yours. 

Thefs  things,  how  immaterial  feevcr  they  may  feem  to 
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pfeopTc  who  do  not  know  the  world   and   the  nature  or 
snankind,  give  me,  who  know  ihcm  to  be  exceedingly  ma- 
terial, very  great  concern.     I   hiave  long   diftrulied   you^ 
and  therefore  frequently  admonifhed  you,  upon  thefe  arti« 
cles  ;  and  I  tell  yoa  plainly,  that  I  ihali  noi  be  eafy  till  I 
hear  a  very  different  account  of  them.     I   know  no  one 
thing  more  offenftve  to  a  company,  than  that  inattention 
and  diftra&ion*     It  is  fhowing  them  the  utmoft  conteinpt; 
and  people  never  forgive  contempt.     No  man    is  dijlraii 
with  the  man  he  fears^  or  the  woman  he  loves  ;  which  is 
a  proof  that  every  man  can  get  the  better  of  that  difiraHh 
on  when  he  thinks  it  worth  his  while  to  do  fo  ;  and,  take 
my  ^ord  for  it,  it  is  always   worth   his   while.     For   my 
own  part,  I  would  rather  be  in  company  with  a  deadman^ 
than  with  an  abfent  one  :  for  if  the  dead  man  gives  me  no 
pleafure,  at  leaft  he  ihows  me  no  contempt  ;  whereas  the 
abfent  man,  filently  indeed,  but  very  plainly,  tells  me  thai 
he  does  not  think  me  worth  his  attention*     Belides,  can  an 
abfent  man  make  any  obfervations  upon    the   chara£)ers^ 
cuftoms,  and  manners  of  the  company  ?    No.    He  may  be 
in  the  beft  companies  all  his  life-time    (if  they  will  admit 
him,  which,  if  I  were  they,  I  would  not)  and  never  be  one 
jot  the  wifer.     I  nev^r  will  cionverfe  with  an  abfent  man  5 
one  may  as  well    talk   to    a  deaf  otic.     It  is,  in  truth,    a 
praftical  blunder,  to  addrefs  ourfclves  to  a  man,  who,    we 
fee  plainly,  neither    hears,    minds,    nor    uhderftands,  us. 
Moreover,  £  aver,  that  no  man  is,  in  any    degree,    ^t  for 
either  bufinefs  or  converfation,  who  carnot  and    does    not 
direft  and  command  his  attention  to  the  prei'ent  object,  be 
that  what  it  will.  You  know,  by  experience,  that  I  grudge 
ho  cxpence  in  your  education,    but    t    will    pofitively  not 
keep  you  a  Flapper.     You  may    read*   in  Dr.  Swift,    the 
defcription  of  thefe  Flappers,  and  the  ufe  they   were  of  to 
your  friends  the  Laputans  ;    whofe  minds  (Gulliver  faya) 
are  fo  taken  up  with  intenfe  (peculations,  tl-ar  they  neither 
4an  fjpeak,  or  attend  to  the   difcourfes   of  others,    without 
being  roufed  by  fome  external    tadion  upon  the  organs  of 
fpecch  and  hearing  :  for  which  reafon,    thofe  people  who 
are  able  to  atford  it,  always  keep  a  Flapper  in  ikcir  ixv.A. 
\yy  as  one  of  their  dGmeftics  ;    nor    ever    walk  about,    of 
ihake  vifit*,  without  him.     This  F'apper  n   likewife  em- 
j[J!oy♦^i  diligently  to  attend  his  mafter  in   iiis    walks  j  and 
D  b  b  apoa 
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Qpon  occafion,  to  give  a  foft  flap  upon  his  eyes  ;   becaufd 
Hit  is  always  (o  wrapped  up   in    cogitation,   that   he  is  in 
manifefl   clanger   of  falling    down   every   precipice,   and 
bouncing  his  head  againft  every  poft,   and,    in  the  Itreets^ 
of  joining  others,  or  being  joftled  into  the  kennel  himfelf. 
2f  Cbrijilan  will  undertake  this  province  into  the  bargain^ 
with  all  my  Heart  ;  but  I  will  not  allow  him  any   increafe 
of  wages  upon  that  fcore.     In  (hort,  I  give  you  fair  warn- 
ing, that,  when  we  meet,  if  you  are  abfent  in  mind,  I  will 
foon  be  abfent  in  body  ;  for  it  will  be   iropoffible  for  me 
to  ilay  in  the  room  :  and  if  at  table  you  throw  down  your 
knife,  plate j  ]»read»  ^€.    and  hack  the  wing  of  a  chicken 
for  half  an  hour,  without  being  able  to  cut  it  off,  and  your 
^eeve  all  the  time  in  another  difh,  I  muft  rife  from  table 
to  efcape  the  fever  you  would  certainly   give    me.     Good 
God  !  how  f  fhould  be   ihocked,    if  you   came  into  my 
iroom,  for    the  firft  time,    with    two  left  legs,   prefenting 
jourfelf  with  all  the  graces  and  dignity  of  a  Taylor,  and 
your  clothes  hanging  upon  you,  like  thofe   in  Monmouth^ 
Srect,  upon  tenterhooks !  whereas  I  expe£l,    nay    require^ 
to  fee  you  prefent  yourfeif  with   the  eafy  and  genteel    air 
of  a  Man  of  FaOiion.  who  has  kept  good  company.     Icx- 
peft  you  not  only  well  dref^d,    but    very  well  drelTed  :  i 
cxpeft  a  gracefullnefs  in  all  your  motions,  and    fomething 
particularly  engaging  in  your  addrpfs.     A^I  this  I  expeft, 
and  all  this  it  is  in  your  power,  by  care  and  attention,  to 
make  me  find  :  but,  to  tell  you  the  plain    truth,    if   1  do 
BOt  find  it,  we  fhall  not  converfe  very  much  together ;  for  I 
cannot  IVand  inattention  and    a^kwardnefs  ;  it  would  en- 
danger my  health.     You  have  often  feen,    and    I  have  az 
often  made  you  obierve,  L  *^*  *s   diftinguifeed  inattention 
and  awk'fv-ai'dnefs.     Wrapped  up,  like  a    Laputan,  in  it- 
ter.fe  thought  y  and   pofSbly,   fometimes,    in   no    thought 
at  ail,  which  I  beiieve   is   very    of^en    the  cafe  of  abfenf 
people  ;   he  does' not  know  his  moft  intimate  acquaintancs 
by  fight,  or  aftfwefs  them  av^  i^  he  were  at  crofs-purpofes. 
He  leaves  his  hat  in  one  room,  his  fword  in  another,    and 
WtniM  leave  his  fhttes  in  a  third,  if  His  buckles,  though  a- 
wry,  did  not  fave  them  :  his  legs  and  armi,    by  hi^^  awk- 
ward management  of  them,  feem  to  have    undergone    the 
ShjiTnun  extraordinaire  ;  and    his    head,    always    hanging 
•!pon  c:of.  or  othir  of  his  fliouldeiSj  feemj  ic  have  jcceiv^i 

the 
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ihe  firll  (Iroke  iijpon  a  block.  I  fincerely  value  and  efteet)% 
him  for  his  Parts,  Learning,  and  Virtue  ;  but,  for  the 
foul  of  me,  I  cannot  love  him  im  company.  This  will  be^ 
univerfaliy,  the  cafe,  in  common  life,  of  every  inattentive* 
awkward  man,  let  his  real  merit  and  knowledge  be  ever 
fo  grei't.  When  I  was  of  your  age,  I  dcfired  to  ftiine,  as 
far  as  I  was  able,  in  every  part  of  life  ;  and  was  as  atten^ 
live  to  my  Manners,  my  Drefs,  and  my  Air,  in  company,, 
on  evenings,  as  to  my  books  and  my  Tutor  in  the  morn-r 
ings.  A  young  fellow  fj^ould  be  ambitious  to  fhine  in  e- 
vgry  thing  ;  and ,  of  the  two,  always  rather  overdo  than 
underdo.  Thefe  things  ate  by  no  means  trifles  ;  they  are 
of  infinite  confequ^ce  to  thofe  who  are  to  be  thrown  into 
the  great  world,  and  who  would  make  a  figure  or  a  for- 
tune in  it.  It  is  not  fu^cient  to  deferve  well  ;  one  muft 
pleafe  well  too.  Awkward,  difagreeable  merit,  will  re^ 
ver  carry  any  body  far.  Wherever  yon  find  a  good  dance- 
5ng-maftcr,  pray  let  hina  put  you  upon  your  haunches  | 
not  fo  much  for  the  fake  of  dancing,  as  for  coming  into  a 
room,  and  prefenting  yourfelf  gentcely  and  gracefully. 
Women,  whom  you  ought  to  endeavour  to  pleafe,  cannot 
forgive  a  vulgar  and  awkward  air  and  geftures  ;  //  leui^ 
faut  du  brillant.  The  generality  of  men  are  pretty  like 
them,  and  are  equally  taken  by  the  fame  exterior  graces. 

I  am  very  glad  that  you  have  received  the  diamond 
buckles  fate  :  all  I  defire,  in  return  for  them,  is,  that  they 
may  be  buckled  even  upon  your  feet,  and  that  your  ftcck- 
ings  may  not  hide  them.  I  (hould  be  forry  you  were  an 
egregious  fop  ;  but  I  proteft,  that  of  the  two,  I  would  ra- 
ther have  you  a  Fop  than  a  Sloven,  I  think  negligence 
in  my  own  drefs,  even  at  my  age,  when  certainly  I  expe6t 
no  advantages  from  my  drefs,  would  be  indecent  with  re- 
gard to  others.  I  have  done  with  fine  clothes  ;  but  I  will 
have  my  plain  clothes  fit  me,  and  made  like  other  peo- 
ple's. In  the  evenings,  1  recommend  to  you  the  company 
of  women  of  falhion,  who  have  a  right  to  attention,  and 
will  be  paid  it.  Their  company  will  fnsoothe  your  man- 
ners, and  give  you  a  habit  of  attention  and  refpeft  ;  of 
which  you  will  fir\4  the  advantage  among  men. 

M/  plan  for  you,  from  the  beginning,  has  been  to  mak? 
you  (liine  equally  in  the  learned  and  in  the  po'ite  worl<f. 
The  former  part  is  aimo.rt  comp'ea'^ed   to  my  wiihe-s   aud 

will, 
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^ill,  I  am  perfuaded,  in  a  little  time  more,  be  quite  Co. 
Thelater  part  is  ftil!  in  your  power  to  complete  :  and  I 
flatter  myfe  f  that  you  will  do  it,  or  clfe  the  former  part 
will  avail  you  very  little  ;  efpecially  in  your  department* 
where  the  exterior  addrefs  and  graces  do  half  the  bufinefi  s 
they  mufi  be  the  harbingers  o^  y«ur  merit,  cr  your  merit 
will  be  very  coldly  received  ;  all  can  and  do  judge  of  the 
firmer,    few  of  the  latccr. 

Mr.  Harre  tells  me,  that  you  hai'c  grown  very  much 
fince  your  illnefs  :  if  you  get  up  to  five  feet  ten,  or  even 
nine  inches,  youi  figure  will,  probably,  be  a  ^ood  one  ; 
and,  if  well  drefled  and  genteel,  will  probably  plcafe  ; 
which  i*  a  msch  greater  advantage  tc  a  man,  than  people 
commoniy  think.  Lord  Bacon  calls  it  a  letter  of  recem^ 
mendation. 

I  wotild  wi(h  you  to  be  the  emm's  homv^  Vhammt  uni<vef» 
jfel.  Vou  are  nearer  it,  if  you  pleafe,  than  ever  ao'y  body 
was  at  your  age  ;  and  if  you  will  but  for  the  courfe  of  this 
next  year  only,  exert  your  whole  attention  to  your  ftudies 
In  the  morning,  and  to  your  addrefs,  manners,  air,  and 
tournuret  in  the  evenings,  you  wiji  be  the  man  I  wifh 
t;ou,  and  the  man  that  is  rarely  feen. 

Qur  letters  go,  at  beft,  fo  irregularly,  and  fo  often  roif- 
carry  totally,  that,  for  greater  fecurity,  I  lepeai  the  fannc 
things.  So,  though  1  acknowledged  by  iaft  poft  Mr, 
Harte's  le'x^r  of  the  8th  September,  N.  S.  I  acknowledge 
it  aga'n  by  ibis  to  you.  Jf  this  (hould  find  you  ftill  at 
Verona,  let  it  inform  you,  that  i  wifli  you  would  fet  out 
foon  for  Naples  ;  unlcfs  Mr.  iiarte  fnould  think  it  better  for 
you  to  ftsy  at  Verona,  or  ar^y  other  place  en  this  fide 
Rome,  till  you  go  there  for  the  Jubilee,  Nay,  if  he  likes 
it  better,  I  cfn  very  willing  that  you  fhould  godire£ily  from 
Vercna  to  Rome  ;  for  you  cannot  haye  too  much  of  Rome, 
whether  upon  account  of  the  language,  -^lie  curiofitiej,  cr 
the  company.  .My  only  reafon  for  mentioning  Naples,  is 
for  'he  (ake  of  the  climate,  upon  pccount  of  your  health  ; 
but,  if  Mr.  Harte  thinks  your  health  is  now  fo  well  re* 
florpd  as  to  be  abbye  climate,  he  may  dcXx  vout  cowrfe 
wherever  he  thioks  proper  ;  and,  for  ought  I  know,  your 
going  dire£lly  to  Rome,  ard  confeguently  flaying  there  fo 
;r!uch  the  longer,  may  be  as  well  a?  -any  thing  elfe.  I 
think  you  and  i  cannot  put  our  affairs  into  better  hand^ 
'  ■  than 
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ihkn  in  Mr.  Harte's  ;  and  I  will  take  his  infallibility  a« 
gainft  the  Pope's,  with  fome  odds  on  his  fide.  ^  propat 
of  ihe  Pt'pe  ;  remember  to  be  p'cfented  to  him  before  you 
le  ve  Rs;me,  aod  go  through  the  neccflary  ceremonies  for 
it,  whether  of  kiffiog  his  flipper  or  his  b-^h  ;  for  1  would 
never  deprive  myie  f  of  any  thing  that  1  wanted  to  do  or 
fee,  by  refufing  to  comply  with  an  cftablilhed  cuftora. 
When  I  was  in  Catholic  countries,  I  never  declined  kneeling 
in  their  chu  ches  at  the  e  evation,  nor  eifewhere,  when  the 
Hoft  went  by.  It  is  a  complaifance  due  to  the  cutiom  of 
the  place  ;  and  by  no  means,  as  fome  filly  people  have 
imagined,  an  implied  approbation  of  their  do^rine  Bo- 
dily attitudes  ai.d  fituafions  are  things  fo  very  indifferent 
in  rhemfelves,  char  I  would  quarrel  with  nnbody  about 
them  It  may  indeed  be  improper  for  Mr  Harte  to  pay 
that  Tribute  of  cojnplaifance,  upon  acccuni  of  his  character. 
This  letter  w  a  \tty  long,  and  poffibiy  a  very  tediOus, 
one  ;  but  my  anxiety  for  your  perfeftion  »s  fo  great,  and 
particularly  at  this  critical  and  decifive  period  of  your  life, 
that  I  am  only  afraid  of  omitting,  but  never  of  repeating 
or  dwelling  too  long  upon  any  thing  that  I  think  may  be 
of  the  lead  ufe  to  you.  Have  the  fame  anxiety  for  your- 
felf  that  I  have  for  you,  and  all  will  do  vvelK  Adieu  ! 
sny  dear  child. 
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London,  September  the  27th,  O.  S.  1749^ 
DEAR  BOY, 

A  Vulgar,  ordinary  way  of  thinking,  acling,  or 
fpeaking,  implies  a  low  education,  and  a  habit  of 
low  company.  Young  people  coniraft  it  at  fchool,  or  a« 
mong  fervants,  with  whom  they  are  often  ofed  to  con- 
vcrfe  :  bat,  after  they  frequent  good  con^pany,  they  mufl 
want  attention  and  obfervation  very  much,  if  they  do  not 
lay  it  quite  afide  ;  and  indeed,  if  they  do  not,  good  com- 
pany will  be  very  apt  to  lay  them  afide.  The  various 
kinds  of  vulgarifms  are  infinite  ;  I  cannot  pretend  to  point 
them  out  to  you  ;  but  I  will  give  fome  famplcj,  by  which 
5'ou  rnav  guefs  at  the  reft. 

4  vulgar  man  is  captious  and  jealous  j    eager  and   im- 
petuous 
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petuous  ^liout  trifles.  He  fufpefls  himfelf  td  be  flighte(3  5 
think*  every  thing  that  is  faid  meant  at  him  ;  if  the  com- 
pany happens  to  laugh,  he  is  perfuaded  they  laugh  at  him  : 
he  grows  angry  and  tefty  ;  fays  fomcthing  very  imperti- 
Rent  ;  and  draws  himfelf  into  a  fcrape,  by  (hawing  what 
he  calls  a  proper  fpirii,  and  aflcrting  himfelf  A  man  of 
faihion  does  not  fappofe  himfelf  to  be  either  the  fole  or 
principal  obje£l  of  the  thoughts,  looks,  or  words,  of  tht 
company  ;  and  never  fufpe<Ss  that  he  is  cither  flighted  or 
laughed  at,  unlefs  he  is  confcious  that  he  deferves  it  :  and 
if  (which  very  feldora  happens)  the  company  is  abfurd  or 
ill-bred  enough  to  do  either,  he  does  not  care  two-pence, 
unlefs  the  infult  be  {q  grofs  and  plain  as  to  require  fatis- 
faflion  of  aitother  kind.  As  he  is  above  trifles,  he  is  ne- 
ver vehement  and  eager  about  them  ;  and  wherever  they 
are  concerned,  rather  acquiefces  than  wrangles.  A  vulgar 
inan^s  converfation  always  favours  ftrongly  of  the  lownefs 
of  his  education  and  company.  It  turns  chiefly  upon 
ills  domelcic  affairs,  his  fervants,  the  excellent  order 
he  keeps  in  his  own  family,  and  the  little  anecdotes  of  the 
aeighbourhood  ;  all  which  he  relates  with  eraphafis,  as 
jnterefiing  matters.     He  is  a  man-goffip. 

Vulgarifm  in  language  is  the  next  and  diftinguiHiing 
charaoieriflic  of  bad  company  and  a  bad  education.  A 
man  of  fa(hion  avoids  nothing  v/ith  more  cate  than  that. 
Proverbial  expreffions,  and  triie  fayings,  are  the  flowers  of 
the  rhetoric  of  a  vulgar  man.  Would  he  fay,  that  msri 
difler  in  their  tafte^  5  he  both  fupports  and  adorns  that  q- 
pinion,  by  the  good  old  faying,  as  he  refpedfully  calls  it, 
that  ^j^at  is  one  mans  Meat  is  another  man^s  Pol/on.  If 
any  body  attempts  being /w^r/,,  ^  he  calls  it,  upon  him  ; 
he  giv»;s  them  Tit  for  Tat,  aye,  that  he  does.  Ha  has  al- 
ways (ome  favourite  word  for  the  time  being  ;  which,  for 
the  fake  of  ufing  often,  he  commonly  abufes  ;  fuch  as, 
nj.iffly  angry,  njajtiy  kind,  'vajily  hatidfome,  and  'vafty 
ugly.  Even  his  pronunciation  of  proper  words,  carries 
the  mark  of  the  beaft  along  with  it  :  He  calls  the  earth 
yearth  \  he  is  ol>leiged,  not  obliged,  to  you  ;  he  goes  ta 
*u:ards,  and  not  towards,  fuch  a  place.  He  fometimes  af- 
hd'.i  hard  words,  by  way  of  ornament,  which  he  always 
mangles  like  a  learned  woman.  A  man  of  fafliisn  never 
bas  lecoarfe  to  proverbs  and  vulgar  aphorifms  ;  ufes   nei« 

ther 


tETTERS  TO  HIS  50K*  37j 

tlier  favourite  words  nor  hard  words  :  but  takes  great  care 
to  rpeak  very  corredly  and  grammatically,  and  to  pro- 
nounce properly  ;  that  is,  according  to  the  ufage  of  the 
beft  companies. 

An  awkward  addrefs,  ungraceful  attitudes  and  a£lions, 
and  a  certain  left  handinofs  (if  I  may  ufe  thar  word)  ]oud> 
ly  proclaim  low  education  »nd  low  company  ;  for  it  is  im- 
pofiible  to  fuppofe  that  a  man  can  have  frequented  good 
company,  without  having  catched  foinething  at  lead  of 
their  air  and  motions.  A  new-raifed  man  is  diftingnifli'^ 
ed  in  a  regiment  by  his  awkwardnefs  ;  but  he  mufl  be 
impenetrably  dull,  if,  in  a  month  or  two's  time,  he  can- 
not perforro  at  leaft  the  common  manual  exercife,  ard  look 
like  a  foldier.  The  very  accoutrements  of  a  man  of  fa-^ 
ihion,  are  grievous  encumbrances  to  a  vulgar  man.  He 
is  at  a  lofs  what  to  do  with  his  hat,  when  it  is  not  upcn 
his  head  :  His  cane  ^if  unfortunately  he  wears  one)  is  at 
perpetual  war  wiih  every  cup  of  tea  or  coSee  he  drinks  ; 
deftroys  them  firft,  and  then  accompanies  them  in  their 
fall.  His  fword  is  formidable  only  to  his  own  legSg 
which  would  poffibly  carry  him  faft  enough  out  of  the  way 
of  any  fword  but  his  own.  His  clothes  fit  him  fo  ill,  and 
conftrain  him  fo  much,  that  he  leems  rather  their  prifoner 
than  their  proprie.or.  He  prefents  himfelf  ia  company. 
like  a  criminal  in  a  court  of  juiJice  ;  his  very  air  coademr.s 
him  ;  and  people  of  fafhion  will  no  more  connect  them- 
felves  with  the  one,  than  people  of  charader  will  with  the 
other.  This  repulfe  drives  and  fiaks  hi  n  into  lovv  con  » 
pany  ;  a  gulph  from  whence  no  man,  after  a  certain  age, 
ever  emerged. 

Les  ma  fit  ere/  nohles  et  aijesy  la  tournure  d'^un  homm^  Js 
eondithTit  le  ten  de  la  Bonne  eotnpagnte,  les  Graces^  le  je  ne 
feats  qusiy  qui  plait ^  are  as  neceffary  to  adorn  aod  intro- 
duce  your  intrinfic  merit  and  knowledge,  as  the  polifh  i? 
f )  the  diamond  ;  which,  without  that  polifh,  would  neve? 
be  worn,  whatever  it  might  weigh.  Da  not  imagine  that 
thefe  accompli(hmcnts  are  only  ufsfu!  with  women  ;  the* 
are  much  more  fo  with  men.  In  a  public  aiTcmblv,  what 
an  advantage  has  a  graceful  fpeaker,  wjth  genteel  motions, 
a  handfOme  figuTe,,and  a  liberal  air,  over  one,  who  (l^alt 
fpeak  full  as  nriixh  good  (^xvky  but  deftitute  of  thcfe  orr3# 
ir^ents  I     In  bufLisfs^  hi>\y  prevalent  are   the  grace,.,    h{>4> 
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detrimental  is  the  want  of  them  !  By  the  help  of  thefe  I 
have  known  fome  men  refufe  favours  lefs  off.nrivcly  than 
others  granted  them.  The  utLiry  of  them  in  Courts,  and 
Negotiations,  is  inconceivable.  You  gain  the  hearts*  and 
confi?quentIy  the  fecrets,  cf  nine  in  ten  that  you  have  to 
do  with,  in  fpight  even  of  their  prudence  ;  which  will, 
nine  times  in  ten,  be  he  dupe  of  their  hearts  and  of  their 
fenfes.  Confider  the  importance  of  thefe  things  as  they 
dcferve,  and  yoa  will  not  lofs  one  raonient  in  the  purfoit 
cfthem. 

Y.u  are  travelling  now  in  a  country  once  fo  famous 
both  for  arts  and  arms,  that  (however  degeoeiated  at 
prffent)  it  ftill  dcferves  your  attention  and  refle^iion* 
View  it,  therefore,  with  care  ;  compare  its  former  *vith 
its  prefent  ftate  ;  and  examine  into  the  caufes  of  its  nfst 
and  its  decay.  Ccnficer  it  ciaffically  and  poli  icalJy  ; 
and  do  not  run  through  it,  as  tou  many  of  your  ycung 
countrymen  do,  muiically,  atid  (to  ufe  a  ridiculous  word) 
Inick  knackieally.  No  piping  nor  fiddling,  I  befeech  ycu  ; 
»o  days  loU  in  poring  upon  almoft  iin perceptible  Ihtdglios 
and  Cameof ;  and  do  not  become  a  Virtuofo  of  fmall  wares. 
Form  a  tafte  of  Painting,  Sculptare,  and  Architedure,  if 
you  pleafe,  by  a  careful  examination  of  the  works  of  the 
beft  ancient  and  modern  artifts  ;  thofe  are  liberal  arts, 
and  a  real  tafte  and  knowledge  of  them  become  a  msn  oi 
fa{h*on  very  well.  But,  beyond  certain  bounds,  the  Man 
of  Tafte  ends,  and  the  frivolous  Vircuofo  begins. 

Your  friend  Mendes,  the  good  Samaritan,  dined  wiih 
me  yeilerday.  He  has  more  good  njsture  and  generciity, 
than  parts.  However,  (  will  iho-.v  him  al!  the  civilities 
that  his  kindnefs  to  you.fo  juitiy  defervfs.  He  tells  me 
that  you  are  tailer  than  I  am,  which  I  am  very  glad  of. 
I  defire  you  may  excel  me  in  every  thing  elfe  too  ;  and, 
far  from  repining,  I  fhall  rtj&ice  at  your  lupiriority  He 
commends  your  friend  Mr.  Stevens,  extremely  ;  of  whcm> 
too,  I  have  heard  fo.  good  a  charaiftcr  from  other  people^ 
t?»3t  I  am  very  glad  of  your  connexion  with  hini.  It 
may  prove  of  ufe  to  you  hereafter.  When  you  meet  with 
fuch  fort  of  Englifhmen  abroad,  who,  either  from  their 
parts,  or  their  rank,  are  likely  to  make  a  figure  at  home, 
1  would  adyife  you  to  cultivate  them,  and  get  their  favo- 
rable teiliraony  cf  you  here,    ef^cdully    ihcfe    who  are  to 

ritu'fe 
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Mturn  to  England  before  you.  Sir  Charles  Williams  has 
puffed  you  (as  the  mob  call  it)  here  extremely.  If  three 
or  four  more  people  of  parts  do  the  fame,  before  you  come 
-^ack,  your  firft  appearance  in  London  will  be  to  great 
advantage.  Many  people  dO)  and  indeed  ought  to  take 
things  upon  trud  ;  many  more  dot  who  need  not  ;  aa4 
few  dare  diflfent  from  an  ellablifhed  opinion.        A^eu. 
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London,  O^obcr  the  zd,  O.  S.  1741?. 
DEAR  BOY, 

I  Received  by'  the  lall  poll  your  letter  of.  the  zid 
September,  N.  S.  but  I  have  not  receitred  that  froni 
'Mr.  Harte,  to  which  you  refer,  and  which,  you  fay,  con- 
tained your  reafons  for  leaving  Verona,  and  returning  to 
Venice  ;  fo  that  I  am  entirely  ignorant  of  them.  Indeed 
the  irregularity  and  negligence  of  the  poft  provoke  me,  a» 
they  break  the  thread  of  the  accounts  I  want  to  receive 
from  you,  and  of  the  inftrucSions  and  orders  which  I  fend 
you  aimed  every  poft.  Of  thefe  Jail  twenty  poi^s,  I  am 
fure  that  I  have  wrote  eighteen,  either  to  you  or  to  Mr. 
Harte  ;  and  it  does  not  appear,  by  your  letter,  that  a]^, 
or  even  any,  of  my  letters  have  been  received.  I  defirej 
for  the  future,  that  both  you  and  Mr.  Harte  will,  con» 
ftantly,  in  your 'letters,  mention  the  dstss  of  mine-  Had 
it  not  been  for  their  mifcarriage,  you  would  not  have  been 
in  the  uncertainty  you  feem.to  be  in  at  pniftnt  with  re- 
gard to  ycur  future  motions.  Had  you  received  my  let- 
ters,  you  would  have  been  by  th's  time  at  Naples  :  but 
we  mufl:,  now,  take  things  where  they  are. 

Upon  -the  receipt  then  of  this  letter,  you  will,  as  fooixas 
conveniently  you  can,  fet  out /or  Rome  j  where  you  will  not 
arrive  too  long  before  the  Jubilee,  confidering  the  di/fi- 
culties  of  getting  lodgings  and  other  accotnodattons  there 
at  this  time,  i  leave  the  choice  of  the  rmt/  to  you  :  bat 
I  da  by  no  means  intend,  that  you  fhould  leave  Rome  a^ 
iter  the  Jubilee,  as  you  feem  to  hint  in  vonr  hucT  ;  on  the 
contrary,  I  will  have  %u 'tie  your  head- (Quarters  for  fix 
■months  at  lead  ;  till  you  uxali  haVe,  in  a  manner,  acqair* 
cd  the  yus  Ci'vitatit  there.  More  things  are  -  to  lie  ite-tt 
C  c  c  *ni 
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and  learned  there,  than  in  any  other  town  in  Europe; 
there  are  the  beft  mafters  to  inllrufl,  and  the  beft  compa- 
Siies  to  poHlh  you.  In  the  fpring,  you  may  make  (if  you 
pJeafe)  frequent  excurfions  to  Naples  ;  hut  Rome  mull 
ftill  be  your  head-quarters,  till  the  heats  of  June  drive  yoti 
from  thence  to  fomc  oth>r  place  in  Italy,  which  we  fhall 
think  of  by  that  time.  As  to  the  expenee,  which  you 
mention,  I  do  not  regard  it  in  the  leaft  ;  from  your  iofan* 
cy  to  th's  day,  I  never  grudged  any  expenee  in  ytur  edu- 
cation, and  ftiil  lefs  do  it  now  that  it  is  become  more  im- 
iportant  and  deciiive.  I  attend  to  the  objects  of  your  ex* 
pences,  but  not  to  the  fums.  I  will -certainly  not  pay  one 
Ihiliing  for  your  lofing  your  nofe,  your-  money,  or  your 
reafon  ;  that  is,  I  will  not  contribute  to  women,  gaming, 
and  drinking.  But  I  will  moft  cheerfully  fupply,  not  on* 
ly  evety  necefiary,  but  every  decent  expenee  you  can 
make.  1  do  not  care  what  the  beftmafters  ccft,  I  woujd 
have  you  as  well  drefTed,  lodged,  and  attended,  as  any 
reafonable  man  of  faihion  is  in  his  travels.  I  would  have 
you  have  that  pocket-money  that  ihould  enable  yoa  to 
make  the  proper  expenee  d*un  bomete  hcitnmt.  In  (hort,  I 
bar  RQ  expenee  that  has  neither  vice  ror  folly  for  its  ob« 
Jeft  ;  and,  under  thofe  two  reafonable  rcftriO^ions,  draw, 
aad  welcome.         . 

As  for  Turin,  yoa  may  go  there  hereafter,  as  a  travel 
Icr,  for  a  month  or  two  ;  but  you  cannot  conveniently  re- 
fide  there  as  an  academician,  for  reafons  which  I  have  for- 
merly communicated  to  Mf;  Harte,  and  which  Mr.  Vil= 
lettes,  fince  his  return  here,  has  fhown  me  in  a  ililf  ftroa- 
ger  light  than  he  had  -done  by  his  letters  from  Turin,  of 
which  I  fent  copies  to  Mr.  Harte,  tliough  probably  he 
Dever  received  them. 

After  you  have  left  Rome,  Florence  is  one  of  the  place's 
with  which  you  ifeould  be  thoroughly  acquainted.  1  know 
that  there Js  a  great  deal'  of  gaming  there  :  but,  at  thu 
fame  time,  there  are,  in  every  place^  fome  p^-ople  who^e 
fortunes  are  ^ilher  too  fmall,  or  whofe  underftandings  are 
too  good,  to  allow  thetn  to  play  for'  any  thing  above 
trifles  ;  and  with  thofe  people  you  will  aflbciate  your  Tel  f, 
ifyou  have  not  (as  I  am  ^'jred  you  have  nor,  in  thi: 
lead)  the  fpirit.of  gaming  in  you.  Moreover,  at  rufpec- 
tsd  pJ^J^>  fuch  as  Florence,  Turin,  and  Faris,   I  IhaJl    be 

more 
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more  attentive  to  your  draughts,  and  fucH  as  exceed  a  pro* 
per  ard  handfome  expence  will  not  be  anfwered  ;  for  I 
can  eafily  know  wkeiher  yon  gams  or  not,  without  being 
told. 

Mr.  Harte  will  determine  your  route  to  Rome,  as  he 
ihall  think  belt  ;  whether  along  the  coaft  of  the  Adriatic, 
or  that  of  the  Mediterranean,  it  is  eqijal  to  me  ;  but  you 
will  obfcrve  lo  come  back  a  different  way  from  that  you 
went. 

Since  your  health  is  (o  well  reflored,  I  am  riot  forry  that 
you  are  returned  to  Venice,  for  I  love  Gapitals.  Every 
thing  is  bed  at  Capitals  ;  the  beft  mafters,  the  bed  com- 
panies, and  the  befl  manners.  Many  other  places  ar6 
worth  feeing,  but  Capitals  only  are  worth  reading  at.  I 
am  very  glad  that  Madame  Capello  received  you  fo  well  ; 
Monfieur,  I  was  fore  would  :  pray  affure  them  both  of  my 
refpeils,  and  of  my  fenfibility  of  their  kindnefs  to  you* 
Their  hoafe  will  hz  a  very  good  one  for  you  at  ^ome  ; 
and  I  would  advife  you  to  be  domeftic  in  it,  if  you  can. 
But  Madame,  I  can  tell  you  requires  great  attentions. 
Madame  Micheli  has-written  a  very  favourable  account  of 
you  to  my  friend  the  Abbe  GrotTa  Telia,  in  a  letter  which 
he  (Ko.ved  me,  and  in  which  there  are  fo  many  civil  things 
to  mvfelf,  that  I  would  wifh  to  tell  her  how  much  I  think 
myfelf  obliged  :o  her.  I  approve  very  mach  of  the  allot- 
men:  of  year  time  at  Venice;  pray  go  on  fo,  fjr  a  twelve- 
month  at  Icaft,;  wherever  you  are.  You  will  iiud  your  own 
account  in  it. 

I  like  your  lad  letter,  \^hich  gives  me  an  account  of 
yourfelf,  and  your  own  tranfaftions  ;.  for,  though  I  do  not 
recommend  the  egotifm  to  you  with  regard  to  any  body 
clfc,  I  defire  that  you  will  ule  it  with  me,  and  with  me 
only.  I  intereft  myfelf  in  all  that  you  do  ;  and  as  yes 
(except  Mr.  Harce)  nobody  e'fe  does.  He  muft  of  coarfe 
know  all,    and  I  A^id^Q  to  know  a  great  deal. 

I  am  g^ad  you  have  received,  and  c^at  you  like  the  dia- 
mond buckUes.  I  am  very  willing  that  you  (h'duld  make, 
but  very  unwilling  that  you  Ihould  cutf  a  figure  with  them 
at  the  Jubilee  ;  the  cutting  a  figure  being  the  very  \^-^t^ 
vulgarifm  in  the  Englifa  language,  and  equal  in  elegancy 
to  Tes^  ?ny  Lady^  and  No,''my  Lady,  The  words  I'aji  and 
vajlht    you  will   have  found  ^by  my  former  letter,  that  I 

had 
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had  proicribed  out  of  the  diftion  of  a  gentleman,  unlcfs  in 
their  proper  fignification  of  Jl-ze  and  bulk.  Not  only  in^ 
language,  but  in  every  thing  tMty  take  great  care  that  the 
lirft  impreflions  you  give  of  yourfelf  may  be  not  only  fa- 
vourable, but  pleafing,  engaging,  nay  fcdocing.  They 
arc  often  decifive  ;  I  confefs  they  are  a  good  deal  fo  with 
me,  and  I  cannot  wifli  for  farther  acquaintance  with  a  man 
whofe  firft  absrd  and  addrefs  difpleafe  me. 

So  many  of  my  letters  have  mifcarried,  and  I  know  fo 
little  which,  that  I  am  forced  to  repeat  the  fame  thing  o- 
ver  and  over  again  eventually.  This  ii  one.  I  have  wrote 
twice  to  Mr.  Harte,  to  have  your  picture  drawn  in  miniature 
while  you  were  at  Venice,  and  to  fend  it  me  in  a  letter  : 
It  is  all  one  to  me  whether  in  enamel  or  in  water-colours, 
provided  it  is  but  rery  like  you.  I  would  have  you  drawn 
exaftly  as  you  are,  and  in  no  whimiical  drefs.  I  lay  more 
ftrefs  upon  the  likenefs  of  the  pi6lure,  than  upon  the  ta^e 
and  ikill  of  the  painter.  It  this  be  not  already  done,  I 
defire  that  you  will  have  it  done  forthwith,  -  before  you 
leave  Venice  ;  and  inclofe  it  in  a  letter  to  me  j  which 
letter  for  greater  fecurity,  I  would  have  you  dcfire  Sir 
James  Gi^y  to  inclofe  in  his  packet  to  the  office  ;  as  I, 
for  the  fame  reafon,  fend  this  under  his  cover.  \i  the 
pitlure  be  done  upon  vellum^,  ic  will  be  the  moil  portable. 
3eiid  mt,  at  the  fame  time,  a  thread  of  filk  of  your  own 
length  exa^ly.  1  am'folicituous  about  your  figure  ;  con- 
vinced, by  a  thoufand  inftances,  that  a  good  one  is  a  real 
advantage,  ilf^w///?^^  in  corpore/ano,  is  the  firft  and  great- 
^il  bleffing.  I  would  add,  et  pulchroy  to  complete  it» 
May  you  have  that,  and  ev^ry  other  i         Adieu. 

Kavp  you  received  my  letters  of  recommendation  toCar- 
cir.al  Albani,  and  the  Dakc  de  Nivernois,  at  Rome  I 
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London,   O^ober  the  oth,  O.  S.  174^, 
BEAR  BQY, 

IF  this  letter  finds  you  at  all,  of  which  I  am  very  doubt- 
fuL  it  vvill  ^-nd  you  at   Venice,    prepa;ing    for    your 
journey  to  Rome  5  whiph,  by  my  laH  letter  t©  }lix,  |iarte, 

I 


LETTERS  TO  HIS  SON,  .       37^ 

I  advifed  yoo  to  make  along  the  coaft  of  the  Adriatic, 
through  Rimini,  Loretto,  Ancona,  h^c.  places  that  ar^all 
worth  Jeeing,  .but  not  worth  flaying  at.  And  fuch  I  rec- 
kon all  places  where  the  eyes  only  are  employed.  Re- 
mains of  antiq°uity,  public  buildings,  paintings,  fculpiure.'i, 
i^c.  ought  to  be  feen,  and  that  with  a  proper  degree  of 
attention  ;  but  this  is  foon  done,  for  they  are  only  out- 
fides.  It  is  not  fo  with  more  important  objefls  ;  the  in" 
fides  of  which  muft  be  feen  ;  and  they  require  and  dtferve 
much  more  attention*  The  charaders,  the  Heads,  and 
the  Hearts,  of  Men,  ^re  the  ufeful  fcjence  of  which  I 
wou'd  have  you  perfejfl  mafter.  That  fcience  is  bell 
taught  and  bell:  learnt  in  Capitals,  where  every  human 
paflion  has  its  objeft,  and  exerts  all  its  force  or  ali  its  art 
in  the  purfuit.  I  iielieve  there  is  no  place  in  th^  world, 
where  every  paffion  is  buiier,  appears  in  more  fli^pes,  and 
is  conduced  wich  more  art,  than  at  Kome.  Therefore, 
when  you  are  there,  do^ot  imagine  that  the  Capitol,  the 
Vatican,  and  the  Pantheon,  are  the  principal  obje6:s  of 
your  curiofity.  But,  for  one  minute  that  you  bellow  upon 
thofe,  employ  ten  days  in  inforniing  yourfelf  of  the  nature 
of  that  governtnerft,  the  rife  and  decay  of  the  Papal  pow- 
er, the  politics  of  that  Court,  the  Brigues  of  the  Cardi- 
nals ;  the  tricks  of  the  Conclaves  ;  and,  in  general;  every 
thing  that  relates  to  the  interior  of  that  extraordinary  go- 
vernTfient  ;  founded  originally  upon  the  ignorance  and 
fuperftition  of  mankind,  extended  hy  the  weaknefs  of  feme 
Princes,  and  the  ambition  of  others  ;  declining  of  late,  in 
proportion  as  knowledge  has  increafed  ;  and  owing  n^ 
prcfent  precarious  fccurity,  not  to  the  religion,  the  aife^li- 
on,  or  the  fear,  of  the  Temporal  Powers,  but  to  the  jea- 
loufy  of  each  other.  The  Pope's  Excommunications  are 
no  longer  dreaded  ;  his  Indu]ger\cies  little  folicited,  and 
fell  very  bhcap  ;  and  his  territories,  formidable  t,o  no  Pow- 
er, are  coveted  by  many,  and  will,  moll  undoubtedly, 
within  a  Century,  be  fcantled  out  am^ng  the  great  Pow- 
ers, who  have  now  a  footing  in  Italy,  Whenever  they  can 
agree  upon  the  divifion  cf  the  Bear's  fkin.  Fray  inform 
yourfelf  thoroughly  of  the  hiftory  of  the  Popes  and  of  the 
Popedom  ;  which,  for  many  centuries,  is  interwoven  with 
the  Miftory  of  all  Europe,     Rtad    the    be^   authors  who 
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treat  of  thefe  matters,  and  cfpecially  Fra  Paola,  de  Bins* 
ficiis  ;  a  ftiort.  but  very  material  book.  You  will  find  at 
Rome  fome  of  all  the  religious  Orders  in  the  Chriftiaa 
world.  Inform  youifelf  carefully  oT  their  origin,  their 
founders,  their  rules,  their  reforms,  and  even  their  drclTes : 
get  acquainted  with  feme  of  all  of  them,  but  particularly 
with  the  Jefuits  ;  whofe  focieiy  I  look  upon  to  be'  the 
jnoll  able  and  beft  governed  fociety  in  the  world.  Get 
acquainted,  if  you  can,  with  their  Genera],  who  always 
refides  at  Rome  \  and  who,  though  he  has  no  feeming 
power  oat  uf  his  own  Society,  has  (it  may  be)  more  real 
influence  over  the  whole  wojld,  than  any  temporal  Prince 
in  it.  They  have  almoft  engroffed  the  education  of  youth  ; 
they  are,  in  general,  ConfefTors  to  raoft  of  the  Princes  of 
Europe  ;  and  they  are  the  principal  MrfHonaries  out  of 
it  :  which  three  articles  give  them  a  moll  exteniive  inEu* 
ence, 'and  folid  advantages  ;  witnefs  their  fetilement  in 
Paraguay.  The  Catholics,  in  general,  declaim  againft 
tliat  fociety  ;  and  yet  are  all  governed  by  individuals  of  it. 
They  have,  by  turns,  been  bani(hed,  and  with  infamy, 
^Imoil  every  country  in  Europe  ;  and  have  always  found 
means  to  be  reilo»'ed,  even  with  triu.niph.  In  fiiort,  I 
kiiow  no  government  in  the  world  that  is  carried  on  upon 
iisch  deep  principles  of  policy,  i  will  not  add  morality. 
Converfe  with  ihem,  frec^ucnt  them,  court  them  ;  but 
know  them. 

Inform  yourfelf  too  of  that  infernal  Court,  the  Inquiii- 
tion  ;  which,  though  not  {a  confiderable  at  Rome  ai  in 
Spain  and  Fortugal,  will,  however,  be  a  good  fample  to 
you  of  what  the^vil'any  of  iome  men  can^contrive,  the 
folly  of  Others  receive,  and  both  together  eUablifh,  in  fpite 
of  the  firft  rratural  principles  of  reafon,  j-jftice,  and  equity. 

Thefe  are  the  proper  and  ufeful  objects  of  the  attention 
cf  a  man  cf  fenfe,  when  he  travels  ;  and  thefe  are  the 
objects  for  which  I  have  fent  you  abroad  ;  and  I  hope  you 
will  return  thoroughly  informed  of  thsm. 

I  receive  this  very  ir-oment,  Mr.  Harte's  letter  cf  the  ift 
October,  N.  3.  but  I  have  never  received  his  former,  tq 
which  he  refers  in  this,  and  you  refer  in  your  laft,  in 
which  he  gave  me  the  reafons  for  your  leaving  Verona  fo 
foon  ;  nor  have  I  ever  received  that  letter  in  which  your 
cafe  wa5  ftatcd  by  yojjr  phyficians,     Letters    to   and  fr^m 
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me  have  worfe  luck  than  other  people's  ;  for  you  have 
written  to  mc,  and  I  to  you,  for  thefe  laft  three  months, 
by  way  of  Germany,  with  as  little  fuccefs  as  before. 

I  am  edified  with  your  morning  applications,  and  yoar 
evening  gallantries*  at  Venice,  of  which  Mr.  Harte  gives 
me  an  account.  Pray  go  on  with  both,  there,  and  after- 
wards at  Rome  ;  where,  provided  you  arrive  in  the  begin- 
ning of  December,  you  may  ftay  at  Venice  as  much  lon- 
ger as  you  pleafe. 

Make  my  compliments  to  Sir  James  ^ray  and  Mr, 
Smith,  with  my  acknowledgments  for  the  great  civilities 
they  (how  you. 

I  wrote  to  Mr.  Harte,  by  the  kfi;  poll,  O£lober  the 
6th,  O.  S.  and  will  write  to  him  in  a  poll  or  two  upon 
the  contents  of  his^aft  1  Adieu  !  Feint  de  dejira^iom  5 
and  remember  the  Gracfs, 


L-   E    T    T    E    R      CLXVI. 

London,  Oflober  the  17th.  O.  S.  174^. 
DEAR  BOY, 

THave,  a:  laft,  received  Mr.  Harte's  letter,  of  the  T^th 
September,  N.  S,  from  Verona.  Your  rcalbns  for' 
liaving  that  place  weravery  good  ones  ;  and,  as  you  Ilaid 
there  long  enough-to  fee  what  was  to  be  fesn,  Venice  (as 
a  Capital)  is,  in  my  opinion,  a- much  better  place  for  your 
refidence.  Capitals  are  always  the  feats  of  Arcs  and  Sci- 
ences and  the  beft  companies.  I  have  ftuck  to  them  all 
my  life-time^  and  i  advife  you  to  do  ^o  too. 

You  will  have  received,  in  my  three  or  four  laft  leitzTn^ 
my  directions  for  your  further  motions  to  another  C^ipiral  ; 
where  I  propofe  that  your  flay  (hall  be  pretty  confiderable* 
The  expence,  I  am  well  aware,  will  be  lb  too  ;  hut  thar, 
as  I  told  you  before,  will  have  no  weight  when  your  ira- 
provement  and  advanfage  are  in  the  other  fcale.  I  do  not 
care  a  groat  what  it  is,  if  neither  Vice  nor  Folly  are  the 
objcfts  of  it,,  and  if  Mr.  Harte  gives  his  lanciion. 

1  am  very  v^ell  pleafed  with  ypar  account  of  Carnio/2  : 
thofe  are  the  kind  of  obj^-ds  worthy  of  your  inquiries  and 
kfiowl-edge;  The  Produce,  the  Taxes,  the  IVsde,  the 
Manufafrures,  the    Strength,  the  Weaknefsj    th§  Govern- 
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ment  of  the  feveralcoun tries »  which  a  man  of  fenfe  travels 
through,  arc  the  material  points  to  which  he  attends  ;  and 
leaves  the  Steeples,  the  Market  places,  and  the  Signs,  to 
the  laborious  and  curious  refearches  of  Dutch  and  German 
travellers. 

Mr.  Harte  tells  me,  that  he  intends  to  give  you,  by 
laeaos  of  Signor  Vicentini,  a  general  notion  of  Civil  and 
Military  Architefture  ;  with  which  I  am  very  well  pleafed. 
They  are  frequent  fubjefts  of  converfation  ;  and  it  is  very 
right  that  you  fhould  have  fome  idea  of  the  latter,  and  a 
good  tafte  of  the  former  ;  and  you  may  very  foon  learn  as 
much  as  you  need  know  of  either.  If  you  read  about  on^ 
third  of  Palladio^s  Book  of  %rchit:e£iure  with  fome  Skil- 
ful perlbn,  and  then  with  that  perfon  examine  the  betl 
buildings  by  thofe  rules,  you  will  k«ow  the  diferent  pro- 
portions of  the  different  Orders,  the  feveral  diameters  of 
their  columns,  their  intercolumniations,  their  feveral  ufes, 
tsfr.  The  Corinthian  Order  is  chiefly  ofed  In  magnificent 
buildings,  where  ornament  and  decoration  are  the  princi- 
pal obje£ls  ;  the  Doric  is  calculated  for  ftrengih  j  and  the 
Ionic  partakes  of  the  Doric  ftrength,  and  of  the  Corinthi- 
an ornaments.  The  Compcfite  and  the  Tufqan  Orders 
are  more  modern,  and  were  unknown  to  the  Greeks  :  the 
one  is  too  light,  the  other  too  clamfy.  You  may  foon  be 
acquainted  whh  the  cgnfiderable  parts  of  Civil  Architec- 
ture ;  and  for  the  minute  and  mechanical  parts  of  it,  Icsve 
them  to  mafons,  bricklayers,  and  Lord  Bur.Iingtcn  ;  who 
has  to  a  certain  degree  leiTened  hiinfelf,  by  knowing  them 
too  well.  Obferve  the  fame  rneihod  as  to  MiTitary  Ar- 
chitefi:ure  :  underhand  the  terms  ;  know  the  general  rules, 
and  then  fee  them  in  execution  wich  lOiXie  /kilful  perforr. 
Go  with  fome  Engineer  or  old  O^cer,  anu  view,  with 
care,  tke  real  fortifications  of  fome  ftrong  place  ;  and  you 
will  get  a  clearer  idea  of  Baftions,  Half  moons,  Horn- 
works,  R.avelins,  Glacis,  t^c.  than  all  the  cRarters  in -thiT 
world  Could  giv-e  you  upon  paper.  And  thus  much  I 
would,  by  al!  means,  have  you  know  of  Both  Civii  and 
Military  Archire£lure. 

I  would  alfo  have  you  acquire  a libfrral  tafte  of  the  two,libe- 
ral  arts  of  Painting  and  Scuip!u?e  ;  but  without  defcend- 
ing  into  thofc  minuties^    which  our  modern  Virfuafi  mofl 

sh^aedly 


LITTERS  TO  HIS  SON.  38^ 

aiFeftedly  dwell  upan.  Obferve  th«  great  parts  attentive- 
ly  :  fee  if  nature  be  truly  reprefen ted  ;  if  the  paffijas  are 
ilrongly  expfeiled  ;  if  the  charaders  are  prefervcd  :  and, 
leave  the  trifling  pans,  with  threir  iittle  jargon,  to  affefteid, 
puppies.  I  would  advife  you,  aifo,  to  read  the  hiftory  oi^ 
the  Painters  and  Sculptors  ;  and  I  know  cone  better  thaa 
Felibien's.  There  are  many  in  Italian  ;  you  will  inform 
yourfelf  which  are  the  beft.  It  is  a  part  of  Hiltory,  very 
entertdning,  curious  enough,  and  not  quite  ufelefs.  All 
tjiefe  fort  of  things  I  would  have  you  know,  to  a  cerfai* 
degree  ;  but  remember,  that  they  mud  only  betheamufe- 
xnents,  aadnot  the  bufincfs,  of  a  man  of^parts. 

Since  writing  to  me  in  German  would  take  up  fo  much  ot 
your  time,  of  which  I  would  not  now  have  one  momen  t  wafted, 
I  will  accept  of  your  compofition,  and  content  myfeif  with 
a  moderate  German  letter,  once  a  fortnight,  to  LadyChef* 
terfield^  or  Mr.  Grevenkop.  My  meaning  was,  only  that 
you  fhould  not  forget  what  you  had  already  learned  of  the 
German  language  and  character  ;  but,  oa  the  contrary, 
that,  by  frequent  ufe,  it  fliould  grcyw  more  eafy  and  fami- 
liar. Provided  you  take  care  of  that,  1  do  not  care  by^ 
what  means  :  but  I  do  defire,  that  you  will  ev&ry  day  of 
your  life  fpeal^  Gerjnan  to  fomebody  or  other  (for  yoa 
will  meet  with  Germans  enough)  and  write  a  line  or  two 
of  it  every  day  to  keep  yodr  hand  m.  Why  ihould  you 
not  (for  inftance)  write  your  own  little  memorariduais  znd 
sccouats  in  that  language  and  charader ';  by  which,  too, 
you  would  have^  this  advaatage  into  the  barggin,  tuat,  if 
xnillaid,  few  but^yourfelf  could  read  ihem. 

I  am  extremely  glad  to  hear,  that  yea  like  the  aireai- 
blles  at  Venice  well  enough  to  facrifice  forae  fuppers  uj 
them  ;  for  I,  hear  thst  you  do  not  diilike  your  (apperf 
neither,  it  is  therefore 'pla'in,  that  there  is  fomebody,  or 
fomethin'g,  at  thofie  afTemblies',  vy'hich  you  like  better  than( 
your  meat.  And  as  I  know  ti'iere  is  none  bat  good  cora- 
pany  at  thofe  affembli^is,  I  sm  very  glad  to  frnd  th*<  yo\i 
like  good  company  fo"  well,  [already  imagine  you  a  lit-' 
tie  fmoothed  by  rt  ;  and  th^'t  you  have  ettLsr  resigned 
yourfelf,  or  that  they  have  laughed  you,  out  cf  .your  ab- 
fences  and  diJlra^tJns  \  for  I  canno:  lappofe  ihit  you  ga' 
there  lo  infulc  tiiem,  I  likewife  imagine,  that  you  \vi!^' 
t-i  b'e  wdco'me  inhere  you  wi!h  to  ,^3  ,  aad,  c.>r;f^^uenjly; 
i>  d  d    ~  ifeaf 
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that  you  both  prefent  and  behave  yourfelf  there,  in  gatani 
htmnte,  tt  pas  en  bourgscs. 

If  you  have  vowed  to  any  body  there,  one  of  thofe  eter- 
nal paflions,  which  I  have  fome  iraes  known,  by  great  ac- 
cident, laft  three  months  ;  I  can  tell  you,  that  wichoat 
^rcat  attention,  infinite  politenefs,  and  engaging^  air  and 
manners,  the  omens  will  be  finifter,  and  the  Goddefs  un- 
propitious»  Pray  tell  me,  what  are  the  atnufements  of 
thofe  aiTcmblies  ?  Are  they  little  commercial  play,  are 
they  mufic,  are  they  la  helU  converjatioriy  or  are  they  all 
three  ?  T  fiU-t^-on  le  parfait  amour  /  T  debite-t^-tn  Its 
heaux  jentimens  ?  Ou  eh  ce  qu'ony.  park  Epigramme  f  And 
pray  which  is  your  depariment  ?'  Tutu  depone  in  auT^ibuf. 
Whichever  it  is,  endeavour  to  ftiine,  and  excel  in  it.  Airo, 
at  leaft,  at  the  perfe^ion  of  every  thing  that  is  worth  do- 
ing at  all  J  and  you  will  come  nearer  it  than  you  would 
imagine  ;  but  thofe  always  crawl  infinitely  Ihort  of  it, 
whole  aim  'u  only  mediocrity.        Adieu. 

P,  S,  ^y  an  uncommon  diligence  of  the  poi^,  1  have 
this  moment  received  your^  of  the  9th,  N»  S. 
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London,  C£^ober  the  24th,  O.  S,  1749. 
BEAR  BOY, 

By  my  lad  I  only  acknowledged,  by  this  I  anfwer, 
your  letter  of  the  9th  Oetober,  N,  S. 
1  am  very  glad  that  you  approvea  of  my  letter  of  Sep- 
tember the  1 2th,  O.  S.  bscaufe  it  is  upon  that  foo ring 
that  I  always  propofe  living  with  you,  i  will  adviie  yoyi 
feriouily  as  a  friend  of  fome  sxperience,  and  I  will  cor» 
verfe  with  you" cheerfully  as  a  companion  :  the  authority 
of  a  parent  fhall  for  ever  be  hid  afide  ;  for,  wherever  i« 
js  exerted,  it  is  ufclefs  ;  llnce,  if  you  have,  neither  fenfe  or 
fsntimenis  encugh  to  follow  my  advice  as  a  friend,  four 
unwilling  obedience  to  my  orders  as  a  father  will  be  a  ve» 
ry  awkward  and  unavailing  one  both. to  yourfelf  and  me. 
Tacitus,  fpeaking  of  an  army  that  awkwardly  and  uiiwil-, 
iingl>  obeyed  its  Geiierals,   only  iiQtsi'  the  fear  of  puniih. 
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:ni«Dt,  fays,  they  obeyed  indeed,  Sed  ut  qui  mallent  juja 
Imperaterum  interprefarlt  quam  exequi.  For  my  owa  part, 
I  difclaim  fuch  obedience. 

You  think,  I  find,  that  you  do  not  underftand  Italian  ; 
but,  \  can  tell  you,  that,  like  the  Bourgeois  gentilhmme, 
who  fpoke  profe  without  knowing  it,  you  underftand  % 
great  deal,  though  you  do  not  know  that  you  do  5  £or,^ 
whoever  underftands  Frefich  and  Latin  fo  wei!  as  y@u  A09 
underftands  at  leafi  half  the  Italian  language,  and  has  \tt'^ 
little  occafion  for  a  Diftionary.  And  for  the  idioms,  the 
phrafes,  and  the  delicacies  of  it,  converfation  and  a  little 
attention  will  teach  them  you,  and  that»foon  ;  therefore, 
pray  fpeak  it  in  company,  right  or  wrong,  a.  tort  eu  a  tra* 
^irst  as  foon  as  ever  you  have,  got  words  enough  to  aCc  z 
common  queilion,  or  give  a  common  anfvver.  If  you  caa 
only  fay  Suon giarne,  fay  it,  inftead  of  faying  hmjour^  I 
fneah  to  tvtty  Italian  ;  the  anfwer  to  it  will  teach  yoix 
more  words,  and,  infenfibly,  you  will  be  very  fcon  maftef 
of  that  eafy  language.  You  are  quite  right  in  not  neglec- 
ting your  German  for  it,  and  in  thinking  that  it  will  be 
of  more  ufe  to  you  :  it  certainly  will,  ia  the  courfe  of 
yaur  bunnefs  ;  but  Italian  has  its  ufe  too,  and  is  an  orna- 
m en t  into  the  bargain,  there  being  many  very  polite  and 
good  authors  in  that  language.  The  reafon  you  affign 
for  having  hitherto  met  wich  none  of  my  fwarms  0/  Ger- 
mans, in  Italy,  is  a  VQty  folid  ©ne  ;  and  I  can  eafiJy  con- 
ceive, that  the  expeace  necelTary  for  a  traveller,  mufl  a« 
mount  to  a  number  of  Thahrs,  Gro/chen^  and,  Krtut^en^ 
trerneRdous  to  a  German  fortune.  Howeveri  you  will 
£nd  feveral  at  Rome,  either  Kcckiiaftics,  or  in  the^^zV^Oi 
the  Imperial  Miniftcr  ;  and  more  when  you  come  into  Cnt 
Milanefe,  among  the  Queen  of  Hungary's  Officers.  Be- 
Sdes,  you  have  a  Saxon  fervant,  to  whom,  I  hope,  yoit 
fpeak  nothing  but  G-rman. 

-I  have  had  the  moil  obliging  letter  in  the  world,  from 
Monfxeur  Capello  ;  in  which,  he  fpeaks  very  advsntap.e- 
oaily  of  *you,  and  promifes  you  his  protetSion  at  Roioe,  I 
liave  wrote  him  an  anfwer,  by  which  I  hope"  i  have  domef« 
ticafed  you  at  his  hotel  there  ;  v/hich  I  advlfe  yoa  to  fre- 
quent as  much  as  you  caa.  II  eft  njrai  q-j'il  ne  pdie  pat 
heaiuoup  de  fa  figure  ;  but  he  has  fenfe  and  kno  v'cdge  ..': 
l-atiorni  with  a  great  exp.vknce  i^x  auuuef?,    r\''i'^  %  beer* 
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already  EmbafTador  at  Madrid,  Vienna,  and  London  ;  and 
I  am  very  Cure  that  fee  will  fee  willing  to  give  yon  any  ino 
formations  in  that  way  that  he  can 

Madame  was  a  capricious  whimfical  fine  lady,  till  the 
fm all  pox,  which  ihe  got  here,  by  leflVning  her  beauty, 
ielTened  her  humours  too  ;  but,  as  I  preftfme  1t  did  not 
change  her  fex,  I  truil  to  that  for  her  having  fuch  a  Iharc 
of  them  left,  as  may  contribute  to  fmoothe  and  pqlifh 
you.  She,  doubtlefs,  ftill  thinks,  that  Ihe  has  beauty  e- 
nough  remaining  to  entitle  her  to  the  attentions  always 
paid  to  beauty,  and  {he  has  certainly  rank  enough  to^re- 
<|uire  refpeftr  Thofe  are  the  fDrt  of  women  who  polifh 
a  young  man  the  mod  ;  and  who  give  him  ifcat  habit  of 
complaifance,  and  that  ftexibility  and  verfatility  of  man- 
ners, which  prove  of  great  ufe  to  him  with  men  and  in 
the  couTfe  of  bufinefs. 

You  Hiuft  always  expe&  to  hear  more  or  lefs  from  me 
open  that  important  fubjefl  of  Manners,  Graces,  Addrefs, 
and  that  ^indefinable  je  ne  /(an  quoi  that  ever  pleafes.  I 
have  reafon  to  believe  that  you  want  nothing  elfe.  But  I 
have  r^zCon  to  fear,  too,  that  you  want  thefe/;  and  that 
want  w,iil  ke<?p  you  poor,  itPthe  midft  of  all  the  plenty  of 
knowledge  which  you  may  have  treafured  up.     Adieu. 


LETTER      CLXyin. 

London,   November  the  3d,    O.  S.  174Q, 
^   DEAR  ROY,    ^  .   ' 

FROM  the  time  that  you  have  had  life,  it  Jias  been 
the  principal  and  favourite  ohjeift  of  mine,^  to  make 
you  ss  perfed  as  the  imperfefiiGns  of  human  nature  will 
allow  :  in  this  view,  I^have  grudged  no  pains  nor  expence 
in  ycur  education  ;  convinced  that  ediicaticn,  more  than 
Nature,  is  the  caafe  oi  that  great  Gi^;rence  which  we  fes 
in  the  charaders  of  men.  While  y»_;u  were  a  child,  1  en- 
dcavQured  to  form  your  heart  habi;uaHy  to  Virtue  and 
Honour,  before  your  underftandmg  was  capable  of /how- 
ing  you  their  beauty  and  utility.  Thofe  principles,  v»hich 
ycu  then  got,  like  vour  gra.rnmar-rules,  only  by  rote,  are 
now,  I  am  perfuaded,  fixed  and  ct^nfirmed  by  leafon. 
And  indeed  they  are  io  plain  and  clear,    that  they  require 
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but  a  very  moderate  degree  of  underftand^'ng,  either  to 
corn^rc'l-iend  or  pradlife  ihem.  Lord  Shaffefbury  fdys,  very 
prettily,  thac  he  wouia  be  virtuous  for  his  own  fake,  thd* 
nobody  were  «)  know  it  ;  a<  he  woa'd  be  clean  for  his 
own  fake,  though  nobodv  were  to  (ce  hint.  I  have  there- 
fort-,  fince  you  hnve  haa  ihe^  ufe  of  your  reafon,  never 
written  to  you  upon  'to(e  lubjcdi  ;  they  fpeak  bell  for 
themlelves  ;  and  ifhiuld,  now,  j  d  as  fuon  think  of 
Wirping  you  gravel)  not  to  fall  into  the  din  pr  the  he, 
as  into  dilhonyur  01  Vice  Tnis  view  of  mine  I  conQder 
as  fuily  auained  My  next  oh'yM  was,  found  and  ufeful 
Learning,  My  own  care  fiili,  Mr.  Harte's  afterwards, 
and  of  late  (I  will  own  it  to  your  praife)  your  own  *.?• 
pHcaci  n,  nave  more  than  aniwered  my  txpedla  irns  ia 
that  particular  ;  andj  I  hav«  reafon  to  believe,  will  anf- 
wer  even  my  wiOies.  All  that  remains  for  me  then  to 
wilh>  to  recoiTimend,  to  incucare,  to  order,  and  to  inHil 
upon,  is  Good-breeding  ;  without  which,  all  your  other 
l^ualificauons  will  be  lame,  unado'red,  and,  to  a  crrtain 
degree,  unavailing.  And  hf re  I  fear,  and  have  too  much 
reafon  to  believe,  that  you  are  greatly  deficient.  The  re- 
mainder of  this  letter,  therefore,  (hail  be  (and  it  will  not 
be  the  J  aft  by  a  great  many)  upon  that  fubjedl. 

A  fiiepd  of  yours  and  mine  has  \tij  julL'y  defiaei 
Good-breeciing  to  be,  the  refult  sf  much  good-jen/e, 
feme  good-nature f  and  a  Utile  felf-dittial  for  the  fake  of  q. 
therSy  and  IV  it  h  a  'vievj  to  obtain  the  fame  indulgence  from, 
them.  Taking  this  for  granted,  (as  1  think  it  cannot  be 
difputed)  it  is  aftonifhing  to  me,  that  any  body,  who  ha? 
good-fenfe  and  good-nature  (and  I  believe  you  have  both) 
can  eflentially  fail  in  good-breeding.  As  10  the  modes  of 
it,  indeed,  ihey  vary  according  to  perfons,  places,  and  cir- 
cumftances,  ap.d  are  onfy  to  be  acquired  by"  obfcrvation. 
iand  experience  ;  but  the  fubftance  of  it  is  every  where  an^J 
Internally  the  fame.  Good  manners  are,  to  particular  {q* 
cieties,  what  good  morula  are  to  fcciety  in  general  ;  their 
cement,  and  their  fecurity.  And,  as  laws  are  enaifled  to 
enforce  good  morals,  or  at  leall  to  prevent  the  ill  effects  of 
bad  ones  ;  fo  there  are  certain  rules  of  civility,  univerfal- 
ly  implied  and  received,  to  enforce  good  manners,  and 
punifn  bad  ones.  And  indeed  there  Teems  to  nie  to  be 
fefs  difference,  both  between  the  crimes  and  puniihnfjetits, 
^      •  thaa 
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than  at  firft  one  would  imagine.  The  immoral  man,  who 
invades  another's  propsriy,  is  juftly  hanged  for^it  ;  and 
the  iti-bred  man,  who  by  his  ill  manners  invades  and  dif- 
turbs  the  quiet  and  comforts  of  private  life,  is  by  coraraoh 
«onfent  a^  juftly^baniflied  fociety.  Mutual  complifances, 
attentions,  and  facriiices  of  little  conveniences,  are  as  na" 
tural  an  implied  ccmpaCl  between  civilized  people,. as  pre- 
te6lion  and  obedience  are  between  Kings  and  fubjeds  : 
whoever,  in  either  cafe,  violates  rhat  compact,  julily  for- 
feits all  advantages  ariiing  from  it.  For  my  own  part,  I 
really  think,  that,  next  to  (he  ccnfcioufnefs  of  doing  a  good 
allien,  that  of  doing  a  civil  one  is  the  moll  pleaJing  :  and 
the  epithet  which  I  ihoul^  covet  the  mcft,  next  to  ihat  cf 
Aridides,  would  be  that  of  well-  bred.  Thus  much  for 
good-breeding  in  general  ;  I  will  aov?  conlider  fome  6f 
the  various  modes  and  degrees  of  it. 

Very' few,  fcarcely  any,  are  wanting  in  the  refpefl  which 
they  ihould  {how  to  thofe  whom  they  acknowledge  to  be 
infinitely  their  fuperiors  ;  fuch  as  Cro\vned  Hv^ads,  Prin^tes^ 
and  public  perfons  of  diitinguiflisd  and  "(kDineat  ports,  it 
is  the  manner  of  fhowing  that  refped  which  is  diiferent. 
The  man  of  fafhion,  and  of  the  world,  expreifes  it  in  its 
fuMefl  extent  ;  but  naturally,  eafily,  and  without  concern  : 
whereas  a  man,  who  is  not  ufed  to  keep  good  cempanVj 
expr^ iles  it  awkwardly  ;  one  fees  that  he  is  not  ufed  to  it, 
2nd  that  it  ceils  him  a  griit  deal  :  but  I  never  faw  the 
word-fereci  rr^an  livingj  guilty  of  lolling,  whiilling,  fcratch' 
ing  his  head,  and  iiich  like  indecencies,  in  company  that 
he  refpeded.  In  fuch  companies,  therefore,  the  only 
point  to  be  attended  to  is;  to  fnow  thaf  rsfpeSii  which  9- 
vtry  body  mear^s  to  iliow,  in  an  eafy,  unem  bar  raffed,  and 
gracsfol  manner.  This  is  what  obfervation  and  experi. 
ence  muit  teach  you. 

^n  rrsi^fed  ccmpanies,  whoever  is  admitted  to  make  part 
cf  them,  is,  for  the  time  at  leaJl,  fuppofed  to  be  tpon  a 
footing  of  equaiity  ^A^'lth  the  reft  ;  and,  confcquent^y,  as 
there  is  no  one  pririctpai  object  of  awe  and  refpett,  peo- 
pie  are  apt  to  take  a  greater  !a:i:ude  jc  their  behaviour, 
and  to  be  lefs  uporl  their  gusrd  j  znd  fo  they  may,  provi- 
ded it  be  within  cert&in  bounds;  which  are  upon  no  ccca- 
fton  to  be  trprJ'grefied.  But  upon  theff  occ«.fion.9,'ii:0Duh 
(TO  or.o  ii  p.fiii\]n\  to  diilingyifecd  marks  0*' rtipc6^  every 
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one  claims,  and  very  jaftly,  every  mark  of  civility  and 
good-breeding.  Eafe  is  allowed,  but  careleffnefs  and  ne- 
gligence are  ftridly  forbidden.  If  a  manaccoSs  you,  and 
talks,  to  you  ever  (o  dully,  br  fiivolouily,  it  is  worfe  than 
rudenefs,  it  is  brutality,  to  (how  him,  by  a  raanifell  inat- 
tention to  what  he  fays,  that  yos  think  him  a  fool  Of 
z  blocked,  and  not  worth  hearing.  It  is  ntiuch  more  fa 
with  regard  to  women  ;  who,  of  whatever  rank  they  are^ 
arc  entitled,  in  consideration  of  their  fex,  not  only  to  an 
attentive,  but  an  officious  good-breeding  from  rnen  Their 
little  wants,  likings,  diflikes,  preferences,  antipathies,  fan- 
des,  whims,  and  even  imperunencies,  muft  be  officioufly 
attended  to,  flattered,  and,  if  pcffible,  guelTed  at  and  an- 
ticipated, by  a  well-bred  man.  You  mufl  never  ufurp  to 
yourijyf  thofe  conveniencles  s^nd  agremsTij  which  are  of 
com^n  righ:  ;  fuch  as  the  beft  places,  the  bell  difhesj 
^f.  but,  on  the  contrary,  always  decline  them  yourfelfj 
and  offer  them  to  others  ;  who,  in  their  turns,  will  oiFer 
them  to  .you  :  fo  that,  upon  the  whole,  you  will,  in  yosr 
turn,  enjoy  your  ihare  of  the  fommon  right.  It  would  be 
esjdlefs  for  me  to  enumerate  all  the  particular  inilances  in 
which  a  well-bred  man  fhows  his  good-breeding  in  gco^ 
coinpany  :  and  it  would  be  injurious  to  yoa,  to  (nppofe^ 
that  your  own  good-fenfe  will  not  point  them  out  to  ycu  j 
and  then  your  own  good-nature  will  recommend,  an^ 
your  felf-interell  enforce,  the  pratlice. 

There  is  a  third  fort  of  good  breeding,  in  which  pes- 
pie  are  the  moft  apt  to  fail,  from  a  veiy  miftaken  notion 
that  they  cannot  fail  at  all  :  I  mean,  with  regard  to.one'a 
moil  familiar  friends  and  acc|aaintances,  or  thofe  who  re- 
ally  are  oar  inferiors  j  and  there,  ^daubtedly,  a  greater 
degree  of  eafe  is  not  only  allowed,  but  proper,  and.  con- 
tributes much  to  the  comforts  of  a  private  focial  life.  Eat 
that  eafe  and  freedom  have  their  boands  too,  which  muft 
by  r.o  means  be  violated.  A  certain  degree  of  negli- 
gence and  careieffnefs  becomes  injurious  and  infuUmgs 
from  the  real  orTuppofed  inferiority  of  the  perfons  ;  and 
that  delightful  liberty  of  ccnveri'aticn  among  a  few  fritnds 
is  foon  deftroyed^  as  liberty  often  has  been,  by  being  ca-- 
tied  to  licentioofnefs.  But  example  explains  things 
beft,  and  I  will  put  a  pretty  kwng  cafe.  Suppofe  your 
and  mc  a'orie  (ogetbgr  %  I    bv'lWve  yc-u   will    aliovv  that  I 

have 
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have  as  good  a  right  to  unlimited  freedom  in  your  com- 
pany, as  either  you  or  J  can  p ofiibiy  have  in  any  other  ; 
and  I  am  apt  to  believe,  too,  that  you  would  indulge  tt.s 
in  that  freedom  as  far  as  any  body  would.  But,  notwiih- 
ilanding  this,  do  you  imagine  that  I  fhonid  think  there 
were  no  bounds  to  that  freedom  ?  I  affure .  you  I  fhould 
not  think  fo  ;  and  I  take  myfelf  to  be  as  much  tied  down 
by  a  certain  degree  of  good  manners  to  you,  as  by  other 
degrees  of  them  to  other  people.  Were  I  to  fhow  you, 
by  a  manifeft  inattention  to  what  you  fsid  to  mo,  that  I 
was  thinking  of  fcmething  elfe  the  whole  time  ;  were  I  to 
yawn  extremely,  fnore,  or  break  wind,  in  youxjcompany, 
I  ihou!d  ihink  that  I  behaved  royfelf  to  you  like  a  beaft, 
and  fhould  not  expeft  that  you  would  care  to  frequent  me. 
No.  The  moll  familiar  and  intimate  hdbicudes,  connec- 
tions, and  friendfhips,  require  a  degree  of  gGod-bre^??ing, 
both  to  preferve  anc  cement  thera.  If  ever  a  man  ani 
his  wife,  or  a  man  and  his  miftrefs,  who  pafs  nights  as 
well  as  days  together,  abfolutely  lay  aiide  all  good-fereed- 
ing*  their  intimacy  will  foon  degenerate  into  a  coarfe  fa- 
inilia«t;^,  infallibly  produflive  of  contempt  or  <3ifguil. 
The  beft  of  us  have  our  bad  fides ;  and  it  is'as  imprudent, 
as  it  is  ill-bred,  to  exhibit  them.  I  (hall  certainly  not  ufe 
ceremony  with  you  ;  it  would  be  mifplaced  between  us  : 
but  I  fhall  certainly  cbferve  that  degree  of  good-breeding 
with  you,  which  is»  in  the  fitft  place,  decent,  and  which, 
I  am  fure,  is  abfolutely  necsffary  to  make  us  like  one  a- 
npther's  company  long.  .    ~ 

I  will  fay  no  more,  now,  upon  this  ixTiportant  fubje{fl:  of 
good-breeding  ;  upon  which  I  have  already  dwelt  too 
long,  it  may  be,  for  one  letter  ;,  nnd  upon  which  I  feall 
frequently  refrcih  vour  memory  hereafter  :  but  Lwili  con* 
clc^e  with  thefe  axioms  : 

That  the  deepeil  learning,  without  good  breeding.  Is 
unwelcome  and  tirefome  pedantry,  and  of  tjfe  no  ?.here 
but  in  a  man*s  own  clofet,  and  eonfequently  of  little^  or 
no  life  at  all. 

That  a  man,  who  is  not  pcrfc^lly  well-bred,  is  ur.fri 
for  good  company,  and  unwelcome  in  ic  ;  will  corfequent- 
ly  difiike  it  foon  ;  afterwards  renounce  it  ;  and  be  redu- 
ced to  /olitnde,  or,  what  is  worfc,  low  and  bad  company. 

That  a  man,  who  is  not  well-bred,  is  full  as  uniit  for 
bufiaefs  as  for  corrpany.  M-k'-e 
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Make  then,  my  dear  child,  I  conjure  you,  Good-breed- 
ing the  great  objedt  of  your  thoughts  and  adltions,  at  Icafl 
half  the  day.  Obferve  carefully  the  behaviour  and  man- 
ners of  thofe  who  are  diftinguiihed  by  their  gor.d -breed- 
ing ;  imitate,  nay,  endeavor  to  excel,  that  you  may  at 
leaft  reach  them  j  and  be  co'vinced,  that  good  breeding 
is,  to  all  worldly  qualifications,  what  charity  is  to  all 
Chriflian  virtues.  Obferve  how  it  adorns  merit,  and  how 
often  it  covers  the  want  of  it.  May  you  wear  it  to  adorn> 
and  not  to  cover,  you  !        Adieu. 


LETTER      GLXIX, 

London,  November  the  14th,  O.  S.  X749« 
DEAR  BOY, 

THere  is  a  natural  Good  breeding,  which  occurs  to 
every  ssan  of  common  fenfe,  and  is  pradifed  by  e- 
very  man  of  common  good-nature.  This  good-breeding 
is  general,  independent  of  modes  ;  and  ccniifts  in  endea- 
vors to  pleafe  and  oblige  our  fellow^creatures  by  all  good 
offices,  fliort  of  moral  duties.  This  will  be  prallifed  by 
a  good-natured  American  {avage,  as  efTentially  as  by  the 
beft-bred  European.  But  then,  I  do  not  take  it  to  extend 
to  the  facrifice  of  our  own  conveniences,  for  the  fake  of 
pther  people's.  Uility  introduced  this  fort  of  good-breed- 
ing, as  it  introduced  commerce  ;  and  eftablifiied  a  truck 
of  the  little  agremens  and  pleafus-es  of  life.  1  facriiice  foch 
a  conveniency  to  you,  you  facrifice'  another  to  me  ;  this 
commerce  circulates*  and  every  individual  finds  hi3  ac- 
count in  it  upon  the  whole.  The  third  fort  of  good - 
breeding  is  local,  and  is  varioufly  modified,  in  not  only 
different  countries,  but  in  different  towns  of  the  fame 
country.  But  it  muft  be  founded  upon  the  two  forsTier 
forts  :  they  are  the  matter,  to  which,  in  this  cafe,  Fai'bioa 
find  Cufiom  only  give  the  different  fnapes  and  imprefa- 
ons.  Whoever  has  the  two  fird  forts,  will  eafily  acquire 
this  third  fort  of  good -breeding,  which  depends  fingiy  uj*»- 
On  attention  and  obfervation.  fi  is)  properly,  i>»?  poHlfe, 
the  luftre,  the  lad  fiaifhing  ftrokes  of  good-breeding,  ft 
is  to  be  foaad  only  in  Capitals,  and  even  ther^  it  varies  -i 
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the  good-breeding  of  llome  differing,  in  fome  things,ffcnii 
that  of  Paris  ;  that  of  Paris,  in  others,  from  that  of  Ma- 
drid ;  and  that  of  Madrid,  in  many  things,  from  that  of 
London.  A  man  of  fcnfe,  therefore,  carefully  attends  to 
the  local  mai^ners  of  the  refpeflive  places  where  he  is,  and 
takes  for  his  modeh  thofe  perfons  wht)ra  he  obferves  to  be 
at  the  head  of  the  fafhion  and  good- breeding.  He  watches 
how  they  add refs  themfelves  to' their  fuperi^rs,  how  they 
sccoft  their  eqtials,  and  how  they  treat  their  inferiors  ;  and 
lets  none  of  ihofe  little  niceties  efcape  him  ;  which  are  to 
good  breeding,  what  the  latl  delicate  and  mafterly  touches 
are  to  a  good  pifture  ;  and  of  which  the  vulgar  have  no 
notion,  but  by  which  good   judges   diftinguifh    the  maf- 

-ter.  He  attends  even  to  their  air,  drefs,  and  motions  j 
and  imitates  them,  liberally,  and  not  fervilely  ;  he  copies^ 
but  does  not  mimic.  Thefe  perfonai  Graces  are  of  very 
gresrt  eonfe(^tnce.     They  anticipate    the    ftatimenti,  bs- 

■  fore  merit  can  engage  the  underftanding  ;  they  captivate 
the  heart,  and  gave  rife,  I  believe,  to  the  extravagant  no- 
tions of  Charms  and  Philters.  Their  eireds  were  fo  h^- 
prifing,  that  they  were  reckoned  fup^raatural.  The  mofi 
graceful  aad  bell-bred  men,  an^d  the  handfomeft  and  gen- 
teeleft  women,  give  the  moft  Philters  ;  and,  as  1  verily 
believe,  without  the  leaft  afSftance  of  the  devil.  Pray  be 
not  only  well  dreflcd,  but  fhining  in  your  drefs  :  let  it 
have  du  briUant  ;  I  do  not  mean  by  a  clumfy  load  of  gold 
and  filver,  but  by  the  tafte  and  fafhion  of  it.  Womea 
like  and  req^uire  k  ;  they  thiek  it  an  atteraion  due  to 
them  :  but,  on  the  other  hand,  if  your  motions  and  car- 
riage are  not  graceful,  genteel,  and  natural,  your  fine 
clothes  will  only  difplay  your  awkwardoefs  the  more.  Bat 
I  am  unwilling  to  fuppo/e  you  (llll  awkward  j-  for  fvrelyt 
by  this  time,  yoa  muU  have  c^tched  a  good  air  in  good 
company.  When  you  went  from  hence,  you  were  not  na- 
tarajly  awkward  ;  but  your  awkwardnefs  was  adventitious 
and  Weilmonaileriai.  Leipfig»  I  apprehend,  is  not  the 
feat  of  the  Graces  ;  acd  1  prefume  you  acquired  none 
there.  Eut  now,  if  you  will  be  pleafed  to  obferve  whai 
people  cf  the  £rit  fafhion  do  with  their  legs  and  arms, 
heads  and  bodies,  you  will  reduce  yours  to  certain  decent 
Jaws  of  motion.  You  danced  pretty  well  here,  and  ought 
10  danos  V4;ry  well  before  you  came  home  i  for  v-.hat  one 

is 
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«  obliged  to  do  fomenmes,  one  Ought  to  be  able  to  do 
well.  Befides,  la  heUs  danre  donne  du  briilant  a  uh  jeu" 
ni  hommt  ;  and  you  fhould  endeavour  to  feine.  A  calm 
ferenity,  negative  merit  and  graces,  do  not  become  yoot 
age.  You  fliould  be  alerte,  adroit y  'vif  ;  be  wanted, 
talked  of,  impatiently  expeded,  and  unwillingly  parted 
with,  in  company.  I  fhould  be  glad  to  hear  half  a  dozen, 
women  of  fafhion  fay,  Ou  efi  dtitic  k  petit  Stanhope  ? 
^e  ne  ^ient-il  r  II  faut  avouer  qiiH  eji  aimable.  All 
this  f  do  not  mean  fingly  with  regard  to  women  as  the 
principal  objedl ;  but  with  regard  to  men,  and  with  a  view 
of  your  making  yourfelf  condderable  ;  For,  vvich  very 
fmair  variations,  the  fame  things  that  plsafe  women  pleafe 
men  ;  and  a  ma«,  whofe  manners  are  foftened  and  polifh- 
ed  by  women  of  fafhion,  and  who  is  formed  by  them  to 
an  habitual  attention  and  compiaifance,  will  pleafe,  en- 
gage, and  conned:  men,  much  eafier  and  more  than  he 
would  othervvife.  You  mufi  be  fenfible  that  you  cannot 
rife  in  the  world,  without  forming  conneiSlions,  and  en- 
gaging different  charadlers  to  conspire  in  your  point.  Yoa 
muft  make  them  your  dependents,  without  their  knowing 
it  ;  and  diftate  to  them,  while  you  fecm  to  be  dire^led  by 
thsm.  Thofe  necefTary  connexions  caa  never  be  forni-ed, 
or  preferved,  but  by  an  uninterrupted^  feries  of  compiai- 
fance, attentions,  poiitenefs,  and  forae  confiraint.  You 
muft  engage  their  hearts,  if  you  would  have  their  fupport  ; 
you  muft  watch  the  mellia  Umpora,  and  captivate  them  hy 
the  agrfffier.Sf  and  charms  of  converfation.  People  wij! 
not  be  called  out  to  your  fervice,  only  when  you  want 
them  ;  and,  if  you  expert  to  receive  ftrength  from  them, 
they  muft  receive  either  pleafare  or  .advantage  from    you, 

I  received  in  this  inftant  a  letter  from  Mr.  Harte^  of 
the  2^  N.  S,  which  I  will  anfvser  foort  ;  in  the  mean  cime, 
1  return  him  my  thanks  for  ir,  through  you.  The  confta-nt 
good  accounts  which  he  gives  me  of  ycu,  vvili  make  me 
iufpeft  him  of  partiality,  and  think  him  le  medecin  tant 
fnieux.  Confider,  therefore,  what  weight  any  future  de- 
pofition  of  his,  againft  you,  muft  neceffirily  have  with  me. 
As,  in  that  cafe,  he  will  be  a  very  unwilling,  be  mult  coa» 
(e^aeotly  be  a  very  imporiant,  witnefs,  A-iieu. 

L    E    T^ 
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LETTER      CLXX. 

BEAR  BOY, 

MV,  lafi  was  upon  the  fubje^  of  Good-breeding  ;  bat 
I    think  it  rather  fet  before    you    the  unfitnefs  and 
difadvaniages  of   Ill-breeding,  than    the    utility  and    ne- 
eefficy    of   Good  :  it  was  rather   negative    than    pofiiive. 
This,  therefore,  (hall  go    further,  and  explain  to  you  the 
ijcceflity,  which  you,   of  all   people  living,  lie  under,  not 
only  of  being    pofitively   and    adively  well  bred,  but    of 
ihining  and  diftinguifhing  yourfelf  by  your  good- breeding. 
ConfKcr   your    o^n    fituaiion    in    ^very    particular,    and 
judge  .vhether  it  is  not    eOentially    your  intereft,  by  your 
own  good  breeding  to    others,  to    fecure  theirs    to    you  : 
and  that,  let  me  afTure  you,  ij  the  only  way  of  doing  it  ; 
for  people    will  repay,  and    with  intereft  too,  inattention 
with  inattention,  negleft  with    negle^,  and    ill    manners- 
with  worfe  ;  which  may  engage  you  in  very    difagreeable 
affairs.     In  the  next  place,  your  profefiion  reojuires,  more 
than  any  other,  the    nicefl    and    moil  fiiil-inguifhed  good- 
breeding.     Yea  wiil  negotiate    vvi:h  very  little  fuccefs,  if 
you  do  nor,  previoufiy.    by  your    manners,  conciliate  and 
engage  the  afftdions  of  thofe  with    whom  you    are  to  ne- 
gotiate.    Gan  you  ever    get   into  ihc    confidence  and    the 
i'ecreis  of  the  Courts    where  you  may  happen  to  refidc,  if 
jou  have  not   thofe   pleafing,  infinuating  manners,  which 
alone  can  procure  them  ?  Upon    ray    wofd,   I  do   not  f<Ly 
tCQ  much,  when  I  fay,   that    fiiperior    good-bjeeding,  in- 
finuatifig    manners,   and    genteel    £ddfer5,  are    half   your 
bufinefs.    Your  knowledge  will  have  but  very  little  influence 
upon   the    mind,  if   your    Manners    prejudice    the    heart 
againft   you  ;  but,  on    the    oirhcr    hand,    how  eafily    will 
you  ^itpe  the  uoderitanding,  where  you  have^rft  engaged 
the  heart  f  and  hearts  are,  by  no  means,  to  be  gained   by 
that-mere    common   civility  which  every    body    praflifes, 
Boviing  again  to  thofe  who  bow  to  you,  anfwering    dryly 
thofe  who  (peak  to  you,  and'  faying  nothing    cffe.;five  to 
any    body,  is    fuch    negative    good -breeding,   that    it    is 
only  not  being  a  brute  ;   as  it  wouH    be  but  a    very    poof 
crmnnendaiion    of   any   man's  cleanlinrfs,  to  fay,  that  he 
did  net  ftink.      It  u  an  aflive,  cheerful,  cfKcious,  feducing 
good- breeding,  that  mud  gain  ycu  the  good- will  and  fij^ 

Cca- 
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Sentiments  of  the  men,  and  the    aff':£lIons  of  tlic  women. 

You  muft  certainly  watch  and  attend  their  paffions,  their 
liide  humours  and  weak*  eiTe.s  and  alUr  au  de'uant.  Yoil 
inuft  do  it,  at  the  fame  time,  with  alacrity  and  emprejjments, 
and  not  as  it  you  graciouily  ccndefccnded  to  humour 
the:r  weakneflVs.  -  ^ 

Fur  inftance  -,  fuppofe   you  invited  any  body  to  dine  or 

fup  with  you,  you  ought  to  recolk£l  if  you  had  obferved 

that  th€'v  had  any  favourite  difh,  and  tak?  care  to  provide 

it   for  them  :  and,  when   it   came,  you   fhould    fay,  Ton 

fumed  to  mey  at  luch    and  Juch  a  place ^  to  give  this  difi  a 

preference,   and    therefore    I  ordered  it  ;  This    is  the    nuine 

that  1  obfer'ved  you    liked ^  and  therefore  J  procured  feme. 

The    more  trifling  thel'e  thirgs  are,   the  more  ihey    prove 

your  attention  for  the    perfon,    and  are    confequcntly    the 

more  engaging.     Confult  your  own    breail,  and    rccolleft 

how  thefe   little  attentions,  when    Ihown    you  by    others, 

flatter  that  degree  of  felf  love    and  vanity    from  which  no 

man  living  is  free.     Refieft  how  they    inehne  and  attraft 

you  to  that  perfon,  and  how  you  are  propitiated  afterwards 

to  all  which  that  perfon   fays  or   does.     The    fame  caufes 

will  have  the    fame   eiFeds  in    your  favour.    Women,  iii 

a  great  degree,  ellablilh  or  deftroy  every  man*s  reputation 

of  good  breeding  ;  you    mu^y    therefore,  in    a   mariner, 

overwhelm   them   with  thefe  attentions  :  they  are  ufed  to 

them  ;  they  expeft  them  ;  and,  to  do    them  juflice,  they 

commonly    requite    them.     You    muH    be    fedulous,   snd 

rather  over  officious  than    under,  in  procuring  them  their 

coaches,  their  chairs,  their  conveniences  in  public  places  ; 

not  fee  what  you    fiiould  not    fee,  and  rather   afiill  where 

you  cannjt  help    feeing.     Opportunities.of  fhowing  thefe 

attentions  prefent    themfelves  perpetually  ;  but  if  they  do 

nor,  make  them  :  as   Ovid  advifes    his    ttover,  when    he 

fits  in  the  Circus  near  his    miftrefs,  to  wipe    the    dull    off 

her  neck,  even  if  there  be  none  ;  Si    nullus,  tamen  excute 

nullum.     Your  converfation  with  women  (hould  alwa>s  be 

refpedful  ;   but,  at    the    fame    time,  eijoue,    and    always 

addreficd  to  their    vanity      Every    thing  you  fay    or    do, 

fhould  convince  them  of  the    regard    you    have    (whether 

you  have  it  or  not)  for    their    beauty,  their  wit,  or    their 

merit.     Men    have    poiTibly   as  much    vanity  as    women, 

though  of.aaother  kind  ;  and  both  art  and  good- breeding 

re<^uire. 
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require,  that,  inflead  of  mortifying,  you  (hould  pleafe  and 
flatter  it,  by  words  and  looks  of  approbation.  Siuppofe 
(which  is  by  no  means  improbable)  that,  at  your  return 
to  England,  I  Ihould  place  you  near  the  perfon  of  fome 
one  of  the  Royal  Family  :  in  that  fuuation,  good-breeding, 
engaging  addrefs,  adorned  with  all  the  graces  that  dwell 
at  Courts,  would  very  probably  make  you  a  favourite, 
and,  from  a  favourite,  a  Minirter  ;  but  all  the  knowledge 
and  learning  in  the  ivorld,  without  them,  never  would. 
The  penetration  of  Princes  feldom  goes  deeper  than  the 
furface.  It  is  the  exterior  that  always  engages  their  hearts  ; 
and  I  would  never  advife  you  to  give  yourfelf  much  trou- 
ble about  their  underftandings.  Princes  in  gereral  (T  mean 
x\io(t  Per phyrogenets  who  are  born  and  bred  in  Purple)  ara 
about  the  pitch  of  women  ;  bred  up  like  them,  and  are 
to  be  addrefTed  and  gained  in  the  fame  manner.  They 
always  fee,  they  feldom  weigh.  Your  lufire,  not  your 
folrdity,  muft  take  them  ;  your  indde  will  afterwards 
fupport  and  fecure,  what  yoar  ourfide  has  acquired. 
"Wich  weak  people  (and  they  undoubtedly  are  three  parts 
in  four  of  mankind)  good  breeding,  addrefs,  and  manners, 
are  every  thing  ;  they  can  go  no  deeper  :  but  let  me 
aflure  you,  that  they  are  a  great  deal  even  with  people  of 
the  beft  underftardings.  Where  the  eyes  are  not  pleafed» 
and  the  heart  is  not  flattered,  the  mind  will  be  apt  ta 
fland  cut.  Be  this  right  or  wrong,  I  confefs  I  am  fo 
niade  myfelf.  Awkwardnefs  and  ill-breeding  ^ock  me, 
to  that  degree,  that,  where  I  meet  with  them,  [  canngt 
find  in  my  heart  to  inquire  into  the  intanfic  merit  of  that 
perfon  :  I  haftily  decide  in  myfelf,  that  he  can  have  none  ; 
and  am  not  fore,  J  Hiould  not  even  be  forry  to  know  that 
he  had  any.  I  often  paint  you  in  my  imagination,  in 
your  prt\L-nt  hr.tavanza  ;  and,  while  I  view  you  in  the 
light  of  ancient  and  modern  learning,  ufeful  and  orna- 
iDcntal  knowledge,  I  am  charmed  with  the  profpefl  : 
but  when  I  view  you  in  another  light,  and  rcprefent 
vou  awkward,  ungracefj),  i!i-brcd,  with  vulgar  air  and 
manners,  fhambling  towards  me  with  inaf.ention  and 
fi'tJlraSHonSf  I  fiiall  not  pretend  lO  defcribe  to  yru  what  I 
feel  ;  but  will  d^  as  a  ikilfu!  pa'nter  did  formerly,  dr»w 
3  veil  before  the  ccunterance  of  the  f'ather, 
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I  dare  (ay  you  know  already  encugh  of  Architedlurep 
to  know  ihat  the  Tufcan  is  the  ftrongeft  and  raofl  fblid 
of  all  the  Orders  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  it  is  the  coarf- 
eft  and  ciumfiell  of  thenj.  Itsfohdity  does  extremely  well 
for  the  foundation  and  bafe  floor  of  a  great  ediSce  :  but, 
if  the  whole  building  be  Tufcan,  it  will  attradl  no  eye5, 
it  will  ftopno  paflengers,  it  will  invite  no  interior  ex- 
amination ;  people  will  take  it  for  granted,  that  the 
£ni(hlng  and  furnifhing  cannot  be  worth  feeing,  where 
the  front  is  fo  una<iorncd  and  cl urn fy.  But  if,  upon  the 
folid  Tufcan  ioundation,  the  Doric,  the  Ionic,  acd  the 
Corinthian  Orders,  rife  gradaaUy  with  all  their  beauty, 
proportions,  and  ornaments,  the  fabric  feizes  the  mofE 
incurious  eye,  and  ilops  the  moft  carelefs  paiTenger ;  whd 
folicits  admiffion  as  a  favour,  nay,  often  purchafes  it* 
Jaft  fo  will  it  fare  with  your  little  fabrie,  which,  at  pre- 
fent,  I  fear,  has  more  of  the  Tufcan  than  of  the  Corin- 
thian Order.  You  muft  abfolutely  change  the  whole  fronV 
ox  nobody  will  knock  at  the  door.  The  feveral  parts, 
which  mufl  com pofe  this  new  front,  are  Elegant,  cafy, 
natural,  fuperior  good -breeding  ;  an  engagingaddrefs  ; 
genteel  motions  ;  an  infinuating  foftnefs  in  your  locks, 
words,  and  aflions  ;  a  fpruce,  lively  air ;  fafhionabfe 
drefs  ;  and  all  the  glitter  that  a 'young  fellow  fhould  have. 

I  am  fare  you  would  do  a  great  deal  for  my  fake  j 
and  therefore  confider*  at  your  return  here,  what  a  dif- 
appointment  and  concern  it  would  be  to  me,  if  I  could 
not  fafely-depute  you  to  do  the  honours  of  my  houfe  and 
table,  and  if  1  (hould  be  afhamed  to  prefent  you  to  thofe  who 
frequent  both.  Should  you  be  awkward,  inattentive,  and 
di/raitt  and  happen  to  meet  Mr.  L  *  *  at  my  table,  the 
confequences  of  that  meeting  muft  be  fatal  ;  you  would 
lun  your  heads  againft  each  other,  cut  each  other's  fingera 
Jnfteai  of  your  meat,  or  die  by  the  precipitate  infafion  of 
fcalding  foup. 

This  is  really  fo  copious  a  fab]e£l,  that  there  is  no  end 
of  being  either  fericus  or  ludicrouci  upon  it.  It  is  im- 
poHible,  too,  to  enumerate  or  fcate  to  ycu  the  various 
cafes  in  good-breeding  ;  they  are.  infinite  ;  there  is  r.a 
jft'tuation  or  relation  in  the  world,  fo  remote  or  Co  intimate» 
that  does  not  require  a  degree  of  it.  Your  own  gocd- 
icafemuil   point  it   out  to   vera}  you?  own   good- nature 
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miHl  incline,  and  your  inter  eft  prompt,  you  to  prafiife  it  | 
»nd  obfcrvation  and  experience  muft  give  you  the  man* 
ner,  the  air,  and  the  graces,  which  ccmp'e  e  the   whole. 

This  letter  will  hardly  overtake  you.  till  you  are  at  or 
near  Rome.  I  expefl  a  great  deal,  in  every  way,  from 
yom  fix  months  flay  there.  My  morning  hopes  arc  jaftly 
placed  in  Mr.  Harte,  and  the  mafters  he  will  give  you  ; 
my  evening  ones,  in  the  Roman  Ladies  :  pray  be  atten- 
tive to  both.  But  I  muft  hint  to  you,  that  the  Roman 
Ladies  are  not  Us  femmes  f^a'vanttSy  it  ne  njous  imbrnfferont 
point  pour  I* amour  du  Grec,  They  muft  have  il garbate, 
il  UggiadrOi  il  diJin'VGlto^  il  lujtnghiero^  quel  non /o  chi^ 
cte  piace,  che  alletta,  che  incanta. 

I  have  often  afTerted,  that  the  profoundeft  learning,  and" 
the  politeft  manners,  were  by  no  means  incompatible, 
though  ^o  feldom  found  united  in  the  fame  perfon  ;  and  I 
have  engaged  myfelf  to  exhibit  you  as  a  proof  of  the  truth 
of  this  aifertion.  Should  you,  inftead  of  that,  happen  to 
difprove  me,  the  concern  indeed  will  be  mine,  but  the 
lofs  will  be  yours.  Lord  Bolingbrok^  is  a  ftrong  inftance 
on  my  fide  of  the  queftion  :  he  joins,  to  the  deepeft 
erudition,  the  moft  elegant  politenefs  and  good-breeding 
that  ever  any  Courtier  and  Man  of  the  World  was  adorn- 
ed with  ;  and  Pope  very  juftly  called  him  All-accomp* 
lifhed  St.  John,  with  regfard  to  his  knowledge  and  his  man- 
tiers.  He  had,  it  is  true,  bis  faults-  ;  which  proceeded 
from  unbounded  ambition,  and  impetuous  paffiors  ;  but 
they  have  now  Xiiblided  by  age  and  experience  ;  and.  I 
can  wifti  yen  nothiwg  Ijetter,  than  to  be  what  he  is  now, 
without  being  what  he  has  been  formerly.  His  addrefs 
pre-engages,  his  eloquence  perfuades,  and  his  knowledge 
informs,  all  who  approach  h»m.  Upon  the  whole,  I  co 
defire,  and  infift,  that,  from  after  dinner  till  you  go  to 
bed,  you  make  good-breeding,  addrefs,  and  iTiSnners, 
your  ferious  objefl  and  your  only  care.  Without- them, 
you  will  be  no-body  ;  wiih  thetoi,  you  may  be  any  thing. 

A4ieo»  foy  dear  child  !  -My  compliments  to  Mr.  Harte. 


t  E  r- 
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London^  November  the  24thj  O.  S.  iy^g„ 
DEAR  BOY, 

EVery  radonal  Being  (I  take  it  for  granted)  propofes 
to  himfelf  iome  obje6l  more  important  than  mere  m- 
piration  and  obfcare  animal  exiftence.  He  defires  to  dif-^ 
tinguifh  himfelf  among  his  fellow  creatures  ;  ahd  alicui 
negotio  intentusi  pradari facinaris,  fiut  arl-s  bona,  famam 
iguarit,  Cefar,  when  epnbarking,  in  a  ftorm,  faid,  that 
it  wa&  not  necelTary  he  fhould  live  ;  but  that  it  was  ab- 
folutely  necelTary  he  Ihould^get  to  the  place  to  which  he 
was  going.  And  Pliny  leaves  mankind  this  only  aher* 
native  ;  either  of  doing  what  deferves  to  be  written^  or  of 
writing  what  deferves  to  be  read.  As  for  thofe  who  do 
neither,  enrum  *vitam  mortemque  juxtd  afiumo^  quoniam  de 
tttraque  fileiur.  You  have.,  lam  eonvinced,  one  or  both 
of  thefe  objefts  in  view  ;  biit  yoii  mull  know  and  ufe  the 
necefiary  means,  or  your  purfuic  will  be  vain  and  frivo- 
lous. In  either  cafe,  jfapere  eji  princifium  etfons  ;  but  it 
is  by  no  itieans  all.  That  knowledge  muft  be  adorned,  it 
muft  have  luftre  as  well  as  weight,  or  it  will  be  oftener 
taken  for  Lead  than  for  Gold.  Knowledge  you  have,  and 
will  have  :  I  am  eafy  upon  that  article.  But  my  bufineTs, 
iii  your  friend*  is  not  to  compliment  you  upon  v*'hat  yea 
have,  but  to  tell  you  with  frefedom  what  you  want  _;  2nd  I 
muft' teU  you  plainly,  that  i  fear  you  want  every  thing 
but  knowledge. 

I  have  written  tb  you  fo  oftea,  of  I^te,  upon  Good- 
l^reeding,  Addrefs,  Lei  manierts  tiantts,  the  Grace/,  if^c. 
that  I  fh all  confine  this  letcer  to  another  fubjeft,  pretty 
near  akin  to  them,  and  which,  I  am  fure,  you  are  fuli  as 
deficient  in';  I  mean,  Style. 

Style  is  th6  drefs  of  thoughts  *  and  let  thetft  be  ever  fo 
Juft,  if  yotir  ftyle  is  homely^  coarfe^  and  vulgar,  they 
will  appear  to  as  much  difad vantage^  and  be  as  ill-re- 
ceivedi  as  your  perfoi!,  though  ever  fo  well  pfoportioned, 
ivould,  if  dreffed  in;  rags,  dirt,  and  rattfers.  It  is  not 
every  underftanding?  that  can  judge  of  mziykv  \  but  every 
ear  can  and  does  jud^e,  more  or  Isfs,  cf  ityle  :  and  were 
I  either  to  fpeak  or  write  to  the  public,  I  llioult^  pref ,; 
ntoderacc  matter,  adorned  with  all    ihe    beauties  and  eic 
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gancies  of  ftyle,  to  the  ftrongeft  matter  in  the  world,  ill- 
worded,  and  ill-delivered.  Your  bufincfs  is,  Negotiatioti 
abroad,  and  ©ratory  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  at  home. 
What  figure  can  you  make  in  either  cafe,  if  your  ftyle  be 
inelegant  1  do  not  fay  bad  ?  Imagine  yourfelf  writing  an 
cfSe8-leiter  to  s  Secretary  of  State,  which  letter  is  to  b$ 
?ead  by  the  whole  Cabinet  Council,  and  very  pofSbly 
afterwards  laid  before  Parlianvent  ;  auy  one  barbarifm^ 
folecifm,  or  vtilgarifai  in  it,  would,  in  a  very  lew  days, 
circulate  through  the  whole  kingdom,  to  your  difgrace 
and  ridicirk.  for  inftance  j  T  will  fuppofe  you  had  writ- 
ten the  followbg  letter  from  the  Hague^  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  at  London  ;  and  leave  you  to  fuppo&  the  coix- 
fe^uences  of  it. 

My  LoR&, 
1  kadi  laft  mght,  the  honour  of  your  Lordfhip's  lette? 
©f  the  24th  ;  and  v/illy^/  ab^ut  doing  the  orders  contained 
thsrein  ;  and  iffo  be  that  I  can  get  that  affair  done  by  the 
next  poft,  I  will  not  i%\\for  to  give  your  Lordlhip  an 
account  of  it  by  »^;f//fl/.  1  have  told  the  French  Mi- 
mifter,  415  hiii,  that  ^that  afair  be  not  foon  concluded^ 
your  Lordlhip  would  think  it  all  long  cf  him  ;  and  that 
he  mtfft  have  negle£^edyi?f  to  have  wrote  to  his  Court 
about  it.  I  muft  beg  leave  to  put  your  Lordlhip  in  mind, 
AS  hoiv  that  I  am  now  fall  three  quarters  in  arrear  ;  and  if 
fo  be  that  I  do  not  very  foon  receive  at  leail  one  half  year^ 
I  feair  cut  a  'very  had  /gurs  ;  for  this  here  place  is  very 
dear.  I  (hall  be  'vaftly  beholden  to  your  Lordlhip  for  thai 
there  mark  of  your  favour  >  and  hlre^,  or  rmain, 
Your,  Uc, 

You  wiH  tell  me,  poflrbly  that  this  is  a  taricatura  of  an 
illiberal  and  inelegant  ftyle  :  I  will  admit  it  ;  but  affurs 
you,  atthe  fame  iime,that  a  difpatch  with  lefs  than  half  thef« 
faults  would  blow  you  up  hr  ever.  It  is  by  no  means 
fufiicient  to  be  free  from  faultj  in  fpeaking  and  writing  5 
you  muft  do  both  cOrrcftly  and  elegantly.  In  faults  of 
this  kind,  it  is  not  ille  tptimus  fui  minimis  urgetur  ;  but 
he  is  unpardonable  who  has  any  at  all,  becaufe  it  is  his  own 
fault  :  he  need  only  attend  to,  «bf?rve,  and  imitats,  the 
bcft  auifeors. 
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It  is  a  very  true  faying,  that  a  man  mull  be  born  3 
Poet,  but  that  he  may  make  himfclf  an  orator ;  and  the 
very  firft  principle  of  an  Orator  is,  to  fpcak  his  own  lan- 
guage particularly,  wirfi  the  ulmoft  purity  and  elegancy, 
A  man  will  be  forgiven,  even  great  errors,  in  a  foreign 
language;  but  in  his  own,  even  the  leaft  flips  are  juftly 
laid  hold  of  and  ridiculed. 

A  perfon  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  fpeaking  two 
years  ago  upon  naval  affairs,  afTerted,  that  we  had  then 
the  finell  navy  »/««  the  face  of  the  y  earth.  This  happy 
mixture  of  blunder  and  vuJgarifm,  you  may  eafily  imagine, 
was  matter  of  immediate  ridicule  ;  but  I  can  affure  you, 
that  it  continues  fo  flill,  and  will  be  remembered  as  long 
as  he  lives  and  fpeaks.  Another,  fpeaking  in  defence  of  a 
gentleman  upon  whom  acenfure  was  moveil,  happily  faid, 
that  he  thought  that  gentleman  was  more  liable  to  be  thank- 
ed and  rewarded,  than  cenfured.  Tou  know,  I  prefume, 
fhac_//^<^/^  can  never  be  ufed  in  a  good  fenfe. 

You  have  %ith  you  three  or  four  of  the  beft  Engliih 
Authors ;  Dryden,  Atterbury,  and  Swift  :  read  them 
with  the  utmoft  care,  and  with  a  particular  view  to  iheir 
language  ;  and  they  may'poffibly  correft  that  curious  infe- 
licity  of  di8ion  yNXiizh  you  acquired  at  Weflminfter.  Mr. 
Harte  excepted,  I  will  admit  that  you  have  met  witb  very 
few  Englilb  abroad,  who  could  improve  your  llyle  ;  and 
with  many,  I  dare  fay,  who  fpeak  as  ill  as  yourfelf,  and  it 
may  be  worfe  :  you  muft,  therefors,  take  the  more  pains, 
and  confult  your  authors^ and  Mr.  Harte  the  more.  1  need 
not  tell  you  how  attentive  the  Romans  and  Greeks,  parti- 
cularly the  Athenians,  were  to  this  obje^.  it  is  alfo  aftu- 
dy  among  the  Italians  and  the  French,  witnefs  their  refpeftivs 
Academies  and  Di<Slionaries,  for  improving  and  fixing  their 
languages.  To  our  fhame  be  it  fpoken,  it  is  lefs  attended  to 
here  than  i^i  any  polite  country  ;  but  that  is  no  reafon  why  you 
Ihouldnot  attend  to  it  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  will  diilinguifli 
you  the  more.  Cicero  fays,  very  truly,  that  it  is  glorious 
to  excel  other  men  in  that  very  article  in  which  men  excel 
brutes  ;  jpeeck,  * 

Conftant  experience  has  fhovvn  me,  that  great  purity 
and  elegance  of  flyle,  with  a  graceful  elocution,  cover  a 
multitude  of  faults  in  either  a  fpeaker  or  a  writer  For 
my  ov.-'n  part,  IcQr.fefs  (and  1  believe  moll  people  are  of 

ray- 
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mf  mind)  that  if  a  fpeaker  {hould  ungracefully  inutt<?r  ot 
ftaftimer  out  to  me  the  fenfe  of  an  angel,  deformed  by 
barbaifms  and  folecifms,  cr  larded  with  vulgarifms,  ha 
fiToulc  never  fpeak  to  me  a  fecond  time,  if  I  could  help  it. 
Gain  the  heart,  or  you  gain  nothing  ;  the  eyes  and  the 
ears  are  the  only  roads  to  the  heart.  Merit  and  know- 
ledge will  not  ^ain  hearts,  though  they  will  fccurcihem 
uhen  gained.  Pray  have  that  truth  ever  in  your  mind. 
Engage  ihe  eyes,  by  your  addrefs,  air,  and  motional 
foot  he  the  ears,  by  the  elegancy  and  harmony  of  your  dic- 
tion :  the  heart  will  certainly  follow  ;  and  the  whole  man, 
or  woman,  will  as  certainly  follow  the  heart.  I  muft  re- 
peat it  to  you,  over  ard  over  again,  that,  with  all  the 
knowledge  which  you  may  have  at  prcfent,  or  hereafter  ac- 
quire, and  with  all  the  merit  ^hat  ever  man  had,  if  yoy 
liave  not  a  graceful  addrefs,  liberal  and  engaging  manners, 
a  prepofTefling  air,  and  a  good  degree  of  eloquence  in 
fpeaking  and  writing,  you  will  be  nobody,;  but  will  have 
the^daiiy  mortification  of  feeing  people,  wiih'not  ore  tenth 
part  of  your  merit  or  knowiedije,  get  the  ftart  of  you, 
and  difg^ace  you,    both  in   company  and  in  bufinefs. 

Vou  have  Tcad  Quintilian  ;  the  heil  book  in  the  world 
to  form  an  Orator  ;  pray  read  Cicero,  a'e  Orafore  ;  the  beft 
book  in  the  world  to  finifti  one.  Tranfl^iteand  retranflate, 
from  and  to  Latin,  Greek,  and  Englifn  ;  make  yourfelf  a 
pure  and  elegant  Englifii  ftyle  ;  it  requires  nothing  bui 
application.  I  do  iVot  find  that  God  has  made  you  a  Po* 
et  ;  and  I  am  very  glad  that  he  has  not  »  therefore,  fo? 
God's  fake,  make  yourfeif  an  Orator,  which  ycu  may  do. 
Though  I  ftill  call  you  boy,  I  confider  you  no  longer  as 
fuch  ;  and  when  I  t^fieft  upon  the  prodigious  quantity  of 
manure  that  has  been  laid  upon  you,  I  exped  you  fhould 
produce  more  at  eighteen,  than .  uacuUivated  foils  do  at 
«fcighi-and-twenty. ' 

Pray  tell  Mr.  Harte  T  have  received  his  letter  of  the 
*3!b,  N.  S.  Mr.  Smith  was  much  in  the  right  not  to  let 
you  go,  at  this  time  cf  the  year,  by  fea  :  in  the  fummer 
you  may  navigae  as  muc-h  as  you  pleafe  ;  as  for  example, 
from  Leghorn  10  Genoa,  ^c.       Adieu. 


L  E  T 
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LETTER      CtXXir. 

London,  November  the  26th,  O.  S.  1749, 
©EAR  BOY, 

WHiLE  the  Roman  RepubHc  flouriffied  ;  while  glory 
was  purfued,  and  virtue  pradifed  ;  and  while  even 
Jittle  irregularities  and  indecencies,  not  cognizable  by  law, 
were,  however,  not  thought  below  the  public  care  ;  Cen- 
ibrs  were  eflafeliihed,  difcretionally  to  fupply,  in  particular 
eafes,  the  inevitable  defefts^f  the  Law,  which  muiVand 
^anonly  be  general.  This  employment  I  afTume  to  my- 
self with  regard  to  your  little  Republic,  leaving  the  Legif- 
laiive  power  entirely  to  Mr.  Harte  :  I  hope,  and  believe, 
thai  he  will  feldom,  or  rather  never,  have  occafion  to  ex- 
ert his  fupreme  authority  ;  and  I  do  by  no  means  fufpeft 
you  of  any  faults  that  may  require  that  in?erpofition.  But 
to  tell  you  ihe  plain  truth,  I  am  of  opinion,  chat  my  Ccn- 
forial  power  will  not  be  ufelefs  to  you,  nor  2l  fine-cure  to 
me.  The  iooner  you  make  it  both,  the^better  forums  both. 
I  can  now  exercife  this  employment  only  upon  hearfay,  or, 
at  moft,  written  evidence  ;  and  therefore  (hail  exercife  it 
with  great  lenity,  and  fome  diffidence  :  but  when  we  meet, 
and  that  I  can  form  my  judgment  uppn  ocular  and  auiicu- 
iar  evidence,  I  (hall  no  more  let  the  leart  impropriety,  in- 
decorum, or  irregularity,  pafs  uncenfured,  than  my  prede- 
ceffbr  Cato  did.  I  fhiili  read  you  with  the  attention  of  a 
critic,  not  with  the  partiality  of  an  au'hor  :  dttFt  ent  in 
this  refpeft,  indeed,  from  moft  critics,  that  I  fhail  feek  for 
faults  only  to  correal,  and  not  to  expofe,  them.  I  have 
often  thought,  and  dill  think,  that  there  are  few  things 
which  people  in  genera!  know  lefs,  than  how  to  love,  and 
how  to  hate.  They  hurt  thofe  they  love,  by  a  niiftfken 
indulgence,  by  a  blindnefs,  nay  often  a  parti-liry,  ip  their 
faults.  Where  they  hate,  they  hu-rt  themftlv^s  by  i.L- 
nmed  paflion  and  rage.  Fortunatelv.  for  vou,  T  nt  ve-  "- 
ved  you  in  that  miftakcn  manner.  P"oaf  your  ;i.f 
snade  you  the  6bje£l  of  my  moll  ferious  aaent'o? 
my  plaything.  I  confulter*  your  real  good,  n 
mours  Or  fancies';  and  1  fhail  continue  to  c 
want  ir,  which  will  prcbabiv  be  h^.  caf; 
lives  :  for,  confidering  the  differ,  r: 
*;ourfe  of  iiacure,  ycu  wili  hardlv  ' 
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enoiigli  of  your  own  whire  I  fhaH  be  in  a  condition  of 
lending  you  any  of  mine,  Peop'e  in  general  will  much 
beucr  bear  bting  told  oi  their  vices  or  crimes,  than  of 
the  r  little  failings  and  weakneiTes.  They,  in  fomc  degree 
jullii/  or  excufe  (as  they  think)  the  former,  by  ftrong 
p.ffions,  fedudion,  and  artifices  of  others  ;  but  to  be  told 
of,  or  to  confefg,  their  little  failings  and  weaknefles,  im« 
plies  an  inferiority  of  parts,  too  mortifying  to  that  felf- 
love  and  vanity  which  are  infeparabJe  from  our  natures.  I 
have  been  intimate  enough  with  feveral  people,  to  tell 
them,  that  they  had  faid  or  done  a  very  criminal  ihbg  ; 
but  I  never  was  intimate  enough  with  any  man,  to  tell 
him,  very  ferioufly,  that  he  had  faid  or  done  a  very  fool- 
iih  one.  Nothing  lefs  than  the  relaion  between  you  and 
tae  can  poflibly  authorife  that  freedom  ;  but,  fortunately 
for  you,  my  Parental  rights,  joined  to  my  Cenforial  pow- 
ers, give  it  me  in  its  fulled  extent,  and  my  concern  for 
you  will  ni^ake  me  exert  it.  Rejoice,  therefore,  that  irhere 
is  one  ^erfon  in  the  world,  who  can  and  will  tell  you, 
what  will  be  very  ufefu!  to  you  to  know,  and  yet  what  no  o» 
ther  man  living  could  or  would  tell  you.  Whatever  I 
ihall  tell  you,  of  this  kind,  you  are  very  fure,  can  have  no 
other  motive  than  your  intereft  :  I  can  neither  be  jealous 
nor  envious  of  your  reputation  or  ycur  fortune,  which  I 
muft  be  both  defirous  and  proud  to  eftabliOi  and  promote  : 
I  cannot  be  your  rival,  either  in  love  or  in  bufmefs  ;  onr 
•  the  contrary,  I  want  the  Rays  of  your  rifing,  to  refled  new 
luftre  upon  my  fetticg  L^ght.  In  order  to  this,  I  fhall  a- 
nalyfe  you  minutely,  and  cenfure  you  freely,  that  ycu  may 
not  (if  poSble)  have  one  fingle  fpot  when  in  your  Meri- 
diin. 

Th^re  is  nothing  that  a  young  fellow,  at  his  firS  ap-? 
pearance  in  the  world,  has  more  reafon  to  dread,  and,  con- 
fequentjy,  fhould  take  more  pains  to  avoid,  than  having 
any  ridicule  iixed  upon  him.  It  dcgr&des  him  with  the 
mod  reafonable  part  of  snankind  ;  but  it  ruins  him  with 
the  reft  ;  and  1  have  known  many  a  man  undone  by  ac- 
quiring a  ridiculous  nick  name  :  I  would  not,  for  all  tke 
riches  in  the  world,  that  you  fhould  acquire  one  when  you 
return  to  England.  Vices  and  crimes  e:<cite  hatred  and 
reproach  ;  failings,  weakneiTes,  and  awkwardne/les,  excite 
ridicule  ;  they  a;e  {aid  hold  of  by  mimicks,  who,  though 

very 
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very  contemptible  wretches  themfelves,  often,  by  their 
buffoonery,  fix  ridicule  upon  their  betters.  The  little  de- 
fe6\sin  manners,  elocution,  add  re  fs,  and  air,  (and  even  of 
figure,  though  very  unjuftly)  are  the  objects  of  ridicule, 
and  the  caufes  of  nick-names.  You  cannot  imagine  the 
grief  it  would  give  me,  and  the  prejudice  it  would  io  you, 
if,  by  way  of  diftinguifliing  you  from  others  of  your  name, 
you  ftiould  happen  to  be  called  Muttering  Stanhope,  Ab- 
ient  Stanhope,  Ill-bred  Stanhope,  or  Awkward  Left-leg- 
ged Stanhope  :  therefors,  take  great  care  to  put  it  out  of 
the  power  of  Ridicule  itfelf  to  give  you  any  of  thefs  ridi- 
culous epithets  ;  for,  if  you  get  one,  it  will  dick  to  you 
like  the  envenomed  (hirt.  ^  The  very  firft  day  that  I  fee 
you,  I  ihall  be  able  to  tell  you,  and  certainly  fhali  tell 
you,  what  degree  of  danger  you  are  in  ;  and  I  hope^  that 
my  admonitions,  as  Cenfor,  may  prevent  the  cenfures  of 
the  public.  Admonitions  are  always  ufeful  ;  is  this  one 
or  not  ?  You  are  the  befi:  jadge4  it  is  your  own  pi<^ure 
which  I  fend  ycu,  drawn,  at  ray  requft,  by  a  Lady  at  Ve- 
nice :  pray  let  me  know,  how  far,  iii  your  confcience,  yoi3 
think  it  like  ;  for  there  are  fome  parts  of  it  whiqh  i  wife 
may,  and  others  which  I  iliouid  be  very  forry  were.  I 
fend  you,  literally,  the  copy  of  that  part  cf  her  letter,  to 
her  faerid  here,  which  relates  to  you,' 

Tell  Mr.  Harte  that  I  have  this  moment  received  his 
letter  of  the  2 2d,  N.  S.  and  that  I  approve  extremely  of 
the  long  ftay  you  have  made  at  Venice.  I  lo^e  long  refi- 
dences  at  Capitals  ;  running  poft  through  dtf^^rent  places 
is  a  mod  unprofitable  way  of  travelling,  and  admits  of  no 
application.  Adieu. 

*  **  Selon  vos  ordres,  j.*ay  foigneufement  examine  le 
jeune  Stanhope,  et  je  crois  I'avoir  approfondi.  En  volci 
ie  portrait,   ^ue  je  crois  tres  £dele.     II  a  Is  vifage  joli^ 

i'air 


*  **  In  complmnct  fo your  orders^  I  ha^-e  examined  v-'-^t^g 

Stanhope  carefully ^  and  t)3ink  1  hanji  pemtrated into  his  cha~ 

^  raSier.      This  is  his  portrait  ^  nuhich     I  lah  i</  be  a  faithful 

one*      His  face  is  plgafingt    his  count inan^c  (en fible     at:a  hts 

look  clrji'r*     His  figure  ts  at  prefint   rather  iaoj^uare  ;  but 

if 
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Pair  fpiritufil,  ct  le  regard  fin.  Sa  figure  eft  I  prcferit 
tfop  quarree  ;  mais  s'il  grandit»  comme  ii  en  a  encore  ct 
le  tema  et  TerofFe,  elle  fera  bonne.  11  a  ccriainement 
beaucoup  d*acquic,  ct  on  m*aflure  qu*il  f^aitna  fond  Jea 
langucs  f93vanies.  Pour  le  Fran9oi5,  je  f^ais  qu'il  Ic  par- 
le  porfaitcmcnt  bien  ;  et  Ton  di(  qu'il*fen  eft  de  mcme  de 
rAllemand.  Les  queftionfc  qn'il  fait  font  judicieufes,  et 
jnarquent  qu'il  cherche  a  s*inftruire.  Je  ne  vous  dirai  pas 
qu*il  cherche  autant  I  plaire  ;  puifqu^il  paroit  pegliger  les 
Artentions  et  les  Graces.  II  fe  prefentc  mal,  ct  n'a  rien 
inoins  que  I'air  et  ia  tournure  aifee  et  noble  qa'il  loi  fau* 
droit.  II  eft  vrai  qu'il  eft  encore  jeune  et  neuf,  de  forte 
qu'on  a  lieu  d'efperer  que  fes  cxercices,    qu'il  R*a  pas  en« 

core 


if  he  Jl309ts  upi  nvhich  he  has  matter  and  year  s  for,  he  nvill 
then  becfugoodji'x.e.  He  has,  undoubtedly ^  a  great  fund 
cf  acquired  kHoivledge  ;  I  am  ojfurtd  that  he  is  fnefier  cf  the 
learned  languages^     As  for  French,  1  knonu  he  fpeaksit  per" 

fe^l^y  and,  I  am  told,  German  as  nvell.  The  quifiions  hi 
afis  are  judicious,  and  denote  a  thirft  after  knoivledge.  I 
cannot  fay  that  he  appears  equally  defirous  of  pleajing,  for 
he  feems  to  negleS  Attentions  and  the  Graces.  He  does  nH 
tome  into  a  room  nuell  ; '  nor  has  he  that  eafy^  noble  carriage 
*which  nvould  be  proper  for  him.     It  is  true,    he    is    as  yet 

young,  and  inexperienced  ;  one  may  therefore  reajonably  hope^ 
that  his  exercifes;  *which  he  has  not  yet  gone  through,  and 
good  company,  in  njuhich  heis  fill  d^no'vice,  fwill  polijh,  and 
give  all  that  is  ^wanting  to  complete  him.  What  feems  ne-' 
cejary  for  that  purpoje,  nveuld  be  an  attachment  to  fame  ivO" 
fnan  offajhion,  and  *who  knoivs  the  nvorld.  Some  Madame 
de  UtJrjay  nvQuld  be  the  proper  per/on.     In  Jhort,  I  can  af- 

Jureyou,  that  he  has  every  thing  <V:>hich  Lord  Chef  erf  eld  am 
<vifi>  him,  excepting  that  carriage,  thoje  graces y  and  the  fykf 
ufed  in  the  beji  company  ;  ixihich  he  <will  certainly  ac^quire 
in  time,  and  by  frequenting  the  polite  iMorld,  If  he  fiould 
ftot,  it  luould  be  great  pity,     lixce  he  fo  nx-ell  defer<ves  to  pof 

fefs  them.  Toil  kno-w  their  importance.  My  Lord  his  father 
knonxii  it  too,  he  being  mafer  df  them  all.  To  conclude,  rf 
little  Stanhope  acquires  the  graces,  I  promije  you  he  ^votll 
make  his  'ivay  ;  if  not,  he  <^ill  be  Jlopt  in  a  courfsf  the  goal 
tf  fwhich  he  might  atiain  n.ii;h  h^nar*'* 
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core  faits,  et  la  bonne  compaghie  ou  il  eft  encore  novice, 
1^  decrotteront,  et  lui  donneront  tout  ce  qui  lui  manque  \ 
prefenc.  Un  arrangement  avec  quelque  femme  de  condT- 
tion  et  qui  a  du  monde,  quelque  Madame  de  I'Urfay,  eil 
precifeojent  tc  qu'il  lui  faut.  E^iin,  j'ofe  vous.  affurerj, 
qu'il  a  tout  ee  qde  Monfieur  de  Cheilerfield  pourroii  iui 
fouhaiter,  a  Texception  des"M4nieres,  de?  Graces,  et  da 
toa  de  la  Bonne  C^mpagnis,  t|  ill  prendra  fureraent  avec 
le  terns,  et  Tafage  du  grand  monde.  Ce  feroit  bien  dom- 
Kiage  au  moins  qu'il  nc  les  prir  point,  puifqu'il  msrite  tant 
de  les  avoir.  Et  voiis  f9?.ve2  bien  de  queu:  impo/tance 
elles  fonr.  Monficur  Ton  Pere  !e  r9^it  auSi,  les  poiledant 
lui  meme  comme  il  fait.  Bref,  fi  je  perit  S  anhope  ^cquir 
«rt  les  Graces,  il  ira  Join,  je  vous  en  reponds  ^  fi  noa,  i! 
a'arretsra  court  dans  »ne  bfeile  carriere,  qa'il  pouTroit  au- 
ftrement  fournir." 

You  fee,  by  this  estraS,  of  what  ccnfequence  other  peo- 
ple thinfe  the/e  things.  Therefore  t  hope  you  will  nd 
longer  look  upon  them  as  trifiles.  It  is  the  chahdcr  of 
an  able  manto^defpife  little  things  in  gr'eat  bulinefs  ;  biic 
then  he  knows  what  thi»gs  are  little^  and  what  not.  He 
does  not  fuppofe  things  little  becaufe  they  are  commonly 
called  fo  5  but  by  the  confequences  that  thay  or  may  not 
attend  ihem.  If  gaining  people's  afFedions,  and-imcrelt- 
ing  their  hearts  in  your  favour,  be  of  confequence,  as  it 
undoubtedly,  is  t  he  kiiows  very  well,  that  a  happy  con« 
Currence  of  all  thefe,  commonly  called  little  things,  Man- 
ners, Air,  Addrefs,  Graces,  ^V.  u  of  the  utmoll  co.nfe- 
^uence,  and  will  never  be  at  reft  till  He  Has  acquired  them. 
The  world  is  taken  by  the  outfide  of  thing?,  and  we'  mull 
take  the  world  as  it  is  5  you  or  I  cannot  fet  it  right,  t 
know,  at  this  time,  a  niaii  of  great  quality  ind,  i^ation> 
who  has  not  the  parts  of  a  porter  5  but  railed  Himreif  td 
ihe  ftation  he  is  in,  Jingly  by  having  a  graceful  figure, 
polite  ixiannexs,  and  an  engaging,  addrefs  i  which,  by  the 
v?ay,  he  orily  acquired  fey  habit  ;  for  he  had  not  Tenfe  e» 
nough  to  get  thenl  by  refledtion.  Parts  dnd  habic  ihouid 
confpire  to  complete  you.  You  will  have  the  habit  qI^ 
goad  ceitjpafty,  and  yoii  have  refle<ftion  ih  your  iiowe.r. 


Q  $g 


4^1  LORD  CiiESTERFIELB^i 

LITTER      €LXXIII. 

London,  December  the  5th,  O.  S.  ifjL^l 
,    DEAR  BOY, 

THosE  who  fuppofe,  that  men  in  general  aft  ratio* 
nally,  becaibfe  they  arc  calied  rational  creature?^ 
Icnovv  very  little  of  the  world  ;  and  if  they  a6t  themfelves 
opon  that  fuppikfition,  ivill,  nine  times  in  ten,  find  theia^ 
(elves  grofly  miflaken.  That  man  is  animal  bipest  im" 
plume i  riJihU,  I  emirely  agree  ;  but  for  the  raiionali,  I 
can  only  allow  it  him  in  atflu  prima  (10  talk  Logic),  and 
feldom  in .  aSlu  fecundo.  Tiuis  the  fpeculative,  cloif- 
tered  pedant,  in  hfs  fo^itary  cell,  form^  fyfttms  o5 
things  as  they  ihould  k^»  not  as  they  are  ;  and  writes 
as  decifively  and  abfurdly  upon  v^r,  poHiics,  manners, 
and  charadets,  as  that  pedant  talked  who  was  fo  kind  as 
to  inftru^  F|annibal  in  the  art  of  war.  Such  clofet-poli- 
ticlans  never  fail  to  affign  the  deepeft  motives  for  the  mod 
triSing  aftions  -^  inllead  of  often  aicribicg  the  greatef!  ac- 
tions to  the  moft  trilling  caufes,  in  which  they  would  bs 
miiuch  feldomer  millaken.  They  read  and  write  of  Kings, 
Heroes,  and  Statefmen,  as  never  doing  any  thing  but  up* 
on  thg  deepeil  principles  of  found  policy.  But  thofe  who 
fee  and  obferi^s  JCings,  Heroes,  aai  Statefmen,  difcove? 
that  they  have  feestd-scfes,  indi^eftions,  hu^mours,  and  paf- 
Jons,  )u(l  like  other  |?eople  ;  every  one  of  which,  in  their 
turnsj  d^crmin^  their  wills,  in  defiance  of  their  reafon. 
Had  we  only  read,  in  Jhc  Life  of  Alexander,  that  he  burnt 
Fcrfcpdlis,  it  would'  doubtlefs  have  been  accounted  fox 
from  de^p  l^ol icy  i  W€uihoA:ld   have  been   told,    that ^  his 

ftw  conqueft  could  not  have  been  fecured  without  the  dc- 
ruftion  of  that  Capital,  which  would  have  been  the  cono 
ilant  feat  of  cabals,  cc>nfpiracies,  and  revolts.  But,  lucki- 
ly, w€  are  informed  at  the  fame  time,  that  this  herOj, 
this  demi-god,  this  fon  and  hek  of  jL»piter  Ammon, 
Hiappened  to  get  extremely  drunk  with  his  v^e  ;  and, 
by  way  of  frolicJ^,  deftroyed  one  of  the  finefl  cities  in  th« 
world,  liead  men,  therefore,  yourfelf,  not  in  books,  but 
in  nature.  Adopt  no  fyftems,  but  ftudy  them  yourfelf. 
Obferve  their  weakneffes,  their  pailibns,  their  humours  i 
of  all  which,  their  underdandings  are,  nine  times  in  ten, 
the  dupes.  You  will  then  know  that  they  are  to  be  gain* 
cd^  ini4uenCed,  or  Icd^  miich  ofteii'^r  by  little  things  than 
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hy  great  ones  ;  and  confequently  you  will  no  longer  think 
tliole  things  little  which  tend  to  fuch  great  purpofes. 

Let  us  apply  this  now  to  the  particular  objeft  of  this 
letter  ;  I  mean,  fpeakimg  in,  and  influencing,  public  af- 
femblies.  The  nature  of  our  conftitution  makes  Elo- 
quence more  ufeful,  and  more  neceflary,  in  this  country^ 
than  in  any  other  in  Europe.  A  certain  degree  of  good 
fenfe  and  knowledge  is  requifite  for  that,  as  well  as  for  e. 
very  thing  elfe  ;  but  beyond  that,  the  purity  of  di£ticn, 
the  elegancy  of  ftyle,  tlv?  harmony  of  periods,  a  pleafing 
elocution,  and  a  graceful  a^ion,  are  the  things  which  a 
public  fpeaker  (hould  attend  to  the  moft  ;  beeaufe  his 
audience  sertainly  does,  and  underftands  them  the  beft, 
or  rather  ipdeed  underftands  little  elfe.  The  late  Lord 
Chancellor  Cow|)er's  (Ifength,  as  an  Orator,  la^  by  no 
means  in  his  reafonings,  for  he  often  hazarded  very  weak 
ones.  But  fuch  wss  the  purity  and  elegancy  of  his  ftyle, 
fuch  the  propriety  and  charms  of  his  elocution,  and  fuch 
the  gracefulnefs  of  his  aftion,  that  he  never  fpoke  withous 
ani'verfal  applaufe  ;'  the  ears  and  the  eyes  gave  him  up 
the  hearts  and  the  underllandings  of  the  audience.  On 
the  contrary,  the  late  Lord  Townihend  always  fpoks 
materially,  with  argument  and  kijowledge,  but  never 
pleafed.  Why  ?  His  didlon  was  not  only  inelegant, 
but  frequently  ungrammatical,  always  vulgar  ;  his  ca- 
dences falfe,  his  voice  unhai^onious,  and  his  a6lion  un- 
graceful. Nobody  heard  him  with  patience  ;  and  the 
young  fellows  ufed  to  joke  upon  him,  and  repeat  hi^  in- 
accuracies. The  late  Duke  of  Argyle,  though  the  weak- 
eil  reafoner,  was  the  moS:  pleating  fpeeker  I  ever  knew  in 
my  life.  He  charmed,  he  warmed,  he  forcibly  raviflied, 
the  audience  ;  not  by  his  matter  certainly,  but  by  his 
manner  of  delivering  it,  A  moll  genteel  figure,  a  grace- 
ful noble  air,  an  hafmonious  voice,  an  elegancy  of  ftyle, 
and  a  fttength  of  emphafis,  confpifed  fo  make  him  the 
moft  afFeiling,  perfuafive,  and  applauded  fpeal^er,  I  e»er 
Taw.  I  was  captivated  like  others  ;  but  when  f  came 
home,  andcooly  confidered  what  he  had  faid,  ftripped  of 
all  thofe  ornaments  in  which  he<  had  drefT.d  ir,  1  of  en 
found  the  matter  flimfy,  the  arguments  weak,  and. I  wps 
convinced  of  the  power  of  thofe  adven^kipus  concurring 
cirvuriiftancesj  which  ignorance  of  msnkind  only  c^J.ls  tri- 


^10k 


LQRD  CHE5TERFIELD'j 


^ing  ones.  ■  Cicero,  in  his  book  de  Oraiore,  In  order  ta 
raife  j;he  dignity  of  that  profeffion,  whicK  he  well  kney/ 
liimfelf  to  be  at  the  head  of,  aiTerts,,  That  a  qomplet*  O- 
rator  mufc  be  a  complete  every  things  Lawyer,  Philofo- 
pher,  Divine,  i^c.  That  would  be  extremely  well,  if  it 
were  poiTible  ;  bat  man's  life  is  not  long  enough  j  and  I 
hold  him  to  be  the  compleateft  Orator  vtho  fpeaks  ihe.beft 
upon  that  fubjefl  which  occurs  ;  whofe  happy  choice  of 
words,  whofe  lively  imagination ,  whofe  elocution  and  ac- 
tion, adorn  and  grace  his  matter,  at  the  faqie  time  that 
|hey  excise  the  attention  and  engJge  the  paflions  of  his 
sudi  nee. 

You  will  be  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons  as  foon   as    you 

sre  of  age  ;  and  you  nr»uft  firft  make  a  figure  there,  if  you 

v/ould  make  a  ^ure  or  a  fortune  in' your   country.     This 

you  can  never  do  without  that  correcinefs  and  elegancy  ia 

your  own  lan,^uage, ^hich  you  now  feem  to  negle^,.    and 

v^hich  yea  have  entirely  to  learn.     Fortunately  for  you,  it 

is  to,  be  learned.     Care   and    obfervation  will  do  it  ;  butt 

do  not  direr  youifelf,  that  ail  the  knowledge,    fenfe,  and 

Feafoning,  in  the  warld,  will  ever  make  you  a  popular  and 

applauded  fpesker,  without  the  ornaments  and    the  graces 

Oi  Iivle,  elocution,  and  adlioii.     Si-nfvj  and  argument,  tho* 

poa^fely  delivered,  will    have    their,  weight,    in    a  private 

^on'/crfarion,  with  two  or  three  people  cf  fenfe  ;  but,  in  a 

public  ad'fiTibly    they  will  have  none,    if  naked  and  defti-' 

tue  of  the  advantiges    I   have    mentioned.     Cardinal  De 

Re'z  obferves,  very  jallly,    that  every  nuniierous    aiTembly 

.is  mnb,     inHuenced   by    their  paffions,    humours,    and  af- 

fct^ionj,  vyhich  nothing    but    elcquence   ever    did  or  eve? 

€39  eng  ige.     This  is  io  important  a  confideration  for  eye-' 

rv  boGy  in  this  country,    and  more  particularly    for    yoU, 

■^hat  I  earncftly  reconimend    it    to    your  mod    ferious  care 

an. I  atencion.      Mind  your  didion,    in  whatever  language 

y    ',!  fjiher  wriie  or  foeak  ;  contrad  a    habit  of  corjf  itnefs 

(?.nq  cleg-ince.      C.  nfider  your  ftyle,  even  in  the  freeR  con- 

verfaiior,    and  mod    fnmiiiar  letters.      Af'er,*  at  Icaft,     if 

not  nerorf,  yoi!  have  faid  a  ihing,  reflsdl  if  you  could  not 

have  r.!id  it  better.      Where  you  doubt  of  the  propriety  or 

elegyncy  {>f  a  word  or  a  phfafe,    confuh  fome  good  dead  or 

^iving'^auihorhy  in  that  langDrge.     Ufe  vcurlelf   to  tranf. 

^    ■  "■-        ■■■■.■■:  .  '    '■  ■         '     iaic 
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lite  from  various  languages  into  Engiiih  J  corecft  thoffl 
tran{lai«Qn>,  til-  'ey  fs,t\!>fy  vour  ear,  as  well  as  'pur  uB- 
^erftanding  ;  ann  be  convinced  of  'his  tru  h,  That  the 
hti\  fen(e  and  realon  in  die  v(rorld  will  be  as  unwelcome 
|n  a  pub  ic  afiembly,  without  th- fe  ornamen  s,  as  they 
will  in  pjblic  companies,  without  the  afliftance  of  man* 
ners  and  politcners.  li  you  wiM  p^e^ie  peopl  ,  you  rnuft 
pleafe  theii  in  thrir  own  way  :  and  as  you  cannot  m-4te 
them  what  they  (hitild  b.',  you  muft  take  them  as  they 
are.  I  repeat  it  a^ain,  hey  are  only  to  fee  taken  by  agre* 
menSi  ana  b.  what  flatters  their  fenfes  and  their  heart?, 
Rabelais  fii  ft  wrote  a  moft  excellent  book,  which  nobody 
liked  ;  then,  de^rmined  to  conform  to  the  public  talle, 
he  wrota  Gargantua  and  fantagrud,  which  every  body 
liked,  extravagant  as  it  was.         Adieu. 
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London,  December  the  7th,  O.  S.  1749. 
DEAR  BOY, 

IT, is  now  above  fdrty  years  fincc  I  have  never  fpokea 
nor  written  one  fingle  word  without  giving  myfeif  at 
leaft  one  moment's  time  to  conlider  whether  it  was  a  good 
pne  or  a  bad  one,  and  whether  I  could  not  find  out  a  bet* 
iter  in  its  place.  An  unharmpnious  and  rugged  period, 
at  this  time,  flocks  my  ears  ;  and  I,  like  all  the  reft  of 
the  world,  will  willingly  exchange  and  give  up  fome  de- 
gree of  rough  ^^(^{t,  for  a  good  degree  of  pleafing  found. 
I  will  freely  and  truly  own  to  you,  without  either  vanity 
or  falfe  modefty,  that  whatever  reputation  I  have  acquired 
as  a  fpeaker,  is  more  owing  to  my  ccnUant  attention  to 
jny  di<flion,  than  to  my  matter,  which  was  necsffarily  jud 
the  fame  of  other  people's.  When  you  come  into  Parlia- 
ment, your  leputaiicn  as  a  fpeaker  v,'itl  depend  much  mbre 
upoa  your  words  and  your  periods,  than  upon  the  fubjeft. 
The  fame  matter  occurs  equally  to  every  hpdy  of  commoa 
fenfe,  upon  the  fame  queftion  ;  the  ^reffing  it  well,,  is 
vvhac  excues  the  attention  and  admirat'on  of  the  audience. 
It  is  in  Parliament  that  I  have  fet  my  heart  upon  votir 
making  a  figure  ;  it  is  there  that  I  want  to  hive  you  jull- 
h  prOL^'i  of  vourfslf,  and  to  make  me  jallly  proud  ot  you* 
'  "  '  /  ■  '       This 
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This  meatos  tliat  you  mu ft  be  a  good  fpeaker  thfre  ;  T  ufs 
the  word  m-uj^f  becaufe  I  know  you  may  if  you  will.  The 
▼uigar,  who  are  always  millaken,  look  upon  a  Speaker 
and  a  Comet  with  ihe  fame  aftonifiiment  and  adnviration, 
taking  them  boto-for  preternatural  phenomena.  This  er- 
ror difcourages  many  young  men  from  attempting  that 
charaftcr  ;  and  good  fpeakers'  are  willing  to  have  their  ta- 
lent considered  as  fomething  very  extraordinary,  if  not  a 
peculiar  gift  of  God  to  his  eleft.  But  let  you  and  I  ana- 
iyfe  and  iimp^ify  this  good  fpeaker  ;  let  us  flrip  him  of 
thofe  adventitious  plumes,  with  which  his  own  pride  and 
the  ignorance  of  others  have  decked  him;  and  we  (hall 
iiad  the  true  definition  of  him  to  be  no  more  than  this — ■ 
A  luan  of  good  common  fenfe,  who  reafons  juftiy,and  ex- 
prefles  hirafelf  elegantly,  on  that  fu'bjedl  upon  which  he 
fpeaks.  There  is,  fur^',  no  witchcraft  in  this.  A  man 
of  fenfe,  without  a  fuperior  and  aftoniftiing  degree  of- 
parts,  will  not  taJk  nonienfe  upon  an^fubjedl  ;  nor  will 
be,  if  he  has  the  leaft  tafte  or  application,  talk  inelegant- 
ly. What  then  does  all  this  mtghty  art  and  myHery  of 
ipeaking  in  Parliament  amount  to?  Why,  no  more  than 
this,*  That  the  man  who  fpeaks  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, fpeaks  in  that  Houfe,  and  to  four  hundred  people, 
that  opinion,  upon  a  given  fubjed,  which  he  would  make 
no  difficulty  of  fpeaking  in  any  houfe  in  England,  round 
the  fire,  or  at  table,  to  any  fourteen  people  whalfoever  ; 
better  judges,  perhaps,  and  feverer  critics,  of  what  he  fays, 
than  any  fourteen  gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  . 

I  have  fpcken  freqaently  in  Parliament,  and  not  always 
without  fome  applaufei  and  therefore  I  can  afTure  ytiu, 
from  my  experience,  that  there  is  very  little  in  it.  The 
elegancy  of  the  ftyie,  and  the  turn  of  the  periods,  mak* 
the  chref  imptciTion  upon  the  hearers.  Give  them- but 
one  or  two  round  ard  harmonious  periods  in  a  fpeech, 
which  they  will  retain  and  repeat  ;  and  they  will  go  home 
as  well  fatisfied,  as  people  do  from  an  Opera,  humming 
all  the  way  one  or  two  favourite  tunes  that  have  ilruck 
their  ears  and  were  eafily  caught.  Moft  people  have  cars, 
but  few  have  ju<!igment  ;  tickle  thofe  ears,  and  depend 
upin  it  you  will  catch   their  judgments,    fuch  as  they  are. 

Ciceio,  confcious  that  he  was  at  the  top  of  his  profeffi- 
on,  (for  in  his  lifne'Eioqaence  was  a  profefl^n)    in   ot^st 
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ip  fet  himrdf  off,  defines,  in  his  Treatife  dt  Orators,  an 
Orator  to  be  fuch  a  man  as  never  was,  or  never  will  be  g 
and  by  this  fallacious  argument  fays,  that  he  muft  know 
every  an  and  {ci&nce  whatfoever,  or  how  feall  he  fpeak 
upon  them  f  But  with  fubmiflion  to  fo  great  an  authority^ 
my  definition  of  an  Orator  is  extremely  differeat  frorop 
and  I  believe  much  truer  than  his.  I  call  that  man  z& 
Orator,  who  reafons  juftiy,  and  expreffes  himfelf  elegant- 
ly, upon  whatever  fubjeft  he  treats.  Problems  i»  Geome« 
try,  Kquaiions  in  Algebra,  Proceffes  in  Chemiftry,  and 
Experiments  in  Anatomy,  are  never,  that  I  have  heard  of,, 
the  objeds  of  Eloquence  ;  and  therefore  I  humbly  con- 
ceive, that  a  man  may  be  a  very  fine  fpeaket ,  and  yel 
^now  nothing  of  Geometry,  Algebra,  Cheraiflry,  or  Ana- 
tomy. The  fubjedts  of  all  Parliamentary  debates-,  are 
.fubjedls  of  common  fenfe  ^ngly. 

Thus  I  write  whatever  occurs  to  me,  that  I  think  may 
contribute  either  to  form  or  inf&rm  you.  :>May  my  labouf 
liot  be  vain  1  and  it  will  not,  if  you  will  but  have  hall 
the  concern  for  ycurfelf  that  I  have  for  yo\i.        Adiea, 
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London,  Decem-ber  the  S2th,  O.  S.  174^^ 
BEAR  BOY,  . 

LORD  Clarendon,  in  his  hifiiory,  fays  of  Mr.  Johsft 
Hampden,  that  he  had  a  head  ta'contri've,  a  tongui. 
t»  per/uade,  and  a  hand  to  execute^  any  mi/chief.  1  ihail^ 
not  now  enter  into  the  juftnefs  of  this  chara^^r  of  Mr* 
Hampden,  to  whofe  brave  ftand  againft  the  rllegal  de- 
mand of  ShJp-money  we  owe  our  prefent  libenies  i  but  F 
mention  it  tp  you  as  ihe  charafler,  which,  with  the*alte- 
lation  of  one  fmgle  word,  Goad,  inllead  of  Mi/chiefs  J 
would  have  you  afpire  td,  and  ufe  yoi>f  utmoU  endeavours 
to  ^t{tt\^.  The  head  to,  contrive,  God  muft  to  a  certaio 
degree  have  given  you  ;  but  it  is  in  your  own  power  greac= 
iy  to  improve  it,  by  Hudy,  obfervatron,  and  reflection. 
As  for  ihs  tongue  to  pirfuade^  it  wholfy  depends  upon  your-= 
felf  ;  and  without  it  the  beft  head  will  contrive  to  very 
little  purpcfe.  The  hand  to  execute,  depends  likewi(c\, 
In  my  opinion,  m  a  great  meafuie  upon  your  felf,     Scrio-j^ 
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rcSeftion  will  always  give  courage  in  a  goed  caufe  ;  an<3 
the' courage  arifing  from  refliftion  is  of  a  much  fuperior 
stature  to  the  animal  and  conftitut.onal  courage  of  a  fool- 
Iblcjier  Tne  former  is  fteady  and  unlhaken,  where  the 
mdits  is  dignus  ijindice  ;  the  latter  is  pftfner  improperly 
than  properly  exerted,-  bui  always  brutally. 

The  fscond  member  of  my  text  (to  fpeak  ecclefiaiircal- 
ly)  ihall  be  the  rubjrfl  of  my  following  difcourfe  \  tbt 
tongue  ti  perfuade  :  As  judicious  Preachers  recommend 
^hofc  virtues  which  they  think  their  fevcral  audiences  want 
the  mod  ;  fuch  as  truth  and  continence,  at  Court  ;  diiin* 
tereftednefs,  in  th£  City  ;  and  fobrieiy,  in  the  Country. 

You  muft  certainly,  in  the  courfe  of  your  little  experi- 
ence, have  fek  the  different  effects  ot  elegant  and  inele- 
gant fpeaking.  Do  yoa  not  fuffer,  when  people  accofl 
you  in  a  ftammering  or  hefitating  manner  ;  in  an  untune- 
ful  voice,  with  falfe  accents  and  cadences  ;  puzzling  and 
blundering  through  folecifms,  barbarifms,  and  vulgarifms  5 
inif-placing  even  their  bad  words,  and  inverting  all  me- 
thod \  Does  not  this  prejudice  you  againft  their  matter, 
be  it  what  it  will  ;  nay,  even  again  ft  their  peffons  ?  I  ans 
iure  it  does  me.  On  the  other  hand.  Do  you  not  feel 
yourfelf  inclined,  prepoflened,  nay  even  engaged,  in  favor 
©f  thofe  who  addfefs  you  in  the  diredl  contrary  manner  f 
The  efffds  of  a  corred  and  adorned  ftyle,  of  method  and 
perfpicutty,  are  incredible,  towards  perfuafion  :  they  of- 
ten fupply  the  want  of  rcafon  and  argument  j  but,  when 
sfedin  the  fupportof  reafon  and  argument,  they  are  irreftfti- 
bie.  The  French  attend  very  much  to  the  purity  and  c« 
legancy  of  their  ftyle,  even  in  comsiion  converfation  ;  in- 
fomuch,  that  it  is  a  charafter,  to  fay  of  a  man,  f«*/7  narrt 
hien,^  Their  converfalions  frequently  turn  upon  the  deli- 
cacies of  their  language,  and  an  Academy  is  employed  in 
fixing  it.  The  Crujca^  in  Iraly,  has  the  fame  objedl  ;  and 
I  have  met  with  very  few  ItaUaas,  who  did  not  fpeak  their 
own  language  corredlv  and  elegantly.  How  much  more 
ceceffary  is  it  for  ^n  En^^liftiman  to  do  fo,  who  is  to  fpeak 
it  in  a  public  afiembly,  whe?e  the  laws  end  liberties  of  his 
countrv  are  the  fubjedls  of  his  deliberation  ?  The  tongue 
that' would  perfuade,  there,  muft  r.ot  content  itfelf  wita 
mere  articulation.  You  know  what  pains  Demofthenes 
took  to  cofic»a  his  nacuraliy    bad   eloailficn  ;   you  knovir 
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4^at  he  declaimed  by  thie  fca-fide  in  ftorms,  to  prepara 
himfelif  for  the  noifc  of  the  tumultuous  alTemblies  he  was 
to  fpcak  to  ;  and  you  can  now  judge  of  the  correftnefs 
and  elegancy  of  his  ftyle.  He  thought  all  thefe  things  of 
confequcnce,  and  he  thought  right  ;  pray  do  you  think  fo 
too.  It  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  you  to  be  of  that 
Opuiion.  If  you  have  the  leaft  defe^  in  your  elocution, 
take  the  utrooll  care  and  pains  to  corie^  it.  Do  not  ne» 
gleft  your  ftyle,  whatever  language  you  fpeak  in,  or 
whomever  you  fpeak  to>  were  it  your  footman.  Seek 
always  for  the  bell  words  and  the  happieft  expre'ffions  yod 
can  find.  Do  not  content  yourfelf  with  being  barely  un- 
derftood  ;  but  adorn  your  thoughts,  and  drefs  them  as  yon 
would  your  perfon  ;  which,  however  well  proportioned  ie 
might  be,  it  would  be  very  improper  and  indecent  to  ex- 
hibit naked,  or  even  worfe  drefTed  than  people  of  yout 
fort  are. 

I  have  fent  you  in  a  packet  which  your  Leipfig  acquain- 
tance Duval  fends  to  his  correfpondent  at  Rumei  Lord 
Bolingbroke's  book  *,  which  he  publilhed  about  a  year  a- 
go.  I  defire  that  you  will  r^ad  it  over  and  over  again^ 
with  particular  attention  to  the  ftyle.,  and  to  all  tkofe 
beauties  of  Oratory  with  which  it  is  adorned.  Till  I  read 
that  book,  I  confefs  [  did  not  know  all  the  extent  and 
pqwersofthe  Englifh  language.  Lord  Bolingbroke  ha$ 
both  a  tongue  and  a  pen  to  perfuade^ :  his*  manner  of 
fpeaking  in  private  Converfstion,  is  full  as  elegant  as  hi^ 
writings  :  whatever  fubjed  he  either  fpeaks  or  writes  up- 
dn,  he  adorns  it  with  the  moft  fplendid  eloquence  ;  not  s 
ftudied  or  laboured  eloquence,  but  fuch  a  flowing  happi- 
nefs  of  diftion,  which  (from  care  perhaps  at  firlt)  is  be- 
come fo  habfrual  to  him^  that  even  his  moi^  familiar  con- 
verfations,  if  taken  down  iii  writing,  would  bear  the  Prefsi, 
without  the  leali  corredion  either  as  to  method  or  ^yh. 
If  his  cond*udl,  in  the  former  part  of  his  life,  h^d  been  fe- 
qual  to  allhis  natural  and  acquired  talents,  he  would  moll: 
juflly  have  merited  the  epithet  of  All-acCompllihed.  He 
is  himfeif  fenfible  oi  his  paft  errors  :  thofe  violent  paffi- 
ons,  which  feducsd  him  in  his  youth,  haVe  now  fublidedi 
by  age  ;  and,  take  him  as  he  is  now,  thg  character  of' jUi- 
K  h  h  ac- 

*  Letters  on  the    Spirit    of  Pairiot^frnj,    on  the  idea  of  a 
Pairioi  King.      ; 
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accompllfhed  Is  .more  his  due  than  any  man*s  I  ever  knew 
in  my  Jife. 

But  he  has  besn  a  moft  mortitving  inftance  of  »he  vio<= 
lence  of  humai;  paOijn?,  and  of  the  weakncfs  of  the  moft 
exalted  human  reafon.  His  virtues  and  his  vices,  his  rea- 
son and  his  pafiions,  cid  not  blend  the.Tifelves  by  a  grada- 
tion ef  ti.'iS,  but  formed  a  fliining  and  fudden  cohtraft. 

Here  the  darkell,  there  the  mofl  fplendid  coloufs,  and 
borh  rendered  more  (hining  from  their  proxiroit/.  Im- 
petuoiity,  excefs,  and  almoft  extravagancy.,  chara^erifed 
not  only  his  paffions,  but  even  his  f^nfes.  Hi*  yuuth  was 
diftinguifhed  by  all  the  tumult  and  ftorm  of  pleafures,  jin 
which  he  moft  licentioufly  triumphed,  difdaining  au  de- 
corum. His  fine  imagination  has  often  been  heated  and 
cxhaufled  wirh  his  body,  in  celebratin|'  and  deifving  the 
prollitute  of  the  night  ;  and  his  convivial  j-'ys  were  pufh- 
ed  to  all  th?  extravagancy  of  frantic  Bacch  nals.  Thofe 
paffions  were  interrupted  but  by  a  ftronger,  Ambition, 
The  former  impaired  both  his  conftitution  and  his  charac- 
ter, but  the  latter  deftroyed  b^th  his  forcune  and  his  repu- 
tation. 

He  has. noble  and  generous  fentiments,  rather  than  fixed 
reHe<5led  principles  of  good-nature  and  friendfhip  ;  but 
they  are  more  violent  than  Jading,  and  fuddenlv  and  often 
varied  to  tbeiroppofite  extremes  wiih  regard  even  to  the 
fame  perfons.  He  receives  the  common  attcndons  of  ci- 
vility as  obligations,  which  he  returns  with  interefl  ;  and 
rcfents  with-^palTion  the  little  inadvertencies  of  human  na- 
ture, which  he  repays  with  interetl  too.  Even  a  difFe- 
jence  of  opinion  upon  a  Philofopr.ica!  fubjed,  would  pro- 
voke, and  prove  him  no  Pra£!ical  Philclbpher  at  leafl, 

Notwiih^aftding  the  diffipation  of  his  youth,  and  the 
tumultuous  agitation  of  his  middle  age,  he  has  an  infinite 
fund  of  various  and  almoft  univerfal  kfiowledge,  which, 
from  the  clearc-ft  and  quickeft  tonception  and  happieft  me- 
mory that  ever  man  was  bleiTed  wi  h,  he  always  carries  a- 
bout  him.  It  is  his  pocket  money,  and  he  never  has  oe- 
cafion  to  draw  upon  a  book  for  any  fum.  He  excels  more 
particularly  in  Hiftory,  us  his  hiftorical  works  plainly 
prove.  The  relative  Poiiiical  and  Commercial  inierefls  of 
every  country  in  Europe,  particularly  of  his  own,  are  bet- 
ter knovva  lo  him  than  perhaps-   to   any    man  in  it  ;   but 

hovf 
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how  Ileadily  he  has  purfued  the  Javter  in  his-  public  con- 
duct, his  enemici,  of  all  parties  and  denominations,  tell 
wiihjoy. 

He  engaged  young,  and  diftinguiftied  himfeif,  in  bufw 
Refs  ;  and  his  pcriietration  was  al/noft  intuicion.  I  am  old 
enough  to  have  hea-d  him  Tpeak  in  Parliament  ;  and  I  re- 
member, that,  th  )ugh  prejuiiced  againft  him  b>  party,  I 
felt  all  the  forct  ana  charms  of  his  eloquence.  Like  Beli- 
al, in  Milton,  5'  he  made  the  vvarYe  appear  the  better 
caufe/'  Ail  the  internal  ar<.<l  external  advantages  and  ta- 
lents of  an  Qra;or  are  undoubtedly  his.  Figure,  voice, 
elocution,  knowledge  ;  and,aboye  all,  the  purell  and  moft 
Horid  di(Slion,  with  the  jufteft  me  aphors  and  happieft  im- 
ages ;  had  raifed  him  to  the  poft  of  Secretary  at  War,  at 
four-and-twenty  years  old  ;  an  age  at  which  others^are 
hardly  thought  fit  for  the  fmalleft  employments. 

During  his  long  exile  in  France,  he  applied  himfeif  tcj 
iludy  with  his  charafteriilical  ardour  ;  and  there  he  form- 
ed, and  chiefly  executed,  the  plan  of  a  great  phiiofophical 
work.  The  common  bounds  of  human  knowledge  are 
too  narrow  for  his  warm  and  afpiring  imagination.  He 
muft  go  ex/ra  fiammantia  mcsnia  Mundi,  zud  explore  the 
unknown  and  unknowable  regions  of  Metaphyfics  ;  v^hich 
open  an  unbounded  lield  for  the  excurfions  of  an  ardent 
imagination,  vvhere  eadiefs  co i^je6;u res  fup ply  the  defed  of 
caattfiitiable  knowledge,  and  too  often  ufurp  both  its  name 
and  influence. 

He  has  had  a  very  handiome  perfon,    vyith  a  moll   en-   J 
gaging  addre/s  in  his  air  and    manners  :  he    has   a!!    the 
dignity  and  good-breeding  which  a  man  of  quality   fiiould 
or  can  have,  and  which  fo  few,  in    this    country  at    ieail,    ^ 
really  have. 

He  profeiiVs  himfeif  a  Deiil  ;  believing  in  a  general 
Providence,  but  doubdng  of,  though  by  no  means  rejedl- 
ing  (as  is  commonly  fuppofed)  the  immortalicy  of  the 
foul  and  a  future  fiate. 

.  Upon  the  whole  of  this  extraordinary  man,  -what  can 
we  fay,  but,,  ^las,  poor  human  nature  I 

In  your  deflination,  you  will  have  frequent  cccsHons  to  . 
fpeak  in  public  ;  to  Princes    and    Statw,    abroad  ;   to  the  * 
Houfe  of  Commons,  at  home  :  judge  then,    whether  Ejo-^ 
ciuence  is'ncce^ary  for  soa  or  nut  ;  not  only  common  Elo- 
quence, 
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quence,  which  is  rather  free  from  faults,  than  adorned  by 
beauties  ;  hut  the  highcft,  the  moft  Ihining,  degree  of  elo- 
quence. For  God's  fake,  have  this  objeft  always  in  your 
view,  and  in  your  though  s.  Tune  your  tongue  early  to 
perfuafion  ;  and  let  no  jarrirg,  difTonant  accents  ever  fall 
from  It.  Contra^  an  habit  of  fpeaking  well,  upon  every 
occaften,  and  neglefl  yourfelf  in  no  one.  Eloquence  and 
good. breeding,  alone,  with  an  exceeding  fmall  degree  of 
p.arts  and  knowledge,  will  carry  a  man  a  great  way  ;  with 
;^our  parts  and  knowledge,  then,  how  far  wiH  they  not 
carry  you  I        Adi^u* 
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London,  G^cember  the  i6th,  O.  S.  ly^g^ 
PEAR  Boy, 

THIS  leuer  will,  I  hope,   find   you  fafely  arrived  and 
well  fettled  ai  R-^me,   after  the  ufual  diftrcfliis    and. 
accidents  of  a  winter  journey,    which    are  very  proper  to, 
teacft  you  patience.     Your  ftay    there,   I    look   upon  as  3 
very  important  period  of  your  life  ;  and  1  do  believe,  that 
you  wiJl  fill  it    up   well,     1   hope   you    will   employ    th« 
xnorningfi  diligently  wiih  Mr  Harte,  in  acquiring  weight; 
and  the  evenings   in  the  beft  companies  at  Rome,   in  ac- 
quiring luftre.     A  formal,  dull  father,    would  recommend 
to  you  to  plod  out  the  evenings,  too,  at  home  over  a  book 
by  a  dim  taper  ;  but  I  recommend  to    you    the   evenings 
for  your  pleafares,  which  are  dS  much  a  part  of  your  edu- 
cation, and  almoft  as  neceffary    a    one,    as   your  morning 
ftudjes.     Go  to  whatever  ailemblies  ox  /pe8mks  people  of 
pf  falhion  go  to  i  and.  when  you  are  there,  do  as  ihey  do. 
Endeavour  t^.  outfhine  thofe  who  niine  there  the  moft; ;  get 
the  Garb9,^  ihe  Genfiuzza^  t))e  leggiadria  of  the  Italians  5 
make,  love  to  ;he    moll   impertir.ent    beauty  of   condition 
that  you  meet  with,    and    be  gallant   with   all   the    reft. 
Speak  Italian,  righ!  or  wrong,  to  every  body  ;  and  if  you 
do  but  laugh  at  yourfeirfifft  for  your  bad  Italian,  nobpdy  elfe 
,m\\  laugh  at  you  for  it.     That  is  the  <?aly  way  to  fpeak  it 
perfedtiy  j  which  i  C}^pe£l  you  will  Ao,    becaufe  I  am  fure 
you  may,  before  you  leave  Rojdc.     View  the  fnoft  carious 
leuaaiiw  Qf,  «jti<juity,  ys'w^  a  Clascal  ffirit-'j  and  they  will 
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clear  up  to  you  many  paflages   of  the  dafiica!  authors  : 
particularly  the  Trajan   and    Antonine  Columns  ;  where 
yoa  dnd  the  warlike  inftruments,  the  dreiTes,  and  the   tri- 
umphal ornaments,  of  the  Romans.     Buy   alfo    the  prints 
and  explanations  of  all  thpfe  refpeftabie   remains   of  Ro- 
xnan  grandeur;   and  compare   them   with   the   originals* 
Moil  young  travellers  are  contented   with  a  general  view 
of  thofe  things,  fay  they  ar0  very  fine,  and  then  go  about 
their  bufincfs.     I  hope  you  will   examine   them  in  a  very 
difFerent  way.    -  Jpprejimiiffez  every  thing  you  fee  or  hear ; 
and  learn,  if  you  can,  the  avhy  and    the    ivhere/ere.     In- 
quire into^he  meaning  and  the  objefls  of  the  innumerable 
procefiions  which  you  will  les  at  Roise  at  this  time.     Af- 
iift  at   ail   the  ceremonies  ;  and    know  the  reafon,   or  at 
lead  the  pretences,  of  them  ;  and   however    abfurd    they 
may  be,  fee  and  fpeak  of  them  with  great    decency.     Of 
all  things,   I  beg  of  you  not  to  herd  with  your  own  couH' 
trymen  ;  but  lo  be  always   either    with    the  Romans,  or 
with  the  foreign   Minifters    refiding    at  Rome.     You  aie 
fent  abroad  to  fee  the  manners    and  charaders,    and  learn 
the  languages,  of  foreign  countries  ;  and  not   to  converfe 
with  Englilh,    in   Sngliih  ;  which   would  defeat  all  thofe 
ends.     Among  your  graver  company,  I  recommend    (as  I 
have  done  before)  the  Jefuits  to  you  ;    whofe  learning  and 
addrefs    will  both  pleafe  and  improve  yoa  :  inform  your- 
felf,  as  much  as  you  can,  of  the  hiitory,  policy,  and  prac- 
tice of  that  fociety,  from  the  time  of  its  founder  Ignatius 
of  Loyola,  who  was    himfeif  a  madman.     If  you  would 
know  their  morality,    you  wiilfind  it  faiiy  ana  admirably 
ilated,  in  Lej  Lettrei  (Cun  Prcvindal^  by  the  famous  Mon- 
iieur  Pafcai  ;  and  it  is  a  book  very  well  worth  your  read- 
ing.    Few  people    fee    what  thsy  fee,   or  hear  s^hat  they 
hear  :  that  h,  they  fee  and   hear  fo  inattentively    and  fu- 
perfictally,    that   they  are  very    little  the  better  for    what 
they  do  fee  and  hear.     This,  I  dare  fay,    neither  is,    nor 
will  be,  your  cafe.     You    will   undtrllaad,    reflect   upon, 
and  confequently  retain,    what    you    fee    and  hear.     You 
have  ftiil  two  years  good,  but  no  more,  to  form  your  cha- 
rader  in  the  world  decifively  ;  for,  within  two  mont^s  af- 
ter your  arrival  in  England,  it  will  be  finally    and    irrevo- 
cably determinecJ,  one  way  or  another,    in  the   opinicn  of 
the  public,     Devjo:e,  therefore,  thefe  two  years  to  the  pur- 

iuit 
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fait  of  perfc£lion  ;  which  ought  to  be  every  body's  obje^tf 
thaugh  in  fome  particulars  onattainable  :  thofe  who  ilrive 
and  labour  the  mod,  will  come  the  neareft  to  it.  But, 
above  all  things,  aim  at  it,  in  the  two  important  arts  of 
Speaking  and  Pieafing  ;  without  them,  all  your  oihel'  ta- 
lents are  maimed  and  crippled.  They  are  the  wings  up- 
on which  you  mud  foar  above  other  people  ;  without 
them,  y(*u  will  only  crawl  with  the  dull  mafs  of  mankind. 
PrepofTefs  by  your  Air,  Addrefs,  and  Manners  ;  perfuadc 
by  your  tongue  ;  and  you  will  eafily  execute  what  youf 
head  has  contrived.  I  defire  that  you  will  fend  me  very 
minute  accounts  from  Rome  ;  not  of  what  you  fee,  but  of 
whom  you  fee  ;  of  your  pleafures  and  entertainments. 
Tell  me  what  companies  yoja  frequent  moft,  and  how  you 
are  received.  Mi  alica  anche  fe  la  lingua  Italiana  *va  be- 
fte,  €  fe  la  parla  facilmente  ;  ma  in  ogm  ca/o  hifo^na  parlar- 
lafempre  per  poter  alia  fine  pari  aria  bine  e  pulito.  Le  don- 
ise  V infegnano  megli^  ajfai  dei'maejiri.  Addio  Caro  Ragax- 
«5,  fi  ricsrdi  del  Gar  be  ^  della  Gentilez^a,  e  ddla  Leggiadria  : 
€o/e  tanie  necejfarie  ad  un  Ca'valiere. 


LETTER      CLXXVIL 

London,  December  the  19th,  G.  S.  1740. 
DEAR  BOY^ 

THE  knowledge  of  mankind  is  a  very  ufeful  know- 
ledge ^QT  tv^ry  body  ;  am  oft  neceffary  cne  for  you,' 
who  are  defdned  to  an  a£live,  public  life.  You  wiii  have 
to  do  with  ail  forts  of  charafters  ;'  you  faould,  therefore, 
know  them  thoroughly,  la  order  /to  manage  them  ably. 
This  knowledge  is  not  to  be  gotten  fy0.ematical/y  ;  you 
mufl  acquire  it  yourfelf,  by  your  own  obfervatioa  snd  fa- 
gacity  :  I  will  give  you  fuch  hints  as  I  think  m^^y  be  ufe- 
ful land-marks  in  your  intended  progrefs. 

I  have  often  told  j'ou  (and  it  is  moft  tree)  r\iat,  with  re- 
gard to  mankind,  we  muft  not  draw  genera?  conclufiona 
from  certain  particular  principles,  though  in  the  main,^ 
true  ones.  We  muft  not  fuppofe,  that,  bcC'-^ufe  a  n^an  is 
a  rational  animal,  he  will  therefore  always  ^61  rationally  ; 
or,  bscaufe  he  has  fuch  or  fach  a  predominant  paflion, 
that  he  will  aft  invariably  aad  confecjuem^ally  in  the  pur- 

fuit 
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fuit  of  It.  No  :  We  are  complicated  machines  ;  and  iho' 
we  have  one  main  Tpring,  that  gives  motion  to  the  whole, 
\vc.  have  an  infinity  of  little  wheels,  which,  in  their  tarns, 
retard,  precipitate,  and  {bmetimes  (lop,  that  motion.  Let 
us  exemplify.  I  will  fuppofe  Ambition  to  be  (as  it  com- 
monly is)  the  predominant  paffion  of  a  Minifter  of  State  5 
and  r  will  fuppofe  that  Minifter  to  be  an  able  one.  Will 
he,  therefore,  invariably  purfue  the  objedl  of  that  predo- 
minant paffion  ?  May  I  be  fure  that  he  will  do  fo  and  fo, 
becaufe  he  ought  ?  Nothing  lefs.  "Sicknefs,  -oi*  low  fpi- 
lits,  may  damp  this  predominant  paffion  ;  homour  aad 
peev'ifhnefs  may  triumph  over  it  ;  inferior  paifions  may, 
at  times,  furprife  it,  and  prevail.  Is  this  ambitious  Statef- 
man  amorous  •"  Indifcreet  and  unguarded  confidences, 
made  in  tender  moments,  to  his  wife  or  his  mitirefs,  msty 
defeat  all  his  fchemes.  I's  he  avaricious  ?  Some  great  lu- 
crative objecl,  fuddcnly  prefenting  itfelf,  may  unravel  all 
the  work  of  his  ambition.  Is  he  paffionate  .''  Contradidli- 
on  and  provocation  (fometimes,  it»may  be,,  too,  artfully- 
intended)  may  extort  rafh  and  inconiiderafe  exprelTions,, 
or  adions,  deftrudtive  of  his  main  obje^.  Is  he  vain,  and 
open  to  flattery  ?  An  anful  flattering  favourite  may  n^if- 
lead  him  ;  and  even  lazinefs  may,  at  certain  moments, 
make  him  negledl  or  omit  the  neceiTary  ftcps  to  that 
iieight  which  he  wanes  to  arrive  at.  Seek  firft,  then,  for 
the  predominant  paffion  of  the  character  which  you  mean 
4o  engage  and  influence,  and  addrefs  yourfelf  to  it  ;  bun 
without  defying  or  defpiling  the  inferior  paffions  :  ge? 
them  in  your  intereft  too,  for  now  and  then  they  will  have 
their  turns.  In  many  cafes,  you  may  not  have  it  in  your 
power  to  contribute  to  the  gratification  of  the  prevailiag 
paffion  ;  then  take  the  next  befl  to  your  aid.  There  ar<s 
many  avenues  to  every  man  ;  and,  when' yoa  cannot  gex 
at  him  through  the  great  one,  try  the  ferpentine  ones,  and 
you  will  arrive  at  laft. 

There  are  two  inconfiilent  paffions,  which,  however, 
frequently  accompany  each  other,  like  man  and  wife  ; 
find  which,  like  man  and  wife  too,  are  commonly  ciogs 
upon  each  other.  I  mean.  Ambition  and  Avarice  :\the 
latter  is  often  the  true  caufe  of  the  former  ;  and  then  is 
the  predominant  paffion.  It  feems  to  have  been  f;>  iii 
Cardinal  Mazarin  ;  who  did  any  thing,  fubjaitted  to  an/ 
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thing,  and  forgave  any  thing,  for  the  fake  of  planners 
He  loved  and  courted  Power  like  an  ufurer  ;  becaufe  it 
carried  Profit  along  with  it.  Whoever  Ihould  have  fornix 
cd  his  opinion,  or  taken  his  meafures,  fingly,  from  the 
smbitious  part  of  Cardinal  Mazarin's  character,  would 
have  found  himfelf  often  midaken.  Some,  who  had 
found  this  out,  made  their  fortunes  by  letting  him  cheal 
them  at  play.  On  the  contrary,  Cardinal  Richelieu's 
Ijprevailing  paflion  Teems  to  have  been  Ambition,  and  his 
immenfe  riches  only  the  natural  confequcnces  of  that 
Ambition  gratiHed  ;  and  yet  I  make  no  doubt  but  that 
Ambition  had  now  and  then  its  turn  with  the  former^ 
and  Avarice  with  the  latter.  Richelieu  (by  the  way)  is 
fo  ftropg  a  proof  of  the  inconfiftency  of  human  nature^ 
that  I  cannot  heJp  obferving  to  you,  that,  while  he  ab> 
folutely  governed  both  his  King  and  his  Country,  and 
Vizs  in  a  great  degree  the  arbiter  of  the  fate  of  all  Europe, 
lie  was  more  jealous  of  the  great  reputation  of  Corf)ei21e» 
th^  of  the  power  of  Spain  ;  and  more  flattered  with 
being  thought  (what  he  was  not)  the  beft  Poet,  than 
ivith  being  thought  (what  he  certainly  was)  the  greate^ 
Sxatefinan,  in  Europe  ;  and  affairs  ilcod  dill,  while  he 
ivas  concerting  the  criticifm  upon  the  CiJ.  Could  one 
think  this  poSble,  if  one  did  not  know  it  to  be  true  ? 
Though  men  are  all  of  one  compofition,  the  feveral  in- 
gredients are  fo  differently  propdrtioned  in  each  individual* 
that  no  two  are  exa^ly  alike  ;  ^nd  no  one,  at  all  time«, 
like  himfelf.  The  abled  man  will,  fometimes,  do  weak 
things  ;  the  proudeft  man,  mean  things  ;  the  honefteft 
ajan,  ill  things;  and  the  wickedeH  man,  good  ones. 
Study  individuals,  then  ;  and  if  you  take  (as  ycu  ought  to 
do)  their  out-lines  from  their  prevailing  paiTion,  fufpend 
your  laft  finifhing  ftrokes,  till  you  have  attended  !o  and 
difcovered  the  operations  of  their  inferior  paffions,  appetite?, 
and  humours.  A  man's  general  charad^er  may  be  that  of 
the  Honefteft  Man  of  the  world  :  do  not  difpute  it  ;  you 
might  be  thought  envious  or  ill-natured  i  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  do  not  take  this  probity  upon  truft,  to  fuch  a 
^egTCQ  as  to  put  your  life,  fortune,  or  reputation,  in  his 
power.  This  honeft  man  may  happen  to  be  your  rival  in 
powix,  in  intereft,  or  in  love  ;  three  paiTions  that  often 
put  honefty  to  moft  fcverc  trials^  in  which  It  is   too  ofteni 


tETTERS  TO  HIS  SON.  4^*^ 

caft  :  but  fin^  aualyfe  this  Honeft  Man  yourfelf ;  and  then, 
only,  you  will  be  able  to  judge,  how  far  you  may,  or 
may  not,  with  fafety,  truH  him. 

Women  are  much  more  like  each  other  than  men. 
They  have,  in  truth,  but  two  paffions,  Vanity  and  Love  i 
thefe  are  their  univerfal  cha^aderiftics.  An  Aggripina 
may  facrifiee  them  to  Ambition,  or  a  Me/Talina  to  Luft  r 
but  Au:h  inftances  are  rare  ;  and,  in  general,  all  they  fay, 
and  all  they  do,  tends  to  the  gratification  of  their  Vanity 
or  their  Love*  He  who  flatters  them  mo'i,  pleafes  thent 
bsft  ;  and  they  are  moft  in  love  with  him  who  fhey  think 
is  the  moft  in  love  with  them.  No  adulation  is  too  ftrong 
for  them,  no  affiduity  too  great,  no  fimulation  of  pafHpa 
too  grofs  ;  as,  oh  the  other  hand,  the  lea  ft  word  or  ac- 
tion, that  can  pcftibly  be'conftrued  into  a  flight  or  con- 
tempt, is  unpardojaable,  and  never  forgotten.  Men  aje, 
in  this  refpedl,  tender  too,  ^nd  will  fooner  forgive  art 
injury-than  an  infult.  Some  men  are  mo^e  captious  thars 
others  ;  fome  ate  always  wrong-headed  :  but  every  man 
living  has  fuch  a  ftiare  of  Vanity,  as  to  be  hurt  by  marks 
of  flight  and  contempt.  Every  man  does  .not  pretend  to 
be  a  Poet,  a  Mathematician,  or  a  Statefman,  and  con- 
fidered  as  fuch  j  but  every  man  pretends  lo  common  fenfe, 
and  to  fill  Krs  place  iii  the  world  with  common  decency  § 
and,  confequently,  does  noteafily  forgive  thofe  negligences, 
inattentions,  and  flights,  which  feera  to  tail  in  queftion  or 
utterly  deny  him  both  thefe  prei^nfions. 

Sufpe^l,  in  general,  thofe  who  remarkably  a^e£^  any- 
one virtue  ;  who  raife  it  above  all  others  ;  and  who,  in  a 
manner,  intimate  that  they  poftefs  it  exclufsvely.  I  f^y.. 
Sufpect  them  j  for  they  are  commonly  irapoftars  :  but 
do  not  be  fure  that  they  are  always  (o  ;  for  I  have  fome- 
times  known  Saints  really  religious,  Blufterers  really  brave^ 
Reformers  of  manners  really  honeft,  and  Prudes  reaUy 
chafte.  Pry  !»n to  the  recefTes  of  their  hearts  yourfelf/aS 
far  as  you  are  able,  and  never  implicitly  adopt  a  charadler 
upon  common  fame  ;  wh;ch,  though  generally  right  sts  to 
the  great  outiin»:'s  of  charaders,  is  always  ivrong  in  ioitiS. 
particulars, 

Be  upon  your  guard  againft  thofe  who,  upon  very  flight 

accjuainfance,  ob;rude  their  unaUced  ar.d  unmerited  ffiefid»- 

ihip  aad    cr^nHdence    upon  you  ;   for  ihey    probably   cram 

7'.:;    with    thera    o-ly    far  their    gc;^  ^^Urig  :    out,   ar  fh« 

I  i  i  Tame 
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fame  time,  db  not  roughly  rejefl  them  upon  that  general 
fappofition.  Examine  further,  and  fee  whether  thofe  un- 
cxpcdicd  offers  flow  from  a  warm  heart  and  a  filly  head» 
or  from  a  delignj^^g  head  and  a  cold  heart  ;  for  Knavery 
Qxid  Folly  have  often  the  fame  fymptoms*  In  the  hrftcafej, 
there  is  no  darrger  in  accepting  them,  'valeant  quantum 
^aUrt  pojfunt.  In  the  latter  cafe,  it  may  be  uieful  to 
feem  to  accept  them,  and  artfully  to  turn  the  battery  up« 
on  him  wko  raifed  it.  - 

There  is  an  incontinence  of  friendftiip  among  young 
fellows,  who  are  afibciated  by  their  mutual  pl€a(ures  only  ; 
which  has,  very  ffequently,  bsd  confeCjuences.  A  parcel 
of  warm  hearts  and  unexperienced  heads,  heated  by  con- 
vivial mirth,  and  polBbly  a  little  roo  much  wine,  vowo 
aiid  really  mean  at  the  time,  eternal  friendfhips  to  each 
other,  and  indifcreetly  pour  out  their  whole  fouls  in  sora- 
mon  ani  without  the  leail  rtitxx^.  Thefe  confidences  are 
as  indifcreetly  repealed,  as  they  were  made  :  for  new 
pleafures,  and  new  places,  foon  diiTolve  this  ili-cem.ented 
connexion  ;  and  then  very  ill  ufes~  are  made  of  thefe  rafb 
confidences.  Bear  your  part,  however,  jn  young  com-» 
panics  ;  nay,  excel,  if  you  can,  in  all  "the  fecial  and 
convivial  joy  and  feftivity  that  become  youth*  Trufl  them 
with  your  love-tales,  \i  jou  pleafe  j  but  keep  your  feri- 
ous  views  fecret.  Trud  thofe  only  to  fome  tried  friend^ 
siore  experienced  than  yourfelf,  and  who,  being  in  a 
different  walk  of  life  from  you,  is  Kot  likely  to  become 
jfour  rival  ;  for  I  v,!0uld  not  advife  you  to  depend  ib  much 
upon  the  heroic  virtue  of  mankind,  as  to  hope,  or  believe, 
that  your  competitor  will  ever  be  your  fjiend  as  to  the 
objed;  of  that  competition. 

Thefe  are  rcferves  and  cautions  very  neceffary  to  have> 
bat  very  imprudent  to  lliow  j  the  *uolfofciolto  ihould  ac» 
company  them. 


L    E    T    T    E    K      CLXXVIII. 

DEAR  BOY, 

GReat  talents  and"   great   virtues  (if  ycu  fhould  have 
them)  will  procure  you  ?he  refpr^t  and  the  adniira- 
tioa  of  mankifd  i  but  it  is  ihe  leffsr  talents,  the  iemorts 

<t)irtuti!t 
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eirfufiff  wTiich  muft  procure  you  their  love  and  a^Tefuor, 
The  former,  uiraflifted  and  unadorned  by  the  latter,  wilt 
extort  praife  ;  but  will,  at  the  fame  time,  excite  both 
fear  and  envy  ;  two  fentiments  abfolutely  incompatible 
with  love  and  afFe6^ion. 

Cefar  had  all  the  great  vices,  and  Gato  all  the  great 
virtues,  that  men  could  have.  But  Cefar  had  the  lenicres 
minutes,  which  Cato  wanted,  and  which  made  him  be- 
loved even  by  his  enemies,  and  gained  him  the  hearts  of 
mankind  in  fpight  of  their  reafon  ;  vhiie  Cato  was  rpt 
even  beloved  by  his  friends,  notwithltanding  the  elleeni 
End  refpedl  which  ^hey  could  not  refufe  to  his  virtues  : 
and  I  am  apt  to  think,  that  if  Cefar  had  wanted,  and 
Cato  pofTeffed,  thofe  leniores  'virtuteSf  the  former  would  not 
bave  attempted  (at  leaft  with  fuccefs)  and  :he  latter  couM 
liave  protefted,  the  liberties  of  Rome.  Mr.  Addifon,  in 
his  Cato,  fays  of  Cefar  (and  I  believe  with  truth), 

Cur/e  Qjt  hh  'viriuesj    they^-ve  undone  his  country  ; 

By  which  he  means  thofe  lelTer,  but  engaging  virtues,  of 
gentleneft,  affability,^  complaifance,  and  good- humour. 
The  knowledge  of  a  Scholar,  the  courage  of  a  Hero,  and 
the  virtue  of  a  Stoic,  will  be  admired  ;  but  if  the  know- 
ledge be  accompanied  with  arrogance,  the  courage  with 
ferocity,  and  the  virture  with  inflexible  feverity,  the  man 
will  never  be  loved.  The  heroifm  of  Charles  Xil.  of 
Sweeden  (if  his  brutal  courage  deferves  that  Eame)  was 
wniverfally  admired,  but  the  man  no  where  beloved  ; 
whereas  Henry  IV.  of  France,  who  had-  full  as  much 
courage,  and  was  much  longer  engaged  in  wars,  was  ge- 
nerally beloved  upon  account  of  his  lefTer  and  fecial  vir- 
tues. We  are  all  fo  formed,  that  our  underftandi'^gs  are 
generally  the  dupei  o&our  hearts,  that  is,  of  our  paflionsj;^ 
and  the  fureil  way  to'^the,  former,  is  through  the  latfer, 
which  muft  be  engaged  by  the  leniares  'virtutts  alone,  and 
the  manner  of  exerting  them.  The  infoJent  civility  of  a 
Proud  Kian  is  (for  example)  if  pofiible,  more  Kiotking 
than  his  radenffs  could  be  ;  becaufe  he  (hows  you,  by  his 
manner,  that  he  thinks  it  mere  ccndefcenficn  in  him  ; 
and  that  his  goodnefs  alone  bcHows  upon  you,  what  you 
have  no  pretence  to   claim.     He  intimates  his  protection^ 

in  (lead 
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inllead  of  his  friendfhlp,  by  a  gracious  nod  inilcad  of  aa 
efeful  bow  ;  and  rather  figrafies  his  cOnfent  that  yoq  msy, 
Shan  his  invitation  that  you  fhould,  fit,  walk,  cat,  or 
drink,  with  him. 

The  coftive  liberality  of  a  purfe- proud  man  infultsjhc 
^iftreffes  it  fometimes  relieves.  He  takes  care  to  make 
you  feel  your^wn  misfortunes,  and  the  difference  be- 
tween your  fuuati»n  and  his  ;  both  which  he  infinuates  to 
he  juitly  meriied,  yours  by  your  folly,  his  by  his  wifdom. 
The  arrogant  pedant  does  not  communicate,  but  promul- 
gates his  knowledge  He  does  not  give  it  you,  but  he  in- 
iiids  it  upon  you  ;  and  is  (If  poflible)  more  defirous  ^o 
ihow  you  your  own  ignorance,  than  his  own  learning. 
Such  manners  as  thefe.  njtonly  in  the  particular  inftance^ 
which  I  have  mentioned,  but  lik-ewife  in  all  others,  fliock 
an-d  revolt  that  little  pride  and  vanity  which  every  man 
has  in  his  heart  ;  and  obliterate  'n,  us  the*  obligation  for 
the  favour  conferred, ^  by  reminding  us  of  the  motive 
which  produced  and  the  manner  whicfi  accompanied  it. 

Theie  faults  point  out  their  oppcfite  perfections,  and 
your  ownj^ood  fenfe  will  naturally  fuggeft  them  to  you. 

B-at  befides  thefe  leffer  virtues,  there  are  what  may_  be 
?alled  the  leffer  talents  or  accomplifhments,  which  are  of 
great  ufe  to  adorn  and  recommend  all  the  greater  ;  and 
the  more  fo,  as  all  people  are  judges  of  the  one,  and  but 
few  are  of  the  other.  Every  body  feels  the  impreffioa 
which  an  engagmg  addreis.  an^agreeable  manner  of  fpeak- 
ing,  and  an  eafy  politenefa.  makes  upon  them  ;  and  they 
prepare  the  way  for  the  favaura^ble  reception  cf  their 
betters.     Adieu. 


L     E     T    T^  £-    R      CLXXIX. 
^\»-  - 
London,  December  the  x6ch,  0.  S.    1740. 
BEAR  BOY, 
^|~^HE  New-year  Is  the  f^afon    in  which    cuftomfeems 
-l      more    particularly  to    authorife   civil  and    harmlefs 
Lifes,  unoer  the  name  of  Compliments.     People  reciprocally 
profeis  withes  which  they  feldom  form,  and  concern  which 
^hey  feldom  feel.     This  U    not  the  cafe    between  you  and 
©ic,  where  truth  leaves  no  room  for  complimcnif. 

Vii 
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Dii  tibi  dent  annos,  de  te  nam  €<st era  fumes, 

was  faid  formerly  to  one.  by  a  man  who  certainly  did 
not  think  it.  Wich  the  variation  of  one  word  only,  I 
will  with  great  truth  fay  it  to  yoo.  I  will  make  the  firft 
part  conditional,  by  changing,  in  the  fecond,  the  nam 
inro^.  May  jou  live  as  long  as  yoa  are  fit  to  live,  but 
no  longer  !  or.  May  yoa  rather  die,  before  ^oq  c^^fe  ta 
be  fit  to  live,  than  after  !  My  true  tendetnefs  for  you 
makes  me  think  more  of  the  manner,  than  of  the  \zvi'^\^^ 
pf  your  life,  and  firbids  me  to  wifh  it  prolonged  by  % 
fingle  day  that  ihou'd  bring  guilt,  reproach,  and  (liacje, 
upon  you.  I  have  not  malice  enoug^h  in  ray  nature,  to 
v/ifh  that  to  my  greatefl  enemy.  You  a^e  the  principal 
objed- of  all  my  cares,  the  only  obje(S  of  all  my  hopes  i 
1  have  now  reafon  to  believe,  that  you  will  reward  the  former^ 
and  anfiver  the  latter  :  in  that  cafe,  may  you  live  long^ 
for  you  mull  live  happy  ;  de  te  nam  cesi era  fumes.  Con- 
fcious  virtue  is  the  only  folid  foundation  of  all  bappinefs  ; 
for  riches,  powerj  rank,  or  whatever  ia  the  common  ac- 
ceptation of  the  word  is  fappofed  to  conilitute  bappinefs, 
will  never  quiet,  much  \t{'&  cure,  the  inward  par!_gs  of 
guilt.  To  that  main  wiia,  I  wiiLadd  thofe  of  the  good 
old  nurfe  of  Horace,  in  his  Epiitle  to  Tibullus  :  Sapere  z 
you  have  it  in  a  good  degree  already.  Et.  fart  ut  pcjjif 
qu^  fentiat.  Have  you  that  ?  More,  much  more,  is 
meant  by  it,  than  common  fpeech  or  mere  articolaiicn. 
I  fear  that  ftill  remains  to  be  wilbed  for,  and  i  earneffly 
v/ilh  it  you.  Gratia  and  Fama  will  inevi';ably  accorapany 
the  above-mencioned  qualifications-  "The  Vaktudo  \%  the 
oply  one  that  is  n-ot  in  your  own  power,  Heaven  alone 
can  grant  it  you,  and  imay  it  do  fo  abundantly  t  As  for 
.  the  mundus  ojiftus,  non  deficiente  crumend,  do  you  deferve, 
and  1  will  provide,   them. 

It  is  with  the  greater  pleafure  that  I  coniider  the  fair 
profpcct  which  you, have  before  yOu.  You  have  feen, 
lead,  and  learned,  ir.ore,  at  your  age.  than  moil  young 
fellows  have  done  ?.t  two  or  three  andvtwenty.  Yourdelli* 
nation  is  a  (b'ning  one  ;  and  leads  to  rank,  fi^rtn^e,  sod 
diUindlion.  Y  ar  education  has  bren  calculated  for  it; 
and,  to  do  you.juftice,  that^ducation  has  not  been  thrown 
$way  upon    you»     Y«u    want  but    two  Ihings,  which  da 

-    .  roc. 
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ROt  want  COnjaration,  but  only  care,  to  acquire  ;  Ele* 
quence  and  Manners  ;  that  is,  the  graces  of  fpeech,  and 
the  graces  of' behaviour.  You  may  have  them  j  they  are 
as  much  in  your  pov^'er  as  powdering  you  hair  is  :  and 
^ill  you  let  the  want  of  them  obfcure  (as  it  certainly  will 
do)  that  ihining  profpcft  which  prefents  itfelf  ta  you  ?  I 
am  fure  you  will  not.  They  are  the  fharp  end,  the  point, 
o!  the  nail  that  you  are  driving,  which  muft  make  way 
firft  for  the  larger  and  more  folid  parts  to  enter.  Sup- 
pofing  your  moral  charafteras  pure,  and  your  knowledg*? 
as  found,  as  I  really  believe  them  both  to  he';  voa  want 
»o;hing  for  that  .perfeftion,  which  I  have  fo  conftantly 
wifiied  you,  and  taken  fo  much  pa-ins  to  give  y<i:u,  but 
Eloquence  and  Politenefs.  A  man,  who  is  not  born  with  a 
poetical  genius,  can  never  be  a  Poet,  or,  at  beft,  an 
extreme  bad  one  ;  but  every  man,  who  can  fpeak  at  all, 
can  fpeak  elegantly  and  correctly,  if  be  pleafes,  by  attend- 
ing to  the  beft  Authors  and  Orators:  and,  indeed,  I 
would  advife  thofe,  who  do  not  fpeak  elegantly,  rot  to 
ijpeak  at  all  ;  {or,  I  am  fure,  they  will  get  more  by  their 
fi fence  than  by  their  fpeech.  As  for  Politenefs  ;  v^hoevcr 
keeps  gopd  company,  si^d  is  not  polite,  muft  have  forrred 
a  refolution,  and  taken  fome  pains  not  to  be  fo  ;  other- 
wife  he  would  naturally  and  infeofibly  acquire  the  air, 
the  addrefs,  and  the  turn  of  thofe  he  converfes  with. 
You  will,  probably,  in  the  courfe  cf  tliis  year,  fee  as 
great  a  variety  of  good  company,  in  the  feveral  Capitals 
you  will  he  at,  as  m  any  one  year  of  your  life  ;  and  con- 
fequenfly  xnuR  (1  Oiould  hope)  catch  feme  of  -their  man- 
ncis,  ali^oft  whether  you  will  ^r  not  ;  but  as  I  dare  fay 
you  will -endeavour  to  do  it,  I  am  convinced  you  will  fuc- 
ceed,  and  that  I  fha)!  have  the  pleaiure  of  finding  you,  at 
your  return  here,  one  of  the  beft-bred  menin  Europe. 

J  imagine,  that  when  you  receive  my  letters,  a»d  come 
fo  tho.fe  parts  of  them  which  relate  to  Eloqjence  and  Pa- 
iitenefs,  you  fay,  or  at  leaf!  think,  What  I  wil)  he  never 
have  done  upon  thefe  two  fabjeds  ?  Has  he  not  faid  all 
he  j:an  fay  upoj^  them  ?  V^^'hy  the  fame  thing  over  and  o-. 
ver  again  ? — If  you  do  think  or  fay  Co^  it  muft  proceed 
f  i>m  your  not  yet  knawing  the  infinKe  importance  of 
thefe  two  accompllfhments  ;  which  I  cannot  recommend 
ro  you  too  crfttn,  nor  incuk&te  too  ftrongly.     But   if,    on 

the 


LETTERS  TO  HIS  SON.  ^z^ 

the  contrary,  yoa  are  convinced  of  the  utility,  or  rather  the 
Xiflceflity»  of  ih?fe  n^o  accomplifhmenrs,  and  are  determi- 
ned to  acquire  ihem,  my  repeated  admoniiions  are  only 
unneceflary  ;  and  I  grudge  no  trouble  which  can  poffibl/ 
be  of  the  leaft  ufe  to  you. 

I  flatter  myfelf,  that  your  ftay  at  Rome  will  go  a  great 
Way  towards  anfwering  all  my  views  :  I  aim  fure  it  will, 
if^ou  employ  your  time,  and  your ;  whole  time,  as  yoa 
ihould.  Your  firft  morning  hours,  I  would  have  you  de- 
vote to  your  graver  iludies  with  Mr.  Harte  :  the  middle 
part  of  the  day,  1  would  have  employed  in  feeisig  Things^ 
and  the  evenings  ia  feeing  people.  You  are  not,  I  hope,^ 
of  a  lazy,  inaftive^^urn,  in  either  body  or  mind  ;  and,  in 
that  cafe,  the  day  is  full  Jong  enough  for  every  thing  j 
^fpeeially  at  Rome,  where  it  is  not  the  fafhion,  as  it  i$ 
here»  and  at  Paris,  to  embe^le  at  Icaft  half  of  it  af  fable. 
But  if,  by  accident,  two  or  three  hours  are  iometime*^ 
wanting  for  fome  ufeful  purpofe,  borrow  thera  from  ycuf 
ileep.  Six,  or  at  moft  feven  hours  lleep  is,  for  a  conda^T- 
cy,  as  much  as  you  or  any  body  can  watit  :  more  is  only 
lazlnels  and  dozing  ;  and  is,  lam  ptrfaaded,  both  un- 
wholefome  and  flupifying.  If,  by  chancs,  your  bufmefs;* 
cr  your  pleafures,  fhouM  keep  you  up  till  faar  or  five  o"^ 
clock:  ia  the  morning,  I  would  advife  you,  h^w^ever,  to.  nfe 
lexadly  at  your  cfual  time,  that  you  may  notlofe  the  precious 
morning  hours  ;  and  that  the  want  of  fleep  may  force  you 
to  go  to  bed  earlier  the  next  night.  This  is  what  I  was 
advifed  to  do  when  very  young,  fey  a  very  wife  man  ;  and 
what,  I  affure  you,  I  aUvays  did  in  the  moft  diSipated  parg 
of  my  life.  I  have  very  often  gone  to  bed  at  iix  in  the 
morning,  and  rofe,  notwithftanding,  at  eight  :  by  which 
means  1  got  many  hours,  in  the, morning,  that  my  com- 
panions loit  ;  and  the  want  of  fleep  obliged  ms  to  keep 
good  hours  the  next,  or  at-leaft  the  third,  night.  To  this 
method  I  owe  the  greatefl  part  of  my  reading  ;  for,  frcmt 
twenty  to  forry,  1  Oiould  certainly  have  read  very  liitle,  if 
I  had  ROt'been  up  while  my  acquaintances  were  in.  bed. 
Know  the  true  value  of  time  ;  fnatch,  feizs,  and  enjoy^ 
every  m^nrient  of  it.  No  idleuefs,  no  lazinefs,  iio  pro- 
cralHnation  :  never  put  off  till  to-morrow  what  you  caa 
2o  to-day.  That  was  the  rule  of  the  famous  aud  imfortu-r 
Rate  Penliinary  Ds  Witt  >  yvho^  by    ftridly   foilov.'ing  it, 
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found  time,  Ttot  only  to  do  the  whoTe  bufinefs  of  the  Re- 
public, but  to  pafs  his  evenings  at  aflemblies  and  fuppers,' 
jBs  if  he  had  aothing  eKe  to  do  or  think  of. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend,  for  fuch  I  ftiaJl  call  you,  and  as 
fuch  I  (hair,  for  the  future,  live  with  you.  I  difclaim  all 
titles  which  imply  an  authority,  that,  I  am  perfuaded,  you 
will  never  give  rnc  occafion  to  exercife, 

Multos,  et  feliceSf  mod  fincerely,  to  Mr.  Harte. 


LETTER      CL50CX. 

London,  January  the  8th,  O.  S.  t7Co» 
DEAR  BOY, 

I  Have  feldcm  or  never  written  to  you  upon  the  fubje«Sl 
of  Religion  and  Morality  :  your  ovyn  rcafon,  I  am  per- 
fuaded, ^as  given  you  true  notions  of  both  ;  they  fpeak 
bell:  for  ihemfelves  ;  but  if  they  wanted  affiftance»  you  have 
Mr.  Harle  at  hand,  both  for  precept  and  example  :  t* 
your  of^n  reafon,  therefore,  and  to  Mr.  Harte,  ftiall  T  re- 
fer you,  for  the  reality  of  both  ;  and  ccniine  myfelf,  in 
thij  letter,  to  the  decency,  the  utility,  and  the  neceffity,  of 
fcrupuloufiy  preferving  the  Appearances  of  both.  Whea 
I  fay  the  Appearances  pf  relig!Of>,  I  do  nor  mean  that  yott 
Ibould  talk  or  ad  like  a  Miffionary  or  an  Enthuliaft,  nor 
that  you  fhould  take  up  a  ccntroverfial  cudgel  agsinft  who-, 
ever  attacks  the  fedt  you  are  of;  th  s  would  be  both  ufc- 
3efs,  and  unbecom.'rir.g  your  age  :  but  A  mean  that  yoa 
Ihould  by  no  means  feera  to  approve,  encourage,  or  ap- 
plaud,  thofe  libertine  notions,  syhich  ftrike  at  all  religions 
equally,  and  whicb  are  the  poor  thread  bare  topics  of  half 
^i!s  and  minute  phiiofophers.  Even  thofe  wh5  are  iilly 
enough  to  laugh  at  their  jokes,  are  Hill  wife  enough  ra 
diiiruft  and  deteft  their  charadlers:  for,  putting  moral  vihues 
atthehigheft,  and  religion  at  the  ioweft,  religion  mull  P.ili  be 
allowed  to  be  a  collateral  fecurity,  at  leaft,  to  Virtue  ;  and 
every  prudent  aian  will  fooner  truil  to  two  fecurities  than 
to  one.  Whenever,  therefore,  you  happen  to  he  in  com- 
pany with  thofe  pretended  Efpr its  forts ^  or  with  thought- 
Vth  libertines,  who  laugh  at  fill  re?i^,ien,  fo  fhow  their  wif, 
or  dircLiim  if,  to  complete  their  riot  ;  lerno  word  or  look 
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of  yours  itnimate  the  leaft  approbation'  ;  on  the  coRfrary,' 
let  a  filent  gravity  exprefs  your  diHike  :  but  enter  not  la- 
io  the  fubjei^l,  and  decline  luch  unprofitable  and  indecent 
controverfies.  Depend  upon  this  truth,  That  tvery  mari 
is  the  worfe  looked  upon,  and  the  lefs  trufted,  for  being 
thought  to  have  no  religion  ;  in  fpite  of  all  the  pompous 
and  fpecious  epithets  he  may  z{ruvae,~'of  E/prit  forty  Free; 
thinker,  or  Moral  Philoropher  ;  and  a  wife  Atheiil  (if 
fuch  a  thing  there  is)  would,  for  his  own  intereft  and 
charadler  in  this  world,  pretend  to  fqme  religion. 

Your  moratcharadler  mud  be  not  only  p  re,  but,  lilrG 
Cefar's  wife,  unfufpeded.  The  leaft  fpic'c  or  blenuili 
upon  it  is  fatal.  Nothing  degrades  and  viLnes  more,  for 
it  excites  atld  unites  delegation  and  coatempt.  There  are^ 
hdwever,  wretches  in  the  world  proSigate  enough  to  ex- 
plode all  notisitis  of  mofal  good  and  evil  ;  to  jnaintaiii 
tbat-thsy  ar«  merely  local,  arid  depend  entirely  upon  m? 
cuftoms  and  fafhion  of  difterefit  countries  :  nay,  ihere  sre 
llUl,  if  poffible,  more  unaccotintable  wretches;  I  mean, 
thofe  \yho  aifid  to  preach  and  p'ropsgaie  fuch  abfii rd  and 
infamous  nocions,  without  believing  them  themfelvei, 
Thefe  are  the  devil's  hypocrites.  Avcii,  as  much  s.-* 
|joffib!e,  the  company  of  fuch  people  ^  who  reil.'dl  a  de- 
gree of  difcredit  and  infamy  upc^i  all  who  convene  v, lili 
tKeni.  But  as  you  mayi  fometimes,  by  accident,  fall  into 
fuch  compaRy,  take  great  c^re  that  no  coMplaifance,  no 
good -humour,  ^10  warmth  of  feftal  mirth,  ever  make  ycu 
feem  even  to  acquiefce,  niuch  iefs  to  approve  or  appjaudj 
fitch  infamous  doctrirses.  On  the  other  handj  do  no?  de- 
bate, nor  enter  into  ferious  argufnent,  upon  a  fi.bj;."!  Oj 
rriuch  below  it  ;  bat^  content  yoarfelf  with  tsli'inT;;  ihftfft 
Apcflles,  thac  you  know  they  are  not  feriou3;  that  you  havs 
2  much  better  opinion  of  them  than  they  wisuid  h'ave  yoir 
h:1ve,  and  that  you  a-e  very  fare  they  would  noc  pr-^difs 
tr-e  d^flrlne  they  p-eaclt.  But  put  vour  privaie  ni.iik  up- 
on 'hern,  ani  ili'un  ihav)  for  ever  afefward:'. 

Tiiers  is    nthing  fj  delicate  as    your    ^r'loral  chsrs-^er, 
grid  iioihing  ^^'hich  ft  is  ycu r  Intereft  (c^    much   to  p;e!V;ve 
P^-e.      SlTou'id  ynu  be   f^rpected"    cf    fnjuitlce,     Maiii.ni;)' 
Fr  hiy,  Lvingi  if^^.     aU  ih-^  p2rts  and  know'fdee    \v.      h? 
v/()r]'j  wii]  nover  procure     yCiU     fcftcerrn     ffioHJ^i  p,    c:    '-:.■, 
ij^d.      A  ii;^r;i>o  concurrence  of  ^i.  cjC; lLiV:-,c^    io.tit:!  ■■-■^^. 
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raifed  very  bad  men  to  high  ftaiicns  ;  but  they  have  bees 
laifed  like  criminars  to  a  piliory,  where  their  pcrfons  and 
their  crimes,  by  being  more  conspicuous,  are  «nly  the 
.more  known,  the  more  detefted,  and  the  more  pelted  and 
infult^d^.  If,  in  any  cafe  whatfocver,  affediition  and  of- 
ten tation  are  pardonable,  it  is  in  the  cafe" of  morality  ; 
though,  even  there,  I  would  not  advife  you  to  a  pharifai' 
cal  pomp  of  virtue.  But  I  will  recommend  to  you  a  mo(i 
Icrupulous  tendernefs  for  your  moral  charader,  and  the  ut- 
moft  care  not  to  fay  or  do  the  leafl  thing  that  nsay  ever  ib 
fiightly  taint  jr.  S-how  yourfelf,  upon  all  occafiotis,  ths 
•advocate,  the  friend,  but  not  the  bully,  of  Virtue.  Colo- 
jiel  Chartre?,  whom  yoa  have  certainly  heard  of,  fwhc^ 
was,  I  believe,,  the  nwR.  notorious  blafted  Tafcal  In  the 
world,  and  who  had,  by  all  forts  of  crimes,  arnaffed  immenfe- 
wealth)  was  fo  fenfiblc  af  the  di  fad  vantage  of  a  bad  cha- 
rader,  that  I  heard  him  once  fay  in^  his  impudent,  .prpBI- 
gate  manner,  that,  though  he  would  not  give  one  farth- 
iiTg  for  Virtue,  he  would  give  ten  tl^roufand  pounds  for  a 
charafler,  becaufe  he  fhould  get  a  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  by  it  ;  whereas  he  was  fo  &lsfled,-  that  he  had  no 
l^ger  an  opportunity  of  cheating  people,  h  it  poiTjblft 
$hen  that  an  honcft  man  can  negiedlu  what  3  wife  rogue 
would  purcli'afe  {b  dear  ? 

There  isone  of  the  vice?  above  msn^ioned,  inro  which 
people  of  good  education,  and,  in  the  main,  of  good  prin- 
ciples, fometimes  fail,  from  miftaken  notions  of  flcili,  dex- 
terity,, and  A;lf-defence  ;  I  mean.  Lying  :  though  it  is  in- 
feparablv  attended  with  more  infamy  and  lofs  than  any  o- 
ther.  The  prudence  and  neccSty  of  often  concealing  th& 
truth,  in fenfibly  feduces  people  to  violate  it.  It  is  the 
cnly  art  of  mean  capacities,  and  tk€  only  refuge  of  raeaa 
fpirits.  Whereas  concealing  the  truth,  upon  proper  occa- 
^ons,  is  as  prudent  and  as  innocent,  as  telling  a  5se,  upon 
any  occaiion,  is  infamous  and  foolKh.  I  will  fla''e  you  a 
jcafe  in  youi  own  deparnknt.  Suppofe  you  a^-e  en^pioycd- 
at  a  foreign  Court,  and  that  the  Minifler  of  that  Court  is 
abfurd  or  impertinentsnough  to  aCx.  you  what  your  inftrnc- 
tions  are,  will  you  tell  him  a  lie  ;  which,  as  fcon  f?s  found 
ou:,  and  found  out  it  certainly  will  be,  muft  deOroy  your 
crtdn,  blaft  yowr  charaLlcr,  and  render  you  ufflef  there  ? 
f^o.     Will  ycc  teJl  hira  the  tru^ih  ihe^i    arid  betrav    fons 
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ikt  csjied  up  three  or  four  people  to  her,  z^ci  fal^, 
*  "  S9av€2  vous  (for  (he  was  a  foreigner,  and 'I  was  a- 
♦<  broad)  que  j'ai  entreprls  ce  jeune  homme,  et  qu'il  le 
**  faut  rairurer  ?  Pour  moi.  je  crois  en  avoir  fait  la  con- 
«*  quete,  car  ii  s'eft  enancipe  dans,  Ic  inoment  au  point  de 
**  me  dire,  en  tremblant,  qu'il  faifoit  chaud.  U  faur  quos 
♦*  vous  m'aidiez  a  le  derouilier.  0  lui  faut  necefiairement 
'*  une  paffion  ;  ct  s'ii  ne  m'cn  juge  pas  digne,  nous  lui 
**  eji  chcfcherons  quelque  autre.  Au  TcHe,  mon  Novice^ 
<*  n'allez  pas  vous  encanailler  avec  des  filles  d'Opera  et' 
*<  des  Comediennes,  qui  vous  epargperont  les  fraix  et  da 
*'  Sentiment  et  de  ia  PolitefTe,  mais  qui  vous  en  coute- 
*'  ront  bien  plus  a  tout  autre  egard.  Je  vous  le  dis  en-* 
**  core  ;  fi  vous  vous  encanailiez  vous  e?es  perdu,  mon  ami. 
<*  Ces  Malheureufes  ruineront  el  vo^re  fortune  et  votre 
**  fante,  corromperoni  vos  mccars,  et  vous  n*aurez  j'amais 
**  ie  ton  de  la  bonne  campagnie."  The  company  laughed 
at  this  leflure,  and  I  was  flunked  with  it.  I  did  not  know 
whether  fhe  v/as  j'erious  or  in  jeft.  By  turns  I  v/as  plea- 
fed,  adiaracd,.  encouraged,  and  dejefled.  But  when-  I 
foun(|,  afterwards,  that  both  (he,  and  thofe  to  whcm  ihn 
had  prefented  me,  countenanced  and  pro-tefted  me  in  com- 
pany, I  gradually  got^rnore  afTarance,  and  hfjran  not  to 
he  aOiamcd  of  endeavouring  to  be  civil.  I  c  '  -d  the  belS 
jnafters,  at  fird  fervilely,  afterwards  more  freely,  and  as 
laft  1  joined  habit  and  invention. 

All 

*  '*  Do  you-  knoiu  that  I  hixfi  undertaken  th'u  ymn^^many 
*'  and  be  muji  he  encouraged  ?  As  for  me,  I  think  I  haur 
**  made  a  conqueji  of  him  j  for  he  jufl  novj  <ventured  tjt  tell 
**  r}ie,  although  trfmbling^^  that  it  is  n.varm.  7'ou  ivill 
^''  qjjl-li  me  in  polifhlng  htm.  He  muj}  necfjfarily  ha'vs  a 
•■*  pajjjsn  for  fome'-yody  ;  if  he  does  not  think  vis  '^^vorthy  of 
*'.  being  the  ohjeil,  ive  nxjlll  Jtck-  out  forts  other,  Flouue^er^ 
•'•  f7;y  Nivi^e,  do  not  dijgrace  your/elf  by  fequentiny  Opera 
,  *'  Girls  and  ABrffpi  :  ^vho  ^uill  nnt  refuire  of  you  Sent!- 
<■*  meits  and  Politenejs,  h:it  nMili  he  your _  ruin  in  every  re- 
*'  fpgi^.  I  reptat  it  tJ  yeu  my  friend,  If  you  fy^uld  get  />- 
»*  tJ  hxv  mean  companv,  you  ivilt  be  Uf.dane,  7h^i*:  crea- 
*'■  turrs-  nxill  defroy  y-iitr  f'-'tuve  and  ycur  healthy  corrupt 
*'■  your  fnora's,  and  yrn  nviU  ':ieutr  arquirt  the.  f,yU  of  g^oi 
« '-  cotnpiznyj*  ■  ' 
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All  this  will  happen  to  you,  if  you  perfevere  in  the  de^ 
fire  of  pleafing  and  fhtning  as  a  man  of  the  World  ;  that 
part  of  your  cfesrafter  is  the  only  one  about  which  I  have 
at  prefent  the  leaft  doubt.  I  cannot  entertain  the  Icaft 
fufpieion  of  your  moral  charaftcr/;  your  learned  charadter 
is  out  ofqueftion.  Your  polite  charadler  is  now  the  only 
remaining  objeft  that  gives  me  the  Icaft  anxiety  ;  and  you 
are  now  in  the  right  way  of  finifliing  it.  Your  conftant 
coliifion  with  good  company  will,  of  courfe,  fmooth  and 
poli^  you.  I  could  wilh  that  you  would  fay,  to  the  five 
or  fix  racn  or  women  with  whom  you  arc  the  moil  ac« 
quainted,  That  you  are  fenfible,  that,  from  youth  and  in- 
experience, yp'j  muR  make  many  miRakes  in  good-breed- 
jng  ;  that  you  beg  of  them  to  correct  you,  without  referre, 
wherever  they  fee  yen  fail  ;  and  that  you  (hall  take  fuch' 
admonitions  as  the  ftrongeft  "  proofs  of-  their  ffiendfhip. 
Such  a  confefTion  and  application  will  be  very  engaging 
to  thcfe  to  whom  you  make  them.  They  will  tell  others 
of  them  ;  who  will  be  pleafed  with  that  difpofitioa,  and 
in  a  friendly  manner  tell  you  of*any  little  flip  or  error. 
The  Dake  de  Nivernois  *  would,  I  am  fure,  be  charmedp 
if  yea  dropped  fuch  a  thing  to  him  ;  adding,  that  you  la- 
ved to  accrefs  vourfeii  always  to  the  befi  m.afters.  Ob- 
ferve,  2.U0,  the  different  m.odes  of  good -breeding  cf  feve- 
rs) iiaiions,  and  conform  yourf&lf  to  them  refpedively. 
Ufe  an  eafy  civility  with  the  French,  more  ceremony  with" 
the  ItaUan?,  and  iiill  more  with  the  Germans  ;  but  let  it 
be  wiihou^  embarrafTment?  and  with  eafa.  Bring  it,  by 
life,  to  be  hiibitual  to  ycu  ;  for,  if  it  feems  unwilling  and 
forced,  it  w]l|  never  pleafe,  Omnis  Arijiipputn  detuit  co- 
lor €t  res.  Acquire  an  eaiinefs  and  verfatility  of  manners, 
as  well  as  cf  mind  ;  and,  like  the  Cameleon,  tike' the 
hue -of  the  c         any  you  are   witli.,    . 

There  ii  r.  : .:  t  cf  veteran  wcmen  of  conditioT',  v-ho 
ha'/ing  live  :  ;  .c  vr  in  ihe-  grand  monde,  and  having  pofli- 
b1y  had  for  y  ■.  ■  ie  ,  uj^e.her  with  the  cxprritnce  of 
five-snd-!^^  ";irs,  fc*;  a  ycung  fellow  bet- 

ter ihaa  a'  :>ii  be    [^ivcn  hijti.      Thefe  v.-o- 

rner  bein^  pr;l'  (J.cIt-    buom,    are    extremely    fi^^ttered  fey 
The  kait  tvUjiijcMi  r^oi;!  w    )i^uj.g  fellow  \^  ard    they    v-rir 

point 
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point  out  to  him  thofe  manners  and  attentions  that  plcafed 
and  engaged  them  when  they  were  in  ihe  pride  of  their 
yOuch  ana  beaiity.  Wherever  you  go^  make  feme  of  ihoie 
woiHen  your  frieilds  ;  which  a  very  little  matter  will  do. 
Aflc  their  advice,  tell  them  your  doubts  or  difiiculties,  as 
to  your  behaviour  :  but  tak?  great  c^.l^e  not  to  drop  one 
word  of  their  experience  ;  for  experience  implies  age,  and 
the  fufpicion  of  age^  no  woman,  let  her  be  ev^r  fo  old^ 
ever  forgives. 

I  long  for  your  pi£lare,  which  Mr.  Harte  tells  me  is 
now  drawing.  Twant  to  fee  your  couiatenance,  your  air, 
and  even  your  drefs  ;  the  better  they  all  hree  are,  the 
better  ;  I  am  not  wife  enough  to  dcfpife  any  one  of  ihzm. 
Your  drefsi  at  Icaft^  is  in  your  owii  power  ;  and  I  hope 
that  you  mind  it  to  a  proper  degree.     Yours.     Adieu. 


LETTER      CLXXXIi. 

London,  January  the  iSchi  O.  S^  i/S®* 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 
Cot^^siDER  the  folid  part  of  your  ilitle  eaifice  as  fo 
near  being  finirhed  and  cotti pleated,,  that  my  only  re- 
rnaining  care  is  about  the  embellifiimerus  5  and  thae  nialt 
Jlpw  be  your  principal  care  too.  Adorn  yourfclf  with  ali 
thofe  graces  and  aGComplifhrnents,  which,  without  folioity, 
are  frivolous  ;  but  without  which,  folidity  15,  to  a  great 
degree,  ufelefs.  Take  One  man,  with  a  very  -  tiiod^sratc 
degree  of  knowledgej  but  with  a  pleafing  figure,  a  pre- 
pofleillng  addrefs,  gracefulin  all  that  he  fays  arid  does,  ,pO' 
lite,  lianf,  and,  in  fhort,  adorned  with  air  the  leiTer  ta- 
lents  ;  and  take  another  man,  with  found  feafe  and  po* 
found  knowledge,  but  without  the  above  iv.enticjned  ad- 
vantages ;  the  former  will  not  only  get  the  beU:.  r  of  .the 
latter  in  every  purfuit  of  every  kind,  but  \t  triUh  there 
will  be  no  fort  of  comps  ition  between  them.  But  can  e- 
very  man  acquire  rh-jfe  advantages  ?  '  I  fay,  Yes,  if  he 
pleafe  ;  fuppofing  he  is  in  a  iituation,  and  i-i  circCiTilr;-,!;- 
ces,  to  frequent  good  company.  'Attention,  obfer^'atiori, 
and  irtiitanmi,  will  moil  infallibly  do  it.  When  you  it-e 
a  man,  whole  hiik.tchai  Hrikes  yOu,  prepr(r.freo  ycu  iti 
his  favour,  and  in^kss    yun    eattrvain  '*i   goti  o^v.v.yc.  d-f 
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liim,  yoa  do  not  know  why  ;  analyfe  that  ahcrd^  and  exfi* 
laine  within  yourfelf  the  -fevera!  parts  that  compofed  it  5 
and  you  will  generallv  £nd  it  to  be  the  refult,  the  happy 
afTernbjage.,  of  modeily  unembarraiTed.  refpcft  without  ti- 
stiidity,  a-genteel,  but  unafFefted  attitude  of  body  and 
limbs,  an  open,  cheerful,  but  unfmirkirg  countenance,  and 
3  drefs  by  no  means  negligent,  and  yet  not  fopprfli.  Co- 
py him,  then,  not  fer vilely,  but  as  feme  of  the  greateft 
Eoaders  of  painting  have  copied  others,  infomuch  that 
their  copies  have  been  <  qual  to  the  originals  both  as  to 
Beauty  and  freedom.  When  you  f^e  a  man,  who  is  uni= 
verfally  allowed  to  fhine  as  an  agreeable,  welJ  bred  manp 
and  a  fine  gentleman,  (as  for  example,  the  Duke  de  Ni- 
vcrnois)  attend  to  him,  watch  him  carefully  ;_  obferve  in 
what  manner  he  addrefTes  himfelf  to  his  fuperiors,  bow  he 
lives  with  his  equals,  and  how  he  treats  hi?  inferiors. 
Mind  his  turn  of  converfation,  in  the  feveral  fituations  of 
morning  vifitSj  thg  table,  and  the  evening  amufements* 
Imitate,  without  mimicking  him  ;  and  be  his  duplicate, 
but  RCi;  Ms  ape.  You  will  find  that  he  ta^kes  care  revei 
to  fay  or  do  any  thing  that  can  be  conftrued  into  a  flight 
or  a  negligence,  or  tha-t  can  in  any  degree  mortify  peo^ 
p1e*s  vanity  and  felf-love  :  on  the  contrary,  you  will  per- 
ceive that  he  makes  people  pleafedvvith  hitn,  by  making 
them  firft  p^eafed  with  themfelves  ;  he  Ihows  reCped,  re- 
gard, efteem,  and  artten'tion,  where  they  arc  fcveraljy  pro- 
|>er  ;  he  ibv/s  them  with  care^  and  he  reaps  them  in 
plenty. 

Thefe  amiable  Eccomplifiiments^  are  a)I  to  be  acquired 
by  ufe  and-imitation  ;  for  we  are,  in  truth,  more  ihari 
half  what  we  are,  by  imitacioa.  The  great  point  is,  to 
chufe  good  models,  and  to  illsdy  them  with  care.  People 
infenfibly  comrad,  not  only  the  air,  the  manners,  and  the 
vices,  of  thofe  with  whom  they  commonly  cOriverfe,-  but 
their  virtues  too,  and  %i!t\\  their  way  of  thinking.  This 
is  fo  true,  that  i  have  known  very  plain  undenianding* 
carch  a  certaiti  degree  of  wit.  by  conitantly  couverfmg 
with  ihofe  wKohad  a  great  deal.  Perfift,.  therefore,  in- 
keeping  the  bell  conip^ny,  and  you  will  infenfibly  be- 
come like  them  i  buf  if  you  add  atreniioJi  arid  obfervatx- 
on>  you  will  very  foon  be  one  of  them.  This  inevitable 
CQn:agion  of  company,  fhows  you  the  neceiUty  cf  keeping 
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ihs  bell,  anj  avoiding  all  other  ;  for  in  every  one,  fome- 
thing  will  ftkk.  You  have  hitherto,  I  confefs,  had  very 
few  opportunities  of  keeping  polite  company,  Weftmin* 
(ler  fchool  is,  undoubtedly,  the  feat  of  illiberal  manners 
and  brutal  behaviour.  Leipfig,  I  fuppofe,  is  not  the  feat 
of  refined  and  elegant  manners.  Venice,  I  believe,  has 
done  fomerhing  ;  Rome,  I  hope,  will  do  a  great  dea! 
more  ;  and  Paris  will,  I  dare  fay,  do  all  that  you 
want  :  always  fuppofing,  that  you  frequent  the  beft  com- 
panies, and  in  the  intennon  of  improving,  and  forming 
yourfelf ;  for,  without  that  intention,  nothing  will  do. 

I  here-fubjoin  a  lift  of  ail  thofe  necefiary,  ornamental 
accompliOiments  (without  which,  no  man  Jiving  can  ei- 
ther plea  fe,  or  rife  in  the  world),  which  hitherto  I  fear 
you  want,  and  which  only  require  your  care  and  attenticn 
to  pofTefs. 

To  fpeak  elegantly,  whatever  language  you  fpeak  ; 
without  which,  nobody  will  hear  you  with  pleafure,  and 
confequently  you  will  fpeak  to  very  little  purpofe 

An  agreeable  and  diftin6t  elocudon  ;  Without  which^ 
aobody  will  hear  you  with  patience.  This  every  bodf 
may  acquire,  who  is  not  born  with  fome  imperfaftion  in 
the  organs  6f  fpeech.  You  are  not  ;  and  therefore  it  is 
wholly  in  your  power.  You  need  take  much  kC^  pains 
for  i-t  that!  Demofchenes  did. 

A  diflinguifhed  politenefs  of  manners  and  addrefs  ; 
which  common  Tenfe,  obfervation,  good  company,  and  im- 
itatioD,  will  infallibly  give  you7  if  you  will  accept  of  it. 

A  genteel  carriage,  and  graceful  motions,  with  the  air 
cf  a  man  of  fafhion.  A  good  dancing'-Fii after,  with  fame 
care  on  your  part,  and  fome  imitation  of  thofa  who  excel , 
will  foon  bring  this  about. 

To  be  extremely  clean  in  your  perfon,  and  perfectly 
well  dreffed,  according- to  the  ^fafhion,  he  that  what  it  wUL 
Your  negligence  of  drefs,  while  you  were  a  fchool-bov, 
was  pardonablj?,  but would  not  be  fcj  now. 

Upon  the  whole,  take  it  for  granted,  that,  without  thcC-2 
accoraplifhmenrs,  all  you  know,  and  all  you  cin  do,  will 
svsjl  you  very  little.         Adieu. 


L    E    T- 
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LETTER      CLXXXIir. 

London,  January  the  25thj  O.  S.   1750. 

MY.D,EAR  FRIEND,     - 

IT  is  fo  long  fince  I  have  heard  from  you,  that  I  fup- 
pofe  Rome  engrofTes  every  moment  of  your  time  ;  and 
if  it  engrofTes  it  in  the  manner  I  could  .wifh,  I  will- 
ingly give  up  my  fhare  of  it.  I  would  rather  prodfjfe 
^uam  con/pici.  Put  out  your  time  but  to  good  intereit  ; 
snd  1  do  not  A^firQ  to  borrow  much  of  it.  Your  lludies, 
the  refpedtable  remains  of  antiquity,  and  your  evenings 
amufements,  cannot,  and.  indeed ou^ht  not,  to  leave  you 
much  time  to  write.  You  will  probably  never  fee  Rome 
again,  and  therefore  you  ought  to  fee  it  well  now  ;  by  fee- 
ing it  well,  I  do  not  mean  only  the  buildings,  ilatues,  and 
paintings,  though  they  undoubtedly  defer ve  your  attenti- 
on ;  but  I  mean  feeing  into  the  conftitutiori  and  govern- 
ment of  it  But  thefe  things  certainly  occur  to  your  owa 
common  fenfc. 

How  go  your  pleafures  at  Rome  ?  Are  you  in  falhion 
there  ?  rhac  is,  do  you  live  with  the  people  who  are  I  the 
only  way  of  being  fo  yourfelf,  in  time.  Are  you  domef- 
tic  enough  in  any  confiderable  houfe,  to  be  called  le  petit 
Stanhope  7  Has  any  wom-3n  of  fafhion  and  good-breeaing 
.taken  the  trouble  of  abufing  and  laughing  at  you  amica- 
bly to  your  face  ?  Have  you  found  a  (goQA.d^crotteujs  ?  Fo? 
.  thtfe  are  the  fteps  by  which  you  niull  rife  to.  polit€nef3.  I 
do  not  prefume  to  afic  if  you  have  any  attachment,  becaufe 
J  believe  you  will  not  make  me  your  Canjident  ;  but  this  I 
wil!  fay  evcntuaiiy,  that  if  you  have  one,  ilfaut  bien  pa'ier 
4^a*tenticm  et  de  petits  /cins,  if  you  would  have  ycur  iacri' 
fice  propicioudy  received-  Women  are  not  fo  much  taken 
hy  beauty  as  men  are,  but  prefer  thofe  men  who  Ihow 
thcni  ti'.e  mpft  at;en'.ion. 

*  Would  you  engage  jhe  lovely  fair  I  , 
With  gentleft  manners  treat  her  ; 

Wifh  tender  looks  and  graceful  air. 
In   fofteil  accents  greet  her. 

t  ^hsje  three  Jian^MS  are  the  late  Bar  I  of  Chefierfisld^s-, 
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VerCe   were    but  vain,  the  Mufes  fail. 

Without  the  Graces  aid  ; 
The  God  of  Vf-rfe  could  not  prevail 

To  itop  the  flying  maid. 

Attention  by  attentions  gain. 

And  meric  cars  by  cares  ; 
So  fiiall  the  nymph  reward  your  pain. 

And  Venus  crown  your  prayers. 

Prohatum  ejl, 

A  mati's  addrefs  and  manner,  weighs  much  more  wlt4 
them  than  his  beauty  ;  and  without  them,  the  Abhati  and 
the  Monftgnori  will  get  the  better  of  you.  This  addrefs 
and  manner  Ihould  be  exceedingly  refpedlful,  but  at  the 
fame  time  ealy  and  unerabarraffed.  Your  ohit-chat  or  eti' 
iregsnt^  with  them,  neither  can  nor  ought  to  be  very  folid  ;. 
but  you  fhould  take  care  to  turn  and  drefs  op  your  ttifles 
prettily,  and  make  them  every  now  and  then  convey  indir 
reftly  fome  little  piece  of  flattery.  A  fan,  a  ribband,  or 
a  head-dreG,  are  great  materials  for  gallant  di^ertatioas, 
to  one  who  has  got  U  tan  leger  et  aimdhh  de  la  bonne  com- 
fagnie.  At  all  events,  a  man  had  better  talk  too  much  to 
women,  than  too  little  ;  they  take  filence  for  dullnefs, 
unlefs  where  they  think  the  paffion  they  have  infpired  oc- 
Cafions  it ;  and  in   that  cafe    they  adopt  the  notion,  thae 

Silence  in  love  betrays  more  wo,  ' 

Than  words,   though  ne'er  fo  witty  5 

The  beggar  that  is  dumb,  we  know, 
Deferves  a  double  pity. 

A  pfdpos  of  this  fubje£l  ;  What  progrefs  do  .you  make 
in  that  language,  in  which  Charles  the  Vch  faid  that  he 
would  chufe  to  fpeak  to  his  miftrefs  ?  Have  you  got  all 
the  tender  diminutives,  in  etta^  ina^  and  ettina  ;  wh'ch  I 
prefume,  he  alluded  to  ?  Yon' already  po/Tefs,  and,  I  hope, 
take  care  not  to  forget,  that  language  which  he  referved 
for  his  horfe.  You  are  abfolutely  mafter,  too,  of  that  lan- 
guage in  which  he  faid  he  would  converfe  with  men; 
French.  But,  in  every  language,  pray  attend  carefully  to 
5he  choice  of  your  words,  and  10  the  turn  of  yoar  cxpreffi- 

on. 
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on.  Ifideed,  it  is  a  point  of  very  great  confequcnce.  Ta 
be  beard  with  fuccefs,  you  nsufl  be  heard  with  pleafure  ; 
words  are  the  dr.efs  of  thoughts;  which  (hould  no  more 
be  prefented  in  rags,  tatters,  and  dirt,  than  your  perfon 
ihou'd.  By  the  way,  Do  you  mind  your  pcrfjn  and  your 
drefs  fufHciently  ?  Do  you  take  great  care  of  your  teeth  ? 
pray  have  them  put  in  ©rder  by  the  beft  operator  at  Rome. 
Are  you  be  laced,  be-powdered,  and  be-feathered,  as  other 
young  fellows  are  and  (hould  be  ?  At  -your  age,  ilfaut  da 
brillanty  et  fr.eme  un  peu  ae  fracas ^  mats  point  tie' mediocre  ; 
il faut  un  air  njify  aife^'et  noble.  Anjec  hi  hommesy  un 
waintien  refpeSlueux  et  en  meme  terns  refpeSlnhle  ;  a'vec  hi 
femmUf  un  ca^uet  iegir  enjoue^  et  hadin,  mais  toujour s  fort 
foil. 

To  give  you  sn  opportunity  of  exerting  your  talents,  I 
fend  you  hereinclofed,  a  letter  of  recommendation  from 
Monfieur  Villettes  to'Madam  de  Simonetti  at  Milan  5  a 
woman  of  the  firft  fafhion  and  confideratioa  there  :  and  I 
fhall  in  my  next  fend  you  another,  from  the  fame  perfon, 
to  Madame  Clerici,  at  the  fame  place.  As  thefe  two  La- 
dies* houfes  are  the  refort  oral!  thepeople  of  falhion  at  Milan, 
thcfe  two  recommendations  wiU  introduce  you  to  them  all. 
Let  me  know,  in  due  time,  if  you  have  received  thefe  two 
letters^  that  1  may  have  them  renewed,  in  cafe  cf  acci- 
dents. 

Adieu,  my  dear  fiend  !  Study  bard  :  divert  yourfelf 
beartily  :  diliinguifh,  carefully,  betvveen'ihe  pleafures  of  a 
man  of  fafbion,  and  the  vices  o^  a  fcoundrel  ;  purfue  the 
form-er,  and  abhor  the  latter,  like  a  man  of  fenfe. 
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London,  Ftbroary  the  5th,  O.  S,    175G. 
-MY  DEAR  FRIEInD, 

VERY  few  people  are  goo:^  ceconomiils  cf  their  Forr 
tune,  and  il;il  fe^ver  of  their  Time  ;  and  yet  of  the 
two,  t^e  latter  is  the  rnoll  precious.  I  heartily  wifli  you 
to  be  a  good  cKconomili  oS  boih  ;  and  you  are  now  of  an 
age  to  begin  to  think  fericufly  of  thefe  two  important  ar- 
ticles. Young  people  are  apt  to  think  they  have  fo  much 
time  before  them,  that  they  may  fcjuander  what  they  pleafe 

of 
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of  it,  and  yet  have  enough  left  ;  as  very  great  fortuned 
have  frequently  feduced  people  to  a  ruinous  profufion  : 
Fatal  miftakes,  al^vays  repented  of,  but  always  too 
late  I  O'd  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  famous  Secretary  of 
the  Trcafury,  in  the  Reigns  of  King  William,  Queea 
Anne,  and  King  George  the  Firft,  uTed  to  fay,  Taki 
cars  of  the  pence^  and  the  pounds  ivill  take  cars  of 
thmfel'vei.  To  this  maxim,  which  he  not  only  preachedp 
but  pra£lired,  his  two  grandfons,  at  this  time,  owe  tha  ve- 
ry coufideratle  fortunci  that  he  \th  them. 

This  holds  equally  true   as    to  Time  ;  and  I  moft  ear- 
neftly  recommend  to  you  the  care    of  thofe    minutes  and 
quarters  of  hours,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,    which    people 
think  too  ftiort  to  delerve  their  attention  ;  and  yet,  if  fusi- 
med  up  at  the    end  of  the  year,    would  an;M)unt  to  a  very 
cohfiderable  portion  of  time.     For    example  :  You  are  to 
beat    fuch   a  place  at  twelve,    by  .appointment:  you  ga 
out  at  eleven  to  make  two  or  three  viiits  firft  ;  thofe  per- 
fons  are  not  at  home  :  inilead  of  fauntering  away  that  in-  , 
termediate    time  at  a  coiJee-houfe,    and    podibly   alone, 
return  home  ;  write  a  letter,    beforehand,  for  the  enfuing 
poft,  0/  take  up  a  good  book  ;   I  do   not  mean  Defcar(e«, 
Mallebranche,  tiOcke,    or  Newtos,    by  way   of  dipping  g 
but  fome  book  of  rational   amufemenr,    and  detached  pie» 
Ces,  as  Horace,   Boileau,    Waller,    La  Bruyere,  l^c.  This 
will  be  fo  much  time  faved,   and  by  no  means  ill  employ- 
ed.    Many  people  lofe  a  great  deal   of  time  by  reading  : 
for  they  read  frivolous  ana  idle  books  ;  fuch  as  the  abfurd 
Romances  of  the  two  laft  ceniurie?,    where  charai^ars  that 
never  exifted  are  infipidly   difplayed,    and  fentiments  ihat 
were  never  felt  pompoully  defcrlbed  ;  the  Oriental  ravings 
and  extravagancies  of   the    Arabian    Nights,    and  Mogul 
Tales  ;  or  the  new  flimfy    brochures    that    now    Avarru  in 
France,  o't  Fairy  Tales,  Reflexions  fur  h    Ccsur  et  VEfprit^ 
li^etaph^Jique  de  l'' Amour,   Analyfe  de  beaux  Sfntimen.'s  ;•  and 
fuch  fort  of  idle  frivolous  liuff,  thac  nooriihcs  andjin proves 
the  mind  juil  as  much  23  whipped    cream  '.vould  i\\t  bu*:!/. 
Stick  to  the  bsif  efcablilhsd  bocks  in  t\^iy  language  ;  tba 
celebrated'  Poses,  Hiftcrians,  Qraiois  or  PlulGiQphers.     ^i^ 
thefa  meaas  (to  ufe  a  city  metaphor)  you  will    make  fifty 
per  cent,  of  that  time,  .of  which  othciS  do  not  makc^'abo'.e 
«kiee  or  fvjur,  or  probably    nouhing  a£   &Ii.     Many  ptople 
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lofe  a  great  deal  of  their  time  by  lazinefs  ;  they  loll  ancl 
yawn  in  a  great  chair,  tell  themfelves  that  they  have  not 
time  to  begin  any  thing  then,  and  that  it  will  do  as  well 
another  time.  This  is  a  raoft  Mnfortunate  difpofition,  and 
the  greateft  obftruftion  to  both  knowiedge  and  bufiaefs. 
At  your  age,  you  have  no  right  nor  claim  to  lazinefs  ;  t 
have,  if  I  plcafe,  being  tmeritus.  You  are  but  jutt  lifted 
in  the  world  ;  and  muft  be  adive,  diligent,  indefatigable* 
If  ever  you  prcpofe  commanding  wi:h  dignixy,  you  muft 
ferve  up  to  it  with  diligence.  Never  put  oiF  till  to-mor-* 
row  what  you  can  do  to-day. 

Difpatch  is  the  fjul  of  bufinefs  ;  and  nothing  contri'* 
butes  more  to  Difparch,  than  ineihod  Lay  down  a  me* 
thod  for  every  thing,  and  ftick  to  it  inviolably,  as  far  as 
sinexpe^ed  incidents  may  allow.  Fix  one  certain  hocr 
and  cay  ia  the  week  for  your  accdmpts,  and  keep  them 
together  in  their  proper  order  ;  by  which  means  ihey  will 
require  very  little  time,  and  you  can  never  be  much  cheat- 
ed. Whatever  letters  and  papers  you  keep,  /docket  and 
tie  them  up  in  their  refpedive  clafies,  fo  that  you  may  in- 
llantly  have  recoarfe  to  any  one  Lay  down  a  method  al» 
fo  for  your  reading,  for  which  you  allot  a  certain  fhare  of 
your  mornings  ;  let  it  be  in- a  confiftent  and  confecutfye 
eourfe,  and  not  in  that  defuhory  and  immerhodical  man- 
ner in  which  many  people  T(i^^  fcraps  of  different  authors^ 
upon  different  fubje^^s.  Keep  a  ufeful  and  Ihortcommdn-^ 
place  book  of  what  you  read,  to  help  your  memory  only, 
and  not  for  pedantic  quotations.  Never  read  Hiftory 
without  having  maps,  and  a  chronological  book,  or  tables^ 
Jying  by  you,  and  conftantly  recurred  to  ;  without  which^ 
Hiilory  is  only  a  confuted  heap  of  fads.  One  method 
more  I  recommend  to  you,  by  which  I  have  found  great 
benefit,  even  in  the  fHOil-  diffipaied  part  of  my  life  ;  that 
is,  to  rife  early,  and  at  the  faine  hour  every  morning,  how 
late  foever  you  may  have  fat  up  the  night  before.  Thi? 
fccures  you  an  hour  or  two,  at  leaft,  of  reading  or  rcf^edi" 
on,  before  the  common  interruptions  of  the  morning'be- 
gin  ;  and  it  will  fave  your  conflitution,  by  forcing  you  to 
go  to  bed  early  at  leaft  one  night  in  three. 

Vou  will  fay,  it  may  be,  as  many  young  people  would, 
that  ail  this  order  and  method  is  very  trcublef^Dme,  only 
lit  fjf  dull  p3c  pie,    and    a  dilc^greeable   reArsint  upon  the 

roble 
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Bofcle  rpirlt  and  fire  of  yq\x\h.  I  deny  it  ;  and  aflert,  ori 
the  contrary,  that  it  will  procure  you  both  more  time  and 
laore  tafte  f6r  your  pleafures  ;  and  (o  far  ffom  being  trou- 
blefome  to  you,  that  after  you  have  purfued  it  a  month,  it 
would  be  troubleforae  to  you  to  lay  it  aiide.  Bufiaefs 
whets  the  appetite,  and  gives  a  tafte  of  pleafures,  as  exer- 
cifc  dees  tp  foo4  ;  and  butinefs  can  never  be  done  without, 
jnethoti  :  it  raifes  the  fpirits  for  pleafures  ;  and  a  fpeclach, 
a  ball,  an  aflembly,  will  much  more  fenHbly  afFeft-a  mai\ 
who  has  employed,  than  a  man  who  has  loit,  the  preceed- 
ing  part  of  the  day  ;  nay,  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  » 
fine  lady  will  feenf  to  have  more  charms,  to  a  man  of  (ly- 
Ay  or  bufiiiefs,  than  to  a  faunterer.  The  fame  lifllefTners 
?uns  through  his  whole  condu^  ;  and  he  is  a*J  infipid  t*K 
his  pleafures,  as  inefficient  in  every  thing  elfe. 

I  hope  you  earn  your  pleafures,  and  confeqaently  tsfla 
them  ;  for^  fey  the  way,^  I  know  a  great  many  men,  whri 
call  tliemfelves  ihea  of  Pleafurc,  but  who  in  tru^h  have 
none.  They  adopt  other  people's  indif^rimlnaily,  but 
without  any  tafte  of  their  own.  1  have  known  th^rn  oftcjt 
inSi*^  excefTes  upon  themfelves,  becaufe  they  tbougKc 
them  gentee],  though  they  fat  as  awkwardly  upon  them  as 
other  people's  clothes  would  Have  done.  Have  no  plea- 
fures but  your  own,  and  tHen  you  will  ifhine  in  them. 
What  are  yours  ?  G«i?e  me  a  feort  hiftory  of  them. 
Teniae  vous  <votre  coin  a  table,  et  dam  hs  bon?iei  compagnies  f 
y  trillez,  njous  i/u  cote  ^e  la  politejf^y  de  I'enjouernerJ,  du  bu" 
dtnage  ?  Eus  'vqus  galint  ?  File%  njous  le  par/ ait  amour  ? 
Eji-il  quefiion  de  Jlechir  par  'vos  foins  it  pdr  <t'os  attention f 
1st  rigueurs  de  quelque  Jiere  Vjincejje  ?  You  may  fafelv  trul^ 
me  ;  for,  though  I  am  a  fevere  Cecfor  of  "^/ice  and  Folly, 
I  am  a  friend  arid  advocate  for  F^leafure,^,  and  wil]  contri- 
bute all  in  my  power  to  yours.  - 

There  is  a  certain  dignity  tO  be  kept  t3p  in  pleafUres,  .'^3 
vi-ell  as  in  bullnefs.  In  love,  a  man  may  lofe:  hiS  heart 
«/ith  dignity  ;  but  if  he  lofes  his  nofe,  he  lofes  his  charac- 
ter into  the  bargain.  At  table,^  a  m'Sn  m'ay  with  decency 
have  a  diftinguithing  palate;  but  indifcri.ninate  voMci- 
oiifnefs  degrades  hirn  to  a  gliitton.  h  man  rnav  p{:j.y  ui'a 
♦decency  ;  but  if  he  gameSj*  he  is  ditgraced.  Vivacity  ;,:;-' 
wit  make  a  man  ihinc  in  company  ;  but  trire  joles  >.-•  1 
Ibyd  laaghier  reduce  him  to  a  bufFjon.  pvci-y  \h\\:,c,  th-'v 
y  Vi   m  in  ^■.;? 
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fay  has  its  kindred  vice ;  every  pleafure,  I  am  fure,  hu 
its  neighbouring  difgrace.  Mark  carefully,  therefore,  the 
line  that  feparates  them  j  and  rather  ftop  a  yard  ffiort, 
than  ftep  an  inch  beyond  it. 

I  wifh  to  God  that  you  had  as  much  pleafure  in  follow- 
ing my  advice,  as  I  have  in  giving  it  you  ;  and  you  may 
the  eafier  have  it,  as  I  give  yoa  none  that  is  inconfiflent 
with  your  pleafure.  In  all  that  I  fay  to  you,  it  is  your  in- 
tereft  alone  that  I  confider  :  tfuft  to  my  experience  ;  yoa 
know  you  may  to  my  afieflion.        Adieu. 

I  have  rsceived  no  letter  yet  from  you  or  Mr.  Harte. 


L    E    qr    T    E    R      CLXXXV. 

London,  February  the  8th,  O.  S.  1750. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

YOU  have,  by  this  time,  I  hope  and  believe,  made 
fuch  a  progrefs  in  the  Italian  language,  that  you  caa 
read  it  with  eafe  ;  I  meaR,  the  eafy  books  in  it  :  and  in- 
deed, in  that,  as  well  as  in  every  other  language,  the  caS- 
sfl  books  are  generally  th§  beft  ;  for,  whatever  author  ii. 
cbfcure  and  diiicult  in  his  own  language,  certainly  doer 
Kct  think  clearly.  This  is,  Jn  my  opinion,  the  cafe  of  a 
celebrated  Italian  author  ;  to  whom  the  Italians,  from  the 
admiration  they  hav^of  him,  have  given  the  epithet  of 
H  divino  %  I  mean,  Dante,  Though  I  formerly  knew  Ita- 
lian extremely  well,  I  could  never  underiland  him  ;  for 
which  reafon  I  had  done  with  hira,  fully  convinced  tha$ 
lie  was  not  worth  the  pains  nece^ary  to  undcriland  bim. 

The  good  Italian  authors  are,  in  my  mind,  but  few  ;  I 
snean,  authors  of  invention  ;.  for  there  are  undoubtedly, 
\try  good  Hiftorians,  and  excellent  Tranfiators.  The 
two  Poets  worth  your  reading,  and,  I  was  gomg  to  fay, 
the  only  two,  are  TafTo  and  Ariodo.  Tafib's  Gierufahm- 
me  Liherata,  is  altogether  unqaeflionably  a  iine  Poem  ; 
though  it  has  fome  low,  and  many  falfe  thoughts  in  it  % 
snd  Boiieau  very  juftly  makes  it  the  mark  of  a  bad  tafle, 
to  compare  le  Clinquant  du  Taffit  aTQr  de  VhgHe.  The 
image,  with  which  he  adorns  the  inirodu^ion  of  his  Epic 
Poe/Py  is  low  and  difguiiin^  ;  it  is  that  of  a  frowsrd»  fick. 
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poking  cliild,  who  is  (ieceivci  into  a  dofc  of  necefiary 
phyiic  by  ^«  &»*  btn.    The  vsrfes  are  ihcfc  : 

Cofi  all*  egro  faneiul  forgiamo  afptrfi 
Di  foa'vi  licor  gU  orli  dtl  *vaj9  : 
Succhi  amari  ingannato  intanto  ei  ievf, 
'£  Jall^  ingannt  fm  *uita  rttevi* 

However,  the  Poem,  with  all  its  faults  about  it,  may  jad- 
]y  be  called  a  fine  one. 

If  fancy,  imagination,  invention,  defcriptioa,  &c.  con- 
fiitute  a  Poet,  ArioHo  is,  unqueftionably,  a  great  one. 
His  Orlando,  it  is  true,  is  a  medley  of  lies  and  truths  fa- 
cred  and  profane,  wars,  loves,  enchantinents,  giants,  mad 
heroes,  and  adventurous  dainfels  :  but  then,  he  gives  it 
you  very  fairly  for  what  it  h,  and  does  not  pretend  to  put 
it  upon  you  for  the  tfue  £foj)ee  or  Epic  Poem,     fie  fays, 

Le  Donne,  i  Cavalier,  Parme,  gli  amort 
Le  cortefie,  Vaudaci  iTTtpre/i,  to  canto» 

The  connections  of  his  (lories  arc  admirable,  his  refleSi* 
OEs  jull,  his  fneers  and  ironies  incomparable,  and  his 
painting  excellent.  When  Angelica,  after  having  wandered 
over  half  the  world  alone  with  Orlando,  pretends,  notwiih- 
ilandiftg, 

— — '-^ePd  for  mirginnl  cnjl  a^vsa  fah^rg 
Cimt  /elo  porto  JaI  matern*  alv8» 

The  Author  adds,  very  gravely, 

For/e  era  njsr,  ma  fn>n  pero  endihih 
A  cbi  del  fenfo  fu^  f^Jfi  Signore^ 

Ailolpho's  feeing  carried  to  the  moca,  by  St.  John,  in  o? 
der  to  look  for  Orlando'ilofl  wits,  at  the  end  of  the  34  h 
Wok,  and  the  many  loft  things  that  he  finds  there,,,  is  3 
moft  happy  extravagancy,  2nd  contains  at  the  fame  time  s 
great  deal  of  fenfe.  I  would  advife  you  to  read  this  Foem 
^ith  attention.  It  h,  alfo,  the  fource  of  half  ths  tak-; 
TimzU^  and  j>lays,  that  aav«  b^en  v^-dae^i  (mztn 
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The  V-aflor  Ftdo  of  Guarini  is  fo  celebrated,  that  yoo 
^ould  read  it  ;  but  in  reading  it,  you  will  judge  of  the 
great  propiiety  of  the  charafters.  A  parcel  of  fhephcrds 
»nd  fhepherdeifes,  with  the  true  fajloral Jimplidty^  talk 
rnetapyhfics,  epigrams,  concetti^  and  quibbles,  by  the  hour 
to  sach  other. 

The  AmintadtlTnJhy  is  much  more  what  it  is  intend- 
ed to  be,  a  Paftoral  ;  the  fhepherds,  indeed,  have  their 
c^cettif  and  their  anti:heffs  ;  bat  are  not  ^uite  fo  fublime 
and  abilracted  as  thofe  in  Paji»r  Fido*  I  think  that  yoa 
viil  like  it  much  the  bell  of  the  two. 

Petrarca  is,  in  my  mind,  afing-fong  love-fick  ?oet  i 
inuch  admired,  however,  by  the  Italians  :  but  an  Italian, 
i^ho  Ihould  think  no  better  of  him  than  I  do,  would  cer- 
tainly fay,  that  he  defervcd  his  Laura  better  than  his  Lau- 
TO  ;  and  that  wretched  quibble  would  be  reckoned  as 
ijxcellcnt   piece  of  Italian    wit. 

The  Italian  Profe- writers,  (of  invention  I  mean)  which 
I  would  recommend  to  your  acquaintance,  are  Maihiaruello^ 
^nd  Bocaccio  ;  the  former,  for  the  eftablifhed  reputation 
>vhich  he  ha^  acquired  of  a  confummate  Politician,  (what- 
ever my  own  private  fenciments  may  be  of  either  his  poii- 
ucs  or  his  morality)  ;  the  latter,  for  his  great  •'nventionj 
^nd  for  his  natural  an;d  agreeable  manjier  of  telling  his 
iiofies. 

Guicciardini,  Bentivoglio,  Davila,  ^c.  are  excellent 
Hiftorians,  and  deferve  being  read  with  altentii^n.  The 
yiature  of  hillory  checks,  a  little,  the  flights  of  Italian  ima- 
ginations r  which,  in  works  of  invention,  are  very  high 
indeed.  TranflaiioHS  curb  them  fiill  more  ;  and  thej? 
trafjOations  of  the  Claffics  are  irrcomparable  ;  particularity 
the  Bill  ten,  tranfiatcd  in  ,the  time  of  Leo  the  Xth,  and 
?orc-ib':'d  to  him  under  the  title  of  the  CoUana.  That  0» 
y'ginal  Collana  has  been  Icjigthencd  iince  ;  and,  if  I  mif- 
t:uke  noi:,  confifts,  now,  of  one  hundred- and|ten  volumes. 

From  wkat  I  have  faid,  you  will  eaf-1^  gucfs,  that  I 
^ean  TO  put  you  upon  your  guard  ;  and  not  to  let  your 
iancy  be  da:^zled  ar.d  your  taixe  corrupte.-^^  by  the  ccncettij, 
%\\c  quainrneiTes,  and  falfe  thoughts,  which  arc  too  much 
the  charadcriAics  of  the  Italian  and  Spanift  authors.  I 
\ri\h\i  ycu  are  in  no  great  danger,  as  your  taile  has  been 
icjinied  iipc3^  the  beii  ancient  imodels,  the  Greek  SKd  La« 
.■■■•        '   ■     ■      '  -         ■  -■         M^ 
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tin  authors  of  the  beft  ages,  who  indulge  themfelves  in 
none  of  the  puerilities  I  have  hinted  at./  I  think  I  may 
fay,  with  truth,  that  true  wit,  found  tafte,  and  good  fenfe, 
are  now  as  it  y^trc  engrofled  by  France  and  England, 
Your  old  acquaintances  the  Germans,  I  fear,  are  a  little 
below  them  ;  and  your  new  acquaintances  the  Italians, 
are  a  great  deaf  too  much  above  them.  The  former,  I 
doubt,  crawl  a  little  ;  the  latter,  I  am  fure,  very  often  fly 
out  of  fight. 

I  recommended  to  you,  a  good  many  years  ago,  and  I 
believe  you  then  read.  La  maniere  de  bien  fenfer  dans  hi 
nwuragts  d'f/prit,  par  le  Pere  Boubmrs  ;  and  I  think  it  is 
very  well  worth  your  reading  again,  now  that  ^ou  can 
judge  of  it  better.  \  do  not  know  any  book  that  contri^ 
butes  more  to  form  a  true  talle  ;  and  you  find  there,  into 
the  bargain,  the  moft  celebrated  pafiages,  both  of  the  an- 
cients and  the  moderns  ;  which  refrefh  your  memory  with 
what  you  have  formerly  read  in  them  fepatately.  It  is 
fol!owe<i  by  a  book  much  of  the  fame  fize,  by  the  fame 
author,  entitled,  Zuite  dss  Pen/ges  ingenieufes. 

To  do  juftice  to  the  beft  Englifk  and  French  authors, 
they  have  not  given  into  that  falfe  tafte  ;  they  allow  no 
thoughts  to  be  good  that  are  not  juft,  and  founded  npon 
truth.  The  age  of  Lewis  XIV.  was  very  like  the  Au- 
gudan  ;  Boikau,  Moliere,  la  Fontaine,  Racine,  l^c,  ella- 
bli/hed  the  true/  ^vtA  expofed  the  falfe,  taite.  The  reign 
of  King  Charles  II.  (meritorious  in  no  other  refpeil)  ba- 
niuied  falfs  taile  cut  of  Ersgland,  and  "  profcribed  Puns, 
Quibbks,  Acrcflics,  ^c.  Since  that  falle  wit  has  renewed 
its  attacks,  and  endeavoured  to  recover  its  lofl  empire  both 
in  England  and  France  ;  but  without  fuccefs  :  though  I 
muft  fay,  with  more  fuccefs  in  France  than  in  England* 
Addifon,  Pope,  and  Swift,  have  vigoroufly  defended  the 
fights  of  good  {tti{t  ;  which  is  more  than  can  be  faid  of 
their  coternporary  French  authors  ;  who  have  of  late  had 
a  gre^it  tendency  to  k  faux  brillant,  le  rofinementy  et  I'en- 
iortillemeni.  And  Lord  Rofcomraon  would  be  more  in  the 
Tight  now,  than  he  was  then,  in  fayixig,  that 

The  Englifii  bullion  of  one  fterling  Ikie, 

Drawn  to  French  wire,  would  thro'  whole  pages  Ihine, 

Lofe 


-  ? 
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Lofe  no  tliriC,  my  dear  chiU,  I  conjure  you,  in  forming 
your  tafte,  your  manners,  your  mind,  your  every  thing  4 
ycu  have  but  two  years  time  to  do  it  in  ;  for,  whatever 
you  are,  to  a  certain  degree,  at  twenty,  you  will  be,  more 
or  lefs,  all  Jhe  reft  of  your  life.  May  is  be  a  long  and 
hdfpy  one  !         Adieu. 


LETTER     CLXXXVr. 

London,  Febraary  the  22d,  O.  S.    1750. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  . 

IF  the  Italian  letter  to  Lady  Chefterfield  was  all  your 
own,  I  am  very  well  fatisfied  with  the  progrefs  which 
you  have  msde  in  that  language  in  fo  Ihort  a  time  ;  ac- 
cording to  that  gradation,  you  will,  in  a  vsry  little  time 
more,  bcmafterofit.  Except  at  the  French  AmbafTa- 
dof *s,  I  believe  you  hear  only  Italian  fpoken  ;  for  the  Ita- 
lians rpeak  very  little  French,  and  that  little  generally  ve« 
ty  ill,,.  The  F/ench  are  even  with  them,  and  generaiiy 
fpeak  Italian  as  ill  ;  for  I  never  ktsew  a  Frenchman  in 
my  life  who  could  pronounce  the  Italian  ce  «,  or  ge  git 
Your  defire  of  pleaiing  the  P^oman  Ladies  will  of  couffe 
give  you  not  only  the  defire,  but  the  means>  of  fpeaking 
to  theiiT  clegandy  in  their  own  language.  The  Princsis 
Borghefe,  1  am  told,  fpeahs  French  li^oth  ill  and  unwil- 
lingly ;  and  tkerefore  you  Oiould  make  a  merit  to  her  of 
your  application  to  her  language.  She  is,  by  a  kind  of 
prsfcnpiion  (a  longer  than  fhevi-ould  probably  wilh)  at  the 
head  of  the  Sfnu  monde  at  R^cme  ;.  and  can,  confequently, 
eftablifli  or  deft,-oy  a  young  fellow'sjadionable  chara£ler. 
If  fee  declares  hifii  cmabik  e  leggiadro^,  others  will  think 
him  fo  I  or,  at  iesft,  thofe  who  do  not,  will  not  dare  to 
hy  (o»  There  are  in  every  great  town  fomc  fach  women, 
whofe  rank,  beauty  and  fortune,  have  confpired  to  place 
them  St  the  head  c.^  the  f.lhion.  They  have  generally 
been  gallant,  but  v.'ithin  certain  decent  hounds.  Their 
galianuies  hare  tsught  both  them  and  their  admirers  good 
breeding  •  without  which  they  couM  keep  up  no  dignity, 
feur  would  be  viiifitd  by  thofe  very  gallantries  which  put 
them  in  vogue.  It  is.  with  thefe  women,  as  wiih  MiniAers 
snd  Favourites  at  Court  ;  they  decide   rron    fji(I)lon  atid 
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charafters,  as  they  do  on  fortunes  and  preferments.  Pay 
particular  court,  therefore,  wherever  you  are,  to  thefe  fe- 
nfaliB  fovereigns  sf  the  hau  mcndi  :  their  recommendation 
is  a  paHTport  through  all  the  realms  of  poHtenefs.  But 
then,  remember  that  they  require  minute,  ofScious  attenti- 
OBS.  You  Ihould,  if  pollibie,  gucfs  at  and  anticipate  all 
their  little  fancies  and  inclinations  ;  make  yourfelf  fami- 
liarly and  domeftically  ufeful  to  them,  by  ofFering  your- 
filf  for  all  their  little  commiiHons,  and  alfiiiing  in  doing 
the  honours  of  their  houfes,  and  entering  with  feeming 
unction  into  all  their  little  grievances,  buftles,  and  views  ^ 
for  they  arc  always  bufy.  If  you  are  once  hn  ficcato  at 
the  Palazzo  Borghefe,  you  will  foon  be  in  faPnion  at 
Rome  :  and  being  in  fafhion,  will  foon  fafhion  you  ;  fbs 
that  is  what  you  muft  now  think  of  very  Tarioufiy. 

I  am  iou^  that  there  is  no  good  dancing-mailer  at 
Rome,  to  form  your  exterior  air  and  carriage  ;  which,  I 
doubt,  are  not  yet  the  gen teelell  in  the  world.  But  you 
may,  §nd  I  hope  you  will,  in  the  mean  lime,  obferve  tha 
air  and  carriage  of  thofe  who  are  rcskoned  to  have  th© 
beft,  and  form  your  own  upon  'them.  Eafe,  grace- 
fulnefs,  and  dignity,  compofs  the  air  ap.d  addrefs  of  a- 
Man  of  Fafhion  ;  which  is  as  unlike  the  afteifled  attitudes 
&Vi.^  motions  of  z  petit  maitre,  as  it  is  to  the  awkward,  ne- 
gligent, clumfy,  and  flouching  manner  of  a  booby. 

I  am  extremely  pleafed  with  the  account  Mr.  Hart*  has 
given  me  of  the  allotment  of  your  time  at  Rome,  Thofe 
five  hours  every  moraing,- which  you  employ  in  ferious  Au- 
dies  with  Mr.  Harte,  are  laid  out  with  great  intereil,  &vA 
will  make  you  rich  all  the  reft  of  yoar  life.  I  do  not  Iccfe 
upon  the  fubfequent  morning  hoars,  which  you  par's  v.vd\ 
your  Cicenney  to  be  ill  difpofed  of  ;  there  is  a  kird  of 
connexion  between  them  :  and  ycur  evening  diverfinns, 
in  good  company,  are,  in  their  way,  as  ufeful  and  necei^ 
fary.  This  is  the  way  for  you  to  have  both  weight  and 
luftre  in  the  world  j  and  this  h  the  object  which  1  always 
had  in  view  in  your  education. 

Adieu,  my  friend  !  go  ca  and  profper, 

Mr.  Gievenkcp  has  juft  r^ctlveJ  Mr.  Karte'i  letisr  oi' 
the  Jpih,  N;.  S. 
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LETTER      CLXXXVIi; 

London,  March  the  8th,  O,  S.  1750. 

YOuNG  as  y^u  are,  I  hope  you  arc  in  haile  to  live. 
By  living,  I  mean  living  with  luftre  and  honour  to 
yourfelf,  with  utility  to  fociety  ;  doing  what  may  deferve 
to  be  written,  or  writing  what  may  deTerve  to  be  read  :  I 
ihould  vvilh  both.  Thofe  who  confider  life  in  that  lights 
will  not  idly  lavilh  one  moment.  The  prefent  moments 
are  the  only  ones  we  are  fure  of ;  and,  as  fach,  the  moft 
valuable  :  but  yours  are  doubly  {0,  at  your  age  ;  for  the 
credit,  the  dignity,  the  comfort,  and  the  pleafure  of  all 
yc^r  future  moments,  depend  upon  the  ufe  you  make  of 
your  prefent  ones. 

I  am  extremsly  fatisfied  with  your  prefent  manner  of 
employing  year  time  ;  but  will  you  always  employ  it  as 
well  ?  I  am  far  from  .  meaning  always  in  the  fame  way  § 
but  I  mean  as  well  in  proportion,  in  the  variation  of  age 
2nd  circumf^ances.  You  now  ftudy  five  hours  every  morn- 
ing ;  I  neither  fuppofe  that  you  will,  nor  defire'that  yois 
fhould,  do  (o  for  the  reft  of  your  life.  Both  bufinefs  and 
pleafare  will  juitly  and  equally  break  in  upon  thofe  hours. 
But  then,  will  yOu  always  employ  the  leifure  they  leave 
you,  in  uleful  iludies  f  If  you  have  but  an  hour,  will  you 
improve  that  hour,  inilead  of  idling  it  away  f  While  you 
have  fuch  a  friend  and  monitor  with  you  as  Mr.  Harte,  I 
am  fure  you  will.  Bat  fuppofe  that  buiinefs  asd  fituation 
fliould  in  fix  or  f^vm  months  call  Mr.  Ilarte  away  frons 
you  ;  tell  me  truly,  what  may  I  expert  and  depend  upon 
from  you,  when  left  to  youdelf  ?  May  I  he  fare  that  you 
will  employ  fome  part  of  every  ^^y^  in  adding  fomeihing 
to  that  ibck  of  knowledge  which  he  will  havg  left  you  ? 
May  I  hope  that  ycii  will  allot  one  hour  in  the  week  to 
the  care  of  your  owb  affairs,  to  keep  them  in  that  order 
and  method  which  every  prudent  man  does  ?  But,  above 
all,  may  I  be  convinced  that  your  pleafure?,  whatever  they 
may  be,  will  be  confined  within  the  circle  cf  good  compa- 
ny, and  people  of  fa (h ion  ?  Thofe  pleafures  I  recommend 
to  you  ;  I  vb'ill  promote  them,  I  will  pay  for  them  :  but 
I.  will  neither  pay  for,  nor  fufferl  the  unbecoming,  dif- 
graceful,  and  degrading,  plesfurrs  (they  canr^ot  be  called 
pleafures)  of  low  and  prcfligai.e  company.     I  confefs,    the 

pleafures 
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^leafures  of  high  life  are  not  always  ftriftly  philorophical  ; 
and  I  believe  a  Stoic  would  blame  my  indulgence  ;  but  I 
am  yet  no  Stoic,  though  turned  of  iive -and -fifty  ;  and  I 
am  apt  to  think  that  you  are  rather  Ms  {0,  at  eighteen. 
The  pleafures  of  the  table,  among  people  of  the  firft  fa- 
shion, may  indeed  fometimes,  by  accident,  run  into  ex° 
ceiTes  s  but  they  will  never  fink  into  a  continued  courfe  of 
gluttony  and  drunkennefs.  The  gallantry  of  high  life, 
though  not  ftfiftly  juftifiable,  carries,  at  leaft,  no  external 
marks  of  infamy  about  it.  Neither  the  heart  nor  the  con- 
ilitution  is  corrupted  by  it,  neither  riofe  nor  character  loH 
by  it  I  manners,  poflibly,  improved.  Play,  in  good  com- 
pany, is  only  play,  and  not  gaining  j  not  deep,  and  con- 
iequenily  not  dangerous  nor  dilhonorable.  It  is  only  the 
Inter-afts  of  other  amafemcnts. 

This,  I  am  fure,  is  not  talking  to  you  like  an  old  man ,, 
though  it  is  talking  to  you  like  an  old  friend  :  thefe  are 
not  hard  conditions  to  a(k  of  you.  I  am  certain  you  have 
fenfc  enough  to  know  how  reafonable  they  are  on  my 
part,  how  advantageous  they  are  on  yours.  But  have  you 
refolation  enough  to  perform  them  ?  Gan  you  withftand 
the  examples  and  the  invitations  of  the  profligate,  and 
their  infamous  mifiionaries  ?  For  I  have  known  many  a 
young  fellow  feduced  by  a  mawvaije  hsnu,  that  made  him 
aihamed  to  refufe.  Thefe  are  refolutions  which  you  muft 
form,  and  fieadily  execute  for  yourfelf,  whenever  you  lofe 
the  friendly  care  and  affiance  of  your  Mentor,  In  the 
mean  time,  make  a  greedy  ufe  of  hini ;  exhauft  him,  if 
you  can,  bf  all  his  knowledge ;  and  get  the  Prophet's 
mantle  from  him,  before  he  is  taken  away  himfelf* 

You  feem  to  like  Rome  5  How  do  you  go  on  there  I 
Are  you  got  into  the  infide  of  that  eJttraordinary  govern* 
ment  }  Has  your  Abbate  Foggini  difeovered  many  of 
thofc  myfteries  to  you  ?  Have  you  made  an  acgaainiartce 
with  fome  eminent  Jefuits  ?  I  know  no  people  in  the  world 
more  inftfU^liVe.  You  would  do  vety  well  to  take  one  or 
two  fuch  fort  of  people  home  with  you  to  dinner  every 
day  :  it  would  be  only  a  little  minsjira  and  fnacaroni  the 
more  ;  and  a  three  or  four  hours  comerrstion  'de  fuiis 
produces  a  thoufand  ufeful  inforifjations,  ^bich  fhort  meet- 
ings and  fnatches  ^.t  third  places  do  not  admit  cf ;  mv\ 
N  n  n  maiif 
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iA2ny  of  thofe  gentlemen    are   by  no   means  unwilling  to 
dim  gratis.     Whenever  you  meet   with  a  man  eminent  in 
&tif  way,  feed  him,  and  feed  upon  him  at  the  fame  time  ; 
it  will  not  only  improve  yoa,  but  give  you  a  reputation  of 
knowledge,  and  of  loving  it  in  others. 

I  have  been  lacely  informed  ot  an  Italian  book,  which  I 
believe  may  be  of  ufe  to  you,  and  which,  I  dare  fay  you 
may  get  at  Rome  ;  written  hy  one  Alberti,  about  four- 
fcore  or  a  hundred  years  ago,  a  thick  quarto.  It  is  a  claf- 
fical  defc^iption  of  Italy  ;  from  whence,  I  am  affured,  that 
Mr.  Addifon,  to  fs.7e  himfelf  trouble,  has  taken  moft  of 
his  remarks  and  ^claffical  references.  I  am  told,  that  it  is 
an  excellent  book  for  a  traveller  in  Italy, 

What  Italian  books  have  you  read,  or  are  yoa  reading  ? 
Arioftc,  I  hope,  is  one  of  them.  Pray  apply  yourfelf  di- 
ligently to  Italian.  It  is  fo  eafy  a  language,  that  fpeaking 
it  conftantly,  and  reading  it  often,  muft  in  fix  months 
niore  make  you  perfeflly  maftcr  cf  it  :  in  which  cafe  you 
will  never  forget  it  ;  for  ws  only  forget  thofe  things  of 
which  we  know  but  little. 

But  above  all  things,  to  all  that  you  learn,  to  all  that 
you  fay,  and  to  all  that  you  do,  remember  to  join  the 
Graces.  All  is  imperfeft  without  them  ;  with  them,  eve- 
ry thing  is  at  lead  tolerable.  Nothing  could  hurt  me 
ihore  than  to  find  you  unattended  by  them.  How  cruelly 
ihould  I  be  fhocked,  if,  at  our  firft  meeting,  you  (hould 
prefent  yourfelf  to  me  without  them  ?  Invoke,  then,  and 
facrifiee  to  them  every  moment :  they  are  always  kind, 
where  they  are  afliduoully  Courted.  For  God*s  fake,  aim 
at  pc'feftion  in  every  thing  :  Nil  a8um  repufans  Jt  quid 
fuperejjet  agendum.     Adieu.     YoUrs,  moft  tenderly. 


LETTER      CLXXXVIIi. 

London,  March  the  loth,    O.  S.  1750. 
.    MV  DEAR  FRIEND, 

1  Acknowledge  your  lafl  letter  of  the  24th  Februa- 
ry, N.  S.  In  return  for  your  earthquake,  I  can  tell 
you  that  we  have  had  here  more  than  our  fliare  of  earth- 
«^ '.lakes,    far   we  hav^  had    ,vo  very  ftrong  ones  in  eight* 

and- 
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and-twenty  days.  They  really  do  too  much  honour  to  our 
cold  climate  ;  in  your  warm  one,  they  sre  coinpenfited  by 
favours  froin  the  fun,  which  we^o  not  enjoy. 

I  did  not  think  that  the  prefent  Pope  was  a  fort  of  man 
to  build  feven  modern  little  chapels  at  the  cxpence  of  Co 
refpeftable  a  piece  of  antiquity  as  the  ColUfcUTn,  How- 
ever, let  his  Holinefs's  taile  of  VirUi  be  ever  io  bad,  pray 
get  fomebody  to  prefent  you  to  him  before  you  leave 
Kome  ;  and  without  hefitation  kifs  his  flipper,  or  what- 
ever elfe  the  etiquette  of  that  Court  requires/  I  would 
have  you  fee  all  thofe  ceremonies  ;  and  I  prefume  that  you 
sre,  by  this  time,  ready  enough  at  IisHan  to  upderftand 
and  anfwer  //  Santo  Padre  in  that  language.  1  hope,  too, 
that  you  havd  acquired  addrefs  and  ufage  enough  of  the 
world,  to  be  prefented  tojany  body,,  without  embarrail*- 
ment  or  dif^pprobation.  If  that  is  not  yet  qui.e  perfeCl, 
as  I  cannot  fuppofe  that  it  is  entirely,  cuitoin  will  improve 
it  dailyj  and  habit  at  laft  cocnplete  it.  I  have  for  fome 
time  told  you,  that  the  great  difficulties  are  pretty  well 
conquered.  You  have  acquired  knowledge,  which  is  the 
Frincipium  et  Pons  ;  but  you  have  now  a  variety  of  leiler 
things  to  attend  to,  which  colkdiveiy  make  one  great  and 
important  objeifl.  You  eafily  guefs  that  I  mean  the  Gra- 
ces, the  Air,  Addrefsj  Politenefs,  and,  in  fa  art,  Vne.  whole 
icurnare  and  agremem  of  a  Man  of  Fafhion,  So  ni3ny 
little  things  confpire  to  form'  thai;  touniut^,  that  though 
feparately  ihey  feem  too  inftgnificant  to  mention,  yet  ag- 
gregately they  are  too  material  (for  me,  who  think  for 
you  down  to  the  vsiy  loweil  things)  to  omit.  For  in- 
Hance  ;  Do  you.  ufe  yourfelf  to  carve,  ear,  ^nd  drink,  gen- 
teely,  and  with  eafe  ?  Do  you  take  care  to  walk,  .  li:, 
ftand,  and  prefent  yourfelfs,  gracefully  I  Are  yon  fufHci- 
ently  upon  your  guard  againil  awkward  attitudes,  and  iiii- 
beral,  ill-bred,  and  difguiiing  habits  ;  fuch  as  fcratching 
v^aLijfelf,  putting  your  fingers  in  yc^ir  mouth,  nofe,  and 
eats  ?  Tricks  always  acquirc^l  at  fchools,  ofien  too  much 
r,egleded  afterwards  ;  but,  howiever,  extfcmely  iil  bred 
2nd  naufeous.  For  I  do  not  conceive  that  ^liy  msn  has  a 
fight  to  exhibit,  in  company,  any  one  excremciU,  more 
than  another.  Do  you  drefs  weil,  and  think  a  litde  of 
the  brillantlw  your  perfcn  ?     That    loo  is    neceffary,    be- 
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(^aufe  it  IS  prevenant.  Do  you  aim  at  cafy,  engaging,  but 
at  the  fame  time  civil  or  refpedlful,  manners,  according 
to  the  company  you  are  in  ?  Thefe,  and  a  thouland  c^her 
things,  which  you  will  obferve  in  people  of  faftiion  better 
than  1  can  defcribe  them,  arc  abfolutely  neceflary  for  eve- 
ry man,  but  dill  more  for  you  than  for  almoil  any  man 
living  Tke  IhOwifh,  the  Ihining,  the  engaging  parts  of 
the  character  of  a  fine  gentleman,  (hould  (confidering  your 
cellination)  be  the  principal  objefts  of  your  prefent  at- 
tention. 

When  you  return  here,  I  am  apt  to  think  that  you  will 
find  fomething  better  to  do,  than  to  run  to  Mr.  Gfborne's 
at  Gray's- Inn,  to  pick  up  fcarce  books.  Boy  good  books, 
snd  read  them  ;  the  beft  books  are  the  commoncft,  and 
the  lall  editions  are  always  the  t  ell,  if  the  editors  are  not 
blockheads  ;  for  they  may  profit  of  ihe  former.  But  take 
care  not  to  underftarid  editions  and  title-pages  too  well» 
It  always  fmells  of  pedantry,  snd  not  always  of  learning. 
What  curious  bocks  1  have,  ihcy  are  indeed  but  few,  /ball 
be  at  your  fervice.  I  have  fome  of  the  Old  Ccllana,  and 
the  Macchiavel  cf  1550-     Beware  of  the  Bihliotnanis. 

In  the  njidft  of  either  your  ftisdics  or  your  pleafures, 
pray  never  lofe  view  of  the  objeft  of  your  deilin-5iion  ;  I 
ji^ean  the  political  affairs  of  Europe.  Fellow  them  politi- 
cally, chrqnoiogicglly,  and  geographicslly,  through  the 
news- papers  ;  and  trace  up  the  fadts  which  you  meet  v^ith 
there,  to  their  fources  :  As  for  example  ;  confult  the 
Treaties  of  "^eufiadt  and  Aho^  with  regard  to  the  difputes^ 
wh  ch  you  read  of  every  dav  in  the  public  papers,  between 
KulTia  ard  Sweden.  For  the  affairs  of  Italy,  which  are 
repojted  to  be  the  objcdls  of  prefent  negotiations,  recur  to 
the  quadruple  alliance  of  the  year  17 18,  asd  follow  iheni 
down  through  their  feveral  variations  to  the  Treaty  of 
i\ix-)a  Chapeilf,  174S  ;  in  which  (by  the  bye)  yen  will 
lind  the  very  different  tenures  by  which  the  Infanf  Don 
Philip,  your  nameiake,  holds  Parr»:a  and  Piacentia,  Con- 
iiilt,  alio,  ^he  Emperor  Charles  the  Sixth's  aft  0/  Ceflion 
of  the  kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  in  1736.  The 
lucceiri:;n  to  the  kingdom;^  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  being  a 
poin!,.whichs  upon  the  de?.ih  of  the  prefent  Kng  of  Spaip^ 
is  likely  to  occafion  fome  difputes,  do  not  lofe  the  thread 
of  thefe  mattert,, ;  which  is  carried  on  with  great  eafe,  but 
\i once  biokenj  is  refumed  v.i'.Ij  difficulty.  Pray 
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F/ay  tell  Mr.  Harte,  that  I  have  fcnt  his  packet  to  Ba* 
ron  Firnain,  by  Count  linfiedlen,  who  is  gone  from 
hence  this  day  tor  Germany,  and  paCes  through  Vienna 
in  his  way  to  Italy  ;  where  he  is  in  hopes  of  crofling  up« 
on  you  fomcwhere  or  other.     Adieu,  my  friend  ! 


LETTER     CLXXXIX. 

LotidoB,  March  the  29tb,  O.  S.  1750. 
MY  ©EAR  FRIEND, 

YO  J  are  now,  I  fujppofe,  at  Naples,  in  a  new  fcene 
of  Firiu,  examining  all  the  curiofities  of  Herculane- 
«i»,  watching  the  err  options  of  Mount  Vefuvius,  and  fur- 
veying  tie  magnificent  churches  and  public  buildings  by 
which  Nsples  is  diflinguilhed.  You  have  a  Court  there 
into  the  wrgain,  which,  1  hope,  you  frequent  and  attend 
to.  Polit?  manners,  a  verfatility  of  mind,  a  comp^aifaoce 
even  to  €nemie>,  and  the  'volto/cioliog  with  x\it  penfieri 
Jfrttii,  are  only  to  be  learned  at  Courts,  and  muft  be  well 
learned  by  whoever  would  either  fhine  or  thrive  in  them. 
Though  thty  do  not  change. the  nature,  they  fmoothe  and 
foften  I  he  manners,  of  mankind.  Vigilance,  dexterity, 
and  fiexibiii^y,  fapply  the  place  of  natural  force  ;  and  it 
is  the  ableft  mind,  not  the  ftrongeft  body,  that  prevails 
there.  Monficur  and  Madame  Fogliani.will,  I  am  fure, 
fhow  you  all  the  politenefs  of  Courts  ;  for  I  know  no 
better- bred  people  than  they  are.  Domefticate  yourfelf 
there  while  yoa  ftay  at  Naples,  and  lay  afide  the  Engllfti 
coldnefs  and  formality.  You  have  alfo  a  letter  to  Comty-; 
Mahony  ;  who^e  houfe  I  hope  you  frequent,  as  it  is  the 
refort  of  the  beft  company.  His  iiller,  Madam  Bulkelcy, 
is  now  here  ;  ai\d  had  I  known  of  your  going  to  Naples, 
I  would  have  go*  you,  fx  atundanti,  a  letter  from  her  iQ 
her  brother.  The  converfation  of  the  moderns  in  the 
evening,  is  full  as  ntcefiary  for  you,  as  that  ofthean-» 
cients  in  the  mornjng. 

You  would  dot  welt,  while  you  are  at  Naples,  to  read 
fome  very  ihort  hillory  of  that  kingdom.  It  has  had 
great  variety  of  mi^Ilsrs,  and  has  occafioncd   many  wars; 
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ihe  general  hiftory  of  which  will  enable  you  to  ^  many 
proper  queilions,  and  to  receive  ufefial  informauons  in 
return.  Inquire  into  the  manner  and  form  of  tUt  go- 
vernment ;  for  conftitulion  it  has  none,  being  an  ibfoluie 
one  ;  but  the  moft  abfolute  governments  have  ceriain  cu- 
Horns  and  forms,  which  are  more  or  lefs  obferved  by  iheir 
refpe£tive  tyrants.  In  China  it  is  the  fafhion  for  tie  Em- 
perors, abfolute  as  they  are,  to  govern  with  juilice  and  e^ 
quity  ;  as  in  the  other  oriental  monarchies  it  is  thecuRom 
to  govern  by  violence  and  cruelty.  The  king  of  Prance, 
as  abfolute,  in  fad,  as  any  of  them,  is  by  cuftan  only 
more  gentle  ;  for  I  know  of  no  conftitutional  bar  to  his 
will.  England  is  now  the  only  monarchy  in  the  world 
that  can  properly  be  faid.  to  have  a  conftitution  ;  'or  the 
people's  rights  and  liberties  are  fecured    by  laws.    I  can- 

_iiot  reckon  Sweden  and  Poland  to  be  monarchief,  thofe 
two  Kings  having  little  more  to  fay  than  the  Dog€  of  Ve- 
nice. I  do  not  prefume  to  fayany  thing  of  the  cflnftituti- 
on  of  the  Empire  to  you,  who  are  jurf/jieritoru/^  Germa- 
fiicorum  facile  prince pj . 

When  you  write  to  me,  which,  by  the  wa^,  you  do 
pretty  feldom,  tell  me  rather  whom  you  fee,  thati  what 
you  fee.  Inform  me  of  your  evening  tranfa^iqns  and  ac- 
quaintances ;  where,  and  how,  you  pafs  your  evenings  ; 
what  Engliih  people  you  meet  with,  and  a  hint  of  their 
characters  ;  what  people  of  learning  you  hare  made  ac- 
quaintance with  ;  and,  if  you  will  trull:  me  with  fo  im- 
portant an  affair,  what  belU  pajjion  ifiBames  ycu.  I  interell 
myfelf  moH  in  what  perfonally  concerns  fou  mofl  ;  and 
this  is  a  very  critical  year  in  your  life.  To  talk  like  a 
virtucfc,  Your  c-.^vasis,    I  think,    a  good  One,    and  Ra- 

phael  Harte  has  drawn  :he  outlines  admirably  :  nothing  is 
pow  wanting  but  the  colouring  of  Titian,  6nd  the  Graces, 
the  morhidizza  of  Guido  4  but  that  is  a  gfueat  deal.  You 
muft  get  them  faon,  or  you  will  never  gst  t&rem  at  all.  Per 
la  lingua    Italiana  fcno  ficuro  ch'ella  «'<?  cti^ejo  profjjore,  a 

ffgno    tale  ch*io  7i^n  ardifca  dirk  aUra  c^Ja  in  quella  lifigua 

Je  nen.         Addio, 


End   of  the    First    Volume, 
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